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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 
(Legislative Department) 


New Delhi, the 25th December, 2023/Pausha 4, 1945 (Saka) 


The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the 
25th December, 2023 and is hereby published for general information:— 


THE BHARATTYA NYAYA SANHITA, 2023 


No. 45 oF 2023 
[25th December, 2023.] 


An Act to consolidate and amend the provisions relating to offences and for 
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 


BE it enacted by Parliament in the Seventy-fourth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows:— 
CHAPTERI 


PRELIMINARY 


1. () This Act may be called the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. Short title, 
commencement 
(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, bynotification and 


in the Official Gazette, appoint, and different dates may be appointed for different provisions application. 
of this Sanhita. 


Definitions. 
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(3) Every person shall be liable to punishment under this Sanhita and not otherwise for 
every act or omission contrary to the provisions thereof, of which he shall be guilty within 
India. 


(4) Any person liable, by any law for the time being in force in India, to be tried for an 
offence committed beyond India shall be dealt with according to the provisions of this 
Sanhita for any act committed beyond India in the same manner as if such act had been 
committed within India. 


(5) The provisions of this Sanhita shall also apply to any offence committed by— 
(a) any citizen of India in any place without and beyond India; 
(b) any person on any ship or aircraft registered in India wherever it may be; 


(c) any person in any place without and beyond India committing offence targeting 
a computer resource located in India. 


Explanation.—In this section, the word “offence” includes every act committed outside 
India which, if committed in India, would be punishable under this Sanhita. 


Illustration. 


A, who is a citizen of India, commits a murder in any place without and beyond India. 
He can be tried and convicted of murder in any place in India in which he may be found. 


(6) Nothing in this Sanhita shall affect the provisions of any Act for punishing mutiny 
and desertion of officers, soldiers, sailors or airmen in the service of the Government of India 
or the provisions of any special or local law. 


2. In this Sanhita, unless the context otherwise requires — 
(1) “act” denotes as well a series of acts as a single act; 
(2) “animal” means any living creature, other than a human being; 
(3) “child” means any person below the age of eighteen years; 


(4) “counterfeit” —A person is said to “counterfeit” who causes one thing to 
resemble another thing, intending by means of that resemblance to practise deception, 
or knowing it to be likely that deception will thereby be practised. 


Explanation |.—It is not essential to counterfeiting that the imitation should be 
exact. 


Explanation 2——When a person causes one thing to resemble another thing, 
and the resemblance is such that a person might be deceived thereby, it shall be 
presumed, until the contrary is proved, that the person so causing the one thing to 
resemble the other thing intended by means of that resemblance to practise deception 
or knew it to be likely that deception would thereby be practised; 


(5) “Court” means a Judge who is empowered by law to act judicially alone, ora 
body of Judges which is empowered by law to act judicially as a body, when such 
Judge or body of Judges is acting judicially; 


(6) “death” means the death of a human being unless the contrary appears from 
the context; 


(7) “dishonestly” means doing anything with the intention of causing wrongful 
gain to one person or wrongful loss to another person; 


(8) “document” means any matter expressed or described upon any substance 
by means of letters, figures or marks, or by more than one of those means, and includes 
electronic and digital record, intended to be used, or which may be used, as evidence 
of that matter. 


Explanation |.—It is immaterial by what means or upon what substance the 
letters, figures or marks are formed, or whether the evidence is intended for, or may be 
used in a Court or not. 
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Illustrations. 


(a) Awriting expressing the terms of a contract, which may be used as evidence 
of the contract, is a document. 


(b) A cheque upon a banker is a document. 
(c) A power-of-attorney is a document. 


(d) Amap or plan which is intended to be used or which may be used as evidence, 
is a document. 


(e) A writing containing directions or instructions is a document. 


Explanation 2.—Whatever is expressed by means of letters, figures or marks as 
explained by mercantile or other usage, shall be deemed to be expressed by such 
letters, figures or marks within the meaning of this section, although the same may not 
be actually expressed. 


Illustration. 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange payable to his order. The 
meaning of the endorsement, as explained by mercantile usage, is that the bill is to be 
paid to the holder. The endorsement is a document, and shall be construed in the same 
manner as if the words “pay to the holder” or words to that effect had been written 
over the signature; 


(9) “fraudulently” means doing anything with the intention to defraud but not 
otherwise; 


(10) “gender”.—The pronoun “he” and its derivatives are used of any person, 
whether male, female or transgender. 


Explanation.— “transgender” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (k) 
of section 2 of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019; 


(11) “good faith”.—Nothing is said to be done or believed in “good faith” which 
is done or believed without due care and attention; 


(12) “Government” means the Central Government or a State Government; 


(13) “harbour” includes supplying a person with shelter, food, drink, money, 
clothes, arms, ammunition or means of conveyance, or the assisting a person by any 
means, whether of the same kind as those enumerated in this clause or not, to evade 
apprehension; 


(14) “injury” means any harm whatever illegally caused to any person, in body, 
mind, reputation or property; 


(15) “illegal” and “legally bound to do”.—The word “illegal” is applicable to 
everything which is an offence or which is prohibited by law, or which furnishes 
ground for a civil action; and a person is said to be “legally bound to do” whatever it 
is illegal in him to omit; 


(16) “Judge” means a person who is officially designated as a Judge and includes 
a person,— 


(i) who is empowered by law to give, in any legal proceeding, civil or 
criminal, a definitive judgment, or a judgment which, if not appealed against, 
would be definitive, or a judgment which, if confirmed by some other authority, 
would be definitive; or 


(ii) who is one of a body or persons, which body of persons is empowered 
by law to give such a judgment. 
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Illustration. 


A Magistrate exercising jurisdiction in respect of a charge on which he has 
power to sentence to fine or imprisonment, with or without appeal, is a Judge; 


(17) “life” means the life ofa human being, unless the contrary appears from the 
context; 


(18) “local law” means a law applicable only to a particular part of India; 
(19) “man” means male human being of any age; 


(20) “month” and “year’.—Wherever the word “month” or the word “year” is 
used, it is to be understood that the month or the year is to be reckoned according to 
the Gregorian calendar; 


(21) “movable property” includes property of every description, except land 
and things attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything which is attached 
to the earth; 


(22) “number”.—Unless the contrary appears from the context, words importing 
the singular number include the plural number, and words importing the plural number 
include the singular number; 


(23) “oath” includes a solemn affirmation substituted by law for an oath, and 
any declaration required or authorised by law to be made before a public servant or to 
be used for the purpose of proof, whether in a Court or not; 


(24) “offence”.—Except in the Chapters and sections mentioned in 
sub-clauses (a) and (b), the word “offence” means a thing made punishable by this 
Sanhita, but— 


(a) in Chapter III and in the following sections, namely, sub-sections (2), 
(3), (4) and (5) of section 8, sections 9, 49, 50, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 119, 
120, 123, sub-sections (7) and (8) of section 127, 222, 230, 231, 240, 248, 250, 
251, 259, 260, 261, 262, 263, sub-sections (6) and (7) of section 308 and 
sub-section (2) of section 330, the word “offence” means a thing punishable 
under this Sanhita, or under any special law or local law; and 


(b) in sub-section (1) of section 189, sections 211, 212, 238, 239, 249, 253 
and sub-section (1) of section 329, the word “offence” shall have the same 
meaning when the act punishable under the special law or local law is punishable 
under such law with imprisonment for a term of six months or more, whether 
with or without fine; 


(25) “omission” denotes as well as a series of omissions as a single omission; 


(26) “person” includes any company or association or body of persons, whether 
incorporated or not; 


(27) “public” includes any class of the public or any community; 


(28) “public servant” means a person falling under any of the descriptions, 
namely:— 


(a) every commissioned officer in the Army, Navy or Air Force; 


(b) every Judge including any person empowered by law to discharge, 
whether by himself or as a member of any body of persons, any adjudicatory 
functions; 


(c) every officer ofa Court including a liquidator, receiver or commissioner 
whose duty it is, as such officer, to investigate or report on any matter of law or 
fact, or to make, authenticate, or keep any document, or to take charge or dispose 
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of any property, or to execute any judicial process, or to administer any oath, or 
to interpret, or to preserve order in the Court, and every person specially 
authorised by a Court to perform any of such duties; 


(d) every assessor or member of a panchayat assisting a Court or public 
servant; 


(e) every arbitrator or other person to whom any cause or matter has been 
referred for decision or report by any Court, or by any other competent public 
authority; 


(f) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is empowered 
to place or keep any person in confinement; 


(g) every officer of the Government whose duty it is, as such officer, to 
prevent offences, to give information of offences, to bring offenders to justice, 
or to protect the public health, safety or convenience; 


(h) every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, receive, keep or 
expend any property on behalf of the Government, or to make any survey, 
assessment or contract on behalf of the Government, or to execute any 
revenue-process, or to investigate, or to report, on any matter affecting the 
pecuniary interests of the Government, or to make, authenticate or keep any 
document relating to the pecuniary interests of the Government, or to prevent 
the infraction of any law for the protection of the pecuniary interests of the 
Government; 


(i) every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, receive, keep or 
expend any property, to make any survey or assessment or to levy any rate or tax 
for any secular common purpose of any village, town or district, or to make, 
authenticate or keep any document for the ascertaining of the rights of the 
people of any village, town or district; 


(j) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is empowered 
to prepare, publish, maintain or revise an electoral roll or to conduct an election 
or part of an election; 


(k) every person— 


(i) in the service or pay of the Government or remunerated by fees or 
commission for the performance of any public duty by the Government; 


(ii) in the service or pay of a local authority as defined in clause (31) 
of section 3 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, a corporation established by 
or under a Central or State Act or a Government company as defined in 
clause (45) of section 2 of the Companies Act, 2013. 


Explanation.— 


(a) persons falling under any of the descriptions made in this clause are 
public servants, whether appointed by the Government or not; 


(b) every person who is in actual possession of the situation of a public 
servant, whatever legal defect there may be in his right to hold that situation is 
a public servant; 


(c) “election” means an election for the purpose of selecting members of 
any legislative, municipal or other public authority, of whatever character, the 
method of selection to which is by, or under any law for the time being in force. 


Illustration. 


A Municipal Commissioner is a public servant; 


General 
explanations. 
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(29) “reason to believe”._—A person is said to have “reason to believe” a thing, 
if he has sufficient cause to believe that thing but not otherwise; 


(30) “special law” means a law applicable to a particular subject; 


(31) “valuable security” means a document which is, or purports to be, a 
document whereby any legal right is created, extended, transferred, restricted, 
extinguished or released, or whereby any person acknowledges that he lies under legal 
liability, or has not a certain legal right. 


Illustration. 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange. As the effect of this 
endorsement is to transfer the right to the bill to any person who may become the 
lawful holder of it, the endorsement is a “valuable security”; 


(32) “vessel” means anything made for the conveyance by water of human 
beings or of property; 


(33) “voluntarily” —A person is said to cause an effect “voluntarily” when he 
causes it by means whereby he intended to cause it, or by means which, at the time of 
employing those means, he knew or had reason to believe to be likely to cause it. 


Illustration. 


A sets fire, by night, to an inhabited house in a large town, for the purpose of 
facilitating a robbery and thus causes the death of a person. Here, A may not have 
intended to cause death; and may even be sorry that death has been caused by his act; 
yet, if he knew that he was likely to cause death, he has caused death voluntarily; 


(34) “will” means any testamentary document; 
(35) “woman” means a female human being of any age; 


(36) “wrongful gain” means gain by unlawful means of property to which the 
person gaining is not legally entitled; 


(37) “wrongful loss” means the loss by unlawful means of property to which the 
person losing it is legally entitled; 


(38) “gaining wrongfully” and “losing wrongfully”.—A person is said to gain 
wrongfully when such person retains wrongfully, as well as when such person acquires 
wrongfully. A person is said to lose wrongfully when such person is wrongfully kept out 
of any property, as well as when such person is wrongfully deprived of property; and 


(39) words and expressions used but not defined in this Sanhita but defined in 
the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 
shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in that Act and Sanhita. 


3. (1) Throughout this Sanhita every definition of an offence, every penal provision, 
and every Illustration of every such definition or penal provision, shall be understood 
subject to the exceptions contained in the Chapter entitled “General Exceptions”, though 
those exceptions are not repeated in such definition, penal provision, or IIlustration. 


Illustrations. 


(a) The sections in this Sanhita, which contain definitions of offences, do not express 
that a child under seven years of age cannot commit such offences; but the definitions are to 
be understood subject to the general exception which provides that nothing shall be an 
offence which is done by a child under seven years of age. 


(b) A, a police officer, without warrant, apprehends Z, who has committed murder. Here 
A is not guilty of the offence of wrongful confinement; for he was bound by law to apprehend 
Z, and therefore the case falls within the general exception which provides that “nothing is 
an offence which is done by a person who is bound by law to do it”. 
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(2) Every expression which is explained in any Part of this Sanhita, is used in every Part 
of this Sanhita in conformity with the explanation. 


(3) When property is in the possession of a person’s spouse, clerk or servant, on 
account of that person, it is in that person’s possession within the meaning of this Sanhita. 


Explanation.—A person employed temporarily or on a particular occasion in the capacity 
of a clerk or servant, is a clerk or servant within the meaning of this sub-section. 


(4) In every Part of this Sanhita, except where a contrary intention appears from the 
context, words which refer to acts done extend also to illegal omissions. 


(5) When a criminal act is done by several persons in furtherance of the common 
intention of all, each of such persons is liable for that act in the same manner as if it were done 
by him alone. 


(6) Whenever an act, which is criminal only by reason of its being done with a criminal 
knowledge or intention, is done by several persons, each of such persons who joins in the 
act with such knowledge or intention is liable for the act in the same manner as if the act were 
done by him alone with that knowledge or intention. 


(7) Wherever the causing of a certain effect, or an attempt to cause that effect, by an 
act or by an omission, is an offence, it is to be understood that the causing of that effect 
partly by an act and partly by an omission is the same offence. 


Illustration. 


A intentionally causes Z’s death, partly by illegally omitting to give Z food, and partly 
by beating Z. A has committed murder. 


(8) When an offence is committed by means of several acts, whoever intentionally 
cooperates in the commission of that offence by doing any one of those acts, either singly or 
jointly with any other person, commits that offence. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Aand B agree to murder Z by severally and at different times giving him small doses 
of poison. A and B administer the poison according to the agreement with intent to murder Z. 
Z dies from the effects the several doses of poison so administered to him. Here A and B 
intentionally cooperate in the commission of murder and as each of them does an act by 
which the death is caused, they are both guilty of the offence though their acts are separate. 


(b) A and B are joint jailors, and as such have the charge of Z, a prisoner, alternatively 
for six hours at a time. A and B, intending to cause Z’s death, knowingly cooperate in causing 
that effect by illegally omitting, each during the time of his attendance, to furnish Z with food 
supplied to them for that purpose. Z dies of hunger. Both A and B are guilty of the murder 
of Z. 


(c) A, a jailor, has the charge of Z, a prisoner. A, intending to cause Z’s death, illegally 
omits to supply Z with food; in consequence of which Z is much reduced in strength, but the 
starvation is not sufficient to cause his death. A is dismissed from his office, and B succeeds 
him. B, without collusion or cooperation with A, illegally omits to supply Z with food, 
knowing that he is likely thereby to cause Z’s death. Z dies of hunger. B is guilty of murder, 
but, as A did not cooperate with B. A is guilty only of an attempt to commit murder. 


(9) Where several persons are engaged or concerned in the commission of a criminal 
act, they may be guilty of different offences by means of that act. 


Illustration. 


A attacks Z under such circumstances of grave provocation that his killing of Z would 
be only culpable homicide not amounting to murder. B, having ill-will towards Z and intending 
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to kill him, and not having been subject to the provocation, assists A in killing Z. Here, 
though A and B are both engaged in causing Z’s death, B is guilty of murder, and A is guilty 
only of culpable homicide. 


CHAPTER II 
OF PUNISHMENTS 


Punishments. 4. The punishments to which offenders are liable under the provisions of this Sanhita 
are— 


(a) Death; 

(b) Imprisonment for life; 

(c) Imprisonment, which is of two descriptions, namely:— 
(1) Rigorous, that is, with hard labour; 
(2) Simple; 

(d) Forfeiture of property; 

(e) Fine; 

(f) Community Service. 


Commutation 5. The appropriate Government may, without the consent of the offender, commute 
of sentence. any punishment under this Sanhita to any other punishment in accordance with section 474 
of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. 


Explanation.——For the purposes of this section the expression “appropriate 
Government” means,— 


(a) in cases where the sentence is a sentence of death or is for an offence 
against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends, 
the Central Government; and 


(b) in cases where the sentence (whether of death or not) is for an offence 
against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends, 
the Government of the State within which the offender is sentenced. 


Fractions of 6. In calculating fractions of terms of punishment, imprisonment for life shall be 
eae reckoned as equivalent to imprisonment for twenty years unless otherwise provided. 
Sentence may 7. In every case in which an offender is punishable with imprisonment which may be 


ae le of either description, it shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender to 
imprisonment) direct in the sentence that such imprisonment shall be wholly rigorous, or that such 
wholly or imprisonment shall be wholly simple, or that any part of such imprisonment shall be rigorous 


partly rigorous and the rest simple. 
or simple. 


Amount of 8. (1) Where no sum is expressed to which a fine may extend, the amount of fine to 


fine, liability which the offender is liable is unlimited, but shall not be excessive. 
in default of 


payment of (2) In every case of an offence— 
fine, etc. 
(a) punishable with imprisonment as well as fine, in which the offender is 


sentenced to a fine, whether with or without imprisonment; 


(b) punishable with imprisonment or fine, or with fine only, in which the offender 
is sentenced to a fine, 


it shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender to direct by the sentence 
that, in default of payment of the fine, the offender shall suffer imprisonment for a certain 
term, in which imprisonment shall be in excess of any other imprisonment to which he may 
have been sentenced or to which he may be liable under a commutation of a sentence. 
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(3) The term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned in default of 
payment of a fine shall not exceed one-fourth of the term of imprisonment which is the 
maximum fixed for the offence, ifthe offence be punishable with imprisonment as well as fine. 


(4) The imprisonment which the Court imposes in default of payment of a fine or in 
default of community service may be of any description to which the offender might have 
been sentenced for the offence. 


(5) If the offence is punishable with fine or community service, the imprisonment 
which the Court imposes in default of payment of the fine or in default of community service 
shall be simple, and the term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned, in 
default of payment of fine or in default of community service, shall not exceed,— 


(a) two months when the amount of the fine does not exceed five thousand 
rupees; 


(b) four months when the amount of the fine does not exceed ten thousand 
rupees; and 


(c) one year in any other case. 


(6) (a) The imprisonment which is imposed in default of payment of a fine shall 
terminate whenever that fine is either paid or levied by process of law; 


(b) If, before the expiration of the term of imprisonment fixed in default of payment, 
such a proportion of the fine be paid or levied that the term of imprisonment suffered in 
default of payment is not less than proportional to the part of the fine still unpaid, the 
imprisonment shall terminate. 


Illustration. 


A is sentenced to a fine of one thousand rupees and to four months’ imprisonment in 
default of payment. Here, if seven hundred and fifty rupees of the fine be paid or levied 
before the expiration of one month of the imprisonment, A will be discharged as soon as the 
first month has expired. If seven hundred and fifty rupees be paid or levied at the time of the 
expiration of the first month, or at any later time while A continues in imprisonment, A will be 
immediately discharged. If five hundred rupees of the fine be paid or levied before the 
expiration of two months of the imprisonment, A will be discharged as soon as the two 
months are completed. If five hundred rupees be paid or levied at the time of the expiration of 
those two months, or at any later time while A continues in imprisonment, A will be immediately 
discharged. 


(7) The fine, or any part thereof which remains unpaid, may be levied at any time within 
six years after the passing of the sentence, and if, under the sentence, the offender be liable 
to imprisonment for a longer period than six years, then at any time previous to the expiration 
of that period; and the death of the offender does not discharge from the liability any 
property which would, after his death, be legally liable for his debts. 


9. (1) Where anything which is an offence is made up of parts, any of which parts is 
itself an offence, the offender shall not be punished with the punishment of more than one of 
such his offences, unless it be so expressly provided. 


(2) Where— 


(a) anything is an offence falling within two or more separate definitions of any 
law in force for the time being by which offences are defined or punished; or 


Limit of 
punishment of 
offence made 
up of several 
offences. 


Punishment of 
person guilty 
of one of 
several 
offences, 
judgment 
stating that it 
is doubtful of 
which. 


Solitary 
confinement. 


Limit of 
solitary 
confinement. 


Enhanced 
punishment 
for certain 
offences after 
previous 
conviction. 


Act done by a 
person bound, 
or by mistake 
of fact 
believing 
himself bound, 
by law. 
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(b) several acts, of which one or more than one would by itself or themselves 
constitute an offence, constitute, when combined, a different offence, 


the offender shall not be punished with a more severe punishment than the Court which tries 
him could award for any one of such offences. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A gives Z fifty strokes with a stick. Here A may have committed the offence of 
voluntarily causing hurt to Z by the whole beating, and also by each of the blows which 
make up the whole beating. If A were liable to punishment for every blow, he might be 
imprisoned for fifty years, one for each blow. But he is liable only to one punishment for the 
whole beating. 


(b) But, if, while A is beating Z, Y interferes, and A intentionally strikes Y, here, as the 
blow given to Y is no part of the act whereby A voluntarily causes hurt to Z, A is liable to one 
punishment for voluntarily causing hurt to Z, and to another for the blow given to Y. 


10. In all cases in which judgment is given that a person is guilty of one of several 
offences specified in the judgment, but that it is doubtful of which of these offences he is 
guilty, the offender shall be punished for the offence for which the lowest punishment is 
provided if the same punishment is not provided for all. 


11. Whenever any person is convicted of an offence for which under this Sanhita the 
Court has power to sentence him to rigorous imprisonment, the Court may, by its sentence, 
order that the offender shall be kept in solitary confinement for any portion or portions of the 
imprisonment to which he is sentenced, not exceeding three months in the whole, according 
to the following scale, namely:— 


(a) a time not exceeding one month if the term of imprisonment shall not exceed 
six months; 


(b) a time not exceeding two months if the term of imprisonment shall exceed six 
months and shall not exceed one year; 


(c) a time not exceeding three months if the term of imprisonment shall exceed 
one year. 


12. In executing a sentence of solitary confinement, such confinement shall in no case 
exceed fourteen days at a time, with intervals between the periods of solitary confinement of 
not less duration than such periods; and when the imprisonment awarded shall exceed three 
months, the solitary confinement shall not exceed seven days in any one month of the whole 
imprisonment awarded, with intervals between the periods of solitary confinement of not 
less duration than such periods. 

13. Whoever, having been convicted by a Court in India, of an offence punishable 
under Chapter X or Chapter XVII of this Sanhita with imprisonment of either description for 
a term of three years or upwards, shall be guilty of any offence punishable under either of 
those Chapters with like imprisonment for the like term, shall be subject for every such 
subsequent offence to imprisonment for life, or to imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to ten years. 


CHAPTER III 
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


14. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is, or who by reason of a 
mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith believes himself to be, 
bound by law to do it. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, asoldier, fires on a mob by the order of his superior officer, in conformity with the 
commands of the law. A has committed no offence. 
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(b) A, an officer of a Court, being ordered by that Court to arrest Y, and, after due 
enquiry, believing Z to be Y, arrests Z. A has committed no offence. 


15. Nothing is an offence which is done by a Judge when acting judicially in the 
exercise of any power which is, or which in good faith he believes to be, given to him by law. 


16. Nothing which is done in pursuance of, or which is warranted by the judgment or 
order of, a Court; if done whilst such judgment or order remains in force, is an offence, 
notwithstanding the Court may have had no jurisdiction to pass such judgment or order, 
provided the person doing the act in good faith believes that the Court had such jurisdiction. 


17. Nothing is an offence which is done by any person who is justified by law, or who 
by reason of a mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith, believes 
himself to be justified by law, in doing it. 


Illustration. 


A sees Z commit what appears to A to be a murder. A, in the exercise, to the best of his 
judgment exerted in good faith, of the power which the law gives to all persons of apprehending 
murderers in the fact, seizes Z, in order to bring Z before the proper authorities. A has 
committed no offence, though it may turn out that Z was acting in self-defence. 


18. Nothing is an offence which is done by accident or misfortune, and without any 
criminal intention or knowledge in the doing of a lawful act in a lawful manner by lawful 
means and with proper care and caution. 


Illustration. 


Ais at work with a hatchet; the head flies off and kills a man who is standing by. Here, 
if there was no want of proper caution on the part of A, his act is excusable and not an 
offence. 


19. Nothing is an offence merely by reason of its being done with the knowledge that 
it is likely to cause harm, if it be done without any criminal intention to cause harm, and in 
good faith for the purpose of preventing or avoiding other harm to person or property. 


Explanation.—It is a question of fact in such a case whether the harm to be prevented 
or avoided was of such a nature and so imminent as to justify or excuse the risk of doing the 
act with the knowledge that it was likely to cause harm. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, the captain of a vessel, suddenly and without any fault or negligence on his 
part, finds himself in such a position that, before he can stop his vessel, he must inevitably 
run down a boat B, with twenty or thirty passengers on board, unless he changes the course 
of his vessel, and that, by changing his course, he must incur risk of running down a boat C 
with only two passengers on board, which he may possibly clear. Here, if A alters his course 
without any intention to run down the boat C and in good faith for the purpose of avoiding 
the danger to the passengers in the boat B, he is not guilty of an offence, though he may run 
down the boat C by doing an act which he knew was likely to cause that effect, if it be found 
as a matter of fact that the danger which he intended to avoid was such as to excuse him in 
incurring the risk of running down the boat C. 


(b) A, in a great fire, pulls down houses in order to prevent the conflagration from 
spreading. He does this with the intention in good faith of saving human life or property. 
Here, if it be found that the harm to be prevented was of such a nature and so imminent as to 
excuse A’s act, A is not guilty of the offence. 
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20. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child under seven years of age. 


21. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child above seven years of age and under 
twelve years of age, who has not attained sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of 
the nature and consequences of his conduct on that occasion. 


22. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time of doing it, by 
reason of unsoundness of mind, is incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is 
doing what is either wrong or contrary to law. 


23. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time of doing it, is, by 
reason of intoxication, incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is 
either wrong, or contrary to law; provided that the thing which intoxicated him was 
administered to him without his knowledge or against his will. 


24. In cases where an act done is not an offence unless done with a particular knowledge 
or intent, a person who does the act in a state of intoxication shall be liable to be dealt with 
as if he had the same knowledge as he would have had if he had not been intoxicated, unless 
the thing which intoxicated him was administered to him without his knowledge or against 
his will. 


25. Nothing which is not intended to cause death, or grievous hurt, and which is not 
known by the doer to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt, is an offence by reason of any 
harm which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause, to any person, above eighteen 
years of age, who has given consent, whether express or implied, to suffer that harm; or by 
reason of any harm which it may be known by the doer to be likely to cause to any such 
person who has consented to take the risk of that harm. 


Illustration. 


A and Z agree to fence with each other for amusement. This agreement implies the 
consent of each to suffer any harm which, in the course of such fencing, may be caused 
without foul play; and if A, while playing fairly, hurts Z, A commits no offence. 


26. Nothing, which is not intended to cause death, is an offence by reason of any harm 
which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause, or be known by the doer to be likely 
to cause, to any person for whose benefit it is done in good faith, and who has given a 
consent, whether express or implied, to suffer that harm, or to take the risk of that harm. 


Illustration. 


A, asurgeon, knowing that a particular operation is likely to cause the death of Z, who 
suffers under the painful complaint, but not intending to cause Z’s death, and intending, in 
good faith, Z’s benefit, performs that operation on Z, with Z’s consent. A has committed no 
offence. 


27. Nothing which is done in good faith for the benefit of a person under twelve years 
of age, or person of unsound mind, by, or by consent, either express or implied, of the 
guardian or other person having lawful charge of that person, is an offence by reason of any 
harm which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause or be known by the doer to be 
likely to cause to that person: 


Provided that this exception shall not extend to— 
(a) the intentional causing of death, or to the attempting to cause death; 


(b) the doing of anything which the person doing it knows to be likely to cause 
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death, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or grievous hurt, or the 
curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


(c) the voluntary causing of grievous hurt, or to the attempting to cause grievous 
hurt, unless it be for the purpose of preventing death or grievous hurt, or the curing of 
any grievous disease or infirmity; 


(d) the abetment of any offence, to the committing of which offence it would not 
extend. 


Illustration. 


A, in good faith, for his child’s benefit without his child’s consent, has his child cut for 
the stone by a surgeon knowing it to be likely that the operation will cause the child’s death, 
but not intending to cause the child’s death. A is within the exception, in as much as his 
object was the cure of the child. 


28. A consent is not such a consent as is intended by any section of this Sanhita,— 


(a) if the consent is given by a person under fear of injury, or under a misconception 
of fact, and if the person doing the act knows, or has reason to believe, that the 
consent was given in consequence of such fear or misconception; or 


(b) if the consent is given by a person who, from unsoundness of mind, or 
intoxication, is unable to understand the nature and consequence of that to which he 
gives his consent; or 


(c) unless the contrary appears from the context, if the consent is given by a 
person who is under twelve years of age. 


29. The exceptions in sections 25, 26 and 27 do not extend to acts which are offences 
independently of any harm which they may cause, or be intended to cause, or be known to 
be likely to cause, to the person giving the consent, or on whose behalf the consent is given. 


Illustration. 


Causing miscarriage (unless caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the 
woman) is an offence independently of any harm which it may cause or be intended to cause to 
the woman. Therefore, it is not an offence “by reason of such harm”; and the consent of the 
woman or of her guardian to the causing of such miscarriage does not justify the act. 


30. Nothing is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause to a person for 
whose benefit it is done in good faith, even without that person’s consent, if the circumstances 
are such that it is impossible for that person to signify consent, or if that person is incapable 
of giving consent, and has no guardian or other person in lawful charge of him from whom it 
is possible to obtain consent in time for the thing to be done with benefit: 


Provided that this exception shall not extend to— 
(a) the intentional causing of death, or the attempting to cause death; 


(b) the doing of anything which the person doing it knows to be likely to cause 
death, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or grievous hurt, or the 
curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


(c) the voluntary causing of hurt, or to the attempting to cause hurt, for any 
purpose other than the preventing of death or hurt; 


(d) the abetment of any offence, to the committing of which offence it would not 
extend. 


Illustrations. 


(1) Z is thrown from his horse, and is insensible. A, a surgeon, finds that Z requires to 
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be trepanned. A, not intending Z’s death, but in good faith, for Z’s benefit, performs the 
trepan before Z recovers his power of judging for himself. A has committed no offence. 


(2) Zis carried off by a tiger. A fires at the tiger knowing it to be likely that the shot may 
kill Z, but not intending to kill Z, and in good faith intending Z’s benefit. A’s bullet gives Z a 
mortal wound. A has committed no offence. 


(3) A, a surgeon, sees a child suffer an accident which is likely to prove fatal unless an 
operation be immediately performed. There is no time to apply to the child’s guardian. A 
performs the operation in spite of the entreaties of the child, intending, in good faith, the 
child’s benefit. A has committed no offence. 


(4) Ais ina house which is on fire, with Z, a child. People below hold out a blanket. A 
drops the child from the house top, knowing it to be likely that the fall may kill the child, but 
not intending to kill the child, and intending, in good faith, the child’s benefit. Here, even if 
the child is killed by the fall, A has committed no offence. 


Explanation.—Mere pecuniary benefit is not benefit within the meaning of 
sections 26, 27 and this section. 


31. No communication made in good faith is an offence by reason of any harm to the 
person to whom it is made, if it is made for the benefit of that person. 


Illustration. 


A, a surgeon, in good faith, communicates to a patient his opinion that he cannot live. 
The patient dies in consequence of the shock. A has committed no offence, though he knew 
it to be likely that the communication might cause the patient’s death. 


32. Except murder, and offences against the State punishable with death, nothing is an 
offence which is done by a person who is compelled to do it by threats, which, at the time of 
doing it, reasonably cause the apprehension that instant death to that person will otherwise 
be the consequence: 


Provided that the person doing the act did not of his own accord, or from a reasonable 
apprehension of harm to himself short of instant death, place himself in the situation by 
which he became subject to such constraint. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, of his own accord, or by reason of a threat of being 
beaten, joins a gang of dacoits, knowing their character, is not entitled to the benefit of this 
exception, on the ground of his having been compelled by his associates to do anything that 
is an offence by law. 


Explanation 2.—A person seized by a gang of dacoits, and forced, by threat of instant 
death, to do a thing which is an offence by law; for example, a smith compelled to take his 
tools and to force the door of a house for the dacoits to enter and plunder it, is entitled to the 
benefit of this exception. 


33. Nothing is an offence by reason that it causes, or that it is intended to cause, or 
that it is known to be likely to cause, any harm, if that harm is so slight that no person of 
ordinary sense and temper would complain of such harm. 


Of right of private defence 


34, Nothing is an offence which is done in the exercise of the right of private defence. 


35. Every person has a right, subject to the restrictions contained in section 37, to 
defend— 


(a) his own body, and the body of any other person, against any offence affecting 
the human body; 


(b) the property, whether movable or immovable, of himself or of any other 
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person, against any act which is an offence falling under the definition of theft, robbery, 
mischief or criminal trespass, or which is an attempt to commit theft, robbery, mischief 
or criminal trespass. 


36. When an act, which would otherwise be a certain offence, is not that offence, by 
reason of the youth, the want of maturity of understanding, the unsoundness of mind or the 
intoxication of the person doing that act, or by reason of any misconception on the part of 
that person, every person has the same right of private defence against that act which he 
would have if the act were that offence. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Z, a person of unsound mind, attempts to kill A; Z is guilty of no offence. But A has 
the same right of private defence which he would have if Z were sane. 


(b) A enters by night a house which he is legally entitled to enter. Z, in good faith, 
taking A for a house-breaker, attacks A. Here Z, by attacking A under this misconception, 
commits no offence. But A has the same right of private defence against Z, which he would 
have if Z were not acting under that misconception. 


37. (1) There is no right of private defence,— 


(a) against an act which does not reasonably cause the apprehension of death 
or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to be done, by a public servant acting in good 
faith under colour of his office, though that act, may not be strictly justifiable by law; 


(b) against an act which does not reasonably cause the apprehension of death 
or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to be done, by the direction of a public 
servant acting in good faith under colour of his office, though that direction may not 
be strictly justifiable by law; 


(c) in cases in which there is time to have recourse to the protection of the public 
authorities. 


(2) The right of private defence in no case extends to the inflicting of more harm than 
it is necessary to inflict for the purpose of defence. 


Explanation 1.—A person is not deprived of the right of private defence against an act 
done, or attempted to be done, by a public servant, as such, unless he knows or has reason 
to believe, that the person doing the act is such public servant. 


Explanation 2.—A person is not deprived of the right of private defence against an act 
done, or attempted to be done, by the direction of a public servant, unless he knows, or has 
reason to believe, that the person doing the act is acting by such direction, or unless such 
person states the authority under which he acts, or if he has authority in writing, unless he 
produces such authority, if demanded. 


38. The right of private defence of the body extends, under the restrictions specified in 
section 37, to the voluntary causing of death or of any other harm to the assailant, if the 
offence which occasions the exercise of the right be of any of the descriptions hereinafter 
enumerated, namely:— 


(a) such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that death will 
otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


(b) such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous 
hurt will otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


(c) an assault with the intention of committing rape; 
(d) an assault with the intention of gratifying unnatural lust; 


(e) an assault with the intention of kidnapping or abducting; 
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(f) an assault with the intention of wrongfully confining a person, under 
circumstances which may reasonably cause him to apprehend that he will be unable to 
have recourse to the public authorities for his release; 


(g) an act of throwing or administering acid or an attempt to throw or administer 
acid which may reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous hurt will otherwise 
be the consequence of such act. 


39. If the offence be not of any of the descriptions specified in section 38, the right of 
private defence of the body does not extend to the voluntary causing of death to the 
assailant, but does extend, under the restrictions specified in section 37, to the voluntary 
causing to the assailant of any harm other than death. 


40. The right of private defence of the body commences as soon as a reasonable 
apprehension of danger to the body arises from an attempt or threat to commit the offence 
though the offence may not have been committed; and it continues as long as such 
apprehension of danger to the body continues. 


41. The right of private defence of property extends, under the restrictions specified in 
section 37, to the voluntary causing of death or of any other harm to the wrong-doer, if the 
offence, the committing of which, or the attempting to commit which, occasions the exercise 
of the right, be an offence of any of the descriptions hereinafter enumerated, namely:— 


(a) robbery; 
(b) house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise; 


(c) mischief by fire or any explosive substance committed on any building, tent 
or vessel, which building, tent or vessel is used as a human dwelling, or as a place for 
the custody of property; 


(d) theft, mischief, or house-trespass, under such circumstances as may 
reasonably cause apprehension that death or grievous hurt will be the consequence, 
if such right of private defence is not exercised. 


42. If the offence, the committing of which, or the attempting to commit which occasions 
the exercise of the right of private defence, be theft, mischief, or criminal trespass, not of any 
of the descriptions specified in section 41, that right does not extend to the voluntary 
causing of death, but does extend, subject to the restrictions specified in section 37, to the 
voluntary causing to the wrong-doer of any harm other than death. 


43. The right of private defence of property,— 


(a) commences when a reasonable apprehension of danger to the property 
commences; 


(b) against theft continues till the offender has effected his retreat with the 
property or either the assistance of the public authorities is obtained, or the property 
has been recovered; 

(c) against robbery continues as long as the offender causes or attempts to 


cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful restraint or as long as the fear of instant 
death or of instant hurt or of instant personal restraint continues; 


(d) against criminal trespass or mischief continues as long as the offender 
continues in the commission of criminal trespass or mischief; 


(e) against house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise continues as long as 
the house-trespass which has been begun by such house-breaking continues. 


44. If in the exercise of the right of private defence against an assault which reasonably 
causes the apprehension of death, the defender be so situated that he cannot effectually 
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exercise that right without risk of harm to an innocent person, his right of private defence 
extends to the running of that risk. 


Illustration. 


A is attacked by a mob who attempt to murder him. He cannot effectually exercise his 
right of private defence without firing on the mob, and he cannot fire without risk of harming 
young children who are mingled with the mob. Acommits no offence if by so firing he harms 
any of the children. 


CHAPTERIV 
OF ABETMENT, CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT 
of abetment 
45. A person abets the doing of a thing, who— 
(a) instigates any person to do that thing; or 


(b) engages with one or more other person or persons in any conspiracy for the 
doing of that thing, if an act or illegal omission takes place in pursuance of that 
conspiracy, and in order to the doing of that thing; or 


(c) intentionally aids, by any act or illegal omission, the doing of that thing. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, by wilful misrepresentation, or by wilful concealment 
of a material fact which he is bound to disclose, voluntarily causes or procures, or attempts 
to cause or procure, a thing to be done, is said to instigate the doing of that thing. 


Illustration. 


A, a public officer, is authorised by a warrant from a Court to apprehend Z. B, knowing 
that fact and also that C is not Z, wilfully represents to A that C is Z, and thereby intentionally 
causes A to apprehend C. Here B abets by instigation the apprehension of C. 


Explanation 2.—Whoever, either prior to or at the time of the commission of an act, 
does anything in order to facilitate the commission of that act, and thereby facilitates the 
commission thereof, is said to aid the doing of that act. 


46. A person abets an offence, who abets either the commission of an offence, or the 
commission of an act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by law of 
committing an offence with the same intention or knowledge as that of the abettor. 


Explanation 1.—The abetment of the illegal omission of an act may amount to an 
offence although the abettor may not himself be bound to do that act. 


Explanation 2.—To constitute the offence of abetment it is not necessary that the act 
abetted should be committed, or that the effect requisite to constitute the offence should be 
caused. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to murder C. B refuses to do so. A is guilty of abetting B to commit 
murder. 


(b) A instigates B to murder D. B in pursuance of the instigation stabs D. D recovers 
from the wound. A is guilty of instigating B to commit murder. 


Explanation 3.—It is not necessary that the person abetted should be capable by law 
of committing an offence, or that he should have the same guilty intention or knowledge as 
that of the abettor, or any guilty intention or knowledge. 
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Illustrations. 


(a) A, with a guilty intention, abets a child or a person of unsound mind to commit an 
act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by law of committing an 
offence, and having the same intention as A. Here A, whether the act be committed or not, is 
guilty of abetting an offence. 


(b) A, with the intention of murdering Z, instigates B, a child under seven years of age, 
to do an act which causes Z’s death. B, in consequence of the abetment, does the act in the 
absence of A and thereby causes Z’s death. Here, though B was not capable by law of 
committing an offence, A is liable to be punished in the same manner as if B had been capable 
by law of committing an offence, and had committed murder, and he is therefore subject to 
the punishment of death. 


(c) Ainstigates B to set fire to a dwelling-house. B, in consequence of his unsoundness 
of mind, being incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is wrong 
or contrary to law, sets fire to the house in consequence of A’s instigation. B has committed 
no offence, but A is guilty of abetting the offence of setting fire to a dwelling-house, and is 
liable to the punishment provided for that offence. 


(d) A, intending to cause a theft to be committed, instigates B to take property belonging 
to Z out of Z’s possession. A induces B to believe that the property belongs to A. B takes the 
property out of Z’s possession, in good faith, believing it to be A’s property. B, acting under 
this misconception, does not take dishonestly, and therefore does not commit theft. But A is 
guilty of abetting theft, and is liable to the same punishment as if B had committed theft. 


Explanation 4.—The abetment of an offence being an offence, the abetment of such 
an abetment is also an offence. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to instigate C to murder Z. B accordingly instigates C to murder Z, and 
C commits that offence in consequence of B’s instigation. B is liable to be punished for his 
offence with the punishment for murder; and, as A instigated B to commit the offence, A is 
also liable to the same punishment. 


Explanation 5.—It is not necessary to the commission of the offence of abetment by 
conspiracy that the abettor should concert the offence with the person who commits it. It is 
sufficient if he engages in the conspiracy in pursuance of which the offence is committed. 


Illustration. 


Aconcerts with B a plan for poisoning Z. It is agreed that A shall administer the poison. 
B then explains the plan to C mentioning that a third person is to administer the poison, but 
without mentioning A’s name. C agrees to procure the poison, and procures and delivers it to 
B for the purpose of its being used in the manner explained. A administers the poison; Z dies 
in consequence. Here, though A and C have not conspired together, yet C has been engaged 
in the conspiracy in pursuance of which Z has been murdered. C has therefore committed the 
offence defined in this section and is liable to the punishment for murder. 


47. A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Sanhita who, in India, abets 
the commission of any act without and beyond India which would constitute an offence if 
committed in India. 


Illustration. 


A, in India, instigates B, a foreigner in country X, to commit a murder in that country, 
Ais guilty of abetting murder. 


48. A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Sanhita who, without and 
beyond India, abets the commission of any act in India which would constitute an offence if 
committed in India. 
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Illustration. 
A, incountry X, instigates B, to commit a murder in India, A is guilty of abetting murder. 


49. Whoever abets any offence shall, if the act abetted is committed in consequence of 
the abetment, and no express provision is made by this Sanhita for the punishment of such 
abetment, be punished with the punishment provided for the offence. 


Explanation.—An act or offence is said to be committed in consequence of abetment, 
when it is committed in consequence of the instigation, or in pursuance of the conspiracy, or 
with the aid which constitutes the abetment. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to give false evidence. B, in consequence of the instigation, commits 
that offence. A is guilty of abetting that offence, and is liable to the same punishment as B. 


(b) A and B conspire to poison Z. A, in pursuance of the conspiracy, procures the 
poison and delivers it to B in order that he may administer it to Z. B, in pursuance of the 
conspiracy, administers the poison to Z in A’s absence and thereby causes Z’s death. Here 
B is guilty of murder. A is guilty of abetting that offence by conspiracy, and is liable to the 
punishment for murder. 


50. Whoever abets the commission of an offence shall, if the person abetted does the 
act with a different intention or knowledge from that of the abettor, be punished with the 
punishment provided for the offence which would have been committed if the act had been 
done with the intention or knowledge of the abettor and with no other. 


51. When an act is abetted and a different act is done, the abettor is liable for the act 
done, in the same manner and to the same extent as if he had directly abetted it: 


Provided that the act done was a probable consequence of the abetment, and was 
committed under the influence of the instigation, or with the aid or in pursuance of the 
conspiracy which constituted the abetment. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates a child to put poison into the food of Z, and gives him poison for that 
purpose. The child, in consequence of the instigation, by mistake puts the poison into the 
food of Y, which is by the side of that of Z. Here, if the child was acting under the influence 
of A’s instigation, and the act done was under the circumstances a probable consequence of 
the abetment, A is liable in the same manner and to the same extent as if he had instigated the 
child to put the poison into the food of Y. 


(b) A instigates B to burn Z’s house, B sets fire to the house and at the same time 
commits theft of property there. A, though guilty of abetting the burning of the house, is not 
guilty of abetting the theft; for the theft was a distinct act, and not a probable consequence 
of the burning. 


(c) A instigates B and C to break into an inhabited house at midnight for the purpose of 
robbery, and provides them with arms for that purpose. B and C break into the house, and 
being resisted by Z, one of the inmates, murder Z. Here, if that murder was the probable 
consequence of the abetment, A is liable to the punishment provided for murder. 


52. If the act for which the abettor is liable under section 51 is committed in addition to 
the act abetted, and constitute a distinct offence, the abettor is liable to punishment for each 
of the offences. 
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Illustration. 


A instigates B to resist by force a distress made by a public servant. B, in consequence, 
resists that distress. In offering the resistance, B voluntarily causes grievous hurt to the 
officer executing the distress. As B has committed both the offence of resisting the distress, 
and the offence of voluntarily causing grievous hurt, B is liable to punishment for both these 
offences; and, if A knew that B was likely voluntarily to cause grievous hurt in resisting the 
distress, A will also be liable to punishment for each of the offences. 


53. When an act is abetted with the intention on the part of the abettor of causing a 
particular effect, and an act for which the abettor is liable in consequence of the abetment, 
causes a different effect from that intended by the abettor, the abettor is liable for the effect 
caused, in the same manner and to the same extent as if he had abetted the act with the 
intention of causing that effect, provided he knew that the act abetted was likely to cause 
that effect. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to cause grievous hurt to Z. B, in consequence of the instigation, 
causes grievous hurt to Z. Z dies in consequence. Here, if A knew that the grievous hurt 
abetted was likely to cause death, A is liable to be punished with the punishment provided 
for murder. 


54. Whenever any person, who is absent would be liable to be punished as an abettor, 
is present when the act or offence for which he would be punishable in consequence of the 
abetment is committed, he shall be deemed to have committed such act or offence. 


55. Whoever abets the commission of an offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life, shall, if that offence be not committed in consequence of the abetment, 
and no express provision is made under this Sanhita for the punishment of such abetment, be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine; and ifany act for which the abettor is liable in consequence 
of the abetment, and which causes hurt to any person, is done, the abettor shall be liable to 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to fourteen years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to murder Z. The offence is not committed. If B had murdered Z, he 
would have been subject to the punishment of death or imprisonment for life. Therefore, A is 
liable to imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and also to a fine; and if 
any hurt be done to Z in consequence of the abetment, he will be liable to imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to fourteen years, and to fine. 


56. Whoever abets an offence punishable with imprisonment shall, if that offence be 
not committed in consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is made under this 
Sanhita for the punishment of such abetment, be punished with imprisonment of any 
description provided for that offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the 
longest term provided for that offence; or with such fine as is provided for that offence, or 
with both; and if the abettor or the person abetted is a public servant, whose duty it is to 
prevent the commission of such offence, the abettor shall be punished with imprisonment of 
any description provided for that offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the 
longest term provided for that offence, or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or 
with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to give false evidence. Here, if B does not give false evidence, A has 
nevertheless committed the offence defined in this section, and is punishable accordingly. 
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(b) A, a police officer, whose duty it is to prevent robbery, abets the commission of 
robbery. Here, though the robbery be not committed, A is liable to one-half of the longest 
term of imprisonment provided for that offence, and also to fine. 


(c) B abets the commission of a robbery by A, a police officer, whose duty it is to 
prevent that offence. Here, though the robbery be not committed, B is liable to one-half of the 
longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence of robbery, and also to fine. 


57. Whoever abets the commission of an offence by the public generally or by any 
number or class of persons exceeding ten, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years and with fine. 


Illustration. 


A affixes in a public place a placard instigating a sect consisting of more than ten 
members to meet at a certain time and place, for the purpose of attacking the members of an 
adverse sect, while engaged in a procession. A has committed the offence defined in this 
section. 


58. Whoever intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby 
facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life, 
voluntarily conceals by any act or omission, or by the use of encryption or any other 
information hiding tool, the existence of a design to commit such offence or makes any 
representation which he knows to be false respecting such design shall,— 


(a) if that offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years; or 


(b) if the offence be not committed, with imprisonment of either description, for 
a term which may extend to three years, 


and shall also be liable to fine. 
Illustration. 


A, knowing that dacoity is about to be committed at B, falsely informs the Magistrate 
that a dacoity is about to be committed at C, a place in an opposite direction, and thereby 
misleads the Magistrate with intent to facilitate the commission of the offence. The dacoity 
is committed at B in pursuance of the design. A is punishable under this section. 


59. Whoever, being a public servant, intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby facilitate the commission of an offence which it is his duty as such public 
servant to prevent, voluntarily conceals, by any act or omission or by the use of encryption 
or any other information hiding tool, the existence of a design to commit such offence, or 
makes any representation which he knows to be false respecting such design shall,— 


(a) if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of any description 
provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the longest term of 
such imprisonment, or with such fine as is provided for that offence, or with both; or 


(b) if the offence be punishable with death or imprisonment for life, with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years; or 


(c) if the offence be not committed, shall be punished with imprisonment of any 
description provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of 
the longest term of such imprisonment or with such fine as is provided for the offence, 
or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, an officer of police, being legally bound to give information of all designs to commit 
robbery which may come to his knowledge, and knowing that B designs to commit robbery, 
omits to give such information, with intent to so facilitate the commission of that offence. 
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Here A has by an illegal omission concealed the existence of B’s design, and is liable to 
punishment according to the provision of this section. 


60. Whoever, intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby 
facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with imprisonment, voluntarily conceals, 
by any act or illegal omission, the existence of a design to commit such offence, or makes any 
representation which he knows to be false respecting such design shall,— 


(a) if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-fourth; and 


(b) if the offence be not committed, to one-eighth, 


of the longest term of such imprisonment, or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or 
with both. 


Of criminal conspiracy 


61. (1) When two or more persons agree with the common object to do, or cause to be 
done— 


(a) an illegal act; or 


(b) an act which is not illegal by illegal means, such an agreement is designated 
acriminal conspiracy: 


Provided that no agreement except an agreement to commit an offence shall amount to 
a criminal conspiracy unless some act besides the agreement is done by one or more parties 
to such agreement in pursuance thereof. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial whether the illegal act is the ultimate object of such 
agreement, or is merely incidental to that object. 


(2) Whoever is a party to a criminal conspiracy,— 


(a) to commit an offence punishable with death, imprisonment for life or rigorous 
imprisonment for a term of two years or upwards, shall, where no express provision 1s 
made in this Sanhita for the punishment of such a conspiracy, be punished in the same 
manner as if he had abetted such offence; 


(b) other than a criminal conspiracy to commit an offence punishable as aforesaid 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding six 
months, or with fine or with both. 


Of attempt 


62. Whoever attempts to commit an offence punishable by this Sanhita with 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment, or to cause such an offence to be committed, and in 
such attempt does any act towards the commission of the offence, shall, where no express 
provision is made by this Sanhita for the punishment of such attempt, be punished with 
imprisonment of any description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to 
one-half of the imprisonment for life or, as the case may be, one-half of the longest term of 
imprisonment provided for that offence, or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or 
with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Amakes an attempt to steal some jewels by breaking open a box, and finds after so 
opening the box, that there is no jewel in it. He has done an act towards the commission of 
theft, and therefore is guilty under this section. 


(b) A makes an attempt to pick the pocket of Z by thrusting his hand into Z’s pocket. A 
fails in the attempt in consequence of Z’s having nothing in his pocket. A is guilty under this 
section. 
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CHAPTER V 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST WOMAN AND CHILD 
Of sexual offences 
63. Aman is said to commit “rape” if he— 


(a) penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra or anus of 
a woman or makes her to do so with him or any other person; or 


(b) inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of the body, not being the penis, 
into the vagina, the urethra or anus of a woman or makes her to do so with him or any 
other person; or 


(c) manipulates any part of the body of a woman so as to cause penetration into 
the vagina, urethra, anus or any part of body of such woman or makes her to do so with 
him or any other person; or 


(d) applies his mouth to the vagina, anus, urethra of a woman or makes her to do 
so with him or any other person, 


under the circumstances falling under any of the following seven descriptions:— 
(i) against her will; 
(ii) without her consent; 


(iii) with her consent, when her consent has been obtained by putting her or 
any person in whom she is interested, in fear of death or of hurt; 


(iv) with her consent, when the man knows that he is not her husband and that 
her consent is given because she believes that he is another man to whom she is or 
believes herself to be lawfully married; 


(v) with her consent when, at the time of giving such consent, by reason of 
unsoundness of mind or intoxication or the administration by him personally or through 
another of any stupefying or unwholesome substance, she is unable to understand 
the nature and consequences of that to which she gives consent; 


(vi) with or without her consent, when she is under eighteen years of age; 
(vii) when she is unable to communicate consent. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “vagina” shall also include labia 
majora. 


Explanation 2.—Consent means an unequivocal voluntary agreement when the woman 
by words, gestures or any form of verbal or non-verbal communication, communicates 
willingness to participate in the specific sexual act: 


Provided that a woman who does not physically resist to the act of penetration shall 
not by the reason only of that fact, be regarded as consenting to the sexual activity. 


Exception 1.—A medical procedure or intervention shall not constitute rape. 


Exception 2.—Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife 
not being under eighteen years of age, is not rape. 


64. (1) Whoever, except in the cases provided for in sub-section (2), commits rape, 
shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not 
be less than ten years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


(2) Whoever,— 


(a) being a police officer, commits rape,— 
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(i) within the limits of the police station to which such police officer is 
appointed; or 


(ii) in the premises of any station house; or 


(iii) on a woman in such police officer’s custody or in the custody of a 
police officer subordinate to such police officer; or 


(b) being a public servant, commits rape on a woman in such public servant’s 
custody or in the custody of a public servant subordinate to such public servant; or 


(c) being a member of the armed forces deployed in an area by the Central 
Government or a State Government commits rape in such area; or 


(d) being on the management or on the staff of a jail, remand home or other place 
of custody established by or under any law for the time being in force or of a women’s 
or children’s institution, commits rape on any inmate of such jail, remand home, place 
or institution; or 


(e) being on the management or on the staff of a hospital, commits rape on a 
woman in that hospital; or 


(f) being a relative, guardian or teacher of, or a person in a position of trust or 
authority towards the woman, commits rape on such woman; or 


(g) commits rape during communal or sectarian violence; or 
(h) commits rape on a woman knowing her to be pregnant; or 
(i) commits rape, on a woman incapable of giving consent; or 


(j) being in a position of control or dominance over a woman, commits rape on 
such woman; or 


(k) commits rape on a woman suffering from mental or physical disability; or 


(1) while committing rape causes grievous bodily harm or maims or disfigures or 
endangers the life of a woman; or 


(m) commits rape repeatedly on the same woman, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten 
years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—F or the purposes of this sub-section,— 


(a) “armed forces” means the naval, army and air forces and includes any member 
of the Armed Forces constituted under any law for the time being in force, including 
the paramilitary forces and any auxiliary forces that are under the control of the Central 
Government or the State Government; 


(b) “hospital” means the precincts of the hospital and includes the precincts of 
any institution for the reception and treatment of persons during convalescence or of 
persons requiring medical attention or rehabilitation; 


(c) “police officer” shall have the same meaning as assigned to the expression 
“police” under the Police Act, 1861; 


(d) “women’s or children’s institution” means an institution, whether called an 
orphanage or a home for neglected women or children or a widow’s home or an 
institution called by any other name, which is established and maintained for the 
reception and care of women or children. 


5 of 1861. 
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65. (1) Whoever, commits rape on a woman _ under sixteen years of age shall be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, 
but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and 
rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid to the 
victim. 

(2) Whoever, commits rape on a woman under twelve years of age shall be punished 
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, but which 


may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that 
person’s natural life, and with fine or with death: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and 
rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid to the 
victim. 

66. Whoever, commits an offence punishable under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) 
of section 64 and in the course of such commission inflicts an injury which causes the death 
of the woman or causes the woman to be in a persistent vegetative state, shall be punished 
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that 
person’s natural life, or with death. 


67. Whoever has sexual intercourse with his own wife, who is living separately, whether 
under a decree of separation or otherwise, without her consent, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than two years but 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of the acts mentioned 
in clauses (a) to (d) of section 63. 


68. Whoever, being— 
(a) in a position of authority or in a fiduciary relationship; or 
(b) a public servant; or 


(c) superintendent or manager of a jail, remand home or other place of custody 
established by or under any law for the time being in force, or a women’s or children’s 
institution; or 


(d) on the management of a hospital or being on the staff of a hospital, 


abuses such position or fiduciary relationship to induce or seduce any woman either in his 
custody or under his charge or present in the premises to have sexual intercourse with him, 
such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than five years, but 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of the acts 
mentioned in clauses (a) to (d) of section 63. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, Explanation | to section 63 shall 
also be applicable. 


Explanation 3.—“Superintendent”, in relation to a jail, remand home or other place of 
custody or a women’s or children’s institution, includes a person holding any other office in 
such jail, remand home, place or institution by virtue of which such person can exercise any 
authority or control over its inmates. 
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Explanation 4.—The expressions “hospital” and “women’s or children’s institution” 
shall respectively have the same meanings as in clauses (b) and (d) of the Explanation to 
sub-section (2) of section 64. 


69. Whoever, by deceitful means or by making promise to marry to a woman without 
any intention of fulfilling the same, has sexual intercourse with her, such sexual intercourse 
not amounting to the offence of rape, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—‘‘deceitful means” shall include inducement for, or false promise of 
employment or promotion, or marrying by suppressing identity. 


70. (1) Where a woman is raped by one or more persons constituting a group or acting 
in furtherance of a common intention, each of those persons shall be deemed to have committed 
the offence of rape and shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than twenty years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and 
rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid to the 
victim. 

(2) Where a woman under eighteen years of age is raped by one or more persons 
constituting a group or acting in furtherance of a common intention, each of those persons 
shall be deemed to have committed the offence of rape and shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s 
natural life, and with fine, or with death: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and 
rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid to the 
victim. 

71. Whoever has been previously convicted of an offence punishable under 
section 64 or section 65 or section 66 or section 70 and is subsequently convicted of an 
offence punishable under any of the said sections shall be punished with imprisonment for 


life which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, or with 
death. 


72. (1) Whoever prints or publishes the name or any matter which may make known 
the identity of any person against whom an offence under section 64 or section 65 or 
section 66 or section 67 or section 68 or section 69 or section 70 or section 71 is alleged or 
found to have been committed (hereafter in this section referred to as the victim) shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) extends to any printing or publication of the name or 
any matter which may make known the identity of the victim if such printing or publication 
is— 


(a) by or under the order in writing of the officer-in-charge of the police station 
or the police officer making the investigation into such offence acting in good faith for 
the purposes of such investigation; or 


(b) by, or with the authorisation in writing of, the victim; or 


(c) where the victim is dead or a child or of unsound mind, by, or with the 
authorisation in writing of, the next of kin of the victim: 


Provided that no such authorisation shall be given by the next of kin to anybody other 
than the chairman or the secretary, by whatever name called, of any recognised welfare 
institution or organisation. 
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Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “recognised welfare institution 
or organisation” means a social welfare institution or organisation recognised in this behalf 
by the Central Government or the State Government. 


73. Whoever prints or publishes any matter in relation to any proceeding before a 
Court with respect to an offence referred to in section 72 without the previous permission of 
such Court shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—The printing or publication of the judgment of any High Court or the 
Supreme Court does not amount to an offence within the meaning of this section. 


Of criminal force and assault against woman 


74. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, intending to outrage or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby outrage her modesty, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than one year but which 
may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


75. (1) Aman committing any of the following acts:— 


(i) physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and explicit sexual 
overtures; or 


(ii) a demand or request for sexual favours; or 
(iii) showing pornography against the will of a woman; or 
(iv) making sexually coloured remarks, 

shall be guilty of the offence of sexual harassment. 


(2) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (i) or clause (ii) or clause (iii) 
of sub-section (1) shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (iv) of sub-section (1) shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, 
or with fine, or with both. 


76. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman or abets such act with the 
intention of disrobing or compelling her to be naked, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which shall not be less than three years but which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


77. Whoever watches, or captures the image of a woman engaging in a private act in 
circumstances where she would usually have the expectation of not being observed either 
by the perpetrator or by any other person at the behest of the perpetrator or disseminates 
such image shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for 
aterm which shall not be less than one year, but which may extend to three years, and shall 
also be liable to fine, and be punished on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which shall not be less than three years, but which may extend 
to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “private act” includes an act of 
watching carried out in a place which, in the circumstances, would reasonably be expected to 
provide privacy and where the victim’s genitals, posterior or breasts are exposed or covered 
only in underwear; or the victim is using a lavatory; or the victim is doing a sexual act that is 
not of a kind ordinarily done in public. 
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Explanation 2.—Where the victim consents to the capture of the images or any act, 
but not to their dissemination to third persons and where such image or act is disseminated, 
such dissemination shall be considered an offence under this section. 


78. (1) Any man who— 


(i) follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to contact such woman to foster 
personal interaction repeatedly despite a clear indication of disinterest by such woman; or 


(ii) monitors the use by a woman of the internet, e-mail or any other form of 
electronic communication, 


commits the offence of stalking: 


Provided that such conduct shall not amount to stalking if the man who pursued it 
proves that— 


(i) it was pursued for the purpose of preventing or detecting crime and the man 
accused of stalking had been entrusted with the responsibility of prevention and 
detection of crime by the State; or 


(ii) it was pursued under any law or to comply with any condition or requirement 
imposed by any person under any law; or 


(iii) in the particular circumstances such conduct was reasonable and justified. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of stalking shall be punished on first conviction with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also 
be liable to fine; and be punished on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


79. Whoever, intending to insult the modesty of any woman, utters any words, makes 
any sound or gesture, or exhibits any object in any form, intending that such word or sound 
shall be heard, or that such gesture or object shall be seen, by such woman, or intrudes upon 
the privacy of such woman, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to three years, and also with fine. 


Of offences relating to marriage 


80. (1) Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily injury or occurs 
otherwise than under normal circumstances within seven years of her marriage and it is 
shown that soon before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband 
or any relative of her husband for, or in connection with, any demand for dowry, such death 
shall be called “dowry death”, and such husband or relative shall be deemed to have caused 
her death. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “dowry” shall have the same 
meaning as in section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. 


(2) Whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life. 


81. Every man who by deceit causes any woman who is not lawfully married to him to 
believe that she is lawfully married to him and to cohabit or have sexual intercourse with him 
in that belief, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


82. (1) Whoever, having a husband or wife living, marries in any case in which such 
marriage is void by reason of its taking place during the life of such husband or wife, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Exception.—This sub-section does not extend to any person whose marriage with 
such husband or wife has been declared void by a Court of competent jurisdiction, nor to 
any person who contracts a marriage during the life of a former husband or wife, if such 
husband or wife, at the time of the subsequent marriage, shall have been continually absent 
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from such person for the space of seven years, and shall not have been heard of by such 
person as being alive within that time provided the person contracting such subsequent 
marriage shall, before such marriage takes place, inform the person with whom such marriage 
is contracted of the real state of facts so far as the same are within his or her knowledge. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence under sub-section (1) having concealed from the 
person with whom the subsequent marriage is contracted, the fact of the former marriage, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


83. Whoever, dishonestly or with a fraudulent intention, goes through the ceremony 
of being married, knowing that he is not thereby lawfully married, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


84. Whoever takes or entices away any woman who is and whom he knows or has 
reason to believe to be the wife of any other man, with intent that she may have illicit 
intercourse with any person, or conceals or detains with that intent any such woman, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


85. Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, subjects 
such woman to cruelty shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three years and shall also be liable to fine. 


86. For the purposes of section 85, “cruelty” means— 


(a) any wilful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to drive the woman 
to commit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger to life, limb or health (whether 
mental or physical) of the woman; or 


(b) harassment of the woman where such harassment is with a view to coercing 
her or any person related to her to meet any unlawful demand for any property or 
valuable security or is on account of failure by her or any person related to her to meet 
such demand. 


87. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any woman with intent that she may be compelled, or 
knowing it to be likely that she will be compelled, to marry any person against her will, or in 
order that she may be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, or knowing it to be likely that 
she will be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; 
and whoever, by means of criminal intimidation as defined in this Sanhita or of abuse of 
authority or any other method of compulsion, induces any woman to go from any place with 
intent that she may be, or knowing that it is likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit 
intercourse with another person shall also be punishable as aforesaid. 


Of causing miscarriage, etc. 

88. Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry, shall, if such miscarriage 
be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both; and, if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within the meaning of this 
section. 
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89. Whoever commits the offence under section 88 without the consent of the woman, 
whether the woman is quick with child or not, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


90. (1) Whoever, with intent to cause the miscarriage of a woman with child, does any 
act which causes the death of such woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Where the act referred to in sub-section (1) is done without the consent of the 
woman, shall be punishable either with imprisonment for life, or with the punishment specified 
in said sub-section. 


Explanation.—It is not essential to this offence that the offender should know that 
the act is likely to cause death. 


91. Whoever before the birth of any child does any act with the intention of thereby 
preventing that child from being born alive or causing it to die after its birth, and does by 
such act prevent that child from being born alive, or causes it to die after its birth, shall, if 
such act be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the mother, be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


92. Whoever does any act under such circumstances, that if he thereby caused death 
he would be guilty of culpable homicide, and does by such act cause the death of a quick 
unborn child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that he is likely to cause the death of a pregnant woman, does an act 
which, if it caused the death of the woman, would amount to culpable homicide. The woman 
is injured, but does not die; but the death of an unborn quick child with which she is 
pregnant is thereby caused. A is guilty of the offence defined in this section. 


Of offences against child 


93. Whoever being the father or mother of a child under the age of twelve years, or 
having the care of such child, shall expose or leave such child in any place with the intention 
of wholly abandoning such child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—This section is not intended to prevent the trial of the offender for 
murder or culpable homicide, as the case may be, if the child die in consequence of the 
exposure. 


94. Whoever, by secretly burying or otherwise disposing of the dead body of a child 
whether such child die before or after or during its birth, intentionally conceals or endeavours 
to conceal the birth of such child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


95. Whoever hires, employs or engages any child to commit an offence shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description which shall not be less than three years 
but which may extend to ten years, and with fine; and if the offence be committed shall also 
be punished with the punishment provided for that offence as if the offence has been 
committed by such person himself. 


Explanation.—Hiring, employing, engaging or using a child for sexual exploitation or 
pornography is covered within the meaning of this section. 


96. Whoever, by any means whatsoever, induces any child to go from any place or to 
do any act with intent that such child may be, or knowing that it is likely that such child will 
be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with another person shall be punishable with 
imprisonment which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


97. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any child under the age of ten years with the intention 
of taking dishonestly any movable property from the person of such child, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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98. Whoever sells, lets to hire, or otherwise disposes of any child with intent that such 
child shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse 
with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such 
child will at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—When a female under the age of eighteen years is sold, let for hire, or 
otherwise disposed of to a prostitute or to any person who keeps or manages a brothel, the 
person so disposing of such female shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have 
disposed of her with the intent that she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section “illicit intercourse” means sexual 
intercourse between persons not united by marriage or by any union or tie which, though 
not amounting to a marriage, is recognised by the personal law or custom of the community 
to which they belong or, where they belong to different communities, of both such 
communities, as constituting between them a quasi-marital relation. 


99. Whoever buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of any child with intent that 
such child shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit 
intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be 
likely that such child will at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than 
seven years but which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—Any prostitute or any person keeping or managing a brothel, who 
buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of a female under the age of eighteen years 
shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have obtained possession of such female 
with the intent that she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation 2.—‘‘Illicit intercourse” has the same meaning as in section 98. 


CHAPTER VI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE HUMAN BODY 
Of offences affecting life 


100. Whoever causes death by doing an act with the intention of causing death, 
or with the intention of causing such bodily injury as is likely to cause death, or with the 
knowledge that he is likely by such act to cause death, commits the offence of culpable 
homicide. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A lays sticks and turf over a pit, with the intention of thereby causing death, or with 
the knowledge that death is likely to be thereby caused. Z, believing the ground to be firm, 
treads on it, falls in and is killed. A has committed the offence of culpable homicide. 


(b) A knows Z to be behind a bush. B does not know it. A, intending to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely to cause Z’s death, induces B to fire at the bush. B fires and kills Z. 
Here B may be guilty of no offence; but A has committed the offence of culpable homicide. 


(c) A, by shooting at a fowl with intent to kill and steal it, kills B, who is behind a bush; 
A not knowing that he was there. Here, although A was doing an unlawful act, he was not 
guilty of culpable homicide, as he did not intend to kill B, or to cause death by doing an act 
that he knew was likely to cause death. 


Explanation 1.—A person who causes bodily injury to another who is labouring 
under a disorder, disease or bodily infirmity, and thereby accelerates the death of that other, 
shall be deemed to have caused his death. 
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Explanation 2.—Where death is caused by bodily injury, the person who causes such 
bodily injury shall be deemed to have caused the death, although by resorting to proper 
remedies and skilful treatment the death might have been prevented. 


Explanation 3.—The causing of the death of a child in the mother’s womb is not 
homicide. But it may amount to culpable homicide to cause the death of a living child, if any 
part of that child has been brought forth, though the child may not have breathed or been 
completely born. 


101. Except in the cases hereinafter excepted, culpable homicide is murder,— 


(a) ifthe act by which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing 
death; or 


(b) if the act by which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing 
such bodily injury as the offender knows to be likely to cause the death of the person 
to whom the harm is caused; or 


(c) if the act by which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing 
bodily injury to any person and the bodily injury intended to be inflicted is sufficient 
in the ordinary course of nature to cause death; or 


(d) if the person committing the act by which the death is caused, knows that it 
is so imminently dangerous that it must, in all probability, cause death, or such bodily 
injury as is likely to cause death, and commits such act without any excuse for incurring 
the risk of causing death or such injury as aforesaid. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Ashoots Z with the intention of killing him. Z dies in consequence. A commits 
murder. 


(b) A, knowing that Z is labouring under such a disease that a blow is likely to cause 
his death, strikes him with the intention of causing bodily injury. Z dies in consequence of 
the blow. A is guilty of murder, although the blow might not have been sufficient in the 
ordinary course of nature to cause the death of a person in a sound state of health. But if A, 
not knowing that Z is labouring under any disease, gives him such a blow as would not in the 
ordinary course of nature kill a person in a sound state of health, here A, although he may 
intend to cause bodily injury, is not guilty of murder, if he did not intend to cause death, or 
such bodily injury as in the ordinary course of nature would cause death. 


(c) A intentionally gives Z a sword-cut or club-wound sufficient to cause the death of 
a man in the ordinary course of nature. Z dies in consequence. Here A is guilty of murder, 
although he may not have intended to cause Z’s death. 


(d) A without any excuse fires a loaded cannon into a crowd of persons and kills one 
of them. Ais guilty of murder, although he may not have had a premeditated design to kill any 
particular individual. 


Exception 1.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, whilst deprived of the 
power of self-control by grave and sudden provocation, causes the death of the person who 
gave the provocation or causes the death of any other person by mistake or accident: 


Provided that the provocation is not,— 


(a) sought or voluntarily provoked by the offender as an excuse for killing or 
doing harm to any person; 


(b) given by anything done in obedience to the law, or by a public servant in the 
lawful exercise of the powers of such public servant; 


(c) given by anything done in the lawful exercise of the right of private defence. 


Explanation.—Whether the provocation was grave and sudden enough to prevent 
the offence from amounting to murder is a question of fact. 
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Illustrations. 


(a) A, under the influence of passion excited by a provocation given by Z, intentionally 
kills Y, Z’s child. This is murder, in as much as the provocation was not given by the child, and 
the death of the child was not caused by accident or misfortune in doing an act caused by the 
provocation. 


(b) Y gives grave and sudden provocation to A. A, on this provocation, fires a pistol at 
Y, neither intending nor knowing himself to be likely to kill Z, who is near him, but out of sight. 
Akills Z. Here A has not committed murder, but merely culpable homicide. 


(c) Ais lawfully arrested by Z, a bailiff. Ais excited to sudden and violent passion by 
the arrest, and kills Z. This is murder, in as much as the provocation was given by a thing 
done by a public servant in the exercise of his powers. 


(d) A appears as a witness before Z, a Magistrate. Z says that he does not believe a 
word of A’s deposition, and that A has perjured himself. A is moved to sudden passion by 
these words, and kills Z. This is murder. 


(e) A attempts to pull Z’s nose. Z, in the exercise of the right of private defence, lays 
hold of A to prevent him from doing so. A is moved to sudden and violent passion in 
consequence, and kills Z. This is murder, in as much as the provocation was giving by a thing 
done in the exercise of the right of private defence. 


(f) Z strikes B. B is by this provocation excited to violent rage. A, a bystander, intending 
to take advantage of B’s rage, and to cause him to kill Z, puts a knife into B’s hand for that 
purpose. B kills Z with the knife. Here B may have committed only culpable homicide, but A 
is guilty of murder. 


Exception 2.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender in the exercise in good 
faith of the right of private defence of person or property, exceeds the power given to him by 
law and causes the death of the person against whom he is exercising such right of defence 
without premeditation, and without any intention of doing more harm than is necessary for 
the purpose of such defence. 


Illustration. 


Z attempts to horsewhip A, not in such a manner as to cause grievous hurt to A. A 
draws out a pistol. Z persists in the assault. A believing in good faith that he can by no other 
means prevent himself from being horsewhipped, shoots Z dead. A has not committed 
murder, but only culpable homicide. 


Exception 3.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, being a public servant 
or aiding a public servant acting for the advancement of public justice, exceeds the powers 
given to him by law, and causes death by doing an act which he, in good faith, believes to be 
lawful and necessary for the due discharge of his duty as such public servant and without 
ill-will towards the person whose death is caused. 


Exception 4.—Culpable homicide is not murder if it is committed without premeditation 
in a sudden fight in the heat of passion upon a sudden quarrel and without the offender’s 
having taken undue advantage or acted in a cruel or unusual manner. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial in such cases which party offers the provocation or 
commits the first assault. 


Exception 5.—Culpable homicide is not murder when the person whose death is caused, 
being above the age of eighteen years, suffers death or takes the risk of death with his own 
consent. 


Illustration. 


A, by instigation, voluntarily causes Z, a child to commit suicide. Here, on account of 
Z’s youth, he was incapable of giving consent to his own death; A has therefore abetted 
murder. 
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102. If a person, by doing anything which he intends or knows to be likely to cause 
death, commits culpable homicide by causing the death of any person, whose death he 
neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause, the culpable homicide committed by 
the offender is of the description of which it would have been if he had caused the death of 
the person whose death he intended or knew himself to be likely to cause. 


103. (1) Whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) When a group of five or more persons acting in concert commits murder on the 
ground of race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, language, personal belief or any 
other similar ground each member of such group shall be punished with death or with 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


104. Whoever, being under sentence of imprisonment for life, commits murder, shall be 
punished with death or with imprisonment for life, which shall mean the remainder of that 
person’s natural life. 


105. Whoever commits culpable homicide not amounting to murder, shall be punished 
with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be 
less than five years but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine, if the 
act by which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing death, or of causing 
such bodily injury as is likely to cause death; or with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years and with fine, if the act is done with the knowledge that 
it is likely to cause death, but without any intention to cause death, or to cause such bodily 
injury as is likely to cause death. 


106. (1) Whoever causes death of any person by doing any rash or negligent act not 
amounting to culpable homicide, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if such act is 
done by a registered medical practitioner while performing medical procedure, he shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.— For the purposes of this sub-section, “registered medical practitioner” 
means a medical practitioner who possesses any medical qualification recognised under the 
National Medical Commission Act, 2019 and whose name has been entered in the National 
Medical Register or a State Medical Register under that Act. 


(2) Whoever causes death of any person by rash and negligent driving of vehicle not 
amounting to culpable homicide, and escapes without reporting it to a police officer or a 
Magistrate soon after the incident, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
of a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


107. If any child, any person of unsound mind, any delirious person or any person in 
a state of intoxication, commits suicide, whoever abets the commission of such suicide, shall 
be punished with death or imprisonment for life, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


108. If any person commits suicide, whoever abets the commission of such suicide, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


109. (1) Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge, and under such 
circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would be guilty of murder, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine; and if hurt is caused to any person by such act, the offender 
shall be liable either to imprisonment for life, or to such punishment as is hereinbefore 
mentioned. 
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(2) When any person offending under sub-section (1) is under sentence of imprisonment 
for life, he may, if hurt is caused, be punished with death or with imprisonment for life, which 
shall mean the remainder of that person’s natural life. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A shoots at Z with intention to kill him, under such circumstances that, if death 
ensued, A would be guilty of murder. A is liable to punishment under this section. 


(b) A, with the intention of causing the death of a child of tender years, exposes it ina 
desert place. A has committed the offence defined by this section, though the death of the 
child does not ensue. 


(c) A, intending to murder Z, buys a gun and loads it. A has not yet committed the 
offence. A fires the gun at Z. He has committed the offence defined in this section, and, if by 
such firing he wounds Z, he is liable to the punishment provided by the latter part of 
sub-section (1). 


(d) A, intending to murder Z by poison, purchases poison and mixes the same with 
food which remains in A’s keeping; A has not yet committed the offence defined in this 
section. A places the food on Z’s table or delivers it to Z’s servants to place it on Z’s table. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


110. Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge and under such 
circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would be guilty of culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and, if hurt is caused to any 
person by such act, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, on grave and sudden provocation, fires a pistol at Z, under such circumstances that 
if he thereby caused death, he would be guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to 
murder. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


111. (1) Any continuing unlawful activity including kidnapping, robbery, vehicle 
theft, extortion, land grabbing, contract killing, economic offence, cyber-crimes, trafficking 
of persons, drugs, weapons or illicit goods or services, human trafficking for prostitution or 
ransom, by any person or a group of persons acting in concert, singly or jointly, either as a 
member of an organised crime syndicate or on behalf of such syndicate, by use of violence, 
threat of violence, intimidation, coercion, or by any other unlawful means to obtain direct or 
indirect material benefit including a financial benefit, shall constitute organised crime. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section,— 


(i) “organised crime syndicate” means a group of two or more persons who, 
acting either singly or jointly, as a syndicate or gang indulge in any continuing 
unlawful activity; 

(ii) “continuing unlawful activity” means an activity prohibited by law which is 


a cognizable offence punishable with imprisonment of three years or more, undertaken 
by any person, either singly or jointly, as a member of an organised crime syndicate or 
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on behalf of such syndicate in respect of which more than one charge-sheets have 
been filed before a competent Court within the preceding period of ten years and that 
Court has taken cognizance of such offence, and includes economic offence; 


(iii) “economic offence” includes criminal breach of trust, forgery, counterfeiting 
of currency-notes, bank-notes and Government stamps, hawala transaction, 
mass-marketing fraud or running any scheme to defraud several persons or doing any 
act in any manner with a view to defraud any bank or financial institution or any other 
institution or organisation for obtaining monetary benefits in any form. 


(2) Whoever commits organised crime shall,— 


(a) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be punished with 
death or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less 
than ten lakh rupees; 


(b) in any other case, be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also 
be liable to fine which shall not be less than five lakh rupees. 


(3) Whoever abets, attempts, conspires or knowingly facilitates the commission of an 
organised crime, or otherwise engages in any act preparatory to an organised crime, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less 
than five lakh rupees. 


(4) Any person who is a member of an organised crime syndicate shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend 
to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than five lakh 
rupees. 


(5) Whoever, intentionally, harbours or conceals any person who has committed the 
offence of an organised crime shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than three years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine which shall not be less than five lakh rupees: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which the harbour or 
concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(6) Whoever possesses any property derived or obtained from the commission of an 
organised crime or proceeds of any organised crime or which has been acquired through 
the organised crime, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be 
less than three years but which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable 
to fine which shall not be less than two lakh rupees. 


(7) If any person on behalf of a member of an organised crime syndicate is, or at any 
time has been in possession of movable or immovable property which he cannot satisfactorily 
account for, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
three years but which may extend to imprisonment for ten years and shall also be liable to 
fine which shall not be less than one lakh rupees. 


112. (1) Whoever, being a member ofa group or gang, either singly or jointly, commits 
any act of theft, snatching, cheating, unauthorised selling of tickets, unauthorised betting 
or gambling, selling of public examination question papers or any other similar criminal act, 
is said to commit petty organised crime. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section "theft" includes trick theft, theft 
from vehicle, dwelling house or business premises, cargo theft, pick pocketing, theft through 
card skimming, shoplifting and theft of Automated Teller Machine. 

(2) Whoever commits any petty organised crime shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 
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113. (1) Whoever does any act with the intent to threaten or likely to threaten the 
unity, integrity, sovereignty, security, or economic security of India or with the intent to 
strike terror or likely to strike terror in the people or any section of the people in India or 
in any foreign country,— 


(a) by using bombs, dynamite or other explosive substance or inflammable 
substance or firearms or other lethal weapons or poisonous or noxious gases or other 
chemicals or by any other substance (whether biological, radioactive, nuclear or 
otherwise) of a hazardous nature or by any other means of whatever nature to cause 
or likely to cause,— 


(i) death of, or injury to, any person or persons; or 
(ii) loss of, or damage to, or destruction of, property; or 


(iii) disruption of any supplies or services essential to the life of the 
community in India or in any foreign country; or 


(iv) damage to, the monetary stability of India by way of production or 
smuggling or circulation of counterfeit Indian paper currency, coin or of any 
other material; or 


(v) damage or destruction of any property in India or ina foreign country 
used or intended to be used for the defence of India or in connection with any 
other purposes of the Government of India, any State Government or any of 
their agencies; or 


(b) overawes by means of criminal force or the show of criminal force or attempts 
to do so or causes death of any public functionary or attempts to cause death of any 
public functionary; or 


(c) detains, kidnaps or abducts any person and threatening to kill or injure such 
person or does any other act in order to compel the Government of India, any 
State Government or the Government of a foreign country or an international or 
inter-governmental organisation or any other person to do or abstain from doing any act, 


commit a terrorist act. 
Explanation.—For the purpose of this sub-section,— 


(a) “public functionary” means the constitutional authorities or any other 
functionary notified in the Official Gazette by the Central Government as public 
functionary; 


(b) “counterfeit Indian currency” means the counterfeit currency as may be 
declared after examination by an authorised or notified forensic authority that such 
currency imitates or compromises with the key security features of Indian currency. 


(2) Whoever commits a terrorist act shall,— 


(a) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be punished with 
death or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) in any other case, be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever conspires or attempts to commit, or advocates, abets, advises or incites, 
directly or knowingly facilitates the commission of a terrorist act or any act preparatory to 
the commission of a terrorist act, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 
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(4) Whoever organises or causes to be organised any camp or camps for imparting 
training in terrorist act, or recruits or causes to be recruited any person or persons for 
commission ofa terrorist act, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


(5) Any person who is a member of an organisation which is involved in terrorist act, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to imprisonment for life, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever voluntarily harbours or conceals, or attempts to harbour or conceal any 
person knowing that such person has committed a terrorist act shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which the harbour or 
concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(7) Whoever knowingly possesses any property derived or obtained from commission 
of any terrorist act or acquired through the commission of any terrorist act shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that the officer not 
below the rank of Superintendent of Police shall decide whether to register the case under 
this section or under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 


Of hurt 


114. Whoever causes bodily pain, disease or infirmity to any person is said to cause 
hurt. 


115. (1) Whoever does any act with the intention of thereby causing hurt to any 
person, or with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause hurt to any person, and does 
thereby cause hurt to any person, is said “voluntarily to cause hurt”. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (1) of section 122 voluntarily 
causes hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


116. The following kinds of hurt only are designated as “grievous”, namely:— 
(a) Emasculation; 
(b) Permanent privation of the sight of either eye; 
(c) Permanent privation of the hearing of either ear; 
(d) Privation of any member or joint; 
(e) Destruction or permanent impairing of the powers of any member or joint; 
(f) Permanent disfiguration of the head or face; 
(g) Fracture or dislocation of a bone or tooth; 


(h) Any hurt which endangers life or which causes the sufferer to be during the 
space of fifteen days in severe bodily pain, or unable to follow his ordinary pursuits. 


117. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, if the hurt which he intends to cause or 
knows himself to be likely to cause is grievous hurt, and if the hurt which he causes is 
grievous hurt, is said “voluntarily to cause grievous hurt”. 


37 of 1967. 
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Explanation.—A person is not said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt except when he 
both causes grievous hurt and intends or knows himself to be likely to cause grievous hurt. 
But he is said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt, if intending or knowing himself to be likely 
to cause grievous hurt of one kind, he actually causes grievous hurt of another kind. 


Illustration. 


A, intending of knowing himself to be likely permanently to disfigure Z’s face, gives 
Zablow which does not permanently disfigure Z’s face, but which causes Z to suffer severe 
bodily pain for the space of fifteen days. A has voluntarily caused grievous hurt. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (2) of section 122, voluntarily 
causes grievous hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever commits an offence under sub-section (1) and in the course of such 
commission causes any hurt to a person which causes that person to be in permanent 
disability or in persistent vegetative state, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for 
a term which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, 
which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life. 


(4) When a group of five or more persons acting in concert, causes grievous hurt to a 
person on the ground of his race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, language, personal 
belief or any other similar ground, each member of such group shall be guilty of the offence 
of causing grievous hurt, and shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


118. (1) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (1) of section 122, 
voluntarily causes hurt by means of any instrument for shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any 
instrument which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, or by means of fire 
or any heated substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, or by 
means of any explosive substance, or by means of any substance which it is deleterious to 
the human body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into the blood, or by means of any animal, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine which may extend to twenty thousand rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (2) of section 122, voluntarily 
causes grievous hurt by any means referred to in sub-section (1), shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be 
less than one year but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


119. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer, 
or from any person interested in the sufferer, any property or valuable security, or of 
constraining the sufferer or any person interested in such sufferer to do anything which is 
illegal or which may facilitate the commission of an offence, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for any purpose referred to in 
sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


120. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer 
or from any person interested in the sufferer, any confession or any information which may 
lead to the detection of an offence or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the 
sufferer or any person interested in the sufferer to restore or to cause the restoration of any 
property or valuable security or to satisfy any claim or demand, or to give information which 
may lead to the restoration of any property or valuable security, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 
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Illustrations. 


(a) A, a police officer, tortures Z in order to induce Z to confess that he committed a 
crime. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(b) A, a police officer, tortures B to induce him to point out where certain stolen 
property is deposited. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(c) A, a revenue officer, tortures Z in order to compel him to pay certain arrears of 
revenue due from Z. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for any purpose referred to in 
sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


121. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt to any person being a public servant in the 
discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that person or 
any other public servant from discharging his duty as such public servant or in consequence 
of anything done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge of his duty 
as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt to any person being a public servant in 
the discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that 
person or any other public servant from discharging his duty as such public servant or in 
consequence of anything done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge 
of his duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


122. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt on grave and sudden provocation, if he 
neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause hurt to any person other than the 
person who gave the provocation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt on grave and sudden provocation, if he 
neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause grievous hurt to any person other 
than the person who gave the provocation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine which may extend to ten 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—This section is subject to the same proviso as Exception | of 
section 101. 


123. Whoever administers to or causes to be taken by any person any poison or any 
stupefying, intoxicating or unwholesome drug, or other thing with intent to cause hurt to 
such person, or with intent to commit or to facilitate the commission of an offence or knowing 
it to be likely that he will thereby cause hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


124. (1) Whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns or 
maims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes grievous 
hurt by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person, or by using any other 
means with the intention of causing or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause such 
injury or hurt or causes a person to be in a permanent vegetative state shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than ten years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses of 
the treatment of the victim: 
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Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid to the 
victim. 

(2) Whoever throws or attempts to throw acid on any person or attempts to administer 
acid to any person, or attempts to use any other means, with the intention of causing 
permanent or partial damage or deformity or burns or maiming or disfigurement or disability 
or grievous hurt to that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
aterm which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “acid” includes any substance 
which has acidic or corrosive character or burning nature, that is capable of causing bodily 
injury leading to scars or disfigurement or temporary or permanent disability. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, permanent or partial damage or 
deformity or permanent vegetative state shall not be required to be irreversible. 


125. Whoever does any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life or the 
personal safety of others, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three months or with fine which may extend to two thousand five 
hundred rupees, or with both, but— 


(a) where hurt is caused, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where grievous hurt is caused, shall be punished with imprisonment of 


either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine which may 
extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Of wrongful restraint and wrongful confinement 


126. (1) Whoever voluntarily obstructs any person so as to prevent that person from 
proceeding in any direction in which that person has a right to proceed, is said wrongfully to 
restrain that person. 


Exception.—The obstruction of a private way over land or water which a person in 
good faith believes himself to have a lawful right to obstruct, is not an offence within the 
meaning of this section. 


Illustration. 


A obstructs a path along which Z has a right to pass, A not believing in good faith that 
he has a right to stop the path. Z is thereby prevented from passing. A wrongfully 
restrains Z. 


(2) Whoever wrongfully restrains any person shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


127. (1) Whoever wrongfully restrains any person in such a manner as to prevent that 
person from proceedings beyond certain circumscribing limits, is said “wrongfully to confine” 
that person. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A causes Z to go within a walled space, and locks Z in. Z is thus prevented from 
proceeding in any direction beyond the circumscribing line of wall. A wrongfully confines Z. 


(b) Aplaces men with firearms at the outlets ofa building, and tells Z that they will fire 
at Z if Z attempts to leave the building. A wrongfully confines Z. 


(2) Whoever wrongfully confines any person shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Act 
endangering 
life or personal 
safety of 
others. 


Wrongful 
restraint. 


Wrongful 
confinement. 


Force. 


42 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY [Part II— 


(3) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for three days, or more, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with 
fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


(4) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for ten days or more, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall 
also be liable to fine which shall not be less than ten thousand rupees. 


(5) Whoever keeps any person in wrongful confinement, knowing that a writ for the 
liberation of that person has been duly issued, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years in addition to any term of imprisonment 
to which he may be liable under any other section of this Chapter and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


(6) Whoever wrongfully confines any person in such manner as to indicate an intention 
that the confinement of such person may not be known to any person interested in the 
person so confined, or to any public servant, or that the place of such confinement may not 
be known to or discovered by any such person or public servant as hereinbefore mentioned, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years in addition to any other punishment to which he may be liable for such wrongful 
confinement and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of extorting from the 
person confined, or from any person interested in the person confined, any property or 
valuable security or of constraining the person confined or any person interested in such 
person to do anything illegal or to give any information which may facilitate the commission 
of an offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(8) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of extorting from the 
person confined or any person interested in the person confined any confession or any 
information which may lead to the detection of an offence or misconduct, or for the purpose 
of constraining the person confined or any person interested in the person confined to 
restore or to cause the restoration of any property or valuable security or to satisfy any claim 
or demand, or to give information which may lead to the restoration of any property or 
valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal force and assault 


128. A person is said to use force to another if he causes motion, change of motion, or 
cessation of motion to that other, or if he causes to any substance such motion, or change of 
motion, or cessation of motion as brings that substance into contact with any part of that 
other’s body, or with anything which that other is wearing or carrying, or with anything so 
situated that such contact affects that other’s sense of feeling: 


Provided that the person causing the motion, or change of motion, or cessation of 
motion, causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of motion in one of the following 
three ways, namely:— 


(a) by his own bodily power; 


(b) by disposing any substance in such a manner that the motion or change or 
cessation of motion takes place without any further act on his part, or on the part of 
any other person; 


(c) by inducing any animal to move, to change its motion, or to cease to move. 
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129. Whoever intentionally uses force to any person, without that person’s consent, 
in order to the committing of any offence, or intending by the use of such force to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that by the use of such force he will cause injury, fear or annoyance to 
the person to whom the force is used, is said to use criminal force to that other. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Z is sitting in a moored boat on a river. A unfastens the moorings, and thus 
intentionally causes the boat to drift down the stream. Here A intentionally causes motion to 
Z, and he does this by disposing substances in such a manner that the motion is produced 
without any other action on any person’s part. A has therefore intentionally used force to Z; 
and if he has done so without Z’s consent, in order to the committing of any offence, or 
intending or knowing it to be likely that this use of force will cause injury, fear or annoyance 
to Z, A has used criminal force to Z. 


(b) Z is riding in a chariot. A lashes Z’s horses, and thereby causes them to quicken 
their pace. Here A has caused change of motion to Z by inducing the animals to change their 
motion. A has therefore used force to Z; and ifA has done this without Z’s consent, intending 
or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy Z, A has used criminal 
force to Z. 


(c) Z is riding in a palanquin. A, intending to rob Z, seizes the pole and stops the 
palanquin. Here A has caused cessation of motion to Z, and he has done this by his own 
bodily power. A has therefore used force to Z; and as A has acted thus intentionally, without 
Z’s consent, in order to the commission of an offence. A has used criminal force to Z. 


(d) A intentionally pushes against Z in the street. Here A has by his own bodily power 
moved his own person so as to bring it into contact with Z. He has therefore intentionally 
used force to Z; and if he has done so without Z’s consent, intending or knowing it to be 
likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal force to Z. 


(e) A throws a stone, intending or knowing it to be likely that the stone will be thus 
brought into contact with Z, or with Z’s clothes, or with something carried by Z, or that it will 
strike water and dash up the water against Z’s clothes or something carried by Z. Here, if the 
throwing of the stone produce the effect of causing any substance to come into contact with 
Z, or Z’s clothes, A has used force to Z, and if he did so without Z’s consent, intending 
thereby to injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal force to Z. 


(f) A intentionally pulls up a woman’s veil. Here A intentionally uses force to her, and if 
he does so without her consent intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby 
injure, frighten or annoy her, he has used criminal force to her. 


(g) Z is bathing. A pours into the bath water which he knows to be boiling. Here A 
intentionally by his own bodily power causes such motion in the boiling water as brings that 
water into contact with Z, or with other water so situated that such contact must affect Z’s 
sense of feeling; A has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done this 
without Z’s consent intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause injury, 
fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force. 


(h) A incites a dog to spring upon Z, without Z’s consent. Here, if A intends to cause 
injury, fear or annoyance to Z, he uses criminal force to Z. 


130. Whoever makes any gesture, or any preparation intending or knowing it to be 
likely that such gesture or preparation will cause any person present to apprehend that he 
who makes that gesture or preparation is about to use criminal force to that person, is said to 
commit an assault. 
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Explanation.—Mere words do not amount to an assault. But the words which a 
person uses may give to his gestures or preparation such a meaning as may make those 
gestures or preparations amount to an assault. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Ashakes his fist at Z, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause 
Z to believe that A is about to strike Z. A has committed an assault. 


(b) A begins to unloose the muzzle of a ferocious dog, intending or knowing it to be 
likely that he may thereby cause Z to believe that he is about to cause the dog to attack Z. A 
has committed an assault upon Z. 


(c) A takes up a stick, saying to Z, “I will give you a beating”. Here, though the words 
used by A could in no case amount to an assault, and though the mere gesture, unaccompanied 
by any other circumstances, might not amount to an assault, the gesture explained by the 
words may amount to an assault. 


131. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person otherwise than on grave 
and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation 1.—Grave and sudden provocation will not mitigate the punishment for 
an offence under this section,— 


(a) if the provocation is sought or voluntarily provoked by the offender as an 
excuse for the offence; or 


(b) if the provocation is given by anything done in obedience to the law, or by a 
public servant, in the lawful exercise of the powers of such public servant; or 


(c) if the provocation is given by anything done in the lawful exercise of the right 
of private defence. 


Explanation 2.—Whether the provocation was grave and sudden enough to mitigate 
the offence, is a question of fact. 


132. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person being a public servant in 
the execution of his duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that 
person from discharging his duty as such public servant, or in consequence of anything 
done or attempted to be done by such person in the lawful discharge of his duty as such 
public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


133. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, intending thereby to 
dishonour that person, otherwise than on grave and sudden provocation given by that 
person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


134. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in attempting to commit 
theft on any property which that person is then wearing or carrying, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


135. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in attempting wrongfully 
to confine that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with 
both. 
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136. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person on grave and sudden 
provocation given by that person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or 
with both. 


Explanation.—This section is subject to the same Explanation as section 131. 


Of kidnapping, abduction, slavery and forced labour 


137. (1) Kidnapping is of two kinds: kidnapping from India, and kidnapping from 
lawful guardianship— 


(a) whoever conveys any person beyond the limits of India without the consent 
of that person, or of some person legally authorised to consent on behalf of that 
person, is said to kidnap that person from India; 


(b) whoever takes or entices any child or any person of unsound mind, out of the 
keeping of the lawful guardian of such child or person of unsound mind, without the 
consent of such guardian, is said to kidnap such child or person from lawful 
guardianship. 


Explanation.—The words “lawful guardian” in this clause include any person 
lawfully entrusted with the care or custody of such child or other person. 


Exception.—This clause does not extend to the act of any person who in good 
faith believes himself to be the father of an illegitimate child, or who in good faith 
believes himself to be entitled to the lawful custody of such child, unless such act is 
committed for an immoral or unlawful purpose. 


(2) Whoever kidnaps any person from India or from lawful guardianship shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


138. Whoever by force compels, or by any deceitful means induces, any person to go 
from any place, is said to abduct that person. 


139. (1) Whoever kidnaps any child or, not being the lawful guardian of such child, 
obtains the custody of the child, in order that such child may be employed or used for the 
purposes of begging shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever maims any child in order that such child may be employed or used for the 
purposes of begging shall be punishable with imprisonment which shall not be less than 
twenty years, but which may extend to life which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder 
of that person’s natural life, and with fine. 


(3) Where any person, not being the lawful guardian of a child employs or uses such 
child for the purposes of begging, it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that he 
kidnapped or otherwise obtained the custody of such child in order that such child might be 
employed or used for the purposes of begging. 


(4) In this section “begging” means— 


(i) soliciting or receiving alms in a public place, whether under the pretence of 
singing, dancing, fortune telling, performing tricks or selling articles or otherwise; 


(ii) entering on any private premises for the purpose of soliciting or receiving 
alms; 
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(iii) exposing or exhibiting, with the object of obtaining or extorting alms, any 
sore, wound, injury, deformity or disease, whether of himself or of any other person or 
of an animal; 


(iv) using such child as an exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms. 


140. (1) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be 
murdered or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being murdered, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life or rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Akidnaps Z from India, intending or knowing it to be likely that Z may be sacrificed 
to an idol. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A forcibly carries or entices B away from his home in order that B may be murdered. 
A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(2) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person or keeps a person in detention after such 
kidnapping or abduction, and threatens to cause death or hurt to such person, or by his 
conduct gives rise to a reasonable apprehension that such person may be put to death or 
hurt, or causes hurt or death to such person in order to compel the Government or any 
foreign State or international inter-governmental organisation or any other person to do or 
abstain from doing any act or to pay aransom, shall be punishable with death, or imprisonment 
for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person with intent to cause that person to be 
secretly and wrongfully confined, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be subjected, 
or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being subjected to grievous hurt, or 
slavery, or to the unnatural lust of any person, or knowing it to be likely that such person will 
be so subjected or disposed of, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


141. Whoever imports into India from any country outside India any girl under the age 
of twenty-one years or any boy under the age of eighteen years with intent that girl or boy 
may be, or knowing it to be likely that girl or boy will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse 
with another person, shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to ten years 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


142. Whoever, knowing that any person has been kidnapped or has been abducted, 
wrongfully conceals or confines such person, shall be punished in the same manner as if he 
had kidnapped or abducted such person with the same intention or knowledge, or for the 
same purpose as that with or for which he conceals or detains such person in confinement. 


143. (1) Whoever, for the purpose of exploitation recruits, transports, harbours, transfers, 
or receives a person or persons, by— 


(a) using threats; or 

(b) using force, or any other form of coercion; or 
(c) by abduction; or 

(d) by practising fraud, or deception; or 


(e) by abuse of power; or 
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(f) by inducement, including the giving or receiving of payments or benefits, in 
order to achieve the consent of any person having control over the person recruited, 
transported, harboured, transferred or received, 


commits the offence of trafficking. 


Explanation 1.—The expression “exploitation” shall include any act of physical 
exploitation or any form of sexual exploitation, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude, 
beggary or forced removal of organs. 


Explanation 2.—The consent of the victim is immaterial in determination of the offence 
of trafficking. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of trafficking shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years, but which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Where the offence involves the trafficking of more than one person, it shall be 
punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Where the offence involves the trafficking of a child, it shall be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years, but which may 
extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(5) Where the offence involves the trafficking of more than one child, it shall be 
punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than fourteen 
years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) If a person is convicted of the offence of trafficking of a child on more than one 
occasion, then such person shall be punished with imprisonment for life, which shall mean 
imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) When a public servant or a police officer is involved in the trafficking of any person 
then, such public servant or police officer shall be punished with imprisonment for life, which 
shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


144. (1) Whoever, knowingly or having reason to believe that a child has been trafficked, 
engages such child for sexual exploitation in any manner, shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years, but which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever, knowingly or having reason to believe that a person has been trafficked, 
engages such person for sexual exploitation in any manner, shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years, but which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


145. Whoever habitually imports, exports, removes, buys, sells, traffics or deals in 
slaves, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description 
for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


146. Whoever unlawfully compels any person to labour against the will of that person, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with both. 
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CHAPTER VII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE 


147. Whoever wages war against the Government of India, or attempts to wage such 
war, or abets the waging of such war, shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustration. 


A joins an insurrection against the Government of India. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


148. Whoever within or without and beyond India conspires to commit any of the 
offences punishable by section 147, or conspires to overawe, by means of criminal force or 
the show of criminal force, the Central Government or any State Government, shall be punished 
with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—To constitute a conspiracy under this section, it is not necessary that 
any act or illegal omission shall take place in pursuance thereof. 


149. Whoever collects men, arms or ammunition or otherwise prepares to wage war 
with the intention of either waging or being prepared to wage war against the Government of 
India, shall be punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment of either description for 
a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


150. Whoever by any act, or by any illegal omission, conceals the existence of a 
design to wage war against the Government of India, intending by such concealment to 
facilitate, or knowing it to be likely that such concealment will facilitate, the waging of such 
war, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


151. Whoever, with the intention of inducing or compelling the President of India, or 
Governor of any State, to exercise or refrain from exercising in any manner any of the lawful 
powers of such President or Governor, assaults or wrongfully restrains, or attempts wrongfully 
to restrain, or overawes, by means of criminal force or the show of criminal force, or attempts 
so to overawe, such President or Governor, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


152. Whoever, purposely or knowingly, by words, either spoken or written, or by 
signs, or by visible representation, or by electronic communication or by use of financial 
mean, or otherwise, excites or attempts to excite, secession or armed rebellion or subversive 
activities, or encourages feelings of separatist activities or endangers sovereignty or unity 
and integrity of India; or indulges in or commits any such act shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life or with imprisonment which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—Comments expressing disapprobation of the measures, or administrative 
or other action of the Government with a view to obtain their alteration by lawful means 
without exciting or attempting to excite the activities referred to in this section do not constitute 
an offence under this section. 


153. Whoever wages war against the Government of any foreign State at peace with 
the Government of India or attempts to wage such war, or abets the waging of such war, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, to which fine may be added, or 
with fine. 
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154. Whoever commits depredation, or makes preparations to commit depredation, on 
the territories of any foreign State at peace with the Government of India, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine and to forfeiture of any property used or intended to be used in 
committing such depredation, or acquired by such depredation. 


155. Whoever receives any property knowing the same to have been taken in the 
commission of any of the offences mentioned in sections 153 and 154, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine and to forfeiture of the property so received. 


156. Whoever, being a public servant and having the custody of any State prisoner or 
prisoner of war, voluntarily allows such prisoner to escape from any place in which such 
prisoner is confined, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


157. Whoever, being a public servant and having the custody of any State prisoner or 
prisoner of war, negligently suffers such prisoner to escape from any place of confinement in 
which such prisoner is confined, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


158. Whoever knowingly aids or assists any State prisoner or prisoner of war in 
escaping from lawful custody, or rescues or attempts to rescue any such prisoner, or harbours 
or conceals any such prisoner who has escaped from lawful custody, or offers or attempts to 
offer any resistance to the recapture of such prisoner, shall be punished with imprisonment 
for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A State prisoner or prisoner of war, who is permitted to be at large on 
his parole within certain limits in India, is said to escape from lawful custody if he goes 
beyond the limits within which he is allowed to be at large. 


CHAPTER VIII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE 


159. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in 
the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India or attempts to seduce any such 
officer, soldier, sailor or airman from his allegiance or his duty, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


160. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in 
the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, shall, if mutiny be committed in 
consequence of that abetment, be punished with death or with imprisonment for life, or 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


161. Whoever abets an assault by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, 
Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, on any superior officer being in the execution 
of his office, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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162. Whoever abets an assault by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, 
Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, on any superior officer being in the execution 
of his office, shall, if such assault be committed in consequence of that abetment be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


163. Whoever abets the desertion of any officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, 
Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


164. Whoever, except as hereinafter excepted, knowing or having reason to believe 
that an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of 
India, has deserted, harbours such officer, soldier, sailor or airman, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine or 
with both. 


Exception.—This provision does not extend to the case in which the harbour is given 
by the spouse of the deserter. 


165. The master or person in charge of a merchant vessel, on board of which any 
deserter from the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India is concealed, shall, 
though ignorant of such concealment, be liable to a penalty not exceeding three thousand 
rupees, if he might have known of such concealment but for some neglect of his duty as such 
master or person in charge, or but for some want of discipline on board of the vessel. 


166. Whoever abets what he knows to be an act of insubordination by an officer, 
soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force, of the Government of India, shall, if 
such act of insubordination be committed in consequence of that abetment, be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


167. No person subject to the Air Force Act, 1950, the Army Act, 1950 and the Navy 
Act, 1957, or shall be subject to punishment under this Sanhita for any of the offences 
defined in this Chapter. 


168. Whoever, not being a soldier, sailor or airman in the Army, Naval or Air service of 
the Government of India, wears any garb or carries any token resembling any garb or token 
used by such a soldier, sailor or airman with the intention that it may be believed that he is 
such a soldier, sailor or airman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to two thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER IX 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS 
169. For the purposes of this Chapter— 


(a) “candidate” means a person who has been nominated as a candidate at any 
election; 


(b) “electoral right” means the right of a person to stand, or not to stand as, or to 
withdraw from being, a candidate or to vote or refrain from voting at an election. 


170. (1) Whoever— 


(i) gives a gratification to any person with the object of inducing him or any 
other person to exercise any electoral right or of rewarding any person for having 
exercised any such right; or 


45 of 1950. 
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(ii) accepts either for himself or for any other person any gratification as a 
reward for exercising any such right or for inducing or attempting to induce any other 
person to exercise any such right, 


commits the offence of bribery: 


Provided that a declaration of public policy or a promise of public action shall not be an 
offence under this section. 


(2) A person who offers, or agrees to give, or offers or attempts to procure, a gratification 
shall be deemed to give a gratification. 


(3) A person who obtains or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain a gratification shall 
be deemed to accept a gratification, and a person who accepts a gratification as a motive for 
doing what he does not intend to do, or as a reward for doing what he has not done, shall be 
deemed to have accepted the gratification as a reward. 


171. (1) Whoever voluntarily interferes or attempts to interfere with the free exercise of 
any electoral right commits the offence of undue influence at an election. 


(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section (1), whoever— 


(a) threatens any candidate or voter, or any person in whom a candidate or voter 
is interested, with injury of any kind; or 


(b) induces or attempts to induce a candidate or voter to believe that he or any 
person in whom he is interested will become or will be rendered an object of Divine 
displeasure or of spiritual censure, 


shall be deemed to interfere with the free exercise of the electoral right of such candidate or 
voter, within the meaning of sub-section (1). 


(3) A declaration of public policy or a promise of public action or the mere exercise or 
a legal right without intent to interfere with an electoral right, shall not be deemed to be 
interference within the meaning of this section. 


172. Whoever at an election applies for a voting paper on votes in the name of any 
other person, whether living or dead, or in a fictitious name, or who having voted once at 
such election applies at the same election for a voting paper in his own name, and whoever 
abets, procures or attempts to procure the voting by any person in any such way, commits 
the offence of personation at an election: 


Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to a person who has been authorised 
to vote as proxy for an elector under any law for the time being in force in so far as he votes 
as a proxy for such elector. 


173. Whoever commits the offence of bribery shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both: 


Provided that bribery by treating shall be punished with fine only. 


“ 


Explanation.—‘Treating” means that form of bribery where the gratification consists 
in food, drink, entertainment, or provision. 


174. Whoever commits the offence of undue influence or personation at an election 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
one year or with fine, or with both. 


175. Whoever with intent to affect the result of an election makes or publishes any 
statement purporting to be a statement of fact which is false and which he either knows or 
believes to be false or does not believe to be true, in relation to the personal character or 
conduct of any candidate shall be punished with fine. 
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176. Whoever without the general or special authority in writing of a candidate incurs 
or authorises expenses on account of the holding of any public meeting, or upon any 
advertisement, circular or publication, or in any other way whatsoever for the purpose of 
promoting or procuring the election of such candidate, shall be punished with fine which 
may extend to ten thousand rupees: 


Provided that if any person having incurred any such expenses not exceeding the 
amount of ten rupees without authority obtains within ten days from the date on which such 
expenses were incurred the approval in writing of the candidate, he shall be deemed to have 
incurred such expenses with the authority of the candidate. 


177. Whoever being required by any law for the time being in force or any rule having 
the force of law to keep accounts of expenses incurred at or in connection with an election 
fails to keep such accounts shall be punished with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees. 


CHAPTER X 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO COIN, CURRENCY-NOTES, BANK-NOTES, AND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


178. Whoever counterfeits, or knowingly performs any part of the process 
of counterfeiting, any coin, stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, 
currency-note or bank-note, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this Chapter,— 


(1) the expression “bank-note” means a promissory note or engagement for the 
payment of money to bearer on demand issued by any person carrying on the business 
of banking in any part of the world, or issued by or under the authority of any State or 
Sovereign Power, and intended to be used as equivalent to, or as a substitute for 
money; 


(2) “coin” shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in section 2 of the 
Coinage Act, 2011 and includes metal used for the time being as money and is stamped 
and issued by or under the authority of any State or Sovereign Power intended to be 
so used; 


(3) a person commits the offence of “counterfeiting Government stamp” who 
counterfeits by causing a genuine stamp of one denomination to appear like a genuine 
stamp of a different denomination; 


(4) a person commits the offence of counterfeiting coin who intending to practise 
deception, or knowing it to be likely that deception will thereby be practised, causes a 
genuine coin to appear like a different coin; and 


(5) the offence of “counterfeiting coin” includes diminishing the weight or 
alteration of the composition, or alteration of the appearance of the coin. 


179. Whoever imports or exports, or sells or delivers to, or buys or receives from, any 
other person, or otherwise traffics or uses as genuine, any forged or counterfeit coin, stamp, 
currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having reason to believe the same to be forged or 
counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


180. Whoever has in his possession any forged or counterfeit coin, stamp, 
currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having reason to believe the same to be forged or 
counterfeit and intending to use the same as genuine or that it may be used as genuine, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—If a person establishes the possession of the forged or counterfeit 
coin, stamp, currency-note or bank-note to be from a lawful source, it shall not constitute an 
offence under this section. 


11 of 2011. 
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181. Whoever makes or mends, or performs any part of the process of making or 
mending, or buys or sells or disposes of, or has in his possession, any machinery, die, or 
instrument or material for the purpose of being used, or knowing or having reason to believe 
that it is intended to be used, for forging or counterfeiting any coin, stamp issued by 
Government for the purpose of revenue, currency-note or bank-note, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


182. (1) Whoever makes, or causes to be made, or uses for any purpose whatsoever, 
or delivers to any person, any document purporting to be, or in any way resembling, or so 
nearly resembling as to be calculated to deceive, any currency-note or bank-note shall be 
punished with fine which may extend to three hundred rupees. 


(2) If any person, whose name appears on a document the making of which is an 
offence under sub-section (1), refuses, without lawful excuse, to disclose to a police officer 
on being so required the name and address of the person by whom it was printed or otherwise 
made, he shall be punished with fine which may extend to six hundred rupees. 


(3) Where the name of any person appears on any document in respect of which any 
person is charged with an offence under sub-section (1) or on any other document used or 
distributed in connection with that document it may, until the contrary is proved, be presumed 
that the person caused the document to be made. 


183. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to the Government, removes or 
effaces from any substance, bearing any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of 
revenue, any writing or document for which such stamp has been used, or removes from any 
writing or document a stamp which has been used for such writing or document, in order that 
such stamp may be used for a different writing or document, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


184. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to the Government, uses for 
any purpose a stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, which he knows to 
have been before used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


185. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to Government, erases or 
removes from a stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, any mark, put or 
impressed upon such stamp for the purpose of denoting that the same has been used, or 
knowingly has in his possession or sells or disposes of any such stamp from which such 
mark has been erased or removed, or sells or disposes of any such stamp which he knows to 
have been used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


186. (1) Whoever— 


(a) makes, knowingly utters, deals in or sells any fictitious stamp, or knowingly 
uses for any postal purpose any fictitious stamp; or 


(b) has in his possession, without lawful excuse, any fictitious stamp; or 


(c) makes or, without lawful excuse, has in his possession any die, plate, 
instrument or materials for making any fictitious stamp, 
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shall be punished with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


(2) Any such stamp, die, plate, instrument or materials in the possession of any person 
for making any fictitious stamp may be seized and, if seized shall be forfeited. 


(3) In this section “fictitious stamp” means any stamp falsely purporting to be issued 
by Government for the purpose of denoting a rate of postage, or any facsimile or imitation or 
representation, whether on paper or otherwise, of any stamp issued by Government for that 


purpose. 


(4) In this section and also in sections 178 to 181 (both inclusive), and sections 183 to 
185 (both inclusive) the word “Government”, when used in connection with, or in reference 
to any stamp issued for the purpose of denoting a rate of postage, shall, notwithstanding 
anything in clause (12) of section 2, be deemed to include the person or persons authorised 
by law to administer executive Government in any part of India or in any foreign country. 


187. Whoever, being employed in any mint lawfully established in India, does any act, 
or omits what he is legally bound to do, with the intention of causing any coin issued from 
that mint to be of a different weight or composition from the weight or composition fixed by 
law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


188. Whoever, without lawful authority, takes out of any mint, lawfully established in 
India, any coining tool or instrument, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


CHAPTER XI 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


189. (1) Anassembly of five or more persons is designated an “unlawful assembly”, if 
the common object of the persons composing that assembly is— 


(a) to overawe by criminal force, or show of criminal force, the Central Government 
or any State Government or Parliament or the Legislature of any State, or any public 
servant in the exercise of the lawful power of such public servant; or 


(b) to resist the execution of any law, or of any legal process; or 
(c) to commit any mischief or criminal trespass, or other offence; or 


(d) by means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to any person, to take or 
obtain possession of any property, or to deprive any person of the enjoyment of a 
right of way, or of the use of water or other incorporeal right of which he is in possession 
or enjoyment, or to enforce any right or supposed right; or 


(e) by means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to compel any person to 
do what he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do what he is legally entitled to do. 


Explanation.—An assembly which was not unlawful when it assembled, may 
subsequently become an unlawful assembly. 


(2) Whoever, being aware of facts which render any assembly an unlawful assembly, 
intentionally joins that assembly, or continues in it, is said to be a member of an unlawful 
assembly and such member shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever joins or continues in an unlawful assembly, knowing that such unlawful 
assembly has been commanded in the manner prescribed by law to disperse, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 
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(4) Whoever, being armed with any deadly weapon, or with anything which, used as a 
weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, is a member of an unlawful assembly, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


(5) Whoever knowingly joins or continues in any assembly of five or more persons 
likely to cause a disturbance of the public peace, after such assembly has been lawfully 
commanded to disperse, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—If the assembly is an unlawful assembly within the meaning of 
sub-section (1), the offender shall be punishable under sub-section (3). 


(6) Whoever hires or engages, or employs, or promotes, or connives at the hiring, 
engagement or employment of any person to join or become a member of any unlawful 
assembly, shall be punishable as a member of such unlawful assembly, and for any offence 
which may be committed by any such person as a member of such unlawful assembly in 
pursuance of such hiring, engagement or employment, in the same manner as if he had been 
a member of such unlawful assembly, or himself had committed such offence. 


(7) Whoever harbours, receives or assembles, in any house or premises in his 
occupation or charge, or under his control any persons knowing that such persons have 
been hired, engaged or employed, or are about to be hired, engaged or employed, to join or 
become members of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(8) Whoever is engaged, or hired, or offers or attempts to be hired or engaged, to do or 
assist in doing any of the acts specified in sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(9) Whoever, being so engaged or hired as referred to in sub-section (8), goes armed, 
or engages or offers to go armed, with any deadly weapon or with anything which used as a 
weapon of offence is likely to cause death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


190. Ifan offence is committed by any member of an unlawful assembly in prosecution 
of the common object of that assembly, or such as the members of that assembly knew to be 
likely to be committed in prosecution of that object, every person who, at the time of the 
committing of that offence, is a member of the same assembly, is guilty of that offence. 


191. (1) Whenever force or violence is used by an unlawful assembly, or by any 
member thereof, in prosecution of the common object of such assembly, every member of 
such assembly is guilty of the offence of rioting. 


(2) Whoever is guilty of rioting, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever is guilty of rioting, being armed with a deadly weapon or with anything 
which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


192.Whoever malignantly, or wantonly by doing anything which is illegal, gives 
provocation to any person intending or knowing it to be likely that such provocation will 
cause the offence of rioting to be committed, shall, if the offence of rioting be committed in 
consequence of such provocation, be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both; and if the offence of rioting 
be not committed, with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine, or with both. 
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193. (1) Whenever any unlawful assembly or riot takes place, the owner or occupier of 
the land upon which such unlawful assembly is held, or such riot is committed, and any 
person having or claiming an interest in such land, shall be punishable with fine not exceeding 
one thousand rupees, if he or his agent or manager, knowing that such offence is being or 
has been committed, or having reason to believe it is likely to be committed, do not give 
the earliest notice thereof in his or their power to the officer in charge at the nearest 
police station, and do not, in the case of his or their having reason to believe that it was about 
to be committed, use all lawful means in his or their power to prevent it and, in the event of its 
taking place, do not use all lawful means in his or their power to disperse or suppress the riot 
or unlawful assembly. 


(2) Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the 
owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot takes place or who claims any 
interest in such land, or in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has 
accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, such person shall be punishable with fine, ifhe or 
his agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was likely to be committed or 
that the unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not 
respectively use all lawful means in his or their power to prevent such assembly or riot from 
taking place, and for suppressing and dispersing the same. 


(3) Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the 
owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot takes place, or who claims any 
interest in such land, or in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has 
accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, the agent or manager of such person shall be 
punishable with fine, if such agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was 
likely to be committed, or that the unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed was 
likely to be held, shall not use all lawful means in his power to prevent such riot or assembly 
from taking place and for suppressing and dispersing the same. 


194. (1) When two or more persons, by fighting in a public place, disturb the public 
peace, they are said to commit an affray. 


(2) Whoever commits an affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


195. (1) Whoever assaults or obstructs any public servant or uses criminal force on 
any public servant in the discharge of his duty as such public servant in endeavouring to 
disperse an unlawful assembly, or to suppress a riot or affray, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine 
which shall not be less than twenty-five thousand rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever threatens to assault or attempts to obstruct any public servant or threatens 
or attempts to use criminal force to any public servant in the discharge of his duty as such 
public servant in endeavouring to disperse an unlawful assembly, or to suppress a riot or 
affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


196. (1) Whoever— 


(a) by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible representations 
or through electronic communication or otherwise, promotes or attempts to promote, 
on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, caste or community or 
any other ground whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will 
between different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or 
communities; or 
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(b) commits any act which is prejudicial to the maintenance of harmony between 
different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities, and 
which disturbs or is likely to disturb the public tranquillity; or 


(c) organises any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity intending that 
the participants in such activity shall use or be trained to use criminal force or violence 
or knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will use or be trained to 
use criminal force or violence, or participates in such activity intending to use or be 
trained to use criminal force or violence or knowing it to be likely that the participants 
in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, against any 
religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community and such activity 
for any reason whatsoever causes or is likely to cause fear or alarm or a feeling of 
insecurity amongst members of such religious, racial, language or regional group or 
caste or community, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any place of worship 
or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


197. (1) Whoever, by words either spoken or written or by signs or by visible 
representations or through electronic communication or otherwise,— 


(a) makes or publishes any imputation that any class of persons cannot, by 
reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or 
caste or community, bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law 
established or uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India; or 


(b) asserts, counsels, advises, propagates or publishes that any class of persons 
shall, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional 
group or caste or community, be denied, or deprived of their rights as citizens of India; or 


(c) makes or publishes any assertion, counsel, plea or appeal concerning the 
obligation of any class of persons, by reason of their being members of any religious, 
racial, language or regional group or caste or community, and such assertion, counsel, 
plea or appeal causes or is likely to cause disharmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or 
ill-will between such members and other persons; or 


(d) makes or publishes false or misleading information, jeopardising the 
sovereignty, unity and integrity or security of India, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any place of worship 
or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


CHAPTER XII 
OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


198. Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any direction of the law as 
to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such public servant, intending to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will by such disobedience, cause injury to any person, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 
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Illustration. 


A, being an officer directed by law to take property in execution, in order to satisfy a 
decree pronounced in Z’s favour by a Court, knowingly disobeys that direction of law, with 
the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause injury to Z. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


199. Whoever, being a public servant,— 


(a) knowingly disobeys any direction of the law which prohibits him from requiring 
the attendance at any place of any person for the purpose of investigation into an 
offence or any other matter; or 


(b) knowingly disobeys, to the prejudice of any person, any other direction of 
the law regulating the manner in which he shall conduct such investigation; or 


(c) fails to record any information given to him under sub-section (1) of 
section 173 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 in relation to cognizable 
offence punishable under section 64, section 65, section 66, section 67, section 68, 
section 70, section 71, section 74, section 76, section 77, section 79, section 124, 
section 143 or section 144, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six 
months but which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


200. Whoever, being in charge of a hospital, public or private, whether run by the 
Central Government, the State Government, local bodies or any other person, contravenes 
the provisions of section 397 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with 
both. 


201. Whoever, being a public servant, and being, as such public servant, charged with 
the preparation or translation of any document or electronic record, frames, prepares or 
translates that document or electronic record in a manner which he knows or believes to be 
incorrect, intending thereby to cause or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause 
injury to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


202. Whoever, being a public servant, and being legally bound as such public servant 
not to engage in trade, engages in trade, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both or with community service. 


203. Whoever, being a public servant, and being legally bound as such public servant, 
not to purchase or bid for certain property, purchases or bids for that property, either in his 
own name or in the name of another, or jointly, or in shares with others, shall be punished 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; 
and the property, if purchased, shall be confiscated. 


204. Whoever pretends to hold any particular office as a public servant, knowing that 
he does not hold such office or falsely personates any other person holding such office, and 
in such assumed character does or attempts to do any act under colour of such office, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than 
six months but which may extend to three years and with fine. 


205. Whoever, not belonging to a certain class of public servants, wears any garb or 
carries any token resembling any garb or token used by that class of public servants, with 
the intention that it may be believed, or with the knowledge that it is likely to be believed, that 
he belongs to that class of public servants, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 
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CHAPTER Xi 
OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC SERVANTS 


206. Whoever absconds in order to avoid being served with a summons, notice or 
order proceeding from any public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to issue 
such summons, notice or order,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where such summons or notice or order is to attend in person or by agent, or 
to produce a document or an electronic record in a Court shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


207. Whoever in any manner intentionally prevents the serving on himself, or on any 
other person, of any summons, notice or order proceeding from any public servant legally 
competent, as such public servant, to issue such summons, notice or order, or intentionally 
prevents the lawful affixing to any place of any such summons, notice or order or intentionally 
removes any such summons, notice or order from any place to which it is lawfully affixed or 
intentionally prevents the lawful making of any proclamation, under the authority of any 
public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to direct such proclamation to be 
made,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in person or by 
agent, or to produce a document or electronic record in a Court, with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


208. Whoever, being legally bound to attend in person or by an agent at a certain place 
and time in obedience to a summons, notice, order, or proclamation proceeding from any 
public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to issue the same, intentionally 
omits to attend at that place or time or departs from the place where he is bound to attend 
before the time at which it is lawful for him to depart,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in person or by 
agent in a Court with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, being legally bound to appear before a High Court, in obedience to a 
subpoena issuing from that Court, intentionally omits to appear. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


(b) A, being legally bound to appear before a District Judge, as a witness, in 
obedience to a summons issued by that District Judge intentionally omits to appear. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


209. Whoever fails to appear at the specified place and the specified time as required 
by a proclamation published under sub-section (1) of section 84 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine, or with both, or with community service, and where a declaration has 
been made under sub-section (4) of that section pronouncing him as a proclaimed offender, 
he shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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210. Whoever, being legally bound to produce or deliver up any document or electronic 


record to any public servant, as such, intentionally omits so to produce or deliver up the 
same,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) and where the document or electronic record is to be produced or delivered 
up to a Court with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or 
with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, being legally bound to produce a document before a District Court, intentionally 


omits to produce the same. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


211. Whoever, being legally bound to give any notice or to furnish information on any 


subject to any public servant, as such, intentionally omits to give such notice or to furnish 
such information in the manner and at the time required by law,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the notice or information required to be given respects the commission 
of an offence, or is required for the purpose of preventing the commission of an 
offence, or in order to the apprehension of an offender, with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand 
rupees, or with both; 


(c) where the notice or information required to be given is required by an order 
passed under section 394 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


212. Whoever, being legally bound to furnish information on any subject to any 


public servant, as such, furnishes, as true, information on the subject which he knows or has 
reason to believe to be false,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the information which he is legally bound to give respects the 
commission of an offence, or is required for the purpose of preventing the commission 
of an offence, or in order to the apprehension of an offender, with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, a landholder, knowing of the commission ofa murder within the limits of 
his estate, wilfully misinforms the Magistrate of the district that the death has occurred 
by accident in consequence of the bite of a snake. A is guilty of the offence defined in 
this section. 


(b) A, a village watchman, knowing that a considerable body of strangers has 
passed through his village in order to commit a dacoity in the house of Z, a wealthy 
merchant residing in a neighbouring place, and being legally bound to give early and 
punctual information of the above fact to the officer of the nearest police station, 
wilfully misinforms the police officer that a body of suspicious characters passed 
through the village with a view to commit dacoity in a certain distant place in a different 
direction. Here A is guilty of the offence defined in this section. 
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Explanation.—In section 211 and in this section the word “offence” include any act 
committed at any place out of India, which, if committed in India, would be punishable 
under any of the following sections, namely, 103, 105, 307, sub-sections (2), (3) and (4) of 
section 309, sub-sections (2), (3), (4) and (5) of section 310, 311, 312, clauses (f) and (g) of 
section 326, sub-sections (4), (6), (7) and (8) of section 331, clauses (a) and (b) of 
section 332 and the word “offender” includes any person who is alleged to have been 
guilty of any such act. 


213. Whoever refuses to bind himself by an oath or affirmation to state the truth, 
when required so to bind himself by a public servant legally competent to require that he 
shall so bind himself, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


214. Whoever, being legally bound to state the truth on any subject to any public 
servant, refuses to answer any question demanded of him touching that subject by such 
public servant in the exercise of the legal powers of such public servant, shall be punished 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


215. Whoever refuses to sign any statement made by him, when required to sign 
that statement by a public servant legally competent to require that he shall sign that 
statement, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three months, or with fine which may extend to three thousand rupees, or with both. 


216. Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or affirmation to state the truth on 
any subject to any public servant or other person authorised by law to administer such 
oath or affirmation, makes, to such public servant or other person as aforesaid, touching 
that subject, any statement which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be 
false or does not believe to be true, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


217. Whoever gives to any public servant any information which he knows or 
believes to be false, intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will 
thereby cause, such public servant— 


(a) to do or omit anything which such public servant ought not to do or omit 
if the true state of facts respecting which such information is given were known by 
him; or 


(b) to use the lawful power of such public servant to the injury or annoyance 
of any person, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
one year, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A informs a Magistrate that Z, a police officer, subordinate to such Magistrate, 
has been guilty of neglect of duty or misconduct, knowing such information to be false, 
and knowing it to be likely that the information will cause the Magistrate to dismiss Z. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A falsely informs a public servant that Z has contraband salt in a secret place, 
knowing such information to be false, and knowing that it is likely that the consequence 
of the information will be a search of Z’s premises, attended with annoyance to Z. A has 
committed the offence defined in this section. 
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(c) A falsely informs a policeman that he has been assaulted and robbed in the 
neighbourhood of a particular village. He does not mention the name of any person as one 
of his assailants, but knows it to be likely that in consequence of this information the 
police will make enquiries and institute searches in the village to the annoyance of the 
villagers or some of them. A has committed an offence under this section. 


218. Whoever offers any resistance to the taking of any property by the lawful 
authority of any public servant, knowing or having reason to believe that he is such 
public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


219. Whoever intentionally obstructs any sale of property offered for sale by the 
lawful authority of any public servant, as such, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


220. Whoever, at any sale of property held by the lawful authority of a public 
servant, as such, purchases or bids for any property on account of any person, whether 
himself or any other, whom he knows to be under a legal incapacity to purchase that 
property at that sale, or bids for such property not intending to perform the obligations 
under which he lays himself by such bidding, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 


221. Whoever voluntarily obstructs any public servant in the discharge of his 
public functions, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to two thousand and 
five hundred rupees, or with both. 


222. Whoever, being bound by law to render or furnish assistance to any public 
servant in the execution of his public duty, intentionally omits to give such assistance,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to one month, or with fine which may extend to two thousand and five hundred 
rupees, or with both; 


(b) and where such assistance be demanded of him by a public servant legally 
competent to make such demand for the purposes of executing any process lawfully 
issued by a Court or of preventing the commission of an offence, or suppressing a 
riot, or affray, or of apprehending a person charged with or guilty of an offence, or 
of having escaped from lawful custody, shall be punished with simple imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


223. Whoever, knowing that, by an order promulgated by a public servant lawfully 
empowered to promulgate such order, he is directed to abstain from a certain act, or to take 
certain order with certain property in his possession or under his management, disobeys 
such direction,— 


(a) shall, if such disobedience causes or tends to cause obstruction, annoyance 
or injury, or risk of obstruction, annoyance or injury, to any person lawfully employed, 
be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or 
with fine which may extend to two thousand and five hundred rupees, or with both; 
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(b) and where such disobedience causes or tends to cause danger to human 
life, health or safety, or causes or tends to cause a riot or affray, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—It is not necessary that the offender should intend to produce harm, 
or contemplate his disobedience as likely to produce harm. It is sufficient that he knows of 
the order which he disobeys, and that his disobedience produces, or is likely to produce, 
harm. 


Illustration. 


An order is promulgated by a public servant lawfully empowered to promulgate 
such order, directing that a religious procession shall not pass down a certain street. A 
knowingly disobeys the order, and thereby causes danger of riot. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


224. Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any public servant, or to any person 
in whom he believes that public servant to be interested, for the purpose of inducing that 
public servant to do any act, or to forbear or delay to do any act, connected with the 
exercise of the public functions of such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


225. Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any person for the purpose of 
inducing that person to refrain or desist from making a legal application for protection 
against any injury to any public servant legally empowered as such to give such protection, 
or to cause such protection to be given, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


226. Whoever attempts to commit suicide with the intent to compel or restrain any 
public servant from discharging his official duty shall be punished with simple imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both, or with community 
service. 


CHAPTER XIV 
OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE 


227. Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or by an express provision of law to 
state the truth, or being bound by law to make a declaration upon any subject, makes any 
statement which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be false or does not 
believe to be true, is said to give false evidence. 


Explanation 1.—A statement is within the meaning of this section, whether it is 
made verbally or otherwise. 


Explanation 2.—A false statement as to the belief of the person attesting is within 
the meaning of this section, and a person may be guilty of giving false evidence by 
stating that he believes a thing which he does not believe, as well as by stating that he 
knows a thing which he does not know. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, in support of a just claim which B has against Z for one thousand rupees, 
falsely swears on a trial that he heard Z admit the justice of B’s claim. A has given false 
evidence. 
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(b) A, being bound by an oath to state the truth, states that he believes a certain 
signature to be the handwriting of Z, when he does not believe it to be the handwriting of 
Z. Here A states that which he knows to be false, and therefore gives false evidence. 


(c) A, knowing the general character of Z’s handwriting, states that he believes a 
certain signature to be the handwriting of Z; A in good faith believing it to be so. Here A’s 
statement is merely as to his belief, and is true as to his belief, and therefore, although the 
signature may not be the handwriting of Z, A has not given false evidence. 


(d) A, being bound by an oath to state the truth, states that he knows that Z was at 
a particular place on a particular day, not knowing anything upon the subject. A gives 
false evidence whether Z was at that place on the day named or not. 


(e) A, an interpreter or translator, gives or certifies as a true interpretation or 
translation of a statement or document which he is bound by oath to interpret or translate 
truly, that which is not and which he does not believe to be a true interpretation or 
translation. A has given false evidence. 


228. Whoever causes any circumstance to exist or makes any false entry in any 
book or record, or electronic record or makes any document or electronic record containing 
a false statement, intending that such circumstance, false entry or false statement may 
appear in evidence in a judicial proceeding, or in a proceeding taken by law before a public 
servant as such, or before an arbitrator, and that such circumstance, false entry or false 
statement, so appearing in evidence, may cause any person who in such proceeding is to 
form an opinion upon the evidence, to entertain an erroneous opinion touching any point 
material to the result of such proceeding is said “to fabricate false evidence”. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A puts jewels into a box belonging to Z, with the intention that they may be 
found in that box, and that this circumstance may cause Z to be convicted of theft. A has 
fabricated false evidence. 


(b) A makes a false entry in his shop-book for the purpose of using it as corroborative 
evidence in a Court. A has fabricated false evidence. 


(c) A, with the intention of causing Z to be convicted of a criminal conspiracy, writes 
a letter in imitation of Z’s handwriting, purporting to be addressed to an accomplice in 
such criminal conspiracy, and puts the letter in a place which he knows that the officers of 
the police are likely to search. A has fabricated false evidence. 


229. (1) Whoever intentionally gives false evidence in any stage of a judicial 
proceeding, or fabricates false evidence for the purpose of being used in any stage of a 
judicial proceeding, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to ten 
thousand rupees. 


(2) Whoever intentionally gives or fabricates false evidence in any case other than 
that referred to in sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine which may 
extend to five thousand rupees. 
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Explanation 1.—A trial before a Court-martial is a judicial proceeding. 


Explanation 2.—An investigation directed by law preliminary to a proceeding before 
a Court, is a stage of a judicial proceeding, though that investigation may not take place 
before a Court. 


Illustration. 


A, in an enquiry before a Magistrate for the purpose of ascertaining whether Z 
ought to be committed for trial, makes on oath a statement which he knows to be false. As 
this enquiry is a stage of a judicial proceeding, A has given false evidence. 


Explanation 3.—An investigation directed by a Court according to law, and 
conducted under the authority of a Court, is a stage of a judicial proceeding, though that 
investigation may not take place before a Court. 


Illustration. 


A, in an enquiry before an officer deputed by a Court to ascertain on the spot the 
boundaries of land, makes on oath a statement which he knows to be false. As this 
enquiry is a stage of a judicial proceeding, A has given false evidence. 


230. (1) Whoever gives or fabricates false evidence, intending thereby to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any person to be convicted of an 
offence which is capital by the law for the time being in force in India shall be punished 
with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to fifty thousand rupees. 


(2) If an innocent person be convicted and executed in consequence of false evidence 
referred to in sub-section (1), the person who gives such false evidence shall be punished 
either with death or the punishment specified in sub-section (1). 


231. Whoever gives or fabricates false evidence intending thereby to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any person to be convicted of an 
offence which by the law for the time being in force in India is not capital, but punishable 
with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment for a term of seven years or upwards, shall be 
punished as a person convicted of that offence would be liable to be punished. 


Illustration. 


A gives false evidence before a Court, intending thereby to cause Z to be convicted 
of a dacoity. The punishment of dacoity is imprisonment for life, or rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to ten years, with or without fine. A, therefore, is liable to 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment, with or without fine. 


232. (1) Whoever threatens another with any injury to his person, reputation or 
property or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person is interested, with 
intent to cause that person to give false evidence shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) If innocent person is convicted and sentenced in consequence of false evidence 
referred to in sub-section (1), with death or imprisonment for more than seven years, the 
person who threatens shall be punished with the same punishment and sentence in the 
same manner and to the same extent such innocent person is punished and sentenced. 
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233. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true or genuine evidence any 
evidence which he knows to be false or fabricated, shall be punished in the same manner 
as if he gave or fabricated false evidence. 


234. Whoever issues or signs any certificate required by law to be given or signed, 
or relating to any fact of which such certificate is by law admissible in evidence, knowing 
or believing that such certificate is false in any material point, shall be punished in the 
same manner as if he gave false evidence. 


235. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use any such certificate as a true 
certificate, knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be punished in the 
same manner as if he gave false evidence. 


236. Whoever, in any declaration made or subscribed by him, which declaration any 
Court or any public servant or other person, is bound or authorised by law to receive as 
evidence of any fact, makes any statement which is false, and which he either knows or 
believes to be false or does not believe to be true, touching any point material to the 
object for which the declaration is made or used, shall be punished in the same manner as 
if he gave false evidence. 


237. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true any such declaration, 
knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be punished in the same manner 
as if he gave false evidence. 


Explanation.—A declaration which is inadmissible merely upon the ground of some 
informality, is a declaration within the meaning of section 236 and this section. 


238. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 
committed, causes any evidence of the commission of that offence to disappear, with the 
intention of screening the offender from legal punishment, or with that intention gives any 
information respecting the offence which he knows or believes to be false shall,— 


(a) if the offence which he knows or believes to have been committed is 
punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 
which may extend to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for any term not extending 
to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the 
offence, for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of the 
imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that B has murdered Z, assists B to hide the body with the intention of 
screening B from punishment. A is liable to imprisonment of either description for seven 
years, and also to fine. 


239. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 
committed, intentionally omits to give any information respecting that offence which he is 
legally bound to give, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, 
or with both. 
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240. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 
committed, gives any information respecting that offence which he knows or believes to 
be false, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—In sections 238 and 239 and in this section the word “offence” 
includes any act committed at any place out of India, which, if committed in India, would 
be punishable under any of the following sections, namely, 103, 105, 307, sub-sections (2), 
(3) and (4) of section 309, sub-sections (2), (3), (4) and (5) of section 310, 311, 312, 
clauses (f) and (g) of section 326, sub-sections (4), (6), (7) and (8) of section 331, 
clauses (a) and (b) of section 332. 


241. Whoever secretes or destroys any document or electronic record which he 
may be lawfully compelled to produce as evidence in a Court or in any proceeding 
lawfully held before a public servant, as such, or obliterates or renders illegible the whole 
or any part of such document or electronic record with the intention of preventing the 
same from being produced or used as evidence before such Court or public servant as 
aforesaid, or after he shall have been lawfully summoned or required to produce the same 
for that purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, 
or with both. 


242. Whoever falsely personates another, and in such assumed character makes 
any admission or statement, or confesses judgment, or causes any process to be issued or 
becomes bail or security, or does any other act in any suit or criminal prosecution, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


243. Whoever fraudulently removes, conceals, transfers or delivers to any person 
any property or any interest therein, intending thereby to prevent that property or interest 
therein from being taken as a forfeiture or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which 
has been pronounced, or which he knows to be likely to be pronounced, by a Court or 
other competent authority, or from being taken in execution of a decree or order which has 
been made, or which he knows to be likely to be made by a Court in a civil suit, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


244, Whoever fraudulently accepts, receives or claims any property or any interest 
therein, knowing that he has no right or rightful claim to such property or interest, or 
practises any deception touching any right to any property or any interest therein, 
intending thereby to prevent that property or interest therein from being taken as a forfeiture 
or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been pronounced, or which he 
knows to be likely to be pronounced by a Court or other competent authority, or from 
being taken in execution of a decree or order which has been made, or which he knows to 
be likely to be made by a Court in a civil suit, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


245. Whoever fraudulently causes or suffers a decree or order to be passed against 
him at the suit of any person for a sum not due or for a larger sum than is due to such 
person or for any property or interest in property to which such person is not entitled, or 
fraudulently causes or suffers a decree or order to be executed against him after it has 
been satisfied, or for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 
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Illustration. 


A institutes a suit against Z. Z, knowing that A is likely to obtain a decree against 
him, fraudulently suffers a judgment to pass against him for a larger amount at the suit of 
B, who has no just claim against him, in order that B, either on his own account or for the 
benefit of Z, may share in the proceeds of any sale of Z’s property which may be made 
under A’s decree. Z has committed an offence under this section. 


246. Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent to injure or annoy any 
person, makes in a Court any claim which he knows to be false, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


247. Whoever fraudulently obtains a decree or order against any person for a sum 
not due, or for a larger sum than is due or for any property or interest in property to which 
he is not entitled, or fraudulently causes a decree or order to be executed against any 
person after it has been satisfied or for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, 
or fraudulently suffers or permits any such act to be done in his name, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


248. Whoever, with intent to cause injury to any person, institutes or causes to be 
instituted any criminal proceeding against that person, or falsely charges any person with 
having committed an offence, knowing that there is no just or lawful ground for such 
proceeding or charge against that person,— 


(a) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to five years, or with fine which may extend to two lakh rupees, or with 
both; 


(b) if such criminal proceeding be instituted on a false charge of an offence 
punishable with death, imprisonment for life, or imprisonment for ten years or upwards, 
shall be punishable with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


249. Whenever an offence has been committed, whoever harbours or conceals a 
person whom he knows or has reason to believe to be the offender, with the intention of 
screening him from legal punishment shall,— 


(a) if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable 
to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 
which may extend to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one 
year, and not to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of the description provided 
for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of 
imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—‘“Offence” in this section includes any act committed at any place 
out of India, which, if committed in India, would be punishable under any of the following 
sections, namely, 103, 105, 307, sub-sections (2), (3) and (4) of section 309, sub-sections (2), 
(3), (4) and (5) of section 310, 311, 312, clauses (f) and (g) of section 326, sub-sections (4), 
(6), (7) and (8) of section 331, clauses (a) and (b) of section 332 and every such act shall, 
for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be punishable as if the accused person had 
been guilty of it in India. 
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Exception—This section shall not extend to any case in which the harbour or 
concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that B has committed dacoity, knowingly conceals B in order to screen 
him from legal punishment. Here, as B is liable to imprisonment for life, A is liable to 
imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding three years, and is also liable 
to fine. 


250. Whoever accepts or attempts to obtain, or agrees to accept, any gratification 
for himself or any other person, or any restitution of property to himself or any other 
person, in consideration of his concealing an offence or of his screening any person from 
legal punishment for any offence, or of his not proceeding against any person for the 
purpose of bringing him to legal punishment shall,— 


(a) if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 
which may extend to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment not extending to ten years, 
be punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a 
term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of imprisonment 
provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


251. Whoever gives or causes, or offers or agrees to give or cause, any gratification 
to any person, or restores or causes the restoration of any property to any person, in 
consideration of that person’s concealing an offence, or of his screening any person from 
legal punishment for any offence, or of his not proceeding against any person for the 
purpose of bringing him to legal punishment shall,— 


(a) if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment 
which may extend to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment not extending to ten years, 
be punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a 
term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of imprisonment 
provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


Exception.—The provisions of this section and section 250 do not extend to any 
case in which the offence may lawfully be compounded. 


252. Whoever takes or agrees or consents to take any gratification under pretence 
or on account of helping any person to recover any movable property of which he shall 
have been deprived by any offence punishable under this Sanhita, shall, unless he uses 
all means in his power to cause the offender to be apprehended and convicted of the 
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offence, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


253. Whenever any person convicted of or charged with an offence, being in lawful 
custody for that offence, escapes from such custody, or whenever a public servant, in the 
exercise of the lawful powers of such public servant, orders a certain person to be 
apprehended for an offence, whoever, knowing of such escape or order for apprehension, 
harbours or conceals that person with the intention of preventing him from being 
apprehended, shall be punished in the manner following, namely:— 


(a) if the offence for which the person was in custody or is ordered to be 
apprehended is punishable with death, he shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for 
ten years, he shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, with or without fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one 
year and not to ten years, he shall be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the 
longest term of the imprisonment provided for such offence, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Explanation.—‘Offence” in this section includes also any act or omission of which 
a person is alleged to have been guilty out of India, which, if he had been guilty of it in 
India, would have been punishable as an offence, and for which he is, under any law 
relating to extradition, or otherwise, liable to be apprehended or detained in custody in 
India, and every such act or omission shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to 
be punishable as if the accused person had been guilty of it in India. 


Exception—tThe provisions of this section do not extend to the case in which the 
harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the person to be apprehended. 


254. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that any persons are about to 
commit or have recently committed robbery or dacoity, harbours them or any of them, with 
the intention of facilitating the commission of such robbery or dacoity, or of screening 
them or any of them from punishment, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section it is immaterial whether the robbery 
or dacoity is intended to be committed, or has been committed, within or without India. 


Exception.—The provisions of this section do not extend to the case in which the 
harbour is by the spouse of the offender. 


255. Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any direction of the law 
as to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such public servant, intending thereby 
to save, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal 
punishment, or subject him to a less punishment than that to which he is liable, or with 
intent to save, or knowing that he is likely thereby to save, any property from forfeiture or 
any charge to which it is liable by law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 
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256. Whoever, being a public servant, and being as such public servant, charged 
with the preparation of any record or other writing, frames that record or writing in a 
manner which he knows to be incorrect, with intent to cause, or knowing it to be likely that 
he will thereby cause, loss or injury to the public or to any person, or with intent thereby 
to save, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal 
punishment, or with intent to save, or knowing that he is likely thereby to save, any 
property from forfeiture or other charge to which it is liable by law, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


257. Whoever, being a public servant, corruptly or maliciously makes or pronounces 
in any stage of a judicial proceeding, any report, order, verdict, or decision which he 
knows to be contrary to law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


258. Whoever, being in any office which gives him legal authority to commit persons 
for trial or to confinement, or to keep persons in confinement, corruptly or maliciously 
commits any person for trial or to confinement, or keeps any person in confinement, in the 
exercise of that authority knowing that in so doing he is acting contrary to law, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


259. Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend or to keep in confinement any person charged with or liable to be apprehended 
for an offence, intentionally omits to apprehend such person, or intentionally suffers such 
person to escape, or intentionally aids such person in escaping or attempting to escape 
from such confinement, shall be punished,— 


(a) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to 
have been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to be apprehended for, an 
offence punishable with death; or 


(b) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have 
been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence 
punishable with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to ten years; or 


(c) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been 
apprehended, was charged with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence 
punishable with imprisonment for a term less than ten years. 


260. Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend or to keep in confinement any person under sentence of a Court for any 
offence or lawfully committed to custody, intentionally omits to apprehend such person, 
or intentionally suffers such person to escape or intentionally aids such person in escaping 
or attempting to escape from such confinement, shall be punished,— 


(a) with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to fourteen years, with or without fine, if the person in 
confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, is under sentence of 
death; or 
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(b) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement or who ought to have 
been apprehended, is subject, by a sentence of a Court, or by virtue of a commutation 
of such sentence, to imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term of ten years, or 
upwards; or 


(c) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine, or with both, if the person in confinement or who ought to 
have been apprehended, is subject by a sentence of a Court to imprisonment for a 
term not extending to ten years or if the person was lawfully committed to custody. 


261. Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public servant to keep 
in confinement any person charged with or convicted of any offence or lawfully committed 
to custody, negligently suffers such person to escape from confinement, shall be punished 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


262. Whoever intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful 
apprehension of himself for any offence with which he is charged or of which he has been 
convicted, or escapes or attempts to escape from any custody in which he is lawfully 
detained for any such offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—The punishment in this section is in addition to the punishment for 
which the person to be apprehended or detained in custody was liable for the offence with 
which he was charged, or of which he was convicted. 


263. Whoever, intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful 
apprehension of any other person for an offence, or rescues or attempts to rescue any 
other person from any custody in which that person is lawfully detained for an offence,— 


(a) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; or 


(b) if the person to be apprehended, or the person rescued or attempted to be 
rescued, is charged with or liable to be apprehended for an offence punishable with 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine; or 


(c) 1f the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is 
charged with or liable to be apprehended for an offence punishable with death, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; or 


(d) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is 
liable under the sentence of a Court or by virtue of a commutation of such a sentence, 
to imprisonment for life, or imprisonment for a term of ten years or upwards, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; or 


(e) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is 
under sentence of death, shall be punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment 
of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 
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264. Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend, or to keep in confinement, any person in any case not provided for in section 259, 
section 260 or section 261, or in any other law for the time being in force, omits to apprehend 
that person or suffers him to escape from confinement, shall be punished— 


(a) if he does so intentionally, with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and 


(b) if he does so negligently, with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


265. Whoever, in any case not provided for in section 262 or section 263 or in any 
other law for the time being in force, intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction 
to the lawful apprehension of himself or of any other person, or escapes or attempts to 
escape from any custody in which he is lawfully detained, or rescues or attempts to rescue 
any other person from any custody in which that person is lawfully detained, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine, or with both. 


266. Whoever, having accepted any conditional remission of punishment, knowingly 
violates any condition on which such remission was granted, shall be punished with the 
punishment to which he was originally sentenced, if he has already suffered no part of that 
punishment, and if he has suffered any part of that punishment, then with so much of that 
punishment as he has not already suffered. 


267. Whoever, intentionally offers any insult, or causes any interruption to any public 
servant, while such public servant is sitting in any stage of a judicial proceeding, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


268. Whoever, by personation or otherwise, shall intentionally cause, or knowingly 
suffer himself to be returned, empanelled or sworn as an assessor in any case in which he 
knows that he is not entitled by law to be so returned, empanelled or sworn, or knowing 
himself to have been so returned, empanelled or sworn contrary to law, shall voluntarily 
serve as such assessor, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


269. Whoever, having been charged with an offence and released on bail bond or on 
bond, fails without sufficient cause (the burden of proving which shall lie upon him), to 
appear in Court in accordance with the terms of the bail or bond, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Explanation.—The punishment under this section is— 


(a) in addition to the punishment to which the offender would be liable on a 
conviction for the offence with which he has been charged; and 


(b) without prejudice to the power of the Court to order forfeiture of the bond. 
CHAPTER XV 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND 
MORALS 


270. A person is guilty of a public nuisance who does any act or is guilty of an illegal 
omission which causes any common injury, danger or annoyance to the public or to the 
people in general who dwell or occupy property in the vicinity, or which must necessarily 
cause injury, obstruction, danger or annoyance to persons who may have occasion to use 
any public right but a common nuisance is not excused on the ground that it causes some 
convenience or advantage. 
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271. Whoever unlawfully or negligently does any act which is, and which he knows or 
has reason to believe to be, likely to spread the infection of any disease dangerous to life, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine, or with both. 


272. Whoever malignantly does any act which is, and which he knows or has reason 
to believe to be, likely to spread the infection of any disease dangerous to life, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


273. Whoever knowingly disobeys any rule made by the Government for putting any 
mode of transport into a state of quarantine, or for regulating the intercourse of any such 
transport in a state of quarantine or for regulating the intercourse between places where an 
infectious disease prevails and other places, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


274. Whoever adulterates any article of food or drink, so as to make such article 
noxious as food or drink, intending to sell such article as food or drink, or knowing it to be 
likely that the same will be sold as food or drink, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


275. Whoever sells, or offers or exposes for sale, as food or drink, any article which 
has been rendered or has become noxious, or is in a state unfit for food or drink, knowing or 
having reason to believe that the same is noxious as food or drink, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


276. Whoever adulterates any drug or medical preparation in such a manner as to 
lessen the efficacy or change the operation of such drug or medical preparation, or to make 
it noxious, intending that it shall be sold or used for, or knowing it to be likely that it will be 
sold or used for, any medicinal purpose, as if it had not undergone such adulteration, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


277. Whoever, knowing any drug or medical preparation to have been adulterated in 
such a manner as to lessen its efficacy, to change its operation, or to render it noxious, sells 
the same, or offers or exposes it for sale, or issues it from any dispensary for medicinal 
purposes as unadulterated, or causes it to be used for medicinal purposes by any person not 
knowing of the adulteration, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, 
or with both. 


278. Whoever knowingly sells, or offers or exposes for sale, or issues from a dispensary 
for medicinal purposes, any drug or medical preparation, as a different drug or medical 
preparation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


279. Whoever voluntarily corrupts or fouls the water of any public spring or reservoir, 
so as to render it less fit for the purpose for which it is ordinarily used, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


280. Whoever voluntarily vitiates the atmosphere in any place so as to make it noxious 
to the health of persons in general dwelling or carrying on business in the neighbourhood or 
passing along a public way, shall be punished with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees. 


281. Whoever drives any vehicle, or rides, on any public way in a manner so rash or 
negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other 
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person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


282. Whoever navigates any vessel in a manner so rash or negligent as to endanger 
human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


283. Whoever exhibits any false light, mark or buoy, intending or knowing it to be 
likely that such exhibition will mislead any navigator, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and with fine which shall not 
be less than ten thousand rupees. 


284. Whoever knowingly or negligently conveys, or causes to be conveyed for hire, 
any person by water in any vessel, when that vessel is in such a state or so loaded as to 
endanger the life of that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


285. Whoever, by doing any act, or by omitting to take order with any property in his 
possession or under his charge, causes danger, obstruction or injury to any person in any 
public way or public line of navigation, shall be punished with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees. 


286. Whoever does, with any poisonous substance, any act in a manner so rash or 
negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any person or 
knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any poisonous substance in his 
possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such 
poisonous substance, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or 
with both. 


287. Whoever does, with fire or any combustible matter, any act so rashly or negligently 
as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person or 
knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any fire or any combustible matter in 
his possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such 
fire or combustible matter, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, 
or with both. 


288. Whoever does, with any explosive substance, any act so rashly or negligently as 
to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person, or 
knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any explosive substance in his 
possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from that 
substance, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


289. Whoever does, with any machinery, any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger 
human life or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person or knowingly or 
negligently omits to take such order with any machinery in his possession or under his care 
as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such machinery, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


290. Whoever, in pulling down, repairing or constructing any building, knowingly or 
negligently omits to take such measures with that building as is sufficient to guard against 
any probable danger to human life from the fall of that building, or of any part thereof, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 
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291. Whoever knowingly or negligently omits to take such measures with any animal 
in his possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life, or any 
probable danger of grievous hurt from such animal, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


292. Whoever commits a public nuisance in any case not otherwise punishable by this 
Sanhita shall be punished with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees. 


293. Whoever repeats or continues a public nuisance, having been enjoined by any 
public servant who has lawful authority to issue such injunction not to repeat or continue 
such nuisance, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


294. (1) For the purposes of sub-section (2), a book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, 
painting, representation, figure or any other object, including display of any content in 
electronic form shall be deemed to be obscene if it is lascivious or appeals to the prurient 
interest or if its effect, or (where it comprises two or more distinct items) the effect of any one 
of its items, is, if taken as a whole, such as to tend to deprave and corrupt persons who are 
likely, having regard to all relevant circumstances, to read, see or hear the matter contained or 
embodied in it. 


(2) Whoever— 


(a) sells, lets to hire, distributes, publicly exhibits or in any manner puts into 
circulation, or for purposes of sale, hire, distribution, public exhibition or circulation, 
makes, produces or has in his possession any obscene book, pamphlet, paper, drawing, 
painting, representation or figure or any other obscene object whatsoever in whatever 
manner; or 


(b) imports, exports or conveys any obscene object for any of the purposes 
aforesaid, or knowing or having reason to believe that such object will be sold, let to 
hire, distributed or publicly exhibited or in any manner put into circulation; or 


(c) takes part in or receives profits from any business in the course of which he 
knows or has reason to believe that any such obscene objects are, for any of the 
purposes aforesaid, made produced, purchased, kept, imported, exported, conveyed, 
publicly exhibited or in any manner put into circulation; or 


(d) advertises or makes known by any means whatsoever that any person is 
engaged or is ready to engage in any act which is an offence under this section, or that 
any such obscene object can be procured from or through any person; or 


(e) offers or attempts to do any act which is an offence under this section, 


shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, and with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, and, in the 
event of a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to five years, and also with fine which may extend to ten thousand 
rupees. 


Exception.—This section does not extend to— 
(a) any book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, representation or 
figure— 


(i) the publication of which is proved to be justified as being for the public 
good on the ground that such book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, 
representation or figure is in the interest of science, literature, art or learning or 
other objects of general concern; or 


24 of 1958. 
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(ii) which is kept or used bona fide for religious purposes; 


(b) any representation sculptured, engraved, painted or otherwise represented 
on or in— 


(i) any ancient monument within the meaning of the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958; or 


(ii) any temple, or on any car used for the conveyance of idols, or kept or 
used for any religious purpose. 


295. Whoever sells, lets to hire, distributes, exhibits or circulates to any child any such 
obscene object as is referred to in section 294, or offers or attempts so to do, shall be 
punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, and, in the 
event of a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and also with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees. 


296. Whoever, to the annoyance of others,— 
(a) does any obscene act in any public place; or 


(b) sings, recites or utters any obscene song, ballad or words, in or near any 
public place, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


297. (1) Whoever keeps any office or place for the purpose of drawing any lottery not 
being a State lottery or a lottery authorised by the State Government, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or 
with both. 


(2) Whoever publishes any proposal to pay any sum, or to deliver any goods, or to do 
or forbear from doing anything for the benefit of any person, on any event or contingency 
relative or applicable to the drawing of any ticket, lot, number or figure in any such lottery, 
shall be punished with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees. 


CHAPTER XVI 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO RELIGION 


298. Whoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship, or any object held 
sacred by any class of persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion of any 
class of persons or with the knowledge that any class of persons is likely to consider such 
destruction, damage or defilement as an insult to their religion, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


299. Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings 
of any class of citizens of India, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible 
representations or through electronic means or otherwise, insults or attempts to insult the 
religion or the religious beliefs of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


300. Whoever voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly lawfully engaged in 
the performance of religious worship, or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 
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301. Whoever, with the intention of wounding the feelings of any person, or of insulting 
the religion of any person, or with the knowledge that the feelings of any person are likely to 
be wounded, or that the religion of any person is likely to be insulted thereby, commits any 
trespass in any place of worship or on any place of sepulchre, or any place set apart for the 
performance of funeral rites or as a depository for the remains of the dead, or offers any 
indignity to any human corpse, or causes disturbance to any persons assembled for the 
performance of funeral ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


302. Whoever, with the deliberate intention of wounding the religious feelings of any 
person, utters any word or makes any sound in the hearing of that person or makes any 
gesture in the sight of that person or places any object in the sight of that person, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine, or with both. 


CHAPTER XVII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY 
Of theft 
303. (1) Whoever, intending to take dishonestly any movable property out of the 


possession of any person without that person’s consent, moves that property in order to 
such taking, is said to commit theft. 


Explanation 1.—A thing so long as it is attached to the earth, not being movable 
property, is not the subject of theft; but it becomes capable of being the subject of theft as 
soon as it is severed from the earth. 


Explanation 2.—A moving effected by the same act which affects the severance may 
be a theft. 


Explanation 3.—A person is said to cause a thing to move by removing an obstacle 
which prevented it from moving or by separating it from any other thing, as well as by 
actually moving it. 


Explanation 4.—A person, who by any means causes an animal to move, is said to 
move that animal, and to move everything which, in consequence of the motion so caused, 
is moved by that animal. 


Explanation 5—The consent mentioned in this section may be express or implied, 
and may be given either by the person in possession, or by any person having for that 
purpose authority either express or implied. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Acuts down a tree on Z’s ground, with the intention of dishonestly taking the tree 
out of Z’s possession without Z’s consent. Here, as soon as A has severed the tree in order 
to such taking, he has committed theft. 


(b) A puts a bait for dogs in his pocket, and thus induces Z’s dog to follow it. Here, if 
A’s intention be dishonestly to take the dog out of Z’s possession without Z’s consent. A 
has committed theft as soon as Z’s dog has begun to follow A. 


(c) A meets a bullock carrying a box of treasure. He drives the bullock in a certain 
direction, in order that he may dishonestly take the treasure. As soon as the bullock begins 
to move, A has committed theft of the treasure. 


(d) A being Z’s servant, and entrusted by Z with the care of Z’s plate, dishonestly runs 
away with the plate, without Z’s consent. A has committed theft. 


(e) Z, going on ajourney, entrusts his plate to A, the keeper of a warehouse, till Z shall 
return. A carries the plate to a goldsmith and sells it. Here the plate was not in Z’s possession. 
It could not therefore be taken out of Z’s possession, and A has not committed theft, though 
he may have committed criminal breach of trust. 
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(f) A finds a ring belonging to Z ona table in the house which Z occupies. Here the ring 
is in Z’s possession, and if A dishonestly removes it, A commits theft. 


(g) A finds a ring lying on the highroad, not in the possession of any person. A, by 
taking it, commits no theft, though he may commit criminal misappropriation of property. 


(h) A sees a ring belonging to Z lying on a table in Z’s house. Not venturing to 
misappropriate the ring immediately for fear of search and detection, A hides the ring in a 
place where it is highly improbable that it will ever be found by Z, with the intention of taking 
the ring from the hiding place and selling it when the loss is forgotten. Here A, at the time of 
first moving the ring, commits theft. 


(i) A delivers his watch to Z, a jeweler, to be regulated. Z carries it to his shop. A, not 
owing to the jeweler any debt for which the jeweler might lawfully detain the watch as a 
security, enters the shop openly, takes his watch by force out of Z’s hand, and carries it away. 
Here A, though he may have committed criminal trespass and assault, has not committed 
theft, in as much as what he did was not done dishonestly. 


(j) If A owes money to Z for repairing the watch, and if Z retains the watch lawfully as 
a security for the debt, and A takes the watch out of Z’s possession, with the intention of 
depriving Z of the property as a security for his debt, he commits theft, in as much as he takes 
it dishonestly. 


(k) Again, if A, having pawned his watch to Z, takes it out of Z’s possession without 
Z’s consent, not having paid what he borrowed on the watch, he commits theft, though the 
watch is his own property in as much as he takes it dishonestly. 


(1) A takes an article belonging to Z out of Z’s possession without Z’s consent, with 
the intention of keeping it until he obtains money from Z as a reward for its restoration. Here 
A takes dishonestly; A has therefore committed theft. 


(m) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z’s library in Z’s absence, and takes 
away a book without Z’s express consent for the purpose merely of reading it, and with the 
intention of returning it. Here, it is probable that A may have conceived that he had Z’s 
implied consent to use Z’s book. If this was A’s impression, A has not committed theft. 


(n) Aasks charity from Z’s wife. She gives A money, food and clothes, which A knows 
to belong to Z her husband. Here it is probable that A may conceive that Z’s wife is authorised 
to give away alms. If this was A’s impression, A has not committed theft. 


(o) A is the paramour of Z’s wife. She gives a valuable property, which A knows to 
belong to her husband Z, and to be such property as she has no authority from Z to give. If 
A takes the property dishonestly, he commits theft. 


(p) A, in good faith, believing property belonging to Z to be A’s own property, takes 
that property out of Z’s possession. Here, as A does not take dishonestly, he does not 
commit theft. 


(2) Whoever commits theft shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both and in case of second 
or subsequent conviction of any person under this section, he shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend 
to five years and with fine: 


Provided that in cases of theft where the value of the stolen property is less than five 
thousand rupees, and a person is convicted for the first time, shall upon return of the value 
of property or restoration of the stolen property, shall be punished with community service. 
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304. (1) Theft is snatching if, in order to commit theft, the offender suddenly or quickly 
or forcibly seizes or secures or grabs or takes away from any person or from his possession 
any movable property. 


(2) Whoever commits snatching, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


305. Whoever commits theft— 


(a) in any building, tent or vessel used as a human dwelling or used for the 
custody of property; or 


(b) of any means of transport used for the transport of goods or passengers; or 


(c) of any article or goods from any means of transport used for the transport of 
goods or passengers; or 


(d) of idol or icon in any place of worship; or 
(e) of any property of the Government or of a local authority, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


306. Whoever, being a clerk or servant, or being employed in the capacity ofa clerk or 
servant, commits theft in respect of any property in the possession of his master or employer, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


307. Whoever commits theft, having made preparation for causing death, or hurt, or 
restraint, or fear of death, or of hurt, or of restraint, to any person, in order to the committing 
of such theft, or in order to the effecting of his escape after the committing of such theft, or 
in order to the retaining of property taken by such theft, shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Acommits theft on property in Z’s possession; and while committing this theft, he 
has a loaded pistol under his garment, having provided this pistol for the purpose of hurting 
Z in case Z should resist. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) Apicks Z’s pocket, having posted several of his companions near him, in order that 
they may restrain Z, if Z should perceive what is passing and should resist, or should attempt 
to apprehend A. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Of extortion 


308. (1) Whoever intentionally puts any person in fear of any injury to that person, or 
to any other, and thereby dishonestly induces the person so put in fear to deliver to any 
person any property, or valuable security or anything signed or sealed which may be converted 
into a valuable security, commits extortion. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A threatens to publish a defamatory libel concerning Z unless Z gives him money. 
He thus induces Z to give him money. A has committed extortion. 


(b) A threatens Z that he will keep Z’s child in wrongful confinement, unless Z will sign 
and deliver to Aa promissory note binding Z to pay certain monies to A. Z signs and delivers 
the note. A has committed extortion. 


(c) A threatens to send club-men to plough up Z’s field unless Z will sign and deliver 
to B a bond binding Z under a penalty to deliver certain produce to B, and thereby 
induces Z to sign and deliver the bond. A has committed extortion. 
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(d) A, by putting Z in fear of grievous hurt, dishonestly induces Z to sign or 
affix his seal to a blank paper and deliver it to A. Z signs and delivers the paper to A. 
Here, as the paper so signed may be converted into a valuable security. A has committed 
extortion. 


(e) A threatens Z by sending a message through an electronic device that “Your child 
is in my possession, and will be put to death unless you send me one lakh rupees.” A thus 
induces Z to give him money. A has committed extortion. 


(2) Whoever commits extortion shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts any person in fear, or attempts 
to put any person in fear, of any injury, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or attempts to put any 
person in fear of death or of grievous hurt to that person or to any other, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of death or of grievous 
hurt to that person or to any other, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or attempts to put any 
person in fear of an accusation, against that person or any other, of having committed, or 
attempted to commit, an offence punishable with death or with imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of an accusation against 
that person or any other, of having committed or attempted to commit any offence punishable 
with death, or with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
ten years, or of having attempted to induce any other person to commit such offence, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of robbery and dacoity 
309. (1) In all robbery there is either theft or extortion. 


(2) Theft is robbery if, in order to the committing of the theft, or in committing the theft, 
or in carrying away or attempting to carry away property obtained by the theft, the offender, 
for that end voluntarily causes or attempts to cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful 
restraint, or fear of instant death or of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


(3) Extortion is robbery if the offender, at the time of committing the extortion, is in the 
presence of the person put in fear, and commits the extortion by putting that person in fear of 
instant death, of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint to that person or to some other 
person, and, by so putting in fear, induces the person so put in fear then and there to deliver 
up the thing extorted. 


Explanation.—The offender is said to be present if he is sufficiently near to put the 
other person in fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A holds Z down, and fraudulently takes Z’s money and jewels from Z’s clothes, 
without Z’s consent. Here A has committed theft, and, in order to the committing of that theft, 
has voluntarily caused wrongful restraint to Z. A has therefore committed robbery. 
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(b) A meets Z on the high road, shows a pistol, and demands Z’s purse. Z, in 
consequence, surrenders his purse. Here A has extorted the purse from Z by putting him in 
fear of instant hurt, and being at the time of committing the extortion in his presence. A has 
therefore committed robbery. 


(c) Ameets Z and Z’s child on the high road. A takes the child, and threatens to fling it 
down a precipice, unless Z delivers his purse. Z, in consequence, delivers his purse. Here A 
has extorted the purse from Z, by causing Z to be in fear of instant hurt to the child who is 
there present. A has therefore committed robbery on Z. 


(d) A obtains property from Z by saying—‘*Your child is in the hands of my gang, and 
will be put to death unless you send us ten thousand rupees”. This is extortion, and punishable 
as such; but it is not robbery, unless Z is put in fear of the instant death of his child. 


(4) Whoever commits robbery shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; and, if the robbery be committed 
on the highway between sunset and sunrise, the imprisonment may be extended to fourteen 
years. 


(5) Whoever attempts to commit robbery shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Ifany person, in committing or in attempting to commit robbery, voluntarily causes 
hurt, such person, and any other person jointly concerned in committing or attempting to 
commit such robbery, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


310. (1) When five or more persons conjointly commit or attempt to commit a robbery, 
or where the whole number of persons conjointly committing or attempting to commit a 
robbery, and persons present and aiding such commission or attempt, amount to five or 
more, every person so committing, attempting or aiding, is said to commit dacoity. 


(2) Whoever commits dacoity shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


(3) If any one of five or more persons, who are conjointly committing dacoity, commits 
murder in so committing dacoity, every one of those persons shall be punished with death, 
or imprisonment for life, or rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever makes any preparation for committing dacoity, shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


(5) Whoever is one of five or more persons assembled for the purpose of committing 
dacoity, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever belongs to a gang of persons associated for the purpose of habitually 
committing dacoity, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


311. If, at the time of committing robbery or dacoity, the offender uses any deadly 
weapon, or causes grievous hurt to any person, or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt 
to any person, the imprisonment with which such offender shall be punished shall not be 
less than seven years. 


312. If, at the time of attempting to commit robbery or dacoity, the offender is armed 
with any deadly weapon, the imprisonment with which such offender shall be punished shall 
not be less than seven years. 
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313. Whoever belongs to any gang of persons associated in habitually committing 
theft or robbery, and not being a gang of dacoits, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal misappropriation of property 


314. Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use any movable 
property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not 
be less than six months but which may extend to two years and with fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A takes property belonging to Z out of Z’s possession, in good faith believing at 
the time when he takes it, that the property belongs to himself. A is not guilty of theft; but if 
A, after discovering his mistake, dishonestly appropriates the property to his own use, he is 
guilty of an offence under this section. 


(b) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z’s library in Z’s absence, and takes 
away a book without Z’s express consent. Here, if A was under the impression that he had Z’s 
implied consent to take the book for the purpose of reading it, Ahas not committed theft. But, 
if A afterwards sells the book for his own benefit, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(c) A and B, being, joint owners of a horse. A takes the horse out of B’s possession, 
intending to use it. Here, as A has a right to use the horse, he does not dishonestly 
misappropriate it. But, if A sells the horse and appropriates the whole proceeds to his own 
use, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 


Explanation 1.—A dishonest misappropriation for a time only is a misappropriation 
within the meaning of this section. 


Illustration. 


A finds a Government promissory note belonging to Z, bearing a blank endorsement. 
A, knowing that the note belongs to Z, pledges it with a banker as a security for a loan, 
intending at a future time to restore it to Z. A has committed an offence under this section. 


Explanation 2.—A person who finds property not in the possession of any other 
person, and takes such property for the purpose of protecting it for, or of restoring it to, the 
owner, does not take or misappropriate it dishonestly, and is not guilty of an offence; but he 
is guilty of the offence above defined, if he appropriates it to his own use, when he knows or 
has the means of discovering the owner, or before he has used reasonable means to discover 
and give notice to the owner and has kept the property a reasonable time to enable the owner 
to claim it. 


What are reasonable means or what is a reasonable time in such a case, is a question 
of fact. 


It is not necessary that the finder should know who is the owner of the property, or that 
any particular person is the owner of it; it is sufficient if, at the time of appropriating it, he 
does not believe it to be his own property, or in good faith believe that the real owner cannot 
be found. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A finds a rupee on the high road, not knowing to whom the rupee belongs, A picks 
up the rupee. Here A has not committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A finds a letter on the road, containing a bank-note. From the direction and contents 
of the letter he learns to whom the note belongs. He appropriates the note. He is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


(c) A finds a cheque payable to bearer. He can form no conjecture as to the person who 
has lost the cheque. But the name of the person, who has drawn the cheque, appears. A 
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knows that this person can direct him to the person in whose favour the cheque was drawn. 
A appropriates the cheque without attempting to discover the owner. He is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


(d) Asees Z drop his purse with money in it. A picks up the purse with the intention of 
restoring it to Z, but afterwards appropriates it to his own use. A has committed an offence 
under this section. 


(e) A finds a purse with money, not knowing to whom it belongs; he afterwards discovers 
that it belongs to Z, and appropriates it to his own use. A is guilty of an offence under this 
section. 


(f) A finds a valuable ring, not knowing to whom it belongs. A sells it immediately 
without attempting to discover the owner. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


315. Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use any property, 
knowing that such property was in the possession of a deceased person at the time of that 
person’s decease, and has not since been in the possession of any person legally entitled to 
such possession, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine, and if the offender at the time of 
such person’s decease was employed by him as a clerk or servant, the imprisonment may 
extend to seven years. 


Illustration. 


Z dies in possession of furniture and money. His servant A, before the money comes 
into the possession of any person entitled to such possession, dishonestly misappropriates 
it. Ahas committed the offence defined in this section. 


Of criminal breach of trust 


316. (1) Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or with any dominion 
over property, dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use that property, or 
dishonestly uses or disposes of that property in violation of any direction of law prescribing 
the mode in which such trust is to be discharged, or of any legal contract, express or implied, 
which he has made touching the discharge of such trust, or wilfully suffers any other person 
so to do, commits criminal breach of trust. 


Explanation 1—A person, being an employer of an establishment whether 
exempted under section 17 of the Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act, 1952 or not who deducts the employee’s contribution from the wages payable 
to the employee for credit to a Provident Fund or Family Pension Fund established by any 
law for the time being in force, shall be deemed to have been entrusted with the amount of the 
contribution so deducted by him and if he makes default in the payment of such contribution 
to the said Fund in violation of the said law, shall be deemed to have dishonestly used the 
amount of the said contribution in violation of a direction of law as aforesaid. 


Explanation 2—A person, being an employer, who deducts the employees’ 
contribution from the wages payable to the employee for credit to the Employees’ State 
Insurance Fund held and administered by the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation 
established under the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 shall be deemed to have been 
entrusted with the amount of the contribution so deducted by him and if he makes default in 
the payment of such contribution to the said Fund in violation of the said Act, shall be 
deemed to have dishonestly used the amount of the said contribution in violation of a 
direction of law as aforesaid. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, being executor to the will of a deceased person, dishonestly disobeys the law 
which directs him to divide the effects according to the will, and appropriates them to his 
own use. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 
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(b) A is a warehouse-keeper Z going on a journey, entrusts his furniture to A, under a 
contract that it shall be returned on payment of a stipulated sum for warehouse room. A 
dishonestly sells the goods. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(c) A, residing in Kolkata, is agent for Z, residing at Delhi. There is an express or implied 
contract between A and Z, that all sums remitted by Z to A shall be invested by A, according 
to Z’s direction. Z remits one lakh of rupees to A, with directions to A to invest the same in 
Company’s paper. A dishonestly disobeys the directions and employs the money in his own 
business. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(d) But if A, in illustration (c), not dishonestly but in good faith, believing that it will be 
more for Z’s advantage to hold shares in the Bank of Bengal, disobeys Z’s directions, and 
buys shares in the Bank of Bengal, for Z, instead of buying Company’s paper, here, 
though Z should suffer loss, and should be entitled to bring a civil action against A, on 
account of that loss, yet A, not having acted dishonestly, has not committed criminal 
breach of trust. 


(e) A, arevenue-officer, is entrusted with public money and is either directed by law, or 
bound by a contract, express or implied, with the Government, to pay into a certain treasury 
all the public money which he holds. A dishonestly appropriates the money. A has committed 
criminal breach of trust. 


(f) A, a carrier, is entrusted by Z with property to be carried by land or by water. A 
dishonestly misappropriates the property. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(2) Whoever commits criminal breach of trust shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever, being entrusted with property as a carrier, wharfinger or 
warehouse-keeper, commits criminal breach of trust in respect of such property, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever, being a clerk or servant or employed as a clerk or servant, and being in 
any manner entrusted in such capacity with property, or with any dominion over property, 
commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that property, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or with any dominion over 
property in his capacity of a public servant or in the way of his business as a banker, 
merchant, factor, broker, attorney or agent commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that 
property, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of receiving stolen property 


317. (1) Property, the possession whereof has been transferred by theft or extortion or 
robbery or cheating, and property which has been criminally misappropriated or in respect of 
which criminal breach of trust has been committed, is designated as stolen property, whether 
the transfer has been made, or the misappropriation or breach of trust has been committed, 
within or without India, but, if such property subsequently comes into the possession of a 
person legally entitled to the possession thereof, it then ceases to be stolen property. 


(2) Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property, knowing or having 
reason to believe the same to be stolen property, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property, the possession 
whereof he knows or has reason to believe to have been transferred by the commission of 
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dacoity, or dishonestly receives from a person, whom he knows or has reason to believe to 
belong or to have belonged to a gang of dacoits, property which he knows or has reason to 
believe to have been stolen, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever habitually receives or deals in property which he knows or has reason to 
believe to be stolen property, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever voluntarily assists in concealing or disposing of or making away with 
property which he knows or has reason to believe to be stolen property, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


Of cheating 


318. (1) Whoever, by deceiving any person, fraudulently or dishonestly induces the 
person so deceived to deliver any property to any person, or to consent that any person 
shall retain any property, or intentionally induces the person so deceived to do or omit to do 
anything which he would not do or omit if he were not so deceived, and which act or 
omission causes or is likely to cause damage or harm to that person in body, mind, reputation 
or property, is said to cheat. 


Explanation.—A dishonest concealment of facts is a deception within the meaning of 
this section. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, by falsely pretending to be in the Civil Service, intentionally deceives Z, and 
thus dishonestly induces Z to let him have on credit goods for which he does not mean to 
pay. A cheats. 


(b) A, by putting a counterfeit mark on an article, intentionally deceives Z into a 
belief that this article was made by a certain celebrated manufacturer, and thus dishonestly 
induces Z to buy and pay for the article. A cheats. 


(c) A, by exhibiting to Z a false sample of an article intentionally deceives Z into 
believing that the article corresponds with the sample, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to 
buy and pay for the article. A cheats. 


(d) A, by tendering in payment for an article a bill on a house with which A keeps no 
money, and by which A expects that the bill will be dishonoured, intentionally deceives Z, 
and thereby dishonestly induces Z to deliver the article, intending not to pay for it. A cheats. 


(e) A, by pledging as diamonds articles which he knows are not diamonds, intentionally 
deceives Z, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to lend money. A cheats. 


(f) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A means to repay any money that Z 
may lend to him and thereby dishonestly induces Z to lend him money, A not intending to 
repay it. A cheats. 


(g) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A means to deliver to Z a certain 
quantity of indigo plant which he does not intend to deliver, and thereby dishonestly induces 
Z to advance money upon the faith of such delivery. A cheats; but if A, at the time of 
obtaining the money, intends to deliver the indigo plant, and afterwards breaks his contract 
and does not deliver it, he does not cheat, but is liable only to a civil action for breach of 
contract. 


(h) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A has performed A’s part of a contract 
made with Z, which he has not performed, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to pay money. 
A cheats. 
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(i) A sells and conveys an estate to B. A, knowing that in consequence of such sale 
he has no right to the property, sells or mortgages the same to Z, without disclosing the fact 
of the previous sale and conveyance to B, and receives the purchase or mortgage money 
from Z. A cheats. 


(2) Whoever cheats shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever cheats with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause wrongful 
loss to a person whose interest in the transaction to which the cheating relates, he was 
bound, either by law, or by a legal contract, to protect, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever cheats and thereby dishonestly induces the person deceived to deliver 
any property to any person, or to make, alter or destroy the whole or any part of a valuable 
security, or anything which is signed or sealed, and which is capable of being converted into 
a valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


319. (1) A person is said to cheat by personation if he cheats by pretending to be some 
other person, or by knowingly substituting one person for or another, or representing that he 
or any other person is a person other than he or such other person really is. 


Explanation.—The offence is committed whether the individual personated is a real 
or imaginary person. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A cheats by pretending to be a certain rich banker of the same name. A cheats by 
personation. 


(b) A cheats by pretending to be B, a person who is deceased. A cheats by personation. 


(2) Whoever cheats by personation shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of fraudulent deeds and dispositions of property 


320. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently removes, conceals or delivers to any person, 
or transfers or causes to be transferred to any person, without adequate consideration, any 
property, intending thereby to prevent, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby prevent, 
the distribution of that property according to law among his creditors or the creditors of any 
other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
shall not be less than six months but which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


321. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently prevents any debt or demand due to himself 
or to any other person from being made available according to law for payment of his debts 
or the debts of such other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


322. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently signs, executes or becomes a party to any 
deed or instrument which purports to transfer or subject to any charge any property, or any 
interest therein, and which contains any false statement relating to the consideration for 
such transfer or charge, or relating to the person or persons for whose use or benefit it is 
really intended to operate, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 
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323. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently conceals or removes any property of himself 
or any other person, or dishonestly or fraudulently assists in the concealment or removal 
thereof, or dishonestly releases any demand or claim to which he is entitled, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


Of mischief 


324. (1) Whoever with intent to cause, or knowing that he is likely to cause, wrongful 
loss or damage to the public or to any person, causes the destruction of any property, or any 
such change in any property or in the situation thereof as destroys or diminishes its value or 
utility, or affects it injuriously, commits mischief. 


Explanation |.—It is not essential to the offence of mischief that the offender should 
intend to cause loss or damage to the owner of the property injured or destroyed. It is 
sufficient if he intends to cause, or knows that he is likely to cause, wrongful loss or damage 
to any person by injuring any property, whether it belongs to that person or not. 


Explanation 2.—Mischief may be committed by an act affecting property belonging 
to the person who commits the act, or to that person and others jointly. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A voluntarily burns a valuable security belonging to Z intending to cause wrongful 
loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(b) A introduces water into an ice-house belonging to Z and thus causes the ice to 
melt, intending wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(c) A voluntarily throws into a river a ring belonging to Z, with the intention of thereby 
causing wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(d) A, knowing that his effects are about to be taken in execution in order to satisfy a 
debt due from him to Z, destroys those effects, with the intention of thereby preventing Z 
from obtaining satisfaction of the debt, and of thus causing damage to Z. A has committed 
mischief. 


(e) A having insured a ship, voluntarily causes the same to be cast away, with the 
intention of causing damage to the underwriters. A has committed mischief. 


(f) A causes a ship to be cast away, intending thereby to cause damage to Z who has 
lent money on bottomry on the ship. A has committed mischief. 


(g) A, having joint property with Z in a horse, shoots the horse, intending thereby to 
cause wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(h) A causes cattle to enter upon a field belonging to Z, intending to cause and 
knowing that he is likely to cause damage to Z’s crop. A has committed mischief. 


(2) Whoever commits mischief shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits mischief and thereby causes loss or damage to any property 
including the property of Government or Local Authority shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever commits mischief and thereby causes loss or damage to the amount of 
twenty thousand rupees and more but less than one lakh rupees shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


(5) Whoever commits mischief and thereby causes loss or damage to the amount of 
one lakh rupees or upwards, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 
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(6) Whoever commits mischief, having made preparation for causing to any person 
death, or hurt, or wrongful restraint, or fear of death, or of hurt, or of wrongful restraint, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


325. Whoever commits mischief by killing, poisoning, maiming or rendering useless 
any animal shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


326. Whoever commits mischief by,— 


(a) doing any act which causes, or which he knows to be likely to cause, a 
diminution of the supply of water for agricultural purposes, or for food or drink for 
human beings or for animals which are property, or for cleanliness or for carrying on 
any manufacture, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both; 


(b) doing any act which renders or which he knows to be likely to render any 
public road, bridge, navigable river or navigable channel, natural or artificial, impassable 
or less safe for travelling or conveying property, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with 
both; 


(c) doing any act which causes or which he knows to be likely to cause an 
inundation or an obstruction to any public drainage attended with injury or damage, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to five years, or with fine, or with both; 


(d) destroying or moving any sign or signal used for navigation of rail, aircraft 
or ship or other thing placed as a guide for navigators, or by any act which renders any 
such sign or signal less useful as a guide for navigators, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with 
fine, or with both; 


(e) destroying or moving any land-mark fixed by the authority of a public servant, 
or by any act which renders such land-mark less useful as such, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with 
fine, or with both; 


(f) fire or any explosive substance intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby cause, damage to any property including agricultural produce, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(g) fire or any explosive substance, intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby cause, the destruction of any building which is ordinarily used as 
a place of worship or as a human dwelling or as a place for the custody of property, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


327. (1) Whoever commits mischief to any rail, aircraft, or a decked vessel or any 
vessel of a burden of twenty tons or upwards, intending to destroy or render unsafe, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby destroy or render unsafe, that rail, aircraft or 
vessel, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever commits, or attempts to commit, by fire or any explosive substance, such 
mischief as is described in sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment for life or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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328. Whoever intentionally runs any vessel aground or ashore, intending to commit 
theft of any property contained therein or to dishonestly misappropriate any such property, 
or with intent that such theft or misappropriation of property may be committed, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal trespass 


329. (1) Whoever enters into or upon property in the possession of another with 
intent to commit an offence or to intimidate, insult or annoy any person in possession of 
such property or having lawfully entered into or upon such property, unlawfully remains 
there with intent thereby to intimidate, insult or annoy any such person or with intent to 
commit an offence is said to commit criminal trespass. 


(2) Whoever commits criminal trespass by entering into or remaining in any building, 
tent or vessel used as a human dwelling or any building used as a place for worship, or as a 
place for the custody of property, is said to commit house-trespass. 


Explanation.—The introduction of any part of the criminal trespasser’s body is entering 
sufficient to constitute house-trespass. 


(3) Whoever commits criminal trespass shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


(4) Whoever commits house-trespass shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


330. (1) Whoever commits house-trespass having taken precautions to conceal such 
house-trespass from some person who has a right to exclude or eject the trespasser from the 
building, tent or vessel which is the subject of the trespass, is said to commit lurking 
house-trespass. 


(2) A person is said to commit house-breaking who commits house-trespass if he 
effects his entrance into the house or any part of it in any of the six ways hereinafter 
described; or if, being in the house or any part of it for the purpose of committing an offence, 
or having committed an offence therein, he quits the house or any part of it in any of the 
following ways, namely:— 


(a) if he enters or quits through a passage made by himself, or by any abettor of 
the house-trespass, in order to the committing of the house-trespass; 


(b) if he enters or quits through any passage not intended by any person, other 
than himself or an abettor of the offence, for human entrance; or through any passage 
to which he has obtained access by scaling or climbing over any wall or building; 


(c) if he enters or quits through any passage which he or any abettor of the 
house-trespass has opened, in order to the committing of the house-trespass by any 
means by which that passage was not intended by the occupier of the house to be 
opened; 


(d) if he enters or quits by opening any lock in order to the committing of the 
house-trespass, or in order to the quitting of the house after a house-trespass; 


(e) if he effects his entrance or departure by using criminal force or committing 
an assault, or by threatening any person with assault; 


(f) if he enters or quits by any passage which he knows to have been fastened 
against such entrance or departure, and to have been unfastened by himself or by an 
abettor of the house-trespass. 
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Explanation.—Any out-house or building occupied with a house, and between which 
and such house there is an immediate internal communication, is part of the house within the 
meaning of this section. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A commits house-trespass by making a hole through the wall of Z’s house, and 
putting his hand through the aperture. This is house-breaking. 


(b) A commits house-trespass by creeping into a ship at a port-hole between decks. 
This is house-breaking. 


(c) A commits house-trespass by entering Z’s house through a window. This is 
house-breaking. 


(d) Acommits house-trespass by entering Z’s house through the door, having opened 
a door which was fastened. This is house-breaking. 


(e) Acommits house-trespass by entering Z’s house through the door, having lifted a 
latch by putting a wire through a hole in the door. This is house-breaking. 


(f) A finds the key of Z’s house door, which Z had lost, and commits house-trespass by 
entering Z’s house, having opened the door with that key. This is house-breaking. 


(g) Z is standing in his doorway. A forces a passage by knocking Z down, and commits 
house-trespass by entering the house. This is house-breaking. 


(h) Z, the door-keeper of Y, is standing in Y’s doorway. A commits house-trespass by 
entering the house, having deterred Z from opposing him by threatening to beat him. This is 
house-breaking. 


331. (1) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after sunset and before 
sunrise, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, in order to the 
committing of any offence punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to 
fine; and if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the term of the imprisonment may 
be extended to ten years. 


(4) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after sunset and before 
sunrise, in order to the committing of any offence punishable with imprisonment, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, 
and shall also be liable to fine; and, ifthe offence intended to be committed is theft, the term 
of the imprisonment may be extended to fourteen years. 


(5) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass, or house-breaking, having made 
preparation for causing hurt to any person, or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully 
restraining any person, or for putting any person in fear of hurt or of assault or of wrongful 
restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description or a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after sunset and before 
sunrise, having made preparation for causing hurt to any person or for assaulting any 
person, or for wrongfully restraining any person, or for putting any person in fear of hurt, or 
of assault, or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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(7) Whoever, whilst committing lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, causes 
grievous hurt to any person or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(8) If, at the time of the committing of lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after 
sunset and before sunrise, any person guilty of such offence shall voluntarily cause or 
attempt to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, every person jointly concerned in 
committing such lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


332. Whoever commits house-trespass in order to the committing of any offence— 


(a) punishable with death, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine; 


(b) punishable with imprisonment for life, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine: 


Provided that if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the term of the 
imprisonment may be extended to seven years. 


333. Whoever commits house-trespass, having made preparation for causing hurt to 
any person or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully restraining any person, or for 
putting any person in fear of hurt, or of assault, or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


334. (1) Whoever dishonestly or with intent to commit mischief, breaks open or 
unfastens any closed receptacle which contains or which he believes to contain property, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever, being entrusted with any closed receptacle which contains or which he 
believes to contain property, without having authority to open the same, dishonestly, or with 
intent to commit mischief, breaks open or unfastens that receptacle, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


CHAPTER XVIII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY MARKS 
335. A person is said to make a false document or false electronic record— 
(A) Who dishonestly or fraudulently— 
(i) makes, signs, seals or executes a document or part of a document; 


(ii) makes or transmits any electronic record or part of any electronic 
record; 


(iii) affixes any electronic signature on any electronic record; 


(iv) makes any mark denoting the execution of a document or the 
authenticity of the electronic signature, 


with the intention of causing it to be believed that such document or part of 
document, electronic record or electronic signature was made, signed, sealed, 
executed, transmitted or affixed by or by the authority of a person by whom or 
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by whose authority he knows that it was not made, signed, sealed, executed or 
affixed; or 


(B) Who without lawful authority, dishonestly or fraudulently, by cancellation 
or otherwise, alters a document or an electronic record in any material part thereof, 
after it has been made, executed or affixed with electronic signature either by himself or 
by any other person, whether such person be living or dead at the time of such 
alteration; or 


(C) Who dishonestly or fraudulently causes any person to sign, seal, execute or 
alter a document or an electronic record or to affix his electronic signature on any 
electronic record knowing that such person by reason of unsoundness of mind or 
intoxication cannot, or that by reason of deception practised upon him, he does not 
know the contents of the document or electronic record or the nature of the alteration. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Ahas a letter of credit upon B for rupees 10,000, written by Z. A, in order to defraud 
B, adds cipher to the 10,000, and makes the sum 1,00,000 intending that it may be believed by 
B that Z so wrote the letter. A has committed forgery. 


(b) A, without Z’s authority, affixes Z’s seal to a document purporting to be a conveyance 
ofan estate from Z to A, with the intention of selling the estate to B and thereby of obtaining 
from B the purchase-money. A has committed forgery. 


(c) A picks up a cheque on a banker signed by B, payable to bearer, but without any 
sum having been inserted in the cheque. A fraudulently fills up the cheque by inserting the 
sum of ten thousand rupees. A commits forgery. 


(d) A leaves with B, his agent, a cheque on a banker, signed by A, without inserting the 
sum payable and authorises B to fill up the cheque by inserting a sum not exceeding ten 
thousand rupees for the purpose of making certain payments. B fraudulently fills up the 
cheque by inserting the sum of twenty thousand rupees. B commits forgery. 


(e) A draws a bill of exchange on himself in the name of B without B’s authority, 
intending to discount it as a genuine bill with a banker and intending to take up the bill on its 
maturity. Here, as A draws the bill with intent to deceive the banker by leading him to 
suppose that he had the security of B, and thereby to discount the bill, A is guilty of forgery. 


(f) Z’s will contains these words—“I direct that all my remaining property be equally 
divided between A, B and C”. A dishonestly scratches out B’s name, intending that it may be 
believed that the whole was left to himself and C. A has committed forgery. 


(g) Aendorses a Government promissory note and makes it payable to Z or his order 
by writing on the bill the words “Pay to Z or his order” and signing the endorsement. B 
dishonestly erases the words “Pay to Z or his order”, and thereby converts the special 
endorsement into a blank endorsement. B commits forgery. 


(h) Asells and conveys an estate to Z. A afterwards, in order to defraud Z of his estate, 
executes a conveyance of the same estate to B, dated six months earlier than the date of the 
conveyance to Z, intending it to be believed that he had conveyed the estate to B before he 
conveyed it to Z. A has committed forgery. 


(i) Z dictates his will to A. A intentionally writes down a different legatee from the 
legatee named by Z, and by representing to Z that he has prepared the will according to his 
instructions, induces Z to sign the will. A has committed forgery. 


(j) Awrites a letter and signs it with B’s name without B’s authority, certifying that A is 
a man of good character and in distressed circumstances from unforeseen misfortune, 
intending by means of such letter to obtain alms from Z and other persons. Here, as A made 
a false document in order to induce Z to part with property, A has committed forgery. 


Forgery. 
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(k) A without B’s authority writes a letter and signs it in B’s name certifying to A’s 
character, intending thereby to obtain employment under Z. A has committed forgery in as 
much as he intended to deceive Z by the forged certificate, and thereby to induce Z to enter 
into an express or implied contract for service. 


Explanation 1.—A man’s signature of his own name may amount to forgery. 
Illustrations. 


(a) A signs his own name to a bill of exchange, intending that it may be believed that 
the bill was drawn by another person of the same name. A has committed forgery. 


(b) A writes the word “accepted” on a piece of paper and signs it with Z’s name, in 
order that B may afterwards write on the paper a bill of exchange drawn by B upon Z, and 
negotiate the bill as though it had been accepted by Z. A is guilty of forgery; and if B, 
knowing the fact, draws the bill upon the paper pursuant to A’s intention, B is also guilty of 
forgery. 


(c) Apicks up a bill of exchange payable to the order of a different person of the same 
name. A endorses the bill in his own name, intending to cause it to be believed that it was 
endorsed by the person to whose order it was payable; here A has committed forgery. 


(d) A purchases an estate sold under execution of a decree against B. B, after the 
seizure of the estate, in collusion with Z, executes a lease of the estate, to Z at a nominal rent 
and for a long period and dates the lease six months prior to the seizure, with intent to 
defraud A, and to cause it to be believed that the lease was granted before the seizure. B, 
though he executes the lease in his own name, commits forgery by antedating it. 


(e) A, a trader, in anticipation of insolvency, lodges effects with B for A’s benefit, and 
with intent to defraud his creditors; and in order to give a colour to the transaction, writes a 
promissory note binding himself to pay to B a sum for value received, and antedates the 
note, intending that it may be believed to have been made before A was on the point of 
insolvency. A has committed forgery under the first head of the definition. 


Explanation 2.—The making of a false document in the name of a fictitious person, 
intending it to be believed that the document was made by a real person, or in the name of a 
deceased person, intending it to be believed that the document was made by the person in 
his lifetime, may amount to forgery. 


Illustration. 


A draws a bill of exchange upon a fictitious person, and fraudulently accepts the bill in 
the name of such fictitious person with intent to negotiate it. A commits forgery. 


Explanation 3.—For the purposes of this section, the expression “affixing electronic 
signature” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (d) of sub-section (1) of section 2 
of the Information Technology Act, 2000. 


336. (1) Whoever makes any false document or false electronic record or part of a 
document or electronic record, with intent to cause damage or injury, to the public or to any 
person, or to support any claim or title, or to cause any person to part with property, or to 
enter into any express or implied contract, or with intent to commit fraud or that fraud may be 
committed, commits forgery. 


(2) Whoever commits forgery shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for aterm which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits forgery, intending that the document or electronic record forged 
shall be used for the purpose of cheating, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


21 of 2000. 


21 of 2000. 
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(4) Whoever commits forgery, intending that the document or electronic record forged 
shall harm the reputation of any party, or knowing that it is likely to be used for that purpose, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


337. Whoever forges a document or an electronic record, purporting to be a record or 
proceeding of or in a Court or an identity document issued by Government including voter 
identity card or Aadhaar Card, or a register of birth, marriage or burial, or a register kept by 
a public servant as such, or a certificate or document purporting to be made by a public 
servant in his official capacity, or an authority to institute or defend a suit, or to take any 
proceedings therein, or to confess judgment, or a power of attorney, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—F or the purposes of this section, “register” includes any list, data or 
record of any entries maintained in the electronic form as defined in clause (r) of sub-section (1) 
of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000. 


338. Whoever forges a document which purports to be a valuable security or a will, or 
an authority to adopt a son, or which purports to give authority to any person to make or 
transfer any valuable security, or to receive the principal, interest or dividends thereon, or to 
receive or deliver any money, movable property, or valuable security, or any document 
purporting to be an acquittance or receipt acknowledging the payment of money, or an 
acquittance or receipt for the delivery of any movable property or valuable security, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


339. Whoever has in his possession any document or electronic record, knowing the 
same to be forged and intending that the same shall fraudulently or dishonestly be used as 
genuine, shall, if the document or electronic record is one of the description mentioned in 
section 337 of this Sanhita, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if the document is one 
of the description mentioned in section 338, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of either description, for a term which may extend to seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


340. (1) A false document or electronic record made wholly or in part by forgery is 
designated a forged document or electronic record. 


(2) Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as genuine any document or electronic 
record which he knows or has reason to believe to be a forged document or electronic record, 
shall be punished in the same manner as if he had forged such document or electronic record. 


341. (1) Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other instrument for making 
an impression, intending that the same shall be used for the purpose of committing any 
forgery which would be punishable under section 338 of this Sanhita, or, with such intent, 
has in his possession any such seal, plate or other instrument, knowing the same to be 
counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other instrument for making an 
impression, intending that the same shall be used for the purpose of committing any forgery 
which would be punishable under any section of this Chapter other than section 338, or, with 
such intent, has in his possession any such seal, plate or other instrument, knowing the 
same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever possesses any seal, plate or other instrument knowing the same to be 
counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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(4) Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as genuine any seal, plate or other 
instrument knowing or having reason to believe the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished 
in the same manner as if he had made or counterfeited such seal, plate or other instrument. 


342. (1) Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any material, any device 
or mark used for the purpose of authenticating any document described in section 338, 
intending that such device or mark shall be used for the purpose of giving the appearance of 
authenticity to any document then forged or thereafter to be forged on such material, or who, 
with such intent, has in his possession any material upon or in the substance of which any 
such device or mark has been counterfeited, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any material, any device or 
mark used for the purpose of authenticating any document or electronic record other than 
the documents described in section 338, intending that such device or mark shall be used for 
the purpose of giving the appearance of authenticity to any document then forged or 
thereafter to be forged on such material, or who with such intent, has in his possession any 
material upon or in the substance of which any such device or mark has been counterfeited, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


343. Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent to cause damage or injury to 
the public or to any person, cancels, destroys or defaces, or attempts to cancel, destroy or 
deface, or secretes or attempts to secrete any document which is or purports to be a will, or 
an authority to adopt a son, or any valuable security, or commits mischief in respect of such 
document, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


344. Whoever, being a clerk, officer or servant, or employed or acting in the capacity 
of a clerk, officer or servant, wilfully, and with intent to defraud, destroys, alters, mutilates or 
falsifies any book, electronic record, paper, writing, valuable security or account which 
belongs to or is in the possession of his employer, or has been received by him for or on 
behalf of his employer, or wilfully, and with intent to defraud, makes or abets the making of 
any false entry in, or omits or alters or abets the omission or alteration of any material 
particular from or in, any such book, electronic record, paper, writing, valuable security or 
account, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—It shall be sufficient in any charge under this section to allege a general 
intent to defraud without naming any particular person intended to be defrauded or specifying 
any particular sum of money intended to be the subject of the fraud, or any particular day on 
which the offence was committed. 


Of property marks 


345. (1) Amark used for denoting that movable property belongs to a particular person 
is called a property mark. 


(2) Whoever marks any movable property or goods or any case, package or other 
receptacle containing movable property or goods, or uses any case, package or other 
receptacle having any mark thereon, in a manner reasonably calculated to cause it to be 
believed that the property or goods so marked, or any property or goods contained in any 
such receptacle so marked, belong to a person to whom they do not belong, is said to use a 
false property mark. 


(3) Whoever uses any false property mark shall, unless he proves that he acted without 
intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 
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346. Whoever removes, destroys, defaces or adds to any property mark, intending or 
knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause injury to any person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 


347. (1) Whoever counterfeits any property mark used by any other person shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever counterfeits any property mark used by a public servant, or any mark 
used by a public servant to denote that any property has been manufactured by a particular 
person or at a particular time or place, or that the property is of a particular quality or has 
passed through a particular office, or that it is entitled to any exemption, or uses as genuine 
any such mark knowing the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


348. Whoever makes or has in his possession any die, plate or other instrument for the 
purpose of counterfeiting a property mark, or has in his possession a property mark for the 
purpose of denoting that any goods belong to a person to whom they do not belong, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


349. Whoever sells, or exposes, or has in possession for sale, any goods or things 
with a counterfeit property mark affixed to or impressed upon the same or to or upon any 
case, package or other receptacle in which such goods are contained, shall, unless he proves— 


(a) that, having taken all reasonable precautions against committing an offence 
against this section, he had at the time of the commission of the alleged offence no 
reason to suspect the genuineness of the mark; and 


(b) that, on demand made by or on behalf of the prosecutor, he gave all the 
information in his power with respect to the persons from whom he obtained such 
goods or things; or 


(c) that otherwise he had acted innocently, 


be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, 
or with fine, or with both. 


350. (1) Whoever makes any false mark upon any case, package or other receptacle 
containing goods, in a manner reasonably calculated to cause any public servant or any 
other person to believe that such receptacle contains goods which it does not contain or that 
it does not contain goods which it does contain, or that the goods contained in such 
receptacle are of a nature or quality different from the real nature or quality thereof, shall, 
unless he proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever makes use of any false mark in any manner prohibited under sub-section (1) 
shall, unless he proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished as if he had 
committed the offence under sub-section (1). 


CHAPTER XIX 
OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULT, ANNOYANCE, DEFAMATION, ETC. 


351. (1) Whoever threatens another by any means, with any injury to his person, 
reputation or property, or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person is 
interested, with intent to cause alarm to that person, or to cause that person to do any act 
which he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do any act which that person is legally 
entitled to do, as the means of avoiding the execution of such threat, commits criminal 
intimidation. 
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Explanation.—A threat to injure the reputation of any deceased person in whom the 
person threatened is interested, is within this section. 


Illustration. 


A, for the purpose of inducing B to resist from prosecuting a civil suit, threatens to 
burn B’s house. A is guilty of criminal intimidation. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


(3) Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation by threatening to cause 
death or grievous hurt, or to cause the destruction of any property by fire, or to cause an 
offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to seven years, or to impute unchastity to a woman, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


(4) Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation by an anonymous 
communication, or having taken precaution to conceal the name or abode of the person from 
whom the threat comes, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, in addition to the punishment provided for the offence under 
sub-section (1). 


352. Whoever intentionally insults in any manner, and thereby gives provocation to 
any person, intending or knowing it to be likely that such provocation will cause him to break 
the public peace, or to commit any other offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


353. (1) Whoever makes, publishes or circulates any statement, false information, 
rumour, or report, including through electronic means— 


(a) with intent to cause, or which is likely to cause, any officer, soldier, sailor or 
airman in the Army, Navy or Air Force of India to mutiny or otherwise disregard or fail 
in his duty as such; or 


(b) with intent to cause, or which is likely to cause, fear or alarm to the public, or 
to any section of the public whereby any person may be induced to commit an offence 
against the State or against the public tranquillity; or 


(c) with intent to incite, or which is likely to incite, any class or community of 
persons to commit any offence against any other class or community, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(2) Whoever makes, publishes or circulates any statement or report containing false 
information, rumour or alarming news, including through electronic means, with intent to 
create or promote, or which is likely to create or promote, on grounds of religion, race, place 
of birth, residence, language, caste or community or any other ground whatsoever, feelings 
of enmity, hatred or ill will between different religious, racial, language or regional groups or 
castes or communities, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (2) in any place of worship 
or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 
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Exception.—It does not amount to an offence, within the meaning of this section, 
when the person making, publishing or circulating any such statement, false information, 
rumour or report, has reasonable grounds for believing that such statement, false information, 
rumour or report is true and makes, publishes or circulates it in good faith and without any 
such intent as aforesaid. 


354. Whoever voluntarily causes or attempts to cause any person to do anything 
which that person is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do anything which he is legally 
entitled to do, by inducing or attempting to induce that person to believe that he or any 
person in whom he is interested will become or will be rendered by some act of the offender 
an object of Divine displeasure if he does not do the thing which it is the object of the 
offender to cause him to do, or if he does the thing which it is the object of the offender to 
cause him to omit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A sits dharna at Z’s door with the intention of causing it to be believed that, by so 
sitting, he renders Z an object of Divine displeasure. A has committed the offence defined in 
this section. 


(b) A threatens Z that, unless Z performs a certain act, A will kill one of A’s own 
children, under such circumstances that the killing would be believed to render Z an object 
of Divine displeasure. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


355. Whoever, in a state of intoxication, appears in any public place, or in any place 
which it is a trespass in him to enter, and there conducts himself in such a manner as to cause 
annoyance to any person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to twenty-four hours, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with 
both or with community service. 


Of defamation 


356. (1) Whoever, by words either spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by 
visible representations, makes or publishes in any manner, any imputation concerning any 
person intending to harm, or knowing or having reason to believe that such imputation will 
harm, the reputation of such person, is said, except in the cases hereinafter excepted, to 
defame that person. 


Explanation 1.—It may amount to defamation to impute anything to a deceased person, 
if the imputation would harm the reputation of that person if living, and is intended to be 
hurtful to the feelings of his family or other near relatives. 


Explanation 2.—It may amount to defamation to make an imputation concerning a 
company or an association or collection of persons as such. 


Explanation 3.—An imputation in the form of an alternative or expressed ironically, 
may amount to defamation. 


Explanation 4.—No imputation is said to harm a person’s reputation, unless that 
imputation directly or indirectly, in the estimation of others, lowers the moral or intellectual 
character of that person, or lowers the character of that person in respect of his caste or of his 
calling, or lowers the credit of that person, or causes it to be believed that the body of that 
person is in a loathsome state, or in a state generally considered as disgraceful. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Asays— “Z is an honest man; he never stole B’s watch”; intending to cause it to 
be believed that Z did steal B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls within one of the 
exceptions. 


(b) A is asked who stole B’s watch. A points to Z, intending to cause it to be believed 
that Z stole B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls within one of the exceptions. 
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(c) Adraws a picture of Z running away with B’s watch, intending it to be believed that 
Z stole B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls within one of the exceptions. 


Exception 1.—It is not defamation to impute anything which is true concerning any 
person, if it be for the public good that the imputation should be made or published. Whether 
or not it is for the public good is a question of fact. 


Exception 2.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any opinion whatever 
respecting the conduct of a public servant in the discharge of his public functions, or 
respecting his character, so far as his character appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Exception 3.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any opinion whatever 
respecting the conduct of any person touching any public question, and respecting his 
character, so far as his character appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Illustration. 


It is not defamation in A to express in good faith any opinion whatever respecting Z’s 
conduct in petitioning Government on a public question, in signing a requisition for a meeting 
on a public question, in presiding or attending at such meeting, in forming or joining any 
society which invites the public support, in voting or canvassing for a particular candidate 
for any situation in the efficient discharge of the duties of which the public is interested. 


Exception 4.—It is not defamation to publish substantially true report of the 
proceedings of a Court, or of the result of any such proceedings. 


Explanation.—A Magistrate or other officer holding an inquiry in open Court 
preliminary to a trial in a Court, is a Court within the meaning of the above section. 


Exception 5.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any opinion whatever 
respecting the merits of any case, civil or criminal, which has been decided by a Court, or 
respecting the conduct of any person as a party, witness or agent, in any such case, or 
respecting the character of such person, as far as his character appears in that conduct, and 
no further. 


Illustrations. 


G 


(a) A says—‘I think Z’s evidence on that trial is so contradictory that he must be 
stupid or dishonest”. A is within this exception if he says this in good faith, in as much as the 
opinion which he expresses respects Z’s character as it appears in Z’s conduct as a witness, 
and no further. 


(b) But if Asays—‘“TI do not believe what Z asserted at that trial because I know him to 
be a man without veracity”; A is not within this exception, in as much as the opinion which 
expresses of Z’s character, is an opinion not founded on Z’s conduct as a witness. 


Exception 6.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any opinion respecting the 
merits of any performance which its author has submitted to the judgment of the public, or 
respecting the character of the author so far as his character appears in such performance, 
and no further. 


Explanation.—A performance may be submitted to the judgment of the public expressly 
or by acts on the part of the author which imply such submission to the judgment of the 
public. 


Illustrations. 
(a) A person who publishes a book, submits that book to the judgment of the public. 


(b) Aperson who makes a speech in public, submits that speech to the judgment of the 
public. 


(c) An actor or singer who appears on a public stage, submits his acting or singing to 
the judgment of the public. 
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(d) A says of a book published by Z—“Z’s book is foolish; Z must be a weak man. Z’s 
book is indecent; Z must be a man of impure mind”. Ais within the exception, ifhe says this 
in good faith, in as much as the opinion which he expresses of Z respects Z’s character only 
so far as it appears in Z’s book, and no further. 


(e) But if A says “I am not surprised that Z’s book is foolish and indecent, for he is a 
weak man and a libertine”. A is not within this exception, in as much as the opinion which 
he expresses of Z’s character is an opinion not founded on Z’s book. 


Exception 7.—It is not defamation in a person having over another any authority, 
either conferred by law or arising out of a lawful contract made with that other, to pass in 
good faith any censure on the conduct of that other in matters to which such lawful authority 
relates. 


Illustration. 


A Judge censuring in good faith the conduct of a witness, or of an officer of the Court; 
a head of a department censuring in good faith those who are under his orders, a parent 
censuring in good faith a child in the presence of other children; a school master, whose 
authority is derived from a parent, censuring in good faith a pupil in the presence of other 
pupils; a master censuring a servant in good faith for remissness in service; a banker censuring 
in good faith the cashier of his bank for the conduct of such cashier as such cashier are 
within this exception. 


Exception 8.—It is not defamation to prefer in good faith an accusation against any 
person to any of those who have lawful authority over that person with respect to the 
subject-matter of accusation. 


Illustration. 


If A in good faith accuses Z before a Magistrate; if A in good faith complains of the 
conduct of Z, a servant, to Z’s master; if A in good faith complains of the conduct of Z, a 
child, to Z’s father, A is within this exception. 


Exception 9.— It is not defamation to make an imputation on the character of another 
provided that the imputation be made in good faith for the protection of the interests of the 
person making it, or of any other person, or for the public good. 


Illustrations. 


G 


(a) A, a shopkeeper, says to B, who manages his business—‘‘Sell nothing to Z unless 
he pays you ready money, for I have no opinion of his honesty’. A is within the exception, 
if he has made this imputation on Z in good faith for the protection of his own interests. 


(b) A, a Magistrate, in making a report to his own superior officer, casts an imputation 
on the character of Z. Here, if the imputation is made in good faith, and for the public good, 
A is within the exception. 


Exception 10.— It is not defamation to convey a caution, in good faith, to one person 
against another, provided that such caution be intended for the good of the person to whom 
it is conveyed, or of some person in whom that person is interested, or for the public good. 


(2) Whoever defames another shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both, or with community service. 


(3) Whoever prints or engraves any matter, knowing or having good reason to believe 
that such matter is defamatory of any person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever sells or offers for sale any printed or engraved substance containing 
defamatory matter, knowing that it contains such matter, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Breach of 
contract to 
attend on and 
supply wants 
of helpless 
person. 


Repeal and 
savings. 
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Of breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless person 


357. Whoever, being bound by a lawful contract to attend on or to supply the wants 
of any person who, by reason of youth, or of unsoundness of mind, or of a disease or bodily 
weakness, is helpless or incapable of providing for his own safety or of supplying his own 
wants, voluntarily omits so to do, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER XX 
REPEAL AND SAVINGS 
358. (/) The Indian Penal Code is hereby repealed. 


(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Code referred to in sub-section (/), it shall not 
affect,— 


(a) the previous operation of the Code so repealed or anything duly done or 
suffered thereunder; or 


(b) any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, accrued or incurred 
under the Code so repealed; or 


(c) any penalty, or punishment incurred in respect of any offences committed 
against the Code so repealed; or 


(d) any investigation or remedy in respect of any such penalty, or punishment; or 


(e) any proceeding, investigation or remedy in respect of any such penalty or 
punishment as aforesaid, and any such proceeding or remedy may be instituted, 
continued or enforced, and any such penalty may be imposed as if that Code had not 
been repealed. 


(3) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken under the said 
Code shall be deemed to have been done or taken under the corresponding provisions of 
this Sanhita. 


(4) The mention of particular matters in sub-section (2) shall not be held to prejudice or 
affect the general application of section 6 of the General Clauses Act,1897 with regard to the 
effect of the repeal. 
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Joint Secretary & Legislative Counsel to the Govt. of India. 
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CHAPTER I —- INTRODUCTION 


CHAPTER I —- PRELIMINARY 


1. Title and extent of operation of 
the Code. 


1. Short title, commencement and 
application. 


1(1) 
New Sub-Section 1(2) 
2. Punishment of offences committed | 1(3) 
within India. 
3. Punishment of offences committed | 1(4) 
beyond, but which by law may be 
tried within, India. 
4. Extension of Code to extra-| 1(5) 
territorial offences. 
5. Certain laws not to be affected by | 1(6) 


this Act. 


3. General explanations 


6. Definitions in the Code to be 

understood subject to exceptions. 3(1) 

7. Sense of expression’ once | 3(2) 

explained. 

8. Gender. 2(10) ‘gender’ (Change) 
9. Number. 2(22) ‘number’ 


10. “Man”. “Woman”. 


2(19) ‘man’ 


10. “Man”. “Woman”. 


2(35) ‘woman’ 


11. “Person”. 


2(26) ‘person’ 


12.."Public”. 


2(27) ‘public’ 


14- “Servant of Government”. 
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17. “Government”. 
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2(12) ‘Government’ 


18. “India”. 


Deleted 


19. “Judge”. 


2(16) ‘Judge’ 


20. “Court of Justice”. 


2(5) ‘Court’ 


21. “Public servant”. 


2(28) ‘public servant’ 


22. “Movable property” 


23. “Wrongful gain”. 


2(21) ‘movable 


(Change) 


property’ 


2(36) ‘wrongful gain’ 


23. “Wrongful loss”. 


2(37) ‘wrongful loss’ 


23. “gaining wrongfully’ and ‘losing 
wrongfully”. 


2(38) ‘gaining wrongfully’ and ‘losing 
wrongfully’ 


New Sub-Section 


2(39) 


24. “Dishonestly”. 


2(7) ‘dishonestly’ 


25. “Fraudulently” 


2(9) ‘fraudulently’ 


26. “Reason to believe” 


2(29) ‘reason to believe’ 


27. Property in possession of wife, 
clerk or servant. 


3(3) 


28. “Counterfeit”. 


2(4) ‘counterfeit’ 


29. “Document”. 


2(8) ‘document’ (Change) 


29A. “Electronic record”. 


Deleted 


30. “Valuable security”. 


31. “A will” 


2(31) ‘valuable security’ 


2(34) ‘will’ 


32. Words referring to acts include 
illegal omissions. 


3(4) 


33. “Act”. “Omission” 


2(1) ‘act’ 
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33. “Act”. “Omission” 
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2(25) ‘omission’ 


34. Acts done by several persons in| 3(5) 
furtherance of common intention. 

35. When such an act is criminal by | 3(6) 
reason of its being done with a 
criminal knowledge or intention. 

36. Effect caused partly by act and) 3(7) 
partly by omission. 

37. Co-operation by doing one of) 3(8) 
several acts constituting an offence. 

38. Persons concerned in criminal act | 3(9) 


may be guilty of different offences. 


2. Definitions. (Change) 


39. “Voluntarily”. 


2(33) ‘voluntarily’ 


40. “Offence”. 


2(24) ‘offence’ 


41. “Special law”. 


2(30) ‘special law’ 


42. “Local law”. 


2(18) ‘local law’ 


43. “Illegal”. “Legally bound to do”. 


2(15) ‘illegal’and “legally bound to 
do”. 


44. “Injury”. 2(14) ‘injury’ 
45. “Life”. 2(17) ‘life’ 
46. “Death”. 2(6) ‘death’ 
47. “Animal”. 2(2) ‘animal’ 


New Sub-Section 


2(3) ‘child’ 


48. “Vessel”. 


49. “Year”. “Month”. 


2(32) ‘vessel’ 


2(20) ‘month’ and ‘year’ 
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50. “Section”. 
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51. “Oath”. 


2(23) ‘oath’ 


52. “Good faith” 


2(11) ‘good faith’ 


52A. “Harbour”. 


2(13) ‘harbour’ 


CHAPTER III - OF PUNISHMENTS 


CHAPTER II — OF PUNISHMENTS 


53. Punishments. 


53A. Construction of reference to 
transportation. 


4. Punishments. (Change) 


Deleted 


54. Commutation of sentence of 
death. 


55. Commutation of sentence of 
imprisonment for life. 


5. Commutation of sentence. 


57. Fractions of terms of 


punishment. 


6. Fractions of terms of punishment. 


60. Sentence may be (in certain 
cases of imprisonment) wholly or 
partly rigorous or simple. 


7. Sentence may be (in certain cases 
of imprisonment) wholly or partly 
rigorous or simple. 


63. Amount of fine 


8. Amount of fine, liability in 
default of payment of fine, etc. 
(Change) 


8(1) 
64. Sentence of imprisonment for | 8(2) 
non-payment of fine. 
65. Limit to imprisonment for non- | 8(3) 
payment of fine, when imprisonment 
and fine awardable. 
66. Description of imprisonment for | 8(4) 


non-payment of fine. 
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67. Imprisonment for non-payment | 8(5) 
of fine, when offence punishable with 

fine only. 

68. Imprisonment to terminate on | 8(6)(a) 
payment of fine. 

69. Termination of imprisonment on | 8(6)(b) 
payment of proportional part of fine. 

70. Fine leviable within six years, of | 8(7) 


during imprisonment. Death not to 
discharge property from liability. 


71. Limit of punishment of offence 
made up of several offences. 


9. Limit of punishment of offence 
made up of several offences. 


72. Punishment of person guilty of 
one of several offences, the 
judgment stating that it is doubtful 
of which. 


73. Solitary confinement. 


10. Punishment of person guilty of 
one of several offences, judgment 
stating that it is doubtful of which. 


11. Solitary confinement. 


74. Limit of solitary confinement. 


12. Limit of solitary confinement. 


75. Enhanced punishment for certain 


13. Enhanced punishment for certain 


offences under Chapter XII _ or| offences after previous conviction. 
Chapter XVII after previous 

conviction. 

CHAPTER IV CHAPTER III 


GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


76. Act done by a person bound, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself 
bound, by law. 


14. Act done by a person bound, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself 
bound, by law. 


77. Act 
judicially. 


of Judge when _ acting 


15. Act 
judicially. 


of Judge when acting 
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78. Act done pursuant to the 


judgment or order of Court. 


Bnaratiya Nyaya Sannita, ZUZ5 


16. Act done pursuant to judgment 
or order of Court. 


79. Act done by a person justified, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself, 
justified, by law. 


17. Act done by a person justified, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself 
justified, by law. 


80. Accident in doing a lawful act. 


18. Accident in doing a lawful act. 


81. Act likely to cause harm, but 
done without criminal intent, and to 
prevent other harm. 


19. Act likely to cause harm, but 
done without criminal intent, and to 
prevent other harm. 


82. Act of a child under seven years 
of age. 


20. Act of a child under seven years 
of age. 


83. Act of a child above seven and 
under twelve of immature 
understanding. 


84. Act of a person of unsound mind. 


21. Act of a child above seven and 
under twelve years of age _ of 
immature understanding. 


22. Act of a person of unsound mind. 


85. Act of a person incapable of 
judgment by reason of intoxication 
caused against his will. 


23. Act of a person incapable of 
judgment by reason of intoxication 
caused against his will. 


86. Offence requiring a _ particular 
intent or knowledge committed by 
one who is intoxicated. 


24. Offence requiring a_ particular 
intent or knowledge committed by 
one who is intoxicated. 


87. Act not intended and not known 
to be likely to cause death or 
grievous hurt, done by consent. 


25. Act not intended and not known 
to be likely to cause death or 
grievous hurt, done by consent. 


88. Act not intended to cause death, 
done by consent in good faith for 
person's benefit. 


26. Act not intended to cause death, 
done by consent in good faith for 
person’s benefit. 


89. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of child or insane person, by or by 
consent of guardian. 


27. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of child or person of unsound mind, 
by or by consent of guardian. 
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90. Consent known to be_ given 
under fear or misconception. 
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28. Consent known to be_ given 
under fear or misconception. 


91. Exclusion of acts which are 
offences independently of harm 
caused. 


29. Exclusion of acts which are 
offences independently of harm 
caused. 


92. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of a person without consent. 


30. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of a person without consent. 


93. Communication made in good} 31. Communication made in good 
faith. faith. 
94. Act to which a _ person is| 32. Act to which a _ person is 


compelled by threats. 


compelled by threats. 


95. Act causing slight harm. 


Of the Right of Private Defence 


33. Act causing slight harm. 


Of right of private defence 


96. Things done in private defence. 


34. Things done in private defence. 


97. Right of private defence of the 
body and of property. 


35. Right of private defence of body 
and of property. 


98. Right of private defence against 
the act of a person of unsound mind, 
etc. 


36. Right of private defence against 
act of a person of unsound mind, etc. 


99. Acts against which there is no 
right of private defence. 


37. Acts against which there is no 
right of private defence. 


100. When the right of private 
defence of the body extends to 
causing death. 


38. When right of private defence of 
body extends to causing death. 


101. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


39. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


12. Commencement and 
continuance of the right of private 
defence of the body. 


40. Commencement and continuance 
of right of private defence of body. 
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103. When the right of private 
defence of property extends. to 
causing death. 
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41. When right of private defence of 
property extends to causing death. 


104. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


42. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


105. Commencement and 
continuance of the right of private 
defence of property. 


43. Commencement and continuance 
of right of private defence of 
property. 


106. Right of private defence against 
deadly assault when there is risk of 
harm to innocent person. 


44. Right of private defence against 
deadly assault when there is risk of 
harm to innocent person. 


CHAPTER V 


OF ABETMENT 


CHAPTER IV 


OF ABETMENT, CRIMINAL 
CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT 


Of abetment 


107. Abetment of a thing. 


108. Abettor. 


45. Abetment of a thing. 


46. Abettor. 


108A. Abetment in India of offences 
outside India. 


47. Abetment in India of offences 
outside India. 


New Section 


48. Abetment outside India for 
offence in India. 


109. Punishment of abetment if the 
act abetted is committed in 
consequence and where no express 
provision is made for its punishment. 


49. Punishment of abetment if act 
abetted is committed in consequence 
and where no express provision is 
made for its punishment. 


110. 
person 
different 
abettor. 


Punishment of abetment if 
abetted does act with 
intention from that of 


50. Punishment of abetment _ if 


person abetted does act’ with 
different intention from that of 
abettor. 
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111. Liability of abettor when one act 
abetted and different act done. 
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51. Liability of abettor when one act 
abetted and different act done. 


112. Abettor when 
cumulative punishment 
abetted and for act done. 


liable to 
for act 


52. Abettor when liable to cumulative 
punishment for act abetted and for 
act done. 


113. Liability of abettor for an effect 
caused by the act abetted different 
from that intended by the abettor. 


53. Liability of abettor for an effect 
caused by act abetted different from 
that intended by abettor. 


114. Abettor present when offence is 
committed. 


54. Abettor present when offence is 
committed. 


115. Abetment of offence punishable 
with death or imprisonment for life.— 
if offence not committed. 


55. Abetment of offence punishable 
with death or imprisonment for life. 


116. Abetment of offence punishable 
with imprisonment—if offence be not 
committed. 


117. Abetting commission of offence 
by the public or by more than ten 
persons. 


56. Abetment of offence punishable 
with imprisonment. 


57. Abetting commission of 
offence by public or by more than 
ten persons. (Change) 


118. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life. 


58. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life. 


119. Public servant concealing design 
to commit offence which it is his duty 
to prevent. 


59. Public servant concealing design 
to commit offence which it is his duty 
to prevent. 


120. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 


60. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 


CHAPTER VA 


CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY 


Of criminal conspiracy 
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61. Criminal conspiracy. 


120A. Definition of criminal 

conspiracy. 61(1) 

1206. Punishment of — criminal | 61(2) 
conspiracy. 

CHAPTER VI CHAPTER VII 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE 
STATE 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE 
STATE 


121. Waging, or attempting to wage 
war, or abetting waging of war, 
against the Government of India. 


147. Waging, or attempting to wage 
war, or abetting waging of war, 
against Government of India. 


121A. Conspiracy to commit offences 
punishable by section 121. 


148. Conspiracy to commit offences 
punishable by section 147. 


122. Collecting arms, etc., with 
intention of waging war against the 
Government of India. 


123. Concealing with intent to 
facilitate design to wage war. 


149. Collecting arms, etc., with 
intention of waging war against 
Government of India. 

150. Concealing with intent to 


facilitate design to wage war. 


124. Assaulting President, Governor, 
etc., with intent to compel or restrain 
the exercise of any lawful power. 


151. Assaulting President, Governor, 
etc., with intent to compel or restrain 
exercise of any lawful power. 


124A. Sedition 


Deleted 


New Section 


152. Acts endangering 
sovereignty, unity and integrity 
of India. 


125. Waging war against any Asiatic 
Power in alliance with the 
Government of India. 


153. Waging war against 
Government of any foreign State at 
peace with Government of India. 


126. Committing depredation on 
territories of Power at peace with the 
Government of India. 


154. Committing depredation on 
territories of foreign State at peace 
with Government of India. 
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127. Receiving property taken by 
war or depredation mentioned in 
sections 125 and 126. 
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155. Receiving property taken by 
war or depredation mentioned in 
sections 153 and 154. 


128. Public servant voluntarily 
allowing prisoner of state or war to 
escape. 


156. Public servant voluntarily 
allowing prisoner of State or war to 
escape. 


129. Public servant negligently 
suffering such prisoner to escape. 


157. Public servant negligently 
suffering such prisoner to escape. 


130. Aiding escape of, rescuing or 
harbouring such prisoner. 


158. Aiding escape of, rescuing or 
harbouring such prisoner. 


CHAPTER VII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE 
ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE 


CHAPTER VIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE 
ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE 


131. Abetting mutiny, or attempting 
to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman 
from his duty. 


132. Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is 
committed in consequence thereof. 


159. Abetting mutiny, or attempting 
to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman 
from his duty. 


160. Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is 
committed in consequence thereof. 


133. Abetment of assault by soldier, 
sailor or airman on _ his’ superior 
officer, when in execution of his 
office. 


161. Abetment of assault by soldier, 
sailor or airman on _ his’ superior 
officer, when in execution of his 
office. 


134. Abetment of such assault, if the 
assault committed. 


162. Abetment of such assault, if 
assault committed. 


135. Abetment of desertion § of 
soldier, sailor or airman. 


163. Abetment of desertion § of 
soldier, sailor or airman. 


136. Harbouring deserter. 


164. Harbouring deserter. 


137. Deserter concealed on board 
merchant vessel through negligence 
of master. 


165. Deserter concealed’ on 
board merchant vessel through 
negligence of master. (Change) 
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138. Abetment of act of insubordination 
by soldier, sailor or airman. 
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166. Abetment of act of 
insubordination by soldier, sailor or 
airman. (Change) 


139. Persons subject to certain Acts. 


167. Persons subject to certain Acts. 


140. Wearing garb or carrying token 
used by soldier, sailor or airman. 


168. Wearing garb or carrying 
token used by soldier, sailor or 
airman. (Change) 


CHAPTER VIII 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE 
PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


CHAPTER XI 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST. THE 
PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


141. Unlawful assembly. 


189. Unlawful assembly. 


189 (1) 
143. Punishment. 189 (2) 
144. Joining unlawful assembly | 189 (4) 
armed with deadly weapon. 
145. Joining or continuing in unlawful | 189 (3) 


assembly, knowing it has been 


commanded to disperse. 


191. Rioting. (Change) 


146. Rioting. 
191 (1) 
147. Punishment for rioting. 191 (2) 
148. Rioting, armed with deadly | 191 (3) 
weapon. 
149. Every member of unlawful} 190. Every member of unlawful 


assembly guilty of offence committed 
in prosecution of common object. 


assembly guilty of offence committed 
in prosecution of common object. 


150. Hiring, or conniving at hiring, of 
persons to join unlawful assembly. 


189 (6) 
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151. Knowingly joining or continuing 
in assembly of five or more persons 
after it has been commanded to 
disperse. 
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189 (5) 


152. Assaulting or obstructing public 
servant when suppressing riot, etc. 


195. Assaulting or obstructing 
public servant when suppressing 
riot, etc. (Change) 


153. Wantonly giving provocation 
with intent to cause riot—if rioting be 
committed; if not committed. 


192. Wantonly giving provocation 
with intent to cause riot- if rioting be 
committed; if not committed. 


153A. Promoting enmity between 
different groups on_- ground of 
religion, race, place’ of _ birth, 


residence, language, etc., and doing 
acts prejudicial to maintenance of 
harmony. 


196. Promoting enmity between 
different groups on_- ground. of 
religion, race, place of _ birth, 


residence, language, etc., and doing 
acts prejudicial to maintenance of 
harmony. 


153AA. Punishment for 
knowingly carrying arms in any 
procession or organizing, or 
holding or taking part in any 
mass drill or mass training with 
arms. 
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1536, Imputations, assertions 
prejudicial to national integration. 


154. Owner or occupier of land on 
which an unlawful assembly is held. 


assertions 
national 


197. Imputations, 
prejudicial to 
integration. (Change) 


193. Liability of owner, occupier etc., 
of land on which an_- unlawful 
assembly or riot takes place. 


193(1) 


155. Liability of person for whose 
benefit riot is committed. 


193 (2) 


indian renal Code, Loou 


Bnaratiya Nyaya Sannita, ZUZ5 


156. Liability of agent of owner or| 193 (3) 
occupier for whose benefit riot is 
committed. 

157. Harbouring persons hired for an | 189 (7) 
unlawful assembly. 

158. Being hired to take part in an| 189 (8) 
unlawful assembly or riot. 

158. or to go armed. 189 (9) 


194. Affray. (Change) 


159. Affray. 
194 (1) 
160. Punishment for committing | 194 (2) 
affray. 
CHAPTER IX CHAPTER XII 


OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING 
TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING 
TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


166. Public servant disobeying law, 
with intent to cause injury to any 
person. 


198. Public servant disobeying law, 
with intent to cause injury to any 
person. 


166A. Public servant 
direction under law. 


disobeying 


199. Public servant 
direction under law. 


disobeying 


166B. Punishment for non-treatment 
of victim. 


200. Punishment for non-treatment 
of victim. 


167. Public servant framing anj| 201. Public servant framing an 
incorrect document with intent to | incorrect document with intent to 
Cause injury. Cause injury. 

168. Public servant unlawfully | 202. Public servant unlawfully 


engaging in trade. 


engaging in trade. (Change) 


169. Public servant unlawfully buying 
or bidding for property. 


203. Public servant unlawfully buying 
or bidding for property. 
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170. Personating a public servant. 


Bnaratiya Nyaya Sannita, 2ZUZ5 


204. Personating a 
servant. (Change) 


public 


171. Wearing garb or carrying token 
used by public servant’ with 
fraudulent intent. 


205. Wearing garb or carrying 
token used by public servant 
with fraudulent intent. (Change) 


CHAPTER IXA 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
ELECTIONS 


CHAPTER IX 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
ELECTIONS 


171A. “Candidate”, “Electoral right” | 169. Candidate, electoral right 
defined. defined. 

171B. Bribery. 170. Bribery. 

171C. Undue influence at elections. 171. Undue influence at elections. 
171D. Personation at elections. 172. Personation at elections. 

171E. Punishment for bribery. 173. Punishment for bribery. 

L7iFk Punishment for undue | 174. Punishment for undue influence 
influence or personation at anJ| or personation at an election. 
election. 


171G. False statement in connection 
with an election. 


175. False statement in connection 
with an election. 


171H. Illegal payments in connection | 176. Illegal payments in 

with an election. connection with an_ election. 
(Change) 

171-I. Failure to keep election| 177. Failure to keep election 

accounts. accounts. (Change) 

CHAPTER X CHAPTER XIII 


OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL 
AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC 
SERVANTS 


OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL 
AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC 
SERVANTS 
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172. Absconding to avoid service of 
summons or other proceeding. 
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206. Absconding to avoid service 
of summons or other proceeding. 
(Change) 


173. Preventing service of summons 
or other proceeding, or preventing 
publication thereof. 


207. Preventing service’ of 
summons or other proceeding, or 
preventing publication thereof. 
(Change) 


174. Non-attendance in obedience to | 208. Non-attendance in 

an order from public servant. obedience to an order from 
public servant. (Change) 

174A. Non-appearance in response | 209. Non-appearance in 


to a proclamation under section 82 
of Act 2 of 1974. 


response to a_ proclamation 
under section 84 of Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita , 2023. 
(Change) 


175. Omission to produce document 
to public servant by person legally 
bound to produce it. 


210. Omission to produce 
document or electronic record to 
public servant by person legally 
bound to produce it. (Change) 


176. Omission to give notice or 
information to public servant by 
person legally bound to give it. 


177. Furnishing false information. 


211. Omission to give notice or 
information to public servant by 
person legally bound to give it. 
(Change) 


212. Furnishing false 


information. (Change) 


178. Refusing oath or affirmation 
when duly required by public servant 
to make it. 


213. Refusing oath or affirmation 
when duly required by _ public 
servant to make it. (Change) 


179. Refusing to answer 
servant authorised to question. 


public 


214. Refusing to answer public 
servant authorised to question. 
(Change) 


180. Refusing to sign statement. 


215. Refusing to sign statement. 
(Change) 
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181. False statement on oath or 
affirmation to public servant or 
person authorised to administer an 
oath or affirmation. 
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216. False statement on oath or 
affirmation to public servant or 
person authorised to administer an 
oath or affirmation. 


182. False information, with intent to 
cause public servant to use his lawful 
power to the injury of another. 


217. False’ information, with 
intent to cause public servant to 
use his lawful power to injury of 
another person. (Change) 


183. Resistance to the taking of 
property by the lawful authority of a 
public servant. 


218. Resistance to taking of 
property by lawful authority of a 
public servant. (Change) 


184. Obstructing sale of property 
offered for sale by authority of public 
servant. 


219. Obstructing sale of property 
offered for sale by authority of 
public servant. (Change) 


185. Illegal purchase or bid for 
property offered for sale by authority 
of public servant. 


220. Illegal purchase or bid for 
property offered for sale by authority 
of public servant. 


186. Obstructing public servant in 
discharge of public functions. 


187. Omission to assist public servant 


221. Obstructing public servant 
in discharge of public functions. 
(Change) 


222. Omission to assist public 


when bound by law to- give} servant when bound by law to 
assistance. give assistance. (Change) 
188. Disobedience to order duly | 223. Disobedience to order duly 


promulgated by public servant. 


promulgated by public servant. 
(Change) 


189. Threat of 
servant. 


injury to public 


224. Threat of 
servant. 


injury to public 


190. Threat of injury to induce 
person to refrain from applying for 
protection to public servant. 


225. Threat of injury to induce 
person to refrain from applying for 
protection to public servant. 
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New Section 
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226. Attempt to commit suicide 
to compel or restraint exercise of 
lawful power 


CHAPTER XI CHAPTER XIV 

OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND | OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND 
OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC | OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC 
JUSTICE JUSTICE 

191. Giving false evidence. 227. Giving false evidence. 

192. Fabricating false evidence. 228. Fabricating false evidence. 

193. Punishment for false evidence. 229. Punishment for __ false 


evidence. (Change) 


194. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of capital offence. 


195. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of offence punishable with 
imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment. 


230. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 


conviction of capital offence. 
(Change) 
231. Giving or fabricating false 


evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of offence punishable with 
imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment. 


195A. Threatening any person to 
give false evidence. 


232. Threatening any person to give 
false evidence. 


196. Using evidence known to be 
false. 


233. Using evidence known to be 
false. 


197. Issuing or signing false} 234. Issuing or _ signing false 
certificate certificate. 
198. Using as true a certificate | 235. Using as true a certificate 


known to be false. 


known to be false. 


199. False statement made_ in 
declaration which is’ by law 
receivable as evidence. 


236. False statement made_ in 
declaration which is’ by law 
receivable as evidence. 
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200. Using as true such declaration 
knowing it to be false. 
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237. Using as true such declaration 
knowing it to be false. 


201. Causing disappearance’ of 
evidence of offence, or giving false 
information to screen offender. 


238. Causing disappearance’ of 
evidence of offence, or giving false 
information to screen offender. 


202. Intentional omission to give 
information of offence by person 
bound to inform. 


239. Intentional omission to give 
information of offence by person 
bound to inform. (Change) 


203: Giving false information 
respecting an offence committed. 


240. Giving false information 
respecting an offence committed. 


204. Destruction of document to 
prevent its production as evidence. 


241. Destruction of document or 
electronic record to prevent its 
production as evidence. 
(Change) 


205. False personation for purpose of 


act or proceeding in suit’ or 
prosecution. 
206. Fraudulent removal or 


concealment of property to prevent 
its seizure as_ forfeited or _ in 
execution. 


242. False personation for purpose of 
act or proceeding in suit’ or 
prosecution. 


243. Fraudulent removal or 
concealment of property’ to 
prevent its seizure as forfeited or 
in execution. (Change) 


207. Fraudulent claim to property to 
prevent its seizure as forfeited or in 
execution. 


244. Fraudulent claim to property to 
prevent its seizure as forfeited or in 
execution. 


208. Fraudulently suffering decree 
for sum not due. 


245. Fraudulently suffering decree 
for sum not due. 


209. Dishonesty making false claim 
in Court. 


246. Dishonestly making false claim 
in Court. 


210. Fraudulently obtaining decree 
for sum not due. 


247. Fraudulently obtaining decree 
for sum not due. 
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211. False charge of offence made 
with intent to injure. 
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248. False charge of offence 
made with intent to _ injure. 
(Change) 


212. Harbouring offender. 


249. Harbouring offender. 


213. Taking gift, etc., to screen an 
offender from punishment. 


250. Taking gift, etc., to screen an 
offender from punishment. 


214. Offering gift or restoration of 
property in consideration of 
screening offender. 


251. Offering gift or restoration of 
property in consideration of 
screening offender. 


215. Taking gift to help to recover 
stolen property, etc. 


252. Taking gift to help to recover 
stolen property, etc. 


216. Harbouring offender who has 
escaped from custody or whose 
apprehension has been ordered. 


216A.Penalty for harbouring robbers 
or dacoits. 


253. Harbouring offender who has 
escaped from custody or whose 
apprehension has been ordered. 


254. Penalty for harbouring robbers 
or dacoits. 


217. Public servant’ disobeying 
direction of law with intent to save 
person from punishment or property 
from forfeiture. 


255. Public servant’ disobeying 
direction of law with intent to save 
person from punishment or property 
from forfeiture. 


218. Public servant framing incorrect 
record or writing with intent to save 
person from punishment or property 
from forfeiture. 


256. Public servant framing incorrect 
record or writing with intent to save 
person from punishment or property 
from forfeiture. 


219. Public servant in judicial 
proceeding corruptly making report, 
etc., contrary to law. 


257. Public servant in judicial 
proceeding corruptly making report, 
etc., contrary to law. 


220. Commitment ffor trial or 
confinement by person having 
authority who knows that he is 
acting contrary to law. 


258. Commitment for trial or 
confinement by person having 
authority who knows that he _ is 
acting contrary to law. 
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221. Intentional omission to 
apprehend on the part of public 
servant bound to apprehend. 
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259. Intentional omission to 
apprehend on part of public servant 
bound to apprehend. 


222; Intentional omission to 
apprehend on the part of public 
servant bound to apprehend person 


260. Intentional omission to 
apprehend on the part of public 
servant bound to apprehend person 


under sentence or lawfully | under sentence or lawfully 
committed. committed. 
223. Escape from confinement or| 261. Escape from confinement or 


custody negligently 
public servant. 


suffered by 


custody negligently suffered by 


public servant. 


224. Resistance or obstruction by a 
person to his lawful apprehension. 


262. Resistance or obstruction by a 
person to his lawful apprehension. 


225. Resistance or obstruction to 


263. Resistance or obstruction to 


lawful apprehension of another} lawful apprehension of another 
person. person. 
225A. Omission to apprehend, or| 264. Omission to apprehend, or 


sufferance of escape, 
public servant, in 
otherwise, provided for. 


on part of 
cases not 


225B. Resistance or obstruction to 
lawful apprehension, or escape or 
rescue in cases not’ otherwise 
provided for. 


sufferance of escape, 
public servant, in 
otherwise provided for. 


on part of 
cases not 


265. Resistance or obstruction to 
lawful apprehension or escape or 
rescue in cases not’ otherwise 
provided for. 


227. Violation of condition § of 
remission of punishment. 


266. Violation of condition § of 
remission of punishment. 


228. Intentional insult or interruption 
to public servant sitting in judicial 
proceeding. 


267. Intentional insult or 
interruption to public servant 
sitting in judicial proceeding. 
(Change) 


229. Personation of a 


assessor. 


juror or 


268. Personation of an assessor. 


indian renal Code, Loou 


229A. Failure by person released on 
bail or bond to appear in court. 
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269. Failure by person released on 
bail bond or bond to appear in court. 


CHAPTER XII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO COIN 
AND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


CHAPTER X 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
COIN, CURRENCY-NOTES, BANK- 


NOTES, AND GOVERNMENT 
STAMPS 
231. Counterfeiting coin. 178. Counterfeiting coin, 


255.Counterfeiting Government 


stamp. 


489A. Counterfeiting currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 


Government stamps, currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 


Explanation 
Explanation to 489A 178 (1) 
230. “Coin” defined. 178(2) 
Explanation to 255 1L78.(3) 
Explanation to 231 178(4) 
246. Fraudulently or dishonestly |; 178 (5) 
diminishing weight’ or — altering 


composition of coin. 


248. Altering appearance of coin with 
intent that it shall pass as coin of 
different description. 


(reference to ‘Indian coin’ removed) 


237. Import or export of counterfeit 
coin. 


238. Import or export of counterfeits 
of the Indian coin. 


239. Delivery of coin, possessed with 


179. Using as genuine, forged or 
counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 
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knowledge that it is counterfeit. 


240. Delivery of Indian coin, 
possessed with knowledge that it is 
counterfeit. 


241. 
which, 
deliverer 
counterfeit. 


Delivery of coin as genuine, 
when first possessed, the 
did not know to be 


250. Delivery of coin, possessed with 
knowledge that it is altered. 


251. Delivery of Indian coin, 
possessed with knowledge that it is 
altered. 


254. Delivery of coin as genuine, 
which, when first possessed, the 
deliverer did not know to be altered. 


258. Sale of counterfeit Government 
stamp. 


260. Using as genuine a Government 
stamp known to be counterfeit. 


489B. Using as genuine, forged or 
counterfeit currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 
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242. Possession of counterfeit coin 
by person who knew it to be 
counterfeit when he became 
possessed thereof. 


243. Possession of Indian coin by 
person who knew it to be counterfeit 
when he became possessed thereof. 


252. Possession of coin by person 
who knew it to be altered when he 


180. Possession of forged’ or 
counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 
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became possessed thereof. 


253. Possession of Indian coin by 
person who knew it to be altered 
when he became possessed thereof. 


259. Having possession of counterfeit 
Government stamp. 


489C. Possession of forged or 
counterfeit currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


Bnaratiya Nyaya Sannita, ZUZ5 


233. Making or selling instrument for 
counterfeiting coin. 


234. Making or selling instrument for 
counterfeiting Indian coin. 


235. Possession of instrument or 
material for the purpose of using the 
same for counterfeiting coin. 


256. Having possession of 
instrument or material for 
counterfeiting Government stamp. 


257. Making or selling instrument for 
counterfeiting Government stamp. 


489D. Making or possessing 
instruments or materials for forging 
or counterfeiting currency notes or 
bank-notes. 


181. Making or possessing 
instruments or materials for forging 
or counterfeiting coin, Government 
stamp, currency-notes or _ bank- 
notes. 


236. Abetting in India_ the 
counterfeiting out of India of 
coin. 


Deleted 


489E. Making or using documents 
resembling currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


182. Making or using documents 
resembling currency-notes'- or 
bank-notes. (Change) 
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261. Effacing writing from substance 
bearing Government stamp, or 
removing from document a stamp 
used for it, with intent to cause loss 
to Government. 
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183. Effacing writing from substance 
bearing Government stamp, or 
removing from document a stamp 
used for it, with intent to cause loss 
to Government. 


262. Using Government stamp 
known to have been before used 


184. Using Government stamp 
known to have been before used. 


263. Erasure of mark denoting that 
stamp has been used 


185. Erasure of mark denoting that 
stamp has been used. 


263A. Prohibition of fictitious stamps. 


186. Prohibition of fictitious stamps. 


244. Person employed in-= mint 
causing coin to be of different weight 
or composition from that fixed by 
law. 


187. Person employed in- mint 
causing coin to be of different weight 
or composition from that fixed by 
law. 


245. Unlawfully taking 
instrument from mint. 


coining 


188. Unlawfully — taking 
instrument from mint. 


coining 


CHAPTER XIII Deleted 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

264. Fraudulent use of false | Deleted 
instrument for weighing. 

265. Fraudulent use of false | Deleted 
weight or measure. 

266. Being in possession of false | Deleted 
weight or measure. 

267. Making or selling false | Deleted 
weight or measure. 

CHAPTER XIV CHAPTER XV 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 
CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 
CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND 
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MORALS 
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MORALS 


268. Public nuisance. 


270. Public nuisance. 


269. Negligent act likely to spread 
infection of disease dangerous to life. 


271. Negligent act likely to spread 
infection of disease dangerous to life. 


270. Malignant act likely to spread 
infection of disease dangerous to life. 


272. Malignant act likely to spread 
infection of disease dangerous to life. 


271. 
rule. 


Disobedience to quarantine 


273. 
rule. 


Disobedience to quarantine 


272. Adulteration of food or drink 
intended for sale. 


274. Adulteration of food or drink 
intended for sale. (Change) 


273. Sale of noxious food or drink. 


274. Adulteration of drugs. 


275. Sale of noxious food or 
drink. (Change) 


276. Adulteration of 
(Change) 


drugs. 


275. Sale of adulterated drugs. 


277. Sale of adulterated drugs. 
(Change) 


276. Sale of drug as a different drug 
or preparation. 


278. Sale of drug as a different 
drug or preparation. (Change) 


277. Fouling water of public spring or 
reservoir. 


279. Fouling water of public 
spring or reservoir. (Change) 


278. Making atmosphere noxious to 
health. 


280. Making atmosphere noxious 
to health. (Change) 


279. Rash driving or riding on a 
public way. 


281. Rash driving or riding on a 
public way. 


280. Rash navigation of vessel. 


282. Rash navigation of vessel. 
(Change) 


281. Exhibition of false light, mark or 
buoy. 


283. Exhibition of false 
mark or buoy. (Change) 


light, 
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282. Conveying person by water for 
hire in unsafe or overloaded vessel. 
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284. Conveying person by water 
for hire in unsafe or overloaded 
vessel. (Change) 


283. Danger or obstruction in public 
way or line of navigation. 


285. Danger or obstruction in 
public way or line of navigation. 
(Change) 


284. Negligent conduct with respect 
to poisonous substance. 


286. Negligent conduct’ with 
respect to poisonous substance. 
(Change) 


285. Negligent conduct with respect 
to fire or combustible matter. 


287. Negligent conduct’ with 
respect to fire or combustible 
matter. (Change) 


286. Negligent conduct with respect 
to explosive substance. 


288. Negligent conduct’ with 
respect to explosive substance. 
(Change) 


287. Negligent conduct with respect 
to machinery. 


289. Negligent conduct’ with 
respect to machinery. (Change) 


288. Negligent conduct with respect | 290. Negligent conduct with 

to pulling down or_ repairing | respect to pulling down, 

buildings. repairing or constructing 
buildings etc. (Change) 

289. Negligent conduct with respect | 291. Negligent conduct’ with 

to animal. respect to animal. (Change) 

290. Punishment for public nuisance | 292. Punishment’ for public 


in cases not otherwise provided for. 


nuisance in cases not otherwise 
provided for. (Change) 


291. Continuance of nuisance after 
injunction to discontinue. 


293. Continuance of nuisance 
after injunction to discontinue. 
(Change) 


292. Sale, etc., of obscene books, 
etc. 


294. Sale, etc., of obscene books, 
etc. (Change) 
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293. Sale, etc., of obscene objects to 
young person. 
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295. Sale, etc., of obscene objects to 
child. 


294. Obscene acts and songs 


296. Obscene acts and songs. 
(Change) 


294A. Keeping lottery office. 297. Keeping lottery office. 
(Change) 
CHAPTER XV CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
RELIGION 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
RELIGION 


295. Injuring or defiling place of 
worship, with intent to insult the 
religion of any class. 


298. Injuring or defiling place of 
worship with intent to insult religion 
of any class. 


295A. Deliberate and malicious acts, 
intended to outrage religious feelings 
of any class by insulting its religion 
or religious beliefs. 


296. Disturbing religious assembly. 


299. Deliberate and malicious acts, 
intended to outrage religious feelings 
of any class by insulting its religion 
or religious beliefs. 


300. Disturbing religious assembly. 


297. Trespassing on burial places, | 301. Trespassing on burial places, 
etc. etc. 
298. Uttering words, etc., with); 302. Uttering words, etc., with 


deliberate intent to wound religious 
feelings of any person. 


deliberate intent to wound religious 
feelings of any person. 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Of Offences affecting Life 


CHAPTER VI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Of offences affecting life 


299. Culpable homicide 


100. Culpable homicide. 


300. Murder. 


101. Murder. 
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301. Culpable homicide by causing 
death of person other than person 
whose death was intended. 
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102. Culpable homicide by causing 
death of person other than person 
whose death was intended. 


302. Punishment for murder. 


103. Punishment for murder. 


(Change) 


303. Punishment for murder by life- 
convict. 


104. Punishment for murder by 
life-convict. (Change) 


304. Punishment for culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder. 


105. Punishment for 
homicide __— not 
murder. (Change) 


culpable 
amounting’ to 


304A. Causing death by negligence. 


106. Causing death by 
negligence. (Change) 


New Sub-Section 


305. Abetment of suicide of child or 
insane person. 


106(2) (Section 106(2) of BNS 
shall not come into force on 1 
July 2024) 


107. Abetment of suicide of child or 
person of unsound mind. 


306. Abetment of suicide. 


108. Abetment of suicide. 


307. Attempt to murder. 


109. Attempt to murder. 


(Change) 


308. Attempt to commit culpable 
homicide. 


110. Attempt to commit culpable 
homicide. 


New Section 


111. Organised crime 


New Section 


112. Petty organised crime. 


New Section 


113. Terrorist act. 


Of Hurt 


Of hurt 


319. Hurt 


114. Hurt. 


321. Voluntarily causing hurt. 


115. Voluntarily causing hurt. 
(Change) 
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115(1) 


323. Punishment for 


causing hurt. 


voluntarily 


115(2) 


320. Grievous hurt. 


116. Grievous hurt. (Change) 


322. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt. 


117. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt. (Change) 


117(1) 


325. Punishment for 
causing grievous hurt. 


voluntarily 


117(2) 


324. Voluntarily causing hurt by 
dangerous weapons or means. 


118. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt by dangerous 
weapons or means. (Change) 


118(1) 


326. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt by dangerous weapons. or 
means. 


327. Voluntarily causing hurt to 
extort property, or to constrain to an 
illegal to an act. 


118(2) 


119. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt to extort property, or 
to constrain to an illegal act. 


119(1) 
329. Voluntarily causing grievous | 119(2) 
hurt to extort property, or to 
constrain to an illegal act. 

120(1) 
330. Voluntarily causing hurt to 
extort confession, or to compel 
restoration of property. 
331. Voluntarily causing grievous | 120(2) 


hurt to extort confession, or to 


compel restoration of property. 
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332. Voluntarily causing hurt to deter 
public servant from his duty. 
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121. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt to deter public 
servant from his duty. (Change) 


121(1) 


333. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt to deter public servant from his 
duty. 


121(2) 


334. Voluntarily causing hurt on 
provocation. 


122. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt on. provocation. 
(Change) 


122(1) 
335. Voluntarily causing grievous | 122(2) 
hurt on provocation. 
328. Causing hurt by means of | 123. Causing hurt by means of 


poison, etc., with intent to commit 
and offence. 


poison, etc., with intent to commit 
an offence. 


326A. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt by use of acid, etc. 


326B. Voluntarily throwing’ or 
attempting to throw acid. 


124. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt by use of acid, etc. 


124(1) 


124(2) 


336. Act endangering life or personal | 125. Act endangering life or 

safety of others. personal safety of others. 
(Change) 

cee Causing hurt by act | 125(a) 

endangering life or personal safety of 

others. 

338. Causing grievous hurt by act| 125(b) 


endangering life or personal safety of 
others. 
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Of wrongful’ restraint and| Of wrongful’ restraint and 
wrongful confinement wrongful confinement 
126. Wrongful restraint. 

339. Wrongful restraint. (Change) 

126(1) 
341. Punishment for wrongful | 126(2) 
restraint. 

127. Wrongful confinement. 
340. Wrongful confinement. 

127(1) 
342. Punishment for wrongful | 127(2) 
confinement. 
343. Wrongful confinement for three | 127(3) 
or more days. 
344. Wrongful confinement for ten or | 127(4) 
more days. 
345. Wrongful confinement of person | 127(5) 
for whose liberation writ has been 
issued. 
346. Wrongful confinement in secret. | 127(6) 
347. Wrongful confinement to extort | 127(7) 
property, or constrain to illegal act. 
348. Wrongful confinement to extort | 127(8) 


confession, or compel restoration of 
property. 


Of Criminal Force and Assault 


Of criminal force and assault 


349. Force 


128. Force. 


350. Criminal force 


129. Criminal force. 


351. Assault. 


130. Assault. 
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352. Punishment for assault or 
criminal force otherwise than on 
grave provocation. 
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131. Punishment for assault or 
criminal force otherwise than on 
grave provocation. (Change) 


353. Assault or criminal force to 
deter public servant from discharge 
of his duty 


132. Assault or criminal force to 
deter public servant from discharge 
of his duty 


355. Assault or criminal force with 
intent to dishonour person, otherwise 
than on grave provocation. 


133. Assault or criminal force with 
intent to dishonour person, otherwise 
than on grave provocation. 


356. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt to commit theft of property 
carried by a person. 


134. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt to commit theft of property 
carried by a person. 


357. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt wrongfully to confine a 
person. 


135. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt to wrongfully to confine 
a person. (Change) 


358. Assault or criminal force on 
grave provocation. 
Of Kidnapping, Abduction, 


Slavery and Forced Labour 


136. Assault or criminal force on 
grave provocation. (Change) 


Of kidnapping, abduction, slavery 
and forced labour 


359. Kidnapping. 


137. Kidnapping. 


137(1) 
360. Kidnapping from India. 137(1)(a) 
SOL, Kidnapping from lawful | 137(1)(b) 
guardianship. 
363. Punishment for kidnapping. LSZ(2) 


362. Abduction. 


138. Abduction. 


363A. Kidnapping or maiming a 
minor for purposes of begging. 


139. Kidnapping or maiming a 
child for purposes of begging. 
(Change) 
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140. Kidnapping or abducting in 
order to murder or for ransom etc. 


140(1) 
364A. Kidnapping for ransom, etc. 140(2) 
365. Kidnapping or abducting with | 140(3) 
intent secretly and wrongfully to 
confine person. 
367. Kidnapping or abducting in| 140(4) 


order to subject person to grievous 
hurt, slavery, etc. 


366B. Importation of from 


foreign country. 


girl 


141. Importation of girl or boy 
from foreign country. (Change) 


368. Wrongfully concealing or 
keeping in confinement, kidnapped 
or abducted person. 


370. Trafficking of person. 


142.  Wrongfully concealing = or 
keeping in confinement, kidnapped 
or abducted person. 


143. Trafficking of 


(Change) 


person. 


370A. Exploitation of a_ trafficked 
person 


144. Exploitation of a trafficked 
person. (Change) 


371. Habitual dealing in slaves. 


145. Habitual dealing in slaves. 


374. Unlawful compulsory labour. 


146. Unlawful compulsory labour. 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Of offences affecting life 


Of offences relating to marriage 


304B. Dowry death. 


80. Dowry death. 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 
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366. Kidnapping, 
inducing woman to 
marriage, etc. 


abducting or 
compel her 


87. Kidnapping, 
inducing woman to 
marriage, etc. 


abducting or 
compel her 


Of the causing of Miscarriage, of 
Injuries to unborn Children, of 
the exposure of infants, and of 
the Concealment of Births 


Of causing of miscarriage, etc. 


312. Causing miscarriage. 


88. Causing miscarriage. 


313. Causing miscarriage without 
woman's consent. 


89. Causing miscarriage without 


woman ’s consent. 


314. Death caused by act done with 
intent to cause miscarriage. 


90. Death caused by act done with 
intent to cause miscarriage. 


315. Act done with intent to prevent 
child being born alive or to cause it 
to die after birth. 


316. Causing death of quick unborn 
child by act amounting to culpable 
homicide. 


91. Act done with intent to prevent 
child being born alive or to cause to 
die after birth. 


92. Causing death of quick unborn 
child by act amounting to culpable 
homicide. 


Of offences against children 


317. Exposure and abandonment of 
child under twelve years, by parent 
or person having care of it. 


93. Exposure and abandonment of 
child under twelve years, by parent 
or person having care of it. 


318. Concealment of birth by secret 
disposal of dead body. 


94. Concealment of birth by secret 
disposal of dead body. 


New Section 


95. Hiring, employing or 
engaging a child to commit an 
offence. 


366A. Procuration of minor girl. 


96. Procuration of child. 
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from its person. 
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97. Kidnapping or abducting child 
under ten years of age with intent to 
steal from its person. 


372. Selling minor for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


98. Selling child for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


373. Buying minor for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


99. Buying child for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. (Change) 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Sexual Offences 


CHAPTER V 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST WOMAN 
AND CHILD 


Of sexual offences 


375. Rape. 


63. Rape. 


376. Punishment for rape. 


64. Punishment for rape. 


65. Punishment for rape in certain 


376(3) cases. 
65(1) 
376AB. Punishment for rape on| 65(2) 


woman under twelve years of age. 


376A. Punishment for causing death 
or resulting in persistent vegetative 
state of victim. 


66. Punishment for causing death or 
resulting in persistent vegetative 
state of victim. 


376B. Sexual intercourse by husband 
upon his wife during separation. 


67. Sexual intercourse by husband 
upon his wife during separation. 


376C. Sexual intercourse by a 
person in authority. 


68. Sexual intercourse by a person in 
authority. 


New Section 


69. Sexual intercourse 
employing deceitful means etc. 


by 
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70. Gang rape. 


70(1) 


376DA.Punishment for gang rape on 
woman under sixteen years of age. 


376DB. Punishment for gang rape on 
woman under twelve years of age. 


70(2) (Gang Rape - Below 18 


years) (Change) 


376E. Punishment 
offenders. 


for repeat 


71. Punishment for repeat offenders. 


377. Unnatural Offences 


Deleted 


228A. Disclosure of identity of the 
victim of certain offences, etc. 


72. Disclosure of identity of victim of 
certain offences, etc. 


228A (3) 


Of criminal force and assault 


73. Printing or publishing of any 
matter relating to Court proceedings 
without permission. 


Of criminal force and assault 
against woman 


354. Assault or criminal force to 
woman with intent to outrage her 
modesty. 


74. Assault or use of criminal force 
to woman with intent to outrage her 
modesty. 


354A. Sexual harassment and 
punishment for sexual harassment. 


75. Sexual harassment. 


354B. Assault or use of criminal force 
to woman with intent to disrobe. 


76. Assault or use of criminal 
force to woman with intent to 
disrobe. (Change) 


354C. Voyeurism. 


77. Voyeurism. (Change) 


354D. Stalking 


78. Stalking. 


509. Word, gesture or act intended 
to insult the modesty of a woman. 


79. Word, gesture or act intended to 
insult modesty of a woman. 
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493. Cohabitation caused by a man 
deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful 
marriage. 


81. Cohabitation caused by man 
deceitfully inducing belief of lawful 
marriage. 


494. Marrying again during lifetime 
of husband or wife. 


82. Marrying again during lifetime of 
husband or wife. 


82(1) 


495. Same offence with concealment 
of former marriage from person with 
whom subsequent marriage is 
contracted. 


82(2) 


496. Marriage ceremony fraudulently 


83. Marriage ceremony fraudulently 


gone through without lawful | gone through without lawful 
marriage. marriage. 
497. Adultery Deleted 


498. Enticing or taking away or| 84. Enticing or taking away or 
detaining with criminal intent aj detaining with criminal intent a 
married woman. married woman. 

CHAPTER XXA 

CRUELTY BY HUSBAND ' OR 


RELATIVES OF HUSBAND 


498A. Husband or relative’ of 
husband of a woman subjecting her 
to cruelty. 


85. Husband or relative of husband 
of a woman subjecting her to cruelty. 


498A. Explanation 


86. Cruelty Defined 
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CHAPTER XVII CHAPTER XVII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST | OF OFFENCES AGAINST 
PROPERTY PROPERTY 
303. Theft. (Change) 
378. Theft. 


303 °(1) 


379. Punishment for theft. 


303 (2) (Change) 


New Section 


304. Snatching. 


380. Theft in dwelling house, etc. 


305. Theft in a dwelling house, or 
means of transportation or place 
of worship, etc. (Change) 


381. Theft by clerk or servant of 
property in possession of master. 


382. Theft after preparation made 
for causing death, hurt or restraint in 
order to the committing of the theft. 


306. Theft by clerk or servant of 
property in possession of master. 


307. Theft after preparation made 
for causing death, hurt or restraint in 
order to committing of theft. 


Of Extortion 


Of extortion 


383. Extortion. 


308. Extortion. 


306-1) 
384. Punishment for extortion. 308 (2) 
385. Putting person in fear of injury | 308 (3) 
in order to commit extortion. 
386. Extortion by putting a person in| 308 (5) 
fear of death or grievous hurt. 
387. Putting person in fear of death | 308 (4) 
or of grievous hurt, in order to 
commit extortion. 
388. Extortion by threat of accusation | 308 (7) 


of an offence punishable with death 
or imprisonment for life, etc. 


indian renal Code, Loou 


Bnaratiya Nyaya Sannita, ZUZ5 


389. Putting person in fear or| 308 (6) 

accusation of offence, in order to 

commit extortion. 

Of Robbery and Dacoity Of robbery and dacoity 


390. Robbery. 


309. Robbery. 


309 (1)(2)(3) 


310. Dacoity (Change) 


391. Dacoity. 
310 (1) 
392. Punishment for robbery. 309 (4) 
393. Attempt to commit robbery. 309(5) 
394. Voluntarily causing hurt in| 309(6) 
committing robbery. 
395. Punishment for dacoity. 310 (2) 
396. Dacoity with murder. 310 (3) 
397. Robbery, or dacoity, with); 311. Robbery, or dacoity, with 


attempt to cause death or grievous 
hurt. 


attempt to cause death or grievous 
hurt. 


398. Attempt to commit robbery or 
dacoity when armed with deadly 
weapon. 


312. Attempt to commit robbery or 
dacoity when armed with deadly 
weapon. 


399. Making preparation to commit) 310 (4) 
dacoity. 
400. Punishment for belonging to | 310 (6) 


gang of dacoits. 


401. Punishment for belonging to 
gang of thieves. 


313. Punishment for belonging to 
gang of robbers, dacoits, etc. 


402. Assembling 
committing dacoity. 


for purpose of 


310 (5) 
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Of Criminal Misappropriation of 
Property 


403. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property. 


314. Dishonest misappropriation 
of property. (Change) 


404. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property possessed by deceased 
person at the time of his death. 


315. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property possessed by deceased 
person at the time of his death. 


Of Criminal Breach of Trust 


Of criminal breach of trust 


405. Criminal breach of trust. 


316. Criminal breach of trust. 


(Change) 
316°C) 
406. Punishment for criminal breach | 316 (2) 
of trust. 
407. Criminal breach of trust by | 316 (3) 
carrier, etc. 
408. Criminal breach of trust by clerk | 316 (4) 
or servant. 
409. Criminal breach of trust by | 316 (5) 
public servant, or by © banker, 


merchant or agent. 


Of the 
Property 


Receiving of Stolen 


Of receiving stolen property 


410. Stolen property. 


317. Stolen property. 


317 (1) 
411. Dishonestly receiving stolen | 317 (2) 
property. 
412. Dishonestly receiving property | 317 (3) 


stolen in the commission of a dacoity. 
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413. Habitually dealing in stolen| 317 (4) 
property. 

414. Assisting in concealment of | 317 (5) 
stolen property. 

Of Cheating Of cheating 


415. Cheating. 


318. Cheating. (Change) 


318 (1) 


416.Cheating by personation. 


Cheating by personation 


319(1) 
417. Punishment for cheating. 318 (2) 
418. Cheating with knowledge that| 318 (3) 
wrongful loss may ensue to person 
whose interest offender is bound to 
protect. 
419. Punishment of cheating by | 319(2) 
personation. 
420. Cheating and_— dishonestly | 318 (4) 
inducing delivery of property. 
Of Fraudulent Deeds and | Of fraudulent deeds and 
Dispositions Of Property. dispositions of property. 
421. Dishonest or fraudulent removal | 320. Dishonest or fraudulent 


or concealment of property’ to 
prevent distribution among creditors. 


removal or concealment of 
property to prevent distribution 
among creditors. (Change) 


422. Dishonestly or fraudulently 
preventing debt being available for 
creditors. 


321. Dishonestly or fraudulently 
preventing debt being available for 
creditors. 


423. Dishonest or fraudulent 
execution of deed of transfer 
containing false statement — of 


consideration. 


322. Dishonest or fraudulent 
execution of deed of transfer 
containing false statement of 
consideration. (Change) 
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or concealment of property. 


Bnaratiya Nyaya Sannita, ZUZS5 


323. Dishonest or fraudulent 
removal oor concealment _ of 
property. (Change) 


Of Mischief Of mischief 
324. Mischief. (Change) 
425. Mischief. 
324 (1) 
426. Punishment for mischief. 324 (2) 
New Sub- Section B24 (3) 


427. Mischief causing damage to the 
amount of fifty rupees. 


New Sub-Section 


B24 (4) Mischief causing damage to 
the amount of twenty’ thousand 
rupees and more but less than one 
lakh rupees. 

B24(5) Mischief causing damage to the 


amount of one lakh rupees’ or 
upwards. 
428. Mischief by killing or maiming | 325. Mischief by killing or 


animal of the value of ten rupees. 


429. Mischief by killing or maiming 
cattle, etc., of any value or any 
animal of the value of fifty rupees. 


maiming animal. (Change) 


430. Mischief by injury to works of 
irrigation or by wrongfully diverting 


326. Mischief by injury, inundation, 
fire or explosive substance, etc. 


water. 326 (a) 
431. Mischief by injury to public road, | 326(b) 
bridge, river or channel. 

432. Mischief by causing inundation | 326 (c) 
or obstruction to public drainage 

attended with damage. 

433. Mischief by destroying, moving | 326(d) 
or rendering less useful a light-house 

or sea-mark. 

434. Mischief by destroying or| 326 (e) 


moving, etc., a land-mark fixed by 
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435. Mischief by fire or explosive 
substance with intent to cause 
damage to amount of one hundred or 
(in case of agricultural produce) ten 
rupees. 


326 (f) 


436. Mischief by fire or explosive 
substance with intent to destroy 
house, etc. 


326 (g) 


437. Mischief with intent to destroy 
or make unsafe a decked vessel or 
one of twenty tons burden. 


327. Mischief with intent to destroy 
or make unsafe a rail, aircraft, 
decked vessel or one of twenty tons 
burden. 


327 (1) 
438. Punishment for the mischief | 327 (2) 
described in section 437 committed 
by fire or explosive substance. 
439. Punishment for intentionally | 328. Punishment for intentionally 


running vessel aground or ashore 
with intent to commit theft, etc. 


running vessel aground or ashore 
with intent to commit theft, etc. 


440. Mischief committed = after 
preparation made for causing death 
or hurt. 


Of Criminal Trespass 


324 (6) 


Of criminal trespass 


329. Criminal trespass and 
441. Criminal trespass. house-trespass. (Change) 

329 (1) 
442. House-trespass. 329 (2) 

330. House-trespass and _  house- 


443. Lurking house-trespass. 


breaking. 


330(1) 
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444. Lurking house-trespass by | Deleted 
night. 
445. House-breaking. 330(2) 
446. House-breaking by night. Deleted 
447. Punishment for criminal | 329 (3) 
trespass. 
448. Punishment for house-trespass. 329 (4) 
332. House-trespass in order to 


449. House-trespass in order to eonmit offence. 

commit offence punishable’ with 

death. 332 (a) 

450. House-trespass in order to] 332 (b) 

commit offence punishable’ with 

imprisonment for life. 

451. House-trespass in order to] 332 (c) 

commit offence punishable’ with 

imprisonment. 

452. House-trespass after | 333. House-trespass after 
preparation for hurt, assault or) preparation for hurt, assault or 


wrongful restraint. 


wrongful restraint. 


453. Punishment for lurking house- 
trespass or house-breaking. 


331. Punishment for house-trespass 
or house-breaking. 


331 (1) 
454. Lurking house-trespass or| 331 (3) 
house-breaking in order to commit 
offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 
455. Lurking house-trespass or| 331 (5) 
house-breaking after preparation for 
hurt, assault or wrongful restraint. 
456. Punishment for lurking house- | 331(2) 


trespass or house-breaking by night. 
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457. Lurking house-trespass' or 
house-breaking by night in order to 
commit offence punishable’ with 
imprisonment. 
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331 (4) 


458. Lurking house-trespass' or 
house-breaking by night after 
preparation for hurt, assault, or 
wrongful restraint. 


331:(6) 


459. Grievous hurt caused whilst 
committing lurking house-trespass or 
house-breaking. 


gal U7) 


460. All persons jointly concerned in 
lurking house-trespass or house- 
breaking by night punishable where 
death or grievous hurt caused by one 
of them. 


331 (8) 


461. Dishonestly breaking 
receptacle containing property. 


open 


334. Dishonestly breaking 
receptacle containing property. 


open 


334(1) 
462. Punishment for same offence | 334(2) 
when committed by person entrusted 
with custody. 
CHAPTER XVIII CHAPTER XVIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY 
MARKS 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY 
MARKS 


463. Forgery. 


336. Forgery 


336 (1) 


464. Making a false document. 


335. Making a false document. 


465. Punishment for forgery. 


336 (2) 
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337. Forgery of record of Court or of 
public register, etc. 


467. Forgery of valuable security, 
will, etc. 


338. Forgery of valuable security, 
will, etc. 


468. Forgery for purpose of cheating. 


336:(3) 


469. Forgery for purpose of harming 
reputation. 


336 (4) 


470. Forged document or electronic 
record. 


340. Forged document or electronic 
record and using it as genuine. 


340 (1) 
471. Using as genuine a forged| 340 (2) 
document or electronic record. 
341. Making or possessing 


472. Making or possessing 
counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to 
commit forgery punishable under 
section 467. 


counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to 
commit forgery punishable under 
section 338. 


341 (1) 
473. Making or possessing | 341 (2) 
counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to 
commit forgery punishable 
otherwise. 


474. Having possession of document 
described in section 466 or 467, 
knowing it to be forged and 
intending to use it genuine. 


339. Having possession of document 
described in section 337 or section 
338, knowing it to be forged and 
intending to use it as genuine. 


New Sub-Section 


341 (3) 


New Sub-Section 


341 (4) 


475. Counterfeiting device or mark 
used for authenticating documents 
described in section 467, or 


342. Counterfeiting device or mark 
used for authenticating documents 
described in section 338, or 
possessing counterfeit marked 
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possessing counterfeit marked | material. 
material. 
342(1) 
476. Counterfeiting device or mark | 342(2) 
used for authenticating documents 
other than those described in section 
467, or possessing counterfeit 
marked material. 
477. Fraudulent cancellation, | 343. Fraudulent cancellation, 


destruction, etc., of will, authority to 
adopt, or valuable security. 


destruction, etc., of will, authority to 
adopt, or valuable security. 


477A. Falsification of accounts. 


344. Falsification of accounts. 


Of Property and Other Marks 


Of property marks 


479. Property mark. 


345. Property mark. 


345 (1) 
481. Using a false property mark. 345 (2) 
482. Punishment for using a false | 345 (3) 


property mark. 


483. Counterfeiting a property mark 
used by another. 


347. Counterfeiting a property mark. 


347 (1) 


484. Counterfeiting a mark used by a 
public servant. 


347 (2) 


485. Making or possession of any 
instrument for counterfeiting a 
property mark. 


348. Making or possession of any 
instrument for counterfeiting a 
property mark. 


486. Selling goods marked with a 
counterfeit property mark. 


349. Selling goods marked with a 
counterfeit property mark. 
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receptacle containing goods. 
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350. Making a false mark upon any 
receptacle containing goods. 


350 (1) 


488. Punishment for making use of 
any such false mark. 


350 (2) 


489. Tampering with property mark 
with intent to cause injury. 


346. Tampering with property mark 
with intent to cause injury. 


CHAPTER XIX 


OF THE CRIMINAL BREACH OF 
CONTRACTS OF SERVICE 


Of breach of contract to attend 
on and supply wants of helpless 
person. 


491. Breach of contract to attend on 
and supply wants of helpless person. 


357. Breach of contract to attend on 
and supply wants of helpless person 


CHAPTER XXI 


OF DEFAMATION 


499. Defamation. 


Of defamation 


356. Defamation. (Change) 


356 (1) 
500. Punishment for defamation. 356 (2) 
501. Printing or engraving matter) 356 (3) 
known to be defamatory. 
502. Sale of printed or engraved 356 (4) 
substance containing defamatory 
matter. 
CHAPTER XXII CHAPTER XIX 
OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, | OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, 
INSULT AND ANNOYANCE INSULT, ANNOYANCE, 


DEFAMATION, ETC. 


503. Criminal intimidation. 


351. Criminal intimidation. 


oo1 (1) 
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352. Intentional insult with intent to 
provoke breach of peace. 


505. Statements conducing to public 
mischief 


353. Statements conducing to public 
mischief. 


506. Punishment for criminal | 351 (2), 351 (3) 
intimidation. 
507. Criminal intimidation by an, 351 (4) 


anonymous communication. 


508. Act caused by inducing person 
to believe that he will be rendered an 
object of the Divine displeasure. 


354. Act caused by inducing person 
to believe that he will be rendered an 
object of Divine displeasure. 


510. Misconduct 
drunken person. 


in public by a 


CHAPTER XXIII 


OF ATTEMPTS 
OFFENCES 


TO COMMIT 


355. Misconduct in public by a 
drunken person. (Change) 


Of attempt 


511. Punishment for attempting to 
commit offences punishable’ with 


62. Punishment for attempting to 
commit offences punishable’ with 


imprisonment for life or other| imprisonment for life or other 
imprisonment. imprisonment. 
Chapter XX — Repeal and Saving 

New Section 358. Repeal and savings 
309. “Attempt to commit 

er e Deleted 
suicide”. 
310. “Thug”. Deleted 
311. “Punishment”. Deleted 
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ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 


CHAPTER I 
PRELIMINARY 
SECTION 
ie Short title, commencement and application. 
2. Definitions. 
3: General explanations. 
CHAPTER II 
OF PUNISHMENTS 

4. Punishments. 
on Commutation of sentence. 
6. Fractions of terms of punishment. 
re Sentence may be (in certain cases of imprisonment) wholly or 

partly rigorous or simple. 
8. Amount of fine, liability in default of payment of fine, etc. 
9. Limit of punishment of offence made up of several offences. 
10. Punishment of person guilty of one of several offences, 

judgment stating that it is doubtful of which. 
i Solitary confinement. 
2: Limit of solitary confinement. 
iS. Enhanced punishment for certain offences after previous 

conviction. 

CHAPTER III 
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 

14. Act done by a person bound, or by mistake of fact believing 

himself bound, by law. 
15. Act of Judge when acting judicially. 
1G: Act done pursuant to judgment or order of Court. 
Age Act done by a person justified, or by mistake of fact believing 


18. 
19. 


20, 
Alls 


22; 
23. 


24. 


25: 


26. 


275 


28. 
29: 


30; 
Si 
2s 
cee 


34. 
cee 
36; 


a7, 
36. 


39; 


40. 


himself justified, by law. 
Accident in doing a lawful act. 


Act likely to cause harm, but done without criminal intent, and 
to prevent other harm. 


Act of a child under seven years of age. 


Act of a child above seven and under twelve years of age of 
immature understanding. 


Act of a person of unsound mind. 


Act of a person incapable of judgment by reason of intoxication 
caused against his will. 


Offence requiring a particular intent or knowledge committed 
by one who is intoxicated. 


Act not intended and not known to be likely to cause death or 
grievous hurt, done by consent. 


Act not intended to cause death, done by consent in good faith 
for person’s benefit. 


Act done in good faith for benefit of child or person of unsound 
mind, by, or by consent of guardian. 


Consent known to be given under fear or misconception. 


Exclusion of acts which are offences independently of harm 
caused. 


Act done in good faith for benefit of a person without consent. 
Communication made in good faith. 

Act to which a person is compelled by threats. 

Act causing slight harm. 


Of right of private defence 


Things done in private defence. 
Right of private defence of body and of property. 


Right of private defence against act of a person of unsound 
mind, etc. 


Acts against which there is no right of private defence. 


When right of private defence of body extends to causing 
death. 


When such right extends to causing any harm other than 
death. 


Commencement and continuance of right of private defence of 


41. 


42. 


43. 


4, 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


Sil 


D2: 


Bos 


54. 
Do: 


56; 
a7: 


58. 


Do. 


body. 


When right of private defence of property extends to causing 
death. 


When such right extends to causing any harm other than 
death. 


Commencement and continuance of right of private defence of 
property. 


Right of private defence against deadly assault when there is 
risk of harm to innocent person. 


CHAPTER IV 


OF ABETMENT, CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT 


Of abetment 


Abetment of a thing. 

Abettor. 

Abetment in India of offences outside India. 
Abetment outside India for offence in India. 


Punishment of abetment if act abetted is committed in 
consequence and where no express provision is made for its 
punishment. 


Punishment of abetment if person abetted does act with 
different intention from that of abettor. 


Liability of abettor when one act abetted and different act 
done. 


Abettor when liable to cumulative punishment for act abetted 
and for act done. 


Liability of abettor for an effect caused by act abetted different 
from that intended by abettor. 


Abettor present when offence is committed. 


Abetment of offence punishable with death or imprisonment 
for life. 


Abetment of offence punishable with imprisonment. 


Abetting commission of offence by public or by more than ten 
persons. 


Concealing design to commit offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life. 


Public servant concealing design to commit offence which it is 
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his duty to prevent. 


Concealing design to commit offence punishable’ with 


imprisonment. 


Of criminal conspiracy 


Criminal conspiracy. 


Of attempt 


Punishment for attempting to commit offences punishable 
with imprisonment for life or other imprisonment. 


CHAPTER V 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST WOMAN AND CHILD 


Of sexual offences 
Rape. 


Punishment for rape. 


Punishment for rape in certain cases. 


Punishment for causing death or resulting in persistent 


vegetative state of victim. 


Sexual intercourse by husband upon his wife during 


separation. 

Sexual intercourse by a person in authority. 

Sexual intercourse by employing deceitful means, etc. 
Gang rape. 

Punishment for repeat offenders. 

Disclosure of identity of victim of certain offences, etc. 
Printing or publishing any matter relating to Court 
proceedings without permission. 


Of criminal force and assault against woman 


Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to 


outrage her modesty. 
Sexual harassment. 


Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to 


disrobe. 
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Voyeurism. 
Stalking. 
Word, gesture or act intended to insult modesty of a woman. 


Of offences relating to marriage 


Dowry death. 


Cohabitation caused by man deceitfully inducing belief of 
lawful marriage. 


Marrying again during lifetime of husband or wife. 


Marriage ceremony fraudulently gone through without lawful 
marriage. 


Enticing or taking away or detaining with criminal intent a 
married woman. 


Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to 
cruelty. 


Cruelty defined. 
Kidnapping, abducting or inducing woman to compel her 
marriage, etc. 


Of causing of miscarriage, etc. 


Causing miscarriage. 
Causing miscarriage without woman’s consent. 
Death caused by act done with intent to cause miscarriage. 


Act done with intent to prevent child being born alive or to 
cause to die after birth. 


Causing death of quick unborn child by act amounting to 
culpable homicide. 


Of offences against child 


Exposure and abandonment of child under twelve years of age, 
by parent or person having care of it. 


Concealment of birth by secret disposal of dead body. 
Hiring, employing or engaging a child to commit an offence. 
Procuration of child. 


Kidnapping or abducting child under ten years of age with 
intent to steal from its person. 
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Selling child for purposes of prostitution, etc. 
Buying child for purposes’ of _ prostitution, — etc. 


CHAPTER VI 
OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE HUMAN BODY 


Of offences affecting life 


Culpable homicide. 
Murder. 


Culpable homicide by causing death of person other than 
person whose death was intended. 


Punishment for murder. 

Punishment for murder by life-convict. 

Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to murder. 
Causing death by negligence. 

Abetment of suicide of child or person of unsound mind. 
Abetment of suicide. 

Attempt to murder. 

Attempt to commit culpable homicide. 

Organised crime. 

Petty organised crime. 

Terrorist act. 


Of hurt 


Hurt. 

Voluntarily causing hurt. 
Grievous hurt. 

Voluntarily causing grievous hurt. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt by dangerous 
weapons or means. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort property, or 
to constrain to an illegal act. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort confession, 
or to compel restoration of property. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to deter public 
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133. 
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135. 
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servant from his duty. 
Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt on provocation. 


Causing hurt by means of poison, etc., with intent to commit 
an offence. 


Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc. 
Act endangering life or personal safety of others. 


Of wrongful restraint and wrongful confinement 


Wrongful restraint. 
Wrongful confinement. 


Of criminal force and assault 


Force. 
Criminal force. 
Assault. 


Punishment for assault or criminal force otherwise than on 
grave provocation. 


Assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge 
of his duty 


Assault or criminal force with intent to dishonour person, 
otherwise than on grave provocation. 


Assault or criminal force in attempt to commit theft of property 
carried by a person. 


Assault or criminal force in attempt to wrongfully confine a 
person. 


Assault or criminal force on grave provocation. 


Of kidnapping, abduction, slavery and forced labour 


Kidnapping. 

Abduction. 

Kidnapping or maiming a child for purposes of begging. 
Kidnapping or abducting in order to murder or for ransom, etc. 
Importation of girl or boy from foreign country. 


Wrongfully concealing or keeping in confinement, kidnapped 
or abducted person. 
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154. 


155: 


156. 
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Trafficking of person. 

Exploitation of a trafficked person. 
Habitual dealing in slaves. 
Unlawful compulsory labour. 


CHAPTER VII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE 


Waging, or attempting to wage war, or abetting waging of war, 
against Government of India. 


Conspiracy to commit offences punishable by section 147. 


Collecting arms, etc., with intention of waging war against 
Government of India. 


Concealing with intent to facilitate design to wage war. 


Assaulting President, Governor, etc., with intent to compel or 
restrain exercise of any lawful power. 


Act endangering sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. 


Waging war against Government of any foreign State at peace 
with Government of India. 


Committing depredation on territories of foreign State at 
peace with Government of India. 


Receiving property taken by war or depredation mentioned in 
sections 153 and 154. 


Public servant voluntarily allowing prisoner of State or war to 
escape. 


Public servant negligently suffering such prisoner to escape. 
Aiding escape of, rescuing or harbouring such prisoner. 


CHAPTER VIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE 


152: 


160. 


161. 


162, 
163. 


Abetting mutiny, or attempting to seduce a soldier, sailor or 
airman from his duty. 


Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is committed in consequence 
thereof. 


Abetment of assault by soldier, sailor or airman on his superior 
officer, when in execution of his office. 


Abetment of such assault, if assault committed. 
Abetment of desertion of soldier, sailor or airman. 
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Harbouring deserter. 


Deserter concealed on board merchant vessel through 
negligence of master. 


Abetment of act of insubordination by soldier, sailor or airman. 
Persons subject to certain Acts. 


Wearing garb or carrying token used by soldier, sailor or 
airman. 


CHAPTER IX 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS 


Candidate, electoral right defined. 

Bribery. 

Undue influence at elections. 

Personation at elections. 

Punishment for bribery. 

Punishment for undue influence or personation at an election. 
False statement in connection with an election. 

Illegal payments in connection with an election. 

Failure to keep election accounts. 


CHAPTER X 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO COIN, CURRENCY-NOTES, BANK- 


178. 


179; 


180. 


181. 


182; 


133. 


NOTES, AND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


Counterfeiting coin, Government stamps, currency-notes or 
bank-notes. 


Using as genuine, forged or counterfeit coin, Government 
stamp, currency-notes or bank-notes. 


Possession of forged or counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 


Making or possessing instruments or materials for forging or 
counterfeiting coin, Government stamp, currency-notes or 
bank-notes. 


Making or using documents resembling currency-notes or 
bank-notes. 


Effacing writing from substance bearing Government stamp, 
or removing from document a stamp used for it, with intent to 
cause loss to Government. 
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Using Government stamp known to have been before used. 
Erasure of mark denoting that stamp has been used. 
Prohibition of fictitious stamps. 


Person employed in mint causing coin to be of different weight 
or composition from that fixed by law. 


Unlawfully taking coining instrument from mint. 


CHAPTER XI 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


Unlawful assembly. 


Every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence 
committed in prosecution of common object. 


Rioting. 


Wantonly giving provocation with intent to cause riot- if rioting 
be committed; if not committed. 


Liability of owner, occupier, etc., of land on which an unlawful 
assembly or riot takes place. 


Affray. 


Assaulting or obstructing public servant when suppressing riot, 
etc. 


Promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of 
religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, etc., and 
doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony. 


Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national integration. 


CHAPTER XII 


OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


198. 


199. 
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202: 
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Public servant disobeying law, with intent to cause injury to 
any person. 


Public servant disobeying direction under law. 
Punishment for non-treatment of victim. 


Public servant framing an incorrect document with intent to 
Cause injury. 


Public servant unlawfully engaging in trade. 

Public servant unlawfully buying or bidding for property. 
Personating a public servant. 

Wearing garb or carrying token used by public servant with 


fraudulent intent. 


CHAPTER XIII 


OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC 


206. 
207. 
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218: 
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SERVANTS 


Absconding to avoid service of summons or other proceeding. 


Preventing service of summons or other proceeding, or 
preventing publication thereof. 


Non-attendance in obedience to an order from public servant. 


Non-appearance in response to a proclamation under section 
84 of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. 


Omission to produce document or electronic record to public 
servant by person legally bound to produce it. 


Omission to give notice or information to public servant by 
person legally bound to give it. 


Furnishing false information. 


Refusing oath or affirmation when duly required by public 
servant to make it. 


Refusing to answer public servant authorised to question. 
Refusing to sign statement. 


False statement on oath or affirmation to public servant or 
person authorised to administer an oath or affirmation. 


False information, with intent to cause public servant to use 
his lawful power to injury of another person. 


Resistance to taking of property by lawful authority of a public 
servant. 


Obstructing sale of property offered for sale by authority of 
public servant. 


Illegal purchase or bid for property offered for sale by 
authority of public servant. 


Obstructing public servant in discharge of public functions. 


Omission to assist public servant when bound by law to give 
assistance. 


Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant. 
Threat of injury to public servant. 


Threat of injury to induce person to refrain from applying for 
protection to public servant. 


Attempt to commit suicide to compel or restrain exercise of 


lawful power. 


CHAPTER XIV 


OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC 


227. 
228. 
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232: 


233i 


234. 


235% 
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237. 
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240. 
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242. 


243. 


244. 
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JUSTICE 


Giving false evidence. 
Fabricating false evidence. 
Punishment for false evidence. 


Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of capital offence. 


Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of offence punishable with imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment. 


Threatening any person to give false evidence. 
Using evidence known to be false. 

Issuing or signing false certificate. 

Using as true a certificate known to be false. 


False statement made in declaration which is by law receivable 
as evidence. 


Using as true such declaration knowing it to be false. 


Causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false 
information to screen offender. 


Intentional omission to give information of offence by person 
bound to inform. 


Giving false information respecting an offence committed. 


Destruction of document or electronic record to prevent its 
production as evidence. 


False personation for purpose of act or proceeding in suit or 
prosecution. 


Fraudulent removal or concealment of property to prevent its 
seizure as forfeited or in execution. 


Fraudulent claim to property to prevent its seizure as forfeited 
or in execution. 


Fraudulently suffering decree for sum not due. 
Dishonestly making false claim in Court. 
Fraudulently obtaining decree for sum not due. 
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False charge of offence made with intent to injure. 
Harbouring offender. 
Taking gift, etc., to screen an offender from punishment. 


Offering gift or restoration of property in consideration of 
screening offender. 


Taking gift to help to recover stolen property, etc. 


Harbouring offender who has escaped from custody or whose 
apprehension has been ordered. 


Penalty for harbouring robbers or dacoits. 


Public servant disobeying direction of law with intent to save 
person from punishment or property from forfeiture. 


Public servant framing incorrect record or writing with intent 
to save person from punishment or property from forfeiture. 


Public servant in judicial proceeding corruptly making report, 
etc., contrary to law. 


Commitment for trial or confinement by person having 
authority who knows that he is acting contrary to law. 


Intentional omission to apprehend on part of public servant 
bound to apprehend. 


Intentional omission to apprehend on part of public servant 
bound to apprehend person under sentence or lawfully 
committed. 


Escape from confinement or custody negligently suffered by 
public servant. 


Resistance or obstruction by a person to his_ lawful 
apprehension. 


Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension of another 
person. 


Omission to apprehend, or sufferance of escape, on part of 
public servant, in cases not otherwise provided for. 


Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension or escape or 
rescue in cases not otherwise provided for. 


Violation of condition of remission of punishment. 


Intentional insult or interruption to public servant sitting in 
judicial proceeding. 


Personation of assessor. 
Failure by person released on bail or bond to appear in Court. 


CHAPTER XV 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 


270: 
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294. 
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CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND MORALS 


Public nuisance. 


Negligent act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous 
to life. 


Malignant act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous 
to life. 


Disobedience to quarantine rule. 

Adulteration of food or drink intended for sale. 
Sale of noxious food or drink. 

Adulteration of drugs. 

Sale of adulterated drugs. 

Sale of drug as a different drug or preparation. 
Fouling water of public spring or reservoir. 
Making atmosphere noxious to health. 

Rash driving or riding on a public way. 

Rash navigation of vessel. 

Exhibition of false light, mark or buoy. 


Conveying person by water for hire in unsafe or overloaded 
vessel. 


Danger or obstruction in public way or line of navigation. 
Negligent conduct with respect to poisonous substance. 
Negligent conduct with respect to fire or combustible matter. 
Negligent conduct with respect to explosive substance. 
Negligent conduct with respect to machinery. 


Negligent conduct with respect to pulling down, repairing or 
constructing buildings, etc. 


Negligent conduct with respect to animal. 


Punishment for public nuisance in cases not otherwise 
provided for. 


Continuance of nuisance after injunction to discontinue. 
Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc. 
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299. 
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306. 
307. 


308. 
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Sale, etc., of obscene objects to child. 
Obscene acts and songs. 
Keeping lottery office. 


CHAPTER XVI 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO RELIGION 


Injuring or defiling place of worship with intent to insult 
religion of any class. 


Deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious 
feelings of any class by insulting its religion or religious beliefs. 


Disturbing religious assembly. 

Trespassing on burial places, etc. 

Uttering words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound religious 
feelings of any person. 


CHAPTER XVII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY 


OF there 


Theft. 
Snatching. 


Theft in a dwelling house, or means of transportation or place 
of worship, etc. 


Theft by clerk or servant of property in possession of master. 


Theft after preparation made for causing death, hurt or 
restraint in order to committing of theft. 


Of extortion 
Extortion. 
Of robbery and dacoity 
Robbery. 
Dacoity. 


Robbery, or dacoity, with attempt to cause death or grievous 
hurt. 
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324. 
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328; 


Attempt to commit robbery or dacoity when armed with deadly 
weapon. 


Punishment for belonging to gang of robbers, etc. 


Of criminal misappropriation of property 


Dishonest misappropriation of property. 
Dishonest misappropriation of property possessed by 
deceased person at the time of his _— death. 


Of criminal breach of trust 


Criminal breach of trust. 


Of receiving stolen property 


Stolen property. 


Of cheating 


Cheating. 
Cheating by personation. 


Of fraudulent deeds and dispositions of property. 


Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property to 
prevent distribution among creditors. 


Dishonestly or fraudulently preventing debt being available for 
creditors. 


Dishonest or fraudulent execution of deed of transfer 
containing false statement of consideration. 


Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property. 


Of mischief 


Mischief. 
Mischief by killing or maiming animal. 
Mischief by injury, inundation, fire or explosive substance, etc. 


Mischief with intent to destroy or make unsafe a rail, aircraft, 
decked vessel or one of twenty tons burden. 


Punishment for intentionally running vessel aground or 
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334. 


ashore with intent to commit theft, etc. 


Of criminal trespass 


Criminal trespass and house-trespass. 
House-trespass and house-breaking. 

Punishment for house-trespass or house-breaking. 
House-trespass in order to commit offence. 


House-trespass after preparation for hurt, assault or wrongful 
restraint. 


Dishonestly breaking open receptacle containing property. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY 


350); 
336; 
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338. 
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340. 


341. 


342. 


343. 


344. 


345. 
346. 
347. 


MARKS 


Making a false document. 

Forgery. 

Forgery of record of Court or of public register, etc. 
Forgery of valuable security, will, etc. 


Having possession of document described in section 337 or 
section 338, knowing it to be forged and intending to use it as 
genuine. 


Forged document or electronic record and using it as genuine. 


Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to 
commit forgery punishable under section 338. 


Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating 
documents described in section 338, or possessing counterfeit 
marked material. 


Fraudulent cancellation, destruction, etc., of will, authority to 
adopt, or valuable security. 


Falsification of accounts. 
Of property marks 
Property mark. 


Tampering with property mark with intent to cause injury. 
Counterfeiting a property mark. 


348. Making or possession of any instrument for counterfeiting a 
property mark. 


349. Selling goods marked with a counterfeit property mark. 
350. Making a false mark upon any receptacle containing goods. 
CHAPTER XIX 


OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULT, ANNOYANCE, 
DEFAMATION, ETC. 


351. Criminal intimidation. 
352. Intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of peace. 
353. Statements conducing to public mischief. 


354. Act caused by inducing person to believe that he will be 
rendered an object of Divine displeasure. 


355. Misconduct in public by a drunken person. 


Of defamation 


356. Defamation. 


Of breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless 
person. 


357. Breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless 
person. 


CHAPTER XX 
REPEAL AND SAVING 


358. Repeal and savings. 


Note: For Reference only. 
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CORRESPONDING SECTION TABLE OF BNS WITH REPEALED ACT 


Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, Indian Penal Code, 1860 
2023 


CHAPTER I — PRELIMINARY CHAPTER I — INTRODUCTION 


1. Short title, commencement and 
application 


1. Title and extent of operation of the 
i(1} Code. 


1(2) New Section 


1(3) 2. Punishment of offences committed 
within India. 


1(4) 3. Punishment of offences committed 
beyond, but which by law may be 
tried within, India. 


4. Extension of Code to extra- 
territorial offences. 


5. Certain laws not to be affected by 
this Act. 


2(1) ‘act’ 33. “Act”. “Omission” 


2(4) ‘counterfeit’ 


2(5) ‘Court’ 20. “Court of Justice”. 
“2(6)‘deathy i tst—<‘s™s~SCOCS@YS: 46.“Death, st sst—‘i—sSS 
“2(7)‘dishonestlyy i (ast (ai(i‘é;SC*@r:! 24.“Dishonestly”. 
2(8)‘document’ i ti (i(‘C;O;!C*@r; 29.“Document”. 
‘Deleted | 29A.“Electronic record”. 
2(9) fraudulently’ ‘| 25.“Fraudulently” = 
2(10)‘gender’ i t—<‘i‘is~SC‘S@YT 8.Gender. i sti(‘;;~™ 
2(11) ‘good faithy = ~~ ~=— | 52.*Goodfaithy = 
2(12)‘Government’ == =~—Sm" | 17. “Government”. ————~— 
‘Deleted .. £[48.“India”S 
2(13) ‘harbour i tsti(‘;O!;!C*@%: 52A.“Harbour. 
2(14)‘injuryy i at (sststi‘;~*@™S 44.“Injury”.. 
“2(15)tillegal’  —titi‘sSCS@dé: 43. “Illegal”. “Legally bound to do”. — 
2(16) ‘Judge’ (wt‘“‘C:éCOCOCOC;*#*‘AQONNSUQO”00—“—i<‘“‘“‘CSO™SCS™S 
27) ite = ih A5.*Life’". == = -  --—— 
2(18)‘locallaw’ i sti(i‘S;SCOC;C;*@€: 42.“Locallaw”..  ti(i‘™SCSCS 
2(19)‘man”  ———<“‘—S™SOSC~:~:~”~”~ SY 0 Man”. “Woman” 
"3(20) ‘month’ and year” 49. “Year”. “Month”. 
-2(21) ‘movable property’ —i(itstés@Y?*CO 22.“Movable property” s—~™S 
-2(22)‘number) i tt—(‘SOSCSC;™C*@d 9.Number. 
2(23)‘oathy tt tt—<‘i‘i‘<i<‘iwdS;*s B1.*Oath”, 
(2(24) ‘offence’ i tst—‘isSCS@Y 40.“Offence’. tt st—‘isSS 
"2(25) “omission” 33. “Act”. “Omission” 
2(26) ‘person’ ~~—~—<C 14. “Person. iti‘ ;CSOS 
-2(27) ‘public’ itst—<‘“‘—‘“‘“‘é;SCS*dCA Ric 
‘Deleted | 14-“Servant of Government”. — 
2(28) ‘public servant’ = (asti(‘;S*é‘s*@™S:S 21.“Public servant”. 
-2(29) ‘reason to believe’ i (atti (stsis™YS 26.“Reasonto believe” 
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2(38) ‘gaining wrongfully’ and ‘losing 
wrongfully’ 


3. General explanations 


3(1) 


3(2) 


3(3) 


3(4) 


3(5) 


. “gaining wrongfully’ and ‘losing 
wrongfully”. 


New Sub-Section 


6. Definitions in the Code to be 


understood subject to exceptions. 


7. Sense of expression 
explained. 


once 


27. Property in possession of wife, 
clerk or servant. 


32. Words referring to acts include 
illegal omissions. 


34. Acts done by several persons in 
furtherance of common intention. 


35. When such an act is criminal by 
reason of its being done with a 
criminal knowledge or intention. 


36. Effect caused partly by act and 
partly by omission. 


37. Co-operation by doing one of 
several acts constituting an offence. 


38. Persons concerned in criminal act 
may be guilty of different offences. 


CHAPTER II -— OF PUNISHMENTS | CHAPTER III - OF PUNISHMENTS 
4. Punishments. 53. Punishments. 


Deleted 53A. Construction of reference to 
transportation. 


5. Commutation of sentence. 


5(a) 54. Commutation of sentence of 
death. 


5(b) 55. Commutation of sentence of 
imprisonment for life. 


6. Fractions of terms of punishment. | 57. Fractions of terms of 
punishment. 


7. Sentence may be (in certain cases |60. Sentence may be (in certain 
of imprisonment) wholly or partly} cases of imprisonment) wholly or 
rigorous or simple. partly rigorous or simple. 


8. Amount of fine, liability in default of 
payment of fine, etc. 


8(1) 
63. Amount of fine 


8(2) 64. Sentence of imprisonment for 
non-payment of fine. 


8(3) 65. Limit to imprisonment for non- 
payment of fine, when 
imprisonment and fine awardable. 


8(4) 66. Description of imprisonment for 


non-payment of fine. 

8(5) 67. Imprisonment for non-payment 

of fine, when offence punishable 
with fine only. 


8(6)(a) 


68. Imprisonment to terminate on 
payment of fine. 

8(6)(b) 69. Termination of imprisonment on 
payment of proportional part of 
fine. 


70. Fine leviable within six years, of 
during imprisonment. Death not to 
discharge property from liability. 


71. Limit of punishment of offence 
made up of several offences. 


9. Limit of punishment of offence 
made up of several offences. 


10. Punishment of person guilty of | 72. Punishment of person guilty of 

one of several offences, judgment! one of several offences, the 

stating that it is doubtful of which. judgment stating that it is doubtful 
of which. 


73. Solitary confinement. 
74. Limit of solitary confinement. 


13. Enhanced punishment for certain | 75. Enhanced punishment for certain 

offences after previous conviction. offences under Chapter XII or 
Chapter XVII after previous 
conviction. 


11. Solitary confinement. 


12. Limit of solitary confinement. 


CHAPTER III 


GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


CHAPTER IV 


GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


14. Act done by a person bound, or by 
mistake of fact believing himself 
bound, by law. 


15. Act when 


judicially. 


of Judge acting 


16. Act done pursuant to judgment or 
order of Court. 


17. Act done by a person justified, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself 
justified, by law. 


18. Accident in doing a lawful act. 


19. Act likely to cause harm, but done 
without criminal intent, and_ to 


prevent other harm. 


20. Act of a child under seven years of 
age. 


21. Act of a child above seven and 
under twelve years of age of 
immature understanding. 


22. Act of a person of unsound mind. 


23. Act of a person incapable of 
judgment by reason of intoxication 
caused against his will. 


24. Offence requiring a_ particular 
intent or knowledge committed by 
one who is intoxicated. 


76. Act done by a person bound, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself 
bound, by law. 


77. Act of Judge when 
judicially. 


acting 


78. Act done pursuant to the 
judgment or order of Court. 


79. Act done by a person justified, or 
by mistake of fact believing himself, 
justified, by law. 


80. Accident in doing a lawful act. 


81. Act likely to cause harm, but 
done without criminal intent, and to 
prevent other harm. 


82. Act of a child under seven years 
of age. 


83. Act of a child above seven and 
under twelve of immature 
understanding. 


84. Act of a person of unsound mind. 


85. Act of a person incapable of 
judgment by reason of intoxication 
caused against his will. 


86. Offence requiring a particular 
intent or knowledge committed by 
one who is intoxicated. 


25. Act not intended and not known to 
be likely to cause death or grievous 
hurt, done by consent. 


26. Act not intended to cause death, 
done by consent in good faith for 
person’s benefit. 


27. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of child or person of unsound mind, 
by or by consent of guardian. 


28. Consent known to be given under 
fear or misconception. 


29. Exclusion of acts which are 
offences independently of harm 
caused. 


30. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of a person without consent. 


31. Communication made 
faith. 


in good 


32. Act to which a person is compelled 
by threats. 


33. Act causing slight harm. 


Of right of private defence 


34. Things done in private defence. 


35. Right of private defence of body 
and of property. 


87. Act not intended and not known 
to be likely to cause death or 
grievous hurt, done by consent. 


88. Act not intended to cause death, 
done by consent in good faith for 
person's benefit. 


89. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of child or insane person, by or by 
consent of guardian. 


90. Consent known to be given under 
fear or misconception. 


91. Exclusion of acts which are 
offences independently of harm 
caused. 


92. Act done in good faith for benefit 
of a person without consent. 


93. Communication made in good 
faith. 


94. Act to which a person is 
compelled by threats. 


95. Act causing slight harm. 
Of the Right of Private Defence 


96. Things done in private defence. 


97. Right of private defence of the 
body and of property. 


36. Right of private defence against 
act of a person of unsound mind, etc. 


37. Acts against which there is no 
right of private defence. 


38. When right of private defence of 
the body extends to causing death. 


39. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


40. Commencement and continuance 
of right of private defence of body. 


41. When right of private defence of 
property extends to causing death. 


42. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


43. Commencement and continuance 
of the right of private defence of 
property. 


44. Right of private defence against 
deadly assault when there is risk of 
harm to innocent person. 


CHAPTER IV 


OF ABETMENT, CRIMINAL 
CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT 


Of abetment 


98. Right of private defence against 
the act of a person of unsound 
mind, etc. 


99. Acts against which there is no 
right of private defence. 


100. When the right of private 
defence of the body extends to 
causing death. 


101. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


102. Commencement and 
continuance of the right of private 
defence of the body. 


103. When the right of private 
defence of property extends to 
causing death. 


104. When such right extends to 
causing any harm other than death. 


105. Commencement and 
continuance of the right of private 
defence of property. 


106. Right of private defence against 
deadly assault when there is risk of 
harm to innocent person. 


CHAPTER V 


OF ABETMENT 


45. Abetment of a thing. 107. Abetment of a thing. 


46. Abettor. 


47. Abetment in India of offences 
outside India. 


48. Abetment outside India for 
offence in India. 


49. Punishment of abetment if act 
abetted is committed in consequence 
and where no express provision is 
made for its punishment. 


50. Punishment of abetment if person 
abetted does act with different 
intention from that of abettor. 


51. Liability of abettor when one act 
abetted and different act done. 


52. Abettor when liable to cumulative 
punishment for act abetted and for 
act done. 


53. Liability of abettor for an effect 
caused by act abetted different from 
that intended by abettor. 


54. Abettor present when offence is 
committed. 


55. Abetment of offence punishable 
with death or imprisonment for life. 


108. Abettor. 


108A. Abetment in India of offences 
outside India. 


109. Punishment of abetment if the 
act abetted is committed in 
consequence and where no express 
provision is made for _ its 
punishment. 


110. Punishment of abetment if 
person abetted does act with 
different intention from that of 
abettor. 


111. Liability of abettor when one act 
abetted and different act done. 


112. Abettor when liable’ to 
cumulative punishment for act 
abetted and for act done. 


113. Liability of abettor for an effect 
caused by the act abetted different 
from that intended by the abettor. 


114. Abettor present when offence is 
committed. 


115. Abetment of offence punishable 
with death or imprisonment for 
life.—if offence not committed. 


56. Abetment of offence punishable 
with imprisonment. 


57. Abetting commission of offence by 
public or by more than ten persons. 


58. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life. 


59. Public servant concealing design 
to commit offence which it is his duty 
to prevent. 


60. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 


Of criminal conspiracy 


61. Criminal conspiracy. 


61(1) 


Of attempt 


116. Abetment of offence punishable 
with imprisonment—if offence be 
not committed. 


117. Abetting commission of offence 
by the public or by more than ten 
persons. 


118. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life. 


119. Public servant concealing design 
to commit offence which 
duty to prevent. 


it is his 


120. Concealing design to commit 
offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 


CHAPTER VA 


CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY 


120A. Definition of 
conspiracy. 


criminal 


120B. Punishment of 
conspiracy. 


criminal 


CHAPTER XXIII 


OF ATTEMPTS TO COMMIT 
OFFENCES 


62. Punishment for attempting to|511. Punishment for attempting to 
commit offences punishable with] commit offences punishable with 


imprisonment for life or other] imprisonment for life or other 
imprisonment. imprisonment. 


CHAPTER V CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST WOMAN OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
AND CHILD HUMAN BODY 


Of sexual offences Sexual Offences 


63. Rape. 375. Rape. 
64. Punishment for rape. 376. Punishment for rape. 


65. Punishment for rape in certain 
cases. 

376(3) 
65(1) 


65(2) 376AB. Punishment for rape on 
woman under twelve years of age. 


66. Punishment for causing death or | 376A. Punishment for causing death 
resulting in persistent vegetative | or resulting in persistent vegetative 
state of victim. state of victim. 


67. Sexual intercourse by husband | 376B. Sexual intercourse by husband 
upon his wife during separation. upon his wife during separation. 


68. Sexual intercourse by a person in | 376C. Sexual intercourse by a person 
authority. in authority. 


69. Sexual intercourse by 
employing deceitful means etc. 
70. Gang rape. 
70(1) 376D. Gang rape. 


70(2) (Gang Rape - Below 18 years) 


71. Punishment for repeat offenders. 


Deleted 


72. Disclosure of identity of victim of 
certain offences, etc. 


73. Printing or publishing of any 
matter relating to Court proceedings 
without permission. 


Of criminal force and assault 
against woman 


74. Assault or use of criminal force to 
woman with intent to outrage her 
modesty. 


75. Sexual harassment. 


76. Assault or use of criminal force to 
woman with intent to disrobe. 


376DA.Punishment for gang rape on 
woman under sixteen years of age. 


376DB. Punishment for gang rape on 


woman under twelve years of age. 


376E. Punishment 
offenders. 


377. Unnatural Offences 


228A. Disclosure of identity of the 
victim of certain offences, etc. 


for repeat 


228A (3) 


Of criminal force and assault 


354. Assault or criminal force to 
woman with intent to outrage her 
modesty. 


354A. Sexual harassment = and 
punishment for sexual harassment. 


354B. Assault or use of criminal force 
to woman with intent to disrobe. 


77. Voyeurism. 354C. Voyeurism. 
78. Stalking. 354D. Stalking 


79. Word, gesture or act intended to 
insult modesty of a woman. 


Of offences relating to marriage 


509. Word, gesture or act intended 
to insult the modesty of a woman. 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 
Of offences affecting life 
80. Dowry death. 304B. Dowry death. 


CHAPTER XX 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
MARRIAGE 


81. Cohabitation caused by man|493. Cohabitation caused by a man 
deceitfully inducing belief of lawful | deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful 
marriage. marriage. 


82. Marrying again during lifetime of 
husband or wife. 
494. Marrying again during lifetime 
82(1) of husband or wife. 


495. Same offence with concealment 
of former marriage from person 
with whom subsequent marriage is 
contracted. 


83. Marriage ceremony fraudulently | 496. Marriage ceremony fraudulently 
gone through without lawful! gone through without lawful 
marriage. marriage. 


Deleted 497. Adultery 


84. Enticing or taking away or|498. Enticing or taking away or 
detaining with criminal intent a]| detaining with criminal intent a 
married woman. married woman. 


CHAPTER XXA 


CRUELTY BY HUSBAND OR 
RELATIVES OF HUSBAND 


85. Husband or relative of husband of |}498A. Husband or _ relative’ of 
a woman subjecting her to cruelty. husband of a woman subjecting her 
to cruelty. 


86. Cruelty Defined 498A. Explanation 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Of Kidnapping, Abduction, 
Slavery and Forced Labour 


87. Kidnapping, abducting or inducing | 366. Kidnapping, abducting’ or 
woman to compel her marriage, etc. | inducing woman to compel her 
marriage, etc. 


Of causing of miscarriage, etc. Of the causing of Miscarriage, of 
Injuries to unborn Children, of 
the exposure of infants, and of 
the Concealment of Births 


88. Causing miscarriage. 312. Causing miscarriage. 


89. Causing miscarriage without | 313. Causing miscarriage without 
woman’s consent. woman's consent. 


90. Death caused by act done with | 314. Death caused by act done with 
intent to cause miscarriage. intent to cause miscarriage. 


91. Act done with intent to prevent | 315. Act done with intent to prevent 
child being born alive or to cause to| child being born alive or to cause it 
die after birth. to die after birth. 


92. Causing death of quick unborn | 316. Causing death of quick unborn 
child by act amounting to culpable | child by act amounting to culpable 
homicide. homicide. 


93. Exposure and abandonment of 
child under twelve years, by parent 
or person having care of it. 


94. Concealment of birth by secret 
disposal of dead body. 


95. Hiring, employing or engaging 
a child to commit an offence. 


96. Procuration of child. 


97. Kidnapping or abducting child 
under ten years with intent to steal 
from its person. 


98. Selling child for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


99. Buying child for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


CHAPTER VI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Of offences affecting life 


317. Exposure and abandonment of 
child under twelve years, by parent 
or person having care of it. 


318. Concealment of birth by secret 
disposal of dead body. 


366A. Procuration of minor girl. 


369. Kidnapping or abducting child 
under ten years with intent to steal 
from its person. 


372. Selling minor for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


373. Buying minor for purposes of 
prostitution, etc. 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
HUMAN BODY 


Of Offences affecting Life 


100. Culpable homicide. 299. Culpable homicide 


101. Murder. 


102. Culpable homicide by causing 
death of person other than person 
whose death was intended. 


103. Punishment for murder. 


300. Murder. 


301. Culpable homicide by causing 
death of person other than person 
whose death was intended. 


302. Punishment for murder. 


104. Punishment for murder by life- | 303. Punishment for murder by life- 
convict. convict. 


105. Punishment for culpable | 304. Punishment for culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder. homicide not amounting to murder. 


106. Causing death by negligence. 304A. Causing death by negligence. 
106(2) Hit & Run New Sub-Section 


107. Abetment of suicide of child or | 305. Abetment of suicide of child or 
person of unsound mind. insane person. 


108. Abetment of suicide. 306. Abetment of suicide. 
109. Attempt to murder. 307. Attempt to murder. 


110. Attempt to commit culpable | 308. Attempt to commit culpable 
homicide. homicide. 


111. Organised crime 


113. Terrorist act. 


Of hurt Of Hurt 
114. Hurt. 319. Hurt 


115. Voluntarily causing hurt. 


115(1) 321. Voluntarily causing hurt. 


115(2) 323. Punishment for voluntarily 
causing hurt. 


116. Grievous hurt. 320. Grievous hurt. 


Li7; 
hurt. 


Voluntarily causing grievous 


117(1) 


117(2) 


118. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt by dangerous weapons 
or means. 


118(1) 


118(2) 


119. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt to extort property, or 
to constrain to an illegal act. 


119(1) 


119(2) 


120. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt to extort confession, or 
to compel restoration of property. 


120(1) 


120(2) 


322. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt. 


325. Punishment for 
causing grievous hurt. 


voluntarily 


324. Voluntarily causing hurt by 
dangerous weapons or means. 


326. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt by dangerous weapons or 
means. 


327. Voluntarily causing hurt to 
extort property, or to constrain to 
an illegal to an act. 


329. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt to extort property, or to 
constrain to an illegal act. 


330. Voluntarily causing hurt to 
extort confession, or to compel 
restoration of property. 


331. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt to extort confession, or to 
compel restoration of property. 


121. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt to deter public servant 
from his duty. 


121(1) 


121(2) 


122. Voluntarily causing hurt or 
grievous hurt on provocation. 


332. Voluntarily causing hurt to deter 
public servant from his duty. 


333. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt to deter public servant from his 
duty. 


334. Voluntarily causing hurt on 
provocation. 


122(1) 


122(2) 


123. Causing hurt by means of 
poison, etc., with intent to commit 
an offence. 


124. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt 
by use of acid, etc. 


124(1) 


124(2) 


125. Act endangering life or personal 
safety of others. 


125(a) 


335. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt on provocation. 


328. Causing hurt by means of 
poison, etc., with intent to commit 
and offence. 


326A. Voluntarily causing grievous 
hurt by use of acid, etc. 


326B. Voluntarily throwing 
attempting to throw acid. 


or 


336. Act endangering life or personal 
safety of others. 


337. Causing hurt by act 
endangering life or personal safety 
of others. 


125(b) 


Of wrongful restraint and 
wrongful confinement 


126. Wrongful restraint. 


126(1) 


126(2) 


127. Wrongful confinement. 


127(1) 


127(2) 


127(3) 


127(4) 


127(5) 


127(6) 


127(7) 


127(8) 


338. Causing grievous hurt by act 
endangering life or personal safety 
of others. 


Of wrongful restraint and 
wrongful confinement 


339. Wrongful restraint. 


341. Punishment for wrongful 
restraint. 


340. Wrongful confinement. 


342. Punishment for wrongful 
confinement. 


343. Wrongful confinement for three 
or more days. 


344. Wrongful confinement for ten or 
more days. 


345. Wrongful confinement of person 
for whose liberation writ has been 
issued. 


346. Wrongful confinement in secret. 


347. Wrongful confinement to extort 


property, or constrain to illegal act. 


348. Wrongful confinement to extort 
confession, or compel restoration of 
property. 


Of criminal force and assault 


128. Force. 


130. Assault. 


131. Punishment for assault or 
criminal force otherwise than on 
grave provocation. 


132. Assault or criminal force to deter 
public servant from discharge of his 
duty 


133. Assault or criminal force with 
intent to dishonour person, 
otherwise than on grave 
provocation. 


134. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt to commit theft of property 
carried by a person. 


135. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt to wrongfully to confine a 
person. 


136. Assault or criminal force on 


grave provocation. 


Of kidnapping, abduction, slavery 
and forced labour 


137. Kidnapping. 


137(1) 


129. Criminal force. 


Of Criminal Force and Assault 


350. Criminal force 


351. Assault. 


349. Force 


352. Punishment for assault or 
criminal force otherwise than on 
grave provocation. 


353. Assault or criminal force to 
deter public servant from discharge 
of his duty 


355. Assault or criminal force with 
intent to  dishonour _ person, 
otherwise than on grave 
provocation. 


356. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt to commit theft of property 
carried by a person. 


357. Assault or criminal force in 
attempt wrongfully to confine a 
person. 


358. Assault or criminal force on 
grave provocation. 


Of Kidnapping, Abduction, 
Slavery and Forced Labour 


359. Kidnapping. 


137(1)(a) 360. Kidnapping from India. 


137(1)(b) 361. Kidnapping from lawful 
guardianship. 


137(2) 363. Punishment for kidnapping. 


138. Abduction. 362. Abduction. 


139. Kidnapping or maiming a child | 363A. Kidnapping or maiming a 
for purposes of begging. minor for purposes of begging. 


140. Kidnapping or abducting in order 


to murder or for ransom etc. 
364. Kidnapping or abducting in 


140(1) order to murder. 
140(2) 364A. Kidnapping for ransom, etc. 


140(3) 365. Kidnapping or abducting with 
intent secretly and wrongfully to 
confine person. 


140(4) 367. Kidnapping or abducting in 
order to subject person to grievous 
hurt, slavery, etc. 


141. Importation of girl or boy from | 366B. Importation of girl from 
foreign country. foreign country. 


142. Wrongfully concealing or keeping | 368. Wrongfully concealing or 
in confinement, kidnapped or| keeping in confinement, kidnapped 
abducted person. or abducted person. 


143. Trafficking of person. 370. Trafficking of person. 


144. Exploitation of a trafficked 370A. Exploitation of a trafficked 
person. person 


145. Habitual dealing in slaves. 


146. Unlawful compulsory labour. 


CHAPTER VII 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE 
STATE 


147. Waging, or attempting to wage 
war, or abetting waging of war, 
against Government of India. 


148. Conspiracy to commit offences 
punishable by section 147. 


149. Collecting arms, etc., with 
intention of waging war against 
Government of India. 


150. Concealing with intent to 


facilitate design to wage war. 


151. Assaulting President, Governor, 
etc., with intent to compel or restrain 
exercise of any lawful power. 


Deleted 


152. Acts endangering 
sovereignty, unity and integrity 
of India. 


153. Waging war against Government 
of any foreign State at peace with 
Government of India. 


371. Habitual dealing in slaves. 
374. Unlawful compulsory labour. 


CHAPTER VI 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE 
STATE 


121. Waging, or attempting to wage 
war, or abetting waging of war, 
against the Government of India. 


121A. Conspiracy to commit offences 
punishable by section 121. 


122. Collecting arms, etc., with 
intention of waging war against the 
Government of India. 


123. Concealing with intent to 
facilitate design to wage war. 


124. Assaulting President, Governor, 
etc., with intent to compel or 
restrain the exercise of any lawful 
power. 


124A. Sedition 


125. Waging war against any Asiatic 
Power in- alliance with the 
Government of India. 


154. Committing depredation on 
territories of foreign State at peace 
with Government of India. 


155. Receiving property taken by war 
or depredation mentioned in sections 
153 and 154. 


156. Public servant voluntarily 
allowing prisoner of State or war to 
escape. 


157. Public servant negligently 
suffering such prisoner to escape. 


158. Aiding escape of, rescuing or 
harbouring such prisoner. 


CHAPTER VIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE 
ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE 


159. Abetting mutiny, or attempting 
to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman 
from his duty. 


160. Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is 
committed in consequence thereof. 


161. Abetment of assault by soldier, 

sailor or airman on his superior 
officer, when in execution of his 
office. 


162. Abetment of such assault, if 
assault committed. 


126. Committing depredation on 
territories of Power at peace with 
the Government of India. 


127. Receiving property taken by war 
or depredation mentioned in 
sections 125 and 126. 


128. Public servant voluntarily 
allowing prisoner of state or war to 
escape. 


129. Public servant negligently 
suffering such prisoner to escape. 


130. Aiding escape of, rescuing or 
harbouring such prisoner. 


CHAPTER VII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE 
ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE 


131. Abetting mutiny, or attempting 
to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman 
from his duty. 


132. Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is 
committed in consequence thereof. 


133. Abetment of assault by soldier, 

sailor or airman on his superior 
officer, when in execution of his 
office. 


134. Abetment of such assault, if the 
assault committed. 


163. Abetment of desertion of soldier,| 135. Abetment of desertion of 
sailor or airman. soldier, sailor or airman. 


164. Harbouring deserter. 136. Harbouring deserter. 


165. Deserter concealed on board|137. Deserter concealed on board 
merchant vessel through negligence | merchant vessel through 
of master. negligence of master. 


166. Abetment of act of | 138. Abetment of act of 
insubordination by soldier, sailor or | insubordination by soldier, sailor or 
airman. airman. 


167. Persons subject to certain Acts. | 139. Persons subject to certain Acts. 


168. Wearing garb or carrying token | 140. Wearing garb or carrying token 
used by soldier, sailor or airman. used by soldier, sailor or airman. 


CHAPTER IX CHAPTER IXA 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
ELECTIONS ELECTIONS 


169. Candidate, electoral right|171A. “Candidate”, “Electoral right” 
defined. defined. 


174. Punishment for undue influence | 171F. Punishment for undue 
or personation at an election. influence or personation at an 
election. 


175. False statement in connection 
with an election. 


176. Illegal payments in connection 
with an election. 


177. Failure 
accounts. 


to keep election 


CHAPTER X 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
COIN, CURRENCY-NOTES, BANK- 
NOTES, AND GOVERNMENT 
STAMPS 


178. Counterfeiting coin, Government 
stamps, currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


Explanation 


178 (1) 


178 (2) 
178 (3) 
178 (4) 


178 (5) 


171G. False statement in connection 
with an election. 


171H. Illegal payments in connection 
with an election. 


171-I. Failure to keep election 


accounts. 


CHAPTER XII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
COIN AND GOVERNMENT 
STAMPS 


231. Counterfeiting coin. 


255. Counterfeiting Government 
stamp. 


489A. Counterfeiting currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 


Explanation to 489A 
230. “Coin” defined. 
Explanation to 255 


Explanation to 231 


246. Fraudulently or dishonestly 
diminishing weight or altering 
composition of coin. 


179. Using as genuine, forged or 
counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 


248. Altering appearance of coin with 
intent that it shall pass as coin of 
different description. 


(reference to ‘Indian coin’ removed) 


237. Import or export of counterfeit 
coin. 


238. Import or export of counterfeits 
of the Indian coin. 


239. Delivery of coin, possessed with 
knowledge that it is counterfeit. 


240. Delivery of Indian _ coin, 
possessed with knowledge that it is 
counterfeit. 


241. Delivery of coin as genuine, 
which, when first possessed, the 
deliverer did not know to be 
counterfeit. 


250. Delivery of coin, possessed with 
knowledge that it is altered. 


251. Delivery of Indian _ coin, 
possessed with knowledge that it is 
altered. 


254. Delivery of coin as genuine, 
which, when first possessed, the 
deliverer did not know to be altered. 


258. Sale of counterfeit Government 
stamp. 


260. Using as genuine a Government 
stamp known to be counterfeit. 


489B. Using as genuine, forged or 
counterfeit currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


180. Possession of forged or 
counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 


181. 


Making 
instruments or materials for forging 
or counterfeiting coin, Government 


or possessing 


stamp, bank- 


notes. 


currency-notes or 


242. Possession of counterfeit coin 

by person who knew it to be 
counterfeit when he became 
possessed thereof. 


243. Possession of Indian coin by 
person who knew _ it 
counterfeit when he 
possessed thereof. 


252. Possession of coin by person 
who knew it to be altered when he 
became possessed thereof. 


253. Possession of Indian coin by 
person who knew it to be altered 
when he became __ possessed 
thereof. 


259. Having possession of 
counterfeit Government stamp. 


489C. Possession of forged or 
counterfeit currency-notes or 
bank-notes. 


233. Making or selling instrument for 
counterfeiting coin. 


234. Making or selling instrument for 
counterfeiting Indian coin. 


235. Possession of instrument or 
material for the purpose of using 
the same for counterfeiting coin. 


256. Having possession of 
instrument or material for 
counterfeiting Government stamp. 


257. Making or selling instrument for 
counterfeiting Government stamp. 


489D. Making or possessing 
instruments or materials for 


forging or counterfeiting currency 
notes or bank-notes. 


Deleted 236. Abetting in India the 
counterfeiting out of India of 
coin. 


182. Making or using documents 489E. Making or using documents 
resembling currency-notes or bank- resembling currency-notes or 
notes. bank-notes. 


183. Effacing writing from substance | 261. Effacing writing from substance 
bearing Government stamp, or} bearing Government stamp, or 
removing from document a stamp| removing from document a stamp 
used for it, with intent to cause loss | used for it, with intent to cause loss 
to Government. to Government. 


184. Using Government stamp known | 262. Using Government stamp 
to have been before used. known to have been before used 


185. Erasure of mark denoting that | 263. Erasure of mark denoting that 
stamp has been used. stamp has been used 


186. Prohibition of fictitious stamps. | 263A. Prohibition of fictitious stamps. 


187. Person employed in mint causing | 244. Person employed in mint 
coin to be of different weight or| causing coin to be of different 
composition from that fixed by law. weight or composition from that 

fixed by law. 


188. Unlawfully taking coining 245. Unlawfully taking coining 
instrument from mint. instrument from mint. 


CHAPTER XI CHAPTER VIII 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE 
PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


189. Unlawful assembly. 


189 (1) 


189 (2) 


189 (3) 


189 (4) 


189 (5) 


189 (6) 
189 (7) 


189 (8) 


189 (9) 


190. Every member of unlawful 
assembly guilty of offence 
committed in prosecution of 
common object. 


191. Rioting. 


194(15 


191 (2) 


191-(3) 


141. Unlawful assembly. 
143. Punishment. 


145. Joining or continuing in unlawful 
assembly, knowing it has been 
commanded to disperse. 


144. Joining unlawful assembly 
armed with deadly weapon. 


151. Knowingly joining or continuing 
in assembly of five or more persons 
after it has been commanded to 
disperse. 


150. Hiring, or conniving at hiring, of 
persons to join unlawful assembly. 
157. Harbouring persons hired for an 


unlawful assembly. 


158. Being hired to take part in an 
unlawful assembly or riot. 


158. or to go armed. 


149. Every member of unlawful 
assembly guilty of offence 
committed in prosecution of 
common object. 


146. Rioting. 


147. Punishment for rioting. 


148. Rioting, armed with deadly 
weapon. 


192. Wantonly giving provocation 
with intent to cause riot- if rioting be 
committed; if not committed. 


193. Liability of owner, occupier etc., 
of land on which an_ unlawful 
assembly or riot takes place. 


193(1) 


193 (2) 


£93 (3) 


194. Affray. 


194 (1) 


194 (2) 


195. Assaulting or obstructing public 
servant when suppressing riot, etc. 


196. Promoting enmity between 
different groups on_ ground of 
religion, race, place of birth, 
residence, language, etc., and doing 
acts prejudicial to maintenance of 


harmony. 


Deleted 


153. Wantonly giving provocation 
with intent to cause riot—if rioting 
be committed; if not committed. 


154. Owner or occupier of land on 
which an unlawful assembly is held. 


155. Liability of person for whose 
benefit riot is committed. 


156. Liability of agent of owner or 
occupier for whose benefit riot is 
committed. 


159. Affray. 


160. Punishment for committing 
affray. 


152. Assaulting or obstructing public 
servant when suppressing riot, etc. 


153A. Promoting enmity between 
different groups on ground of 
religion, race, place of birth, 
residence, language, etc., and 
doing acts prejudicial to 
maintenance of harmony. 


153AA. Punishment for 
knowingly carrying arms in any 
procession or organizing, or 
holding or taking part in any 
mass drill or mass training with 
arms. 


197. Imputations, assertions | 153B. Imputations, assertions 
prejudicial to national integration. prejudicial to national integration. 


CHAPTER XII CHAPTER IX 


OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING 
TO PUBLIC SERVANTS TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


198. Public servant disobeying law, | 166. Public servant disobeying law, 
with intent to cause injury to any | with intent to cause injury to any 
person. person. 


199. Public servant disobeying |166A. Public servant disobeying 
direction under law. direction under law. 


200. Punishment for non-treatment of | 166B. Punishment for non-treatment 
victim. of victim. 


201. Public servant framing an/167. Public servant framing an 
incorrect document with intent to} incorrect document with intent to 
Cause injury. Cause injury. 


202. Public servant unlawfully |168. Public servant unlawfully 
engaging in trade. engaging in trade. 


203. Public servant unlawfully buying | 169. Public servant unlawfully buying 
or bidding for property. or bidding for property. 


204. Personating a public servant. 170. Personating a public servant. 


205. Wearing garb or carrying token | 171. Wearing garb or carrying token 
used by public servant with} used by public servant’ with 
fraudulent intent. fraudulent intent. 


CHAPTER XIII CHAPTER X 


OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL | OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL 
AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC 
SERVANTS SERVANTS 


206. Absconding to avoid service of 
summons or other proceeding. 


207. Preventing service of summons 
or other proceeding, or preventing 
publication thereof. 


208. Non-attendance in obedience to 
an order from public servant. 


209. Non-appearance in response to a 
proclamation under section 84 of 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
, 2023. 


210. Omission to produce document 
or electronic record to public servant 
by person legally bound to produce 
it. 


211. Omission to give notice or 
information to public servant by 
person legally bound to give it. 


212. Furnishing false information. 


213. Refusing oath or affirmation 
when duly required by public servant 
to make it. 


214. Refusing to answer public 
servant authorised to question. 


215. Refusing to sign statement. 


216. False statement on oath or 
affirmation to public servant or 
person authorised to administer an 
oath or affirmation. 


172. Absconding to avoid service of 
summons or other proceeding. 


173. Preventing service of summons 
or other proceeding, or preventing 
publication thereof. 


174. Non-attendance in obedience to 
an order from public servant. 


174A. Non-appearance in response 
to a proclamation under section 82 
of Act 2 of 1974. 


175. Omission to produce document 
to public servant by person legally 
bound to produce it. 


176. Omission to give notice or 
information to public servant by 
person legally bound to give it. 


177. Furnishing false information. 


178. Refusing oath or affirmation 
when duly required by _ public 
servant to make it. 


179. Refusing to answer public 
servant authorised to question. 


180. Refusing to sign statement. 


181. False statement on oath or 
affirmation to public servant or 
person authorised to administer an 
oath or affirmation. 


217. False information, with intent to 
cause public servant to use his lawful 
power to injury of another person. 


218. Resistance to taking of property 
by lawful authority of a public 
servant. 


219. Obstructing sale of property 
offered for sale by authority of public 
servant. 


220. Illegal purchase or bid for 
property offered for sale by authority 
of public servant. 


221. Obstructing public servant in 
discharge of public functions. 


222. Omission to assist public servant 
when bound by law to_ give 
assistance. 


223. Disobedience to order 
promulgated by public servant. 


duly 


224. Threat of 
servant. 


injury to public 


225. Threat of injury to induce person 


to refrain from applying for 


protection to public servant. 


226. Attempt to commit suicide to 
compel or restraint exercise of 
lawful power 


182. False information, with intent to 

cause public servant to use his 
lawful power to the injury of 
another. 


183. Resistance to the taking of 
property by the lawful authority of 
a public servant. 


184. Obstructing sale of property 
offered for sale by authority of 
public servant. 


185. Illegal purchase or bid for 
property offered for sale by 
authority of public servant. 


186. Obstructing public servant in 
discharge of public functions. 


187. Omission to assist public 
servant when bound by law to give 
assistance. 


188. Disobedience to order duly 
promulgated by public servant. 


189. Threat of 
servant. 


injury to public 


190. Threat of injury to induce 
person to refrain from applying for 
protection to public servant. 


CHAPTER XIV CHAPTER XI 


OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND 
OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC 
JUSTICE 


227. Giving false evidence. 


229. Punishment for false evidence. 


228. Fabricating false evidence. 


230. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of capital offence. 


231. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of offence punishable with 
imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment. 


232. Threatening any person to give 
false evidence. 


233. Using evidence known to be 
false. 


234. Issuing false 


certificate. 


Or signing 


235. Using as true a certificate known 


to be false. 


made_ in 
by law 


236. False statement 
declaration which is 
receivable as evidence. 


237. Using as true such declaration 
knowing it to be false. 


OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND 
OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC 
JUSTICE 


191. Giving false evidence. 
192. Fabricating false evidence. 
193. Punishment for false evidence. 


194. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of capital offence. 


195. Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of offence punishable 
with imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment. 


195A. Threatening any person to 
give false evidence. 


196. Using evidence known to be 
false. 


197. Issuing false 


certificate 


or signing 


198. Using as true a certificate 


known to be false. 


made _ in 
by law 


199. False statement 
declaration which is 
receivable as evidence. 


200. Using as true such declaration 
knowing it to be false. 


238. Causing disappearance’ of 
evidence of offence, or giving false 
information to screen offender. 


239. Intentional omission to give 
information of offence by person 
bound to inform. 


240. Giving false information 
respecting an offence committed. 


241. Destruction of document or 
electronic record to prevent its 
production as evidence. 


242. False personation for purpose of 
act or proceeding in suit’ or 
prosecution. 


243. Fraudulent removal or 
concealment of property to prevent 
its seizure as _ forfeited or in 
execution. 


244. Fraudulent claim to property to 
prevent its seizure as forfeited or in 
execution. 


245. Fraudulently suffering decree for 
sum not due. 


246. Dishonestly making false claim in 
Court. 


247. Fraudulently obtaining decree for 
sum not due. 


248. False charge of offence made 
with intent to injure. 


201. Causing disappearance of 
evidence of offence, or giving false 
information to screen offender. 


202. Intentional omission to give 
information of offence by person 
bound to inform. 


203. Giving’ false information 
respecting an offence committed. 


204. Destruction of document to 
prevent its production as evidence. 


205. False personation for purpose of 
act or proceeding in suit or 
prosecution. 


206. Fraudulent removal or 
concealment of property to prevent 
its seizure as _ forfeited or in 
execution. 


207. Fraudulent claim to property to 
prevent its seizure as forfeited or in 
execution. 


208. Fraudulently suffering decree 
for sum not due. 


209. Dishonesty making false claim 
in Court. 


210. Fraudulently obtaining decree 
for sum not due. 


211. False charge of offence made 
with intent to injure. 


249. Harbouring offender. 


250. Taking gift, etc., to screen an 
offender from punishment. 


251. Offering gift or restoration of 
property in consideration of 
screening offender. 


252. Taking gift to help to recover 
stolen property, etc. 


253. Harbouring offender who has 
escaped from custody or whose 
apprehension has been ordered. 


254. Penalty for harbouring robbers or 
dacoits. 


255. Public servant disobeying 
direction of law with intent to save 
person from punishment or property 
from forfeiture. 


256. Public servant framing incorrect 
record or writing with intent to save 
person from punishment or property 
from forfeiture. 


257. Public servant in judicial 
proceeding corruptly making report, 
etc., contrary to law. 


258. Commitment for trial or 
confinement by person having 
authority who knows that he is 
acting contrary to law. 


212. Harbouring offender. 


213. Taking gift, etc., to screen an 
offender from punishment. 


214. Offering gift or restoration of 
property in consideration — of 
screening offender. 


215. Taking gift to help to recover 
stolen property, etc. 


216. Harbouring offender who has 
escaped from custody or whose 
apprehension has been ordered. 


216A.Penalty for harbouring robbers 
or dacoits. 


217. Public servant disobeying 
direction of law with intent to save 
person from punishment — or 
property from forfeiture. 


218. Public servant framing incorrect 
record or writing with intent to save 
person from punishment — or 
property from forfeiture. 


219. Public servant in 
proceeding corruptly 
report, etc., contrary to law. 


judicial 
making 


220. Commitment for trial or 
confinement by person having 
authority who knows that he is 
acting contrary to law. 


259. Intentional omission to 


apprehend on part of public servant 
bound to apprehend. 


260. Intentional omission to 
apprehend on the part of public 
servant bound to apprehend person 
under sentence or lawfully 
committed. 


261. Escape from confinement or 
custody negligently suffered by 
public servant. 


262. Resistance or obstruction by a 
person to his lawful apprehension. 


263. Resistance or obstruction to 
lawful apprehension of another 
person. 


264. Omission to apprehend, or 
sufferance of escape, on part of 
public servant, in cases_ not 
otherwise provided for. 


265. Resistance or obstruction to 
lawful apprehension or escape or 
rescue in cases not otherwise 
provided for. 


266. Violation of condition § of 


remission of punishment. 


267. Intentional insult or interruption 
to public servant sitting in judicial 
proceeding. 


268. Personation of an assessor. 


221. Intentional omission to 
apprehend on the part of public 
servant bound to apprehend. 


222. Intentional omission to 
apprehend on the part of public 
servant bound to apprehend person 
under sentence or _ lawfully 
committed. 


223. Escape from confinement or 
custody negligently suffered by 
public servant. 


224. Resistance or obstruction by a 
person to his lawful apprehension. 


225. Resistance or obstruction to 
lawful apprehension of another 
person. 


225A. Omission to apprehend, or 
sufferance of escape, on part of 
public servant, in cases_ not 
otherwise, provided for. 


225B. Resistance or obstruction to 

lawful apprehension, or escape or 
rescue in cases not otherwise 
provided for. 


227. Violation of condition of 


remission of punishment. 


228. Intentional insult or interruption 
to public servant sitting in judicial 
proceeding. 


229. Personation of a juror 
assessor. 


or 


269. Failure by person released on | 229A. Failure by person released on 
bail bond or bond to appear in court. | bail or bond to appear in court. 


CHAPTER XIII 
Deleted 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
Deleted 264. Fraudulent use of false 
instrument for weighing. 
Deleted 265. Fraudulent use of false 
weight or measure. 
Deleted 266. Being in possession of false 
weight or measure. 
Deleted 267. Making or selling false 
weight or measure. 


CHAPTER XV CHAPTER XIV 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 
CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND 
MORALS MORALS 


270. Public nuisance. 268. Public nuisance. 


271. Negligent act likely to spread | 269. Negligent act likely to spread 
infection of disease dangerous to life. | infection of disease dangerous to 
life. 


272. Malignant act likely to spread | 270. Malignant act likely to spread 
infection of disease dangerous to life. | infection of disease dangerous to 
life. 


273. Disobedience to quarantine rule. | 271. Disobedience to quarantine 
rule. 


274. Adulteration of food or drink |272. Adulteration of food or drink 
intended for sale. intended for sale. 


275. Sale of noxious food or drink. 273. Sale of noxious food or drink. 
276. Adulteration of drugs. 274. Adulteration of drugs. 
277. Sale of adulterated drugs. 275. Sale of adulterated drugs. 


278. Sale of drug as a different drug 
Or preparation. 


279. Fouling water of public spring or 
reservoir. 


280. Making atmosphere noxious to 
health. 


281. Rash driving or riding on a public 
way. 


282. Rash navigation of vessel. 


283. Exhibition of false light, mark or 
buoy. 


284. Conveying person by water for 
hire in unsafe or overloaded vessel. 


285. Danger or obstruction in public 
way or line of navigation. 


286. Negligent conduct with respect 
to poisonous substance. 


287. Negligent conduct with respect 
to fire or combustible matter. 


276. Sale of drug as a different drug 
or preparation. 


277. Fouling water of public spring or 
reservoir. 


278. Making atmosphere noxious to 
health. 


279. Rash driving or riding on a 
public way. 


280. Rash navigation of vessel. 


281. Exhibition of false light, mark or 
buoy. 


282. Conveying person by water for 
hire in unsafe or overloaded vessel. 


283. Danger or obstruction in public 
way or line of navigation. 


284. Negligent conduct with respect 
to poisonous substance. 


285. Negligent conduct with respect 
to fire or combustible matter. 


288. Negligent conduct with respect 
to explosive substance. 


289. Negligent conduct with respect 
to machinery. 


290. Negligent conduct with respect 
to pulling down, repairing or 
constructing buildings etc. 


291. Negligent conduct with respect 
to animal. 


292. Punishment for public nuisance 
in cases not otherwise provided for. 


293. Continuance of nuisance after 
injunction to discontinue. 


294. Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc. 


295. Sale, etc., of obScene objects to 
child. 


297. Keeping lottery office. 


296. Obscene acts and songs. 


CHAPTER XVI 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
RELIGION 


298. Injuring or defiling place of 
worship with intent to insult religion 
of any class. 


286. Negligent conduct with respect 
to explosive substance. 


287. Negligent conduct with respect 
to machinery. 


288. Negligent conduct with respect 
to pulling down or repairing 
buildings. 


289. Negligent conduct with respect 
to animal. 


290. Punishment for public nuisance 
in cases not otherwise provided for. 


291. Continuance of nuisance after 
injunction to discontinue. 


292. Sale, etc., of obscene books, 
etc. 


293. Sale, etc., of obscene objects to 
young person. 


294. Obscene acts and songs 
294A. Keeping lottery office. 


CHAPTER XV 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO 
RELIGION 


295: 


Injuring or defiling place of 
worship, with intent to insult the 
religion of any class. 


299. Deliberate and malicious acts, | 295A. Deliberate and malicious acts, 
intended to outrage religious feelings | intended to outrage religious 
of any class by insulting its religion | feelings of any class by insulting its 
or religious beliefs. religion or religious beliefs. 


300. Disturbing religious assembly. 296. Disturbing religious assembly. 


301. Trespassing on burial places, etc. | 297. Trespassing on burial places, 
etc. 


302. Uttering words, etc., with| 298. Uttering words, etc., with 
deliberate intent to wound religious | deliberate intent to wound religious 
feelings of any person. feelings of any person. 


CHAPTER XVII CHAPTER XVII 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST OF OFFENCES AGAINST 
PROPERTY PROPERTY 


303. Theft. 


303 (1) 378. Theft. 


303 (2) 379. Punishment for theft. 


305. Theft in a dwelling house, or | 380. Theft in dwelling house, etc. 
means of transportation or place of 
worship, etc. 


306. Theft by clerk or servant of | 381. Theft by clerk or servant of 
property in possession of master. property in possession of master. 


307. Theft after preparation made for | 382. Theft after preparation made for 
causing death, hurt or restraint in| causing death, hurt or restraint in 
order to committing of theft. order to the committing of the theft. 


Of extortion Of Extortion 


308. Extortion. 


308 (1) 383. Extortion. 


308 (2) 384. Punishment for extortion. 
308 (3) 385. Putting person in fear of injury 
|__in order to commit extortion. 


308 (4) 387. Putting person in fear of death 
or of grievous hurt, in order to 
_|commit extortion. 


308 (5) 386. Extortion by putting a person in 
_|..fear of death or grievous hurt. 


308 (6) 389. Putting person in fear or 
accusation of offence, in order to 

_|commit extortion. 

308 (7) 388. Extortion by threat’ of 
accusation of an offence punishable 


with death or imprisonment for life, 
etc. 


Of robbery and dacoity Of Robbery and Dacoity 


309. Robbery. 390. Robbery. 


309 (1)(2)(3) 
309 (4) 392. Punishment for robbery. 
309(5) 393. Attempt to commit robbery. 


309(6) 394. Voluntarily causing hurt in 
committing robbery. 


310. Dacoity 


310 (1) 391. Dacoity. 


310 (2) 395. Punishment for dacoity. 


310 (3) 


310 (4) 


310 (5) 


310 (6) 


311. Robbery, or dacoity, with 
attempt to cause death or grievous 
hurt. 


312. Attempt to commit robbery or 
dacoity when armed with deadly 
weapon. 


313. Punishment for belonging to 
gang of robbers, dacoits, etc. 


Of criminal misappropriation of 
property 


314. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property. 


315. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property possessed by deceased 
person at the time of his death. 


Of criminal breach of trust 


316. Criminal breach of trust. 


316 (1) 


396. Dacoity with murder. 


399. Making preparation to commit 
dacoity. 


402. Assembling for purpose of 
committing dacoity. 


400. Punishment for belonging to 
gang of dacoits. 


397. Robbery, or dacoity, with 
attempt to cause death or grievous 
hurt. 


398. Attempt to commit robbery or 
dacoity when armed with deadly 
weapon. 


401. Punishment for belonging to 
gang of thieves. 


Of Criminal Misappropriation of 
Property 


403. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property. 


404. Dishonest misappropriation of 
property possessed by deceased 
person at the time of his death. 


Of Criminal Breach of Trust 


405. Criminal breach of trust. 


316 (2) 
316 (3) 
316 (4) 


316 (5) 


Of receiving stolen property 


317. Stolen property. 


B17 ay 


317 (2) 


406. Punishment for criminal breach 
of trust. 


407. Criminal breach of trust by 
carrier, etc. 
408. Criminal breach of trust by clerk 


or servant. 


409. Criminal breach of trust by 
public servant, or by _ banker, 
merchant or agent. 


Of the Receiving of Stolen 
Property 


410. Stolen property. 


411. Dishonestly receiving stolen 


property. 


317°C) 


412. Dishonestly receiving property 
stolen in the commission of a 


fl aC OY a ae ae acta ca Ree oe 


317 (4) 


413. Habitually dealing in stolen 


property. 


317 (5) 


Of cheating 


318. Cheating. 


318 (1) 


318 (2) 


414. Assisting in concealment of 
stolen property. 


Of Cheating 


415. Cheating. 


417. Punishment for cheating. 


318 (3) 


418. Cheating with knowledge that 
wrongful loss may ensue to person 
whose interest offender is bound to 


os 212) 5 = an ncn 


318 (4) 


Cheating by personation 


319(1) 


319(2) 


Of fraudulent deeds and 
dispositions of property. 


320. Dishonest or fraudulent removal 

or concealment of property to 
prevent distribution among 
creditors. 


321. Dishonestly or fraudulently 
preventing debt being available for 
creditors. 


epee Dishonest or 
execution of deed 
containing false 
consideration. 


fraudulent 
of transfer 
statement of 


323. Dishonest or fraudulent removal 
or concealment of property. 


420. Cheating and _ dishonestly 
inducing delivery of property. 


416. Cheating by personation. 


419. Punishment of cheating by 
personation. 


Of Fraudulent Deeds and 
Dispositions Of Property. 


421. Dishonest or fraudulent removal 
or concealment of property to 
prevent distribution among 
creditors. 


422. Dishonestly or fraudulently 
preventing debt being available for 
creditors. 


423. Dishonest 
execution of deed of transfer 
containing false statement of 
consideration. 


or fraudulent 


424. Dishonest or fraudulent removal 
or concealment of property. 


Of mischief Of Mischief 


324. Mischief. 


324 (1) 


425. Mischief. 


324 (2) 426. Punishment for mischief. 
324 (3) Mischief causing loss to} New Sub- Section 
_Government or Local AUthOrity nent 


324 (4) 427. Mischief causing damage to the 
_|...amount of fifty rupees. 


324(5) Mischief causing loss of one | New Sub-Section 


324 (6) 440. Mischief committed = after 
preparation made for causing death 
or hurt. 


325. Mischief by killing or maiming | 428. Mischief by killing or maiming 
animal. animal of the value of ten rupees. 


429. Mischief by killing or maiming 
cattle, etc., of any value or any 
animal of the value of fifty rupees. 


326. Mischief by injury, inundation, 


fire or explosive substance, etc. <a = 
430. Mischief by injury to works of 


irrigation or by wrongfully diverting 


326 (a) : 
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326 (b) 431. Mischief by injury to public road, 
_|..bridge, river or channel. 


326 (c) 432. Mischief by causing inundation 
or obstruction to public drainage 
_|.attended with damage. 


326 (d) 433. Mischief by destroying, moving 
or rendering less useful a_ light- 
house or sea-mark. 


326 (e) 434. Mischief by destroying or 
moving, etc., a land-mark fixed by 
public authority. 


326 (f) 435. Mischief by fire or explosive 
substance with intent to cause 


damage to amount of one hundred 
or (in case of agricultural produce) 
{fen rupees. 


326 (g) 436. Mischief by fire or explosive 
substance with intent to destroy 
house, etc. 


327. Mischief with intent to destroy or 
make unsafe a rail, aircraft, decked tag aoa 
vessel or one of twenty tons burden. | 437. Mischief with intent to destroy 
or make unsafe a decked vessel or 


327 (1) one of twenty tons burden. 


327 (2) 438. Punishment for the mischief 
described in section 437 committed 
by fire or explosive substance. 


328. Punishment for intentionally |439. Punishment for intentionally 
running vessel aground or ashore} running vessel aground or ashore 
with intent to commit theft, etc. with intent to commit theft, etc. 


Of criminal trespass Of Criminal Trespass 


329. Criminal trespass and house- 
trespass. 


441. Criminal trespass. 
329 (1) 


329 (2) 442. House-trespass. 


329 (3) 447. Punishment for — criminal 
NES SS rds etd 


329 (4) 448. Punishment for house-trespass. 


330. House-trespass and house- 
breaking. 


443. Lurking house-trespass. 
330(1) 


Deleted 444. Lurking house-trespass by 


330 (2) 


Deleted 


331. Punishment for house-trespass 
or house-breaking. 


331 (1) 


331 (2) 


3313) 


331 (4) 


831,15} 


331 (6) 


331 (7) 


331 (8) 


445. House-breaking. 


446. House-breaking by night. 


453. Punishment for lurking house- 
trespass or house-breaking. 


456. Punishment for lurking house- 
trespass or house-breaking by 


night. 


454. Lurking house-trespass' or 
house-breaking in order to commit 
offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 


457. Lurking house-trespass' or 
house-breaking by night in order to 
commit offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 


455. Lurking house-trespass' or 
house-breaking after preparation 
for hurt, assault or wrongful 
restraint. 


458. Lurking house-trespass' or 
house-breaking by night’ after 
preparation for hurt, assault, or 
wrongful restraint. 


459. Grievous hurt caused whilst 
committing lurking house-trespass 
or house-breaking. 


460. All persons jointly concerned in 
lurking house-trespass or house- 
breaking by night punishable where 


death or grievous hurt caused by 
one of them. 


332. House-trespass in order to 
commit offence. 


449. House-trespass in order to 
332 (a) commit offence punishable with 
death. 


332 (b) 450. House-trespass in order to 
commit offence punishable with 
imprisonment for life. 


332 (Cc) 451. House-trespass in order to 
commit offence punishable with 
imprisonment. 
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for hurt, assault or wrongful! preparation for hurt, assault or 
restraint. wrongful restraint. 


334. Dishonestly breaking open 


receptacle containing property. 
461. Dishonestly breaking open 
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334(2) 462. Punishment for same offence 
when committed by _ person 
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CHAPTER XVIII CHAPTER XVIII 
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335. Making a false document. 464. Making a false document. 


336. Forgery 


336 (1) 463. Forgery. 


336 (2) 


336 (3) 


336 (4) 


337. Forgery of record of Court or of 
public register, etc. 


338. Forgery of valuable security, will, 
etc. 


339. Having possession of document 
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intending to use it as genuine. 


340. Forged document or electronic 
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465. Punishment for forgery. 


468. Forgery for purpose of cheating. 


469. Forgery for purpose of harming 
reputation. 


466. Forgery of record of Court or of 
public register, etc. 


467. Forgery of valuable security, 
will, etc. 
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knowing it to be forged and 
intending to use it genuine. 


470. Forged document or electronic 
record. 


340 (1) 


340 (2) 


341. Making or possessing counterfeit 

seal, etc., with intent to commit 
forgery punishable under section 
338. 


341 (1) 


341 (2) 


471. Using as genuine a forged 
document or electronic record. 


472. Making or possessing 
counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to 
commit forgery punishable under 
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473. Making or possessing 
counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to 
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341 (3) Possess any seal, plate or | New Sub-Section 
other instrument knowing the same 
to be counterfeit 


341 (4) fraudulently or dishonestly | New Sub-Section 
uses aS genuine any seal, plate or 
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342. Counterfeiting device or mark 
used for authenticating documents 
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possessing counterfeit marked 
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475. Counterfeiting device or mark 
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possessing counterfeit marked 
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342(1) 


342(2) 476. Counterfeiting device or mark 
used for authenticating documents 
other than those described in 
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344. Falsification of accounts. 477A. Falsification of accounts. 
Of property marks Of Property and Other Marks 


345. Property mark. 


345 (1) 479. Property mark. 


345 (2) 481. Using a false property mark. 


345 (3) 


346. Tampering with property mark 
with intent to cause injury. 


347. Counterfeiting a property mark. 


347 (1) 


347 (2) 


348. Making or possession of any 
instrument for counterfeiting a 
property mark. 


349. Selling goods marked with a 
counterfeit property mark. 


350. Making a false mark upon any 
receptacle containing goods. 


482. Punishment for using a false 
property mark. 


489. Tampering with property mark 
with intent to cause injury. 


483. Counterfeiting a property mark 
used by another. 


484. Counterfeiting a mark used by a 
public servant. 


485. Making or possession of any 
instrument for counterfeiting a 
property mark. 


486. Selling goods marked with a 
counterfeit property mark. 


487. Making a false mark upon any 


350 (1) 


350 (2) 
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OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, 
INSULT, ANNOYANCE, 
DEFAMATION, ETC. 


351. Criminal intimidation. 


So LiG) 


receptacle containing goods. 


488. Punishment for making use of 
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CHAPTER XXII 


OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, 
INSULT AND ANNOYANCE 
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35L (2), 351(3) 


351 (4) 


352. Intentional insult with intent to 


provoke breach of peace. 


353. Statements conducing to public 
mischief. 


354. Act caused by inducing person to 
believe that he will be rendered an 
object of Divine displeasure. 


355. Misconduct in 
drunken person. 


public by a 


Of defamation 


356. Defamation. 


356 (1) 


506. Punishment criminal 


intimidation. 


for 


507. Criminal intimidation by an 
anonymous communication. 


504. Intentional insult with intent to 
provoke breach of the peace. 


505. Statements conducing to public 
mischief 


508. Act caused by inducing person 
to believe that he will be rendered 
an object of the Divine displeasure. 
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in public by a 


CHAPTER XXI 


OF DEFAMATION 


499. Defamation. 


500. Punishment for defamation. 


356 (2) 


356 (3) 


356 (4) 
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and supply wants of helpless 
person. 
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CHAPTER I 
PRELIMINARY 
Short title, commencement, and application 
1. (1) This Act may be called the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. 


(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint, and different dates 
may be appointed for different provisions of this Sanhita. 


(3) Every person shall be liable to punishment under this Sanhita and 
not otherwise for every act or omission contrary to the provisions thereof, 
of which he shall be guilty within India. 


(4) Any person liable, by any law for the time being in force in India, 
to be tried for an offence committed beyond India shall be dealt with 
according to the provisions of this Sanhita for any act committed beyond 
India in the same manner as if such act had been committed within India. 


(5) The provisions of this Sanhita shall also apply to any offence 
committed by— 


(a) any citizen of India in any place without and beyond India; 


(b) any person on any ship or aircraft registered in India 
wherever it may be; 


(c) any person in any place without and beyond India 
committing offence targeting a computer resource located in India. 


Explanation.—In this section, the word “offence” includes every act 
committed outside India which, if committed in India, would be punishable 
under this Sanhita. 


Illustration. 


A, who is a citizen of India, commits a murder in any place without 
and beyond India. 


He can be tried and convicted of murder in any place in India in which 
he may be found. 


(6) Nothing in this Sanhita shall affect the provisions of any Act for 
punishing mutiny and desertion of officers, soldiers, sailors or airmen in the 
service of the Government of India or the provisions of any special or local 
law. 


Definitions. 


2. In this Sanhita, unless the context otherwise requires, —-- 


(1) “act” denotes as well a series of acts as a single act; 


[2 


(2) “anima 
being; 


means any living creature, other than a human 


(3) “child” means any person below the age of eighteen years; 


(4) “counterfeit”.-A person is said to “counterfeit” who causes 
one thing to resemble another thing, intending by means of that 
resemblance to practise deception, or knowing it to be likely that 
deception will thereby be practised. 


Explanation 1.—It is not essential to counterfeiting that the 
imitation should be exact. 


Explanation 2.—When a person causes one thing to resemble 
another thing, and the resemblance is such that a person might be 
deceived thereby, it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, 
that the person so causing the one thing to resemble the other thing 
intended by means of that resemblance to practise deception or knew 
it to be likely that deception would thereby be practised; 


(5) “Court” means a Judge who is empowered by law to act 
judicially alone, or a body of Judges which is empowered by law to 
act judicially as a body, when such Judge or body of Judges is acting 
judicially; 


(6) “death” means the death of a human being unless the 
contrary appears from the context; 


(7) “dishonestly” means doing anything with the intention of 
causing wrongful gain to one person or wrongful loss to another 
person; 


(8) “document” means any matter expressed or described upon 
any substance by means of letters, figures or marks, or by more than 
one of those means, and includes electronic and digital record, 
intended to be used, or which may be used, as evidence of that 
matter. 


Explanation 1.—It is immaterial by what means or upon what 
substance the letters, figures or marks are formed, or whether the evidence 
is intended for, or may be used in a Court or not. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A writing expressing the terms of a contract, which may be used 
as evidence of the contract, is a document. 


(b) A cheque upon a banker is a document. 
(c) A power-of-attorney is a document. 


(d) A map or plan which is intended to be used or which may be used 
as evidence, is a document. 


(e) A writing containing directions or instructions is a document. 


Explanation 2.—Whatever is expressed by means of letters, figures 
or marks as explained by mercantile or other usage, shall be deemed to be 
expressed by such letters, figures or marks within the meaning of this 
section, although the same may not be actually expressed. 


Illustration. 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange payable to his order. 
The meaning of the endorsement, as explained by mercantile usage, is that 
the bill is to be paid to the holder. The endorsement is a document, and 
shall be construed in the same manner as if the words “pay to the holder” 
or words to that effect had been written over the signature; 


(9) “fraudulently” means doing anything with the intention to defraud 
but not otherwise; 


(10) “gender”. —The pronoun “he” and its derivatives are used of any 
person, whether male, female or transgender. 


Explanation.— “transgender” shall have the meaning assigned to it in 
clause (k) of section 2 of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 
Act, 2019; 


(11) “good faith”.—Nothing is said to be done or believed in “good 
faith” which is done or believed without due care and attention; 


(12) “Government” means the Central Government or a State 
Government; 


(13) “harbour” includes supplying a person with shelter, food, drink, 
money, clothes, arms, ammunition or means of conveyance, or the 
assisting a person by any means, whether of the same kind as those 
enumerated in this clause or not, to evade apprehension; 


(14) “injury” means any harm whatever illegally caused to any 
person, in body, mind, reputation or property; 


(15) “illegal” and “legally bound to do”.—The word “illegal” is 
applicable to everything which is an offence or which is prohibited by law, 
or which furnishes ground for a civil action; and a person is said to be 
“legally bound to do” whatever it is illegal in him to omit; 


(16) “Judge” means a person who is officially designated as a Judge 
and includes a person,- 


(i) who is empowered by law to give, in any legal proceeding, 
civil or criminal, a definitive judgment, or a judgment which, if not 
appealed against, would be definitive, or a judgment which, if 
confirmed by some other authority, would be definitive; or 


(ii) who is one of a body or persons, which body of persons is 
empowered by law to give such a judgment. 


Illustration. 


A Magistrate exercising jurisdiction in respect of a charge on which 
he has power to sentence to fine or imprisonment, with or without appeal, 
is a Judge; 


(17) “life” means the life of a human being, unless the contrary 
appears from the context; 


(18) “local law” means a law applicable only to a particular part of 
India; 


(19) “man” means male human being of any age; 


(20) “month” and “year”.—Wherever the word “month” or the word 
“year” is used, it is to be understood that the month or the year is to be 
reckoned according to the Gregorian calendar; 


(21) “movable property” includes property of every description, 
except land and things attached to the earth or permanently fastened to 
anything which is attached to the earth; 


(22) “number”.—Unless the contrary appears from the context, 
words importing the singular number include the plural number, and words 
importing the plural number include the singular number; 


(23) “oath” includes a solemn affirmation substituted by law for an 
oath, and any declaration required or authorised by law to be made before 
a public servant or to be used for the purpose of proof, whether in a Court 
or not; 


(24) “offence”.—Except in the Chapters and sections mentioned in 
sub-clauses (a) and (b), the word “offence” means a thing made punishable 
by this Sanhita, but-- 


(a) in Chapter III and in the following sections, namely, sub-sections 
(2), (3), (4) and (5) of section 8, sections 9, 49, 50, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 
58, 59, 60, 61, 119, 120, 123, sub-sections (7) and (8) of section 127, 
222, 230, 231, 240, 248, 250, 251, 259, 260, 261, 262, 263, sub-sections 


(6) and (7) of section 308 and sub-section (2) of section 330, the word 
“offence” means a thing punishable under this Sanhita, or under any special 
law or local law; and 


(b) in sub-section (1) of section 189, sections 211, 212, 238, 239, 
249, 253 and sub-section (1) of section 329, the word “offence” shall have 
the same meaning when the act punishable under the special law or local 
law is punishable under such law with imprisonment for a term of six 
months or more, whether with or without fine; 


(25) “omission” denotes as well as a series of omissions as a single 
omission; 


(26) “person” includes any company or association or body of 
persons, whether incorporated or not; 


(27) “public” includes any class of the public or any community; 


(28) “public servant” means a person falling under any of the 
descriptions, namely: — 


(a) every commissioned officer in the Army, Navy or Air Force; 


(b) every Judge including any person empowered by law to 
discharge, whether by himself or as a member of any body of 
persons, any adjudicatory functions; 


(c) every officer of a Court including a liquidator, receiver or 
commissioner whose duty it is, as such officer, to investigate or report 
on any matter of law or fact, or to make, authenticate, or keep any 
document, or to take charge or dispose of any property, or to execute 
any judicial process, or to administer any oath, or to interpret, or to 
preserve order in the Court, and every person specially authorised by 
a Court to perform any of such duties; 


(d) every assessor or member of a panchayat assisting a Court 
or public servant; 


(e) every arbitrator or other person to whom any cause or 
matter has been referred for decision or report by any Court, or by 
any other competent public authority; 


(f) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is 
empowered to place or keep any person in confinement; 


(g) every officer of the Government whose duty it is, as such 
officer, to prevent offences, to give information of offences, to bring 
offenders to justice, or to protect the public health, safety or 
convenience; 


(h) every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, 
receive, keep or expend any property on behalf of the Government, 
or to make any survey, assessment or contract on behalf of the 
Government, or to execute any revenue-process, or to investigate, 
or to report, on any matter affecting the pecuniary interests of the 
Government, or to make, authenticate or keep any document relating 
to the pecuniary interests of the Government, or to prevent the 
infraction of any law for the protection of the pecuniary interests of 
the Government; 


(i) every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, 
receive, keep or expend any property, to make any Survey or 
assessment or to levy any rate or tax for any secular common 
purpose of any village, town or district, or to make, authenticate or 
keep any document for the ascertaining of the rights of the people of 
any village, town or district; 


(j) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is 
empowered to prepare, publish, maintain or revise an electoral roll 
or to conduct an election or part of an election; 


(k) every person— 


(i) in the service or pay of the Government or 
remunerated by fees or commission for the performance of any 
public duty by the Government; 


(ii) in the service or pay of a local authority as defined in 
clause (31) of section 3 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, a 
corporation established by or under a Central or State Act ora 
Government company as defined in clause (45) of section 2 of 
the Companies Act, 2013. 


Explanation.— 


(a) persons falling under any of the descriptions made in this 
clause are public servants, whether appointed by the Government or 
not; 


(b) every person who is in actual possession of the situation of 
a public servant, whatever legal defect there may be in his right to 
hold that situation is a public servant; 


(c) “election” means an election for the purpose of selecting 
members of any legislative, municipal or other public authority, of 
whatever character, the method of selection to which is by, or under 
any law for the time being in force. 


Illustration. 


A Municipal Commissioner is a public servant; 


(29) “reason to believe”.—A person is said to have “reason to believe” 
a thing, if he has sufficient cause to believe that thing but not otherwise; 


(30) “special law” means a law applicable to a particular subject; 


(31) “valuable security” means a document which is, or purports to 
be, a document whereby any legal right is created, extended, transferred, 
restricted, extinguished or released, or whereby any person acknowledges 
that he lies under legal liability, or has not a certain legal right. 


Illustration. 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange. As the effect of 
this endorsement is to transfer the right to the bill to any person who may 
become the lawful holder of it, the endorsement is a “valuable security”; 


(32) “vessel” means anything made for the conveyance by water of 
human beings or of property; 


(33) “voluntarily”.—A person is said to cause an effect “voluntarily” 
when he causes it by means whereby he intended to cause it, or by means 
which, at the time of employing those means, he knew or had reason to 
believe to be likely to cause it. 


Illustration. 


A sets fire, by night, to an inhabited house in a large town, for the 
purpose of facilitating a robbery and thus causes the death of a person. 
Here, A may not have intended to cause death; and may even be sorry that 
death has been caused by his act; yet, if he knew that he was likely to 
cause death, he has caused death voluntarily; 


(34) “will” means any testamentary document; 
(35) “woman” means a female human being of any age; 


(36) “wrongful gain” means gain by unlawful means of property to 
which the person gaining is not legally entitled; 


(37) “wrongful loss” means the loss by unlawful means of property 
to which the person losing it is legally entitled; 


(38) “gaining wrongfully” and “losing wrongfully”.—A person is said 
to gain wrongfully when such person retains wrongfully, as well as when 
such person acquires wrongfully. A person is said to lose wrongfully when 
such person is wrongfully kept out of any property, as well as when such 
person is wrongfully deprived of property; and 


(39) words and expressions used but not defined in this Sanhita but 
defined in the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 shall have the meanings respectively assigned to 
them in that Act and Sanhita. 


General explanations. 


3. (1) Throughout this Sanhita every definition of an offence, every 
penal provision, and every Illustration of every such definition or penal 
provision, shall be understood subject to the exceptions contained in the 
Chapter entitled “General Exceptions”, though those exceptions are not 
repeated in such definition, penal provision, or Illustration. 


Illustrations 


(a) The sections in this Sanhita, which contain definitions of offences, 
do not express that a child under seven years of age cannot commit such 
offences; but the definitions are to be understood subject to the general 
exception which provides that nothing shall be an offence which is done by 
a child under seven years of age. 


(b) A, a police officer, without warrant, apprehends Z, who has 
committed murder. Here A is not guilty of the offence of wrongful 
confinement; for he was bound by law to apprehend Z, and therefore the 
case falls within the general exception which provides that “nothing is an 
offence which is done by a person who is bound by law to do it”. 


(2) Every expression which is explained in any Part of this Sanhita, is 
used in every Part of this Sanhita in conformity with the explanation. 


(3) When property is in the possession of a person’s spouse, clerk or 
servant, on account of that person, it is in that person’s possession within 
the meaning of this Sanhita. 


Explanation.—A person employed temporarily or on a particular 
occasion in the capacity of a clerk or servant, is a clerk or servant within 
the meaning of this sub-section. 


(4) In every Part of this Sanhita, except where a contrary intention 
appears from the context, words which refer to acts done extend also to 
illegal omissions. 


(5) When a criminal act is done by several persons in furtherance of 
the common intention of all, each of such persons is liable for that act in 
the same manner as if it were done by him alone. 


(6) Whenever an act, which is criminal only by reason of its being 
done with a criminal knowledge or intention, is done by several persons, 
each of such persons who joins in the act with such knowledge or intention 


is liable for the act in the same manner as if the act were done by him alone 
with that knowledge or intention. 


(7) Wherever the causing of a certain effect, or an attempt to cause 
that effect, by an act or by an omission, is an offence, it is to be understood 
that the causing of that effect partly by an act and partly by an omission is 
the same offence. 


Illustration. 


A intentionally causes Z’s death, partly by illegally omitting to give Z 
food, and partly by beating Z. A has committed murder. 


(8) When an offence is committed by means of several acts, whoever 
intentionally cooperates in the commission of that offence by doing any one 
of those acts, either singly or jointly with any other person, commits that 
offence. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A and B agree to murder Z by severally and at different times 
giving him small doses of poison. A and B administer the poison according 
to the agreement with intent to murder Z. Z dies from the effects the 
several doses of poison so administered to him. Here A and B intentionally 
cooperate in the commission of murder and as each of them does an act by 
which the death is caused, they are both guilty of the offence though their 
acts are separate. 


(b) A and B are joint jailors, and as such have the charge of Z, a 
prisoner, alternatively for six hours at a time. A and B, intending to cause 
Z's death, knowingly cooperate in causing that effect by illegally omitting, 
each during the time of his attendance, to furnish Z with food supplied to 
them for that purpose. Z dies of hunger. Both A and B are guilty of the 
murder of Z. 


(c) A, a jailor, has the charge of Z, a prisoner. A, intending to cause 
Z's death, illegally omits to supply Z with food; in consequence of which Z 
is much reduced in strength, but the starvation is not sufficient to cause his 
death. A is dismissed from his office, and B succeeds him. B, without 
collusion or cooperation with A, illegally omits to supply Z with food, 
knowing that he is likely thereby to cause Z’s death. Z dies of hunger. B is 
guilty of murder, but, as A did not cooperate with B. A is guilty only of an 
attempt to commit murder. 


(9) Where several persons are engaged or concerned in the 
commission of a criminal act, they may be guilty of different offences by 
means of that act. 


Illustration. 


A attacks Z under such circumstances of grave provocation that his 
killing of Z would be only culpable homicide not amounting to murder. B, 
having ill-will towards Z and intending to kill him, and not having been 
subject to the provocation, assists A in killing Z. Here, though A and B are 
both engaged in causing Z’s death, B is guilty of murder, and A is guilty 
only of culpable homicide. 


CHAPTER II 
OF PUNISHMENTS 
Punishments. 


4. The punishments to which offenders are liable under the provisions 
of this Sanhita are - 


(a) Death; 

(b) Imprisonment for life; 

(c) Imprisonment, which is of two descriptions, namely: — 
(1) Rigorous, that is, with hard labour; 
(2) Simple; 

(d) Forfeiture of property; 

(e) Fine; 

(f) Community Service. 

Commutation of sentence. 


5. The appropriate Government may, without the consent of the 
offender, commute any punishment under this Sanhita to any other 
punishment in accordance with section 474 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. 


Explanation.-For the purposes of this section the expression 
“appropriate Government” means,-- 


(a) in cases where the sentence is a sentence of death or is for an 
offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power 
of the Union extends, the Central Government; and 


(b) in cases where the sentence (whether of death or not) is for an 
offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power 
of the State extends, the Government of the State within which the offender 
is sentenced. 


Fractions of terms of punishment. 


6. In calculating fractions of terms of punishment, imprisonment for 
life shall be reckoned as equivalent to imprisonment for twenty years unless 
otherwise provided. 


Sentences may be (in certain cases of imprisonment) wholly or 
partly rigorous or simple. 


7. In every case in which an offender is punishable with imprisonment 
which may be of either description, it shall be competent to the Court which 
sentences such offender to direct in the sentence that such imprisonment 
shall be wholly rigorous, or that such imprisonment shall be wholly simple, 
or that any part of such imprisonment shall be rigorous and the rest simple. 


Amount of fine, liability in default of payment of fine, etc. 


8. (1) Where no sum is expressed to which a fine may extend, the 
amount of fine to which the offender is liable is unlimited, but shall not be 
excessive. 


(2) In every case of an offence- 


(a) punishable with imprisonment as well as fine, in which the 
offender is sentenced to a fine, whether with or without 
imprisonment; 


(b) punishable with imprisonment or fine, or with fine only, in 
which the offender is sentenced to a fine, 


it shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender to 
direct by the sentence that, in default of payment of the fine, the offender 
shall suffer imprisonment for a certain term, in which imprisonment shall 
be in excess of any other imprisonment to which he may have been 
sentenced or to which he may be liable under a commutation of a sentence. 


(3) The term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned 
in default of payment of a fine shall not exceed one-fourth of the term of 
imprisonment which is the maximum fixed for the offence, if the offence be 
punishable with imprisonment as well as fine. 


(4) The imprisonment which the Court imposes in default of payment 
of a fine or in default of community service may be of any description to 
which the offender might have been sentenced for the offence. 


(5) If the offence is punishable with fine or community service, the 
imprisonment which the Court imposes in default of payment of the fine or 
in default of community service shall be simple, and the term for which the 
Court directs the offender to be imprisoned, in default of payment of fine 
or in default of community service, shall not exceed, — 


(a) two months when the amount of the fine does not exceed 
five thousand rupees; 


(b) four months when the amount of the fine does not exceed 
ten thousand rupees; and 


(c) one year in any other case. 


(6) (a) The imprisonment which is imposed in default of payment of 
a fine shall terminate whenever that fine is either paid or levied by process 
of law; 


(b) If, before the expiration of the term of imprisonment fixed in 
default of payment, such a proportion of the fine be paid or levied that the 
term of imprisonment suffered in default of payment is not less than 
proportional to the part of the fine still unpaid, the imprisonment shall 
terminate. 


Illustration. 


A is sentenced to a fine of one thousand rupees and to four months’ 
imprisonment in default of payment. Here, if seven hundred and fifty 
rupees of the fine be paid or levied before the expiration of one month of 
the imprisonment, A will be discharged as soon as the first month has 
expired. If seven hundred and fifty rupees be paid or levied at the time of 
the expiration of the first month, or at any later time while A continues in 
imprisonment, A will be immediately discharged. If five hundred rupees of 
the fine be paid or levied before the expiration of two months of the 
imprisonment, A will be discharged as soon as the two months are 
completed. If five hundred rupees be paid or levied at the time of the 
expiration of those two months, or at any later time while A continues in 
imprisonment, A will be immediately discharged. 


(7) The fine, or any part thereof which remains unpaid, may be levied 
at any time within six years after the passing of the sentence, and if, under 
the sentence, the offender be liable to imprisonment for a longer period 
than six years, then at any time previous to the expiration of that period; 
and the death of the offender does not discharge from the liability any 
property which would, after his death, be legally liable for his debts. 


Limit of punishment of offence made up of several offences. 


9. (1) Where anything which is an offence is made up of parts, any 
of which parts is itself an offence, the offender shall not be punished with 
the punishment of more than one of such his offences, unless it be so 
expressly provided. 


(2) Where— 


(a) anything is an offence falling within two or more separate 
definitions of any law in force for the time being by which offences 
are defined or punished; or 


(b) several acts, of which one or more than one would by itself 
or themselves constitute an offence, constitute, when combined, a 
different offence, 


the offender shall not be punished with a more severe punishment 
than the Court which tries him could award for any one of such offences. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A gives Z fifty strokes with a stick. Here A may have committed 
the offence of voluntarily causing hurt to Z by the whole beating, and also 
by each of the blows which make up the whole beating. If A were liable to 
punishment for every blow, he might be imprisoned for fifty years, one for 
each blow. But he is liable only to one punishment for the whole beating. 


(b) But, if, while A is beating Z, Y interferes, and A intentionally 
strikes Y, here, as the blow given to Y is no part of the act whereby A 
voluntarily causes hurt to Z, A is liable to one punishment for voluntarily 
causing hurt to Z, and to another for the blow given to Y. 


Punishment of person guilty of one of several offences, judgment 
stating that it is doubtful of which. 


10. In all cases in which judgment is given that a person is guilty of 
one of several offences specified in the judgment, but that it is doubtful of 
which of these offences he is guilty, the offender shall be punished for the 
offence for which the lowest punishment is provided if the same punishment 
is not provided for all. 


Solitary confinement. 


11. Whenever any person is convicted of an offence for which under 
this Sanhita the Court has power to sentence him to rigorous imprisonment, 
the Court may, by its sentence, order that the offender shall be kept in 
solitary confinement for any portion or portions of the imprisonment to 
which he is sentenced, not exceeding three months in the whole, according 
to the following scale, namely: — 


(a) a time not exceeding one month if the term of imprisonment shall 
not exceed six months; 


(b) a time not exceeding two months if the term of imprisonment 
shall exceed six months and shall not exceed one year; 


(c) a time not exceeding three months if the term of imprisonment 
shall exceed one year. 


Limit of solitary confinement. 


12. In executing a sentence of solitary confinement, such 
confinement shall in no case exceed fourteen days at a time, with intervals 
between the periods of solitary confinement of not less duration than such 
periods; and when the imprisonment awarded shall exceed three months, 
the solitary confinement shall not exceed seven days in any one month of 
the whole imprisonment awarded, with intervals between the periods of 
solitary confinement of not less duration than such periods. 


Enhanced punishment for certain offences after previous 
conviction. 


13. Whoever, having been convicted by a Court in India, of an offence 
punishable under Chapter X or Chapter XVII of this Sanhita with 
imprisonment of either description for a term of three years or upwards, 
shall be guilty of any offence punishable under either of those Chapters 
with like imprisonment for the like term, shall be subject for every such 
subsequent offence to imprisonment for life, or to imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years. 


CHAPTER III 
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


Act done by a person bound, or by mistake of fact believing 
himself bound, by law. 


14. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is, or who 
by reason of a mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good 
faith believes himself to be, bound by law to do it. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, a soldier, fires on a mob by the order of his superior officer, in 
conformity with the commands of the law. A has committed no offence. 


(b) A, an officer of a Court, being ordered by that Court to arrest Y, 
and, after due enquiry, believing Z to be Y, arrests Z. A has committed no 
offence. 


Act of Judge when acting judicially. 


15. Nothing is an offence which is done by a Judge when acting 
judicially in the exercise of any power which is, or which in good faith he 
believes to be, given to him by law. 


Act done pursuant to judgment or order of Court. 


16. Nothing which is done in pursuance of, or which is warranted by 
the judgment or order of, a Court; if done whilst such judgment or order 
remains in force, is an offence, notwithstanding the Court may have had 
no jurisdiction to pass such judgment or order, provided the person doing 
the act in good faith believes that the Court had such jurisdiction. 


Act done by a person justified, or by mistake of fact believing 
himself justified, by law. 


17. Nothing is an offence which is done by any person who is justified 
by law, or who by reason of a mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake 
of law in good faith, believes himself to be justified by law, in doing it. 


Illustration. 


A sees Z commit what appears to A to be a murder. A, in the exercise, 
to the best of his judgment exerted in good faith, of the power which the 
law gives to all persons of apprehending murderers in the fact, seizes Z, in 
order to bring Z before the proper authorities. A has committed no offence, 
though it may turn out that Z was acting in self-defence. 


Accident in doing a lawful act. 


18. Nothing is an offence which is done by accident or misfortune, 
and without any criminal intention or knowledge in the doing of a lawful act 
in a lawful manner by lawful means and with proper care and caution. 


Illustration. 


A is at work with a hatchet; the head flies off and kills a man who is 
standing by. Here, if there was no want of proper caution on the part of A, 
his act is excusable and not an offence. 


Act likely to cause harm, but done without criminal intent, and to 
prevent other harm. 


19. Nothing is an offence merely by reason of its being done with the 
knowledge that it is likely to cause harm, if it be done without any criminal 
intention to cause harm, and in good faith for the purpose of preventing or 
avoiding other harm to person or property. 


Explanation.—It is a question of fact in such a case whether the harm 
to be prevented or avoided was of such a nature and so imminent as to 
justify or excuse the risk of doing the act with the knowledge that it was 
likely to cause harm. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, the captain of a vessel, suddenly and without any fault or 
negligence on his part, finds himself in such a position that, before he can 


stop his vessel, he must inevitably run down a boat B, with twenty or thirty 
passengers on board, unless he changes the course of his vessel, and that, 
by changing his course, he must incur risk of running down a boat C with 
only two passengers on board, which he may possibly clear. Here, if A alters 
his course without any intention to run down the boat C and in good faith 
for the purpose of avoiding the danger to the passengers in the boat B, he 
is not guilty of an offence, though he may run down the boat C by doing an 
act which he knew was likely to cause that effect, if it be found as a matter 
of fact that the danger which he intended to avoid was such as to excuse 
him in incurring the risk of running down the boat C. 


(b) A, in a great fire, pulls down houses in order to prevent the 
conflagration from spreading. He does this with the intention in good faith 
of saving human life or property. Here, if it be found that the harm to be 
prevented was of such a nature and so imminent as to excuse A’s act, A is 
not guilty of the offence. 


Act of a child under seven years of age. 


20. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child under seven years 
of age. 


Act of a child above seven and under twelve years of age of 
immature understanding. 


21. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child above seven years 
of age and under twelve years of age, who has not attained sufficient 
maturity of understanding to judge of the nature and consequences of his 
conduct on that occasion. 


Act of a person of unsound mind. 


22. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time 
of doing it, by reason of unsoundness of mind, is incapable of knowing the 
nature of the act, or that he is doing what is either wrong or contrary to 
law. 


Act of a person incapable of judgment by reason of intoxication 
caused against his will. 


23. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time 
of doing it, is, by reason of intoxication, incapable of knowing the nature of 
the act, or that he is doing what is either wrong, or contrary to law; 
provided that the thing which intoxicated him was administered to him 
without his knowledge or against his will. 


Offence requiring a particular intent or knowledge committed by 
one who is intoxicated. 


24. In cases where an act done is not an offence unless done with a 
particular knowledge or intent, a person who does the act in a state of 
intoxication shall be liable to be dealt with as if he had the same knowledge 
as he would have had if he had not been intoxicated, unless the thing which 
intoxicated him was administered to him without his knowledge or against 
his will. 


Act not intended and not known to be likely to cause death or 
grievous hurt, done by consent. 


25. Nothing which is not intended to cause death, or grievous hurt, 
and which is not known by the doer to be likely to cause death or grievous 
hurt, is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause, or be 
intended by the doer to cause, to any person, above eighteen years of age, 
who has given consent, whether express or implied, to suffer that harm; or 
by reason of any harm which it may be known by the doer to be likely to 
cause to any such person who has consented to take the risk of that harm. 


Illustration. 


A and Z agree to fence with each other for amusement. This 
agreement implies the consent of each to suffer any harm which, in the 
course of such fencing, may be caused without foul play; and if A, while 
playing fairly, hurts Z, A commits no offence. 


Act not intended to cause death, done by consent in good faith for 
person's benefit. 


26. Nothing, which is not intended to cause death, is an offence by 
reason of any harm which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to 
cause, or be known by the doer to be likely to cause, to any person for 
whose benefit it is done in good faith, and who has given a consent, whether 
express or implied, to suffer that harm, or to take the risk of that harm. 


Illustration. 


A, a Surgeon, knowing that a particular operation is likely to cause 
the death of Z, who suffers under the painful complaint, but not intending 
to cause Z’s death, and intending, in good faith, Z’s benefit, performs that 
operation on Z, with Z’s consent. A has committed no offence. 


Act done in good faith for benefit of child or person of unsound 
mind, by, or by consent of guardian. 


27. Nothing which is done in good faith for the benefit of a person 
under twelve years of age, or person of unsound mind, by, or by consent, 
either express or implied, of the guardian or other person having lawful 


charge of that person, is an offence by reason of any harm which it may 
cause, or be intended by the doer to cause or be known by the doer to be 
likely to cause to that person: 


Provided that this exception shall not extend to-- 


(a) the intentional causing of death, or to the attempting to 
cause death; 


(b) the doing of anything which the person doing it knows to 
be likely to cause death, for any purpose other than the preventing 
of death or grievous hurt, or the curing of any grievous disease or 
infirmity; 


(c) the voluntary causing of grievous hurt, or to the attempting 
to cause grievous hurt, unless it be for the purpose of preventing 
death or grievous hurt, or the curing of any grievous disease or 
infirmity; 

(d) the abetment of any offence, to the committing of which 
offence it would not extend. 


Illustration. 


A, in good faith, for his child’s benefit without his child’s consent, has 
his child cut for the stone by a surgeon knowing it to be likely that the 
operation will cause the child’s death, but not intending to cause the child’s 
death. A is within the exception, in as much as his object was the cure of 
the child. 


Consent known to be given under fear or misconception. 


28. A consent is not such a consent as is intended by any section of 
this Sanhita,- 


(a) if the consent is given by a person under fear of injury, or under 
a misconception of fact, and if the person doing the act knows, or has 
reason to believe, that the consent was given in consequence of such fear 
or misconception; or 


(b) if the consent is given by a person who, from unsoundness of 
mind, or intoxication, is unable to understand the nature and consequence 
of that to which he gives his consent; or 


(c) unless the contrary appears from the context, if the consent is 
given by a person who is under twelve years of age. 


Exclusion of acts which are offences independently of harm caused. 


29. The exceptions in sections 25, 26 and 27 do not extend to acts 
which are offences independently of any harm which they may cause, or be 


intended to cause, or be known to be likely to cause, to the person giving 
the consent, or on whose behalf the consent is given. 


Illustration. 


Causing miscarriage (unless caused in good faith for the purpose of 
saving the life of the woman) is an offence independently of any harm which 
it may cause or be intended to cause to the woman. Therefore, it is not an 
offence “by reason of such harm”; and the consent of the woman or of her 
guardian to the causing of such miscarriage does not justify the act. 


Act done in good faith for benefit of a person without consent. 


30. Nothing is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause 
to a person for whose benefit it is done in good faith, even without that 
person’s consent, if the circumstances are such that it is impossible for that 
person to signify consent, or if that person is incapable of giving consent, 
and has no guardian or other person in lawful charge of him from whom it 
is possible to obtain consent in time for the thing to be done with benefit: 


Provided that this exception shall not extend to-- 


(a) the intentional causing of death, or the attempting to cause 
death; 


(b) the doing of anything which the person doing it knows to 
be likely to cause death, for any purpose other than the preventing 
of death or grievous hurt, or the curing of any grievous disease or 
infirmity; 

(c) the voluntary causing of hurt, or to the attempting to cause 
hurt, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or hurt; 


(d) the abetment of any offence, to the committing of which 
offence it would not extend. 


Illustrations. 


(1) Z is thrown from his horse, and is insensible. A, a surgeon, finds 
that Z requires to be trepanned. A, not intending Z’s death, but in good 
faith, for Z’s benefit, performs the trepan before Z recovers his power of 
judging for himself. A has committed no offence. 


(2) Z is carried off by a tiger. A fires at the tiger knowing it to be 
likely that the shot may kill Z, but not intending to kill Z, and in good faith 
intending Z’s benefit. A’s bullet gives Z a mortal wound. A has committed 
no offence. 


(3) A, a surgeon, sees a child suffer an accident which is likely to 
prove fatal unless an operation be immediately performed. There is no time 


to apply to the child’s guardian. A performs the operation in spite of the 
entreaties of the child, intending, in good faith, the child’s benefit. A has 
committed no offence. 


(4) A is in a house which is on fire, with Z, a child. People below hold 
out a blanket. A drops the child from the house top, knowing it to be likely 
that the fall may kill the child, but not intending to kill the child, and 
intending, in good faith, the child’s benefit. Here, even if the child is killed 
by the fall, A has committed no offence. 


Explanation.—Mere pecuniary benefit is not benefit within the 
meaning of sections 26, 27 and this section. 


Communication made in good faith. 


31. No communication made in good faith is an offence by reason of 
any harm to the person to whom it is made, if it is made for the benefit of 
that person. 


Illustration. 


A, a surgeon, in good faith, communicates to a patient his opinion 
that he cannot live. The patient dies in consequence of the shock. A has 
committed no offence, though he knew it to be likely that the 
communication might cause the patient’s death. 


Act to which a person is compelled by threats. 


32. Except murder, and offences against the State punishable with 
death, nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is compelled to 
do it by threats, which, at the time of doing it, reasonably cause the 
apprehension that instant death to that person will otherwise be the 
consequence: 


Provided that the person doing the act did not of his own accord, or 
from a reasonable apprehension of harm to himself short of instant death, 
place himself in the situation by which he became subject to such 
constraint. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, of his own accord, or by reason of a 
threat of being beaten, joins a gang of dacoits, knowing their character, is 
not entitled to the benefit of this exception, on the ground of his having 
been compelled by his associates to do anything that is an offence by law. 


Explanation 2.—A person seized by a gang of dacoits, and forced, by 
threat of instant death, to do a thing which is an offence by law; for 
example, a smith compelled to take his tools and to force the door of a 
house for the dacoits to enter and plunder it, is entitled to the benefit of 
this exception. 


Act causing slight harm. 


33. Nothing is an offence by reason that it causes, or that it is 
intended to cause, or that it is known to be likely to cause, any harm, if 
that harm is so slight that no person of ordinary sense and temper would 
complain of such harm. 


Of right of private defence 
Things done in private defence. 


34. Nothing is an offence which is done in the exercise of the right of 
private defence. 


Right of private defence of body and of property. 


35. Every person has a right, subject to the restrictions contained in 
section 37, to defend— 


(a) his own body, and the body of any other person, against any 
offence affecting the human body; 


(b) the property, whether movable or immovable, of himself or of any 
other person, against any act which is an offence falling under the 
definition of theft, robbery, mischief or criminal trespass, or which is 
an attempt to commit theft, robbery, mischief or criminal trespass. 


Right of private defence against act of a person of unsound mind, 
etc. 


36. When an act, which would otherwise be a certain offence, is not 
that offence, by reason of the youth, the want of maturity of understanding, 
the unsoundness of mind or the intoxication of the person doing that act, 
or by reason of any misconception on the part of that person, every person 
has the same right of private defence against that act which he would have 
if the act were that offence. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Z, a person of unsound mind, attempts to kill A; Z is guilty of no 
offence. But A has the same right of private defence which he would have 
if Z were sane. 


(b) A enters by night a house which he is legally entitled to enter. Z, 
in good faith, taking A for a house-breaker, attacks A. Here Z, by attacking 
A under this misconception, commits no offence. But A has the same right 
of private defence against Z, which he would have if Z were not acting 
under that misconception. 


Acts against which there is no right of private defence. 


37. (1) There is no right of private defence,- 


(a) against an act which does not reasonably cause the 
apprehension of death or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to 
be done, by a public servant acting in good faith under colour of his 
office, though that act, may not be strictly justifiable by law; 


(b) against an act which does not reasonably cause the 
apprehension of death or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to 
be done, by the direction of a public servant acting in good faith under 
colour of his office, though that direction may not be strictly 
justifiable by law; 


(c) in cases in which there is time to have recourse to the 
protection of the public authorities. 


(2) The right of private defence in no case extends to the inflicting of 
more harm than it is necessary to inflict for the purpose of defence. 


Explanation 1.—A person is not deprived of the right of private 
defence against an act done, or attempted to be done, by a public servant, 
as such, unless he knows or has reason to believe, that the person doing 
the act is such public servant. 


Explanation 2.—A person is not deprived of the right of private 
defence against an act done, or attempted to be done, by the direction of 
a public servant, unless he knows, or has reason to believe, that the person 
doing the act is acting by such direction, or unless such person states the 
authority under which he acts, or if he has authority in writing, unless he 
produces such authority, if demanded. 


When right of private defence of body extends to causing death. 


38. The right of private defence of the body extends, under the 
restrictions specified in section 37, to the voluntary causing of death or of 
any other harm to the assailant, if the offence which occasions the exercise 
of the right be of any of the descriptions hereinafter enumerated, namely: — 


(a) such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that 
death will otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


(b) such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that 
grievous hurt will otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


(c) an assault with the intention of committing rape; 
(d) an assault with the intention of gratifying unnatural lust; 


(e) an assault with the intention of kidnapping or abducting; 


(f) an assault with the intention of wrongfully confining a person, 
under circumstances which may reasonably cause him to apprehend that 
he will be unable to have recourse to the public authorities for his release; 


(g) an act of throwing or administering acid or an attempt to throw 
or administer acid which may reasonably cause the apprehension that 
grievous hurt will otherwise be the consequence of such act. 


When such right extends to causing any harm other than death. 


39. If the offence be not of any of the descriptions specified in section 
38, the right of private defence of the body does not extend to the voluntary 
causing of death to the assailant, but does extend, under the restrictions 
specified in section 37, to the voluntary causing to the assailant of any 
harm other than death. 


Commencement and continuance of right of private defence of 
body. 


40. The right of private defence of the body commences as soon as 
a reasonable apprehension of danger to the body arises from an attempt 
or threat to commit the offence though the offence may not have been 
committed; and it continues as long as such apprehension of danger to the 
body continues. 


When right of private defence of property extends to causing death. 


41. The right of private defence of property extends, under the 
restrictions specified in section 37, to the voluntary causing of death or of 
any other harm to the wrong-doer, if the offence, the committing of which, 
or the attempting to commit which, occasions the exercise of the right, be 
an offence of any of the descriptions hereinafter enumerated, namely: — 


(a) robbery; 
(b) house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise; 


(c) mischief by fire or any explosive substance committed on 
any building, tent or vessel, which building, tent or vessel is used as 
a human dwelling, or as a place for the custody of property; 


(d) theft, mischief, or house-trespass, under such 
circumstances as may reasonably cause apprehension that death or 
grievous hurt will be the consequence, if such right of private defence 
is not exercised. 


When such right extends to causing any harm other than death. 


42. If the offence, the committing of which, or the attempting to 
commit which occasions the exercise of the right of private defence, be 


theft, mischief, or criminal trespass, not of any of the descriptions specified 
in section 41, that right does not extend to the voluntary causing of death, 
but does extend, subject to the restrictions specified in section 37, to the 
voluntary causing to the wrong-doer of any harm other than death. 


Commencement and continuance of right of private defence of 
property. 


43. The right of private defence of property,- 


(a) commences when a reasonable apprehension of danger to 
the property commences; 


(b) against theft continues till the offender has effected his 
retreat with the property or either the assistance of the public 
authorities is obtained, or the property has been recovered; 


(c) against robbery continues as long as the offender causes or 
attempts to cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful restraint 
or as long as the fear of instant death or of instant hurt or of instant 
personal restraint continues; 


(d) against criminal trespass or mischief continues as long as 
the offender continues in the commission of criminal trespass or 
mischief; 


(e) against house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise 
continues as long as the house-trespass which has been begun by 
such house-breaking continues. 


Right of private defence against deadly assault when there is risk 
of harm to innocent person. 


44. If in the exercise of the right of private defence against an assault 
which reasonably causes the apprehension of death, the defender be so 
situated that he cannot effectually exercise that right without risk of harm 
to an innocent person, his right of private defence extends to the running 
of that risk. 


Illustration. 


A is attacked by a mob who attempt to murder him. He cannot 
effectually exercise his right of private defence without firing on the mob, 
and he cannot fire without risk of harming young children who are mingled 
with the mob. A commits no offence if by so firing he harms any of the 
children. 


CHAPTER IV 
OF ABETMENT, CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT 


of abetment 
Abetment of a thing. 
45. A person abets the doing of a thing, who— 
(a) instigates any person to do that thing; or 


(b) engages with one or more other person or persons in any 
conspiracy for the doing of that thing, if an act or illegal omission 
takes place in pursuance of that conspiracy, and in order to the doing 
of that thing; or 


(c) intentionally aids, by any act or illegal omission, the doing 
of that thing. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, by wilful misrepresentation, or by 
wilful concealment of a material fact which he is bound to disclose, 
voluntarily causes or procures, or attempts to cause or procure, a thing to 
be done, is said to instigate the doing of that thing. 


Illustration. 


A, a public officer, is authorised by a warrant from a Court to 
apprehend Z. B, knowing that fact and also that C is not Z, wilfully 
represents to A that C is Z, and thereby intentionally causes A to apprehend 
C. Here B abets by instigation the apprehension of C. 


Explanation 2.—Whoever, either prior to or at the time of the 
commission of an act, does anything in order to facilitate the commission 
of that act, and thereby facilitates the commission thereof, is said to aid 
the doing of that act. 


Abettor. 


46. A person abets an offence, who abets either the commission of 
an offence, or the commission of an act which would be an offence, if 
committed by a person capable by law of committing an offence with the 
same intention or knowledge as that of the abettor. 


Explanation 1.—The abetment of the illegal omission of an act may 
amount to an offence although the abettor may not himself be bound to do 
that act. 


Explanation 2.—To constitute the offence of abetment it is not 
necessary that the act abetted should be committed, or that the effect 
requisite to constitute the offence should be caused. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to murder C. B refuses to do so. A is guilty of 
abetting B to commit murder. 


(b) A instigates B to murder D. B in pursuance of the instigation stabs 
D. D recovers from the wound. A is guilty of instigating B to commit murder. 


Explanation 3.—It is not necessary that the person abetted should be 
capable by law of committing an offence, or that he should have the same 
guilty intention or knowledge as that of the abettor, or any guilty intention 
or knowledge. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, with a guilty intention, abets a child or a person of unsound 
mind to commit an act which would be an offence, if committed by a person 
capable by law of committing an offence, and having the same intention as 
A. Here A, whether the act be committed or not, is guilty of abetting an 
offence. 


(b) A, with the intention of murdering Z, instigates B, a child under 
seven years of age, to do an act which causes Z’s death. B, in consequence 
of the abetment, does the act in the absence of A and thereby causes Z's 
death. Here, though B was not capable by law of committing an offence, A 
is liable to be punished in the same manner as if B had been capable by 
law of committing an offence, and had committed murder, and he is 
therefore subject to the punishment of death. 


(c) A instigates B to set fire to a dwelling-house. B, in consequence 
of his unsoundness of mind, being incapable of knowing the nature of the 
act, or that he is doing what is wrong or contrary to law, sets fire to the 
house in consequence of A’s instigation. B has committed no offence, but 
A is guilty of abetting the offence of setting fire to a dwelling-house, and is 
liable to the punishment provided for that offence. 


(d) A, intending to cause a theft to be committed, instigates B to take 
property belonging to Z out of Z’s possession. A induces B to believe that 
the property belongs to A. B takes the property out of Z’s possession, in 
good faith, believing it to be A’s property. B, acting under this 
misconception, does not take dishonestly, and therefore does not commit 
theft. But A is guilty of abetting theft, and is liable to the same punishment 
as if B had committed theft. 


Explanation 4.—The abetment of an offence being an offence, the 
abetment of such an abetment is also an offence. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to instigate C to murder Z. B accordingly instigates C 
to murder Z, and C commits that offence in consequence of B’s instigation. 


B is liable to be punished for his offence with the punishment for murder; 
and, as A instigated B to commit the offence, A is also liable to the same 
punishment. 


Explanation 5.—It is not necessary to the commission of the offence 
of abetment by conspiracy that the abettor should concert the offence with 
the person who commits it. It is sufficient if he engages in the conspiracy 
in pursuance of which the offence is committed. 


Illustration. 


A concerts with B a plan for poisoning Z. It is agreed that A shall 
administer the poison. B then explains the plan to C mentioning that a third 
person is to administer the poison, but without mentioning A’s name. C 
agrees to procure the poison, and procures and delivers it to B for the 
purpose of its being used in the manner explained. A administers the 
poison; Z dies in consequence. Here, though A and C have not conspired 
together, yet C has been engaged in the conspiracy in pursuance of which 
Z has been murdered. C has therefore committed the offence defined in 
this section and is liable to the punishment for murder. 


Abetment in India of offences outside India. 


47. A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Sanhita 
who, in India, abets the commission of any act without and beyond India 
which would constitute an offence if committed in India. 


Illustration. 


A, in India, instigates B, a foreigner in country X, to commit a murder 
in that country, A is guilty of abetting murder. 


Abetment outside India for offence in India. 


48. A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Sanhita 
who, without and beyond India, abets the commission of any act in India 
which would constitute an offence if committed in India. 


Illustration 


A, in country X, instigates B, to commit a murder in India, A is guilty 
of abetting murder. 


Punishment of abetment if act abetted is committed in consequence 
and where no express provision is made for its punishment. 


49. Whoever abets any offence shall, if the act abetted is committed 
in consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is made by this 
Sanhita for the punishment of such abetment, be punished with the 
punishment provided for the offence. 


Explanation.—An act or offence is said to be committed in 
consequence of abetment, when it is committed in consequence of the 
instigation, or in pursuance of the conspiracy, or with the aid which 
constitutes the abetment. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to give false evidence. B, in consequence of the 
instigation, commits that offence. A is guilty of abetting that offence, and 
is liable to the same punishment as B. 


(b) A and B conspire to poison Z. A, in pursuance of the conspiracy, 
procures the poison and delivers it to B in order that he may administer it 
to Z. B, in pursuance of the conspiracy, administers the poison to Z in A’s 
absence and thereby causes Z’s death. Here B is guilty of murder. A is 
guilty of abetting that offence by conspiracy, and is liable to the punishment 
for murder. 


Punishment of abetment if person abetted does act with different 
intention from that of abettor. 


50. Whoever abets the commission of an offence shall, if the person 
abetted does the act with a different intention or knowledge from that of 
the abettor, be punished with the punishment provided for the offence 
which would have been committed if the act had been done with the 
intention or knowledge of the abettor and with no other. 


Liability of abettor when one act abetted and different act done. 


51. When an act is abetted and a different act is done, the abettor is 
liable for the act done, in the same manner and to the same extent as if he 
had directly abetted it: 


Provided that the act done was a probable consequence of the 
abetment, and was committed under the influence of the instigation, or 
with the aid or in pursuance of the conspiracy which constituted the 
abetment. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates a child to put poison into the food of Z, and gives him 
poison for that purpose. The child, in consequence of the instigation, by 
mistake puts the poison into the food of Y, which is by the side of that of 
Z. Here, if the child was acting under the influence of A’s instigation, and 
the act done was under the circumstances a probable consequence of the 
abetment, A is liable in the same manner and to the same extent as if he 
had instigated the child to put the poison into the food of Y. 


(b) A instigates B to burn Z’s house, B sets fire to the house and at 
the same time commits theft of property there. A, though guilty of abetting 
the burning of the house, is not guilty of abetting the theft; for the theft 
was a distinct act, and not a probable consequence of the burning. 


(c) A instigates B and C to break into an inhabited house at midnight 
for the purpose of robbery, and provides them with arms for that purpose. 
B and C break into the house, and being resisted by Z, one of the inmates, 
murder Z. Here, if that murder was the probable consequence of the 
abetment, A is liable to the punishment provided for murder. 


Abettor when liable to cumulative punishment for act abetted and 
for act done. 


52. If the act for which the abettor is liable under section 51 is 
committed in addition to the act abetted, and constitute a distinct offence, 
the abettor is liable to punishment for each of the offences. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to resist by force a distress made by a public servant. 
B, in consequence, resists that distress. In offering the resistance, B 
voluntarily causes grievous hurt to the officer executing the distress. As B 
has committed both the offence of resisting the distress, and the offence of 
voluntarily causing grievous hurt, B is liable to punishment for both these 
offences; and, if A knew that B was likely voluntarily to cause grievous hurt 
in resisting the distress, A will also be liable to punishment for each of the 
offences. 


Liability of abettor for an effect caused by act abetted different from 
that intended by abettor. 


53. When an act is abetted with the intention on the part of the 
abettor of causing a particular effect, and an act for which the abettor is 
liable in consequence of the abetment, causes a different effect from that 
intended by the abettor, the abettor is liable for the effect caused, in the 
Same manner and to the same extent as if he had abetted the act with the 
intention of causing that effect, provided he knew that the act abetted was 
likely to cause that effect. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to cause grievous hurt to Z. B, in consequence of the 
instigation, causes grievous hurt to Z. Z dies in consequence. Here, if A 
knew that the grievous hurt abetted was likely to cause death, A is liable 
to be punished with the punishment provided for murder. 


Abettor present when offence is committed. 


54. Whenever any person, who is absent would be liable to be 
punished as an abettor, is present when the act or offence for which he 
would be punishable in consequence of the abetment is committed, he shall 
be deemed to have committed such act or offence. 


Abetment of offence punishable with death or imprisonment for 
life. 


55. Whoever abets the commission of an offence punishable with 
death or imprisonment for life, shall, if that offence be not committed in 
consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is made under this 
Sanhita for the punishment of such abetment, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if any act for which the abettor 
is liable in consequence of the abetment, and which causes hurt to any 
person, is done, the abettor shall be liable to imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to murder Z. The offence is not committed. If B had 
murdered Z, he would have been subject to the punishment of death or 
imprisonment for life. Therefore, A is liable to imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to seven years and also to a fine; and if any hurt be 
done to Z in consequence of the abetment, he will be liable to imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to fourteen years, and to fine. 


Abetment of offence punishable with imprisonment. 


56. Whoever abets an offence punishable with imprisonment shall, if 
that offence be not committed in consequence of the abetment, and no 
express provision is made under this Sanhita for the punishment of such 
abetment, be punished with imprisonment of any description provided for 
that offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest 
term provided for that offence; or with such fine as is provided for that 
offence, or with both; and if the abettor or the person abetted is a public 
servant, whose duty it is to prevent the commission of such offence, the 
abettor shall be punished with imprisonment of any description provided 
for that offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the longest 
term provided for that offence, or with such fine as is provided for the 
offence, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to give false evidence. Here, if B does not give false 
evidence, A has nevertheless committed the offence defined in this section, 
and is punishable accordingly. 


(b) A, a police officer, whose duty it is to prevent robbery, abets the 
commission of robbery. Here, though the robbery be not committed, A is 
liable to one-half of the longest term of imprisonment provided for that 
offence, and also to fine. 


(c) B abets the commission of a robbery by A, a police officer, whose 
duty it is to prevent that offence. Here, though the robbery be not 
committed, B is liable to one-half of the longest term of imprisonment 
provided for the offence of robbery, and also to fine. 


Abetting commission of offence by public or by more than ten 
persons. 


57. Whoever abets the commission of an offence by the public 
generally or by any number or class of persons exceeding ten, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years and with fine. 


Illustration. 


A affixes in a public place a placard instigating a sect consisting of 
more than ten members to meet at a certain time and place, for the purpose 
of attacking the members of an adverse sect, while engaged in a 
procession. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Concealing design to commit offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life. 


58. Whoever intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he 
will thereby facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with death 
or imprisonment for life, voluntarily conceals by any act or omission, or by 
the use of encryption or any other information hiding tool, the existence of 
a design to commit such offence or makes any representation which he 
knows to be false respecting such design shall,- 


(a) if that offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years; or 


(b) if the offence be not committed, with imprisonment of either 
description, for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that dacoity is about to be committed at B, falsely informs 
the Magistrate that a dacoity is about to be committed at C, a place in an 
opposite direction, and thereby misleads the Magistrate with intent to 
facilitate the commission of the offence. The dacoity is committed at B in 
pursuance of the design. A is punishable under this section. 


Public servant concealing design to commit offence which it is his 
duty to prevent. 


59. Whoever, being a public servant, intending to facilitate or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby facilitate the commission of an 
offence which it is his duty as such public servant to prevent, voluntarily 
conceals, by any act or omission or by the use of encryption or any other 
information hiding tool, the existence of a design to commit such offence, 
or makes any representation which he knows to be false respecting such 
design shall,- 


(a) if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of 
any description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to 
one-half of the longest term of such imprisonment, or with such fine as is 
provided for that offence, or with both; or 


(b) if the offence be punishable with death or imprisonment for life, 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years; or 


(c) if the offence be not committed, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of any description provided for the offence for a term which 
may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of such imprisonment or 
with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, an officer of police, being legally bound to give information of all 
designs to commit robbery which may come to his knowledge, and knowing 
that B designs to commit robbery, omits to give such information, with 
intent to so facilitate the commission of that offence. 


Here A has by an illegal omission concealed the existence of B’s 
design, and is liable to punishment according to the provision of this 
section. 


Concealing design to commit offence punishable’ with 
imprisonment. 


60. Whoever, intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he 
will thereby facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with 
imprisonment, voluntarily conceals, by any act or illegal omission, the 
existence of a design to commit such offence, or makes any representation 
which he knows to be false respecting such design shall,—-- 


(a) if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of 
the description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to 
one-fourth; and 


(b) if the offence be not committed, to one-eighth, 


of the longest term of such imprisonment, or with such fine as is 
provided for the offence, or with both. 


Of criminal conspiracy 
Criminal conspiracy. 


61. (1) When two or more persons agree with the common object to 
do, or cause to be done-- 


(a) an illegal act; or 


(b) an act which is not illegal by illegal means, such an 
agreement is designated a criminal conspiracy: 


Provided that no agreement except an agreement to commit an 
offence shall amount to a criminal conspiracy unless some act besides the 
agreement is done by one or more parties to such agreement in pursuance 
thereof. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial whether the illegal act is the ultimate 
object of such agreement, or is merely incidental to that object. 


(2) Whoever is a party to a criminal conspiracy,-- 


(a) to commit an offence punishable with death, imprisonment 
for life or rigorous imprisonment for a term of two years or upwards, 
shall, where no express provision is made in this Sanhita for the 
punishment of such a conspiracy, be punished in the same manner 
as if he had abetted such offence; 


(b) other than a criminal conspiracy to commit an offence 
punishable as aforesaid shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term not exceeding six months, or with fine or with 
both. 


Of attempt 


Punishment for attempting to commit offences punishable with 
imprisonment for life or other imprisonment. 


62. Whoever attempts to commit an offence punishable by this 
Sanhita with imprisonment for life or imprisonment, or to cause such an 
offence to be committed, and in such attempt does any act towards the 
commission of the offence, shall, where no express provision is made by 
this Sanhita for the punishment of such attempt, be punished with 
imprisonment of any description provided for the offence, for a term which 
may extend to one-half of the imprisonment for life or, as the case may be, 


one-half of the longest term of imprisonment provided for that offence, or 
with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A makes an attempt to steal some jewels by breaking open a box, 
and finds after so opening the box, that there is no jewel in it. He has done 
an act towards the commission of theft, and therefore is guilty under this 
section. 


(b) A makes an attempt to pick the pocket of Z by thrusting his hand 
into Z’s pocket. A fails in the attempt in consequence of Z’s having nothing 
in his pocket. A is guilty under this section. 


CHAPTER V 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST WOMAN AND CHILD 
Of sexual offences 


Rape. 


63. A man is said to commit “rape” if he— 


(a) penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the vagina, mouth, 
urethra or anus of a woman or makes her to do so with him or any other 
person; or 


(b) inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of the body, not being 
the penis, into the vagina, the urethra or anus of a woman or makes her to 
do so with him or any other person; or 


(c) manipulates any part of the body of a woman so as to cause 
penetration into the vagina, urethra, anus or any part of body of such 
woman or makes her to do so with him or any other person; or 


(d) applies his mouth to the vagina, anus, urethra of a woman or 
makes her to do so with him or any other person, 


under the circumstances falling under any of the following seven 
descriptions: — 


(i) against her will; 
(ii) without her consent; 


(iii) with her consent, when her consent has been obtained by putting 
her or any person in whom she is interested, in fear of death or of hurt; 


(iv) with her consent, when the man knows that he is not her husband 
and that her consent is given because she believes that he is another man 
to whom she is or believes herself to be lawfully married; 


(v) with her consent when, at the time of giving such consent, by 
reason of unsoundness of mind or intoxication or the administration by him 
personally or through another of any stupefying or unwholesome 
substance, she is unable to understand the nature and consequences of 
that to which she gives consent; 


(vi) with or without her consent, when she is under eighteen years of 
age; 


(vii) when she is unable to communicate consent. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “vagina” shall also 
include labia majora. 


Explanation 2.—Consent means an unequivocal voluntary agreement 
when the woman by words, gestures or any form of verbal or non-verbal 
communication, communicates willingness to participate in the specific 
sexual act: 


Provided that a woman who does not physically resist to the act of 
penetration shall not by the reason only of that fact, be regarded as 
consenting to the sexual activity. 


Exception 1.-A medical procedure or intervention shall not constitute 
rape. 


Exception 2.-Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own 
wife, the wife not being under eighteen years of age, is not rape. 


Punishment for rape. 


64. (1) Whoever, except in the cases provided for in sub-section (2), 
commits rape, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of either 
description for a term which shall not be less than ten years, but which may 
extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever,— 
(a) being a police officer, commits rape, — 


(i) within the limits of the police station to which such 
police officer is appointed; or 


(ii) in the premises of any station house; or 


(iii) On a Woman in such police officer’s custody or in the 
custody of a police officer subordinate to such police officer; or 


(b) being a public servant, commits rape on a woman in such 
public servant’s custody or in the custody of a public servant 
subordinate to such public servant; or 


(c) being a member of the armed forces deployed in an area by 
the Central Government or a State Government commits rape in such 
area; or 


(d) being on the management or on the staff of a jail, remand 
home or other place of custody established by or under any law for 
the time being in force or of a women’s or children’s institution, 
commits rape on any inmate of such jail, remand home, place or 
institution; or 


(e) being on the management or on the staff of a hospital, 
commits rape on a woman in that hospital; or 


(f) being a relative, guardian or teacher of, or a person in a 
position of trust or authority towards the woman, commits rape on 
such woman; or 


(g) commits rape during communal or sectarian violence; or 
(h) commits rape on a woman knowing her to be pregnant; or 
(i) commits rape, on a woman incapable of giving consent; or 


(j) being in a position of control or dominance over a woman, 
commits rape on such woman; or 


(k) commits rape on a woman suffering from mental or physical 
disability; or 

(1) while committing rape causes grievous bodily harm or 
maims or disfigures or endangers the life of a woman; or 

(m) commits rape repeatedly on the same woman, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than ten years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, 
which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural 
life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, — 


(a) “armed forces” means the naval, army and air forces and 
includes any member of the Armed Forces constituted under any law for 
the time being in force, including the paramilitary forces and any auxiliary 


forces that are under the control of the Central Government or the State 
Government; 


(b) “hospital” means the precincts of the hospital and includes the 
precincts of any institution for the reception and treatment of persons 
during convalescence or of persons requiring medical attention or 
rehabilitation; 


(c) “police officer” shall have the same meaning as assigned to the 
expression “police” under the Police Act, 1861; 


(d) “women’s or children’s institution” means an institution, whether 
called an orphanage or a home for neglected women or children or a 
widow’s home or an institution called by any other name, which is 
established and maintained for the reception and care of women or 
children. 


Punishment for rape in certain cases. 


65. (1) Whoever, commits rape on a woman under sixteen years of 
age shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than twenty years, but which may extend to imprisonment for 
life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s 
natural life, and shall also be liable to fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the 
medical expenses and rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall 
be paid to the victim. 


(2) Whoever, commits rape on a woman under twelve years of age 
shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be 
less than twenty years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, 
which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural 
life, and with fine or with death: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the 
medical expenses and rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall 
be paid to the victim. 


Punishment for causing death or resulting in persistent vegetative 
state of victim. 


66. Whoever, commits an offence punishable under sub-section (1) 
or sub-section (2) of section 64 and in the course of such commission 
inflicts an injury which causes the death of the woman or causes the woman 
to be in a persistent vegetative state, shall be punished with rigorous 


imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment 
for the remainder of that person’s natural life, or with death. 


Sexual intercourse by husband upon his wife during separation. 


67. Whoever has sexual intercourse with his own wife, who is living 
separately, whether under a decree of separation or otherwise, without her 
consent, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which shall not be less than two years but which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of 
the acts mentioned in clauses (a) to (d) of section 63. 


Sexual intercourse by a person in authority. 
68. Whoever, being— 
(a) in a position of authority or in a fiduciary relationship; or 
(b) a public servant; or 


(c) superintendent or manager of a jail, remand home or other 
place of custody established by or under any law for the time being 
in force, or a women’s or children’s institution; or 


(d) on the management of a hospital or being on the staff of a 
hospital, 


abuses such position or fiduciary relationship to induce or seduce any 
woman either in his custody or under his charge or present in the premises 
to have sexual intercourse with him, such sexual intercourse not amounting 
to the offence of rape, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of 
either description for a term which shall not be less than five years, but 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any 
of the acts mentioned in clauses (a) to (d) of section 63. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, Explanation 1 to 
section 63 shall also be applicable. 


Explanation 3.—“Superintendent”, in relation to a jail, remand home 
or other place of custody or a women’s or children’s institution, includes a 
person holding any other office in such jail, remand home, place or 
institution by virtue of which such person can exercise any authority or 
control over its inmates. 


Explanation 4.—The expressions “hospital” and “women’s or 
children’s institution” shall respectively have the same meanings as in 
clauses (b) and (d) of the Explanation to sub-section (2) of section 64. 


Sexual intercourse by employing deceitful means, etc. 


69. Whoever, by deceitful means or by making promise to marry to 
a woman without any intention of fulfilling the same, has sexual intercourse 
with her, such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to ten years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—“deceitful means” shall include inducement for, or false 
promise of employment or promotion, or marrying by suppressing identity. 


Gang rape. 


70. (1) Where a woman is raped by one or more persons constituting 
a group or acting in furtherance of a common intention, each of those 
persons shall be deemed to have committed the offence of rape and shall 
be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than twenty years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life which 
shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, 
and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the 
medical expenses and rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall 
be paid to the victim. 


(2) Where a woman under eighteen years of age is raped by one or 
more persons constituting a group or acting in furtherance of a common 
intention, each of those persons shall be deemed to have committed the 
offence of rape and shall be punished with imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, and with 
fine, or with death: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the 
medical expenses and rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall 
be paid to the victim. 


Punishment for repeat offenders. 


71. Whoever has been previously convicted of an offence punishable 
under section 64 or section 65 or section 66 or section 70 and is 
subsequently convicted of an offence punishable under any of the said 


sections shall be punished with imprisonment for life which shall mean 
imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, or with death. 


Disclosure of identity of victim of certain offences, etc. 


72. (1) Whoever prints or publishes the name or any matter which 
may make known the identity of any person against whom an offence under 
section 64 or section 65 or section 66 or section 67 or section 68 or section 
69 or section 70 or section 71 is alleged or found to have been committed 
(hereafter in this section referred to as the victim) shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years and Shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) extends to any printing or publication 
of the name or any matter which may make known the identity of the victim 
if such printing or publication is— 


(a) by or under the order in writing of the officer-in-charge of 
the police station or the police officer making the investigation into such 
offence acting in good faith for the purposes of such investigation; or 


(b) by, or with the authorisation in writing of, the victim; or 


(c) where the victim is dead or a child or of unsound mind, by, 
or with the authorisation in writing of, the next of kin of the victim: 


Provided that no such authorisation shall be given by the next of kin 
to anybody other than the chairman or the secretary, by whatever name 
called, of any recognised welfare institution or organisation. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “recognised 
welfare institution or organisation” means a social welfare institution or 
organisation recognised in this behalf by the Central Government or the 
State Government. 


Printing or publishing any matter’ relating to Court 
proceedings without permission. 


73. Whoever prints or publishes any matter in relation to any 
proceeding before a Court with respect to an offence referred to in section 
72 without the previous permission of such Court shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years and Shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—The printing or publication of the judgment of any High 
Court or the Supreme Court does not amount to an offence within the 
meaning of this section. 


Of criminal force and assault against woman 


Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her 
modesty. 


74. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, intending 
to outrage or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby outrage her 
modesty, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to five 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Sexual harassment. 
75. (1) A man committing any of the following acts: — 


(i) physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and 
explicit sexual overtures; or 


(ii) a demand or request for sexual favours; or 
(iii) showing pornography against the will of a woman; or 


(iv) making sexually coloured remarks, shall be guilty of the 
offence of sexual harassment. 


(2) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (i) or clause 
(ii) or clause (iii) of sub-section (1) shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


(3) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (iv) of sub- 
section (1) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to disrobe. 


76. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman or abets 
such act with the intention of disrobing or compelling her to be naked, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall 
not be less than three years but which may extend to seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


Voyeurism. 


77. Whoever watches, or captures the image of a woman engaging 
in a private act in circumstances where she would usually have the 
expectation of not being observed either by the perpetrator or by any other 
person at the behest of the perpetrator or disseminates such image shall 
be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which shall not be less than one year, but which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine, and be punished on a second 
or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description for a 


term which shall not be less than three years, but which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “private act” 
includes an act of watching carried out in a place which, in the 
circumstances, would reasonably be expected to provide privacy and where 
the victim’s genitals, posterior or breasts are exposed or covered only in 
underwear; or the victim is using a lavatory; or the victim is doing a sexual 
act that is not of a kind ordinarily done in public. 


Explanation 2.—Where the victim consents to the capture of the 
images or any act, but not to their dissemination to third persons and where 
such image or act is disseminated, such dissemination shall be considered 
an offence under this section. 


Stalking. 
78. (1) Any man who— 


(i) follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to contact such 
woman to foster personal interaction repeatedly despite a clear 
indication of disinterest by such woman; or 


(ii) monitors the use by a woman of the internet, e-mail or any 
other form of electronic communication, 


commits the offence of stalking: 


Provided that such conduct shall not amount to stalking if the man 
who pursued it proves that— 


(i) it was pursued for the purpose of preventing or detecting 
crime and the man accused of stalking had been entrusted with the 
responsibility of prevention and detection of crime by the State; or 


(ii) it was pursued under any law or to comply with any 
condition or requirement imposed by any person under any law; or 


(iii) in the particular circumstances such conduct was 
reasonable and justified. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of stalking shall be punished on 
first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; and be punished 
on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Word, gesture or act intended to insult modesty of a woman. 


79. Whoever, intending to insult the modesty of any woman, utters 
any words, makes any sound or gesture, or exhibits any object in any form, 
intending that such word or sound shall be heard, or that such gesture or 
object shall be seen, by such woman, or intrudes upon the privacy of such 
woman, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to three years, and also with fine. 


Of offences relating to marriage 
Dowry death. 


80. (1) Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily 
injury or occurs otherwise than under normal circumstances within seven 
years of her marriage and it is shown that soon before her death she was 
subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any relative of her 
husband for, or in connection with, any demand for dowry, such death shall 
be called “dowry death”, and such husband or relative shall be deemed to 
have caused her death. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “dowry” shall 
have the same meaning as in section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. 


(2) Whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life. 


Cohabitation caused by man deceitfully inducing belief of lawful 
marriage. 


81. Every man who by deceit causes any woman who is not lawfully 
married to him to believe that she is lawfully married to him and to cohabit 
or have sexual intercourse with him in that belief, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Marrying again during lifetime of husband or wife. 


82. (1) Whoever, having a husband or wife living, marries in any case 
in which such marriage is void by reason of its taking place during the life 
of such husband or wife, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Exception.—This sub-section does not extend to any person whose 
marriage with such husband or wife has been declared void by a Court of 
competent jurisdiction, nor to any person who contracts a marriage during 
the life of a former husband or wife, if such husband or wife, at the time of 
the subsequent marriage, shall have been continually absent from such 
person for the space of seven years, and shall not have been heard of by 


such person as being alive within that time provided the person contracting 
such subsequent marriage shall, before such marriage takes place, inform 
the person with whom such marriage is contracted of the real state of facts 
so far as the same are within his or her knowledge. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence under sub-section (1) having 
concealed from the person with whom the subsequent marriage is 
contracted, the fact of the former marriage, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Marriage ceremony fraudulently gone through without lawful 
marriage. 


83. Whoever, dishonestly or with a fraudulent intention, goes 
through the ceremony of being married, knowing that he is not thereby 
lawfully married, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Enticing or taking away or detaining with criminal intent a married 
woman. 


84. Whoever takes or entices away any woman who is and whom he 
knows or has reason to believe to be the wife of any other man, with intent 
that she may have illicit intercourse with any person, or conceals or detains 
with that intent any such woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to 
cruelty. 


85. Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a 
woman, subjects such woman to cruelty shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Cruelty defined. 
86. For the purposes of section 85, “cruelty” means— 


(a) any wilful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to 
drive the woman to commit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger 
to life, limb or health (whether mental or physical) of the woman; or 


(b) harassment of the woman where such harassment is with a 
view to coercing her or any person related to her to meet any unlawful 
demand for any property or valuable security or is on account of 
failure by her or any person related to her to meet such demand. 


Kidnapping, abducting or inducing woman to compel her marriage, 
etc. 


87. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any woman with intent that she may 
be compelled, or knowing it to be likely that she will be compelled, to marry 
any person against her will, or in order that she may be forced or seduced 
to illicit intercourse, or knowing it to be likely that she will be forced or 
seduced to illicit intercourse, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; and whoever, by means of criminal intimidation as defined in 
this Sanhita or of abuse of authority or any other method of compulsion, 
induces any woman to go from any place with intent that she may be, or 
knowing that it is likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit 
intercourse with another person shall also be punishable as aforesaid. 


Of causing miscarriage, etc. 
Causing miscarriage. 


88. Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry, shall, 
if such miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving 
the life of the woman, be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and, 
if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within the 
meaning of this section. 


Causing miscarriage without woman's consent. 


89. Whoever commits the offence under section 88 without the 
consent of the woman, whether the woman is quick with child or not, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Death caused by act done with intent to cause miscarriage. 


90. (1) Whoever, with intent to cause the miscarriage of a woman 
with child, does any act which causes the death of such woman, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Where the act referred to in sub-section (1) is done without the 
consent of the woman, shall be punishable either with imprisonment for 
life, or with the punishment specified in said sub-section. 


Explanation.—It is not essential to this offence that the offender 
should know that the act is likely to cause death. 


Act done with intent to prevent child being born alive or to cause to 
die after birth. 


91. Whoever before the birth of any child does any act with the 
intention of thereby preventing that child from being born alive or causing 
it to die after its birth, and does by such act prevent that child from being 
born alive, or causes it to die after its birth, shall, if such act be not caused 
in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the mother, be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Causing death of quick unborn child by act amounting to culpable 
homicide. 


92. Whoever does any act under such circumstances, that if he 
thereby caused death he would be guilty of culpable homicide, and does by 
such act cause the death of a quick unborn child, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that he is likely to cause the death of a pregnant woman, 
does an act which, if it caused the death of the woman, would amount to 
culpable homicide. The woman is injured, but does not die; but the death 
of an unborn quick child with which she is pregnant is thereby caused. A is 
guilty of the offence defined in this section. 


Of offences against child 


Exposure and abandonment of child under twelve years of age, by 
parent or person having care of it. 


93. Whoever being the father or mother of a child under the age of 
twelve years, or having the care of such child, shall expose or leave such 
child in any place with the intention of wholly abandoning such child, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—This section is not intended to prevent the trial of the 
offender for murder or culpable homicide, as the case may be, if the child 
die in consequence of the exposure. 


Concealment of birth by secret disposal of dead body. 


94. Whoever, by secretly burying or otherwise disposing of the dead 
body of a child whether such child die before or after or during its birth, 


intentionally conceals or endeavours to conceal the birth of such child, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Hiring, employing or engaging a child to commit an offence. 


95. Whoever hires, employs or engages any child to commit an 
offence shall be punished with imprisonment of either description which 
shall not be less than three years but which may extend to ten years, and 
with fine; and if the offence be committed shall also be punished with the 
punishment provided for that offence as if the offence has been committed 
by such person himself. 


Explanation.—Hiring, employing, engaging or using a child for sexual 
exploitation or pornography is covered within the meaning of this section. 


Procuration of child. 


96. Whoever, by any means whatsoever, induces any child to go from 
any place or to do any act with intent that such child may be, or knowing 
that it is likely that such child will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse 
with another person shall be punishable with imprisonment which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Kidnapping or abducting child under ten years of age with intent to 
steal from its person. 


97. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any child under the age of ten years 
with the intention of taking dishonestly any movable property from the 
person of such child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Selling child for purposes of prostitution, etc. 


98. Whoever sells, lets to hire, or otherwise disposes of any child 
with intent that such child shall at any age be employed or used for the 
purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any 
unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such child will 
at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—When a female under the age of eighteen years is 
sold, let for hire, or otherwise disposed of to a prostitute or to any person 
who keeps or manages a brothel, the person so disposing of such female 
shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have disposed of her 
with the intent that she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section “illicit intercourse” 
means sexual intercourse between persons not united by marriage or by 
any union or tie which, though not amounting to a marriage, is recognised 
by the personal law or custom of the community to which they belong or, 
where they belong to different communities, of both such communities, as 
constituting between them a quasi-marital relation. 


Buying child for purposes of prostitution, etc. 


99. Whoever buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of any child 
with intent that such child shall at any age be employed or used for the 
purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any 
unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such child will 
at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less 
than seven years but which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—Any prostitute or any person keeping or managing a 
brothel, who buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of a female under 
the age of eighteen years shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed 
to have obtained possession of such female with the intent that she shall 
be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation 2.—“Illicit intercourse” has the same meaning as in 
section 98. 


CHAPTER VI 
OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE HUMAN BODY 
Of offences affecting life 
Culpable homicide. 


100. Whoever causes death by doing an act with the intention of 
causing death, or with the intention of causing such bodily injury as is likely 
to cause death, or with the knowledge that he is likely by such act to cause 
death, commits the offence of culpable homicide. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A lays sticks and turf over a pit, with the intention of thereby 
causing death, or with the knowledge that death is likely to be thereby 
caused. Z, believing the ground to be firm, treads on it, falls in and is killed. 
A has committed the offence of culpable homicide. 


(b) A knows Z to be behind a bush. B does not know it. A, intending 
to cause, or knowing it to be likely to cause Z’s death, induces B to fire at 


the bush. B fires and kills Z. Here B may be guilty of no offence; but A has 
committed the offence of culpable homicide. 


(c) A, by shooting at a fowl with intent to kill and steal it, kills B, who 
is behind a bush; A not knowing that he was there. Here, although A was 
doing an unlawful act, he was not guilty of culpable homicide, as he did not 
intend to kill B, or to cause death by doing an act that he knew was likely 
to cause death. 


Explanation 1.—A person who causes bodily injury to another who is 
labouring under a disorder, disease or bodily infirmity, and thereby 
accelerates the death of that other, shall be deemed to have caused his 
death. 


Explanation 2.—Where death is caused by bodily injury, the person 
who causes such bodily injury shall be deemed to have caused the death, 
although by resorting to proper remedies and skilful treatment the death 
might have been prevented. 


Explanation 3.—The causing of the death of a child in the mother’s 
womb is not homicide. But it may amount to culpable homicide to cause 
the death of a living child, if any part of that child has been brought forth, 
though the child may not have breathed or been completely born. 


Murder. 


101. Except in the cases hereinafter excepted, culpable homicide is 
murder,- 


(a) if the act by which the death is caused is done with the 
intention of causing death; or 


(b) if the act by which the death is caused is done with the 
intention of causing such bodily injury as the offender knows to be 
likely to cause the death of the person to whom the harm is caused; 
or 


(c) if the act by which the death is caused is done with the 
intention of causing bodily injury to any person and the bodily injury 
intended to be inflicted is sufficient in the ordinary course of nature 
to cause death; or 


(d) if the person committing the act by which the death is 
caused, knows that it is so imminently dangerous that it must, in all 
probability, cause death, or such bodily injury as is likely to cause 
death, and commits such act without any excuse for incurring the risk 
of causing death or such injury as aforesaid. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A shoots Z with the intention of killing him. Z dies in consequence. 
A commits murder. 


(b) A, knowing that Z is labouring under such a disease that a blow 
is likely to cause his death, strikes him with the intention of causing bodily 
injury. Z dies in consequence of the blow. A is guilty of murder, although 
the blow might not have been sufficient in the ordinary course of nature to 
cause the death of a person in a sound state of health. But if A, not knowing 
that Z is labouring under any disease, gives him such a blow as would not 
in the ordinary course of nature kill a person in a sound state of health, 
here A, although he may intend to cause bodily injury, is not guilty of 
murder, if he did not intend to cause death, or such bodily injury as in the 
ordinary course of nature would cause death. 


(c) A intentionally gives Z a sword-cut or club-wound sufficient to 
cause the death of a man in the ordinary course of nature. Z dies in 
consequence. Here A is guilty of murder, although he may not have 
intended to cause Z’s death. 


(d) A without any excuse fires a loaded cannon into a crowd of 
persons and kills one of them. A is guilty of murder, although he may not 
have had a premeditated design to kill any particular individual. 


Exception 1.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, whilst 
deprived of the power of self-control by grave and sudden provocation, 
causes the death of the person who gave the provocation or causes the 
death of any other person by mistake or accident: 


Provided that the provocation is not,- 


(a) sought or voluntarily provoked by the offender as an excuse 
for killing or doing harm to any person; 


(b) given by anything done in obedience to the law, or by a 
public servant in the lawful exercise of the powers of such public 
servant; 


(c) given by anything done in the lawful exercise of the right of 
private defence. 


Explanation.—Whether the provocation was grave and sudden 
enough to prevent the offence from amounting to murder is a question of 
fact. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, under the influence of passion excited by a provocation given 
by Z, intentionally kills Y, Z’s child. This is murder, in as much as the 


provocation was not given by the child, and the death of the child was not 
caused by accident or misfortune in doing an act caused by the provocation. 


(b) Y gives grave and sudden provocation to A. A, on this provocation, 
fires a pistol at Y, neither intending nor knowing himself to be likely to kill 
Z, who is near him, but out of sight. A kills Z. Here A has not committed 
murder, but merely culpable homicide. 


(c) A is lawfully arrested by Z, a bailiff. A is excited to sudden and 
violent passion by the arrest, and kills Z. This is murder, in as much as the 
provocation was given by a thing done by a public servant in the exercise 
of his powers. 


(d) A appears as a witness before Z, a Magistrate. Z says that he 
does not believe a word of A’s deposition, and that A has perjured himself. 
A is moved to sudden passion by these words, and kills Z. This is murder. 


(e) A attempts to pull Z’s nose. Z, in the exercise of the right of 
private defence, lays hold of A to prevent him from doing so. A is moved to 
sudden and violent passion in consequence, and kills Z. This is murder, in 
as much as the provocation was giving by a thing done in the exercise of 
the right of private defence. 


(f) Z strikes B. B is by this provocation excited to violent rage. A, a 
bystander, intending to take advantage of B’s rage, and to cause him to kill 
Z, puts a knife into B’s hand for that purpose. B kills Z with the knife. Here 
B may have committed only culpable homicide, but A is guilty of murder. 


Exception 2.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender in the 
exercise in good faith of the right of private defence of person or property, 
exceeds the power given to him by law and causes the death of the person 
against whom he is exercising such right of defence without premeditation, 
and without any intention of doing more harm than is necessary for the 
purpose of such defence. 


Illustration. 


Z attempts to horsewhip A, not in such a manner as to cause grievous 
hurt to A. A draws out a pistol. Z persists in the assault. A believing in good 
faith that he can by no other means prevent himself from being 
horsewhipped, shoots Z dead. A has not committed murder, but only 
culpable homicide. 


Exception 3.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, being 
a public servant or aiding a public servant acting for the advancement of 
public justice, exceeds the powers given to him by law, and causes death 
by doing an act which he, in good faith, believes to be lawful and necessary 


for the due discharge of his duty as such public servant and without ill-will 
towards the person whose death is caused. 


Exception 4.—Culpable homicide is not murder if it is committed 
without premeditation in a sudden fight in the heat of passion upon a 
sudden quarrel and without the offender’s having taken undue advantage 
or acted in a cruel or unusual manner. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial in such cases which party offers the 
provocation or commits the first assault. 


Exception 5.—Culpable homicide is not murder when the person 
whose death is caused, being above the age of eighteen years, suffers 
death or takes the risk of death with his own consent. 


Illustration. 


A, by instigation, voluntarily causes Z, a child to commit suicide. 
Here, on account of Z’s youth, he was incapable of giving consent to his 
own death; A has therefore abetted murder. 


Culpable homicide by causing death of person other than person 
whose death was intended. 


102. If a person, by doing anything which he intends or knows to be 
likely to cause death, commits culpable homicide by causing the death of 
any person, whose death he neither intends nor knows himself to be likely 
to cause, the culpable homicide committed by the offender is of the 
description of which it would have been if he had caused the death of the 
person whose death he intended or knew himself to be likely to cause. 


Punishment for murder. 


103. (1) Whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) When a group of five or more persons acting in concert commits 
murder on the ground of race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, 
language, personal belief or any other similar ground each member of such 
group shall be punished with death or with imprisonment for life, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Punishment for murder by life-convict. 


104. Whoever, being under sentence of imprisonment for life, 
commits murder, shall be punished with death or with imprisonment for 
life, which shall mean the remainder of that person’s natural life. 


Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to murder. 


105. Whoever commits culpable homicide not amounting to murder, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either 
description for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine, if the act by which the 
death is caused is done with the intention of causing death, or of causing 
such bodily injury as is likely to cause death; or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years and with fine, if the 
act is done with the knowledge that it is likely to cause death, but without 
any intention to cause death, or to cause such bodily injury as is likely to 
cause death. 


Causing death by negligence. 


106. (1) Whoever causes death of any person by doing any rash or 
negligent act not amounting to culpable homicide, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if such act is done by a registered 
medical practitioner while performing medical procedure, he shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.— For the purposes of this sub-section, “registered 
medical practitioner” means a medical practitioner who possesses any 
medical qualification recognised under the National Medical Commission 
Act, 2019 and whose name has been entered in the National Medical 
Register or a State Medical Register under that Act. 


(2) Whoever causes death of any person by rash and negligent 
driving of vehicle not amounting to culpable homicide, and escapes without 
reporting it to a police officer or a Magistrate soon after the incident, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description of a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Abetment of suicide of child or person of unsound mind. 


107. If any child, any person of unsound mind, any delirious person 
or any person in a state of intoxication, commits suicide, whoever abets 
the commission of such suicide, shall be punished with death or 
imprisonment for life, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Abetment of suicide. 


108. If any person commits suicide, whoever abets the commission 
of such suicide, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Attempt to murder. 


109. (1) Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge, 
and under such circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would 
be guilty of murder, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; and if hurt is caused to any person by such act, the offender 
Shall be liable either to imprisonment for life, or to such punishment as is 
hereinbefore mentioned. 


(2) When any person offending under sub-section (1) is under 
sentence of imprisonment for life, he may, if hurt is caused, be punished 
with death or with imprisonment for life, which shall mean the remainder 
of that person’s natural life. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A shoots at Z with intention to kill him, under such circumstances 
that, if death ensued, A would be guilty of murder. A is liable to punishment 
under this section. 


(b) A, with the intention of causing the death of a child of tender 
years, exposes it in a desert place. A has committed the offence defined by 
this section, though the death of the child does not ensue. 


(c) A, intending to murder Z, buys a gun and loads it. A has not yet 
committed the offence. A fires the gun at Z. He has committed the offence 
defined in this section, and, if by such firing he wounds Z, he is liable to 
the punishment provided by the latter part of sub-section (1). 


(d) A, intending to murder Z by poison, purchases poison and mixes 
the same with food which remains in A’s keeping; A has not yet committed 
the offence defined in this section. A places the food on Z’s table or delivers 
it to Z’s servants to place it on Z’s table. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


Attempt to commit culpable homicide. 


110. Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge and 
under such circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would be 
guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to murder, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine, or with both; and, if hurt is caused to any person 
by such act, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, on grave and sudden provocation, fires a pistol at Z, under such 
circumstances that if he thereby caused death, he would be guilty of 


culpable homicide not amounting to murder. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


Organised crime. 


111. (1) Any continuing unlawful activity including kidnapping, 
robbery, vehicle theft, extortion, land grabbing, contract killing, economic 
offence, cyber-crimes, trafficking of persons, drugs, weapons or illicit goods 
or services, human trafficking for prostitution or ransom, by any person or 
a group of persons acting in concert, singly or jointly, either as a member 
of an organised crime syndicate or on behalf of such syndicate, by use of 
violence, threat of violence, intimidation, coercion, or by any other unlawful 
means to obtain direct or indirect material benefit including a financial 
benefit, shall constitute organised crime. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section,-- 


(i) “organised crime syndicate” means a group of two or more 
persons who, acting either singly or jointly, as a syndicate or gang 
indulge in any continuing unlawful activity; 


(ii) “continuing unlawful activity” means an activity prohibited 
by law which is a cognizable offence punishable with imprisonment of 
three years or more, undertaken by any person, either singly or 
jointly, as a member of an organised crime syndicate or on behalf of 
such syndicate in respect of which more than one charge-sheets have 
been filed before a competent Court within the preceding period of 
ten years and that Court has taken cognizance of such offence, and 
includes economic offence; 


(iii) “economic offence” includes criminal breach of trust, 
forgery, counterfeiting of currency-notes, bank-notes and 
Government stamps, hawala transaction, mass-marketing fraud or 
running any scheme to defraud several persons or doing any act in 
any manner with a view to defraud any bank or financial institution 
or any other institution or organisation for obtaining monetary 
benefits in any form. 


(2) Whoever commits organised crime shall, — 


(a) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be 
punished with death or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable 
to fine which shall not be less than ten lakh rupees; 


(b) in any other case, be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not 
be less than five lakh rupees. 


(3) Whoever abets, attempts, conspires or knowingly facilitates the 
commission of an organised crime, or otherwise engages in any act 
preparatory to an organised crime, shall be punished with imprisonment for 
a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less 
than five lakh rupees. 


(4) Any person who is a member of an organised crime syndicate 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine which shall not be less than five lakh rupees. 


(5) Whoever, intentionally, harbours or conceals any person who has 
committed the offence of an organised crime shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which 
shall not be less than five lakh rupees: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which 
the harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(6) Whoever possesses any property derived or obtained from the 
commission of an organised crime or proceeds of any organised crime or 
which has been acquired through the organised crime, shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine 
which shall not be less than two lakh rupees. 


(7) If any person on behalf of a member of an organised crime 
syndicate is, or at any time has been in possession of movable or 
immovable property which he cannot satisfactorily account for, shall be 
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three 
years but which may extend to imprisonment for ten years and shall also 
be liable to fine which shall not be less than one lakh rupees. 


Petty organised crime. 


112. (1) Whoever, being a member of a group or gang, either singly 
or jointly, commits any act of theft, snatching, cheating, unauthorised 
selling of tickets, unauthorised betting or gambling, selling of public 
examination question papers or any other similar criminal act, is said to 
commit petty organised crime. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section "theft" includes 
trick theft, theft from vehicle, dwelling house or business premises, cargo 
theft, pick pocketing, theft through card skimming, shoplifting and theft of 
Automated Teller Machine. 


(2) Whoever commits any petty organised crime shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Terrorist act. 


113. (1) Whoever does any act with the intent to threaten or likely 
to threaten the unity, integrity, sovereignty, security, or economic security 
of India or with the intent to strike terror or likely to strike terror in the 
people or any section of the people in India or in any foreign country,- 


(a) by using bombs, dynamite or other explosive substance or 
inflammable substance or firearms or other lethal weapons or poisonous or 
noxious gases or other chemicals or by any other substance (whether 
biological, radioactive, nuclear or otherwise) of a hazardous nature or by 
any other means of whatever nature to cause or likely to cause, — 


(i) death of, or injury to, any person or persons; or 
(ii) loss of, or damage to, or destruction of, property; or 


(iii) disruption of any supplies or services essential to the life of 
the community in India or in any foreign country; or 


(iv) damage to, the monetary stability of India by way of 
production or smuggling or circulation of counterfeit Indian paper 
currency, coin or of any other material; or 


(v) damage or destruction of any property in India or in a 
foreign country used or intended to be used for the defence of India 
or in connection with any other purposes of the Government of India, 
any State Government or any of their agencies; or 


(b) overawes by means of criminal force or the show of criminal force 
or attempts to do so or causes death of any public functionary or attempts 
to cause death of any public functionary; or 


(c) detains, kidnaps or abducts any person and threatening to kill or 
injure such person or does any other act in order to compel the Government 
of India, any State Government or the Government of a foreign country or 
an international or inter-governmental organisation or any other person to 
do or abstain from doing any act, 


commit a terrorist act. 
Explanation.—For the purpose of this sub-section,— 


(a) “public functionary” means the constitutional authorities or 
any other functionary notified in the Official Gazette by the Central 
Government as public functionary; 


(b) “counterfeit Indian currency” means the counterfeit 
currency as may be declared after examination by an authorised or 
notified forensic authority that such currency imitates’ or 
compromises with the key security features of Indian currency. 


(2) Whoever commits a terrorist act shall,— 


(a) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be 
punished with death or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable 
to fine; 


(b) in any other case, be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever conspires or attempts to commit, or advocates, abets, 
advises or incites, directly or knowingly facilitates the commission of a 
terrorist act or any act preparatory to the commission of a terrorist act, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever organises or causes to be organised any camp or camps 
for imparting training in terrorist act, or recruits or causes to be recruited 
any person or persons for commission of a terrorist act, shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(5) Any person who is a member of an organisation which is involved 
in terrorist act, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever voluntarily harbours or conceals, or attempts to harbour 
or conceal any person knowing that such person has committed a terrorist 
act shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than three years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall 
also be liable to fine: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which 
the harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(7) Whoever knowingly possesses any property derived or obtained 
from commission of any terrorist act or acquired through the commission 
of any terrorist act shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that 
the officer not below the rank of Superintendent of Police shall decide 


whether to register the case under this section or under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 


Of hurt 
Hurt. 


114. Whoever causes bodily pain, disease or infirmity to any person 
is said to cause hurt. 


Voluntarily causing hurt. 


115.(1) Whoever does any act with the intention of thereby causing 
hurt to any person, or with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause 
hurt to any person, and does thereby cause hurt to any person, is said 
“voluntarily to cause hurt”. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (1) of 
section 122 voluntarily causes hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine 
which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Grievous hurt. 


116. The following kinds of hurt only are designated as “grievous”, 
namely :- 


(a) Emasculation; 

(b) Permanent privation of the sight of either eye; 
(c) Permanent privation of the hearing of either ear; 
(d) Privation of any member or joint; 


(e) Destruction or permanent impairing of the powers of any 
member or joint; 


(f) Permanent disfiguration of the head or face; 
(g) Fracture or dislocation of a bone or tooth; 


(h) Any hurt which endangers life or which causes the sufferer 
to be during the space of fifteen days in severe bodily pain, or unable 
to follow his ordinary pursuits. 


Voluntarily causing grievous hurt. 


117.(1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, if the hurt which he intends 
to cause or knows himself to be likely to cause is grievous hurt, and if the 
hurt which he causes is grievous hurt, is said “voluntarily to cause grievous 
hurt”. 


Explanation.—A person is not said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt 
except when he both causes grievous hurt and intends or knows himself to 
be likely to cause grievous hurt. But he is said voluntarily to cause grievous 
hurt, if intending or knowing himself to be likely to cause grievous hurt of 
one kind, he actually causes grievous hurt of another kind. 


Illustration. 


A, intending of knowing himself to be likely permanently to disfigure 
Z's face, gives Z a blow which does not permanently disfigure Z’s face, but 
which causes Z to suffer severe bodily pain for the space of fifteen days. A 
has voluntarily caused grievous hurt. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (2) of 
section 122, voluntarily causes grievous hurt, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever commits an offence under sub-section (1) and in the 
course of such commission causes any hurt to a person which causes that 
person to be in permanent disability or in persistent vegetative state, shall 
be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life. 


(4) When a group of five or more persons acting in concert, causes 
grievous hurt to a person on the ground of his race, caste or community, 
sex, place of birth, language, personal belief or any other similar ground, 
each member of such group shall be guilty of the offence of causing 
grievous hurt, and shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or 
means. 


118.(1) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (1) 
of section 122, voluntarily causes hurt by means of any instrument for 
shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any instrument which, used as a weapon 
of offence, is likely to cause death, or by means of fire or any heated 
substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, or by 
means of any explosive substance, or by means of any substance which it 
is deleterious to the human body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into 
the blood, or by means of any animal, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with 
fine which may extend to twenty thousand rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (2) of 
section 122, voluntarily causes grievous hurt by any means referred to in 
sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than 
one year but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort property, or to 
constrain to an illegal act. 


119.(1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt for the purpose of extorting 
from the sufferer, or from any person interested in the sufferer, any 
property or valuable security, or of constraining the sufferer or any person 
interested in such sufferer to do anything which is illegal or which may 
facilitate the commission of an offence, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for any purpose 
referred to in sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment for life, 
or imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort confession, or to 
compel restoration of property. 


120. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt for the purpose of extorting 
from the sufferer or from any person interested in the sufferer, any 
confession or any information which may lead to the detection of an offence 
or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the sufferer or any person 
interested in the sufferer to restore or to cause the restoration of any 
property or valuable security or to satisfy any claim or demand, or to give 
information which may lead to the restoration of any property or valuable 
security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, a police officer, tortures Z in order to induce Z to confess that 
he committed a crime. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(b) A, a police officer, tortures B to induce him to point out where 
certain stolen property is deposited. A is guilty of an offence under this 
section. 


(c) A, a revenue officer, tortures Z in order to compel him to pay 
certain arrears of revenue due from Z. A is guilty of an offence under this 
section. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for any purpose 
referred to in sub-section (1), shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to deter public servant 
from his duty. 


121. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt to any person being a 
public servant in the discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with 
intent to prevent or deter that person or any other public servant from 
discharging his duty as such public servant or in consequence of anything 
done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge of his 
duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt to any person being a 
public servant in the discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with 
intent to prevent or deter that person or any other public servant from 
discharging his duty as such public servant or in consequence of anything 
done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge of his 
duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt on provocation. 


122. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt on grave and sudden 
provocation, if he neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause 
hurt to any person other than the person who gave the provocation, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt on grave and sudden 
provocation, if he neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause 
grievous hurt to any person other than the person who gave the 
provocation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to five years, or with fine which may extend to 
ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—This section is subject to the same proviso as Exception 
1 of section 101. 


Causing hurt by means of poison, etc., with intent to commit an 
offence. 


123. Whoever administers to or causes to be taken by any person 
any poison or any stupefying, intoxicating or unwholesome drug, or other 
thing with intent to cause hurt to such person, or with intent to commit or 
to facilitate the commission of an offence or knowing it to be likely that he 
will thereby cause hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc. 


124.(1) Whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity 
to, or burns or maims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the 
body of a person or causes grievous hurt by throwing acid on or by 
administering acid to that person, or by using any other means with the 
intention of causing or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause such 
injury or hurt or causes a person to be in a permanent vegetative state 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for 
life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the 
medical expenses of the treatment of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall 
be paid to the victim. 


(2) Whoever throws or attempts to throw acid on any person or 
attempts to administer acid to any person, or attempts to use any other 
means, with the intention of causing permanent or partial damage or 
deformity or burns or maiming or disfigurement or disability or grievous 
hurt to that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “acid” includes any 
substance which has acidic or corrosive character or burning nature, that 
is capable of causing bodily injury leading to scars or disfigurement or 
temporary or permanent disability. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, permanent or partial 
damage or deformity or permanent vegetative state shall not be required 
to be irreversible. 


Act endangering life or personal safety of others. 


125. Whoever does any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger 
human life or the personal safety of others, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 


months or with fine which may extend to two thousand five hundred 
rupees, or with both, but— 


(a) where hurt is caused, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where grievous hurt is caused, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Of wrongful restraint and wrongful confinement 
Wrongful restraint. 


126. (1) Whoever voluntarily obstructs any person so as to prevent 
that person from proceeding in any direction in which that person has a 
right to proceed, is said wrongfully to restrain that person. 


Exception.—The obstruction of a private way over land or water which 
a person in good faith believes himself to have a lawful right to obstruct, is 
not an offence within the meaning of this section. 


Illustration. 


A obstructs a path along which Z has a right to pass, A not believing 
in good faith that he has a right to stop the path. Z is thereby prevented 
from passing. A wrongfully restrains Z. 


(2) Whoever wrongfully restrains any person shall be punished with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with 
fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Wrongful confinement. 


127. (1) Whoever wrongfully restrains any person in such a manner 
as to prevent that person from proceedings beyond certain circumscribing 
limits, is said “wrongfully to confine” that person. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A causes Z to go within a walled space, and locks Z in. Z is thus 
prevented from proceeding in any direction beyond the circumscribing line 
of wall. A wrongfully confines Z. 


(b) A places men with firearms at the outlets of a building, and tells 
Z that they will fire at Z if Z attempts to leave the building. A wrongfully 
confines Z. 


(2) Whoever wrongfully confines any person shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


(3) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for three days, or more, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


(4) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for ten days or more, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be 
less than ten thousand rupees. 


(5) Whoever keeps any person in wrongful confinement, knowing that 
a writ for the liberation of that person has been duly issued, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years in addition to any term of imprisonment to which he 
may be liable under any other section of this Chapter and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever wrongfully confines any person in such manner as to 
indicate an intention that the confinement of such person may not be known 
to any person interested in the person so confined, or to any public servant, 
or that the place of such confinement may not be known to or discovered 
by any such person or public servant as hereinbefore mentioned, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years in addition to any other punishment to which he may 
be liable for such wrongful confinement and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of 
extorting from the person confined, or from any person interested in the 
person confined, any property or valuable security or of constraining the 
person confined or any person interested in such person to do anything 
illegal or to give any information which may facilitate the commission of an 
offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(8) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of 
extorting from the person confined or any person interested in the person 
confined any confession or any information which may lead to the detection 
of an offence or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the person 
confined or any person interested in the person confined to restore or to 
cause the restoration of any property or valuable security or to satisfy any 
claim or demand, or to give information which may lead to the restoration 
of any property or valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment 


of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal force and assault 
Force. 


128. A person is said to use force to another if he causes motion, 
change of motion, or cessation of motion to that other, or if he causes to 
any substance such motion, or change of motion, or cessation of motion as 
brings that substance into contact with any part of that other’s body, or 
with anything which that other is wearing or carrying, or with anything so 
situated that such contact affects that other’s sense of feeling: 


Provided that the person causing the motion, or change of motion, or 
cessation of motion, causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of 
motion in one of the following three ways, namely:- 


(a) by his own bodily power; 


(b) by disposing any substance in such a manner that the 
motion or change or cessation of motion takes place without any 
further act on his part, or on the part of any other person; 


(c) by inducing any animal to move, to change its motion, or to 
cease to move. 


Criminal force. 


129. Whoever intentionally uses force to any person, without that 
person’s consent, in order to the committing of any offence, or intending 
by the use of such force to cause, or knowing it to be likely that by the use 
of such force he will cause injury, fear or annoyance to the person to whom 
the force is used, is said to use criminal force to that other. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Z is sitting in a moored boat on a river. A unfastens the moorings, 
and thus intentionally causes the boat to drift down the stream. Here A 
intentionally causes motion to Z, and he does this by disposing substances 
in such a manner that the motion is produced without any other action on 
any person’s part. A has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he 
has done so without Z’s consent, in order to the committing of any offence, 
or intending or knowing it to be likely that this use of force will cause injury, 
fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force to Z. 


(b) Z is riding in a chariot. A lashes Z’s horses, and thereby causes 
them to quicken their pace. Here A has caused change of motion to Z by 
inducing the animals to change their motion. A has therefore used force to 
Z; and if A has done this without Z’s consent, intending or knowing it to be 


likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy Z, A has used criminal 
force to Z. 


(c) Z is riding in a palanquin. A, intending to rob Z, seizes the pole 
and stops the palanquin. Here A has caused cessation of motion to Z, and 
he has done this by his own bodily power. A has therefore used force to Z; 
and as A has acted thus intentionally, without Z’s consent, in order to the 
commission of an offence. A has used criminal force to Z. 


(d) A intentionally pushes against Z in the street. Here A has by his 
own bodily power moved his own person so as to bring it into contact with 
Z. He has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done so 
without Z’s consent, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby 
injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal force to Z. 


(e) A throws a stone, intending or knowing it to be likely that the 
stone will be thus brought into contact with Z, or with Z’s clothes, or with 
something carried by Z, or that it will strike water and dash up the water 
against Z’s clothes or something carried by Z. Here, if the throwing of the 
stone produce the effect of causing any substance to come into contact with 
Z, or Z's clothes, A has used force to Z, and if he did so without Z’s consent, 
intending thereby to injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal force 
to Z. 


(f) A intentionally pulls up a woman’s veil. Here A intentionally uses 
force to her, and if he does so without her consent intending or knowing it 
to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy her, he has used 
criminal force to her. 


(g) Z is bathing. A pours into the bath water which he knows to be 
boiling. Here A intentionally by his own bodily power causes such motion in 
the boiling water as brings that water into contact with Z, or with other 
water so situated that such contact must affect Z’s sense of feeling; A has 
therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done this without Z’s 
consent intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause 
injury, fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force. 


(h) A incites a dog to spring upon Z, without Z’s consent. Here, if A 
intends to cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, he uses criminal force to 
Zz. 


Assault. 


130. Whoever makes any gesture, or any preparation intending or 
knowing it to be likely that such gesture or preparation will cause any 
person present to apprehend that he who makes that gesture or 
preparation is about to use criminal force to that person, is said to commit 
an assault. 


Explanation.—Mere words do not amount to an assault. But the words 
which a person uses may give to his gestures or preparation such a 
meaning as may make those gestures or preparations amount to an 
assault. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A shakes his fist at Z, intending or knowing it to be likely that he 
may thereby cause Z to believe that A is about to strike Z. A has committed 
an assault. 


(b) A begins to unloose the muzzle of a ferocious dog, intending or 
knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause Z to believe that he is 
about to cause the dog to attack Z. A has committed an assault upon Z. 


(c) A takes up a stick, saying to Z, “I will give you a beating”. Here, 
though the words used by A could in no case amount to an assault, and 
though the mere gesture, unaccompanied by any other circumstances, 
might not amount to an assault, the gesture explained by the words may 
amount to an assault. 


Punishment for assault or criminal force otherwise than on grave 
provocation. 


131. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person otherwise 
than on grave and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Explanation 1.—Grave and sudden provocation will not mitigate the 
punishment for an offence under this section, — 


(a) if the provocation is sought or voluntarily provoked by the 
offender as an excuse for the offence; or 


(b) if the provocation is given by anything done in obedience to the 
law, or by a public servant, in the lawful exercise of the powers of such 
public servant; or 


(c) if the provocation is given by anything done in the lawful exercise 
of the right of private defence. 


Explanation 2.—Whether the provocation was grave and sudden 
enough to mitigate the offence, is a question of fact. 


Assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of 
his duty. 


132. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person being a 
public servant in the execution of his duty as such public servant, or with 
intent to prevent or deter that person from discharging his duty as such 
public servant, or in consequence of anything done or attempted to be done 
by such person in the lawful discharge of his duty as such public servant, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Assault or criminal force with intent to dishonour person, otherwise 
than on grave provocation. 


133. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, 
intending thereby to dishonour that person, otherwise than on grave and 
sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Assault or criminal force in attempt to commit theft of property 
carried by a person. 


134. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in 
attempting to commit theft on any property which that person is then 
wearing or carrying, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Assault or criminal force in attempt to wrongfully confine a person. 


135. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in 
attempting wrongfully to confine that person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Assault or criminal force on grave provocation. 


136. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person on grave 
and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—This section is subject to the same Explanation as 
section 131. 


Of kidnapping, abduction, slavery and forced labour 
Kidnapping. 


137.(1) Kidnapping is of two kinds: kidnapping from India, and 
kidnapping from lawful guardianship-— 


(a) whoever conveys any person beyond the limits of India 
without the consent of that person, or of some person legally 
authorised to consent on behalf of that person, is said to kidnap that 
person from India; 


(b) whoever takes or entices any child or any person of 
unsound mind, out of the keeping of the lawful guardian of such child 
or person of unsound mind, without the consent of such guardian, is 
said to kidnap such child or person from lawful guardianship. 


Explanation.-—The words “lawful guardian” in this clause include any 
person lawfully entrusted with the care or custody of such child or other 
person. 


Exception.—This clause does not extend to the act of any person who 
in good faith believes himself to be the father of an illegitimate child, or 
who in good faith believes himself to be entitled to the lawful custody of 
such child, unless such act is committed for an immoral or unlawful 
purpose. 


(2) Whoever kidnaps any person from India or from_ lawful 
guardianship shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Abduction. 


138. Whoever by force compels, or by any deceitful means induces, 
any person to go from any place, is said to abduct that person. 


Kidnapping or maiming a child for purposes of begging. 


139. (1) Whoever kidnaps any child or, not being the lawful guardian 
of such child, obtains the custody of the child, in order that such child may 
be employed or used for the purposes of begging shall be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever maims any child in order that such child may be 
employed or used for the purposes of begging shall be punishable with 
imprisonment which shall not be less than twenty years, but which may 
extend to life which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that 
person’s natural life, and with fine. 


(3) Where any person, not being the lawful guardian of a child 
employs or uses such child for the purposes of begging, it shall be 
presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that he kidnapped or otherwise 
obtained the custody of such child in order that such child might be 
employed or used for the purposes of begging. 


(4) In this section “begging” means— 


(i) soliciting or receiving alms in a public place, whether under 
the pretence of singing, dancing, fortune telling, performing tricks or 
selling articles or otherwise; 


(ii) entering on any private premises for the purpose of 
soliciting or receiving alms; 


(iii) exposing or exhibiting, with the object of obtaining or 
extorting alms, any sore, wound, injury, deformity or disease, 
whether of himself or of any other person or of an animal; 


(iv) using such child as an exhibit for the purpose of soliciting 
or receiving alms. 


Kidnapping or abducting in order to murder or for ransom, etc. 


140.(1) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such 
person may be murdered or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger 
of being murdered, shall be punished with imprisonment for life or rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A kidnaps Z from India, intending or knowing it to be likely that 
Z may be sacrificed to an idol. A has committed the offence defined in this 
section. 


(b) A forcibly carries or entices B away from his home in order that B 
may be murdered. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(2) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person or keeps a person in 
detention after such kidnapping or abduction, and threatens to cause death 
or hurt to such person, or by his conduct gives rise to a reasonable 
apprehension that such person may be put to death or hurt, or causes hurt 
or death to such person in order to compel the Government or any foreign 
State or international inter-governmental organisation or any other person 
to do or abstain from doing any act or to pay a ransom, shall be punishable 
with death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person with intent to cause that 
person to be secretly and wrongfully confined, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person 
may be subjected, or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being 
subjected to grievous hurt, or slavery, or to the unnatural lust of any 


person, or knowing it to be likely that such person will be so subjected or 
disposed of, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Importation of girl or boy from foreign country. 


141. Whoever imports into India from any country outside India any 
girl under the age of twenty-one years or any boy under the age of eighteen 
years with intent that girl or boy may be, or knowing it to be likely that girl 
or boy will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with another person, 
shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to ten years and 
Shall also be liable to fine. 


Wrongfully concealing or keeping in confinement, kidnapped or 
abducted person. 


142. Whoever, knowing that any person has been kidnapped or has 
been abducted, wrongfully conceals or confines such person, shall be 
punished in the same manner as if he had kidnapped or abducted such 
person with the same intention or knowledge, or for the same purpose as 
that with or for which he conceals or detains such person in confinement. 


Trafficking of person. 


143.(1) Whoever, for the purpose of exploitation recruits, transports, 
harbours, transfers, or receives a person or persons, by— 


(a) using threats; or 

(b) using force, or any other form of coercion; or 
(c) by abduction; or 

(d) by practising fraud, or deception; or 

(e) by abuse of power; or 


(f) by inducement, including the giving or receiving of 
payments or benefits, in order to achieve the consent of any person 
having control over the person recruited, transported, harboured, 
transferred or received, 


commits the offence of trafficking. 


Explanation 1.—The expression “exploitation” shall include any act of 
physical exploitation or any form of sexual exploitation, slavery or practices 
similar to slavery, servitude, beggary or forced removal of organs. 


Explanation 2.—The consent of the victim is immaterial in 
determination of the offence of trafficking. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of trafficking shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than seven years, 
but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Where the offence involves the trafficking of more than one 
person, it shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Where the offence involves the trafficking of a child, it shall be 
punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than ten years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


(5) Where the offence involves the trafficking of more than one child, 
it shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than fourteen years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) If a person is convicted of the offence of trafficking of a child on 
more than one occasion, then such person shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of 
that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) When a public servant or a police officer is involved in the 
trafficking of any person then, such public servant or police officer shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Exploitation of a trafficked person. 


144.(1) Whoever, knowingly or having reason to believe that a child 
has been trafficked, engages such child for sexual exploitation in any 
manner, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than five years, but which may extend to ten years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever, knowingly or having reason to believe that a person 
has been trafficked, engages such person for sexual exploitation in any 
manner, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than three years, but which may extend to seven years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Habitual dealing in slaves. 


145. Whoever habitually imports, exports, removes, buys, sells, 
traffics or deals in slaves, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Unlawful compulsory labour. 


146. Whoever unlawfully compels any person to labour against the 
will of that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with 
both. 


CHAPTER VII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE 


Waging, or attempting to wage war, or abetting waging of war, 
against Government of India. 


147. Whoever wages war against the Government of India, or 
attempts to wage such war, or abets the waging of such war, shall be 
punished with death, or imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


Illustration. 


A joins an insurrection against the Government of India. A has 
committed the offence defined in this section. 


Conspiracy to commit offences punishable by section 147. 


148. Whoever within or without and beyond India conspires to 
commit any of the offences punishable by section 147, or conspires to 
overawe, by means of criminal force or the show of criminal force, the 
Central Government or any State Government, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—To constitute a conspiracy under this section, it is not 
necessary that any act or illegal omission shall take place in pursuance 
thereof. 


Collecting arms, etc., with intention of waging war against 
Government of India. 


149. Whoever collects men, arms or ammunition or otherwise 
prepares to wage war with the intention of either waging or being prepared 
to wage war against the Government of India, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Concealing with intent to facilitate design to wage war. 


150. Whoever by any act, or by any illegal omission, conceals the 
existence of a design to wage war against the Government of India, 
intending by such concealment to facilitate, or knowing it to be likely that 


such concealment will facilitate, the waging of such war, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Assaulting President, Governor, etc., with intent to compel or 
restrain exercise of any lawful power. 


151. Whoever, with the intention of inducing or compelling the 
President of India, or Governor of any State, to exercise or refrain from 
exercising in any manner any of the lawful powers of such President or 
Governor, assaults or wrongfully restrains, or attempts wrongfully to 
restrain, or overawes, by means of criminal force or the show of criminal 
force, or attempts so to overawe, such President or Governor, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Act endangering sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. 


152. Whoever, purposely or knowingly, by words, either spoken or 
written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or by electronic 
communication or by use of financial mean, or otherwise, excites or 
attempts to excite, secession or armed rebellion or subversive activities, or 
encourages feelings of separatist activities or endangers sovereignty or 
unity and integrity of India; or indulges in or commits any such act shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.-Comments expressing disapprobation of the measures, 
or administrative or other action of the Government with a view to obtain 
their alteration by lawful means without exciting or attempting to excite the 
activities referred to in this section do not constitute an offence under this 
section. 


Waging war against Government of any foreign State at peace with 
Government of India. 


153. Whoever wages war against the Government of any foreign 
State at peace with the Government of India or attempts to wage such war, 
or abets the waging of such war, shall be punished with imprisonment for 
life, to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, to which fine may be added, 
or with fine. 


Committing depredation on territories of foreign State at peace 
with Government of India. 


154. Whoever commits depredation, or makes preparations to 
commit depredation, on the territories of any foreign State at peace with 


the Government of India, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine and to forfeiture of any property used or intended to be used 
in committing such depredation, or acquired by such depredation. 


Receiving property taken by war or depredation mentioned in 
sections 153 and 154. 


155. Whoever receives any property knowing the same to have been 
taken in the commission of any of the offences mentioned in sections 153 
and 154, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine and 
to forfeiture of the property so received. 


Public servant voluntarily allowing prisoner of State or war to 
escape. 


156. Whoever, being a public servant and having the custody of any 
State prisoner or prisoner of war, voluntarily allows such prisoner to escape 
from any place in which such prisoner is confined, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Public servant negligently suffering such prisoner to escape. 


157. Whoever, being a public servant and having the custody of any 
State prisoner or prisoner of war, negligently suffers such prisoner to 
escape from any place of confinement in which such prisoner is confined, 
shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Aiding escape of, rescuing or harbouring such prisoner. 


158. Whoever knowingly aids or assists any State prisoner or 
prisoner of war in escaping from lawful custody, or rescues or attempts to 
rescue any such prisoner, or harbours or conceals any such prisoner who 
has escaped from lawful custody, or offers or attempts to offer any 
resistance to the recapture of such prisoner, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A State prisoner or prisoner of war, who is permitted 
to be at large on his parole within certain limits in India, is said to escape 
from lawful custody if he goes beyond the limits within which he is allowed 
to be at large. 


CHAPTER VIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY, NAVY AND AIR 
FORCE 


Abetting mutiny, or attempting to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman 
from his duty. 


159. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, 
sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India 
or attempts to seduce any such officer, soldier, sailor or airman from his 
allegiance or his duty, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is committed in consequence 
thereof. 


160. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, 
sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, 
shall, if mutiny be committed in consequence of that abetment, be punished 
with death or with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Abetment of assault by soldier, sailor or airman on his superior 
officer, when in execution of his office. 


161. Whoever abets an assault by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, 
in the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, on any superior 
officer being in the execution of his office, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Abetment of such assault, if assault committed. 


162. Whoever abets an assault by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, 
in the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, on any superior 
officer being in the execution of his office, shall, if such assault be 
committed in consequence of that abetment be _ punished’ with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Abetment of desertion of soldier, sailor or airman. 


163. Whoever abets the desertion of any officer, soldier, sailor or 
airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Harbouring deserter. 


164. Whoever, except as hereinafter excepted, knowing or having 
reason to believe that an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, 
Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, has deserted, harbours such 
officer, soldier, sailor or airman, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine 
or with both. 


Exception.—This provision does not extend to the case in which the 
harbour is given by the spouse of the deserter. 


Deserter concealed on board merchant vessel through negligence 
of master. 


165. The master or person in charge of a merchant vessel, on board 
of which any deserter from the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government 
of India is concealed, shall, though ignorant of such concealment, be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding three thousand rupees, if he might have known 
of such concealment but for some neglect of his duty as such master or 
person in charge, or but for some want of discipline on board of the vessel. 


Abetment of act of insubordination by soldier, sailor or airman. 


166. Whoever abets what he knows to be an act of insubordination 
by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force, of 
the Government of India, shall, if such act of insubordination be committed 
in consequence of that abetment, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Persons subject to certain Acts. 


167. No person subject to the Air Force Act, 1950, the Army Act, 
1950 and the Navy Act, 1957, or shall be subject to punishment under this 
Sanhita for any of the offences defined in this Chapter. 


Wearing garb or carrying token used by soldier, sailor or airman. 


168. Whoever, not being a soldier, sailor or airman in the Army, 
Naval or Air service of the Government of India, wears any garb or carries 
any token resembling any garb or token used by such a soldier, sailor or 
airman with the intention that it may be believed that he is such a soldier, 
sailor or airman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may 
extend to two thousand rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER IX 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS 


Candidate, electoral right defined. 


169. For the purposes of this Chapter— 


(a) “candidate” means a person who has been nominated as a 
candidate at any election; 


(b) “electoral right” means the right of a person to stand, or 
not to stand as, or to withdraw from being, a candidate or to vote or 
refrain from voting at an election. 


Bribery. 
170. (1) Whoever— 


(i) gives a gratification to any person with the object of inducing 
him or any other person to exercise any electoral right or of rewarding 
any person for having exercised any such right; or 


(ii) accepts either for himself or for any other person any 
gratification as a reward for exercising any such right or for inducing 
or attempting to induce any other person to exercise any such right, 


commits the offence of bribery: 


Provided that a declaration of public policy or a promise of public 
action shall not be an offence under this section. 


(2) A person who offers, or agrees to give, or offers or attempts to 
procure, a gratification shall be deemed to give a gratification. 


(3) A person who obtains or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain a 
gratification shall be deemed to accept a gratification, and a person who 
accepts a gratification as a motive for doing what he does not intend to do, 
or as a reward for doing what he has not done, shall be deemed to have 
accepted the gratification as a reward. 


Undue influence at elections. 


171. (1) Whoever voluntarily interferes or attempts to interfere with 
the free exercise of any electoral right commits the offence of undue 
influence at an election. 


(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub- 
section (1), whoever— 


(a) threatens any candidate or voter, or any person in whom a 
candidate or voter is interested, with injury of any kind; or 


(b) induces or attempts to induce a candidate or voter to 
believe that he or any person in whom he is interested will become 
or will be rendered an object of Divine displeasure or of spiritual 
censure, 


shall be deemed to interfere with the free exercise of the electoral 
right of such candidate or voter, within the meaning of sub-section (1). 


(3) A declaration of public policy or a promise of public action or the 
mere exercise or a legal right without intent to interfere with an electoral 
right, shall not be deemed to be interference within the meaning of this 
section. 


Personation at elections. 


172. Whoever at an election applies for a voting paper on votes in 
the name of any other person, whether living or dead, or in a fictitious 
name, or who having voted once at such election applies at the same 
election for a voting paper in his own name, and whoever abets, procures 
or attempts to procure the voting by any person in any such way, commits 
the offence of personation at an election: 


Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to a person who has 
been authorised to vote as proxy for an elector under any law for the time 
being in force in so far as he votes as a proxy for such elector. 


Punishment for bribery. 


173. Whoever commits the offence of bribery shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with both: 


Provided that bribery by treating shall be punished with fine only. 


Explanation.—“Treating” means that form of bribery where the 
gratification consists in food, drink, entertainment, or provision. 


Punishment for undue influence or personation at an election. 


174. Whoever commits the offence of undue influence or personation 
at an election shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to one year or with fine, or with both. 


False statement in connection with an election. 


175. Whoever with intent to affect the result of an election makes or 
publishes any statement purporting to be a statement of fact which is false 
and which he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be 
true, in relation to the personal character or conduct of any candidate shall 
be punished with fine. 


Illegal payments in connection with an election. 


176. Whoever without the general or special authority in writing of a 
candidate incurs or authorises expenses on account of the holding of any 
public meeting, or upon any advertisement, circular or publication, or in 


any other way whatsoever for the purpose of promoting or procuring the 
election of such candidate, shall be punished with fine which may extend 
to ten thousand rupees: 


Provided that if any person having incurred any such expenses not 
exceeding the amount of ten rupees without authority obtains within ten 
days from the date on which such expenses were incurred the approval in 
writing of the candidate, he shall be deemed to have incurred such 
expenses with the authority of the candidate. 


Failure to keep election accounts. 


177. Whoever being required by any law for the time being in force 
or any rule having the force of law to keep accounts of expenses incurred 
at or in connection with an election fails to keep such accounts shall be 
punished with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees. 


CHAPTER X 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO COIN, CURRENCY-NOTES, BANK- 
NOTES, AND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


Counterfeiting coin, Government stamps, currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


178. Whoever counterfeits, or knowingly performs any part of the 
process of counterfeiting, any coin, stamp issued by Government for the 
purpose of revenue, currency-note or bank-note, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this Chapter, — 


(1) the expression “bank-note” means a promissory note or 
engagement for the payment of money to bearer on demand issued 
by any person carrying on the business of banking in any part of the 
world, or issued by or under the authority of any State or Sovereign 
Power, and intended to be used as equivalent to, or as a substitute 
for money; 


(2) “coin” shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in 
section 2 of the Coinage Act, 2011 and includes metal used for the 
time being as money and is stamped and issued by or under the 
authority of any State or Sovereign Power intended to be so used; 


(3) a person commits the offence of “counterfeiting 
Government stamp” who counterfeits by causing a genuine stamp of 


one denomination to appear like a genuine stamp of a different 
denomination; 


(4) a person commits the offence of counterfeiting coin who 
intending to practise deception, or knowing it to be likely that 
deception will thereby be practised, causes a genuine coin to appear 
like a different coin; and 


(5) the offence of “counterfeiting coin” includes diminishing the 
weight or alteration of the composition, or alteration of the 
appearance of the coin. 


Using as genuine, forged or counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 


179. Whoever imports or exports, or sells or delivers to, or buys or 
receives from, any other person, or otherwise traffics or uses as genuine, 
any forged or counterfeit coin, stamp, currency-note or bank-note, knowing 
or having reason to believe the same to be forged or counterfeit, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Possession of forged or counterfeit coin, Government stamp, 
currency-notes or bank-notes. 


180. Whoever has in his possession any forged or counterfeit coin, 
stamp, currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having reason to believe 
the same to be forged or counterfeit and intending to use the same as 
genuine or that it may be used as genuine, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—If a person establishes the possession of the forged or 
counterfeit coin, stamp, currency-note or bank-note to be from a lawful 
source, it shall not constitute an offence under this section. 


Making or possessing instruments or materials for forging or 
counterfeiting coin, Government stamp, currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


181. Whoever makes or mends, or performs any part of the process 
of making or mending, or buys or sells or disposes of, or has in his 
possession, any machinery, die, or instrument or material for the purpose 
of being used, or knowing or having reason to believe that it is intended to 
be used, for forging or counterfeiting any coin, stamp issued by 
Government for the purpose of revenue, currency-note or bank-note, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 


description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Making or using documents resembling currency-notes or bank- 
notes. 


182. (1) Whoever makes, or causes to be made, or uses for any 
purpose whatsoever, or delivers to any person, any document purporting 
to be, or in any way resembling, or so nearly resembling as to be calculated 
to deceive, any currency-note or bank-note shall be punished with fine 
which may extend to three hundred rupees. 


(2) If any person, whose name appears on a document the making 
of which is an offence under sub-section (1), refuses, without lawful excuse, 
to disclose to a police officer on being so required the name and address of 
the person by whom it was printed or otherwise made, he shall be punished 
with fine which may extend to six hundred rupees. 


(3) Where the name of any person appears on any document in 
respect of which any person is charged with an offence under sub-section 
(1) or on any other document used or distributed in connection with that 
document it may, until the contrary is proved, be presumed that the person 
caused the document to be made. 


Effacing writing from substance bearing Government stamp, or 
removing from document a stamp used for it, with intent to cause 
loss to Government. 


183. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to the 
Government, removes or effaces from any substance, bearing any stamp 
issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, any writing or document 
for which such stamp has been used, or removes from any writing or 
document a stamp which has been used for such writing or document, in 
order that such stamp may be used for a different writing or document, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


Using Government stamp known to have been before used. 


184. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to the 
Government, uses for any purpose a stamp issued by Government for the 
purpose of revenue, which he knows to have been before used, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Erasure of mark denoting that stamp has been used. 


185. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to 
Government, erases or removes from a stamp issued by Government for 


the purpose of revenue, any mark, put or impressed upon such stamp for 
the purpose of denoting that the same has been used, or knowingly has in 
his possession or sells or disposes of any such stamp from which such mark 
has been erased or removed, or sells or disposes of any such stamp which 
he knows to have been used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Prohibition of fictitious stamps. 
186. (1) Whoever— 


(a) makes, knowingly utters, deals in or sells any fictitious 
stamp, or knowingly uses for any postal purpose any fictitious stamp; 
or 


(b) has in his possession, without lawful excuse, any fictitious 
stamp; or 


(c) makes or, without lawful excuse, has in his possession any 
die, plate, instrument or materials for making any fictitious stamp, 


shall be punished with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


(2) Any such stamp, die, plate, instrument or materials in the 
possession of any person for making any fictitious stamp may be seized 
and, if seized shall be forfeited. 


(3) In this section “fictitious stamp” means any stamp falsely 
purporting to be issued by Government for the purpose of denoting a rate 
of postage, or any facsimile or imitation or representation, whether on 
paper or otherwise, of any stamp issued by Government for that purpose. 


(4) In this section and also in sections 178 to 181 (both inclusive), 
and sections 183 to 185 (both inclusive) the word “Government”, when 
used in connection with, or in reference to any stamp issued for the purpose 
of denoting a rate of postage, shall, notwithstanding anything in clause (12) 
of section 2, be deemed to include the person or persons authorised by law 
to administer executive Government in any part of India or in any foreign 
country. 


Person employed in mint causing coin to be of different weight or 
composition from that fixed by law. 


187. Whoever, being employed in any mint lawfully established in 
India, does any act, or omits what he is legally bound to do, with the 
intention of causing any coin issued from that mint to be of a different 
weight or composition from the weight or composition fixed by law, shall 


be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Unlawfully taking coining instrument from mint. 


188. Whoever, without lawful authority, takes out of any mint, 
lawfully established in India, any coining tool or instrument, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


CHAPTER XI 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 
Unlawful assembly. 


189. (1) An assembly of five or more persons is designated an 
“unlawful assembly”, if the common object of the persons composing that 
assembly is— 


(a) to overawe by criminal force, or show of criminal force, the 
Central Government or any State Government or Parliament or the 
Legislature of any State, or any public servant in the exercise of the 
lawful power of such public servant; or 


(b) to resist the execution of any law, or of any legal process; 
or 


(c) to commit any mischief or criminal trespass, or other 
offence; or 


(d) by means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to any 
person, to take or obtain possession of any property, or to deprive 
any person of the enjoyment of a right of way, or of the use of water 
or other incorporeal right of which he is in possession or enjoyment, 
or to enforce any right or supposed right; or 


(e) by means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to 
compel any person to do what he is not legally bound to do, or to 
omit to do what he is legally entitled to do. 


Explanation.—An assembly which was not unlawful when _ it 
assembled, may subsequently become an unlawful assembly. 


(2) Whoever, being aware of facts which render any assembly an 
unlawful assembly, intentionally joins that assembly, or continues in it, is 
said to be a member of an unlawful assembly and such member shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever joins or continues in an unlawful assembly, knowing that 
such unlawful assembly has been commanded in the manner prescribed by 
law to disperse, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever, being armed with any deadly weapon, or with anything 
which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, is a member 
of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(5) Whoever knowingly joins or continues in any assembly of five or 
more persons likely to cause a disturbance of the public peace, after such 
assembly has been lawfully commanded to disperse, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—If the assembly is an unlawful assembly within the 
meaning of sub-section (1), the offender shall be punishable under sub- 
section (3). 


(6) Whoever hires or engages, or employs, or promotes, or connives 
at the hiring, engagement or employment of any person to join or become 
a member of any unlawful assembly, shall be punishable as a member of 
such unlawful assembly, and for any offence which may be committed by 
any such person as a member of such unlawful assembly in pursuance of 
such hiring, engagement or employment, in the same manner as if he had 
been a member of such unlawful assembly, or himself had committed such 
offence. 


(7) Whoever harbours, receives or assembles, in any house or 
premises in his occupation or charge, or under his control any persons 
knowing that such persons have been hired, engaged or employed, or are 
about to be hired, engaged or employed, to join or become members of an 
unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(8) Whoever is engaged, or hired, or offers or attempts to be hired 
or engaged, to do or assist in doing any of the acts specified in sub-section 
(1), shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(9) Whoever, being so engaged or hired as referred to in sub-section 
(8), goes armed, or engages or offers to go armed, with any deadly weapon 
or with anything which used as a weapon of offence is likely to cause death, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in 
prosecution of common object. 


190. If an offence is committed by any member of an unlawful 
assembly in prosecution of the common object of that assembly, or such 
as the members of that assembly knew to be likely to be committed in 
prosecution of that object, every person who, at the time of the committing 
of that offence, is a member of the same assembly, is guilty of that offence. 


Rioting. 


191. (1) Whenever force or violence is used by an unlawful assembly, 
or by any member thereof, in prosecution of the common object of such 
assembly, every member of such assembly is guilty of the offence of rioting. 


(2) Whoever is guilty of rioting, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


(3) Whoever is guilty of rioting, being armed with a deadly weapon 
or with anything which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause 
death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


Wantonly giving provocation with intent to cause riot-if rioting be 
committed; if not committed. 


192. Whoever malignantly, or wantonly by doing anything which is 
illegal, gives provocation to any person intending or knowing it to be likely 
that such provocation will cause the offence of rioting to be committed, 
Shall, if the offence of rioting be committed in consequence of such 
provocation, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both; and if the offence 
of rioting be not committed, with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


Liability of owner, occupier, etc., of land on which an unlawful 
assembly or riot takes place. 


193. (1) Whenever any unlawful assembly or riot takes place, the 
owner or occupier of the land upon which such unlawful assembly is held, 
or such riot is committed, and any person having or claiming an interest in 
such land, shall be punishable with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, 
if he or his agent or manager, knowing that such offence is being or has 
been committed, or having reason to believe it is likely to be committed, 
do not give the earliest notice thereof in his or their power to the officer in 


charge at the nearest police station, and do not, in the case of his or their 
having reason to believe that it was about to be committed, use all lawful 
means in his or their power to prevent it and, in the event of its taking 
place, do not use all lawful means in his or their power to disperse or 
suppress the riot or unlawful assembly. 


(2) Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any 
person who is the owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot 
takes place or who claims any interest in such land, or in the subject of any 
dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has accepted or derived any 
benefit therefrom, such person shall be punishable with fine, if he or his 
agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was likely to be 
committed or that the unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed 
was likely to be held, shall not respectively use all lawful means in his or 
their power to prevent such assembly or riot from taking place, and for 
suppressing and dispersing the same. 


(3) Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any 
person who is the owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot 
takes place, or who claims any interest in such land, or in the subject of 
any dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has accepted or derived any 
benefit therefrom, the agent or manager of such person shall be punishable 
with fine, if such agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot 
was likely to be committed, or that the unlawful assembly by which such 
riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not use all lawful means in 
his power to prevent such riot or assembly from taking place and for 
suppressing and dispersing the same. 


Affray. 


194. (1) When two or more persons, by fighting in a public place, 
disturb the public peace, they are said to commit an affray. 


(2) Whoever commits an affray, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to one month, or with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Assaulting or obstructing public servant when suppressing riot, etc. 


195. (1) Whoever assaults or obstructs any public servant or uses 
criminal force on any public servant in the discharge of his duty as such 
public servant in endeavouring to disperse an unlawful assembly, or to 
suppress a riot or affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine which 
shall not be less than twenty-five thousand rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever threatens to assault or attempts to obstruct any public 
servant or threatens or attempts to use criminal force to any public servant 


in the discharge of his duty as such public servant in endeavouring to 
disperse an unlawful assembly, or to suppress a riot or affray, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, 
race, place of birth, residence, language, etc., and doing acts 
prejudicial to maintenance of harmony. 


196. (1) Whoever— 


(a) by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible 
representations or through electronic communication or otherwise, 
promotes or attempts to promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of 
birth, residence, language, caste or community or any other ground 
whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will between 
different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or 
communities; or 


(b) commits any act which is prejudicial to the maintenance of 
harmony between different religious, racial, language or regional groups or 
castes or communities, and which disturbs or is likely to disturb the public 
tranquillity; or 


(c) organises any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity 
intending that the participants in such activity shall use or be trained to use 
criminal force or violence or knowing it to be likely that the participants in 
such activity will use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, or 
participates in such activity intending to use or be trained to use criminal 
force or violence or knowing it to be likely that the participants in such 
activity will use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, against any 
religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community and such 
activity for any reason whatsoever causes or is likely to cause fear or alarm 
or a feeling of insecurity amongst members of such religious, racial, 
language or regional group or caste or community, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any 
place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious 
worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment 
which may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national integration. 


197. (1) Whoever, by words either spoken or written or by signs or 
by visible representations or through electronic communication or 
otherwise,— 


(a) makes or publishes any imputation that any class of persons 
cannot, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language 
or regional group or caste or community, bear true faith and allegiance to 
the Constitution of India as by law established or uphold the sovereignty 
and integrity of India; or 


(b) asserts, counsels, advises, propagates or publishes that any class 
of persons shall, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, 
language or regional group or caste or community, be denied, or deprived 
of their rights as citizens of India; or 


(c) makes or publishes any assertion, counsel, plea or appeal 
concerning the obligation of any class of persons, by reason of their being 
members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or 
community, and such assertion, counsel, plea or appeal causes or is likely 
to cause disharmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or ill-will between such 
members and other persons; or 


(d) makes or publishes false or misleading information, jeopardising 
the sovereignty, unity and integrity or security of India, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any 
place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious 
worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment 
which may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine. 


CHAPTER XII 
OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


Public servant disobeying law, with intent to cause injury to any 
person. 


198. Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any 
direction of the law as to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such 
public servant, intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will by 
such disobedience, cause injury to any person, shall be punished with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, being an officer directed by law to take property in execution, in 
order to satisfy a decree pronounced in Z’s favour by a Court, knowingly 
disobeys that direction of law, with the knowledge that he is likely thereby 
to cause injury to Z. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Public servant disobeying direction under law. 
199. Whoever, being a public servant, — 


(a) Knowingly disobeys any direction of the law which prohibits him 
from requiring the attendance at any place of any person for the purpose 
of investigation into an offence or any other matter; or 


(b) knowingly disobeys, to the prejudice of any person, any other 
direction of the law regulating the manner in which he shall conduct such 
investigation; or 


(c) fails to record any information given to him under sub-section (1) 
of section 173 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 in relation 
to cognizable offence punishable under section 64, section 65, section 66, 
section 67, section 68, section 70, section 71, section 74, section 76, 
section 77, section 79, section 124, section 143 or section 144, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than six months but which may extend to two years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Punishment for non-treatment of victim. 


200. Whoever, being in charge of a hospital, public or private, 
whether run by the Central Government, the State Government, local 
bodies or any other person, contravenes the provisions of section 397 of 
the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Public servant framing an incorrect document with intent to cause 
injury. 


201. Whoever, being a public servant, and being, as such public 
servant, charged with the preparation or translation of any document or 
electronic record, frames, prepares or translates that document or 
electronic record in a manner which he knows or believes to be incorrect, 
intending thereby to cause or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby 
cause injury to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Public servant unlawfully engaging in trade. 


202. Whoever, being a public servant, and being legally bound as 
such public servant not to engage in trade, engages in trade, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with both or with community service. 


Public servant unlawfully buying or bidding for property. 


203. Whoever, being a public servant, and being legally bound as 
such public servant, not to purchase or bid for certain property, purchases 
or bids for that property, either in his own name or in the name of another, 
or jointly, or in shares with others, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both; and the property, if purchased, shall be confiscated. 


Personating a public servant. 


204. Whoever pretends to hold any particular office as a public 
servant, knowing that he does not hold such office or falsely personates 
any other person holding such office, and in such assumed character does 
or attempts to do any act under colour of such office, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less 
than six months but which may extend to three years and with fine. 


Wearing garb or carrying token used by public servant with 
fraudulent intent. 


205. Whoever, not belonging to a certain class of public servants, 
Wears any garb or carries any token resembling any garb or token used by 
that class of public servants, with the intention that it may be believed, or 
with the knowledge that it is likely to be believed, that he belongs to that 
class of public servants, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which 
may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER XIII 


OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC 
SERVANTS 


Absconding to avoid service of summons or other proceeding. 


206. Whoever absconds in order to avoid being served with a 
summons, notice or order proceeding from any public servant legally 
competent, as such public servant, to issue such summons, notice or 
order,- 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where such summons or notice or order is to attend in 
person or by agent, or to produce a document or an electronic record 
in a Court shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to 
ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Preventing service of summons or other proceeding, or preventing 
publication thereof. 


207. Whoever in any manner intentionally prevents the serving on 
himself, or on any other person, of any summons, notice or order 
proceeding from any public servant legally competent, as such public 
servant, to issue such summons, notice or order, or intentionally prevents 
the lawful affixing to any place of any such summons, notice or order or 
intentionally removes any such summons, notice or order from any place 
to which it is lawfully affixed or intentionally prevents the lawful making of 
any proclamation, under the authority of any public servant legally 
competent, as such public servant, to direct such proclamation to be 
made,- 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in 
person or by agent, or to produce a document or electronic record in a 
Court, with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


Non-attendance in obedience to an order from public servant. 


208. Whoever, being legally bound to attend in person or by an agent 
at a certain place and time in obedience to a summons, notice, order, or 
proclamation proceeding from any public servant legally competent, as 
such public servant, to issue the same, intentionally omits to attend at that 
place or time or departs from the place where he is bound to attend before 
the time at which it is lawful for him to depart,- 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in 
person or by agent in a Court with simple imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, being legally bound to appear before a High Court, in obedience 
to a subpoena issuing from that Court, intentionally omits to appear. A has 
committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A, being legally bound to appear before a District Judge, as a 
witness, in obedience to a summons issued by that District Judge 
intentionally omits to appear. A has committed the offence defined in this 
section. 


Non-appearance in response to a proclamation under section 84 of 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. 


209. Whoever fails to appear at the specified place and the specified 
time as required by a proclamation published under sub-section (1) of 
section 84 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
or with fine, or with both, or with community service, and where a 
declaration has been made under sub-section (4) of that section 
pronouncing him as a proclaimed offender, he shall be punished with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Omission to produce document or electronic record to public 
servant by person legally bound to produce it. 


210. Whoever, being legally bound to produce or deliver up any 
document or electronic record to any public servant, as such, intentionally 
omits so to produce or deliver up the same,- 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both; 


(b) and where the document or electronic record is to be produced or 
delivered up to a Court with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, being legally bound to produce a document before a District Court, 
intentionally omits to produce the same. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


Omission to give notice or information to public servant by person 
legally bound to give it. 


211. Whoever, being legally bound to give any notice or to furnish 
information on any subject to any public servant, as such, intentionally 
omits to give such notice or to furnish such information in the manner and 
at the time required by law,- 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the notice or information required to be given respects the 
commission of an offence, or is required for the purpose of preventing the 
commission of an offence, or in order to the apprehension of an offender, 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or 
with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both; 


(c) where the notice or information required to be given is required 
by an order passed under section 394 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita, 2023 with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Furnishing false information. 


212. Whoever, being legally bound to furnish information on any 
subject to any public servant, as such, furnishes, as true, information on 
the subject which he knows or has reason to believe to be false, - 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the information which he is legally bound to give respects 
the commission of an offence, or is required for the purpose of preventing 
the commission of an offence, or in order to the apprehension of an 
offender, with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, a landholder, knowing of the commission of a murder within 
the limits of his estate, wilfully misinforms the Magistrate of the district that 
the death has occurred by accident in consequence of the bite of a snake. 
A is guilty of the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A, a village watchman, knowing that a considerable body of 
strangers has passed through his village in order to commit a dacoity in the 
house of Z, a wealthy merchant residing in a neighbouring place, and being 
legally bound to give early and punctual information of the above fact to 
the officer of the nearest police station, wilfully misinforms the police officer 


that a body of suspicious characters passed through the village with a view 
to commit dacoity in a certain distant place in a different direction. Here A 
is guilty of the offence defined in this section. 


Explanation.—In section 211 and in this section the word “offence” 
include any act committed at any place out of India, which, if committed in 
India, would be punishable under any of the following sections, namely, 
103, 105, 307, sub-sections (2), (3) and (4) of section 309, sub-sections 
(2), (3), (4) and (5) of section 310, 311, 312, clauses (f) and (g) of section 
326, sub-sections (4), (6), (7) and (8) of section 331, clauses (a) and (b) 
of section 332 and the word “offender” includes any person who is alleged 
to have been guilty of any such act. 


Refusing oath or affirmation when duly required by public servant 
to make it. 


213. Whoever refuses to bind himself by an oath or affirmation to 
state the truth, when required so to bind himself by a public servant legally 
competent to require that he shall so bind himself, shall be punished with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Refusing to answer public servant authorised to question. 


214. Whoever, being legally bound to state the truth on any subject 
to any public servant, refuses to answer any question demanded of him 
touching that subject by such public servant in the exercise of the legal 
powers of such public servant, shall be punished with simple imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Refusing to sign statement. 


215. Whoever refuses to sign any statement made by him, when 
required to sign that statement by a public servant legally competent to 
require that he shall sign that statement, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine 
which may extend to three thousand rupees, or with both. 


False statement on oath or affirmation to public servant or person 
authorised to administer an oath or affirmation. 


216. Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or affirmation to state 
the truth on any subject to any public servant or other person authorised 
by law to administer such oath or affirmation, makes, to such public servant 
or other person as aforesaid, touching that subject, any statement which is 
false, and which he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe 


to be true, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


False information, with intent to cause public servant to use his 
lawful power to injury of another person. 


217. Whoever gives to any public servant any information which he 
knows or believes to be false, intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to 
be likely that he will thereby cause, such public servant— 


(a) to do or omit anything which such public servant ought not 
to do or omit if the true state of facts respecting which such 
information is given were known by him; or 


(b) to use the lawful power of such public servant to the injury 
or annoyance of any person, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to ten 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A informs a Magistrate that Z, a police officer, subordinate to such 
Magistrate, has been guilty of neglect of duty or misconduct, knowing such 
information to be false, and knowing it to be likely that the information will 
cause the Magistrate to dismiss Z. A has committed the offence defined in 
this section. 


(b) A falsely informs a public servant that Z has contraband salt in a 
secret place, Knowing such information to be false, and knowing that it is 
likely that the consequence of the information will be a search of Z's 
premises, attended with annoyance to Z. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


(c) A falsely informs a policeman that he has been assaulted and 
robbed in the neighbourhood of a particular village. He does not mention 
the name of any person as one of his assailants, but knows it to be likely 
that in consequence of this information the police will make enquiries and 
institute searches in the village to the annoyance of the villagers or some 
of them. A has committed an offence under this section. 


Resistance to taking of property by lawful authority of a public 
servant. 


218. Whoever offers any resistance to the taking of any property by 
the lawful authority of any public servant, knowing or having reason to 
believe that he is such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment 


of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Obstructing sale of property offered for sale by authority of public 
servant. 


219. Whoever intentionally obstructs any sale of property offered for 
sale by the lawful authority of any public servant, as such, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illegal purchase or bid for property offered for sale by authority of 
public servant. 


220. Whoever, at any sale of property held by the lawful authority of 
a public servant, as such, purchases or bids for any property on account of 
any person, whether himself or any other, whom he knows to be under a 
legal incapacity to purchase that property at that sale, or bids for such 
property not intending to perform the obligations under which he lays 
himself by such bidding, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which 
may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 


Obstructing public servant in discharge of public functions. 


221. Whoever voluntarily obstructs any public servant in the 
discharge of his public functions, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with 
fine which may extend to two thousand and five hundred rupees, or with 
both. 


Omission to assist public servant when bound by law to give 
assistance. 


222. Whoever, being bound by law to render or furnish assistance to 
any public servant in the execution of his public duty, intentionally omits to 
give such assistance, - 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to 
two thousand and five hundred rupees, or with both; 


(b) and where such assistance be demanded of him by a public 
servant legally competent to make such demand for the purposes of 
executing any process lawfully issued by a Court or of preventing the 
commission of an offence, or suppressing a riot, or affray, or of 
apprehending a person charged with or guilty of an offence, or of 
having escaped from lawful custody, shall be punished with simple 


imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant. 


223. Whoever, knowing that, by an order promulgated by a public 
servant lawfully empowered to promulgate such order, he is directed to 
abstain from a certain act, or to take certain order with certain property in 
his possession or under his management, disobeys such direction,- 


(a) shall, if such disobedience causes or tends to cause 
obstruction, annoyance or injury, or risk of obstruction, annoyance 
or injury, to any person lawfully employed, be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to two thousand and five hundred rupees, or 
with both; 


(b) and where such disobedience causes or tends to cause 
danger to human life, health or safety, or causes or tends to cause a 
riot or affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—It is not necessary that the offender should intend to 
produce harm, or contemplate his disobedience as likely to produce harm. 
It is sufficient that he knows of the order which he disobeys, and that his 
disobedience produces, or is likely to produce, harm. 


Illustration. 


An order is promulgated by a public servant lawfully empowered to 
promulgate such order, directing that a religious procession shall not pass 
down a certain street. A knowingly disobeys the order, and thereby causes 
danger of riot. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Threat of injury to public servant. 


224. Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any public servant, 
or to any person in whom he believes that public servant to be interested, 
for the purpose of inducing that public servant to do any act, or to forbear 
or delay to do any act, connected with the exercise of the public functions 
of such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Threat of injury to induce person to refrain from applying for 
protection to public servant. 


225. Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any person for the 
purpose of inducing that person to refrain or desist from making a legal 
application for protection against any injury to any public servant legally 
empowered as such to give such protection, or to cause such protection to 
be given, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Attempt to commit suicide to compel or restrain exercise of 
lawful power. 


226. Whoever attempts to commit suicide with the intent to compel 
or restrain any public servant from discharging his official duty shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with both, or with community service. 


CHAPTER XIV 


OF FALSE EVIDENCE AND OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC 
JUSTICE 


Giving false evidence. 


227. Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or by an express 
provision of law to state the truth, or being bound by law to make a 
declaration upon any subject, makes any statement which is false, and 
which he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be true, 
is said to give false evidence. 


Explanation 1.—A statement is within the meaning of this section, 
whether it is made verbally or otherwise. 


Explanation 2.—A false statement as to the belief of the person 
attesting is within the meaning of this section, and a person may be guilty 
of giving false evidence by stating that he believes a thing which he does 
not believe, as well as by stating that he knows a thing which he does not 
know. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, in Support of a just claim which B has against Z for one 
thousand rupees, falsely swears on a trial that he heard Z admit the justice 
of B’s claim. A has given false evidence. 


(b) A, being bound by an oath to state the truth, states that he 
believes a certain signature to be the handwriting of Z, when he does not 
believe it to be the handwriting of Z. Here A states that which he knows to 
be false, and therefore gives false evidence. 


(c) A, Knowing the general character of Z’s handwriting, states that 
he believes a certain signature to be the handwriting of Z; A in good faith 


believing it to be so. Here A’s statement is merely as to his belief, and is 
true as to his belief, and therefore, although the signature may not be the 
handwriting of Z, A has not given false evidence. 


(d) A, being bound by an oath to state the truth, states that he knows 
that Z was at a particular place on a particular day, not knowing anything 
upon the subject. A gives false evidence whether Z was at that place on 
the day named or not. 


(e) A, an interpreter or translator, gives or certifies as a true 
interpretation or translation of a statement or document which he is bound 
by oath to interpret or translate truly, that which is not and which he does 
not believe to be a true interpretation or translation. A has given false 
evidence. 


Fabricating false evidence. 


228. Whoever causes any circumstance to exist or makes any false 
entry in any book or record, or electronic record or makes any document 
or electronic record containing a false statement, intending that such 
circumstance, false entry or false statement may appear in evidence in a 
judicial proceeding, or in a proceeding taken by law before a public servant 
as such, or before an arbitrator, and that such circumstance, false entry or 
false statement, so appearing in evidence, may cause any person who in 
such proceeding is to form an opinion upon the evidence, to entertain an 
erroneous opinion touching any point material to the result of such 
proceeding is said “to fabricate false evidence”. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A puts jewels into a box belonging to Z, with the intention that 
they may be found in that box, and that this circumstance may cause Z to 
be convicted of theft. A has fabricated false evidence. 


(b) A makes a false entry in his shop-book for the purpose of using it 
as corroborative evidence in a Court. A has fabricated false evidence. 


(c) A, with the intention of causing Z to be convicted of a criminal 
conspiracy, writes a letter in imitation of Z’s handwriting, purporting to be 
addressed to an accomplice in such criminal conspiracy, and puts the letter 
in a place which he knows that the officers of the police are likely to search. 
A has fabricated false evidence. 


Punishment for false evidence. 


229. (1) Whoever intentionally gives false evidence in any stage of a 
judicial proceeding, or fabricates false evidence for the purpose of being 
used in any stage of a judicial proceeding, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 


years, and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to ten thousand 
rupees. 


(2) Whoever intentionally gives or fabricates false evidence in any 
case other than that referred to in sub-section (1), shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees. 


Explanation 1.—A trial before a Court-martial is a judicial proceeding. 


Explanation 2.—An investigation directed by law preliminary to a 
proceeding before a Court, is a stage of a judicial proceeding, though that 
investigation may not take place before a Court. 


Illustration. 


A, in an enquiry before a Magistrate for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether Z ought to be committed for trial, makes on oath a statement 
which he knows to be false. As this enquiry is a stage of a judicial 
proceeding, A has given false evidence. 


Explanation 3.—An investigation directed by a Court according to law, 
and conducted under the authority of a Court, is a stage of a judicial 
proceeding, though that investigation may not take place before a Court. 


Illustration. 


A, in an enquiry before an officer deputed by a Court to ascertain on 
the spot the boundaries of land, makes on oath a statement which he knows 
to be false. As this enquiry is a stage of a judicial proceeding, A has given 
false evidence. 


Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of capital offence. 


230. (1) Whoever gives or fabricates false evidence, intending 
thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any 
person to be convicted of an offence which is capital by the law for the time 
being in force in India shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine which may extend to fifty thousand rupees. 


(2) If an innocent person be convicted and executed in consequence 
of false evidence referred to in sub-section (1), the person who gives such 
false evidence shall be punished either with death or the punishment 
specified in sub-section (1). 


Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure 
conviction of offence punishable with imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment. 


231. Whoever gives or fabricates false evidence intending thereby to 
cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any person to 
be convicted of an offence which by the law for the time being in force in 
India is not capital, but punishable with imprisonment for life, or 
imprisonment for a term of seven years or upwards, shall be punished as a 
person convicted of that offence would be liable to be punished. 


Illustration. 


A gives false evidence before a Court, intending thereby to cause Z 
to be convicted of a dacoity. The punishment of dacoity is imprisonment for 
life, or rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, 
with or without fine. A, therefore, is liable to imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment, with or without fine. 


Threatening any person to give false evidence. 


232.(1) Whoever threatens another with any injury to his person, 
reputation or property or to the person or reputation of any one in whom 
that person is interested, with intent to cause that person to give false 
evidence shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) If innocent person is convicted and sentenced in consequence of 
false evidence referred to in sub-section (1), with death or imprisonment 
for more than seven years, the person who threatens shall be punished 
with the same punishment and sentence in the same manner and to the 
same extent such innocent person is punished and sentenced. 


Using evidence known to be false. 


233. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true or genuine 
evidence any evidence which he knows to be false or fabricated, shall be 
punished in the same manner as if he gave or fabricated false evidence. 


Issuing or signing false certificate. 


234. Whoever issues or signs any certificate required by law to be 
given or signed, or relating to any fact of which such certificate is by law 
admissible in evidence, Knowing or believing that such certificate is false in 
any material point, shall be punished in the same manner as if he gave 
false evidence. 


Using as true a certificate known to be false. 


235. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use any such certificate 
as a true certificate, knowing the same to be false in any material point, 
shall be punished in the same manner as if he gave false evidence. 


False statement made in declaration which is by law receivable as 
evidence. 


236. Whoever, in any declaration made or subscribed by him, which 
declaration any Court or any public servant or other person, is bound or 
authorised by law to receive as evidence of any fact, makes any statement 
which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be false or does 
not believe to be true, touching any point material to the object for which 
the declaration is made or used, shall be punished in the same manner as 
if he gave false evidence. 


Using as true such declaration knowing it to be false. 


237. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true any such 
declaration, Knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be 
punished in the same manner as if he gave false evidence. 


Explanation.—A declaration which is inadmissible merely upon the 
ground of some informality, is a declaration within the meaning of section 
236 and this section. 


Causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false 
information to screen offender. 


238. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence 
has been committed, causes any evidence of the commission of that offence 
to disappear, with the intention of screening the offender from legal 
punishment, or with that intention gives any information respecting the 
offence which he knows or believes to be false shall,— 


(a) if the offence which he knows or believes to have been committed 
is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment which may extend to ten years, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for any term not 
extending to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-fourth part 
of the longest term of the imprisonment provided for the offence, or with 
fine, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that B has murdered Z, assists B to hide the body with 
the intention of screening B from punishment. A is liable to imprisonment 
of either description for seven years, and also to fine. 


Intentional omission to give information of offence by person 
bound to inform. 


239. Whoever, Knowing or having reason to believe that an offence 
has been committed, intentionally omits to give any information respecting 
that offence which he is legally bound to give, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


Giving false information respecting an offence committed. 


240. Whoever, Knowing or having reason to believe that an offence 
has been committed, gives any information respecting that offence which 
he knows or believes to be false, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Explanation.—In sections 238 and 239 and in this section the word 
“offence” includes any act committed at any place out of India, which, if 
committed in India, would be punishable under any of the following 
sections, namely, 103, 105, 307, sub-sections (2), (3) and (4) of section 
309, sub-sections (2), (3), (4) and (5) of section 310, 311, 312, clauses (f) 
and (g) of section 326, sub-sections (4), (6), (7) and (8) of section 331, 
clauses (a) and (b) of section 332. 


Destruction of document or electronic record to prevent its 
production as evidence. 


241. Whoever secretes or destroys any document or electronic 
record which he may be lawfully compelled to produce as evidence in a 
Court or in any proceeding lawfully held before a public servant, as such, 
or obliterates or renders illegible the whole or any part of such document 
or electronic record with the intention of preventing the same from being 
produced or used as evidence before such Court or public servant as 
aforesaid, or after he shall have been lawfully summoned or required to 
produce the same for that purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


False personation for purpose of act or proceeding in suit or 
prosecution. 


242. Whoever falsely personates another, and in such assumed 
character makes any admission or statement, or confesses judgment, or 
Causes any process to be issued or becomes bail or security, or does any 
other act in any suit or criminal prosecution, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Fraudulent removal or concealment of property to prevent its 
seizure as forfeited or in execution. 


243. Whoever fraudulently removes, conceals, transfers or delivers 
to any person any property or any interest therein, intending thereby to 
prevent that property or interest therein from being taken as a forfeiture 
or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been pronounced, 
or which he knows to be likely to be pronounced, by a Court or other 
competent authority, or from being taken in execution of a decree or order 
which has been made, or which he knows to be likely to be made by a Court 
in a civil suit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Fraudulent claim to property to prevent its seizure as forfeited or 
in execution. 


244. Whoever fraudulently accepts, receives or claims any property 
or any interest therein, knowing that he has no right or rightful claim to 
such property or interest, or practises any deception touching any right to 
any property or any interest therein, intending thereby to prevent that 
property or interest therein from being taken as a forfeiture or in 
satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been pronounced, or 
which he knows to be likely to be pronounced by a Court or other competent 
authority, or from being taken in execution of a decree or order which has 
been made, or which he knows to be likely to be made by a Court in a civil 
suit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Fraudulently suffering decree for sum not due. 


245. Whoever fraudulently causes or suffers a decree or order to be 
passed against him at the suit of any person for a sum not due or fora 
larger sum than is due to such person or for any property or interest in 
property to which such person is not entitled, or fraudulently causes or 
suffers a decree or order to be executed against him after it has been 
satisfied, or for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A institutes a suit against Z. Z, knowing that A is likely to obtain a 
decree against him, fraudulently suffers a judgment to pass against him for 
a larger amount at the suit of B, who has no just claim against him, in order 
that B, either on his own account or for the benefit of Z, may share in the 
proceeds of any sale of Z’s property which may be made under A’s decree. 
Z has committed an offence under this section. 


Dishonestly making false claim in Court. 


246. Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent to injure or 
annoy any person, makes in a Court any claim which he knows to be false, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Fraudulently obtaining decree for sum not due. 


247. Whoever fraudulently obtains a decree or order against any 
person for a sum not due, or for a larger sum than is due or for any property 
or interest in property to which he is not entitled, or fraudulently causes a 
decree or order to be executed against any person after it has been satisfied 
or for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, or fraudulently 
suffers or permits any such act to be done in his name, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


False charge of offence made with intent to injure. 


248. Whoever, with intent to cause injury to any person, institutes 
or causes to be instituted any criminal proceeding against that person, or 
falsely charges any person with having committed an offence, knowing that 
there is no just or lawful ground for such proceeding or charge against that 
person,— 


(a) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine which may 
extend to two lakh rupees, or with both; 


(b) if such criminal proceeding be instituted on a false charge 
of an offence punishable with death, imprisonment for life, or 
imprisonment for ten years or upwards, shall be punishable with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Harbouring offender. 


249. Whenever an offence has been committed, whoever harbours 
or conceals a person whom he knows or has reason to believe to be the 
offender, with the intention of screening him from legal punishment shall, — 


(a) if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
five years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may 
extend to one year, and not to ten years, be punished with 
imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a term 
which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of 
imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.——“Offence” in this section includes any act committed 
at any place out of India, which, if committed in India, would be punishable 
under any of the following sections, namely, 103, 105, 307, sub-sections 
(2), (3) and (4) of section 309, sub-sections (2), (3) , (4) and (5) of section 
310, 311, 312, clauses (f) and (g) of section 326, sub-sections (4), (6), (7) 
and (8) of section 331, clauses (a) and (b) of section 332 and every such 
act shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be punishable as 
if the accused person had been guilty of it in India. 


Exception.—This section shall not extend to any case in which the 
harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


Illustration. 


A, knowing that B has committed dacoity, Knowingly conceals B in 
order to screen him from legal punishment. Here, as B is liable to 
imprisonment for life, A is liable to imprisonment of either description for a 
term not exceeding three years, and is also liable to fine. 


Taking gift, etc., to screen an offender from punishment. 


250. Whoever accepts or attempts to obtain, or agrees to accept, 
any gratification for himself or any other person, or any restitution of 
property to himself or any other person, in consideration of his concealing 
an offence or of his screening any person from legal punishment for any 
offence, or of his not proceeding against any person for the purpose of 
bringing him to legal punishment shall,- 


(a) if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment not extending 
to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth 
part of the longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence, or 
with fine, or with both. 


Offering gift or restoration of property in consideration of screening 
offender. 


251. Whoever gives or causes, or offers or agrees to give or cause, 
any gratification to any person, or restores or causes the restoration of any 
property to any person, in consideration of that person’s concealing an 
offence, or of his screening any person from legal punishment for any 
offence, or of his not proceeding against any person for the purpose of 
bringing him to legal punishment shall,- 


(a) if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life or 
with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment not extending 
to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth 
part of the longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence, or 
with fine, or with both. 


Exception.—The provisions of this section and section 250 do not 
extend to any case in which the offence may lawfully be compounded. 


Taking gift to help to recover stolen property, etc. 


252. Whoever takes or agrees or consents to take any gratification 
under pretence or on account of helping any person to recover any movable 
property of which he shall have been deprived by any offence punishable 
under this Sanhita, shall, unless he uses all means in his power to cause 


the offender to be apprehended and convicted of the offence, be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Harbouring offender who has escaped from custody or whose 
apprehension has been ordered. 


253. Whenever any person convicted of or charged with an offence, 
being in lawful custody for that offence, escapes from such custody, or 
whenever a public servant, in the exercise of the lawful powers of such 
public servant, orders a certain person to be apprehended for an offence, 
whoever, knowing of such escape or order for apprehension, harbours or 
conceals that person with the intention of preventing him from being 
apprehended, shall be punished in the manner following, namely:- 


(a) if the offence for which the person was in custody or is 
ordered to be apprehended is punishable with death, he shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life or 
imprisonment for ten years, he shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to three years, with 
or without fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may 
extend to one year and not to ten years, he shall be punished with 
imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a term 
which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of the 
imprisonment provided for such offence, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—“Offence” in this section includes also any act or 
omission of which a person is alleged to have been guilty out of India, 
which, if he had been guilty of it in India, would have been punishable as 
an offence, and for which he is, under any law relating to extradition, or 
otherwise, liable to be apprehended or detained in custody in India, and 
every such act or omission shall, for the purposes of this section, be 
deemed to be punishable as if the accused person had been guilty of it in 
India. 


Exception.—The provisions of this section do not extend to the case 
in which the harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the person to be 
apprehended. 


Penalty for harbouring robbers or dacoits. 


254. Whoever, Knowing or having reason to believe that any persons 
are about to commit or have recently committed robbery or dacoity, 


harbours them or any of them, with the intention of facilitating the 
commission of such robbery or dacoity, or of screening them or any of them 
from punishment, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section it is immaterial 
whether the robbery or dacoity is intended to be committed, or has been 
committed, within or without India. 


Exception.—The provisions of this section do not extend to the case 
in which the harbour is by the spouse of the offender. 


Public servant disobeying direction of law with intent to save 
person from punishment or property from forfeiture. 


255. Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any 
direction of the law as to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such 
public servant, intending thereby to save, or knowing it to be likely that he 
will thereby save, any person from legal punishment, or subject him to a 
less punishment than that to which he is liable, or with intent to save, or 
knowing that he is likely thereby to save, any property from forfeiture or 
any charge to which it is liable by law, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Public servant framing incorrect record or writing with intent to 
save person from punishment or property from forfeiture. 


256. Whoever, being a public servant, and being as such public 
servant, charged with the preparation of any record or other writing, frames 
that record or writing in a manner which he knows to be incorrect, with 
intent to cause, or Knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, loss or 
injury to the public or to any person, or with intent thereby to save, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal 
punishment, or with intent to save, or knowing that he is likely thereby to 
Save, any property from forfeiture or other charge to which it is liable by 
law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


Public servant in judicial proceeding corruptly making report, etc., 
contrary to law. 


257. Whoever, being a public servant, corruptly or maliciously makes 
or pronounces in any stage of a judicial proceeding, any report, order, 
verdict, or decision which he knows to be contrary to law, shall be punished 


with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Commitment for trial or confinement by person having authority 
who knows that he is acting contrary to law. 


258. Whoever, being in any office which gives him legal authority to 
commit persons for trial or to confinement, or to keep persons in 
confinement, corruptly or maliciously commits any person for trial or to 
confinement, or keeps any person in confinement, in the exercise of that 
authority knowing that in so doing he is acting contrary to law, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Intentional omission to apprehend on part of public servant bound 
to apprehend. 


259. Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public 
servant to apprehend or to keep in confinement any person charged with 
or liable to be apprehended for an offence, intentionally omits to apprehend 
such person, or intentionally suffers such person to escape, or intentionally 
aids such person in escaping or attempting to escape from such 
confinement, shall be punished,- 


(a) with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, with or without fine, if the person in 
confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, was charged 
with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence punishable with 
death; or 


(b) with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, with or without fine, if the person in 
confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, was charged 
with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence punishable with 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to ten years; or 


(c) with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, with or without fine, if the person in 
confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, was charged 
with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence punishable with 
imprisonment for a term less than ten years. 


Intentional omission to apprehend on part of public servant bound 
to apprehend person under sentence or lawfully committed. 


260. Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public 
servant to apprehend or to keep in confinement any person under sentence 


of a Court for any offence or lawfully committed to custody, intentionally 
omits to apprehend such person, or intentionally suffers such person to 
escape or intentionally aids such person in escaping or attempting to escape 
from such confinement, shall be punished,— 


(a) with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to fourteen years, with or 
without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been 
apprehended, is under sentence of death; or 


(b) with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, with or without fine, if the person in 
confinement or who ought to have been apprehended, is subject, by 
a sentence of a Court, or by virtue of a commutation of such 
sentence, to imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term of ten 
years, Or upwards; or 


(c) with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both, if the person in 
confinement or who ought to have been apprehended, is subject by 
a sentence of a Court to imprisonment for a term not extending to 
ten years or if the person was lawfully committed to custody. 


Escape from confinement or custody negligently suffered by public 
servant. 


261. Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public 
servant to keep in confinement any person charged with or convicted of 
any offence or lawfully committed to custody, negligently suffers such 
person to escape from confinement, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Resistance or obstruction by a person to his lawful apprehension. 


262. Whoever intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction 
to the lawful apprehension of himself for any offence with which he is 
charged or of which he has been convicted, or escapes or attempts to 
escape from any custody in which he is lawfully detained for any such 
offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—The punishment in this section is in addition to the 
punishment for which the person to be apprehended or detained in custody 
was liable for the offence with which he was charged, or of which he was 
convicted. 


Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension of another 
person. 


263. Whoever, intentionally offers any resistance or illegal 
obstruction to the lawful apprehension of any other person for an offence, 
or rescues or attempts to rescue any other person from any custody in 
which that person is lawfully detained for an offence, — 


(a) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; 
or 


(b) if the person to be apprehended, or the person rescued or 
attempted to be rescued, is charged with or liable to be apprehended 
for an offence punishable with imprisonment for life or imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine; or 


(c) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted 
to be rescued, is charged with or liable to be apprehended for an 
offence punishable with death, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine; or 


(d) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted 
to be rescued, is liable under the sentence of a Court or by virtue of 
a commutation of such a sentence, to imprisonment for life, or 
imprisonment for a term of ten years or upwards, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; or 


(e) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or 
attempted to be rescued, is under sentence of death, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment of either 
description for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


Omission to apprehend, or sufferance of escape, on part of public 
servant, in cases not otherwise provided for. 


264. Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public 
servant to apprehend, or to keep in confinement, any person in any case 
not provided for in section 259, section 260 or section 261, or in any other 
law for the time being in force, omits to apprehend that person or suffers 
him to escape from confinement, shall be punished— 


(a) if he does so intentionally, with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, 
or with both; and 


(b) if he does so negligently, with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension or escape or 
rescue in cases not otherwise provided for. 


265. Whoever, in any case not provided for in section 262 or section 
263 or in any other law for the time being in force, intentionally offers any 
resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful apprehension of himself or of 
any other person, or escapes or attempts to escape from any custody in 
which he is lawfully detained, or rescues or attempts to rescue any other 
person from any custody in which that person is lawfully detained, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


Violation of condition of remission of punishment. 


266. Whoever, having accepted any conditional remission of 
punishment, knowingly violates any condition on which such remission was 
granted, shall be punished with the punishment to which he was originally 
sentenced, if he has already suffered no part of that punishment, and if he 
has suffered any part of that punishment, then with so much of that 
punishment as he has not already suffered. 


Intentional insult or interruption to public servant sitting in judicial 
proceeding. 


267. Whoever, intentionally offers any insult, or causes any 
interruption to any public servant, while such public servant is sitting in any 
stage of a judicial proceeding, shall be punished with simple imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Personation of assessor. 


268. Whoever, by personation or otherwise, shall intentionally 
cause, or knowingly suffer himself to be returned, empanelled or sworn as 
an assessor in any case in which he knows that he is not entitled by law to 
be so returned, empanelled or sworn, or knowing himself to have been so 
returned, empanelled or sworn contrary to law, shall voluntarily serve as 
such assessor, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Failure by person released on bail bond or bond to appear in Court. 


269. Whoever, having been charged with an offence and released on 
bail bond or on bond, fails without sufficient cause (the burden of proving 
which shall lie upon him), to appear in Court in accordance with the terms 
of the bail or bond, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Explanation.—The punishment under this section is— 


(a) in addition to the punishment to which the offender would be 
liable on a conviction for the offence with which he has been charged; and 


(b) without prejudice to the power of the Court to order forfeiture of 
the bond. 


CHAPTER XV 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, 
CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND MORALS 


Public nuisance. 


270. A person is guilty of a public nuisance who does any act or is 
guilty of an illegal omission which causes any common injury, danger or 
annoyance to the public or to the people in general who dwell or occupy 
property in the vicinity, or which must necessarily cause injury, obstruction, 
danger or annoyance to persons who may have occasion to use any public 
right but a common nuisance is not excused on the ground that it causes 
some convenience or advantage. 


Negligent act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life. 


271. Whoever unlawfully or negligently does any act which is, and 
which he knows or has reason to believe to be, likely to spread the infection 
of any disease dangerous to life, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Malignant act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life. 


272. Whoever malignantly does any act which is, and which he knows 
or has reason to believe to be, likely to spread the infection of any disease 
dangerous to life, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Disobedience to quarantine rule. 


273. Whoever knowingly disobeys any rule made by the Government 
for putting any mode of transport into a state of quarantine, or for 
regulating the intercourse of any such transport in a state of quarantine or 


for regulating the intercourse between places where an infectious disease 
prevails and other places, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Adulteration of food or drink intended for sale. 


274. Whoever adulterates any article of food or drink, so as to make 
such article noxious as food or drink, intending to sell such article as food 
or drink, or knowing it to be likely that the same will be sold as food or 
drink, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


Sale of noxious food or drink. 


275. Whoever sells, or offers or exposes for sale, as food or drink, 
any article which has been rendered or has become noxious, or is in a state 
unfit for food or drink, Knowing or having reason to believe that the same 
is noxious as food or drink, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Adulteration of drugs. 


276. Whoever adulterates any drug or medical preparation in such a 
manner as to lessen the efficacy or change the operation of such drug or 
medical preparation, or to make it noxious, intending that it shall be sold 
or used for, or knowing it to be likely that it will be sold or used for, any 
medicinal purpose, as if it had not undergone such adulteration, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, 
or with both. 


Sale of adulterated drugs. 


277. Whoever, knowing any drug or medical preparation to have 
been adulterated in such a manner as to lessen its efficacy, to change its 
operation, or to render it noxious, sells the same, or offers or exposes it for 
sale, or issues it from any dispensary for medicinal purposes as 
unadulterated, or causes it to be used for medicinal purposes by any person 
not knowing of the adulteration, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Sale of drug as a different drug or preparation. 


278. Whoever knowingly sells, or offers or exposes for sale, or issues 
from a dispensary for medicinal purposes, any drug or medical preparation, 


as a different drug or medical preparation, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


Fouling water of public spring or reservoir. 


279. Whoever voluntarily corrupts or fouls the water of any public 
spring or reservoir, so as to render it less fit for the purpose for which it is 
ordinarily used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Making atmosphere noxious to health. 


280. Whoever voluntarily vitiates the atmosphere in any place so as 
to make it noxious to the health of persons in general dwelling or carrying 
on business in the neighbourhood or passing along a public way, shall be 
punished with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees. 


Rash driving or riding on a public way. 


281. Whoever drives any vehicle, or rides, on any public way in a 
manner so rash or negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to 
cause hurt or injury to any other person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


Rash navigation of vessel. 


282. Whoever navigates any vessel in a manner so rash or negligent 
as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any 
other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to 
ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Exhibition of false light, mark or buoy. 


283. Whoever exhibits any false light, mark or buoy, intending or 
knowing it to be likely that such exhibition will mislead any navigator, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and with fine which shall not be less than ten 
thousand rupees. 


Conveying person by water for hire in unsafe or overloaded vessel. 


284. Whoever knowingly or negligently conveys, or causes to be 
conveyed for hire, any person by water in any vessel, when that vessel is 
in such a state or so loaded as to endanger the life of that person, shall be 


punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Danger or obstruction in public way or line of navigation. 


285. Whoever, by doing any act, or by omitting to take order with 
any property in his possession or under his charge, causes danger, 
obstruction or injury to any person in any public way or public line of 
navigation, shall be punished with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees. 


Negligent conduct with respect to poisonous substance. 


286. Whoever does, with any poisonous substance, any act in a 
manner so rash or negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to 
cause hurt or injury to any person or knowingly or negligently omits to take 
such order with any poisonous substance in his possession as is sufficient 
to guard against any probable danger to human life from such poisonous 
substance, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Negligent conduct with respect to fire or combustible matter. 


287. Whoever does, with fire or any combustible matter, any act so 
rashly or negligently as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause 
hurt or injury to any other person or knowingly or negligently omits to take 
such order with any fire or any combustible matter in his possession as is 
sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such fire 
or combustible matter, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to two thousand rupees, or with both. 


Negligent conduct with respect to explosive substance. 


288. Whoever does, with any explosive substance, any act so rashly 
or negligently as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or 
injury to any other person, or knowingly or negligently omits to take such 
order with any explosive substance in his possession as is sufficient to 
guard against any probable danger to human life from that substance, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Negligent conduct with respect to machinery. 


289. Whoever does, with any machinery, any act so rashly or 
negligently as to endanger human life or to be likely to cause hurt or injury 


to any other person or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order 
with any machinery in his possession or under his care as is sufficient to 
guard against any probable danger to human life from such machinery, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


Negligent conduct with respect to pulling down, repairing or 
constructing buildings, etc. 


290. Whoever, in pulling down, repairing or constructing any 
building, knowingly or negligently omits to take such measures with that 
building as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life 
from the fall of that building, or of any part thereof, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


Negligent conduct with respect to animal. 


291. Whoever knowingly or negligently omits to take such measures 
with any animal in his possession as is sufficient to guard against any 
probable danger to human life, or any probable danger of grievous hurt 
from such animal, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Punishment for public nuisance in cases not otherwise provided 
for. 


292. Whoever commits a public nuisance in any case not otherwise 
punishable by this Sanhita shall be punished with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees. 


Continuance of nuisance after injunction to discontinue. 


293. Whoever repeats or continues a public nuisance, having been 
enjoined by any public servant who has lawful authority to issue such 
injunction not to repeat or continue such nuisance, shall be punished with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc. 


294. (1) For the purposes of sub-section (2), a book, pamphlet, 
paper, writing, drawing, painting, representation, figure or any other 
object, including display of any content in electronic form shall be deemed 
to be obscene if it is lascivious or appeals to the prurient interest or if its 
effect, or (where it comprises two or more distinct items) the effect of any 


one of its items, is, if taken as a whole, such as to tend to deprave and 
corrupt persons who are likely, having regard to all relevant circumstances, 
to read, see or hear the matter contained or embodied in it. 


(2) Whoever— 


(a) sells, lets to hire, distributes, publicly exhibits or in any 
manner puts into circulation, or for purposes of sale, hire, 
distribution, public exhibition or circulation, makes, produces or has 
in his possession any obscene book, pamphlet, paper, drawing, 
painting, representation or figure or any other obscene object 
whatsoever in whatever manner; or 


(b) imports, exports or conveys any obscene object for any of 
the purposes aforesaid, or knowing or having reason to believe that 
such object will be sold, let to hire, distributed or publicly exhibited 
or in any manner put into circulation; or 


(c) takes part in or receives profits from any business in the 
course of which he knows or has reason to believe that any such 
obscene objects are, for any of the purposes aforesaid, made 
produced, purchased, kept, imported, exported, conveyed, publicly 
exhibited or in any manner put into circulation; or 


(d) advertises or makes known by any means whatsoever that 
any person is engaged or is ready to engage in any act which is an 
offence under this section, or that any such obscene object can be 
procured from or through any person; or 


(e) offers or attempts to do any act which is an offence under 
this section, 


shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, and with 
fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, and, in the event of 
a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, and also with 
fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees. 


Exception.—This section does not extend to— 


(a) any book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, 
representation or figure— 


(i) the publication of which is proved to be justified as being for 
the public good on the ground that such book, pamphlet, paper, 
writing, drawing, painting, representation or figure is in the interest 
of science, literature, art or learning or other objects of general 
concern; or 


(ii) which is kept or used bona fide for religious purposes; 


(b) any representation sculptured, engraved, painted or otherwise 
represented on or in— 


(i) any ancient monument within the meaning of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958; or 


(ii) any temple, or on any car used for the conveyance of idols, 
or kept or used for any religious purpose. 


Sale, etc., of obscene objects to child. 


295. Whoever sells, lets to hire, distributes, exhibits or circulates to 
any child any such obscene object as is referred to in section 294, or offers 
or attempts so to do, shall be punished on first conviction with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, and, in the 
event of a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and also with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees. 


Obscene acts and songs. 
296. Whoever, to the annoyance of others, — 
(a) does any obscene act in any public place; or 


(b) sings, recites or utters any obscene song, ballad or words, 
in or near any public place, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


Keeping lottery office. 


297. (1) Whoever keeps any office or place for the purpose of 
drawing any lottery not being a State lottery or a lottery authorised by the 
State Government, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(2) Whoever publishes any proposal to pay any sum, or to deliver 
any goods, or to do or forbear from doing anything for the benefit of any 
person, on any event or contingency relative or applicable to the drawing 
of any ticket, lot, number or figure in any such lottery, shall be punished 
with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees. 


CHAPTER XVI 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO RELIGION 


Injuring or defiling place of worship with intent to insult religion of 
any class. 


298. Whoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship, or 
any object held sacred by any class of persons with the intention of thereby 
insulting the religion of any class of persons or with the knowledge that any 
class of persons is likely to consider such destruction, damage or defilement 
as an insult to their religion, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious 
feelings of any class by insulting its religion or religious beliefs. 


299. Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the 
religious feelings of any class of citizens of India, by words, either spoken 
or written, or by signs or by visible representations or through electronic 
means or otherwise, insults or attempts to insult the religion or the religious 
beliefs of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Disturbing religious assembly. 


300. Whoever voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly 
lawfully engaged in the performance of religious worship, or religious 
ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Trespassing on burial places, etc. 


301. Whoever, with the intention of wounding the feelings of any 
person, or of insulting the religion of any person, or with the knowledge 
that the feelings of any person are likely to be wounded, or that the religion 
of any person is likely to be insulted thereby, commits any trespass in any 
place of worship or on any place of sepulchre, or any place set apart for the 
performance of funeral rites or as a depository for the remains of the dead, 
or offers any indignity to any human corpse, or causes disturbance to any 
persons assembled for the performance of funeral ceremonies, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Uttering words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound religious 
feelings of any person. 


302. Whoever, with the deliberate intention of wounding the 
religious feelings of any person, utters any word or makes any sound in the 
hearing of that person or makes any gesture in the sight of that person or 
places any object in the sight of that person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine, or with both. 


CHAPTER XVII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY 
Of theft 
Theft. 


303. (1) Whoever, intending to take dishonestly any movable 
property out of the possession of any person without that person’s consent, 
moves that property in order to such taking, is said to commit theft. 


Explanation 1.—A thing so long as it is attached to the earth, not 
being movable property, is not the subject of theft; but it becomes capable 
of being the subject of theft as soon as it is severed from the earth. 


Explanation 2.—A moving effected by the same act which affects the 
severance may be a theft. 


Explanation 3.—A person is said to cause a thing to move by 
removing an obstacle which prevented it from moving or by separating it 
from any other thing, as well as by actually moving it. 


Explanation 4.—A person, who by any means causes an animal to 
move, is said to move that animal, and to move everything which, in 
consequence of the motion so caused, is moved by that animal. 


Explanation 5.—The consent mentioned in this section may be 
express or implied, and may be given either by the person in possession, 
or by any person having for that purpose authority either express or 
implied. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A cuts down a tree on Z’s ground, with the intention of dishonestly 
taking the tree out of Z’s possession without Z’s consent. Here, as soon as 
A has severed the tree in order to such taking, he has committed theft. 


(b) A puts a bait for dogs in his pocket, and thus induces Z’s dog to 
follow it. Here, if A’s intention be dishonestly to take the dog out of Z’s 
possession without Z’s consent. A has committed theft as soon as Z’s dog 
has begun to follow A. 


(c) A meets a bullock carrying a box of treasure. He drives the bullock 
in a certain direction, in order that he may dishonestly take the treasure. 
As soon as the bullock begins to move, A has committed theft of the 
treasure. 


(d) A being Z's servant, and entrusted by Z with the care of Z’s plate, 
dishonestly runs away with the plate, without Z’s consent. A has committed 
theft. 


(e) Z, going on a journey, entrusts his plate to A, the keeper of a 
warehouse, till Z shall return. A carries the plate to a goldsmith and sells 
it. Here the plate was not in Z’s possession. It could not therefore be taken 
out of Z’s possession, and A has not committed theft, though he may have 
committed criminal breach of trust. 


(f) A finds a ring belonging to Z on a table in the house which Z 
occupies. Here the ring is in Z’s possession, and if A dishonestly removes 
it, A commits theft. 


(g) A finds a ring lying on the highroad, not in the possession of any 
person. A, by taking it, commits no theft, though he may commit criminal 
misappropriation of property. 


(h) A sees a ring belonging to Z lying on a table in Z’s house. Not 
venturing to misappropriate the ring immediately for fear of search and 


detection, A hides the ring in a place where it is highly improbable that it 
will ever be found by Z, with the intention of taking the ring from the hiding 
place and selling it when the loss is forgotten. Here A, at the time of first 
moving the ring, commits theft. 


(i) A delivers his watch to Z, a jeweler, to be regulated. Z carries it 
to his shop. A, not owing to the jeweler any debt for which the jeweler 
might lawfully detain the watch as a security, enters the shop openly, takes 
his watch by force out of Z’s hand, and carries it away. Here A, though he 
may have committed criminal trespass and assault, has not committed 
theft, in as much as what he did was not done dishonestly. 


(j) If A owes money to Z for repairing the watch, and if Z retains the 
watch lawfully as a security for the debt, and A takes the watch out of Z’s 
possession, with the intention of depriving Z of the property as a security 
for his debt, he commits theft, in as much as he takes it dishonestly. 


(k) Again, if A, having pawned his watch to Z, takes it out of Z’s 
possession without Z’s consent, not having paid what he borrowed on the 
watch, he commits theft, though the watch is his own property in as much 
as he takes it dishonestly. 


(1) A takes an article belonging to Z out of Z’s possession without Z’s 
consent, with the intention of keeping it until he obtains money from Z as 
a reward for its restoration. Here A takes dishonestly; A has therefore 
committed theft. 


(m) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z’s library in Z’s 
absence, and takes away a book without Z’s express consent for the 
purpose merely of reading it, and with the intention of returning it. Here, it 
is probable that A may have conceived that he had Z’s implied consent to 
use Z’s book. If this was A’s impression, A has not committed theft. 


(n) A asks charity from Z’s wife. She gives A money, food and clothes, 
which A knows to belong to Z her husband. Here it is probable that A may 
conceive that Z’s wife is authorised to give away alms. If this was A’s 
impression, A has not committed theft. 


(o) A is the paramour of Z’s wife. She gives a valuable property, 
which A knows to belong to her husband Z, and to be such property as she 
has no authority from Z to give. If A takes the property dishonestly, he 
commits theft. 


(p) A, in good faith, believing property belonging to Z to be A’s own 
property, takes that property out of Z’s possession. Here, as A does not 
take dishonestly, he does not commit theft. 


(2) Whoever commits theft shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, 
or with both and in case of second or subsequent conviction of any person 
under this section, he shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to five 
years and with fine: 


Provided that in cases of theft where the value of the stolen property 
is less than five thousand rupees, and a person is convicted for the first 
time, shall upon return of the value of property or restoration of the stolen 
property, shall be punished with community service. 


Snatching. 


304. (1) Theft is snatching if, in order to commit theft, the offender 
suddenly or quickly or forcibly seizes or secures or grabs or takes away 
from any person or from his possession any movable property. 


(2) Whoever commits’ snatching, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Theft in a dwelling house, or means of transportation or place of 
worship, etc. 


305. Whoever commits theft— 


(a) in any building, tent or vessel used as a human dwelling or 
used for the custody of property; or 


(b) of any means of transport used for the transport of goods 
or passengers; or 


(c) of any article or goods from any means of transport used 
for the transport of goods or passengers; or 


(d) of idol or icon in any place of worship; or 
(e) of any property of the Government or of a local authority, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Theft by clerk or servant of property in possession of master. 


306. Whoever, being a clerk or servant, or being employed in the 
capacity of a clerk or servant, commits theft in respect of any property in 
the possession of his master or employer, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Theft after preparation made for causing death, hurt or restraint in 
order to committing of theft. 


307. Whoever commits theft, having made preparation for causing 
death, or hurt, or restraint, or fear of death, or of hurt, or of restraint, to 
any person, in order to the committing of such theft, or in order to the 
effecting of his escape after the committing of such theft, or in order to the 
retaining of property taken by such theft, shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A commits theft on property in Z’s possession; and while 
committing this theft, he has a loaded pistol under his garment, having 
provided this pistol for the purpose of hurting Z in case Z should resist. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A picks Z’s pocket, having posted several of his companions near 
him, in order that they may restrain Z, if Z should perceive what is passing 
and should resist, or should attempt to apprehend A. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


Of extortion 
Extortion. 


308. (1) Whoever intentionally puts any person in fear of any injury 
to that person, or to any other, and thereby dishonestly induces the person 
so put in fear to deliver to any person any property, or valuable security or 
anything signed or sealed which may be converted into a valuable security, 
commits extortion. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A threatens to publish a defamatory libel concerning Z unless Z 
gives him money. He thus induces Z to give him money. A has committed 
extortion. 


(b) A threatens Z that he will keep Z’s child in wrongful confinement, 
unless Z will sign and deliver to A a promissory note binding Z to pay certain 
monies to A. Z signs and delivers the note. A has committed extortion. 


(c) A threatens to send club-men to plough up Z’s field unless Z will 
sign and deliver to B a bond binding Z under a penalty to deliver certain 
produce to B, and thereby induces Z to sign and deliver the bond. A has 
committed extortion. 


(d) A, by putting Z in fear of grievous hurt, dishonestly induces Z to 
sign or affix his seal to a blank paper and deliver it to A. Z signs and delivers 


the paper to A. Here, as the paper so signed may be converted into a 
valuable security. A has committed extortion. 


(e) A threatens Z by sending a message through an electronic device 
that “Your child is in my possession, and will be put to death unless you 
send me one lakh rupees.” A thus induces Z to give him money. A has 
committed extortion. 


(2) Whoever commits extortion shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts any person 
in fear, or attempts to put any person in fear, of any injury, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or 
attempts to put any person in fear of death or of grievous hurt to that 
person or to any other, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of death 
or of grievous hurt to that person or to any other, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or 
attempts to put any person in fear of an accusation, against that person or 
any other, of having committed, or attempted to commit, an offence 
punishable with death or with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of an 
accusation against that person or any other, of having committed or 
attempted to commit any offence punishable with death, or with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to ten years, or of having attempted to induce any other person to commit 
such offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of robbery and dacoity 
Robbery. 
309. (1) In all robbery there is either theft or extortion. 


(2) Theft is robbery if, in order to the committing of the theft, or in 
committing the theft, or in carrying away or attempting to carry away 
property obtained by the theft, the offender, for that end voluntarily causes 
or attempts to cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful restraint, or 
fear of instant death or of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


(3) Extortion is robbery if the offender, at the time of committing the 
extortion, is in the presence of the person put in fear, and commits the 
extortion by putting that person in fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or 
of instant wrongful restraint to that person or to some other person, and, 
by so putting in fear, induces the person so put in fear then and there to 
deliver up the thing extorted. 


Explanation.—The offender is said to be present if he is sufficiently 
near to put the other person in fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or of 
instant wrongful restraint. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A holds Z down, and fraudulently takes Z’s money and jewels 
from Z’s clothes, without Z’s consent. Here A has committed theft, and, in 
order to the committing of that theft, has voluntarily caused wrongful 
restraint to Z. A has therefore committed robbery. 


(b) A meets Z on the high road, shows a pistol, and demands Z’s 
purse. Z, in Consequence, surrenders his purse. Here A has extorted the 
purse from Z by putting him in fear of instant hurt, and being at the time 
of committing the extortion in his presence. A has therefore committed 
robbery. 


(c) A meets Z and Z’s child on the high road. A takes the child, and 
threatens to fling it down a precipice, unless Z delivers his purse. Z, in 
consequence, delivers his purse. Here A has extorted the purse from Z, by 
causing Z to be in fear of instant hurt to the child who is there present. A 
has therefore committed robbery on Z. 


(d) A obtains property from Z by saying—“Your child is in the hands 
of my gang, and will be put to death unless you send us ten thousand 
rupees”. This is extortion, and punishable as such; but it is not robbery, 
unless Z is put in fear of the instant death of his child. 


(4) Whoever commits robbery shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; and, if the robbery be committed on the highway between 
sunset and sunrise, the imprisonment may be extended to fourteen years. 


(5) Whoever attempts to commit robbery shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) If any person, in committing or in attempting to commit robbery, 
voluntarily causes hurt, such person, and any other person jointly 
concerned in committing or attempting to commit such robbery, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Dacoity. 


310. (1) When five or more persons conjointly commit or attempt to 
commit a robbery, or where the whole number of persons conjointly 
committing or attempting to commit a robbery, and persons present and 
aiding such commission or attempt, amount to five or more, every person 
so committing, attempting or aiding, is said to commit dacoity. 


(2) Whoever commits dacoity shall be punished with imprisonment 
for life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) If any one of five or more persons, who are conjointly committing 
dacoity, commits murder in so committing dacoity, every one of those 
persons shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life, or rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever makes any preparation for committing dacoity, shall be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever is one of five or more persons assembled for the purpose 
of committing dacoity, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever belongs to a gang of persons associated for the purpose 
of habitually committing dacoity, shall be punished with imprisonment for 
life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Robbery, or dacoity, with attempt to cause death or grievous hurt. 


311. If, at the time of committing robbery or dacoity, the offender 
uses any deadly weapon, or causes grievous hurt to any person, or 
attempts to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, the imprisonment 
with which such offender shall be punished shall not be less than seven 
years. 


Attempt to commit robbery or dacoity when armed with deadly 
weapon. 


312. If, at the time of attempting to commit robbery or dacoity, the 
offender is armed with any deadly weapon, the imprisonment with which 
such offender shall be punished shall not be less than seven years. 


Punishment for belonging to gang of robbers, etc. 


313. Whoever belongs to any gang of persons associated in 
habitually committing theft or robbery, and not being a gang of dacoits, 
shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal misappropriation of property 
Dishonest misappropriation of property. 


314. Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own 
use any movable property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which shall not be less than six months but which 
may extend to two years and with fine 


Illustrations. 


(a) A takes property belonging to Z out of Z’s possession, in good 
faith believing at the time when he takes it, that the property belongs to 
himself. A is not guilty of theft; but if A, after discovering his mistake, 
dishonestly appropriates the property to his own use, he is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


(b) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z’s library in Z’s 
absence, and takes away a book without Z’s express consent. Here, if A 
was under the impression that he had Z’s implied consent to take the book 
for the purpose of reading it, A has not committed theft. But, if A afterwards 
sells the book for his own benefit, he is guilty of an offence under this 
section. 


(c) A and B, being, joint owners of a horse. A takes the horse out of 
B’s possession, intending to use it. Here, as A has a right to use the horse, 
he does not dishonestly misappropriate it. But, if A sells the horse and 
appropriates the whole proceeds to his own use, he is guilty of an offence 
under this section. 


Explanation 1.—A dishonest misappropriation for a time only is a 
misappropriation within the meaning of this section. 


Illustration. 


A finds a Government promissory note belonging to Z, bearing a 
blank endorsement. A, knowing that the note belongs to Z, pledges it with 
a banker as a security for a loan, intending at a future time to restore it to 
Z. A has committed an offence under this section. 


Explanation 2.—A person who finds property not in the possession of 
any other person, and takes such property for the purpose of protecting it 
for, or of restoring it to, the owner, does not take or misappropriate it 
dishonestly, and is not guilty of an offence; but he is guilty of the offence 
above defined, if he appropriates it to his own use, when he knows or has 
the means of discovering the owner, or before he has used reasonable 
means to discover and give notice to the owner and has kept the property 
a reasonable time to enable the owner to claim it. 


What are reasonable means or what is a reasonable time in such a 
case, is a question of fact. 


It is not necessary that the finder should know who is the owner of 
the property, or that any particular person is the owner of it; it is sufficient 
if, at the time of appropriating it, he does not believe it to be his own 
property, or in good faith believe that the real owner cannot be found. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A finds a rupee on the high road, not knowing to whom the rupee 
belongs, A picks up the rupee. Here A has not committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


(b) A finds a letter on the road, containing a bank-note. From the 
direction and contents of the letter he learns to whom the note belongs. He 
appropriates the note. He is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(c) A finds a cheque payable to bearer. He can form no conjecture as 
to the person who has lost the cheque. But the name of the person, who 
has drawn the cheque, appears. A knows that this person can direct him to 
the person in whose favour the cheque was drawn. A appropriates the 
cheque without attempting to discover the owner. He is guilty of an offence 
under this section. 


(d) A sees Z drop his purse with money in it. A picks up the purse 
with the intention of restoring it to Z, but afterwards appropriates it to his 
own use. A has committed an offence under this section. 


(e) A finds a purse with money, not knowing to whom it belongs; he 
afterwards discovers that it belongs to Z, and appropriates it to his own 
use. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(f) A finds a valuable ring, not knowing to whom it belongs. A sells it 
immediately without attempting to discover the owner. A is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


Dishonest misappropriation of property possessed by deceased 
person at the time of his death. 


315. Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own 
use any property, knowing that such property was in the possession of a 
deceased person at the time of that person’s decease, and has not since 
been in the possession of any person legally entitled to such possession, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine, and if the 
offender at the time of such person’s decease was employed by him as a 
clerk or servant, the imprisonment may extend to seven years. 


Illustration. 


Z dies in possession of furniture and money. His servant A, before 
the money comes into the possession of any person entitled to such 
possession, dishonestly misappropriates it. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


Of criminal breach of trust 
Criminal breach of trust. 


316. (1) Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or 
with any dominion over property, dishonestly misappropriates or converts 
to his own use that property, or dishonestly uses or disposes of that 
property in violation of any direction of law prescribing the mode in which 
such trust is to be discharged, or of any legal contract, express or implied, 
which he has made touching the discharge of such trust, or wilfully suffers 
any other person so to do, commits criminal breach of trust. 


Explanation 1.—A person, being an employer of an establishment 
whether exempted under section 17 of the Employees’ Provident Funds and 
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 or not who deducts the employee’s 
contribution from the wages payable to the employee for credit to a 
Provident Fund or Family Pension Fund established by any law for the time 
being in force, shall be deemed to have been entrusted with the amount of 
the contribution so deducted by him and if he makes default in the payment 
of such contribution to the said Fund in violation of the said law, shall be 
deemed to have dishonestly used the amount of the said contribution in 
violation of a direction of law as aforesaid. 


Explanation 2.—A person, being an employer, who deducts the 
employees’ contribution from the wages payable to the employee for credit 


to the Employees’ State Insurance Fund held and administered by the 
Employees’ State Insurance Corporation established under the Employees’ 
State Insurance Act, 1948 shall be deemed to have been entrusted with 
the amount of the contribution so deducted by him and if he makes default 
in the payment of such contribution to the said Fund in violation of the said 
Act, shall be deemed to have dishonestly used the amount of the said 
contribution in violation of a direction of law as aforesaid. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, being executor to the will of a deceased person, dishonestly 
disobeys the law which directs him to divide the effects according to the 
will, and appropriates them to his own use. A has committed criminal 
breach of trust. 


(b) A is a warehouse-keeper Z going on a journey, entrusts his 
furniture to A, under a contract that it shall be returned on payment of a 
stipulated sum for warehouse room. A dishonestly sells the goods. A has 
committed criminal breach of trust. 


(c) A, residing in Kolkata, is agent for Z, residing at Delhi. There is 
an express or implied contract between A and Z, that all sums remitted by 
Z to A Shall be invested by A, according to Z’s direction. Z remits one lakh 
of rupees to A, with directions to A to invest the same in Company’s paper. 
A dishonestly disobeys the directions and employs the money in his own 
business. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(d) But if A, in illustration (c), not dishonestly but in good faith, 
believing that it will be more for Z’s advantage to hold shares in the Bank 
of Bengal, disobeys Z’s directions, and buys shares in the Bank of Bengal, 
for Z, instead of buying Company’s paper, here, though Z should suffer 
loss, and should be entitled to bring a civil action against A, on account of 
that loss, yet A, not having acted dishonestly, has not committed criminal 
breach of trust. 


(e) A, a revenue-officer, is entrusted with public money and is either 
directed by law, or bound by a contract, express or implied, with the 
Government, to pay into a certain treasury all the public money which he 
holds. A dishonestly appropriates the money. A has committed criminal 
breach of trust. 


(f) A, a carrier, is entrusted by Z with property to be carried by land 
or by water. A dishonestly misappropriates the property. A has committed 
criminal breach of trust. 


(2) Whoever commits criminal breach of trust shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever, being entrusted with property as a carrier, wharfinger 
or warehouse-keeper, commits criminal breach of trust in respect of such 
property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever, being a clerk or servant or employed as a clerk or 
servant, and being in any manner entrusted in such capacity with property, 
or with any dominion over property, commits criminal breach of trust in 
respect of that property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or with 
any dominion over property in his capacity of a public servant or in the way 
of his business as a banker, merchant, factor, broker, attorney or agent 
commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that property, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Of receiving stolen property 
Stolen property. 


317. (1) Property, the possession whereof has been transferred by 
theft or extortion or robbery or cheating, and property which has been 
criminally misappropriated or in respect of which criminal breach of trust 
has been committed, is designated as stolen property, whether the transfer 
has been made, or the misappropriation or breach of trust has been 
committed, within or without India, but, if such property subsequently 
comes into the possession of a person legally entitled to the possession 
thereof, it then ceases to be stolen property. 


(2) Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property, 
knowing or having reason to believe the same to be stolen property, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property, the 
possession whereof he knows or has reason to believe to have been 
transferred by the commission of dacoity, or dishonestly receives from a 
person, whom he knows or has reason to believe to belong or to have 
belonged to a gang of dacoits, property which he knows or has reason to 
believe to have been stolen, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, 
or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever habitually receives or deals in property which he knows 
or has reason to believe to be stolen property, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever voluntarily assists in concealing or disposing of or 
making away with property which he knows or has reason to believe to be 
stolen property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of cheating 
Cheating. 


318. (1) Whoever, by deceiving any person, fraudulently or 
dishonestly induces the person so deceived to deliver any property to any 
person, or to consent that any person shall retain any property, or 
intentionally induces the person so deceived to do or omit to do anything 
which he would not do or omit if he were not so deceived, and which act or 
omission causes or is likely to cause damage or harm to that person in 
body, mind, reputation or property, is said to cheat. 


Explanation.—A dishonest concealment of facts is a deception within 
the meaning of this section. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, by falsely pretending to be in the Civil Service, intentionally 
deceives Z, and thus dishonestly induces Z to let him have on credit goods 
for which he does not mean to pay. A cheats. 


(b) A, by putting a counterfeit mark on an article, intentionally 
deceives Z into a belief that this article was made by a certain celebrated 
manufacturer, and thus dishonestly induces Z to buy and pay for the article. 
A cheats. 


(c) A, by exhibiting to Z a false sample of an article intentionally 
deceives Z into believing that the article corresponds with the sample, and 
thereby dishonestly induces Z to buy and pay for the article. A cheats. 


(d) A, by tendering in payment for an article a bill on a house with 
which A keeps no money, and by which A expects that the bill will be 
dishonoured, intentionally deceives Z, and thereby dishonestly induces Z 
to deliver the article, intending not to pay for it. A cheats. 


(e) A, by pledging as diamonds articles which he knows are not 
diamonds, intentionally deceives Z, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to 
lend money. A cheats. 


(f) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A means to repay any 
money that Z may lend to him and thereby dishonestly induces Z to lend 
him money, A not intending to repay it. A cheats. 


(g) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A means to deliver to 
Z acertain quantity of indigo plant which he does not intend to deliver, and 
thereby dishonestly induces Z to advance money upon the faith of such 
delivery. A cheats; but if A, at the time of obtaining the money, intends to 
deliver the indigo plant, and afterwards breaks his contract and does not 
deliver it, he does not cheat, but is liable only to a civil action for breach of 
contract. 


(h) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A has performed A’s 
part of a contract made with Z, which he has not performed, and thereby 
dishonestly induces Z to pay money. A cheats. 


(i) A sells and conveys an estate to B. A, knowing that in consequence 
of such sale he has no right to the property, sells or mortgages the same 
to Z, without disclosing the fact of the previous sale and conveyance to B, 
and receives the purchase or mortgage money from Z. A cheats. 


(2) Whoever cheats shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


(3) Whoever cheats with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to 
cause wrongful loss to a person whose interest in the transaction to which 
the cheating relates, he was bound, either by law, or by a legal contract, 
to protect, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever cheats and thereby dishonestly induces the person 
deceived to deliver any property to any person, or to make, alter or destroy 
the whole or any part of a valuable security, or anything which is signed or 
sealed, and which is capable of being converted into a valuable security, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Cheating by personation. 


319. (1) A person is said to cheat by personation if he cheats by 
pretending to be some other person, or by knowingly substituting one 
person for or another, or representing that he or any other person is a 
person other than he or such other person really is. 


Explanation.—The offence is committed whether the _ individual 
personated is a real or imaginary person. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A cheats by pretending to be a certain rich banker of the same 
name. A cheats by personation. 


(b) A cheats by pretending to be B, a person who is deceased. A 
cheats by personation. 


(2) Whoever cheats by personation shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of fraudulent deeds and dispositions of property 


Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property to 
prevent distribution among creditors. 


320. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently removes, conceals or 
delivers to any person, or transfers or causes to be transferred to any 
person, without adequate consideration, any property, intending thereby to 
prevent, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby prevent, the 
distribution of that property according to law among his creditors or the 
creditors of any other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which shall not be less than six months but which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Dishonestly or fraudulently preventing debt being available for 
creditors. 


321. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently prevents any debt or 
demand due to himself or to any other person from being made available 
according to law for payment of his debts or the debts of such other person, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Dishonest or fraudulent execution of deed of transfer containing 
false statement of consideration. 


322. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently signs, executes or 
becomes a party to any deed or instrument which purports to transfer or 
subject to any charge any property, or any interest therein, and which 
contains any false statement relating to the consideration for such transfer 
or charge, or relating to the person or persons for whose use or benefit it 
is really intended to operate, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property. 


323. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently conceals or removes any 
property of himself or any other person, or dishonestly or fraudulently 


assists in the concealment or removal thereof, or dishonestly releases any 
demand or claim to which he is entitled, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of mischief 
Mischief. 


324. (1) Whoever with intent to cause, or knowing that he is likely 
to cause, wrongful loss or damage to the public or to any person, causes 
the destruction of any property, or any such change in any property or in 
the situation thereof as destroys or diminishes its value or utility, or affects 
it injuriously, commits mischief. 


Explanation 1.—It is not essential to the offence of mischief that the 
offender should intend to cause loss or damage to the owner of the property 
injured or destroyed. It is sufficient if he intends to cause, or knows that 
he is likely to cause, wrongful loss or damage to any person by injuring any 
property, whether it belongs to that person or not. 


Explanation 2.—Mischief may be committed by an act affecting 
property belonging to the person who commits the act, or to that person 
and others jointly. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A voluntarily burns a valuable security belonging to Z intending 
to cause wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(b) A introduces water into an ice-house belonging to Z and thus 
causes the ice to melt, intending wrongful loss to Z. A has committed 
mischief. 


(c) A voluntarily throws into a river a ring belonging to Z, with the 
intention of thereby causing wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(d) A, Knowing that his effects are about to be taken in execution in 
order to satisfy a debt due from him to Z, destroys those effects, with the 
intention of thereby preventing Z from obtaining satisfaction of the debt, 
and of thus causing damage to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(e) A having insured a ship, voluntarily causes the same to be cast 
away, with the intention of causing damage to the underwriters. A has 
committed mischief. 


(f) A causes a ship to be cast away, intending thereby to cause 
damage to Z who has lent money on bottomry on the ship. A has committed 
mischief. 


(g) A, having joint property with Z in a horse, shoots the horse, 
intending thereby to cause wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(h) A causes cattle to enter upon a field belonging to Z, intending to 
cause and knowing that he is likely to cause damage to Z’s crop. A has 
committed mischief. 


(2) Whoever commits mischief shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits mischief and thereby causes loss or damage to 
any property including the property of Government or Local Authority shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever commits mischief and thereby causes loss or damage to 
the amount of twenty thousand rupees and more but less than one lakh 
rupees shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(5) Whoever commits mischief and thereby causes loss or damage to 
the amount of one lakh rupees or upwards, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(6) Whoever commits mischief, having made preparation for causing 
to any person death, or hurt, or wrongful restraint, or fear of death, or of 
hurt, or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Mischief by killing or maiming animal. 


325. Whoever commits mischief by killing, poisoning, maiming or 
rendering useless any animal shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Mischief by injury, inundation, fire or explosive substance, etc. 
326. Whoever commits mischief by, 


(a) doing any act which causes, or which he knows to be likely 
to cause, a diminution of the supply of water for agricultural 
purposes, or for food or drink for human beings or for animals which 
are property, or for cleanliness or for carrying on any manufacture, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both; 


(b) doing any act which renders or which he knows to be likely 
to render any public road, bridge, navigable river or navigable 
channel, natural or artificial, impassable or less safe for travelling or 
conveying property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, 
or with both; 


(c) doing any act which causes or which he knows to be likely 
to cause an inundation or an obstruction to any public drainage 
attended with injury or damage, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or 
with fine, or with both; 


(d) destroying or moving any sign or signal used for navigation 
of rail, aircraft or ship or other thing placed as a guide for navigators, 
or by any act which renders any such sign or signal less useful as a 
guide for navigators, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, 
or with both; 


(e) destroying or moving any land-mark fixed by the authority 
of a public servant, or by any act which renders such land-mark less 
useful as such, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both; 


(f) fire or any explosive substance intending to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, damage to any 
property including agricultural produce, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(g) fire or any explosive substance, intending to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, the destruction of 
any building which is ordinarily used as a place of worship or as a 
human dwelling or as a place for the custody of property, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Mischief with intent to destroy or make unsafe a rail, aircraft, 
decked vessel or one of twenty tons burden. 


327.(1) Whoever commits mischief to any rail, aircraft, or a decked 
vessel or any vessel of a burden of twenty tons or upwards, intending to 
destroy or render unsafe, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby 
destroy or render unsafe, that rail, aircraft or vessel, shall be punished with 


imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever commits, or attempts to commit, by fire or any explosive 
substance, such mischief as is described in sub-section (1), shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Punishment for intentionally running vessel aground or ashore with 
intent to commit theft, etc. 


328. Whoever intentionally runs any vessel aground or ashore, 
intending to commit theft of any property contained therein or to 
dishonestly misappropriate any such property, or with intent that such theft 
or misappropriation of property may be committed, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal trespass 
Criminal trespass and house-trespass. 


329.(1) Whoever enters into or upon property in the possession of 
another with intent to commit an offence or to intimidate, insult or annoy 
any person in possession of such property or having lawfully entered into 
Or upon such property, unlawfully remains there with intent thereby to 
intimidate, insult or annoy any such person or with intent to commit an 
offence is said to commit criminal trespass. 


(2) Whoever commits criminal trespass by entering into or remaining 
in any building, tent or vessel used as a human dwelling or any building 
used as a place for worship, or as a place for the custody of property, is 
said to commit house-trespass. 


Explanation.—The introduction of any part of the criminal trespasser’s 
body is entering sufficient to constitute house-trespass. 


(3) Whoever commits criminal trespass shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


(4) Whoever commits house-trespass shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


House-trespass and house-breaking. 


330.(1) Whoever commits house-trespass having taken precautions 
to conceal such house-trespass from some person who has a right to 
exclude or eject the trespasser from the building, tent or vessel which is 
the subject of the trespass, is said to commit lurking house-trespass. 


(2) A person is said to commit house-breaking who commits house- 
trespass if he effects his entrance into the house or any part of it in any of 
the six ways hereinafter described; or if, being in the house or any part of 
it for the purpose of committing an offence, or having committed an offence 
therein, he quits the house or any part of it in any of the following ways, 
namely:- 


(a) if he enters or quits through a passage made by himself, or 
by any abettor of the house-trespass, in order to the committing of 
the house-trespass; 


(b) if he enters or quits through any passage not intended by 
any person, other than himself or an abettor of the offence, for 
human entrance; or through any passage to which he has obtained 
access by scaling or climbing over any wall or building; 


(c) if he enters or quits through any passage which he or any 
abettor of the house-trespass has opened, in order to the committing 
of the house-trespass by any means by which that passage was not 
intended by the occupier of the house to be opened; 


(d) if he enters or quits by opening any lock in order to the 
committing of the house-trespass, or in order to the quitting of the 
house after a house-trespass; 


(e) if he effects his entrance or departure by using criminal 
force or committing an assault, or by threatening any person with 
assault; 


(f) if he enters or quits by any passage which he knows to have 
been fastened against such entrance or departure, and to have been 
unfastened by himself or by an abettor of the house-trespass. 


Explanation.—Any out-house or building occupied with a house, and 
between which and such house there is an immediate internal 
communication, is part of the house within the meaning of this section. 


Illustrations 


(a) A commits house-trespass by making a hole through the wall of 
Z’s house, and putting his hand through the aperture. This is house- 
breaking. 


(b) A commits house-trespass by creeping into a ship at a port-hole 
between decks. This is house-breaking. 


(c) A commits house-trespass by entering Z’s house through a 
window. This is house-breaking. 


(d) A commits house-trespass by entering Z’s house through the 
door, having opened a door which was fastened. This is house-breaking. 


(e) A commits house-trespass by entering Z’s house through the 
door, having lifted a latch by putting a wire through a hole in the door. This 
is house-breaking. 


(f) A finds the key of Z’s house door, which Z had lost, and commits 
house-trespass by entering Z’s house, having opened the door with that 
key. This is house-breaking. 


(g) Z is standing in his doorway. A forces a passage by knocking Z 
down, and commits house-trespass by entering the house. This is house- 
breaking. 


(h) Z, the door-keeper of Y, is standing in Y’s doorway. A commits 
house-trespass by entering the house, having deterred Z from opposing 
him by threatening to beat him. This is house-breaking. 


Punishment for house-trespass or house-breaking. 


331. (1) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house- 
breaking, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after 
sunset and before sunrise, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, in 
order to the committing of any offence punishable with imprisonment, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if the offence 
intended to be committed is theft, the term of the imprisonment may be 
extended to ten years. 


(4) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after 
sunset and before sunrise, in order to the committing of any offence 
punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also 
be liable to fine; and, if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the 
term of the imprisonment may be extended to fourteen years. 


(5) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass, or house-breaking, 
having made preparation for causing hurt to any person, or for assaulting 
any person, or for wrongfully restraining any person, or for putting any 
person in fear of hurt or of assault or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description or a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after 
sunset and before sunrise, having made preparation for causing hurt to any 
person or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully restraining any 
person, or for putting any person in fear of hurt, or of assault, or of wrongful 
restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever, whilst committing lurking house-trespass or house- 
breaking, causes grievous hurt to any person or attempts to cause death 
or grievous hurt to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment for 
life, or imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(8) If, at the time of the committing of lurking house-trespass or 
house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise, any person guilty of such 
offence shall voluntarily cause or attempt to cause death or grievous hurt 
to any person, every person jointly concerned in committing such lurking 
house-trespass or house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


House-trespass in order to commit offence. 


332. Whoever commits house-trespass in order to the committing of 
any offence- 


(a) punishable with death, shall be punished with imprisonment for 
life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, and 
shall also be liable to fine; 


(b) punishable with imprisonment for life, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, and 
shall also be liable to fine; 


(c) punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished’ with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, and shall also be liable to fine: 


Provided that if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the 
term of the imprisonment may be extended to seven years. 


House trespass after preparation for hurt, assault or wrongful 
restraint. 


333. Whoever commits house-trespass, having made preparation for 
causing hurt to any person or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully 
restraining any person, or for putting any person in fear of hurt, or of 
assault, or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Dishonestly breaking open receptacle containing property. 


334. (1) Whoever dishonestly or with intent to commit mischief, 
breaks open or unfastens any closed receptacle which contains or which he 
believes to contain property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


(2) Whoever, being entrusted with any closed receptacle which 
contains or which he believes to contain property, without having authority 
to open the same, dishonestly, or with intent to commit mischief, breaks 
open or unfastens that receptacle, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY 
MARKS 


Making a false document. 


335. A person is said to make a false document or false electronic 
record— 


(A) Who dishonestly or fraudulently— 


(i) makes, signs, seals or executes a document or part of a 
document; 


(ii) makes or transmits any electronic record or part of any 
electronic record; 


(iii) affixes any electronic signature on any electronic record; 


(iv) makes any mark denoting the execution of a document 
or the authenticity of the electronic signature, 


with the intention of causing it to be believed that such document or 
part of document, electronic record or electronic signature was made, 
signed, sealed, executed, transmitted or affixed by or by the authority of a 
person by whom or by whose authority he knows that it was not made, 
signed, sealed, executed or affixed; or 


(B) Who without lawful authority, dishonestly or fraudulently, by 
cancellation or otherwise, alters a document or an electronic record in any 
material part thereof, after it has been made, executed or affixed with 
electronic signature either by himself or by any other person, whether such 
person be living or dead at the time of such alteration; or 


(C) Who dishonestly or fraudulently causes any person to sign, seal, 
execute or alter a document or an electronic record or to affix his electronic 
signature on any electronic record knowing that such person by reason of 
unsoundness of mind or intoxication cannot, or that by reason of deception 
practised upon him, he does not know the contents of the document or 
electronic record or the nature of the alteration. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A has a letter of credit upon B for rupees 10,000, written by Z. A, 
in order to defraud B, adds cipher to the 10,000, and makes the sum 
1,00,000 intending that it may be believed by B that Z so wrote the letter. 
A has committed forgery. 


(b) A, without Z’s authority, affixes Z’s seal to a document purporting 
to be a conveyance of an estate from Z to A, with the intention of selling 


the estate to B and thereby of obtaining from B the purchase-money. A has 
committed forgery. 


(c) A picks up a cheque on a banker signed by B, payable to bearer, 
but without any sum having been inserted in the cheque. A fraudulently 
fills up the cheque by inserting the sum of ten thousand rupees. A commits 
forgery. 


(d) A leaves with B, his agent, a cheque on a banker, signed by A, 
without inserting the sum payable and authorises B to fill up the cheque by 
inserting a sum not exceeding ten thousand rupees for the purpose of 
making certain payments. B fraudulently fills up the cheque by inserting 
the sum of twenty thousand rupees. B commits forgery. 


(e) A draws a bill of exchange on himself in the name of B without 
B’s authority, intending to discount it as a genuine bill with a banker and 
intending to take up the bill on its maturity. Here, as A draws the bill with 
intent to deceive the banker by leading him to suppose that he had the 
security of B, and thereby to discount the bill, A is guilty of forgery. 


(f) Z’s will contains these words—“I direct that all my remaining 
property be equally divided between A, B and C”. A dishonestly scratches 
out B’s name, intending that it may be believed that the whole was left to 
himself and C. A has committed forgery. 


(g) A endorses a Government promissory note and makes it payable 
to Z or his order by writing on the bill the words “Pay to Z or his order” and 
signing the endorsement. B dishonestly erases the words “Pay to Z or his 
order”, and thereby converts the special endorsement into a blank 
endorsement. B commits forgery. 


(h) A sells and conveys an estate to Z. A afterwards, in order to 
defraud Z of his estate, executes a conveyance of the same estate to B, 
dated six months earlier than the date of the conveyance to Z, intending it 
to be believed that he had conveyed the estate to B before he conveyed it 
to Z. A has committed forgery. 


(i) Z dictates his will to A. A intentionally writes down a different 
legatee from the legatee named by Z, and by representing to Z that he has 
prepared the will according to his instructions, induces Z to sign the will. A 
has committed forgery. 


(j) A writes a letter and signs it with B’s name without B’s authority, 
certifying that A is a man of good character and in distressed circumstances 
from unforeseen misfortune, intending by means of such letter to obtain 
alms from Z and other persons. Here, as A made a false document in order 
to induce Z to part with property, A has committed forgery. 


(k) A without B’s authority writes a letter and signs it in B’s name 
certifying to A’s character, intending thereby to obtain employment under 
Z. A has committed forgery in as much as he intended to deceive Z by the 
forged certificate, and thereby to induce Z to enter into an express or 
implied contract for service. 


Explanation 1.—A man’s signature of his own name may amount to 
forgery. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A signs his own name to a bill of exchange, intending that it may 
be believed that the bill was drawn by another person of the same name. 
A has committed forgery. 


(b) A writes the word “accepted” on a piece of paper and signs it with 
Z's name, in order that B may afterwards write on the paper a bill of 
exchange drawn by B upon Z, and negotiate the bill as though it had been 
accepted by Z. A is guilty of forgery; and if B, knowing the fact, draws the 
bill upon the paper pursuant to A’s intention, B is also guilty of forgery. 


(c) A picks up a bill of exchange payable to the order of a different 
person of the same name. A endorses the bill in his own name, intending 
to cause it to be believed that it was endorsed by the person to whose order 
it was payable; here A has committed forgery. 


(d) A purchases an estate sold under execution of a decree against 
B. B, after the seizure of the estate, in collusion with Z, executes a lease of 
the estate, to Z at a nominal rent and for a long period and dates the lease 
six months prior to the seizure, with intent to defraud A, and to cause it to 
be believed that the lease was granted before the seizure. B, though he 
executes the lease in his own name, commits forgery by antedating it. 


(e) A, a trader, in anticipation of insolvency, lodges effects with B for 
A's benefit, and with intent to defraud his creditors; and in order to give a 
colour to the transaction, writes a promissory note binding himself to pay 
to B a sum for value received, and antedates the note, intending that it 
may be believed to have been made before A was on the point of 
insolvency. A has committed forgery under the first head of the definition. 


Explanation 2.—The making of a false document in the name of a 
fictitious person, intending it to be believed that the document was made 
by a real person, or in the name of a deceased person, intending it to be 
believed that the document was made by the person in his lifetime, may 
amount to forgery. 


Illustration. 


A draws a bill of exchange upon a fictitious person, and fraudulently 
accepts the bill in the name of such fictitious person with intent to negotiate 
it. A commits forgery. 


Explanation 3.—For the purposes of this section, the expression 
“affixing electronic signature” shall have the meaning assigned to it in 
clause (d) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Information Technology 
Act, 2000. 


Forgery. 


336. (1) Whoever makes any false document or false electronic 
record or part of a document or electronic record, with intent to cause 
damage or injury, to the public or to any person, or to support any claim 
or title, or to cause any person to part with property, or to enter into any 
express or implied contract, or with intent to commit fraud or that fraud 
may be committed, commits forgery. 


(2) Whoever commits forgery shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits forgery, intending that the document or 
electronic record forged shall be used for the purpose of cheating, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever commits forgery, intending that the document or 
electronic record forged shall harm the reputation of any party, or knowing 
that it is likely to be used for that purpose, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Forgery of record of Court or of public register, etc. 


337. Whoever forges a document or an electronic record, purporting 
to be a record or proceeding of or in a Court or an identity document issued 
by Government including voter identity card or Aadhaar Card, or a register 
of birth, marriage or burial, or a register kept by a public servant as such, 
or a certificate or document purporting to be made by a public servant in 
his official capacity, or an authority to institute or defend a suit, or to take 
any proceedings therein, or to confess judgment, or a power of attorney, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section, “register” includes any 
list, data or record of any entries maintained in the electronic form as 


defined in clause (r) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000. 


Forgery of valuable security, will, etc. 


338. Whoever forges a document which purports to be a valuable 
security or a will, or an authority to adopt a son, or which purports to give 
authority to any person to make or transfer any valuable security, or to 
receive the principal, interest or dividends thereon, or to receive or deliver 
any money, movable property, or valuable security, or any document 
purporting to be an acquittance or receipt acknowledging the payment of 
money, or an acquittance or receipt for the delivery of any movable 
property or valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, 
or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Having possession of document described in section 337 or section 
338, knowing it to be forged and intending to use it as genuine. 


339. Whoever has in his possession any document or electronic 
record, Knowing the same to be forged and intending that the same shall 
fraudulently or dishonestly be used as genuine, shall, if the document or 
electronic record is one of the description mentioned in section 337 of this 
Sanhita, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if the 
document is one of the description mentioned in section 338, shall be 
punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description, for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Forged document or electronic record and using it as genuine. 


340. (1) A false document or electronic record made wholly or in part 
by forgery is designated a forged document or electronic record. 


(2) Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as genuine any 
document or electronic record which he knows or has reason to believe to 
be a forged document or electronic record, shall be punished in the same 
manner as if he had forged such document or electronic record. 


Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to commit 
forgery punishable under section 338. 


341. (1) Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other 
instrument for making an impression, intending that the same shall be used 


for the purpose of committing any forgery which would be punishable under 
section 338 of this Sanhita, or, with such intent, has in his possession any 
such seal, plate or other instrument, Knowing the same to be counterfeit, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other 
instrument for making an impression, intending that the same shall be used 
for the purpose of committing any forgery which would be punishable under 
any section of this Chapter other than section 338, or, with such intent, has 
in his possession any such seal, plate or other instrument, knowing the 
same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever possesses any seal, plate or other instrument knowing 
the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as genuine any seal, 
plate or other instrument Knowing or having reason to believe the same to 
be counterfeit, shall be punished in the same manner as if he had made or 
counterfeited such seal, plate or other instrument. 


Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating documents 
described in section 338, or possessing counterfeit marked 
material. 


342.(1) Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any 
material, any device or mark used for the purpose of authenticating any 
document described in section 338, intending that such device or mark shall 
be used for the purpose of giving the appearance of authenticity to any 
document then forged or thereafter to be forged on such material, or who, 
with such intent, has in his possession any material upon or in the 
substance of which any such device or mark has been counterfeited, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any material, 
any device or mark used for the purpose of authenticating any document 
or electronic record other than the documents described in section 338, 
intending that such device or mark shall be used for the purpose of giving 
the appearance of authenticity to any document then forged or thereafter 
to be forged on such material, or who with such intent, has in his possession 


any material upon or in the substance of which any such device or mark 
has been counterfeited, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Fraudulent cancellation, destruction, etc., of will, authority to 
adopt, or valuable security 


343. Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent to cause 
damage or injury to the public or to any person, cancels, destroys or 
defaces, or attempts to cancel, destroy or deface, or secretes or attempts 
to secrete any document which is or purports to be a will, or an authority 
to adopt a son, or any valuable security, or commits mischief in respect of 
such document, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Falsification of accounts. 


344. Whoever, being a clerk, officer or servant, or employed or acting 
in the capacity of a clerk, officer or servant, wilfully, and with intent to 
defraud, destroys, alters, mutilates or falsifies any book, electronic record, 
paper, writing, valuable security or account which belongs to or is in the 
possession of his employer, or has been received by him for or on behalf of 
his employer, or wilfully, and with intent to defraud, makes or abets the 
making of any false entry in, or omits or alters or abets the omission or 
alteration of any material particular from or in, any such book, electronic 
record, paper, writing, valuable security or account, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation. —It shall be sufficient in any charge under this section to 
allege a general intent to defraud without naming any particular person 
intended to be defrauded or specifying any particular sum of money 
intended to be the subject of the fraud, or any particular day on which the 
offence was committed. 


Of property marks 
Property mark. 


345. (1) A mark used for denoting that movable property belongs to 
a particular person is called a property mark. 


(2) Whoever marks any movable property or goods or any case, 
package or other receptacle containing movable property or goods, or uses 
any case, package or other receptacle having any mark thereon, in a 
manner reasonably calculated to cause it to be believed that the property 


or goods so marked, or any property or goods contained in any such 
receptacle so marked, belong to a person to whom they do not belong, is 
said to use a false property mark. 


(3) Whoever uses any false property mark shall, unless he proves 
that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Tampering with property mark with intent to cause injury. 


346. Whoever removes, destroys, defaces or adds to any property 
mark, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause injury 
to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Counterfeiting a property mark. 


347.(1) Whoever counterfeits any property mark used by any other 
person shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever counterfeits any property mark used by a public servant, 
or any mark used by a public servant to denote that any property has been 
manufactured by a particular person or at a particular time or place, or that 
the property is of a particular quality or has passed through a particular 
office, or that it is entitled to any exemption, or uses as genuine any such 
mark knowing the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Making or possession of any instrument for counterfeiting a 
property mark. 


348. Whoever makes or has in his possession any dye, plate or other 
instrument for the purpose of counterfeiting a property mark, or has in his 
possession a property mark for the purpose of denoting that any goods 
belong to a person to whom they do not belong, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Selling goods marked with a counterfeit property mark. 


349. Whoever sells, or exposes, or has in possession for sale, any 
goods or things with a counterfeit property mark affixed to or impressed 
upon the same or to or upon any case, package or other receptacle in which 
such goods are contained, shall, unless he proves— 


(a) that, having taken all reasonable precautions against committing 
an offence against this section, he had at the time of the commission of the 
alleged offence no reason to suspect the genuineness of the mark; and 


(b) that, on demand made by or on behalf of the prosecutor, he gave 
all the information in his power with respect to the persons from whom he 
obtained such goods or things; or 


(c) that otherwise he had acted innocently, 


be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Making a false mark upon any receptacle containing goods. 


350. (1) Whoever makes any false mark upon any case, package or 
other receptacle containing goods, in a manner reasonably calculated to 
Cause any public servant or any other person to believe that such receptacle 
contains goods which it does not contain or that it does not contain goods 
which it does contain, or that the goods contained in such receptacle are of 
a nature or quality different from the real nature or quality thereof, shall, 
unless he proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever makes use of any false mark in any manner prohibited 
under sub-section (1) shall, unless he proves that he acted without intent 
to defraud, be punished as if he had committed the offence under sub- 
section (1). 


CHAPTER XIX 


OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULT, ANNOYANCE, 
DEFAMATION, ETC. 


Criminal intimidation. 


351. (1) Whoever threatens another by any means, with any injury 
to his person, reputation or property, or to the person or reputation of any 
one in whom that person is interested, with intent to cause alarm to that 
person, or to cause that person to do any act which he is not legally bound 
to do, or to omit to do any act which that person is legally entitled to do, 
as the means of avoiding the execution of such threat, commits criminal 
intimidation. 


Explanation.—A threat to injure the reputation of any deceased person in 
whom the person threatened is interested, is within this section. 


Illustration. 


A, for the purpose of inducing B to resist from prosecuting a civil Suit, 
threatens to burn B’s house. A is guilty of criminal intimidation. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation by 
threatening to cause death or grievous hurt, or to cause the destruction of 
any property by fire, or to cause an offence punishable with death or 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to seven years, or to impute unchastity to a woman, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation by an 
anonymous communication, or having taken precaution to conceal the 
name or abode of the person from whom the threat comes, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, in addition to the punishment provided for the offence 
under sub-section (1). 


Intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of peace. 


352. Whoever intentionally insults in any manner, and thereby gives 
provocation to any person, intending or knowing it to be likely that such 
provocation will cause him to break the public peace, or to commit any 
other offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Statements conducing to public mischief. 


353. (1) Whoever makes, publishes or circulates any statement, 
false information, rumour, or report, including through electronic means— 


(a) with intent to cause, or which is likely to cause, any officer, 
soldier, sailor or airman in the Army, Navy or Air Force of India to 
mutiny or otherwise disregard or fail in his duty as such; or 


(b) with intent to cause, or which is likely to cause, fear or 
alarm to the public, or to any section of the public whereby any 
person may be induced to commit an offence against the State or 
against the public tranquillity; or 


(c) with intent to incite, or which is likely to incite, any class 
or community of persons to commit any offence against any other 
class or community, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or 
with fine, or with both 


(2) Whoever makes, publishes or circulates any statement or report 
containing false information, rumour or alarming news, including through 
electronic means, with intent to create or promote, or which is likely to 
create or promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, 
language, caste or community or any other ground whatsoever, feelings of 
enmity, hatred or ill will between different religious, racial, language or 
regional groups or castes or communities, shall be punished with 
imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (2) in any 
place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious 
worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment 
which may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Exception.—It does not amount to an offence, within the meaning of 
this section, when the person making, publishing or circulating any such 
statement, false information, rumor or report, has reasonable grounds for 
believing that such statement, false information, rumor or report is true 
and makes, publishes or circulates it in good faith and without any such 
intent as aforesaid. 


Act caused by inducing person to believe that he will be rendered 
an object of Divine displeasure. 


354. Whoever voluntarily causes or attempts to cause any person to 
do anything which that person is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do 
anything which he is legally entitled to do, by inducing or attempting to 
induce that person to believe that he or any person in whom he is interested 
will become or will be rendered by some act of the offender an object of 
Divine displeasure if he does not do the thing which it is the object of the 
offender to cause him to do, or if he does the thing which it is the object of 
the offender to cause him to omit, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A sits dharna at Z’s door with the intention of causing it to be 
believed that, by so sitting, he renders Z an object of Divine displeasure. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A threatens Z that, unless Z performs a certain act, A will kill one 
of A’s own children, under such circumstances that the killing would be 
believed to render Z an object of Divine displeasure. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


Misconduct in public by a drunken person. 


355. Whoever, in a state of intoxication, appears in any public place, 
or in any place which it is a trespass in him to enter, and there conducts 
himself in such a manner as to cause annoyance to any person, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to twenty- 
four hours, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with 
both or with community service. 


Of defamation 
Defamation 


356. (1) Whoever, by words either spoken or intended to be read, or 
by signs or by visible representations, makes or publishes in any manner, 
any imputation concerning any person intending to harm, or knowing or 
having reason to believe that such imputation will harm, the reputation of 
such person, is said, except in the cases hereinafter excepted, to defame 
that person. 


Explanation 1.—It may amount to defamation to impute anything to 
a deceased person, if the imputation would harm the reputation of that 
person if living, and is intended to be hurtful to the feelings of his family or 
other near relatives. 


Explanation 2.—It may amount to defamation to make an imputation 
concerning a company or an association or collection of persons as such. 


Explanation 3.—An imputation in the form of an alternative or 
expressed ironically, may amount to defamation. 


Explanation 4.—No imputation is said to harm a person’s reputation, 
unless that imputation directly or indirectly, in the estimation of others, 
lowers the moral or intellectual character of that person, or lowers the 
character of that person in respect of his caste or of his calling, or lowers 
the credit of that person, or causes it to be believed that the body of that 
person is in a loathsome state, or in a state generally considered as 
disgraceful. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Asays— “Z is an honest man; he never stole B’s watch”; intending 
to cause it to be believed that Z did steal B’s watch. This is defamation, 
unless it falls within one of the exceptions. 


(b) A is asked who stole B’s watch. A points to Z, intending to cause 
it to be believed that Z stole B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls 
within one of the exceptions. 


(c) A draws a picture of Z running away with B’s watch, intending it 
to be believed that Z stole B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls 
within one of the exceptions. 


Exception 1. —It is not defamation to impute anything which is true 
concerning any person, if it be for the public good that the imputation 
should be made or published. Whether or not it is for the public good is a 
question of fact. 


Exception 2. —It is not defamation to express in good faith any 
opinion whatever respecting the conduct of a public servant in the discharge 
of his public functions, or respecting his character, so far as his character 
appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Exception 3. —It is not defamation to express in good faith any 
opinion whatever respecting the conduct of any person touching any public 
question, and respecting his character, so far as his character appears in 
that conduct, and no further. 


Illustration. 


It is not defamation in A to express in good faith any opinion whatever 
respecting Z’s conduct in petitioning Government on a public question, in 
signing a requisition for a meeting on a public question, in presiding or 
attending at such meeting, in forming or joining any society which invites 
the public support, in voting or canvassing for a particular candidate for 
any situation in the efficient discharge of the duties of which the public is 
interested. 


Exception 4.-It is not defamation to publish substantially true report 
of the proceedings of a Court, or of the result of any such proceedings. 


Explanation.—A Magistrate or other officer holding an inquiry in open 
Court preliminary to a trial in a Court, is a Court within the meaning of the 
above section. 


Exception 5.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any 
opinion whatever respecting the merits of any case, civil or criminal, which 
has been decided by a Court, or respecting the conduct of any person as a 
party, witness or agent, in any such case, or respecting the character of 
such person, as far as his character appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A says—“I think Z’s evidence on that trial is so contradictory that 
he must be stupid or dishonest”. A is within this exception if he says this in 
good faith, in as much as the opinion which he expresses respects Z’s 
character as it appears in Z’s conduct as a witness, and no further. 


(b) But if A says—“I do not believe what Z asserted at that trial 
because I know him to be a man without veracity”; A is not within this 
exception, in as much as the opinion which expresses of Z’s character, is 
an opinion not founded on Z's conduct as a witness. 


Exception 6.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any opinion 
respecting the merits of any performance which its author has submitted 
to the judgment of the public, or respecting the character of the author so 
far as his character appears in such performance, and no further. 


Explanation.—A performance may be submitted to the judgment of the 
public expressly or by acts on the part of the author which imply such 
submission to the judgment of the public. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A person who publishes a book, submits that book to the 
judgment of the public. 


(b) A person who makes a speech in public, submits that speech to 
the judgment of the public. 


(c) An actor or singer who appears on a public stage, submits his 
acting or singing to the judgment of the public. 


(d) A says of a book published by Z—“Z’s book is foolish; Z must be 
a weak man. Z’s book is indecent; Z must be a man of impure mind”. A is 
within the exception, if he says this in good faith, in as much as the opinion 
which he expresses of Z respects Z’s character only so far as it appears in 
Z's book, and no further. 


(e) But if A says “I am not surprised that Z’s book is foolish and 
indecent, for he is a weak man and a libertine”. A is not within this 
exception, in as much as the opinion which he expresses of Z’s character is 
an opinion not founded on Z’s book. 


Exception 7.—It is not defamation in a person having over another 
any authority, either conferred by law or arising out of a lawful contract 
made with that other, to pass in good faith any censure on the conduct of 
that other in matters to which such lawful authority relates. 


Illustration. 


A Judge censuring in good faith the conduct of a witness, or of an officer of 
the Court; a head of a department censuring in good faith those who are 
under his orders, a parent censuring in good faith a child in the presence 
of other children; a school master, whose authority is derived from a 
parent, censuring in good faith a pupil in the presence of other pupils; a 
master censuring a servant in good faith for remissness in service; a banker 


censuring in good faith the cashier of his bank for the conduct of such 
cashier as such cashier are within this exception. 


Exception 8.—It is not defamation to prefer in good faith an accusation 
against any person to any of those who have lawful authority over that 
person with respect to the subject-matter of accusation. 


Illustration. 


If A in good faith accuses Z before a Magistrate; if A in good faith complains 
of the conduct of Z, a servant, to Z’s master; if A in good faith complains 
of the conduct of Z, a child, to Z’s father, A is within this exception. 


Exception 9.— It is not defamation to make an imputation on the character 
of another provided that the imputation be made in good faith for the 
protection of the interests of the person making it, or of any other person, 
or for the public good. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, a shopkeeper, says to B, who manages his business—“Sell 
nothing to Z unless he pays you ready money, for I have no opinion of his 
honesty”. A is within the exception, if he has made this imputation on Z in 
good faith for the protection of his own interests. 


(b) A, a Magistrate, in making a report to his own superior officer, 
casts an imputation on the character of Z. Here, if the imputation is made 
in good faith, and for the public good, A is within the exception. 


Exception 10.— It is not defamation to convey a caution, in good faith, to 
one person against another, provided that such caution be intended for the 
good of the person to whom it is conveyed, or of some person in whom that 
person is interested, or for the public good. 


(2) Whoever defames another shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
with both, or with community service. 


(3) Whoever prints or engraves any matter, knowing or having good 
reason to believe that such matter is defamatory of any person, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever sells or offers for sale any printed or engraved substance 
containing defamatory matter, knowing that it contains such matter, shall 
be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of 
helpless person 


Breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless 
person. 


357. Whoever, being bound by a lawful contract to attend on or to 
supply the wants of any person who, by reason of youth, or of unsoundness 
of mind, or of a disease or bodily weakness, is helpless or incapable of 
providing for his own safety or of supplying his own wants, voluntarily omits 
so to do, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER XX 
REPEAL AND SAVINGS 


Repeal and savings. 


358. (1) The Indian Penal Code is hereby repealed. 


(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Code referred to in sub-section 
(1), it shall not affect, — 


(a) the previous operation of the Code so repealed or anything 
duly done or suffered thereunder; or 


(b) any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, accrued 
or incurred under the Code so repealed; or 


(c) any penalty, or punishment incurred in respect of any 
offences committed against the Code so repealed; or 


(d) any investigation or remedy in respect of any such penalty, 
or punishment; or 


(e) any proceeding, investigation or remedy in respect of any 
such penalty or punishment as aforesaid, and any such proceeding 
or remedy may be instituted, continued or enforced, and any such 
penalty may be imposed as if that Code had not been repealed. 


(3) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken 
under the said Code shall be deemed to have been done or taken under the 
corresponding provisions of this Sanhita. 


(4) The mention of particular matters in sub-section (2) shall not be 
held to prejudice or affect the general application of section 6 of the General 
Clauses Act, 1897 with regard to the effect of the repeal. 


Note: For Reference only. 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 23rd February, 2024 


S.O. 850(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 1 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023), the Central Government hereby appoints the Ist day of July, 2024 as the 


date on which the provisions of the said Sanhita, except the provision of sub-section (2) of section 106, 
shall come into force. 


[F. No. 1/3/2023-Judicial Cell-I] 
SHRI PRAKASH, Jt. Secy. 


Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. guiness . 
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Che Gazette of India 


Ooh. -S1.er.-37.-24022024-252354 
CG-DL-E-24022024-252354 


TATATCT 
EXTRAORDINARY 


art 1—avs 3—3Y4-avs (ii) 
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii) 


oiferare & warfare 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 


a. 809] ae Perch, afrarz, wad 24, 2024/mTeTA 5, 1945 
No. 809] NEW DELHI, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2024/PHALGUNA 5, 1945 


Te AATAT 
aR 
we feecft, 23 wea, 2024 


HT.A. 848(H).—tralt AHI, Ads arti Arar Afeat, 2023 (2023 wr 46) Ft aver 1 FT 

STAT (3) AT Tat Mat FT ALT Hed SU, 1 Wats, 2024 al sa atta F wT F faa Hecht gz, Krvar 

oo aed & Sra, Tech aqrat F aredta ears afeat, 2023 Fr aver 106 Ft Saarer (2) 4 aeafaa 
wate  sraet fara, wae srr 

[cAT. 4. 1/3/2023 arate TaHTS-I] 

AT THIN, ART ATT 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 23rd February, 2024 


S.O. 848(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023), the Central Government hereby appoints the Ist day of July, 
2024 as the date on which the provisions of the said Sanhita, except the provisions of the entry relating to 
section 106(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, in the First Schedule, shall come into force. 


[F. No. 1/3/2023-Judicial Cell-T] 
SHRI PRAKASH, Jt. Secy. 


Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. so: ; 


VERMA 


ufsredt a. St.ver.- 33004/99 REGD. No. D. L.-33004/99 


Aitad 


Che Gazette of India 


Ooh. -S7. We. -37.-24022024-252352 
CG-DL-E-24022024-252352 


TATATCT 
EXTRAORDINARY 


ATT II—aus 3—JY-aves (ii) 
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii) 


oiferare & warfare 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 


a. 810] ae Perch, afrarz, wad 24, 2024/mTeTA 5, 1945 
No. 810] NEW DELHI, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2024/PHALGUNA 5, 1945 
Te AATAT 
we feet, 23 Hratt, 2024 


HTM. 849(H).— eats Acar, Aedes ares atatraH, 2023 (2023 er 47) Ft aren 1 Ft Saat 


(3) SRT Wad eat BT WANT Hed SU, 1 Aare, 2024 st sa arte F wa A faa Het &, reat oH 
ataray & Sasa TAT Se 


[r. a. 1/3/2023 -arata THTS-T] 
AT THIN, Aad APT 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 23rd February, 2024 


S.O. 849(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (47 of 2023), the Central Government hereby appoints the Ist day of July, 2024 
as the date on which the provisions of the said Adhiniyam, shall come into force. 


[F. No. 1/3/2023-Judicial Cell-T] 
SHRI PRAKASH, Jt. Secy. 


Uploaded by Dte. of er) at Government of India Press, ae Road, ed New Delhi-110064 


THE INDIAN PENAL CODE 


CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
PREAMBLE 
SECTIONS 
1. Title and extent of operation of the Code. 
2. Punishment of offences committed within India. 
3. Punishment of offences committed beyond, but which by law may be tried within, India. 
4. Extension of Code to extra-territorial offences. 
5. Certain laws not to be affected by this Act. 
CHAPTER II 
GENERAL EXPLANATIONS 


Definitions in the Code to be understood subject to exceptions. 


6 
7. Sense of expression once explained. 
8. Gender. 
9. Number. 
10. “Man”. “Woman”. 
11. “Person”. 
12. “Public”. 
13. [Omitted.] 
14. “Servant of Government”. 
15. [Repealed.] 
16. [Repealed.] 
17. “Government”. 
18. “India”. 
19. “Judge”. 
20. “Court of Justice”. 
21. “Public servant”. 
22. “Moveable property”. 
23. “Wrongful gain”. 
“Wrongful loss”. 
Gaining wrongfully/ Losing wrongfully. 
24. “Dishonestly”. 


25. “Fraudulently”. 

26. “Reason to believe”. 

27. Property in possession of wife, clerk or servant. 
28. “Counterfeit”. 

29. “Document”. 

29A. “Electronic record”. 

30. “Valuable security”. 


31. “A will”. 
32. Words referring to acts include illegal omissions. 
33. “Act”. 

“Omission”. 


34. Acts done by several persons in furtherance of common intention. 

35. When such an act is criminal by reason of its being done with a criminal knowledge or intention. 
36. Effect caused partly by act and partly by omission. 

37. Co-operation by doing one of several acts constituting an offence. 


SECTIONS 


38. Persons concerned in criminal act may be guilty of different offences. 
39. “Voluntarily”. 

40. “Offence”. 

41. “Special law”. 

42. “Local law”. 


43. “Tllegal’”. 
“Legally bound to do”. 
44. “Injury”. 
45. “Life”. 
46. “Death”. 
47. “Animal”. 
48. “Vessel”. 
49. “Year”. 
“Month”. 
50. “Section”. 
51. “Oath”. 


52. “Good faith. 
52A. “Harbour . 


CHAPTER III 
OF PUNISHMENTS 


53. Punishments. 

53A. Construction of reference to transportation. 

54. Commutation of sentence of death. 

55. Commutation of sentence of imprisonment for life. 

55A. Definition of "appropriate Government". 

56. [Repealed.] 

57. Fractions of terms of punishment. 

58. [Repealed.] 

59. [Repealed] 

60. Sentence may be (in certain cases of imprisonment) wholly or partly rigorous of simple. 

61. [Repealed.] 

62. [Repealed.] 

63. Amount of fine. 

64. Sentence of imprisonment for non-payment of fine. 

65. Limit to imprisonment for non-payment of fine, when imprisonment and fine awardable. 

66. Description of imprisonment for non-payment of fine. 

67. Imprisonment for non-payment of fine, when offence punishable with fine only. 

68. Imprisonment to terminate on payment of fine. 

69. Termination of imprisonment on payment of proportional part of fine. 

70. Fine leviable within six years, of during imprisonment. Death not to discharge property from liability. 

71. Limit of punishment of offence made up of several offences. 

72. Punishment of person guilty of one of several offences, the judgment stating that is doubtful of which. 

73. Solitary confinement. 

74. Limit of solitary confinement. 

75. Enhanced punishment for certain offences under Chapter XII or Chapter XVII after previous 
conviction. 


CHAPTER IV 
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


76. Act done by a person bound, or by mistake of fact believing himself bound, by law. 
77. Act of Judge when acting judicially. 

78. Act done pursuant to the judgment or order of Court. 

79. Act done by a person justified, or by mistake of fact believing himself justified, by law. 
80. Accident in doing a lawful act. 

81. Act likely to cause harm, but done without criminal intent, and to prevent other harm. 


SECTIONS 
82. Act of a child under seven years of age. 
83. Act of a child above seven and under twelve of immature understanding. 
84. Act of a person of unsound mind. 
85. Act of a person incapable of judgment by reason of intoxication caused against his will. 
86. Offence requiring a particular intent or knowledge committed by one who is intoxicated. 
87. Act not intended and not known to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt, done by consent. 
88. Act not intended to cause death, done by consent in good faith for person's benefit. 
89. Act done in good faith for benefit of child or insane person, by or by consent of guardian. 
Provisos. 
90. Consent known to be given under fear or misconception. 
Consent of insane person. 
Consent of child. 
91. Exclusion of acts which are offences independently of harm caused. 
92. Act done in good faith for benefit of a person without consent. 
Provisos. 
93. Communication made in good faith. 
94. Act to which a person is compelled by threats. 
95. Act causing slight harm. 
Of the Right of Private Defense 
96. Things done in private defence. 
97. Right of private defence of the body and of property. 
98. Right of private defence against the act of a person of unsound mind. etc. 
99. Acts against which there is no right of private defence. 
Extent to which the right may be exercised. 
100.When the right of private defence of the body extends to causing death. 
101.When such right extends to causing any harm other than death. 
102.Commencement and continuance of the right of private defence of the body. 
103.When the right of private defence of property extends to causing death. 
104.When such right extends to causing any harm other than death. 
105.Commencement and continuance of the right of private defence of property. 
106.Right of private defence against deadly assault when there is risk of harm to innocent person. 


CHAPTER V 
OF ABETMENT 


107.Abetment of a thing. 
108.Abettor. 
108A. Abetment in Indian of offences outside India. 
109.Punishment of a abetment if the act abetted is committed in consequence and when no express 
provision is made for its punishment. 
110.Punishment of abetment if person abetted does act with different intention from that of abettor. 
111.Liability of abettor when one act abetted and different act done. 
112.Abettor when liable to cumulative punishment for act abetted and for act done. 
113.Liability of abettor for an effect caused by the act abetted different from that intended by the abettor. 
114.Abettor present when offence is committed. 
115.Abetment of offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life.—if offence not committed. 
if act causing harm be done in consequence. 
116.Abetment of offence punishable with imprisonment.—if offence be not committed. 
if abettor or person abetted be a public servant whose duty it is to prevent offence. 
117.Abetting commission of offence by the public or by more than ten persons. 
118.Concealing design to commit offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life. 
If offence be committed; 
if offence be not committed. 
119.Public servant concealing design to commit offence which it is his duty to prevent. 
if offence be committed; 
if offence be punishable with death, etc. 
if offence be not committed. 
120.Concealing design to commit offence punishable with imprisonment. 
if offence be committed; 
if offence be not committed. 


CHAPTER VA 
CRIMINALCONSPIRACY 


120A. Definition of criminal conspiracy. 


SECTIONS 


120B. Punishment of criminal conspiracy. 


CHAPTER VI 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE 


121. Waging, or attempting to wage war, or abetting waging of war, against the Government of India. 
121A. Conspiracy to commit offences punishable by section 121. 

122. Collecting arms, etc., with intention of waging war against the Government of India. 

123. Concealing with intent to facilitate design to wage war. 

124. Assaulting President. Governor, etc., with intent to compel or restrain the exercise of any lawful power. 
124A. Sedition. 

125. Waging war against any Asiatic power in alliance with the Government of India. 

126. Committing depredation on territories of power at peace with the Government of India. 

127. Receiving property taken by war or depredation mentioned in sections 125 and 126. 

128. Public servant voluntarily allowing prisoner of State or war to escape. 

129. Public servant negligently suffering such prisoner to escape. 

130. Aiding escape of, rescuing or harbouring such prisoner. 


CHAPTER VII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY, NAVYAND AIR FORCE 


131. Abetting mutiny, or attempting to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman from his duty. 
132. Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is committed in consequence thereof. 

133. Abetment of assault by soldier, sailor or airman on his superior officer, when in execution of his office. 
134. Abetment of such assault, if the assault is committed. 

135. Abetment of desertion of soldier, sailor or airman. 

136. Harbouring deserter. 

137. Deserter concealed on board merchant vessel through negligence of master. 

138. Abetment of act of insubordination by soldier, sailor or airman. 

138A. [Repealed.] 

139. Persons subject to certain Acts. 

140. Wearing garb or carrying token used by soldier, sailor or airman. 


CHAPTER VIII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


141. Unlawful assembly. 

142. Being member of unlawful assembly. 

143. Punishment. 

144. Joining unlawful assembly armed with deadly weapon. 

145. Joining or continuing in unlawful assembly, knowing it has been commanded to disperse. 

146. Rioting. 

147. Punishment for rioting. 

148. Rioting, armed with deadly weapon. 

149. Every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common object. 

150. Hiring, or conniving at hiring, of persons to join unlawful assembly. 

151. Knowingly joining or continuing in assembly of five or more persons after it has been commanded to disperse. 

152. Assaulting or obstructing public servant when suppressing riot, etc. 

153. Wantonly giving provocation, with intent to cause riot— 
if rioting be committed; if not committed. 

153A. Promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence. 
language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony. 
Offence committed in place of worship, etc. 

153AA. Punishment for knowingly carrying arms in any procession or organizing, or holding or taking part in 
any mass drill or mass training with arms. 

153B. Imputation, assertions prejudicial to national-integration. 

154. Owner or occupier of land on which an unlawful assembly is held. 

155. Liability of person for whose benefit riot is committed. 

156. Liablility of agent of owner or occupier for whose benefit riot is committed. 

157. Harbouring persons hired for an unlawful assembly. 


SECTIONS 


158 
159 
160 


161 
166 


. Being hired to take part in an unlawful assembly or riot; or to go armed. 
. Affray. 
. Punishment for committing affray. 


CHAPTER IX 
OF OFFENCESBY OR RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 


.to 165A. [Repealed.] 
. Public servant disobeying law, with intent to cause injury to any person. 


166A. Public servant disobeying direction under law. 
166B. Punishment for non-treatment of victim. 


167 
168 
169 
170 
171 


. Public servant framing an incorrect document with intent to cause injury. 

. Public servant unlawfully engaging in trade. 

. Public servant unlawfully buying or bidding for property. 

. Personating a public servant. 

. Wearing garb or carrying token used by public servant with fraudulent intent. 


CHAPTER IXA 
OF OFFENCESRELATING TO ELECTIONS 


171A. “Candidate”, “Electoral right” defined. 


171 


B. Bribery. 


171C. Undue influence at elections. 


171 


D.Personation at elections. 


171E. Punishment for bribery. 
171F. Punishment for undue influence or personation at an election. 


171 


G.False statement in connection with an election. 


171H. Ilegal payments in connection with an election. 


171 


172 
173 
174 


-I. Failure to keep election accounts. 


CHAPTER X 
OF CONTEMPTS OF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC SERVANTS 
. Absconding to avoid service of summons of other proceeding. 
. Preventing service of summons or other proceeding, or preventing publication thereof. 
. Non-attendance in obedience to an order from public servant. 


174A. Non-appearance in response to a proclamation under section 82 of Act 2 of 1974. 


175 
176 
177 


178. 
179. 
180. 


181 


182. 
183. 
184. 
185. 
186. 
187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 


191 


192. 
193. 
194. 


. Omission to produce document to public servant by person legally bound to produce it. 

. Omission to give notice or information to public servant by person legally bound to give it. 

. Furnishing false information. 

Refusing oath or affirmation when duly required by public servant to make it. 

Refusing to answer public servant authorised to question. 

Refusing to sign statement. 

. False statement on oath or affirmation to public servant or person authorised to administer an oath or 
affirmation. 

False information, with intent to cause public servant to use his lawful power to the injury of another person. 
Resistance to the taking of property by the lawful authority of a public servant. 

Obstructing sale of property offered for sale by authority of public servant. 

Illegal purchase or bid for property offered for sale by authority of public servant. 

Obstructing public servant in discharge of public functions. 

Omission to assist public servant when bound by law to give assistance. 

Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant. 

Threat of injury to public servant. 

Threat of injury to induce person to refrain from applying for protection to public servant. 


CHAPTER XI 
OF FLSEEVIDENCE AND OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE 


. Giving false evidence. 

Fabricating false evidence. 

Punishment for false evidence. 

Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure conviction of capital offence. 
if innocent person be thereby convicted and executed. 


SECTIONS 


195. Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure conviction of offence punishable with imprisonment for life 
or imprisonment. 
195A. Threatening any person to give false evidence. 
196. Using evidence known to be false. 
197. Issuing or signing false certificate. 
198. Using as true a certificate known to be false. 
199. False statement made in declaration which is by law receivable as evidence. 
200. Using as true such declaration knowing it to be false. 
201. Causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false information, to screen offender— 
if a capital offence; 
if punishable with imprisonment for life; 
if punishable with less than ten Years' imprisonment. 
202. Intentional omission to give information of offence by person bound to inform. 
203. Giving false information respecting an offence committed. 
204. Destruction of document to prevent its production as evidence. 
205. False personation for purpose of act or proceeding in suit or prosecution. 
206. Fraudulent removal or concealment of property to prevent its seizure as forfeited or in execution. 
207. Fraudulent claim to property to prevent its seizure as forfeited or in execution. 
208. Fraudulently suffering decree for sum not due. 
209. Dishonestly making false claim in Court. 
210. Fraudulently obtaining decree for sum not due. 
211. False charge of offence made with intent to injure. 
212. Harbouring offender.— 
if a capital offence; 
if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment. 
213. Taking gift, etc., to screen an offender from punishment.— 
if a capital offence; 
if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment. 
214. Offering gift or restoration of property in consideration of screening offender- 
if a capital offence; 
if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment. 
215. Taking gift to help to recover stolen property, etc. 
216. Harbouring offender who has escaped from custody of whose apprehension has been ordered - 
if a capital offence; 
if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment. 
216A. Penalty for harbouring robbers or dacoits. 
216B. [Repealed.] 
217. Public servant disobeying direction of law with intent to save person from punishment or property from forfeiture. 
218. Public servant framing incorrect record or writing with intent to save person from punishment or property from 
forfeiture. 
219. Public servant in judicial proceeding corruptly making report, etc., contrary to law. 
220. Commitment for trial or confinement by person having authority who knows that he is acting contrary to law. 
221. Intentional omission to apprehend on the part of public servant bound to apprehend. 
222. Intentional omission to apprehend on the part of public servant bound to apprehend person under sentence or lawfully 


committed. 
223. Escape from confinement or custody negligently suffered by public servant. 
224. Resistance or obstruction by a person to his lawful apprehension. 
225. Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension of another person. 
225A. Omission to apprehend, or sufferance of escape, on part of public servant, in cases not otherwise, provided for. 
225B. Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension, or escape or rescue in cases not otherwise provided for. 
226. [Repealed.] 
227. Violation of condition of remission of punishment. 
228. Intentional insult or interruption to public servant sitting in judicial proceeding. 
228A. Disclosure of identity of the victim of certain offences, etc. 
229. Personation of a juror or assessor. 
229A. Failure by person released on bail or bond to appear in Court. 


CHAPTER XII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO COIN AND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


SECTIONS 


230 


231. 
232. 
233. 
234. 
235. 


236. 
237. 
238. 
239. 
240. 


241 


242. 
243. 
244. 
245. 
246. 
247. 
248. 
249. 
250. 
251. 
252. 
253. 
254. 
253. 
256. 
257. 
258. 
259. 
260. 
261. 


262. 
263. 


. “Coin” defined. 

Indian coin. 

Counterfeiting coin. 

Counterfeiting Indian coin. 

Making or selling instrument for counterfeiting coin. 

Making or selling instrument for counterfeiting Indian coin. 

Possession of instrument or material for the purpose of using the same for counterfeiting coin: 

if Indian coin. 

Abetting in India the counterfeiting out of India of coin. 

Import or export of counterfeit coin. 

Import or export of counterfeits of the Indian coin. 

Delivery of coin, possessed with knowledge that it is counterfeit. 

Delivery of Indian coin, possessed with knowledge that it is counterfeit. 

. Delivery of coin as genuine, which, when first possessed, the deliverer did not know to be counterfeit. 
Possession of counterfeit coin by person who knew it to be counterfeit when he became possessed thereof. 
Possession of Indian coin by person who knew it to be counterfeit when he became possessed thereof. 
Person employed in mint causing coin to be of different weight or composition from that fixed by law. 
Unlawfully taking coining instrument from mint. 

Fraudulently or dishonestly diminishing weight or altering composition of coin. 

Fraudulently or dishonestly diminishing weight or altering composition of Indian coin. 

Altering appearance of coin with intent that it shall pass as coin of different description. 

Altering appearance of Indian coin with intent that it shall pass as coin of different description. 
Delivery of coin, possessed with knowledge that it is altered. 

Delivery of Indian coin, possessed with knowledge that it is altered. 

Possession of coin by person who knew it to be altered when he became possessed thereof. 
Possession of Indian coin by person who knew it to be altered when he became possessed thereof. 
Delivery of coin as genuine which, when first possessed, the deliverer did not know to be altered. 
Counterfeiting Government stamp. 

Having possession of instrument or material for counterfeiting Government stamp. 

Making or selling instrument for counterfeiting Government stamp. 

Sale of counterfeit Government stamp. 

Having possession of counterfeit Government stamp. 

Using as genuine a Government stamp known to be counterfeit. 

Effacing writing from substance bearing Government stamp, or removing from document a stamp used for it, 
with intent to cause loss to Government. 

Using Government stamp known to have been before used. 

Erasure of mark denoting that stamp has been used. 


263A. Prohibition of fictitious stamps. 


264. 
265. 
266. 
267. 


268. 
269. 
270. 


271 


272. 
273. 
274. 


CHAPTER XII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 


Fraudulent use of false instrument for weighing. 
Fraudulent use of false weight or measure. 
Being In possession of false weight or measure. 
Making or selling false weight or measure. 


CHAPTER XIV 
OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, CONVENIENCE, 
DECENCYAND MORALS 


Public nuisance. 

Negligent act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life. 
Malignant act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life. 
. Disobedience to quarantine rule. 

Adulteration of food or drink intended for sale. 

Sale of noxious food or drink. 

Adulteration of drugs. 


SECTIONS 


275. Sale of adulterated drugs. 

276. Sale of drug as a different drug or preparation. 

277. Fouling water of public spring or reservoir. 

278. Making atmosphere noxious to health. 

279. Rash driving or riding on a public way. 

280. Rash navigation of vessel. 

281. Exhibition of false light, mark or buoy. 

282. Conveying person by water for hire in unsafe or overloaded vessel. 
283. Danger or obstruction in public way or line of navigation. 

284. Negligent conduct with respect to poisonous substance. 

285. Negligent conduct with respect to fire or combustible matter. 

286. Negligent conduct with respect to explosive substance. 

287. Negligent conduct with respect to machinery. 

288. Negligent conduct with respect to pulling down or repairing buildings. 
289. Negligent conduct with respect to animal. 

290. Punishment for public nuisance in cases not otherwise provided for. 
291. Continuance of nuisance after injunction to discontinue. 

292. Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc. 

293. Sale, etc., of obscene objects to young person. 

294. Obscene acts and songs. 

294A. Keeping lottery office. 


CHAPTER XV 
OF OFFENCESRELATING TO RELIGION 


295. Injuring or defiling place of work ship, with intent to insult the religion of any class. 

295A. Deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by insulting its 
religion or religious beliefs. 

296. Disturbing religious assembly. 

297. Trespassing on burial places, etc. 

298. Uttering words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound the religious feelings. 


CHAPTER XVI 
OF OFFENCES AFFECTINGTHE HUMAN BODY 


Of offences affecting life 


299. Culpable homicide. 
300. Murder. 
When culpable homicide is not murder. 
301. Culpable homicide by causing death of person other than person whose death was intended. 
302. Punishment for murder. 
303. Punishment for murder by life-convict. 
304. Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to murder. 
304A. Causing death by negligence. 
304B. Dowry death. 
305. Abetment of suicide of child or insane person. 
306. Abetment of suicide. 
307. Attempt to murder. 
Attempts by life-convicts. 
308. Attempt to commit culpable homicide. 
309. Attempt to commit suicide. 
310. Thug. 
311. Punishment. 


Of the causing of Miscarriage, of Injuries to unborn Children, of the Exposure of Infants, 
and of the concealment of Births 


312. Causing miscarriage. 
313. Causing miscarriage without woman's consent. 


SECTIONS 


314. Death caused by act done with intent to cause miscarriage. 
if act done without woman's consent. 
315. Act done with intent to prevent child being born alive or to cause it to die after birth. 
316. Causing death of quick unborn child by act amounting to culpable homicide. 
317. Exposure and abandonment of child under twelve years, by parent or person having care of it. 
318. Concealment of birth by secret disposal of dead body. 


Of Hurt 


319. Hurt. 

320. Grievous hurt. 

321. Voluntarily causing hurt. 

322. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt. 

323. Punishment for voluntarily causing hurt. 

324. Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means. 

325. Punishment for voluntarily causing grievous hurt. 

326. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means. 

326A. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc. 

326B. Voluntarily throwing or attempting to throw acid. 

327. Voluntarily causing hurt to extort property, or to constrain to an illegal act. 
328. Causing hurt by means of poison, etc., with intent to commit an offence. 

329. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to extort property, or to constrain to an illegal act. 
330. Voluntarily causing hurt to extort confession, or to compel restoration of property. 
331. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to extort confession, or to compel restoration of property. 
332. Voluntarily causing hurt to deter public servant from his duty. 

333. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to deter public servant from his duty. 

334. Voluntarily causing hurt on provocation. 

335. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt on provocation. 

336. Act endangering life or personal safety of others. 

337. Causing hurt by act endangering life or personal safety of others. 

338. Causing grievous hurt by act endangering life or personal safety of others. 


Of wrongful restraint and wrongful confinement 


339. Wrongful restraint. 

340. Wrongful confinement. 

341. Punishment for wrongful restraint. 

342. Punishment for wrongful confinement. 

343. Wrongful confinement for three or more days. 

344. Wrongful confinement for ten or more days. 

345. Wrongful confinement of person for whose liberation writ has been issued. 
346. Wrongful confinement in secret. 

347. Wrongful confinement to extort property, or constrain to illegal act. 

348. Wrongful confinement to extort confession, or compel restoration of property. 


Of Criminal Force and Assault 


349. Force. 

350. Criminal force. 

351. Assault. 

352. Punishment for assault or criminal force otherwise than on grave provocation. 
353. Assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty. 
354. Assault of criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty. 
354A. Sexual harassment and punishment for sexual harassment. 

354B. Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to disrobe. 

354C. Voveurism. 

354D. Stalking. 

355. Assault or criminal force with intent to dishonour person, otherwise than on grave provocation. 
356. Assault or criminal force in attempt to commit theft of property carried by a person. 
357. Assault or criminal force in attempt wrongfully to confine a person. 

358. Assault or criminal force on grave provocation. 


Of Kidnapping, Abduction, Slavery and Forced Labour 


359. Kidnapping. 


SECTIONS 


360. Kidnapping from India. 

361. Kidnapping from lawful guardianship. 

362. Abduction. 

363. Punishment for kidnapping. 

363A. Kidnapping or maiming a minor for purposes of begging. 

364. Kidnapping or abducting in order to murder. 

364A. Kidnapping for ransom, etc. 

365. Kidnapping or abducting with intent secretly and wrongfully to confine person. 
366. Kidnapping, abducting or inducing woman to compel her marriage, etc. 

366A. Procuration of minor girl. 

366B. Importation of girl from foreign country. 

367. Kidnapping or abducting in order to subject person to grievous hurt, slavery, etc. 
368. Wrongfully concealing or keeping in confinement, kidnapped or abducted person. 
369. Kidnapping or abducting child under ten years with intent to steal from its person. 
370. Trafficking of person. 

370A. Exploitation of a trafficked person. 

371. Habitual dealing in slaves. 

372. Selling minor for purposes of prostitution, etc. 

373. Buying minor for purposes of prostitution, etc. 

374. Unlawful compulsory labour. 


Sexual offences 


375. Rape. 

376. Punishment for rape. 

376A. Punishment for causing death or resulting in persistent vegetative state of victim. 
376B. Sexual intercourse by husband upon his wife during separation. 

376C. Sexual intercourse by a person in authority. 

376D. Gang rape. 

376E. Punishment for repeat offenders. 


Of Unnatural offences 


377. Unnatural offences. 


CHAPTER XVII 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY 
Of Theft 


378. Theft. 

379. Punishment for theft. 

380. Theft in dwelling house, etc. 

381. Theft by clerk or servant of property in possession of master. 

382. Theft after preparation made for causing death, hurt or restraint in order to the committing of the theft. 


Of Extortion 


383. Extortion. 

384. Punishment for extortion. 

385. Putting person in fear of injury in order to commit extortion. 

386. Extortion by putting a person in fear of death on grievous hurt. 

387. Putting person in fear of death or of grievous hurt, in order to commit extortion. 

388. Extortion by threat of accusation of an offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life, etc. 
389. Putting person in fear of accusation of offence, in order to commit extortion. 


Of Robbery and Dacoity 


390. Robbery. 
When theft is robbery. 
When extortion is robbery. 
391. Dacoity. 
392. Punishment for robbery. 
393. Attempt to commit robbery. 
394. Voluntarily causing hurt in committing robbery. 
395. Punishment for dacoity. 
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SECTIONS 


396. 
397. 
398. 
399. 
400. 
401. 
402. 


403. 
404. 


405. 
406. 
407. 
408. 
409. 


410. 
411. 
412. 
413. 
. Assisting in concealment of stolen property. 


414 


415. 
416. 
. Punishment for cheating. 
418. 
419. 
420. 


417 


421. 
422. 
423. 
424. 


425. 
426. 
427. 
428. 
429. 
430. 
. Mischief by injury to public road, bridge, river or channel. 
432. 
433. 
434. 
435. 


431 


436. 
437. 
438. 
439. 
440. 


Dacoity with murder. 

Robbery, or dacoity, with attempt to cause death or grievous hurt. 
Attempt to commit robbery or dacoity when armed with deadly weapon. 
Making preparation to commit dacoity. 

Punishment for belonging to gang of dacoits. 

Punishment for belonging to gang of thieves. 

Assembling for purpose of committing dacoity. 


Of Criminal Misappropriation of Property 


Dishonest misappropriation of property. 
Dishonest misappropriation of property possessed by deceased person at the time of his death. 


Of Criminal Breach of Trust 


Criminal breach of trust. 

Punishment for criminal breach of trust. 

Criminal breach of trust by carrier, etc. 

Criminal breach of trust by clerk or servant. 

Criminal breach of trust by public, servant. or by banker, merchant or agent. 


Of the Receiving of Stolen Property 


Stolen property. 

Dishonestly receiving stolen property. 

Dishonestly receiving property stolen in the commission of a dacoity. 
Habitually dealing in stolen property. 


Of Cheating 


Cheating. 
Cheating by personation. 


Cheating with knowledge that wrongful loss may ensue to person whose interest offender is bound to protect. 
Punishment for cheating by personation. 
Cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property. 


Of Fraudulent Deeds and Dispositions of Property 


Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property to prevent distribution among creditor. 
Dishonestly or fraudulently preventing debt being available for creditors. 

Dishonest or fraudulent execution of deed of transfer containing false statement of consideration. 
Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property. 


Of Mischief 


Mischief. 

Punishment for mischief. 

Mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty rupees. 

Mischief by killing or maiming animal of the value of ten rupees. 

Mischief by killing or maiming cattle, etc., of any value or any animal of the value of fifty rupees. 
Mischief by injury to works of irrigation or by wrongfully diverting water. 


Mischief by causing inundation or obstruction to public drainage attended with damage. 

Mischief by destroying, moving or rendering less useful a light-house or sea-mark. 

Mischief by destroying or moving, etc., a land-mark fixed by public authority. 

Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to cause damage to amount of one hundred or (in case of agricultural 
produce ) ten rupees. 

Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to destroy house, etc. 

Mischief with intent to destroy or make unsafe a decked vessel or one of twenty tons burden. 

Punishment for the mischief described in section 437 committed by fire or explosive substance. 

Punishment for intentionally running vessel agroun, or ashore with intent to commit theft, etc. 

Mischief committed after preparation made for causing death or hurt. 
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Of Criminal Trespass 


SECTIONS 


441. Criminal trespass. 

442. House-trespass. 

443. Lurking house-trespass. 

444. Lurking house-trespass by night. 

445. House-breaking. 

446. House-breaking by night. 

447. Punishment for criminal trespass. 

448. Punishment for house-trespass. 

449. House-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with death. 

450. House-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with imprisonment for life. 

451. House-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with imprisonment. 

452. House-trespass after preparation for hurt, assault or wrongful restraint. 

453. Punishment for lurking house-trespass or house-breaking. 

454. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking in order to commit offence punishable with imprisonment. 

455. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after preparation for hurt, assault or wrongful restraint. 

456. Punishment for lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night. 

457. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night in order to commit offence punishable with imprisonment. 

458. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night after preparation for hurt, assault, or wrongful restraint. 

459. Grievous hurt caused whilst committing lurking house-trespass or house-breaking. 

460. All persons jointly concerned in lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night punishable where death or grievous 
hurt caused by one of them. 

461. Dishonestly breaking open receptacle containing property. 

462. Punishment for same offence when committed by person entrusted with custody. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY MARKS 


463. Forgery. 

464. Making a false document. 

465. Punishment for forgery. 

466. Forgery of record of Court or of public register, etc. 

467. Forgery of valuable security, will, etc. 

468. Forgery for purpose of cheating. 

469. Forgery for purpose of harming reputation. 

470. Forged document. 

471. Using as genuine a forged document or electronic record. 

472. Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to commit forgery punishable under section 467. 

473. Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to commit forgery punishable otherwise. 

474. Having possession of document described in section 466 or 467, knowing it to be forged and intending to use it as 
genuine. 

475. Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating documents described in section 467, or possessing counterfeit 
marked material. 

476. Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating documents other than those described in section 467, or 
possessing counterfeit marked material. 

477. Fraudulent cancellation, destruction, etc., of will, authority to adopt, or valuable security. 

477A. Falsification of accounts. 


Of Property and Other Marks 


478. [Repealed.] 

479. Property mark. 

480. [Repealed.] 

481. Using a false property mark. 

482. Punishment for using a false property mark. 

483. Counterfeiting a property mark used by another. 

484. Counterfeiting a mark used by a public servant. 

485. Making or possession of any instrument for counterfeiting a property mark. 
486. Selling goods marked with a counterfeit property mark. 
487. Making a false mark upon any receptacle containing goods. 
488. Punishment for making use of any such false mark. 

489. Tampering with property mark with intent to cause injury. 
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Of Currency-Notes and Bank-Notes 


SECTIONS 


489A.Counterfeiting currency-notes or bank-notes. 

489B. Using as genuine, forged or counterfeit currency-notes or bank-notes. 

489C. Possession of forged or counterfeit currency notes or bank-notes. 

489D. Making or possessing instruments or materials for forging or counterfeiting currency-notes or bank-notes. 
489E. Making or using documents resembling currency-notes or bank-notes. 


CHAPTER XIX 
OF THE CRIMINAL BREACH OF CONTRACTS OF SERVICE 


490. [Repealed. ] 
491. Breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless person. 
492. [Repealed. ] 


CHAPTER XX 
OF OFFENCES RELATINGTO MARRIAGE 


493. Cohabitation caused by a man deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful marriage. 

494. Marrying again during life-time of husband or wife. 

495. Same offence with concealment of former marriage from person with whom subsequent marriage is contracted. 
496. Marriage ceremony fraudulently gone through without lawful marriage. 

497. Adultery. 

498. Enticing or taking away or detaining with criminal intent a married woman. 


CHAPTER XXA 
OF CRUELTY BY HUSBAND OR RELATIVES OF HUSBAND 


498A. Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty. 


CHAPTER XxI 
OF DEFAMATION 


499. Defamation. 
Imputation of truth which public good requires to be made or published. 
Public conduct of public servants. 
Conduct of any person touching any public question. 
Publication of reports of proceedings of Courts. 
Merits of case decided in Court or conduct of witnesses and others concerned. 
Merits of public performance. 
Censure passed in good faith by person having lawful authority over another. 
Accusation preferred in good faith to authorised person. 
Imputation made in good faith by person for protection of his or other's interests. 
Caution intended for good of person to whom conveyed or for public good. 
500. Punishment for defamation. 
501. Printing or engraving matter known to be defamatory. 
502. Sale of printed or engraved substance containing defamatory matter. 


CHAPTER XxII 
OR CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULTAND ANNOY ANCE 


503. Criminal intimidation. 

504. Intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of the peace. 

505. Statements conducing to public mischief. 
Statements creating or promoting enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes. 
Offence under sub-section (2) committed in place of worship, etc. 
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SECTIONS 


506. Punishment for criminal intimidation. 
If threat be to cause death or grievous hurt, etc. 
507. Criminal intimidation by an anonymous communication. 
508. Act caused by inducing person to believe that he will be rendered an object of the Divine displeasure. 
509. Word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman. 
510. Misconduct in public by a drunken person. 


CHAPTER XXIII 
OF ATTEMPTS OF COMMIT OFFENCES 


511. Punishment for attempting to commit offences punishable with imprisonment for life or other 
imprisonment. 
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THE INDIAN PENAL CODE 
ACT No. 45 OF 1860! 
[6th October, 1860.] 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


Preamble—WHEREAS it is expedient to provide a general Penal Code for *[India]; It is 
enacted as follows:— 


1. Title and extent of operation of the Code—tThis Act shall be called the Indian Penal Code, and 
shall *Textend to the whole of India “except the State of Jammu and Kashmir]]. 


2. Punishment of offences committed within India—Every person shall be liable to punishment 
under this Code and not otherwise for every act or omission contrary to the provisions thereof, of which 
he shall be guilty within *[India] °****. 


3. Punishment of offences committed beyond, but which by law may be tried within, India.— 
Any person liable, by any ‘[Indian law], to be tried for an offence committed beyond “[India] shall be 
dealt with according to the provisions of this Code for any act committed beyond “[India] in the same 
manner as if such act had been committed within *[India]. 


*[4. Extension of Code to extra-territorial offences—The provisions of this Code apply also to any 
offence committed by— 


'((1) any citizen of India in any place without and beyond India; 
(2) any person on any ship or aircraft registered in India wherever it may be. ] 


''((3) any person in any place without and beyond India committing offence targeting a computer 
resource located in India. ] 


[Explanation —In this section— 


(a) the word “offence” includes every act committed outside India which, if committed in 
India, would be punishable under this Code; 


1. The Indian Penal Code has been extended to Berar by the Berar Laws Act, 1941 (4 of 1941) and has been declared in force 
in— 
Sonthal Parganas, by the Sonthal Parganas Settlement Regulation 1872 (3 of 1872) s. 2; 
Panth Piploda, by the Panth Piploda Laws Regulation, 1929 (1 of 1929), s. 2 and the Sch.; 
Khondmals District, by the Khondmals Laws Regulation, 1936 (4 of 1936), s. 3 and the Sch; and 
Angul District, by the Angul Laws Regulation, 1936 (5 of 1936), s. 3 and the Sch. 
It has been declared under s. 3 (a) of the Scheduled Districts Act, 1874 (14 of 1874), to be in force in the following 
Scheduled Districts, namely: the United Provinces Tarai Districts, see Gazette of India, 1876, Pt. I, p. 505; the Districts of 
Hazaribagh, Lohardaga [now called the Ranchi District, see Calcutta Gazetta, 1899, Pt. I, p. 44] and Manbhum and 
Pargana Dhalbhum and the Kolhan in the District of Singhbum—-see Gazette of India, 1881, Pt. I, p. 504. 
It has been extended under s. 5 of the same Act to the Lushai Hills—see Gazette of India, 1898, Pt. II, p. 345. 
The Act has been extended to Goa, Daman and Diu by Reg. 12 of 1962, s. 3 and Sch; to Dadra and Nagar Haveli by Reg. 6 
of 1963, s. 2 and Sch. I.; to Pondicherry by Reg. 7 of 1963, s. 3 and Sch. I and to Lakshadweep by Reg. 8 of 1965, s. 3 and Sch. 
2. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A.O. 1948, the A.O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

3. The Original words have successively been amended by Act 12 of 1891, s. 2 and Sch. I, the A.O. 1937, the A.O. 1948 and the 
A.O. 1950 to read as above. 

4. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s.3 and the Sch., for “except Part B States”. 

5. The original words “the said territories” have successively been amended by the A.O. 1937, the A.O. 1948, the A.O 1950 and 
Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., to read as above. 

6. The words and figures “‘on or after the said first day of May, 1861” rep. by Act 12 of 1891, s. 2 and the First Sch. 

7. Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “law passed by the Governor General of India in Council”. 

8. The Original words “the limits of the said territories” have successively been amended by the A.O. 1937, the A.0.1948, 
the A.O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., to read as above. 

9. Subs. by Act 4 of 1898, s. 2, for section 4. 

10. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for cls. (1) to (4). 

11. Ins. by Act 10 of 2009, s. 51 (w.e.f. 27-10-2009). 

12. Subs. by s. 51, ibid., for the Explanation (w.e.f. 27-10-2009). 
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(b) the expression “computer resource” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (k) of 
sub-section (/) of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000);] 


'[Ilustration] 


Aenea A *Twho is ‘Ta citizen of India]], commits a murder in Uganda. He can be tried and convicted of 
of murder in any place in *[India] in which he may be found. 

6x * * * * 

7[5. Certain laws not to be affected by this Act—Nothing in this Act shall affect the provisions of 


any Act for punishing mutiny and desertion of officers, soldiers, sailors or airmen in the service of the 
Government of India or the provisions of any special or local law.] 


CHAPTER II 
GENERAL EXPLANATIONS 


6. Definitions in the Code to be understood subject to exceptions —Throughout this Code every 
definition of an offence, every penal provision, and every illustration of every such definition or penal 
provision, shall be understood subject to the exceptions contained in the Chapter entitled “General 
Exceptions”, though those exceptions are not repeated in such definition, penal provision, or i//ustration. 


Illustrations 


(a) The sections, in this Code, which contain definitions of offences, do not express that a child under seven years of age 
cannot commit such offences; but the definitions are to be understood subject to the general exception which provides that 
nothing shall be an offence which is done by a child under seven years of age. 


(b) A, a police-officer, without warrant, apprehends Z, who has committed murder. Here A is not guilty of the offence of 
wrongful confinement; for he was bound by law to apprehend Z, and therefore the case falls within the general exception which 
provides that “nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is bound by law to do it”. 


7. Sense of expression once explained.—Every expression which is explained in any part of this 
Code, is used in every part of this Code in conformity with the explanation. 


8. Gender.—The pronoun “he” and its derivatives are used of any person, whether male or female. 


9. Number.—Unless the contrary appears from the context, words importing the singular number 
include the plural number, and words importing the plural number include the singular number. 


10. “Man”. “Woman”.—The word “man” denotes a male human being of any age; the word 
“woman” denotes a female human being of any age. 


11. “Person”—The word “person” includes any Company or Association or body of persons, 
whether incorporated or not. 


12. “Public” —The word “public” includes any class of the public or any community. 


13. [Definition of “Queen”.| Omitted by the A. O. 1950. 


5[14. “Servant of Government”.—The words “servant of Government” denote any officer or servant 
servant continued, appointed or employed in India by or under the authority of Government. ] 


15. [Definition of “British India” .| Rep. by the A. O. 1937. 
16. [Definition of “Government of India”’.] Rep., ibid. 


. Subs. by Act 36 of 1957, s. 3 and Sch, II, for “llustrations” 

. The brackets and letter “(a)” omitted by s. 3 and the Second Sch., ibid. 

. Subs. by the A.O. 1948, for “a coolie, who is a Native Indian subject” 

. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for “a British subject of Indian domicile”. 

. The words “British India” have been successively amended by the A.O. 1948, the A.O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and 
the Sch., to read as above. 

6. Illustrations (b), (c) and (d) omitted by the A.O. 1950. 

7. Subs., ibid., for section 5. 

8. Subs., ibid., for section 14. 
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'117 “Government”.—The word “Government” denotes the Central Government or the Government 
ofa State. | 


*[18. “India” —“India” means the territory of India excluding the State of Jammu and Kashmir. ] 


19. “Judge”.—The word “Judge” denotes not only every person who is officially designated as a 
Judge, but also every person. 


who is empowered by law to give, in any legal proceeding, civil or criminal, a definitive judgment, or 
a judgment which, if not appealed against, would be definitive, or a judgment which, if confirmed by 
some other authority, would be definitive, or 


who is one of a body or persons, which body of persons is empowered by law to give such a 
judgment. 


Illustrations 
(a) A Collector exercising jurisdiction in a suit under Act 10 of 1859, is a Judge. 


(b) A Magistrate exercising jurisdiction in respect of a charge on which he has power to sentence to fine or imprisonment, 
with or without appear, is a Judge. 


(c) A member of a panchayat which has power, under “Regulation VII, 1816, of the Madras Code, to try and determine suits, 
suits, is a Judge. 


(d) A Magistrate exercising jurisdiction in respect of a charge on which he has power only to commit for trial to another 
Court, is not a Judge. 


20. “Court of Justice”.—The words “Court of Jutsice” denote a Judge who is empowered by law to 
act judicially alone, or a body of Judges which is empowered by law to act judicially as a body, when 
such Judge or body of Judges is acting judicially. 


Illustration 


A Panchayat acting under “Regulation VIL, 1816, of the Madras Code, having power to try and determine suits, is a Court of 
Justice. 


21. “Public servant”.—The words “public servant” denote a person falling under any of the 
descriptions hereinafter following, namely:— 


Sx * * * * 


Second.—Every Commissioned Officer in the Military, [Naval or Air] Forces ‘[**** of India]; 


*[Third—Every Judge including any person empowered by law to discharge, whether by himself or 
as a member of any body of persons, any adjudicatory functions; ] 


Fourth—Every officer of a Court of Justice '[(including a liquidator, receiver or commissioner)] 
whose duty it is, as such officer, to investigate or report on any matter of law or fact, or to make, 
authenticate, or keep any document, or to take charge or dispose of any property, or to execute any 
judicial process, or to administer any oath, or to interpret, or to preserve order in the Court, and every 
person specially authorised by a Court of Justice to perform any of such duties; 


Fifth—Every juryman, assessor, or member of a panchayat assisting a Court of Justice or public 
servant; 


1. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for section 17. 

2. The word and letter “Part A” omitted by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch. 

3. Subs. by s. 3 and the Sch., ibid., for s. 18 which was ins. by the A.O. 1950. The Original s. 18 was rep. by the A.O. 1937. 

4. Rep. by the Madras Civil Courts Act, 1873 (3 of 1873). 

5.Cl. First omitted by the A.O. 1950. 

6. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “or Naval”. 

7. The original words “of the Queen while serving under the Government of India, or any Government” have successively been 
amended by the A.O. 1937, the A.O. 1948 and the A.O. 1950 to read as above. 

8. The words “of the Dominion” omitted by the A.O. 1950. 

9. Subs. by Act 40 of 1964, s. 2, for cl. Third. 

10. Ins. by s. 2, ibid. 
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Sixth—Every arbitrator or other person to whom any cause or matter has been referred for decision 
or report by any Court of Justice, or by any other competent public authority; 


Seventh—kEvery person who holds any office by virtue of which he is empowered to place or keep 
any person in confinement; 


Eighth.—Every officer of '[the Government] whose duty it is, as such officer, to prevent offences, to 
give information of offences, to bring offenders to justice, or to protect the public health, safety or 
convenience; 


Ninth.—Every officer whose duty it is as such officer, to take, receive, keep or expend any property 
on behalf of '[the Government], or to make any survey, assessment or contract on behalf of '[the 
Government], or to execute any revenue-process, or to investigate, or to report, on any matter affecting 
the pecuniary interests of '[the Government], or to make, authenticate or keep any document relating to 
the pecuniary interests of '[the Government], or to prevent the infraction of any law for the protection of 
the pecuniary interests of '[the Government] *****; 


Tenth—Every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, receive, keep or expend any property, 
to make any survey or assessment or to levy any rate or tax for any secular common purpose of any 
village, town or district, or to make, authenticate or keep any document for the ascertaining of the rights 
of the people of any village, town or district; 


*[Eleventh.—Every person who holds any office in virtue of which he is empowered to prepare, 
publish, maintain or revise an electoral roll or to conduct an election or part of an election; ] 


“(Twelfth—Every person— 


(a) in the service or pay of the Government or remunerated by fees or commission for the 
performance of any public duty by the Government; 


(b) in the service or pay of a local authority, a corporation established by or under a Central, 
Provincial or State Act or a Government company as defined in section 617 of the Companies 
Act, 1956 (1 of 1956).] 


Illustration 
A Municipal Commissioner is a public servant. 


Explanation 1—FPersons falling under any of the above descriptions are public servants, whether 
appointed by the Government or not. 


Explanation 2.—Wherever the words “public servant” occur, they shall be understood of every 
person who is in actual possession of the situation of a public servant, whatever legal defect there may be 
in his right to hold that situation. 


*[Explanation 3.—The word “election” denotes an election for the purpose of selecting members of 
any legislative, municipal or other public authority, of whatever character, the method of selection to 
which is by, or under, any law prescribed as by election. ] 


Sx * * * * 


22. “Movable property”—The words “movable property” are intended to include corporeal 
property of every description, except land and things attached to the earth or permanently fastened to 
anything which is attached to the earth. 


23. “Wrongful gain” —“Wrongful gain” is gain by unlawful means of property to which the person 
gaining is not legally entitled. 


“Wrongful loss” —‘“Wrongful loss” is the loss by unlawful means of property to which the person 
losing it is legally entitled. 


1. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for “the Crown” which had been subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “Government”. 
2. Certain words omitted by Act 40 of 1964, s. 2. 

3. Ins. by Act 39 of 1920, s. 2. 

4. Subs. by Act 40 of 1964, s. 2, for Cl. Twelfth. 

5. Explanation 4 omitted by Act 39 of 1920, s. 2. 
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Gaining wrongfully/Losing wrongfully.—A person is said to gain wrongfully when such person 
retains wrongfully, as well as when such person acquires wrongfully. A person is said to lose wrongfully 
when such person is wrongfully kept out of any property, as well as when such person is wrongfully 
deprived of property. 


24. “Dishonestly”—Whoever does anything with the intention of causing wrongful gain to one 
person or wrongful loss to another person, is said to do that thing “dishonestly”’. 


25. “Fraudulently”.—A person is said to do a thing fraudulently if he does that thing with intent to 
defraud but not otherwise. 


26. “Reason to believe”.—A person is said to have “reason to believe” a thing, if he has sufficient 
cause to believe that thing but not otherwise. 


27. “Property in possession of wife, clerk or servant”—When property is in the possession of a 
person's wife, clerk or servant, on account of that person, it is in that person's possession within the 
meaning of this Code. 


Explanation.—A person employed temporarily or on a particular occasion in the capacity of a clerk 
or servant, is a clerk or servant within the meaning of this section. 


28. “Counterfeit” —A person is said to “counterfeit” who causes one thing to resemble another 
thing, intending by means of that resemblance to practise deception, or knowing it to be likely that 
deception will thereby be practised. 


'[Explanation 1 .—It is not essential to counterfeiting that the imitation should be exact. 


Explanation 2.—When a person causes one thing to resemble another thing, and the resemblance is 
such that a person might be deceived thereby, it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that the 
person so causing the one thing to resemble the other thing intended by means of that resemblance to 
practise deception or knew it to be likely that deception would thereby be practised. ] 


29. “Document”.—The word “document” denotes any matter expressed or described upon any 
substance by means of letters, figures or marks, or by more than one of those means, intended to be used, 
or which may be used, as evidence of that matter. 


Explanation 1].—It is immaterial by what means or upon what substance the letters, figures or marks 
are formed, or whether the evidence is intended for, or may be used in, a Court of Justice, or not. 


Illustrations 
A writing expressing the terms of a contract, which may be used as evidence of the contract, is a document. 
A cheque upon a banker is a document. 
A power-of-attorney is a document. 
A map or plan which is intended to be used or which may be used as evidence, is a document. 


A writing containing directions or instructions is a document. 


Explanation 2—Whatever is expressed by means of letters, figures or marks as explained by 
mercantile or other usage, shall be deemed to be expressed by such letters, figures or marks within the 
meaning of this section, although the same may not be actually expressed. 


Illustration 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange payable to his order. The meaning of the endorsement, as explained by 
mercantile usage, is that the bill is to be paid to the holder. The endorsement is a document, and must be construed in the same 
manner as if the words “pay to the holder” or words to that effect had been written over the signature. 


*[29A. “Electronic record”.—The words “electronic record” shall have the meaning assigned to 
them in clause (1) of sub-section (/) of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000).] 


30. “Valuable security”.—The words “valuable security” denote a document which is, or purports to 
be, a document whereby any legal right is created, extended, transferred, restricted, extinguished or 


1. Subs. by Act 1 of 1889, s. 9, for the Explanation. 
2. Ins. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch. (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
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released, or whereby any person acknowledges that he lies under legal liability, or has not a certain legal 
right. 


Illustration 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange. As the effect of this endorsement is to transfer the right to the bill to any 
person who may become the unlawful holder of it, the endorsement is a “valuable security”. 


31. “A will” —The words “a will” denote any testamentary document. 


32. Words referring to acts include illegal omissions.—In every part of this Code, except where a 
contrary intention appears from the context, words which refer to acts done extend also to illegal 
omissions. 


33. “Act”. “Omission”.—The word “act” denotes as well as series of acts as a single act: the word 
“omission” denotes as well a series of omissions as a single omission. 


1[34. Acts done by several persons in furtherance of common intention —When a criminal act is 
done by several persons in furtherance of the common intention of all, each of such persons is liable for 
that act in the same manner as if it were done by him alone. ] 


35. When such an act is criminal by reason of its being done with a criminal knowledge or 
intention.—Whenever an act, which is criminal only by reason of its being done with a criminal 
knowledge or intention, is done by several persons, each of such persons who joins in the act with such 
knowledge or intention is liable for the act in the same manner as if the act were done by him alone with 
that knowledge or intention. 


36. Effect caused partly by act and partly by omission —Wherever the causing of a certain effect, 
or an attempt to cause that effect, by an act or by an omission, is an offence, it is to be understood that the 
causing of that effect partly by an act and partly by an omission is the same offence. 


Illustration 


A intentionally causes Z's death, partly by illegally omitting to give Z food, and party by beating Z. A has committed 
murder. 


37. Co-operation by doing one of several acts constituting an offence When an offence is 
committed by means of several acts, whoever intentionally co-operates in the commission of that offence 
by doing any one of those acts, either singly or jointly with any other person, commits that offence. 


Illustrations 


(a) A and B agree to murder Z by severally and at different times giving him small doses of poison. A and B administer the 
poison according to the agreement with intent to murder Z. Z dies from the effects the several doses of poison so administered to 
him. Here A and B intentionally cooperate in the commission of murder and as each of them does an act by which the death is 
caused, they are both guilty of the offence though their acts are separate. 


(b) A and B are joint jailors, and as such have the charge of Z, a prisoner, alternatively for six hours at a time. A and B, 
intending to cause Z's death, knowingly co-operate in causing that effect by illegally omitting, each during the time of his 
attendance, to furnish Z with food supplied to them for that purpose. Z dies of hunger. Both A and B are guilty of the murder of 
Z. 


(c) A, a jailor, has the charge of Z, a prisoner. A, intending to cause Z's death, illegally omits to supply Z with food; in 
consequence of which Z is much reduced in strength, but the starvation is not sufficient to cause his death. A is dismissed from 
his office, and B succeeds him. B, without collusion or co-operation with A, illegally omits to supply Z with food, knowing that 
he is likely thereby to cause Z's death. Z dies of hunger. B is guilty of murder, but, as A did not co-operate with B. A is guilty 
only of an attempt to commit murder. 


38. Persons concerned in criminal act may be guilty of different offences—Where several 
persons are engaged or concerned in the commission of a criminal act, they may be guilty of different 
offences by means of that act. 


Illustration 


A attacks Z under such circumstances of grave provocation that his killing of Z would be only culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder. B, having ill-will towards Z and intending to kill him, and not having been subject to the provocation, 
assists A in killing Z. Here, though A and B are both engaged in causing Z's death, B is guilty of murder, and A is guilty only of 
culpable homicide. 


1. Subs. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 1, for s. 34. 
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39. “Voluntarily”.—A person is said to cause an effect “voluntarily” when he causes it by means 
whereby he intended to cause it, or by means which, at the time of employing those means, he knew or 
had reason to believe to be likely to cause it. 


Illustration 


A sets fire, by night, to an inhabited house in a large town, for the purpose of facilitating a robbery and thus causes the death 
of a person. Here, A may not have intended to cause death; and may even be sorry that death has been caused by his act; yet, if he 
knew that he was likely to cause death, he has caused death voluntarily. 


'[40. “Offence”.—Except in the *[Chapters] and sections mentioned in clauses 2 and 3 of this section, 
the word “offence” denotes a thing made punishable by this Code. 


In Chapter IV, *[Chapter VA] and in the following sections, namely, sections “[64, 65, 66, °[67], 71], 
109, 110, 112, 114, 115, 116, 117,°[118, 119 and 120] 187, 194, 195, 203, 211, 213, 214, 221, 222, 223, 
224, 225, 327, 328, 329, 330, 331, 347, 348, 388, 389 and 445, the word “offence” denotes a thing 
punishable under this Code, or under any special or local law as hereinafter defined. 


And in sections 141, 176, 177, 201, 202, 212, 216 and 441, the word “offence” has the same meaning 
when the thing punishable under the special or local law is punishable under such law with imprisonment 
for a term of six months or upwards, whether with or without fine. ] 


41. “Special law” —A “special law” is a law applicable to a particular subject. 
42. “Local law”. —A “local law” is a law applicable only to a particular part of ’[°***[India]]. 


43. “Illegal”. “Legally bound to do” —The word “illegal” is applicable to everything which is an 
offence or which is prohibited by law, or which furnishes ground for a civil action; and a person is said to 
be “legally bound to do” whatever it is illegal in him to omit. 


44. “Injury”.—The word “injury” denotes any harm whatever illegally caused to any person, in 
body, mind, reputation or property. 


45. “Life” —The word “life” denotes the life of a human being, unless the contrary appears from the 
context. 


46. “Death”.—The word “death” denotes the death of a human being unless the contrary appears 
from the context. 


47. “Animal” —The word “animal” denotes any living creature, other than a human being. 


48. “Vessel”. —The word “vessel” denotes anything made for the conveyance by water of human 
beings or of property. 


49. “Year”. “Month”.—Wherever the word “year” or the word “month” is used, it is to be 
understood that the year or the month is to be reckoned according to the British calendar. 


50. “Section”. —The word “section” denotes one of those portions of a Chapter of this Code which 
are distinguished by prefixed numeral figures. 


51. “Oath”.—The word “oath” includes a solemn affirmation substituted by law for an oath, and any 
declaration required or authorised by law to be made before a public servant or to be used for the purpose 
of proof, whether in a Court of Justice or not. 


52. “Good faith” —Nothing is said to be done or believed in “good faith” which is done or believed 
without due care and attention. 


. Subs. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 2, for section 40. 
. Subs. by Act 8 of 1930, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “Chapter”. 
. Ins. by Act 8 of 1913, s. 2. 
. Ins. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 1. 
. Ins. by Act 10 of 1886, s. 21 (J). 
. Ins. by Act 10 of 2009, s. 51 (w.e.f. 27-10-2009). 
. Subs. by the A.O. 1948, for “British India”. 
. The words “‘the territories comprised in” omitted by Act 48 of 1952, s. 3 and the Second Sch. 
. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “the States” which had been subs. by the A.O. 1950, for “the Provinces”. 
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'[52A. “Harbour”.—Except in section 157, and in section 130 in the case in which the harbour is 
given by the wife or husband of the person harboured, the word “harbour” includes the supplying a person 
with shelter, food, drink, money, clothes, arms, ammunition or means of conveyance, or the assisting a 
person by any means, whether of the same kind as those enumerated in this section or not, to evade 
apprehension. ] 


CHAPTER II 
OF PUNISHMENTS 


53. Punishments.—The punishments to which offenders are liable under the provisions of this Code 
are— 


First.—Death; 


*[ Secondly —Imprisonment for life;] 


3x * * * * 


Fourthly —Imprisonment, which is of two descriptions, namely:— 
() Rigorous, that is, with hard labour; 
(2) Simple; 

Fifthly—Forfeiture of property; 

Sixthly —Fine. 


4[53A. Construction of reference to transportation —(/) Subject to the provisions of 
sub-section (2) and sub-section (3), any reference to “transportation for life” in any other law for the time 
being in force or in any instrument or order having effect by virtue of any such law or of any enactment 
repealed shall be construed as a reference to “imprisonment for life”. 


(2) In every case in which a sentence of transportation for a term has been passed before the 
commencement of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, °[1955 (26 of 1955)], the offender 
shall be dealt with in the same manner as if sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for the same term. 


(3) Any reference to transportation for a term or to transportation for any shorter term (by whatever 
name called) in any other law for the time being in force shall be deemed to have been omitted. 


(4) Any reference to “transportation” in any other law for the time being in force shall,— 


(a) if the expression means transportation for life, be construed as a reference to imprisonment for 
life; 


(b) if the expression means transportation for any shorter term, be deemed to have been omitted. ] 


54. Commutation of sentence of death —In every case in which sentence of death shall have been 
passed, °[the appropriate Government] may, without the consent of the offender, commute the punishment 
punishment for any other punishment provided by this Code. 


55. Commutation of sentence of imprisonment for life—In every case in which sentence of 
’[imprisonment] for life shall have been passed, “[the appropriate Government] may, without the consent 


. Ins. by Act 8 of 1942, s. 2. 

. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “Secondly.—Transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

. Cl. Thirdly omitted by Act 17 of 1949, s. 2 (w.e.f. 6-4-1949). 

. Ins. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch. (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

. Subs. by Act 36 of 1957, s. 3 and the Second Sch., for “1954”. 

. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for “the Central Government or the Provincial Government of the Province within which the offender 
shall have been sentenced”. The words in italics were subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Government of India or the Government 
of the place”. 

7. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

8. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for “the Provincial Government of the Province within which the offender shall have been sentenced”. 

The words in italics were subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Government of India or the Government of the place”. 
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consent of the offender, commute the punishment for imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding fourteen years. 


[55A. Definition of “appropriate Government”—In sections fifty-four and fifty-five the 
expression “appropriate Government” means,— 


(a) in cases where the sentence is a sentence of death or is for an offence against any law relating 
to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends, the Central Government; and 


(b) in cases where the sentence (whether of death or not) is for an offence against any law relating 
to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends, the Government of the State within 
which the offender is sentenced. ] 


56. [Sentence of Europeans and Americans to penal servitude. Proviso as to sentence for term 
exceeding ten years but not for life.| Rep. by the Criminal Law (Removal of Racial Discriminations) Act, 
1949 (17 of 1949) (w. e. f. 6-4-1949). 


57. Fractions of terms of punishment—In calculating fractions of terms of punishment, 
*[imprisonment] for life shall be reckoned as equivalent to*[imprisonment] for twenty years. 


58. [Offenders sentenced to transportation how dealt with until transported.| Rep. by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 1955 (26 of 1955), s. 117 and the Sch. (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 


59. [Transportation instead of imprisonment.] Rep. by s.117 and the Sch., ibid. (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 


60. Sentence may be (in certain cases of imprisonment) wholly or partly rigorous or simple.—In 
every case in which an offender is punishable with imprisonment which may be of either description, it 
shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender to direct in the sentence that such 
imprisonment shall be wholly rigorous, or that such imprisonment shall be wholly simple, or that any part 
of such imprisonment shall be rigorous and the rest simple. 


61. [Sentence of forfeiture of property.| Rep. by the Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Act, 1921 
(16 of 1921), s. 4. 


62. [Forfeiture of property, in respect of offenders punishable with death, transportation or 
imprisonment.] Rep. by s. 4 ibid. 


63. Amount of fine —Where no sum is expressed to which a fine may extend, the amount of fine to 
which the offender is liable is unlimited, but shall not be excessive. 


64. Sentence of imprisonment for non-payment of fine—"[In every case of an offence punishable 
with imprisonment as well as fine, in which the offender is sentenced to a fine, whether with or without 
imprisonment, 


and in every case of an offence punishable “[with imprisonment or fine, or] with fine only, in which 
the offender is sentenced to a fine. ] 


it shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender to direct by the sentence that, in 
default of payment of the fine, the offender shall suffer imprisonment for a certain term, which 
imprisonment shall be in excess of any other imprisonment to which he may have been sentenced or to 
which he may be liable under a commutation of a sentence. 


65. Limit to imprisonment for non-payment of fine, when imprisonment and fine awardable — 
The term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned in default of payment of a fine shall 
not exceed one-fourth of the term of imprisonment which is the maximum fixed for the offence, if the 
offence be punishable with imprisonment as well as fine. 


66. Description of imprisonment for non-payment of fine—The imprisonment which the Court 
imposes in default of payment of a fine may be of any description to which the offender might have been 
sentenced for the offence. 


1. Subs. by the A. O 1950. Earlier ins by the A. O. 1937. 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

3. Subs. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 2, for “In every case in which an offender is sentenced to a fine”. 
4. Ins. by Act 10 of 1886, s. 21 (2). 


23 


67. Imprisonment for non-payment of fine, when offence punishable with fine only.—If the 
offence be punishable with fine only, [the imprisonment which the Court imposes in default of payment 
of the fine shall be simple, and] the term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned, in 
default of payment of fine, shall not exceed the following scale, that is to say, for any term not exceeding 
two months when the amount of the fine shall not exceed fifty rupees, and for any term not exceeding 
four months when the amount shall not exceed one hundred rupees, and for any term not exceeding six 
months in any other case. 


68. Imprisonment to terminate on payment of fine—The imprisonment which is imposed in 
default of payment of a fine shall terminate whenever that fine is either paid or levied by process of law. 


69. Termination of imprisonment on payment of proportional part of fine—lIf, before the 
expiration of the term of imprisonment fixed in default of payment, such a proportion of the fine be paid 
or levied that the term of imprisonment suffered in default of payment is not less than proportional to the 
part of the fine still unpaid, the imprisonment shall terminate. 


Illustration 


A is sentenced to a fine of one hundred rupees and to four months' imprisonment in default of payment. Here, if seventy-five 
rupees of the fine be paid or levied before the expiration of one month of the imprisonment, A will be discharged as soon as the 
first month has expired. If seventy-five rupees be paid or levied at the time of the expiration of the first month, or at any later 
time while A continues in imprisonment, A will be immediately discharged. If fifty rupees of the fine be paid or levied before the 
expiration of two months of the imprisonment. A will be discharged as soon as the two months are completed. If fifty rupees be 
paid or levied at the time of the expiration of those two months, or at any later time while A continues in imprisonment, A will be 
immediately discharged. 


70. Fine leviable within six years, of during imprisonment. Death not to discharge property 
from liability —The fine, or any part thereof which remains unpaid, may be levied at any time within six 
years after the passing of the sentence, and if, under the sentence, the offender be liable to imprisonment 
for a longer period than six years, then at any time previous to the expiration of that period; and the death 
of the offender does not discharge from the liability any property which would, after his death, be legally 
liable for his debts. 


71. Limit of punishment of offence made up of several offences—Where anything which is an 
offence is made up of parts, any of which parts is itself an offence, the offender shall not be punished with 
the punishment of more than one of such his offences, unless it be so expressly provided. 


*[Where anything is an offence falling within two or more separate definitions of any law in force for 
the time being by which offences are defined or punished, or 


where several acts, of which one or more than one would by itself or themselves constitute an 
offence, constitute, when combined, a different offence, 


the offender shall not be punished with a more severe punishment than the Court which tries him 
could award for any one of such offences]. 


Illustrations 


(a) A gives Z fifty strokes with a stick. Here A may have committed the offence of voluntarily causing hurt to Z by the 
whole beating, and also by each of the blows which make up the whole beating. If A were liable to punishment for every blow, 
he might be imprisoned for fifty years, one for each blow. But he is liable only to one punishment for the whole beating. 


(b) But, if, while A is beating Z, Y interferes, and A intentionally strikes Y, here, as the blow given to Y is no part of the act 
whereby A voluntarily causes hurt to Z, A is liable to one punishment for voluntarily causing hurt to Z, and to another for the 
blow given to Y. 


72. Punishment of person guilty of one of several offences, the judgment stating that it is 
doubtful of which.—In all cases in which judgment is given that a person is guilty of one of several 
offences specified in the judgment, but that it is doubtful of which of these offences he is guilty, the 
offender shall be punished for the offence for which the lowest punishment is provided if the same 
punishment is not provided for all. 


1. Ins. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 3. 
2. Added by s. 4, ibid. 


24 


73. Solitary confinement——Whenever any person is convicted of an offence for which under this 
Code the Court has power to sentence him to rigorous imprisonment, the Court may, by its sentence, 
order that the offender shall be kept in solitary confinement for any portion or portions of the 
imprisonment to which he is sentenced, not exceeding three months in the whole, according to the 
following scale, that is to say— 


a time not exceeding one month if the term of imprisonment shall not exceed six months; 


a time not exceeding two months if the term of imprisonment shall exceed six months and'[shall not 
exceed one] year 


a time not exceeding three months if the term of imprisonment shall exceed one year. 


74. Limit of solitary confinement—In executing a sentence of solitary confinement, such 
confinement shall in no case exceed fourteen days at a time, with intervals between the periods of solitary 
confinement of not less duration than such periods; and when the imprisonment awarded shall exceed 
three months, the solitary confinement shall not exceed seven days in any one month of the whole 
imprisonment awarded, with intervals between the periods of solitary confinement of not less duration 
than such periods. 


*[75. Enhanced punishment for certain offences under Chapter XII or Chapter XVII after 
previous conviction —Whoever, having been convicted,— 


(a) by a Court in *[India], of an offence punishable under Chapter XII or Chapter XVII of this 
Code with imprisonment of either description for a term of three years or upwards, “*** 


Sx * * * * 


shall be guilty of any offence punishable under either of those Chapters with like imprisonment for the 
like term, shall be subject for every such subsequent offence to ‘[imprisonment for life], or to 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years.] 


CHAPTER IV 
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 


76. Act done by a person bound, or by mistake of fact believing himself bound, by law.— 
Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is, or who by reason of a mistake of fact and not by 
reason of a mistake of law in good faith believes himself to be, bound by law to do it. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, a soldier, fires on a mob by the order of his superior officer, in conformity with the commands of the law. A has 
committed no offence. 


(b) A, an officer of a Court of Justice, being ordered by that Court to arrest Y, and after due enquiry, believing Z to be Y, 
arrests Z. A has committed no offence. 


77. Act of Judge when acting judicially —Nothing is an offence which is done by a Judge when 
acting judicially in the exercise of any power which is, or which in good faith he believes to be, given to 
him by law. 


78. Act done pursuant to the judgment or order of Court—Nothing which is done in pursuance 
of, or which is warranted by the judgment or order of, a Court of Justice; if done whilst such judgment or 
order remains in force, is an offence, notwithstanding the Court may have had no jurisdiction to pass such 
judgment or order, provided the person doing the act in good faith believes that the Court had such 
jurisdiction. 


1. Subs. by Act 8 of 1862, s. 5, for “be less than a”. 

2. Subs. by Act 3 of 1910, s. 2, for section 75. 

3. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

4. The word “or” omitted by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch. 

5. Cl. (b) omitted by s. 3 and the Sch., ibid. 

6. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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79. Act done by a person justified, or by mistake of fact believing himself, justified, by law. — 
Nothing is an offence which is done by any person who is justified by law, or who by reason of a mistake 
of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith, believes himself to be justified by law, in 
doing it. 


Illustration 


A sees Z commit what appears to A to be a murder. A, in the exercise, to the best of his judgment exerted in good faith, of 
the power which the law gives to all persons of apprehending murderers in the fact, seizes Z, in order to bring Z before the proper 
authorities. A has committed no offence, though it may turn out that Z was acting in self-defence. 


80. Accident in doing a lawful act —Nothing is an offence which is done by accident or misfortune, 
and without any criminal intention or knowledge in the doing of a lawful act in a lawful manner by lawful 
means and with proper care and caution. 


Illustration 


A is at work with a hatchet; the head flies off and kills a man who is standing by. Here, if there was no want of proper 
caution on the part of A, his act is excusable and not an offence. 


81. Act likely to cause harm, but done without criminal intent, and to prevent other harm. 
Nothing is an offence merely by reason of its being done with the knowledge that it is likely to cause 
harm, if it be done without any criminal intention to cause harm, and in good faith for the purpose of 
preventing or avoiding other harm to person or property. 


Explanation.—lIt is a question of fact in such a case whether the harm to be prevented or avoided was 
of such a nature and so imminent as to justify or excuse the risk of doing the act with the knowledge that 
it was likely to cause harm. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, the captain of a steam vessel, suddenly, and without any fault or negligence on his part, finds himself in such a 
position that, before he can stop his vessel, he must inevitably run down a boat B, with twenty or thirty passengers on board, 
unless he changes the course of his vessel, and that, by changing his course, he must incur risk of running down a boat C with 
only two passengers on board, which he may possibly clear. Here, if A alters his course without any intention to run down the 
boat C and in good faith for the purpose of avoiding the danger to the passengers in the boat B, he is not guilty of an offence, 
though he may run down the boat C by doing an act which he knew was likely to cause that effect, if it be found as a matter of 
fact that the danger which he intended to avoid was such as to excuse him in incurring the risk of running down C. 


(b) A, in a great fire, pulls down houses in order to prevent the conflagration from spreading. He does this with the intention 
in good faith of saving human life or property. Here, if it be found that the harm to be prevented was of such a nature and so 
imminent as to excuse A's act, A is not guilty of the offence. 


82. Act of a child under seven years of age ——Nothing is an offence which is done by a child under 
seven years of age. 


83. Act of a child above seven and under twelve of immature understanding —Nothing is an 
offence which is done by a child above seven years of age and under twelve, who has not attained 
sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of the nature and consequences of his conduct on that 
occasion. 


84. Act of a person of unsound mind.—Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the 
time of doing it, by reason of unsoundness of mind, is incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that 
he is doing what is either wrong or contrary to law. 


85. Act of a person incapable of judgment by reason of intoxication caused against his will.— 
Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time of doing it, is, by reason of intoxication, 
incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is either wrong, or contrary to 
law: provided that the thing which intoxicated him was administered to him without his knowledge or 
against his will. 


86. Offence requiring a particular intent or knowledge committed by one who is intoxicated. — 
In cases where an act done is not an offence unless done with a particular knowledge or intent, a person 
who does the act in a state of intoxication shall be liable to be dealt with as if he had the same knowledge 
as he would have had if he had not been intoxicated, unless the thing which intoxicated him was 
administered to him without his knowledge or against his will. 
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87. Act not intended and not known to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt, done by 
consent.—Nothing which is not intended to cause death, or grievous hurt, and which is not known by the 
doer to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt, is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause, 
or be intended by the doer to cause, to any person, above eighteen years of age, who has given consent, 
whether express or implied, to suffer that harm; or by reason of any harm which it may be known by the 
doer to be likely to cause to any such person who has consented to take the risk of that harm. 


Illustration 


A and Z agree to fence with each other for amusement. This agreement implies the consent of each to suffer any harm 
which, in the course of such fencing, may be caused without foul play; and if A, while playing fairly, hurts Z, A commits no 
offence. 


88. Act not intended to cause death, done by consent in good faith for person's benefit — 
Nothing, which is not intented to cause death, is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause, or 
be intended by the doer to cause, or be known by the doer to be likely to cause, to any person for whose 
benefit it is done in good faith, and who has given a consent, whether express or implied, to suffer that 
harm, or to take the risk of that harm. 


Illustration 


A, a surgeon, knowing that a particular operation is likely to cause the death of Z, who suffers under the painful complaint, 
but not intending to cause Z's death, and intending, in good faith, Z's benefit, performs that operation on Z, with Z's consent. A 
has committed no offence. 


89. Act done in good faith for benefit of child or insane person, by or by consent of guardian. — 
Nothing which is done in good faith for the benefit of a person under twelve years of age, or of unsound 
mind, by or by consent, either express or implied, of the guardian or other person having lawful charge of 
that person, is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause 
or be known by the doer to be likely to cause to that person: Provided— 


Provisos. First—That this exception shall not extend to the intentional causing of death, or to the 
attempting to cause death; 


Secondly.—That this exception shall not extend to the doing of anything which the person doing 
it knows to be likely to cause death, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or grievous 
hurt, or the curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


Thirdly —That this exception shall not extend to the voluntary causing of grievous hurt, or to the 
attempting to cause grievous hurt, unless it be for the purpose of preventing death or grievous hurt, or 
the curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


Fourthly —That this exception shall not extend to the abetment of any offence, to the committing 
of which offence it would not extend. 


Illustration 


A, in good faith, for his child's benefit without his child's consent, has his child cut for the stone by a surgeon knowing it to 
be likely that the operation will cause the child's death, but not intending to cause the child's death. A is within the exception, 
inasmuch as his object was the cure of the child. 


90. Consent known to be given under fear or misconception.—A consent is not such a consent as 
is intended by any section of this Code, if the consent is given by a person under fear of injury, or under a 
misconception of fact, and if the person doing the act knows, or has reason to believe, that the consent 
was given in consequence of such fear or misconception; or 


Consent of insane person.—if the consent is given by a person who, from unsoundness of mind, or 
intoxication, is unable to understand the nature and consequence of that to which he gives his consent; or 


Consent of child —unless the contrary appears from the context, if the consent is given by a person 
who is under twelve years of age. 


91. Exclusion of acts which are offences independently of harm cause—The exceptions in 
sections 87, 88 and 89 do not extend to acts which are offences independently of any harm which they 
may cause, or be intended to cause, or be known to be likely to cause, to the person giving the consent, or 
on whose behalf the consent is given. 
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Illustration 


Causing miscarriage (unless caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman) is offence independently 
of any harm which it may cause or be intended to cause to the woman. Therefore, it is not an offence “by reason of such harm”; 
and the consent of the woman or of her guardian to the causing of such miscarriage does not justify the act. 


92. Act done in good faith for benefit of a person without consent—Nothing is an offence by 
reason of any harm which it may cause to a person for whose benefit it is done in good faith, even without 
that person's consent, if the circumstances are such that it is impossible for that person to signify consent, 
or if that person is incapable of giving consent, and has no guardian or other person in lawful charge of 
him from whom it is possible to obtain consent in time for the thing to be done with benefit: Provided— 


Provisos. First—That this exception shall not extend to the intentional causing of death, or the 
attempting to cause death; 


Secondly.—That this exception shall not extend to the doing of anything which the person doing it 
knows to be likely to cause death, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or grievous hurt, or 
the curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


Thirdly.—That this exception shall not extend to the voluntary causing of hurt, or to the attempting to 
cause hurt, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or hurt; 


Fourthly —That this exception shall not extend to the abetment of any offence, to the committing of 
which offence it would not extend. 


Illustrations 


(a) Z is thrown from his horse, and is insensible. A, a surgeon, finds that Z requires to be trepanned. A, not intending Z's 
death, but in good faith, for Z's benefit, performs the trepan before Z recovers his power of judging for himself. A has committed 
no offence. 


(b) Z is carried off by a tiger. A fires at the tiger knowing it to be likely that the shot may kill Z, but not intending to kill Z, 
and in good faith intending Z's benefit. A's ball gives Z a mortal wound. A has committed no offence. 


(c) A, a surgeon, sees a child suffer an accident which is likely to prove fatal unless an operation be immediately performed. 
There is not time to apply to the child's guardian. A performs the operation in spite of the entreaties of the child, intending, in 
good faith, the child's benefit. A has committed no offence. 


(d) A is ina house which is on fire, with Z, a child. People below hold out a blanket. A drops the child from the housestop, 
knowing it to be likely that the fall may kill the child, but not intending to kill the child, and intending, in good faith, the child's 
benefit. Here, even if the child is killed by the fall, A has committed no offence. 


Explanation.—Mere pecuniary benefit is not benefit within the meaning of sections 88, 89 and 92. 


93. Communication made in good faith—No communication made in good faith is an offence by 
reason of any harm to the person to whom it is made, if it is made for the benefit of that person. 


Illustration 


A, a surgeon, in good faith, communicates to a patient his opinion that he cannot live. The patient dies in consequence of the 
shock. A has committed no offence, though he knew it to be likely that the communication might cause the patient's death. 


94. Act to which a person is compelled by threats —Except murder, and offences against the State 
punishable with death, nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is compelled to do it by 
threats, which, at the time of doing it, reasonably cause the apprehension that instant death to that person 
will otherwise be the consequence: Provided the person doing the act did not of his own accord, or from a 
reasonable apprehension of harm to himself short of instant death, place himself in the situation by which 
he became subject to such constraint. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, of his own accord, or by reason of a threat of being beaten, joins a 
gang of dacoits, knowing their character, is not entitled to the benefit of this exception, on the ground of 
his having been compelled by his associates to do anything that is an offence by law. 


Explanation 2.—A person seized by a gang of dacoits, and forced, by threat of instant death, to do a 
thing which is an offence by law; for example, a smith compelled to take his tools and to force the door of 
a house for the dacoits to enter and plunder it, is entitled to the benefit of this exception. 
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95. Act causing slight harm.—Nothing is an offence by reason that it causes, or that it is intended to 
cause, or that it is known to be likely to cause, any harm, if that harm is so slight that no person of 
ordinary sense and temper would complain of such harm. 


Of the Right of Private Defence 


96. Things done in private defence.—Nothing is an offence which is done in the exercise of the 
right of private defence. 


97. Right of private defence of the body and of property —Every person has a right, subject to the 
restrictions contained in section 99, to defend— 


First.—His own body, and the body of any other person, against any offence affecting the human 
body; 


Secondly.—The property, whether movable or immovable, of himself or of any other person, against 
any act which is an offence falling under the defintion of theft, robbery, mischief or criminal trespass, or 
which is an attempt to commit theft, robbery, mischief or criminal trespass. 


98. Right of private defence against the act of a person of unsound mind, etc.—When an act, 
which would otherwise be a certain offence, is not that offence, by reason of the youth, the want of 
maturity of understanding, the unsoundness of mind or the intoxication of the person doing that act, or by 
reason of any misconception on the part of that person, every person has the same right of private defence 
against that act which he would have if the act were that offence. 


Illustrations 


(a) Z, under the influence of madness, attempts to kill A; Z is guilty of no offence. But A has the same right of private 
defence which he would have if Z were sane. 


(b) A enters by night a house which he is legally entitled to enter. Z, in good faith, taking A for a house-breaker, attacks A. 
Here Z, by attacking A under this misconception, commits no offence. But A has the same right of private defence against Z, 
which he would have if Z were not acting under that misconception. 


99, Acts against which there is no right of private defence.—There is no right of private defence 
against an act which does not reasonably cause the apprehension of death or of grievous hurt, if done, or 
attempted to be done, by a public servant acting in good faith under colour of his office, though that act, 
may not be strictly justifiable by law. 


There is no right of private defence against an act which does not reasonably cause the apprehension 
of death or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to be done, by the direction of a public servant acting in 
good faith under colour of his office, though that direction may not be strictly justifiable by law. 


There is no right of private defence in cases in which there is time to have recourse to protection of 
the public authorities. 


Extent to which the right may be exercised —The right of private defence in no case extends to the 
inflicting of more harm than it is necessary to inflict for the purpose of defence. 


Explanation 1—A person is not deprived of the right of private defence against an act done, or 
attempted to be done, by a public servant, as such, unless he knows or has reason to believe, that the 
person doing the act is such public servant. 


Explanation 2.—A person is not deprived of the right of private defence against an act done, or 
attempted to be done, by the direction of a public servant, unless he knows, or has reason to believe, that 
the person doing the act is acting by such direction, or unless such person states the authority under which 
he acts, or if he has authority in writing, unless he produces such authority, if demanded. 


100. When the right of private defence of the body extends to causing death.—The right of 
private defence of the body extends, under the restrictions mentioned in the last preceding section, to the 
voluntary causing of death or of any other harm to the assailant, if the offence which occasions the 
exercise of the right be of any of the descriptions hereinafter enumerated, namely:— 


First.—Such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that death will otherwise be the 
consequence of such assault; 
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Secondly—Such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous hurt will 
otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


Thirdly.—An assault with the intention of committing rape; 
Fourthly —An assault with the intention of gratifying unnatural lust; 
Fifthly—An assault with the intention of kidnapping or abducting; 


Sixthly—An assault with the intention of wrongfully confining a person, under circumstances which 
may reasonably cause him to apprehend that he will be unable to have recourse to the public authorities 
for his release. 


'[Seventhly—An act of throwing or administering acid or an attempt to throw or administer acid 
which may reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous hurt will otherwise be the consequence of 
such act.] 


101. When such right extends to causing any harm other than death.—If the offence be not of 
any of the descriptions enumerated in the last preceding section, the right of private defence of the body 
does not extend to the voluntary causing of death to the assailant, but does extend, under the restrictions 
mentioned in section 99, to the voluntary causing to the assailant of any harm other than death. 


102. Commencement and continuance of the right of private defence of the body.—The right of 
private defence of the body commences as soon as a reasonable apprehension of danger to the body arises 
from an attempt or threat to commit the offence though the offence may not have been committed; and it 
continues as long as such apprehension of danger to the body continues. 


103. When the right of private defence of property extends to causing death.—The right of 
private defence of property extends, under the restrictions mentioned in section 99, to the voluntary 
causing of death or of any other harm to the wrong-doer, if the offence, the committing of which, or the 
attempting to commit which, occasions the exercise of the right, be an offence of any of the descriptions 
hereinafter enumerated, namely:— 


First.—Robbery; 
Secondly—House-breaking by night; 


Thirdly.—Mischief by fire committed on any building, tent or vessel, which building, tent or vessel is 
used as a human dwelling, or as a place for the custody of property; 


Fourthly —Theft, mischief, or house-trespass, under such circumstances as may reasonably cause 
apprehension that death or grievous hurt will be the consequence, if such right of private defence is not 
exercised. 


104. When such right extends to causing any harm other than death—lIf the offence, the 
committing of which, or the attempting to commit which occasions the exercise of the right of private 
defence, be theft, mischief, or criminal trespass, not of any of the descriptions enumerated in the last 
preceding section, that right does not extend to the voluntary causing of death, but does extend, subject to 
the restrictions mentioned in section 99, to the voluntary causing to the wrong-doer of any harm other 
than death. 


105. Commencement and continuance of the right of private defence of property. —The right of 
private defence of property commences when a reasonable apprehension of danger to the property 
commences. 


The right of private defence of property against theft continues till the offender has effected his retreat 
with the property or either the assistance of the public authorities is obtained, or the property has been 
recovered. 


The right of private defence of property against robbery continues as long as the offender causes or 
attempts to cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful restraint or as long as the fear of instant death or 
of instant hurt or of instant personal restraint continues. 


The right of private defence of property against criminal trespass or mischief continues as long as the 
offender continues in the commission of criminal trespass or mischief. 


1. Ins. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 2 (w.e.f. 3-2-2013). 
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The right of private defence of property against house-breaking by night continues as long as the 
house-trespass which has been begun by such house-breaking continues. 


106. Right of private defence against deadly assault when there is risk of harm to innocent 
person.—If in the exercise of the right of private defence against an assault which reasonably causes the 
apprehension of death, the defender be so situated that he cannot effectually exercise that right without 
risk of harm to an innocent person, his right of private defence extends to the running of that risk. 

Illustration 


A is attacked by a mob who attempt to murder him. He cannot effectually exercise his right of private defence without firing 
on the mob, and he cannot fire without risk of harming young children who are mingled with the mob. A commits no offence if 
by so firing he harms any of the children. 


CHAPTER V 

OF ABETMENT 
107. Abetment of a thing —A person abets the doing of a thing, who— 
First.—Instigates any person to do that thing; or 


Secondly —Engages with one or more other person or persons in any conspiracy for the doing of that 
thing, if an act or illegal omission takes place in pursuance of that conspiracy, and in order to the doing of 
that thing; or 


Thirdly.—Intentionally aids, by any act or illegal omission, the doing of that thing. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, by wilful misrepresentation, or by wilful concealment of a material 
fact which he is bound to disclose, voluntarily causes or procures, or attempts to cause or procure, a thing 
to be done, is said to instigate the doing of that thing. 


Illustration 


A, a public officer, is authorised by a warrant from a Court of Justice to apprehend Z, B, knowing that fact and also that C is 
not Z, wilfully represents to A that C is Z, and thereby intentionally causes A to apprehend C. Here B abets by instigation the 
apprehension of C. 


Explanation 2—Whoever, either prior to or at the time of the commission of an act, does anything in 
order to facilitate the commission of that act, and thereby facilitates the commission thereof, is said to aid 
the doing of that act. 


108. Abettor—A person abets an offence, who abets either the commission of an offence, or the 
commission of an act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by law of committing 
an offence with the same intention or knowledge as that of the abettor. 


Explanation 1—The abetment of the illegal omission of an act may amount to an offence although 
the abettor may not himself be bound to do that act. 


Explanation 2.—To constitute the offence of abetment it is not necessary that the act abetted should 
be committed, or that the effect requisite to constitute the offence should be caused. 


Illustrations 
(a) A instigates B to murder C. B refuses to do so. A is guilty of abetting B to commit murder. 


(b) A instigates B to murder D. B in pursuance of the instigation stabs D. D recovers from the wound. A is guilty of 
instigating B to commit murder. 


Explanation 3.—It is not necessary that the person abetted should be capable by law of committing an 
offence, or that he should have the same guilty intention or knowledge as that of the abettor, or any guilty 
intention or knowledge. 
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Illustrations 


(a) A, with a guilty intention, abets a child or a lunatic to commit an act which would be an offence, if committed by a 
person capable by law of committing an offence, and having the same intention as A. Here A, whether the act be committed or 
not, is guilty of abetting an offence. 


(b) A, with the intention of murdering Z, instigates B, a child under seven years of age, to do an act which causes Z's death. 
B, in consequence of the abetment, does the act in the absence of A and thereby causes Z's death. Here, though B was not capable 
by law of committing an offence, A is liable to be punished in the same manner as if B had been capable by law of committing an 
offence, and had committed murder, and he is therefore subject to the punishment of death. 


(c) A instigates B to set fire to a dwelling-house. B, in consequence of the unsoundness of his mind, being incapable of 
knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is wrong or contrary to law, sets fire to the house in consequence of A's 
instigation. B has committed no offence, but A is guilty of abetting the offence of setting fire to a dwelling-house, and is liable to 
the punishment provided for that offence. 


(d) A, intending to cause a theft to be committed, instigates B to take property belonging to Z out of Z's possession. A 
induces B to believe that the property belongs to A. B takes the property out of Z's possession, in good faith, believing it to be A's 
property. B, acting under this misconception, does not take dishonestly, and therefore does not commit theft. But A is guilty of 
abetting theft, and is liable to the same punishment as if B had committed theft. 


Explanation 4—The abetment of an offence being an offence, the abetment of such an abetment is 
also an offence. 


Illustration 


A instigates B to instigate C to murder Z. B accordingly instigates C to murder Z, and C commits that offence in 
consequence of B's instigation. B is liable to be punished for his offence with the punishment for murder; and, as A instigated B 
to commit the offence, A is also liable to the same punishment. 


Explanation 5.—It is not necessary to the commission of the offence of abetment by conspiracy that 
the abettor should concert the offence with the person who commits it. It is sufficient if he engages in the 
conspiracy in pursuance of which the offence is committed. 


Illustration 


A concerts with B a plan for poisoning Z. It is agreed that A shall administer the poison. B then explains the plan to C 
mentioning that a third person is to administer the poison, but without mentioning A's name. C agrees to procure the poison, and 
procures and delivers it to B for the purpose of its being used in the manner explained. A administers the poison; Z dies in 
consequence. Here, though A and C have not conspired together, yet C has been engaged in the conspiracy in pursuance of which 
Z has been murdered. C has therefore committed the offence defined in this section and is liable to the punishment for murder. 


'{108A. Abetment in India of offences outside India—A person abets an offence within the 
meaning of this Code who, in *TIndial, abets the commission of any act without and beyond *TIndia] 
which would constitute an offence if committed in *TIndial]. 


Illustration 


A, in *[India], instigates B, a foreigner in Goa, to commit a murder in Goa, A is guilty of abetting murder.] 


109. Punishment of abetment if the act abetted is committed in consequence and where no 
express provision is made for its punishment.—Whoever abets any offence shall, if the act abetted is 
committed in consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is made by this Code for the 
punishment of such abetment, be punished with the punishment provided for the offence. 


Explanation.—An act or offence is said to be committed in consequence of abetment, when it is 
committed in consequence of the instigation, or in pursuance of the conspiracy, or with the aid which 
constitutes the abetment. 


Illustrations 


(a) A offers a bribe to B, a public servant, as a reward for showing A some favour in the exercise of B's official functions. B 
accepts the bribe. A has abetted the offence defined in section 161. 


1. Added by Act 4 of 1898, s. 3. 
2. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A.O. 1948, the A.O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 
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(b) A instigates B to give false evidence. B, in consequence of the instigation, commits that offence. A is guilty of abetting 
that offence, and is liable to the same punishment as B. 


(c) A and B conspire to poison Z. A, in pursuance of the conspiracy, procures the poison and delivers it to B in order that he 
may administer it to Z. B, in pursuance of the conspiracy, administers the poison to Z in A's absence and thereby causes Z's 
death. Here B is guilty of murder. A is guilty of abetting that offence by conspiracy, and is liable to the punishment for murder. 


110. Punishment of abetment if person abetted does act with different intention from that of 
abettor —Whoever abets the commission of an offence shall, if the person abetted does the act with a 
different intention or knowledge from that of the abettor, be punished with the punishment provided for 
the offence which would have been committed if the act had been done with the intention or knowledge 
of the abettor and with no other. 


111. Liability of abettor when one act abetted and different act done—When an Act is abetted 
and a different act is done, the abettor is liable for the act done, in the same manner and to the same extent 
as if he had directly abetted it: 


Provided the act done was a probable consequence of the abetment, and was committed under the 
influence of the instigation, or with the aid or in pursuance of the conspiracy which constituted the 
abetment. 


Illustrations 


(a) A instigates a child to put poison into the food of Z, and gives him poison for that purpose. The 
child, in consequence of the instigation, by mistake puts the poison into the food of Y, which is by the 
side of that of Z. Here, if the child was acting under the influence of A's instigation, and the act done was 
under the circumstances a probable consequence of the abetment, A is liable in the same manner and to 
the same extent as if he had instigated the child to put the poison into the food of Y. 


(b) A instigates B to burn Z’s house. B sets fire to the house and at the same time commits theft of 
property there. A, though guilty of abetting the burning of the house, is not guilty of abetting the theft; for 
the theft was a distinct act, and not a probable consequence of the burning. 


(c) A instigates B and C to break into an inhabited house at midnight for the purpose of robbery, and 
provides them with arms for that purpose. B and C break into the house, and being resisted by Z, one of 
the inmates, murder Z. Here, if that murder was the probable consequence of the abetment, A is liable to 
the punishment provided for murder. 


112. Abettor when liable to cumulative punishment for act abetted and for act done.—TIf the act 
for which the abettor is liable under the last preceding section is committed in addition to the act abetted, 
and constitute a distinct offence, the abettor is liable to punishment for each of the offences. 


Illustration 


A instigates B to resist by force a distress made by a public servant. B, in consequence, resists that distress. In offering the 
resistance, B voluntarily causes grievous hurt to the officer executing the distress. As B has committed both the offence of 
resisting the distress, and the offence of voluntarily causing grievous hurt, B is liable to punishment for both these offences; and, 
if A knew that B was likely voluntarily to cause grievous hurt in resisting the distress A will also be liable to punishment for each 
of the offences. 


113. Liability of abettor for an effect caused by the act abetted different from that intended by 
the abettor.—When an act is abetted with the intention on the part of the abettor of causing a particular 
effect, and an act for which the abettor is liable in consequence of the abetment, causes a different effect 
from that intended by the abettor, the abettor is liable for the effect caused, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as if he had abetted the act with the intention of causing that effect, provided he knew that the 
act abetted was likely to cause that effect. 


Illustration 


A instigates B to cause grievous hurt to Z. B, in consequence of the instigation, causes grievous hurt to Z. Z dies in 
consequence. Here, if A knew that the grievous hurt abetted was likely to cause death, A is liable to be punished with the 
punishment provided for murder. 


114. Abettor present when offence is committed —Whenever any person, who is absent would be 
liable to be punished as an abettor, is present when the act or offence for which he would be punishable in 
consequence of the abetment is committed, he shall be deemed to have committed such act or offence. 
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115. Abetment of offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life—if offence not 
committed —Whoever abets the commission of an offence punishable with death or '[imprisonment for 
life], shall, if that offence be not committed in consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is 
made by this Code for the punishment of such abetment, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if act causing harm be done in consequence.—and if any act for which the abettor is liable in 
consequence of the abetment, and which causes hurt to any person, is done, the abettor shall be liable to 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


Illustration 


A instigates B to murder Z. The offence is not committed. If B had murdered Z, he would have been subject to the 
punishment of death or '[imprisonment for life]. Therefore A is liable to imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven 
years and also to a fine; and if any hurt be done to Z in consequence of the abetment, he will be liable to imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to fourteen years, and to fine. 


116. Abetment of offence punishable with imprisonment—if offence be not committed.— 
Whoever abets an offence punishable with imprisonment shall, if that offence be not committed in 
consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is made by this Code for the punishment of such 
abetment, be punished with imprisonment of any description provided for that offence for a term which 
may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term provided for that offence; or with such fine as is 
provided for that offence, or with both; 


if abettor or person abetted be a public servant whose duty it is to prevent offence.—and if the 
abettor or the person abetted is a public servant, whose duty it is to prevent the commission of such 
offence, the abettor shall be punished with imprisonment of any description provided for that offence, for 
a term which may extend to one-half of the longest term provided for that offence, or with such fine as is 
provided for the offence, or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A offers a bribe to B, a public servant, as a reward for showing. A some favour in the exercise of B's official functions. B 
refuses to accept the bribe. A is punishable under this section. 


(b) A instigates B to give false evidence. Here, if B does not give false evidence, A has nevertheless committed the offence 
defined in this section, and is punishable accordingly. 


(c) A, a police-officer, whose duty it is to prevent robbery, abets the commission of robbery. Here, though the robbery be not 
committed, A is liable to one-half of the longest term of imprisonment provided for that offence, and also to fine. 


(d) B abets the commission of a robbery by A, a police-officer, whose duty it is to prevent that offence. Here, though the 
robbery be not committed, B is liable to one-half of the longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence of robbery, and 
also to fine. 


117. Abetting commission of offence by the public or by more than ten persons.—Whoever abets 
the commission of an offence by the public generally or by any number or class of persons exceeding ten, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or 
with fine, or with both. 


Illustration 


A affixes in a public place a placard instigating a sect consisting of more than ten members to meet at a certain time and 
place, for the purpose of attacking the members of an adverse sect, while engaged in a procession. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


118. Concealing design to commit offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life — 
Whoever intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby facilitate the commission of 
an offence punishable with death or '[imprisonment for life], 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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'[voluntarily conceals by any act or illegal omission, or by the use of encryption or any other 
information hiding tool, the existence of a design] to commit such offence or makes any representation 
which he knows to be false respecting such design, 


if offence be committed; if offence be not committed.—shall, if that offence be committed, be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or, if the 
offence be not committed, with imprisonment of either description, for a term which may extend to three 
years; and in either case shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustration 


A, knowing that dacoity is about to be committed at B, falsely informs the Magistrate that a dacoity is about to be committed 
at C, a place in an opposite direction, and thereby misleads the Magistrate with intent to facilitate the commission of the offence. 
The dacoity is committed at B in pursuance of the design. A is punishable under this section. 


119. Public servant concealing design to commit offence which it is his duty to prevent.— 
Whoever, being a public servant intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby 
facilitate the commission of an offence which it is his duty as such public servant to prevent, 


'[voluntarily conceals, by any act or illegal omission or by the use of encryption or any other 
information hiding tool, the existence of a design] to commit such offence, or makes any representation 
which he knows to be false respecting such design, 


if offence be committed —shall, if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of any 
description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the longest term of such 
imprisonment, or with such fine as is provided for that offence, or with both; 


if offence be punishable with death, etc——or, if the offence be punishable with death or 
*[imprisonment for life], with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years; 


if offence be not committed.—or, if the offence be not committed, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of any description provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part 
of the longest term of such imprisonment or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 


Illustration 


A, an officer of police, being legally bound to give information of all designs to commit robbery which may come to his 
knowledge, and knowing that B designs to commit robbery, omits to give such information, with intent to facilitate the 
commission of that offence. Here A has by an illegal omission concealed the existence of B's design, and is liable to punishment 
according to the provision of this section. 


120. Concealing design to commit offence punishable with imprisonment Whoever, intending 
to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby facilitate the commission of an offence 
punishable with imprisonment, 


voluntarily conceals, by any act or illegal omission, the existence of a design to commit such offence, or 
makes any representation which he knows to be false respecting such design, 


if offence be committed; if offence be not committed.—shall, if the offence be committed, be 
punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to 
one-fourth, and, if the offence be not committed, to one-eight, of the longest term of such imprisonment, 
or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 


3ICHAPTER VA 
CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY 


120A. Definition of criminal conspiracy —When two or more persons agree to do, or cause to be 
done,— 


(Z) an illegal act, or 


1. Subs. by Act 10 of 2009, s. 51, for “voluntarily conceals, by any act or illegal omission, the existence of a design” 
(w.e.f. 27-10-2009). 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

3. Ins. by Act 8 of 1913, s. 3. 
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(2) an act which is not illegal by illegal means, such an agreement is designated a criminal 
conspiracy: 


Provided that no agreement except an agreement to commit an offence shall amount to a criminal 
conspiracy unless some act besides the agreement is done by one or more parties to such agreement in 
pursuance thereof. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial whether the illegal act is the ultimate object of such agreement, or is 
merely incidental to that object. 


120B. Punishment of criminal conspiracy —(/) Whoever is a party to a criminal conspiracy to 
commit an offence punishable with death, '[imprisonment for life] or rigorous imprisonment for a term of 
two years or upwards, shall, where no express provision is made in this Code for the punishment of such a 
conspiracy, be punished in the same manner as if he had abetted such offence. 


(2) Whoever is a party to a criminal conspiracy other than a criminal conspiracy to commit an offence 
punishable as aforesaid shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding six months, or with fine or with both. ] 


CHAPTER VI 
OF OFFENCES AGAINSTTHE STATE 


121. Waging, or attempting to wage war, or abetting waging of war, against the Government of 
India.— Whoever wages war against the *[Government of India], or attempts to wage such war, or abets 
the waging of such war, shall be punished with death, or *[imprisonment for life] “[and shall also be liable 
to fine]. 


[Illustration] 


°*#* A joins an insurrection against the "[Government of India]. A has committed the offence defined 
in this section. 


Te * * * * 


‘[121A. Conspiracy to commit offences punishable by section 121.—Whoever within or without 
*[India] conspires to commit any of the offences punishable by section 121, '°*** or conspires to 
overawe, by means of criminal force or the show of criminal force, ''[the Central Government or any 
'rState] Government 13s] shall be punished with '‘Timprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of 
either description which may extend to ten years, [and shall also be liable to fine]. 


Explanation.—To constitute a conspiracy under this section, it is not necessary that any act or illegal 
omission shall take place in pursuance thereof. ] 


122. Collecting arms, etc., with intention of waging war against the Government of India.— 
Whoever collects men, arms or ammunition or otherwise prepares to wage war with the intention of either 
waging or being prepared to wage war against the [Government of India], shall be punished with 


. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Queen”. 
. Subs. by 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
Subs. by Act 16 of 1921, s. 2, for “and shall forfeit all his property”. 
Subs. by Act 36 of 1957, s. 3 and the Second Sch., for “///ustrations” 
. The brackets and letter “(a)” omitted by s. 3 and the Second Sch., ibid. 
. Illustration (b) omitted, by the A. O. 1950. 
. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 4. 
. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 
10. The words “or to deprive the Queen of the sovereignty of the Provinces or of any part thereof” omitted by the A. O. 1950. 
11. Subs. by the A. O. 1937, for “the G. of I, or any 1. G”. 
12. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Provincial”. 
13. The words “or the Government of Burma” omitted by the A. O. 1948. 
14. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life or any shorter term” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
15. Ins. by Act 16 of 1921, s. 3. 
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'fimprisonment for life] or imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, *[and 
shall also be liable to fine]. 


123. Concealing with intent to facilitate design to wage war—Whoever by any act, or by any 
illegal omission, conceals the existence of a design to wage war against the *[Government of India], 
intending by such concealment to facilitate, or knowing it to be likely that such concealment will 
facilitate, the waging of such war, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


124. Assaulting President, Governor, etc., with intent to compel or restrain the exercise of any 
lawful power.—Whoever, with the intention of inducing or compelling the “[President] of India, or 
*[Governor °***] of any "[State], °*** °*** !°* to exercise or refrain from exercising in any manner any 
any of the lawful powers of such "President or *[Governor Crease] 


assaults or wrongfully restrains, or attempts wrongfully to restrain, or overawes, by means of criminal 
force or the show of criminal force, or attempts so to overawe, such "President or [Governor Ores] 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


'1124A. Sedition—Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 
representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to 
excite disaffection towards, '**** the Government established by law in “[India], !°*** shall be punished 
with [imprisonment for life], to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment which may extend to 
three years, to which fine may be added, or with fine. 


Explanation I —The expression “disaffection” includes disloyalty and all feelings of enmity. 


Explanation 2—Comments expressing disapprobation of the measures of the Government with a 
view to obtain their alteration by lawful means, without exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt 
or disaffection, do not constitute an offence under this section. 


Explanation 3——Comments expressing disapprobation of the administrative or other action of the 
Government without exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection, do not constitute an 
offence under this section. ] 


125. Waging war against any Asiatic Power in alliance with the Government of India — 
Whoever wages war against the Government of any Asiatic Power in alliance or at peace with the 
*[Government of India] or attempts to wage such war, or abets the waging of such war, shall be punished 
with '[imprisonment for life], to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, to which fine may be added, or with fine. 


. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

. Subs. by Act 16 of 1921, s. 2, for “and shall forfeit all his property”. 

. Subs. by the A. O 1950, for “Queen”. 

. Subs. by the ibid., for “Governor General”. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “Governor”. 

. The words “or Rajpramukh” omitted by the A. O. 1956. 

. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Province” which had been subs. by the A. O. 1937, for “Presidency”. 

. The words “or a Lieutenant-Governor” omitted by the A. O. 1937. 

. The words “or a Member of the Council of the Governor General of India” omitted by the A.O. 1948. 

10. The words “or of the Council of any Presidency” omitted by the A. O. 1937. 

11. The words “Governor General, Governor, Lieutenant-Governor or Member of Council” have successively been amended by 
the A.O. 1937, the A. O. 1948 and the A. O. 1950 to read as above. 

12. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 5 and subs. by Act 4 of 1898, s. 4, fors. 124A. 

13. The words “Her Majesty or” omitted by the A.O. 1950. The words “or the Crown Representative” ins. after the word 
“Majesty” by the A. O. 1937 were omitted by the A. O. 1948. 

14. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and 

the Sch., to read as above. 
15. The words “or British Burma” ins. by the A. O. 1937 and omitted by the A. O 1948. 
16. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life or any shorter term” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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126. Committing depredation on territories of Power at peace with the Government of India.— 
Whoever commits depredation, or makes preparations to commit depredation, on the territories of any 
Power in alliance or at peace with the '[Government of India], shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine and to 
forfeiture of any property used or intended to be used in committing such depredation, or acquired by 
such depredation. 


127. Receiving property taken by war or depredation mentioned in sections 125 and 126.— 
Whoever receives any property knowing the same to have been taken in the commission of any of the 
offences mentioned in sections 125 and 126, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine and to forfeiture of the 
property so received. 


128. Public servant voluntarily allowing prisoner of state or war to escape—Whoever, being a 
public servant and having the custody of any State prisoner or prisoner of war, voluntarily allows such 
prisoner to escape from any place in which such prisoner is confined, shall be punished with 
“[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


129. Public servant negligently suffering such prisoner to escape—Whoever, being a public 
servant and having the custody of any State prisoner or prisoner of war, negligently suffers such prisoner 
to escape from any place of confinement in which such prisoner is confined, shall be punished with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


130. Aiding escape of, rescuing or harbouring such prisoner —Whoever knowingly aids or assists 
any State prisoner or prisoner of war in escaping from lawful custody, or rescues or attempts to rescue 
any such prisoner, or harbours or conceals any such prisoner who has escaped from lawful custody, or 
offers or attempts to offer any resistance to the recapture of such prisoner, shall be punished with 
*[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A State prisoner or prisoner of war, who is permitted to be at large on his parole 
within certain limits in *[India], is said to escape from lawful custody if he goes beyond the limits within 
which he is allowed to be at large. 


CHAPTER VII 
OF OFFENCES RELATINGTO THE ARMY, “[NAVY AND AIR FORCE] 


131. Abetting mutiny, or attempting to seduce a soldier, sailor or airman from his duty.— 
Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, *[sailor or airman], in the Army, °[Navy 
or Air Force] of the '[Government of India] or attempts to seduce any such officer, soldier, [sailor or 
airman] from his allegiance or his duty, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


"LExplanation —In this section the words “officer”, soldier”, *Tsailor’”] and “airman’”’] include any 


any 


1. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Queen”. 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

3. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “and Navy”. 

Subs. by s. 2 and the First Sch., ibid., for “or sailor”. 

. Subs. by s. 2 and the First Sch., ibid., for “or Navy”. 

. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 6. 

. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “and soldier” 

. Ins. by Act 35 of 1934, s. 2 and Sch. 
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person subject to the '[Army Act, "[the Army Act, 1950 (46 of 1950)], *[the Naval Discipline Act, “***the 
“the “Indian Navy (Discipline) Act,1934 (34 of 1934)] the Air Force Act or ‘[the Air Force Act, 
1950 (45 of 1950)]], as the case may be].] 


132. Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is committed in consequence thereof—Whoever abets the 
committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, *[sailor or airman], in the Army, ’[Navy or Air Force] of the 
‘Government of India], shall, if mutiny be committed in consequence of that abetment, be punished with 
death or with ''[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


133. Abetment of assault by soldier, sailor or airman on his superior officer, when in execution 
of his office —Whoever abets an assault by an officer, soldier, ‘Tsailor or airman], in the Army, *[Navy or 
Air Force] of the '°[Government of India], on any superior officer being in the execution of his office, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


134. Abetment of such assault, if the assault committed —Whoever abets an assault by an officer, 
soldier, ‘Tsailor or airman], in the Army, *[Navy or Air Force] of the 'TGovernment of India], on any 
superior officer being in the execution of his office, shall, if such assault be committed in consequence of 
that abetment be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


135. Abetment of desertion of soldier, sailor or airman.—Whoever, abets the desertion of any 
officer, soldier, ‘sailor or airman], in the Army, *[Navy or Air Force] of the 'TGovernment of India], 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or 
with fine, or with both. 


136. Harbouring deserter —Whoever, except as hereinafter excepted, knowing or having reason to 
believe that an officer, soldier, ‘sailor or airman], in the Army, *[Navy or Air Force] of the 
'0'Government of India], has deserted, harbours such officer, soldier, ‘Tsailor or airman], shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine 
or with both. 


Exception.—This provision does not extend to the case in which the harbour is given by a wife to her 
husband. 


137. Deserter concealed on board merchant vessel through negligence of master.—The master or 
person in charge of a merchant vessel, on board of which any deserter from the Army, *[Navy or Air 
Force] of the 'TGovernment of India] is concealed, shall, though ignorant of such concealment, be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding five hundred rupees, if he might have known of such concealment but for some 
neglect of his duty as such master or person in charge, or but for some want of discipline on board of the 
vessel. 


138. Abetment of act of insubordination by soldier, sailor or airman.—Whoever abets what he 
knows to be an act of insubordination by an officer, soldier, *Tsailor or airman], in the Army, *[Navy or air 
Force], of the ''Government of India], shall, if such act of insubordination be committed in consequence 
of that abetment, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine, or with both. 


= 


. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “Articles or War for the better government of Her Majesty’s Army, or to 
the Articles of War contained in Act No. 5 of 1869”. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “the Indian Army Act, 1911”. 

. Ins. by Act 35 of 1934, s. 2 and the Sch. 

The words “or that Act as modified by” omitted by the A. O. 1950. 

Now see the Navy Act, 1957 (62 of 1957). 

. Subs. by Act 14 of 1932, s. 130 and the Sch., for “or the Air Force Act”. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “the Indian Air Force Act, 1932”. 

. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “or sailor”. 

. Subs. by s. 2 and the First Sch., ibid., for “or Navy”. 

10. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Queen”. 

11. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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"138A. [Application of foregoing sections to the Indian Marine Service.] Rep. by the Amending Act, 
1934 (35 of 1934), s. 2 and Sch. 


139. Persons subject to certain Acts —No person subject to *[the Army Act, *[the Army Act, 1950 
(46 of 1950)], the Naval Discipline Act, “Ps Tthe Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 1934 (34 of 1934)], 
the Air Force Act or *Tthe Air Force Act, 1950 (45 of 1950)]]], is subject to punishment under this Code 
Code for any of the offences defined in this Chapter. 


140. Wearing garb or carrying token used by soldier, sailor or airman.—Whoever, not being a 
soldier, *Tsailor or airman] in the Military, ‘Naval or Air] service of the ''TGovernment of India], wears 
any garb or carries any token resembling any garb or token used by such a soldier, *[sailor or airman] with 
the intention that it may be believed that he is such a soldier, *[sailor or airman], shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER VIII 
OFOFFENCES AGAINSTTHE PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY 


141. Unlawful assembly—An assembly of five or more persons is designated an “unlawful 
assembly”, if the common object of the persons composing that assembly is— 


First—To overawe by criminal force, or show of criminal force, '*[the Central or any State 
Government or Parliament or the Legislature of any State], or any public servant in the exercise of the 
lawful power of such public servant; or 


Second.—To resist the execution of any law, or of any legal process; or 
Third.—To commit any mischief or criminal trespass, or other offence; or 


Fourth—By means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to any person, to take or obtain 
possession of any property, or to deprive any person of the enjoyment of a right of way, or of the use of 
water or other incorporeal right of which he is in possession or enjoyment, or to enforce any right or 
supposed right; or 


Fifth.—By means of criminal force, or show of criminal force, to compel any person to do what he is 
not legally bound to do, or to omit to do what he is legally entitled to do. 


Explanation.—An assembly which was not unlawful when it assembled, may subsequently become 
an unlawful assembly. 


142. Being member of unlawful assembly—Whoever, being aware of facts which render any 
assembly an unlawful assembly, intentionally joins that assembly, or continues in it, is said to be a 
member of an unlawful assembly. 


143. Punishment——Whoever is a member of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


144. Joining unlawful assembly armed with deadly weapon——Whoever, being armed with any 
deadly weapon, or with anything which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, is a 
member of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


— 


. Ins. by Act 14 of 1887, s. 79. 

. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “any Articles of War for the Army of Navy of the Queen, or for any part of 
such Army or Navy”. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “the Indian Army Act, 1911”. 

. Ins. by Act 35 of 1934, s. 2 and the Sch. 

. The words “or that Act as modified by” omitted by the A. O. 1950. 

. Now see the Navy Act, 1957 (62 of 1957). 

. Subs. by Act 14 of 1932, s. 130 and Sch., for “or the Air Force Act”. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “the Indian Air Force Act, 1932”. 

. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “or sailor”. 

10. Subs. by s. 2 and the First Sch., ibid., for “or Naval”. 

11. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Queen”. 

12. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “the Central or any Provincial Government or Legislature”. 
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145. Joining or continuing in unlawful assembly, knowing it has been commanded to 
disperse —Whoever joins or continues in an unlawful assembly, knowing that such unlawful assembly 
has been commanded in the manner prescribed by law to disperse, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extent to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


146. Rioting —Whenever force or violence is used by an unlawful assembly, or by any member 
thereof, in prosecution of the common object of such assembly, every member of such assembly is guilty 
of the offence of rioting. 


147. Punishment for rioting —Whoever is guilty of rioting, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


148. Rioting, armed with deadly weapon.—Whoever is guilty of rioting, being armed with a deadly 
weapon or with anything which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


149, Every member of unlawful assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common 
object —If an offence is committed by any member of an unlawful assembly in prosecution of the 
common object of that assembly, or such as the members of that assembly knew to be likely to be 
committed in prosecution of that object, every person who, at the time of the committing of that offence, 
is amember of the same assembly, is guilty of that offence. 


150. Hiring, or conniving at hiring, of persons to join unlawful assembly. Whoever hires or 
engages, or employs, or promotes, or connives at the hiring, engagement or employment of any person to 
join or become a member of any unlawful assembly, shall be punishable as a member of such unlawful 
assembly, and for any offence which may be committed by any such person as a member of such 
unlawful assembly in pursuance of such hiring, engagement or employment, in the same manner as if he 
had been a member of such unlawful assembly, or himself had committed such offence. 


151. Knowingly joining or continuing in assembly of five or more persons after it has been 
commanded to disperse—Whoever knowingly joins or continues in any assembly of five or more 
persons likely to cause a disturbance of the public peace, after such assembly has been lawfully 
commanded to disperse, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—If the assembly is an unlawful assembly within the meaning of section 141, the 
offender will be punishable under section 145. 


152. Assaulting or obstructing public servant when suppressing riot, etc —Whoever assaults or 
threatens to assault, or obstructs or attempts to obstruct, any public servant in the discharge of his duty as 
such public servant, in endeavouring to disperse an unlawful assembly, or to suppress a riot or affray, or 
uses, or threatens, or attempts to use criminal force to such public servant, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


153. Wantonly giving provocation with intent to cause riot—if rioting be committed; if not 
committed.—Whoever malignantly, or wantonly by doing anything which is illegal, gives provocation to 
any person intending or knowing it to be likely that such provocation will cause the offence of rioting to 
be committed, shall, if the offence of rioting be committed in consequence of such provocation, be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both; and if the offence of rioting be not committed, with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


'[153A. Promoting enmity between different groups on ground of religion, race, place of birth, 
residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of harmony.—(/) Whoever— 


(a) by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise, 
promotes or attempts to promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, 
caste or community or any other ground whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill- 
will between different religious, racials, language or regional groups or castes or communities, or 


1. Subs. by Act 35 of 1969, s. 2, for section 153A. 
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(b) commits any act which is prejudicial to the maintenance of harmony between different 
religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities, and which disturbs or is likely 
to disturb the public tranquillity, '[or] 


'[(c) organizes any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity intending that the 
participants in such activity shall use or be trained to use criminal force or violence or knowing it to 
be likely that the participants in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, 
or participates in such activity intending to use or be trained to use criminal force or violence or 
knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal force 
or violence, against any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community and such 
activity for any reason whatsoever causes or is likely to cause fear or alarm or a feeling of insecurity 
amongst members of such religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community, ] 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Offence committed in place of worship, ete Whoever commits an offence specified in 
sub-section (/) in any place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious 
worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years 
and shall also be liable to fine. | 


7[153AA. Punishment for knowingly carrying arms in any procession or organising, or holding 
or taking part in any mass drill or mass training with arms— Whoever knowingly carries arms in any 
procession or organizes or holds or takes part in any mass drill or mass training with arms in any public 
place in contravention of any public notice or order issued or made under section 144A of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974) shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to six months and with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees. 


Explanation.—“Arms” means articles of any description designed or adapted as weapons for offence 
or defence and includes firearms, sharp edged weapons, lathis, dandas and sticks]. 


'[153B. Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national integration—(/) Whoever, by words 
either spoken or written or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise,— 


(a) makes or publishes any imputation that any class of persons cannot, by reason of their being 
members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community, bear true faith 
and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law established or uphold the sovereignty and 
integrity of India, or 


(b) asserts, counsels, advises, propagates or publishes that any class of persons shall, by reason of 
their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community, be 
denied, or deprived of their rights as citizens of India, or 


(c) makes or publishes and assertion, counsel, plea or appeal concerning the obligation of any 
class of persons, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional group 
or caste or community, and such assertion, counsel, plea or appeal causes or is likely to cause 
disharmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or ill-will between such members and other persons, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (/) in any place of worship or in any 
assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with 
imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine. ] 


154. Owner or occupier of land on which an unlawful assembly is held —Whenever any unlawful 
assembly or riot takes place, the owner or occupier of the land upon which such unlawful assembly is 
held, or such riot is committed, and any person having or claiming an interest in such land, shall be 
punishable with fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, if he or his agent or manager, knowing that such 
offence is being or has been committed, or having reason to believe it is likely to be committed, do not 
give the earliest notice thereof in his or their power to the principal officer at the nearest police-station, 


1. Ins. by Act 31 of 1972, s. 2. 
2. Ins. by Act 25 of 2005, s. 44 (w.e.f. 23-6-2005). 
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and do not, in the case of his or their having reason to believe that it was about to be committed, use all 
lawful means in his or their power to prevent it and, in the event of its taking place, do not use all lawful 
means in his or their power to disperse or suppress the riot or unlawful assembly. 


155. Liability of person for whose benefit riot is committed —Whenever a riot is committed for 
the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot 
takes place or who claims any interest in such land, or in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the 
riot, or who has accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, such person shall be punishable with fine, if 
he or his agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was likely to be committed or that the 
unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not respectively use all 
lawful means in his or their power to prevent such assembly or riot from taking place, and for suppressing 
and dispersing the same. 


156. Liability of agent of owner or occupier for whose benefit riot is committed —Whenever a 
riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the owner or occupier of any land 
respecting which such riot takes place, or who claims any interest in such land, or in the subject of any 
dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, 


the agent or manager of such person shall be punishable with fine, if such agent or manager, having 
reason to believe that such riot was likely to be committed, or that the unlawful assembly by which such 
riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not use all lawful means in his power to prevent such riot 
or assembly from taking place and for suppressing and dispersing the same. 


157. Harbouring persons hired for an unlawful assembly.—Whoever harbours, receives or 
assembles, in any house or premises in his occupation or charge, or under his control any persons 
knowing that such persons have been hired, engaged or employed, or are about to be hired, engaged or 
employed, to join or become members of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


158. Being hired to take part in an unlawful assembly or riot —Whoever is engaged, or hired, or 
offers or attempts to be hired or engaged, to do or assist in doing any of the acts specified in section 141, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or 
with fine, or with both, 


or to go armed.—and whoever, being so engaged or hired as aforesaid, goes armed, or engages or 
offers to go armed, with any deadly weapon or with anything which used as a weapon of offence is likely 
to cause death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
two years, or with fine, or with both. 


159. Affray —When two or more persons, by fighting in a public place, disturb the public peace, they 
are said to “commit an affray”’. 


160. Punishment for committing affray—Whoever commits an affray, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
extend to one hundred rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER Ix 
OFOFFENCES BY OR RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 
161 to 165A. Rep. by the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (49 of 1988), s. 31. 


166. Public servant disobeying law, with intent to cause injury to any person.—Whoever, being a 
public servant, knowingly disobeys any direction of the law as to the way in which he is to conduct 
himself as such public servant, intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will by such 
disobedience, cause injury to any person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


[ustration 


A, being an officer directed by law to take property in execution, in order to satisfy a decree pronounced in Z's favour by a 
Court of Justice, knowingly disobeys that direction of law, with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause injury to Z. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


43 


'[166A. Public servant disobeying direction under law —Whoever, being a public servant,— 


(a) knowingly disobeys any direction of the law which prohibits him from requiring the 
attendance at any place of any person for the purpose of investigation into an offence or any other 
matter, or 


(b) knowingly disobeys, to the prejudice of any person, any other direction of the law regulating 
the manner in which he shall conduct such investigation, or 


(c) fails to record any information given to him under sub-section (/) of section 154 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), in relation to cognizable offence punishable under section 
326A, section 326B, section 354, section 354B, section 370, section 370A, section 376, section 376A, 
section 376B, section 376C, section 376D, section 376E or section 509, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months but 
which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


166B. Punishment for non-treatment of victim.—Whoever, being in charge of a hospital, public or 
private, whether run by the Central Government, the State Government, local bodies or any other person, 
contravenes the provisions of section 357C of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine or with both.] 


167. Public servant framing an incorrect document with intent to cause injury —Whoever, being 
a public servant, and being, as “[such public servant, charged with the preparation or translation of any 
document or electronic record, frames, prepares or translates that document or electronic record] in a 
manner which he knows or believes to be incorrect, intending thereby to cause or knowing it to be likely 
that he may thereby cause injury to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


168. Public servant unlawfully engaging in trade—Whoever, being a public servant, and being 
legally bound as such public servant not to engage in trade, engages in trade, shall be punished with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


169. Public servant unlawfully buying or bidding for property —Whoever, being a public servant, 
and being legally bound as such public servant, not to purchase or bid for certain property, purchases or 
bids for that property, either in his own name or in the name of another, or jointly, or in shares with 
others, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both; and the property, if purchased, shall be confiscated. 


170. Personating a public servant—Whoever pretends to hold any particular office as a public 
servant, knowing that he does not hold such office or falsely personates any other person holding such 
office, and in such assumed character does or attempts to do any act under colour of such office, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


171. Wearing garb or carrying token used by public servant with fraudulent intent —Whoever, 
not belonging to a certain class of public servants, wears any garb or carries any token resembling any 
garb or token used by that class of public servants, with the intention that it may be believed, or with the 
knowledge that it is likely to be believed, that he belongs to that class of public servants, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with 
fine which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 


[CHAPTER IXA 
OF OFFENCESRELATING TO ELECTIONS 
171A. “Candidate”, “Electoral right” defined—For the purposes of this Chapter— 


“T(a) “candidate” means a person who has been nominated as a candidate at any election;] 


1. Ins. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 3 (w.e.f. 03-02-2013). 

2. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for certain words (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
3. Ins. by Act 39 of 1920, s. 2. 

4. Subs. by Act 40 of 1975, s. 9, for cl. (a). 
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(b) “electoral right” means the right of a person to stand, or not to stand as, or to withdraw from 
being, a candidate or to vote or refrain from voting at an election. 


171B. Bribery.—(/) Whoever— 


(i) gives a gratification to any person with the object of inducing him or any other person to 
exercise any electoral right or of rewarding any person for having exercised any such right; or 


(ii) accepts either for himself or for any other person any gratification as a reward for exercising 
any such right or for inducing or attempting to induce any other person to exercise any such right, 


commits the offence of bribery: 


Provided that a declaration of public policy or a promise of public action shall not be an offence 
under this section. 


(2) A person who offers, or agrees to give, or offers or attempts to procure, a gratification shall be 
deemed to give a gratification. 


(3) A person who obtains or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain a gratification shall be deemed to 
accept a gratification, and a person who accepts a gratification as a motive for doing what he does not 
intend to do, or as a reward for doing what he has not done, shall be deemed to have accepted the 
gratification as a reward. 


171C. Undue influence at elections—(/) Whoever voluntarily interferes or attempts to interfere 
with the free exercise of any electoral right commits the offence of undue influence at an election. 


(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section (/), whoever— 


(a) threatens any candidate or voter, or any person in whom a candidate or voter is interested, 
with injury of any kind, or 


(b) induces or attempts to induce a candidate or voter to believe that he or any person in whom he 
is interested will become or will be rendered an object of Divine displeasure or of spiritual censure, 


shall be deemed to interfere with the free exercise of the electoral right of such candidate or voter, within 
the meaning of sub-section (J). 


(3) A declaration of public policy or a promise of public action or the mere exercise or a legal right 
without intent to interfere with an electoral right, shall not be deemed to be interference within the 
meaning of this section. 


171D. Personation at elections —Whoever at an election applies for a voting paper on votes in the 
name of any other person, whether living or dead, or in a fictitious name, or who having voted once at 
such election applies at the same election for a voting paper in his own name, and whoever abets, 
procures or attempts to procure the voting by any person in any such way, commits the offence of 
personation at an election. 


'[Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to a person who has been authorised to vote as 
proxy for an elector under any law for the time being in force in so far as he votes as a proxy for such 
elector. | 


171E. Punishment for bribery —Whoever commits the offence of bribery shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both: 


Provided that bribery by treating shall be punished with fine only. 


Explanation.—‘Treating” means that form of bribery where the gratification consists in food, drink, 
entertainment, or provision. 


171F. Punishment for undue influence or personation at an election—Whoever commits the 
offence of undue influence or personation at an election shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year or with fine, or with both. 


1. The proviso ins. by Act 24 of 2003, s. 5 (w.e.f. 22-9-2003). 
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171G. False statement in connection with an election —Whoever with intent to affect the result of 
an election makes or publishes any statement purporting to be a statement of fact which is false and which 
he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be true, in relation to the personal character 
or conduct of any candidate shall be punished with fine. 


171H. Illegal payments in connection with an election —Whoever without the general or special 
authority in writing of a candidate incurs or authorises expenses on account of the holding of any public 
meeting, or upon any advertisement, circular or publication, or in any other way whatsoever for the 
purpose of promoting or procuring the election of such candidate, shall be punished with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees: 


Provided that if any person having incurred any such expenses not exceeding the amount of ten 
rupees without authority obtains within ten days from the date on which such expenses were incurred the 
approval in writing of the candidate, he shall be deemed to have incurred such expenses with the authority 
of the candidate. 


171-I. Failure to keep election accounts —Whoever being required by any law for the time being in 
force or any rule having the force of law to keep accounts of expenses incurred at or in connection with an 
election fails to keep such accounts shall be punished with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. ] 


CHAPTER X 
OF CONTEMPTSOF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITYOF PUBLIC SERVANTS 


172. Absconding to avoid service of summons or other proceeding.—Whoever absconds in order 
to avoid being served with a summons, notice or order proceeding from any public servant legally 
competent, as such public servant, to issue such summons, notice or order, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both; 


or, if the summons or notice or order is to attend in person or by agent, or to '[produce a document or 
an electronic record in a Court of Justice], with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


173. Preventing service of summons or other proceeding, or preventing publication thereof — 
Whoever in any manner intentionally prevents the serving on himself, or on any other person, of any 
summons, notice or order proceeding from any public servant legally competent, as such public servant, 
to issue such summons, notice or order, 


or intentionally prevents the lawful affixing to any place of any such summons, notice or order, 


or intentionally removes any such summons, notice or order from any place to which it is lawfully 
affixed, 


or intentionally prevents the lawful making of any proclamation, under the authority of any public 
servant legally competent, as such public servant, to direct such proclamation to be made, 


shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine 
which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both; 


or, if the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in person or by agent, or “[to produce a 
document or electronic record in a Court of Justice] with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


174. Non-attendance in obedience to an order from public servant—Whoever, being legally 
bound to attend in person or by an agent at a certain place and time in obedience to a summons, notice, 
order, or proclamation proceeding from any public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to 
issue the same, 


intentionally omits to attend at that place or time, or departs from the place where he is bound to 
attend before the time at which it is lawful for him to depart, 


1. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for “produce a document in a Court of Justice” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
2. Subs. by s. 91 and the First Sch., ibid., for “to produce a document in a Court of Justice” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
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shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine 
which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both; 


or, if the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in person or by agent in a Court of 
Justice, with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, being legally bound to appear before the '[High Court] at Calcutta, in obedience to a subpoena issuing from that 
Court, intentionally omits to appear. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A, being legally bound to appear before a *[District Judge], as a witness, in obedience to a summons issued by that 
*[District Judge] intentionally omits to appear. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


3[174A .Non-appearance in response to a proclamation under section 82 of Act 2 of 1974.— 
Whoever fails to appear at the specified place and the specified time as required by a proclamation 
published under sub-section (/) of section 82 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine or with both, and where a 
declaration has been made under sub-section (4) of that section pronouncing him as a proclaimed 
offender, he shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and shall 
also be liable to fine. ] 


175. Omission to produce document to public servant by person legally bound to produce it.— 
Whoever, being legally bound to produce or deliver up any “[document or electronic record] to any public 
servant, as such, intentionally omits so to produce or deliver up the same, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both; 


or, if the “[document or electronic record] is to be produced or delivered up to a Court of Justice, with 
simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustration 


A, being legally bound to produce a document before a *[District Court], intentionally omits to produce the same. A has 
committed the offence defined in this section. 


176. Omission to give notice or information to public servant by person legally bound to give 
it—Whoever, being legally bound to give any notice or to furnish information on any subject to any 
public servant, as such, intentionally omits to give such notice or to furnish such information in the 
manner and at the time required by law, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both; 


or, if the notice or information required to be given respects the commission of an offence, or is 
required for the purpose of preventing the commission of an offence, or in order to the apprehension of an 
offender, with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both; 


‘lor, if the notice or information required to be given is required by an order passed under 
sub-section (/) of section 565 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (5 of 1898), with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees, or with both.] 


177. Furnishing false information —Whoever, being legally bound to furnish information on any 
subject to any public servant, as such, furnishes, as true, information on the subject which he knows or 
has reason to believe to be false shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both; 


1. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Supreme Court”. 

2. Subs. ibid., for “Zila Judge”. 

3. Ins. by Act 25 of 2005, s. 44 (w.e.f. 23-6-2005). 

4. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for “document” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
5. Subs. by the A.O. 1950, for “Zila Court”. 

6. Added by Act 22 of 1939, s. 2. 
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or, if the information which he is legally bound to give respects the commission of an offence, or is 
required for the purpose of preventing the commission of an offence, or in order to the apprehension of an 
offender, with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, a landholder, knowing of the commission of a murder within the limits of his estate, wilfully misinforms the 
Magistrate of the district that the death has occurred by accident in consequence of the bite of a snake. A is guilty of the offence 
defined in this section. 


(b) A, a village watchman, knowing that a considerable body of strangers has passed through his village in order to commit 
a dacoity in the house of Z, a wealthy merchant residing in a neighbouring place, and being bound under clause 5, section VII, 
‘Regulation II, 1821, of the Bengal Code, to give early and punctual information of the above fact to the officer of the nearest 
police-station, wilfully misinforms the police officer that a body of suspicious characters passed through the village with a view 
to commit dacoity in a certain distant place in a different direction. Here A is guilty of the offence defined in the latter part of this 
section. 


*[Explanation—In section 176 and in this section the word “offence” includes any act committed at 
any place out of *[India], which, if committed in “[India], would be punishable under any of the following 
sections, namely, 302, 304, 382, 392, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399, 402, 435, 436, 449, 450, 457, 
458, 459 and 460; and the word “offender” includes any person who is alleged to have been guilty of any 
such act. ] 


178. Refusing oath or affirmation when duly required by public servant to make it—Whoever 
refuses to bind himself by an oath “for affirmation] to state the truth, when required so to bind himself by 
a public servant legally competent to require that he shall so bind himself, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


179. Refusing to answer public servant authorised to question Whoever, being legally bound to 
state the truth on any subject to any public servant, refuses to answer any question demanded of him 
touching that subject by such public servant in the exercise of the legal powers of such public servant, 
shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


180. Refusing to sign statement—Whoever refuses to sign any statement made by him, when 
required to sign that statement by a public servant legally competent to require that he shall sign that 
statement, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or 
with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


181. False statement on oath or affirmation to public servant or person authorised to 
administer an oath or affirmation —Whoever, being legally bound by an oath “[or affirmation] to state 
the truth on any subject to any public servant or other person authorized by law to administer such oath 
“(or affirmation], makes, to such public servant or other person as aforesaid, touching that subject, any 
statement which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be true, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


°[182. False information, with intent to cause public servant to use his lawful power to the 
injury of another person—Whoever gives to any public servant any information which he knows or 
believes to be false, intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, such 
public servant— 


(a) to do or omit anything which such public servant ought not to do or omit if the true state of 
facts respecting which such information is given were known by him, or 


(b) to use the lawful power of such public servant to the injury or annoyance of any person, 


1. Rep. by Act 17 of 1862, s. VIT and Sch. 

2. Added by Act 3 of 1894, s. 5. 

3. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

4. Ins. by Act 10 of 1873, s. 15. 

5. Subs. by Act 3 of 1895, s. 1, for section 182. 
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shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or 
with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A informs a Magistrate that Z, a police-officer, subordinate to such Magistrate, has been guilty of neglect of duty or 
misconduct, knowing such information to be false, and knowing it to be likely that the information will cause the Magistrate to 
dismiss Z. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A falsely informs a public servant that Z has contraband salt in a secret place, knowing such information to be false, and 
knowing that it is likely that the consequence of the information will be a search of Z's premises, attended with annoyance to Z. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(c) A falsely informs a policeman that he has been assaulted and robbed in the neighbourhood of a particular village. He 
does not mention the name of any person as one of his assailants, but knows it to be likely that in consequence of this information 
the police will make enquiries and institute searches in the village to the annoyance of the villagers or some of them. A has 
committed an offence under this section.] 


183. Resistance to the taking of property by the lawful authority of a public servant —Whoever 
offers any resistance to the taking of any property by the lawful authority of any public servant, knowing 
or having reason to believe that he is such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


184. Obstructing sale of property offered for sale by authority of public servant Whoever 
intentionally obstructs any sale of property offered for sale by the lawful authority of any public servant, 
as such, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one 
month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


185. Illegal purchase or bid for property offered for sale by authority of public servant.— 
Whoever, at any sale of property held by the lawful authority of a public servant, as such, purchases or 
bids for any property on account of any person, whether himself or any other, whom he knows to be 
under a legal incapacity to purchase that property at that sale, or bids for such property not intending to 
perform the obligations under which he lays himself by such bidding, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 


186. Obstructing public servant in discharge of public functions —Whoever voluntarily obstructs 
any public servant in the discharge of his public functions, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both. 


187. Omission to assist public servant when bound by law to give assistance —Whoever, being 
bound by law to render or furnish assistance to any public servant in the execution of his public duty, 
intentionally omits to give such assistance, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both; 


and if such assistance be demanded of him by a public servant legally competent to make such 
demand for the purposes of executing any process lawfully issued by a Court of Justice, or of preventing 
the commission of an offence, or suppressing a riot, or affray, or of apprehending a person charged with 
or guilty of an offence, or of having escaped from lawful custody, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both. 


188. Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant —Whoever, knowing that, by an 
order promulgated by a public servant lawfully empowered to promulgate such order, he is directed to 
abstain from a certain act, or to take certain order with certain property in his possession or under his 
management, disobeys such direction, 


shall, if such disobedience causes or tends to cause obstruction, annoyance or injury, or risk of 
obstruction, annoyance or injury, to any persons lawfully employed, be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month or with fine which may extend to two hundred 
rupees, or with both; 
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and if such disobedience causes or tends to cause danger to human life, health or safety, or causes or 
tends to cause a riot or affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—It is not necessary that the offender should intend to produce harm, or contemplate his 
disobedience as likely to produce harm. It is sufficient that he knows of the order which he disobeys, and 
that his disobedience produces, or is likely to produce, harm. 


Illustration 


An order is promulgated by a public servant lawfully empowered to promulgate such order, directing that a religious 
procession shall not pass down a certain street. A knowingly disobeys the order, and thereby causes danger of riot. A has 
committed the offence defined in this section. 


189. Threat of injury to public servant—Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any public 
servant, or to any person in whom he believes that public servant to be interested, for the purpose of 
inducing that public servant to do any act, or to forbear or delay to do any act, connected with the exercise 
of the public functions of such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


190. Threat of injury to induce person to refrain from applying for protection to public 
servant.—Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any person for the purpose of inducing that person to 
refrain or desist from making a legal application for protection against any injury to any public servant 
legally empowered as such to give such protection, or to cause such protection to be given, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both. 


CHAPTER XI 
OF FALSE EVIDENCEAND OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE 


191. Giving false evidence.—Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or by an express provision of 
law to state the truth, or being bound by law to make a declaration upon any subject, makes any statement 
which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be true, is said to 
give false evidence. 


Explanation! .—A statement is within the meaning of this section, whether it is made verbally or 
otherwise. 


Explanation 2.—A false statement as to the belief of the person attesting is within the meaning of this 
section, and a person may be guilty of giving false evidence by stating that he believes a thing which he 
does not believe, as well as by stating that he knows a thing which he does not know. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, in support of a just claim which B has against Z for one thousand rupees, falsely swears on a trial that he heard Z 
admit the justice of B's claim. A has given false evidence. 


(b) A, being bound by an oath to state the truth, states that he believes a certain signature to be the handwriting of Z, when 
he does not believe it to be the handwriting of Z. Here A states that which he knows to be false, and therefore gives false 
evidence. 


(c) A, knowing the general character of Z's handwriting, states that he believes a certain signature to be the handwriting of 
Z; A in good faith believing it to be so. Here A's statement is merely as to his belief, and is true as to his belief, and therefore, 
although the signature may not be the handwriting of Z, A has not given false evidence. 


(d) A, being bound by an oath to state the truth, states that he knows that Z was at a particular place on a particular day, not 
knowing anything upon the subject. A gives false evidence whether Z was at that place on the day named or not. 


(e) A, an interpreter or translator, gives or certifies as a true interpretation or translation of a statement or document which 
he is bound by oath to interpret or translate truly, that which is not and which he does not believe to be a true interpretation or 
translation. A has given false evidence. 


192. Fabricating false evidence —Whoever causes any circumstance to exist or '[makes any false 
entry in any book or record, or electronic record or makes any document or electronic record containing a 
false statement,] intending that such circumstance, false entry or false statement may appear in evidence 


1. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for certain words (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
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in a judicial proceeding, or in a proceeding taken by law before a public servant as such, or before an 
arbitrator, and that such circumstance, false entry or false statement, so appearing in evidence, may cause 
any person who in such proceeding is to form an opinion upon the evidence, to entertain an erroneous 
opinion touching any point material to the result of such proceeding is said “to fabricate false evidence”’. 


Illustrations 


(a) A puts jewels into a box belonging to Z, with the intention that they may be found in that box, and that this circumstance 
may cause Z to be convicted of theft. A has fabricated false evidence. 


(b) A makes a false entry in his shop-book for the purpose of using it as corroborative evidence in a Court of Justice. A has 
fabricated false evidence. 


(c) A, with the intention of causing Z to be convicted of a criminal conspiracy, writes a letter in imitation of Z's handwriting, 
purporting to be addressed to an accomplice in such criminal conspiracy, and puts the letter in a place which he knows that the 
officers of the police are likely to search. A has fabricated false evidence. 


193. Punishment for false evidence ——Whoever intentionally gives false evidence in any of a 
judicial proceeding, or fabricates false evidence for the purpose of being used in any stage of a judicial 
proceeding, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


and whoever intentionally gives or fabricates false evidence in any other case, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


Explanation 1 —A trial before a Court-martial'***is a judicial proceeding. 


Explanation 2.—An investigation directed by law preliminary to a proceeding before a Court of 
Justice, is a stage of a judicial proceeding, though that investigation may not take place before a Court of 
Justice. 


Illustration 


A, in an enquiry before a Magistrate for the purpose of ascertaining whether Z ought to be committed for trial, makes on 
oath a statement which he knows to be false. As this enquiry is a stage of a judicial proceeding, A as given false evidence. 


Explanation 3.—An investigation directed by a Court of Justice according to law, and conducted 
under the authority of a Court of Justice, is a stage of a judicial proceeding, though that investigation may 
not take place before a Court of Justice. 


Illustration 


A, in an enquiry before an officer deputed by a Court of Justice to ascertain on the spot the boundaries of land, makes on 
oath a statement which he knows to be false. As this enquiry is a stage of a judicial proceeding, A has given false evidence. 


194. Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure conviction of capital offence — 
Whoever gives or fabricates false evidence, intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he 
will thereby cause, any person to be convicted of an offence which is capital *[by the law for the time 
being in force in *[India]] shall be punished with “[imprisonment for life], or with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


If innocent person be thereby convicted and executed.—and if an innocent person be convicted 
and executed in consequence of such false evidence, the person who gives such false evidence shall be 
punished either with death or the punishment hereinbefore described. 


195. Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to procure conviction of offence punishable 
with imprisonment for life or imprisonment.—Whoever gives or fabricates false evidence intending 
thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, any person to be convicted of an 
offence which *[by the law for the time being in force in “[India]] is not capital, but punishable with 
“[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment for a term of seven years or upwards, shall be punished as a 
person convicted of that offence would be liable to be punished. 


1. The words “or before a Military Court of Request” rep. by Act 13 of 1889, s. 2 and Sch. 

2. Subs. by the A.O. 1948, for “by the law of British India or England”. 

3. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “the States”. 

4. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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Illustration 


A gives false evidence before a Court of Justice, intending thereby to cause Z to be convicted of a dacoity. The punishment 
of dacoity is '[imprisonment for life], or rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, with or without fine. 
A, therefore, is liable to *[imprisonment for life] or imprisonment, with or without fine. 


3[195A. Threatening any person to give false evidence—Whoever threatens another with any 
injury to his person, reputation or property or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person 
is interested, with intent to cause that person to give false evidence shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both; 


and if innocent person is convicted and sentenced in consequence of such false evidence, with death 
or imprisonment for more than seven years, the person who threatens shall be punished with the same 
punishment and sentence in the same manner and to the same extent such innocent person is punished and 
sentenced. ] 


196. Using evidence known to be false—Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true or 
genuine evidence any evidence which he knows to be false or fabricated, shall be punished in the same 
manner as if he gave or fabricated false evidence. 


197. Issuing or signing false certificate —Whoever issues or signs any certificate required by law to 
be given or signed, or relating to any fact of which such certificate is by law admissible in evidence, 
knowing or believing that such certificate is false in any material point, shall be punished in the same 
manner as if he gave false evidence. 


198. Using as true a certificate known to be false —Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use any 
such certificate as a true certificate, knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be punished 
in the same manner as if he gave false evidence. 


199. False statement made in declaration which is by law receivable as evidence.—Whoever, in 
any declaration made or subscribed by him, which declaration any Court of Justice, or any public servant 
or other person, is bound or authorised by law to receive as evidence of any fact, makes any statement 
which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be false or does not believe to be true, touching 
any point material to the object for which the declaration is made or used, shall be punished in the same 
manner as if he gave false evidence. 


200. Using as true such declaration knowing it to be false —Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to 
use as true any such declaration, knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be punished in 
the same manner as if he gave false evidence. 


Explanation.—A declaration which is inadmissible merely upon the ground of some informality, is a 
declaration within the meaning of sections 199 and 200. 


201. Causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false information to screen 
offender —Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been committed, causes 
any evidence of the commission of that offence to disappear, with the intention of screening the offender 
from legal punishment, or with that intention gives any information respecting the offence which he 
knows or believes to be false, 


if a capital offence —shall, if the offence which he knows or believes to have been committed is 
punishable with death be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if punishable with imprisonment for life —and if the offence is punishable with '[imprisonment for 
life], or with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if punishable with less than ten years’ imprisonment.—and if the offence is punishable with 
imprisonment for any term not extending to ten years, shall be punished with imprisonment of the 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
2. Subs. by s. 117 and the Sch., ibid., for “such transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
3. Ins. by Act 2 of 2006, s. 2 (w.e.f. 16-4-2006). 
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description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term 
of the imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration 


A, knowing that B has murdered Z, assists B to hide the body with the intention of screening B from punishment. A is liable 
to imprisonment of either description for seven years, and also to fine. 


202. Intentional omission to give information of offence by person bound to inform.—Whoever, 
knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been committed, intentionally omits to give any 
information respecting that offence which he is legally bound to give, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


203. Giving false information respecting an offence committed.—Whoever, knowing or having 
reason to believe that an offence has been committed, gives any information respecting that offence which 
he knows or believes to be false, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


'LExplanation—In sections 201 and 202 and in this section the word “offence” includes any act 
committed at any place out of *[India], which, if committed in *[India], would be punishable under any of 
the following sections, namely, 302, 304, 382, 392, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399, 402, 435, 436, 449, 
450, 457, 458, 459 and 460.] 


204. Destruction of document to prevent its production as evidence—Whoever secretes or 
destroys any *[document and electronic record] which he may be lawfully compelled to produce as 
evidence in a Court of Justice, or in any proceeding lawfully held before a public servant, as such, or 
obliterates or renders illegible the whole or any part of such *[document or electronic record] with the 
intention of preventing the same from being produced or used as evidence before such Court or public 
servant as aforesaid, or after he shall have been lawfully summoned or required to produce the same for 
that purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
two years, or with fine, or with both. 


205. False personation for purpose of act or proceeding in suit or prosecution.—Whoever falsely 
personates another, and in such assumed character makes any admission or statement, or confesses 
judgment, or causes any process to be issued or becomes bail or security, or does any other act in any suit 
or criminal prosecution, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


206. Fraudulent removal or concealment of property to prevent its seizure as forfeited or in 
execution —Whoever fraudulently removes, conceals, transfers or delivers to any person any property or 
any interest therein, intending thereby to prevent that property or interest therein from being taken as a 
forfeiture or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been pronounced, or which he knows to 
be likely to be pronounced, by a Court of Justice or other competent authority, or from being taken in 
execution of a decree or order which has been made, or which he knows to be likely to be made by a 
Court of Justice in a civil suit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years or with fine, or with both. 


207. Fraudulent claim to property to prevent its seizure as forfeited or in execution —Whoever 
fraudulently accepts, receives or claims any property or any interest therein, knowing that he has no right 
or rightful claim to such property or interest, or practices any deception touching any right to any property 
or any interest therein, intending thereby to prevent that property or interest therein from being taken as a 
forfeiture or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been pronounced, or which he knows to 
be likely to be pronounced by a Court of Justice or other competent authority, or from being taken in 
execution of a decree or order which has been made, or which he knows to be likely to be made by a 
Court of Justice in a civil suit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


1. Added by Act 3 of 1894, s. 6. 

2. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

3. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for “document” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
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208. Fraudulently suffering decree for sum not due—Whoever fraudulently causes or suffers a 
decree or order to be passed against him at the suit of any person for a sum not due or for a larger sum 
than is due to such person or for any property or interest in property to which such person is not entitled, 
or fraudulently causes or suffers a decree or order to be executed against him after it has been satisfied, or 
for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration 


A institutes a suit against Z. Z, knowing that A is likely to obtain a decree against him, fraudulently 
suffers a judgment to pass against him for a larger amount at the suit of B, who has no just claim against 
him, in order that B, either on his own account or for the benefit of Z, may share in the proceeds of any 
sale of Z's property which may be made under A's decree. Z has committed an offence under this section. 


209. Dishonesty making false claim in Court —Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent 
to injure or annoy any person, makes in a Court of Justice any claim which he knows to be false, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


210. Fraudulently obtaining decree for sum not due.—Whoever fraudulently obtains a decree or 
order against any person for a sum not due, or for a larger sum than is due or for any property or interest 
in property to which he is not entitled, or fraudulently causes a decree or order to be executed against any 
person after it has been satisfied or for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, or fraudulently 
suffers or permits any such act to be done in his name, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


211. False charge of offence made with intent to injure -—Whoever, with intent to cause injury to 
any person, institutes or causes to be instituted any criminal proceeding against that person, or falsely 
charges any person with having committed an offence, knowing that there is no just or lawful ground for 
such proceeding or charge against that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; 


and if such criminal proceeding be instituted on a false charge of an offence punishable with death, 
‘[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment for seven years or upwards, shall be punishable with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


212. Harbouring offender—Whenever an offence has been committed, whoever harbours or 
conceals a person whom he knows or has reason to believe to be the offender, with the intention of 
screening him from legal punishment, 


if a capital offence.—shall, if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment.—and if the offence is punishable 
with '[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


and if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one year, and not to ten 
years, shall be punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a term which 
may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, 
or with both. 


*[“Offence” in this section includes any act committed at any place out of *[India], which, if 
committed in *TIndia], would be punishable under any of the following sections, namely, 302, 304, 382, 
392, 393, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398, 399, 402, 435, 436, 449, 450, 457, 458, 459 and 460; and every such 
act shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to be punishable as if the accused person had been 
guilty of it in *[India].] 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

2. Ins. by Act 3 of 1894, s. 7. 

3. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951 s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 
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Exception.—This provision shall not extend to any case in which the harbour or concealment is by the 
husband or wife of the offender. 


Illustration 


A, knowing that B has committed dacoity, knowingly conceals B in order to screen him from legal punishment. Here, as B 
is liable to '[imprisonment for life], A is liable to imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding three years, and is 
also liable to fine. 


213. Taking gift, etc., to screen an offender from punishment—Whoever accepts or attempts to 
obtain, or agrees to accept, any gratification for himself or any other person, or any restitution of property 
to himself or any other person, in consideration of his concealing an offence or of his screening any 
person from legal punishment for any offence, or of his not proceeding against any person for the purpose 
of bringing him to legal punishment, 


if a capital offence.—shall, if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment.—and if the offence is punishable 
with '[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


and if the offence is punishable with imprisonment not extending to ten years, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one fourth part 
of the longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


214. Offering gift or restoration of property in consideration of screening offender —Whoever 
gives or causes, or offers or agrees to give or cause, any gratification to any person, or “[restores or causes 
the restoration of] any property to any person, in consideration of that person's concealing an offence, or 
of his screening any person from legal punishment for any offence, or of his not proceeding against any 
person for the purpose of bringing him to legal punishment, 


if a capital offence.—shall, if the offence is punishable with death, be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment.—and if the offence is punishable 
with '[imprisonment for life] or with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to 
fine; 

and if the offence is punishable with imprisonment not extending to ten years, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part 
of the longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 


*[Exception—The provisions of sections 213 and 214 do not extend to any case in which the offence 
may lawfully be compounded. ] 


4x * * * * 


215. Taking gift to help to recover stolen property, etc.—Whoever takes or agrees or consents to 
take any gratification under pretence or on account of helping any person to recover any movable 
property of which he shall have been deprived by any offence punishable under this Code, shall, unless he 
uses all means in his power to cause the offender to be apprehended and convicted of the offence, be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


216. Harbouring offender who has escaped from custody or whose apprehension has been 
ordered.—Whenever any person convicted of a charged with an offence, being in lawful custody for that 
offence, escapes from such custody, 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
2. Subs. by Act 42 of 1953, s. 4 and the Third Sch., for “to restore or cause the restoration of”. 
3. Subs. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 6, for the original exception. 

4. Illustrations rep. by Act 10 of 1882, s. 2 and the First Sch. 
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or whenever a public servant, in the exercise of the lawful powers of such public servant, orders a 
certain person to be apprehended for an offence, whoever, knowing of such escape or order for 
apprehension, harbours or conceals that person with the intention of preventing him from being 
apprehended, shall be punished in the manner following, that is to say, 


if a capital offence—if the offence for which the person was in custody or is ordered to be 
apprehended is punishable with death, he shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment——if the offence is punishable 
with '[imprisonment for life] or imprisonment for ten years, he shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, with or without fine; 


and if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one year and not to ten 
years, he shall be punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the offence for a term 
which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of the imprisonment provided for such offence, 
or with fine, or with both. 


*[“Offence” in this section includes also any act or omission of which a person is alleged to have been 
guilty out of *[India], which, if he had been guilty of it in *[India], would have been punishable as an 
offence, and for which he is, under any law relating to extradition, ‘eek or otherwise, liable to be 
apprehended or detained in custody in *[India], and every such act or omission shall, for the purposes of 
this section, be deemed to be punishable as if the accused person had been guilty of it in *[India].] 


Exception.—The provision does not extend to the case in which the harbour or concealment is by the 
husband or wife of the person to be apprehended. 


°[216A. Penalty for harbouring robbers or dacoits—Whoever, knowing or having reason to 
believe that any persons are about to commit or have recently committed robbery or dacoity, harbours 
them or any of them, with the intention of facilitating the commission of such robbery or dacoity, or of 
screening them or any of them from punishment, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section it is immaterial whether the robbery or dacoity is 
intended to be committed, or has been committed, within or without *lIndia]. 


Exception.—This provision does not extend to the case in which the harbour is by the husband or 
wife of the offender. ] 


°[216B. Definition of “harbour” in sections 212, 216 and 216A.] Rep. by the Indian Penal Code 
(Amendment) Act, 1942 (8 of 1942), s. 3. 


217. Public servant disobeying direction of law with intent to save person from punishment or 
property from forfeiture —Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any direction of the 
law as to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such public servant, intending thereby to save, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal punishment, or subject him to a 
less punishment than that to which he is liable, or with intent to save, or knowing that he is likely thereby 
to save, any property from forfeiture or any charge to which it is liable by law, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


218. Public servant framing incorrect record or writing with intent to save person from 
punishment or property from forfeiture —Whoever, being a public servant, and being as such public 
servant, charged with the preparation of any record or other writing, frames that record or writing in a 
manner which he knows to be incorrect, with intent to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will 
thereby cause, loss or injury to the public or to any person, or with intent thereby to save, or knowing it to 
be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal punishment, or with intent to save, or knowing 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

2. Ins. by Act 10 of 1886, s. 23. 

3. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

4. The words “or under the Fugitive Offenders Act, 1881,” omitted by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch. 

5. Ins. by Act 3 of 1894, s. 8. 


56 


that he is likely thereby to save, any property from forfeiture or other charge to which it is liable by law, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or 
with fine, or with both. 


219. Public servant in judicial proceeding corruptly making report, etc., contrary to law. 
Whoever, being a public servant, corruptly or maliciously makes or pronounces in any stage of a judicial 
proceeding, any report, order, verdict, or decision which he knows to be contrary to law, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


220. Commitment for trial or confinement by person having authority who knows that he is 
acting contrary to law.—Whoever, being in any office which gives him legal authority to commit 
persons for trial or to confinement, or to keep persons in confinement, corruptly or maliciously commits 
any person for trial or to confinement, or keeps any person in confinement, in the exercise of that 
authority knowing that in so doing he is acting contrary to law, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


221. Intentional omission to apprehend on the part of public servant bound to apprehend.— 
Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public servant to apprehend or to keep in 
confinement any person charged with or liable to be apprehended for an offence, intentionally omits to 
apprehend such person, or intentionally suffers such person to escape, or intentionally aids such person in 
escaping or attempting to escape from such confinement, shall be punished as follows, that is to say:— 


with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, with or without 
fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to 
be apprehended for, an offence punishable with death; or 


with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, with or without 
fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to 
be apprehended for, an offence punishable with '[imprisonment for life] or imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to ten years; or 


with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, with or without 
fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to 
be apprehended for, an offence punishable with imprisonment for a term less than ten years. 


222. Intentional omission to apprehend on the part of public servant bound to apprehend 
person under sentence or lawfully committed —Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as 
such public servant to apprehend or to keep in confinement any person under sentence of a Court of 
Justice for any offence *[or lawfully committed to custody], intentionally omits to apprehend such person, 
or intentionally suffers such person to escape or intentionally aids such person in escaping or attempting 
to escape from such confinement, shall be punished as follows, that is to say:— 


with '[imprisonment for life] or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to fourteen years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been 
apprehended, is under sentence of death; or 


with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, with or without 
fine, if the person in confinement or who ought to have been apprehended, is subject, by a sentence of a 
Court of Justice, or by virtue of a commutation of such sentence, to '[imprisonment for life] **** “*** 
Ss &¢K5 OF imprisonment for a term of ten years, or upwards; or 


with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both, if the person in confinement or who ought to have been apprehended is subject by a sentence 
of a Court of Justice, to imprisonment for a term not extending to ten years [or if the person was lawfully 
committed to custody]. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
2. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 8. 

3. The words “or penal servitude for life” omitted by Act 17 of 1949, s. 2 (w.e.f. 6-4-1949). 

4. The words “or to” omitted by Act 36 of 1957, s. 3 and the Second Sch. 

5. The word “transportation” omitted by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch. (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
6. The words “or penal servitude” omitted by Act 17 of 1949, s. 2 (w.e.f. 6-4-1949). 
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223. Escape from confinement or custody negligently suffered by public servant—Whoever, 
being a public servant legally bound as such public servant to keep in confinement any person charged 
with or convicted of any offence '[or lawfully committed to custody], negligently suffers such person to 
escape from confinement, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
two years, or with fine, or with both. 


224. Resistance or obstruction by a person to his lawful apprehension.—Whoever intentionally 
offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful apprehension of himself for any offence with 
which he is charged or of which he has been convicted, or escapes or attempts to escape from any custody 
in which he is lawfully detained for any such offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—The punishment in this section is in addition to the punishment for which the person to 
be apprehended or detained in custody was liable for the offence with which he was charged, or of which 
he was convicted. 


225. Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension of another person Whoever intentionally 
offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful apprehension of any other person for an offence, 
or rescues or attempts to rescue any other person from any custody in which that person is lawfully 
detained for an offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; 


or, if the person to be apprehended, or the person rescued or attempted to be rescued, is charged with 
or liable to be apprehended for an offence punishable with *[imprisonment for life] or imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


or, if the person to be apprehended, or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is charged with or liable to 
be apprehended for an offence punishable with death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


or, if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is liable under the sentence 
of a Court of Justice, or by virtue of a commutation of such a sentence, to *[imprisonment for life], Sok 
‘ee 5 Or imprisonment, for a term of ten years, or upwards, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


or, if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is under sentence of death, 
shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life] or imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


°[225A. Omission to apprehend, or sufferance of escape, on part of public servant, in cases not 
otherwise, provided for—Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend, or to keep in confinement, any person in any case not provided for in section 221, section 222 
or section 223, or in any other law for the time being in force, omits to apprehend that person or suffers 
him to escape from confinement, shall be punished— 


(a) if he does so intentionally, with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, or with fine or with both; and 


(b) if he does so negligently, with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


225B. Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension, or escape or rescue in cases not 
otherwise provided for.—Whoever, in any case not provided for in section 224 or section 225 or in any 
other law for the time being in force, intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful 
apprehension of himself or of any other person, or escapes or attempts to escape from any custody in 


1. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 8. 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

3. The words “or to” omitted by Act 36 of 1957, s. 3 and the Second Sch. 

4. The word “transportation” omitted by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch. (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

5. The words “penal servitude” omitted by Act 17 of 1949, s. 2 (w.e.f. 6-4-1949). 

6. Subs. by Act 10 of 1886, s. 24(/), for section 225A which had been ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 9. 
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which he is lawfully detained, or rescues or attempts to rescue any other person from any custody in 
which that person is lawfully detained, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both.] 


226. [Unlawful return from transportation.] Rep. by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 
Act, 1955 (26 of 1955), s. 117 and the Sch (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 


227. Violation of condition of remission of punishment——Whoever, having accepted any 
conditional remission of punishment, knowingly violates any condition on which such remission was 
granted, shall be punished with the punishment to which he was originally sentenced, if he has already 
suffered no part of that punishment, and if he has suffered any part of that punishment, then with so much 
of that punishment as he has not already suffered. 


228. Intentional insult or interruption to public servant sitting in judicial proceeding —Whoever 
intentionally offers any insult, or causes any interruption to any public servant, while such public servant 
is sitting in any stage of a judicial proceeding, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


'[228A. Disclosure of identity of the victim of certain offences, etc.—(/) Whoever prints or 
publishes the name or any matter which may make known the identity of any person against whom an 
*Toffence under section 376, section 376A, section 376B, section 376C, section 376D or section 376E] is 
alleged or found to have been committed (hereafter in this section referred to as the victim) shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


(2) Nothing in sub-section (/) extends to any printing or publication of the name or any matter which 
may make known the identity of the victim if such printing or publication is— 


(a) by or under the order in writing of the officer-in-charge of the police station or the police 
officer making the investigation into such offence acting in good faith for the purposes of such 
investigation; or 


(b) by, or with the authorisation in writing of, the victim; or 


(c) where the victim is dead or minor or of unsound mind, by, or with the authorisation in writing 
of, the next of kin of the victim: 


Provided that no such authorisation shall be given by the next of kin to anybody other than the 
chairman or the secretary, by whatever name called, of any recognised welfare institution or organisation. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “recognised welfare institution or organisation” 
means a social welfare institution or organisationrecognised in this behalf by the Central or State 
Government. 


(3) Whoever prints or publishes any matter in relation to any proceeding before a court with respect to 
an offence referred to in sub-section (/) without the previous permission of such court shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


Explanation.—The printing or publication of the judgment of any High Court or the Supreme Court 
does not amount to an offence within the meaning of this section. ] 


229. Personation of a juror or assessor —Whoever, by personation or otherwise, shall intentionally 
cause, or knowingly suffer himself to be returned, empanelled or sworn as a juryman or assessor in any 
case in which he knows that he is not entitled by law to be so returned, empanelled or sworn, or knowing 
himself to have been so returned, empanelled or sworn contrary to law, shall voluntarily serve on such 
jury or as such assessor, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


1. Ins. by Act 43 of 1983, s. 2. 
2. Subs. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 4, for “offence under section 376, section 376A, section 376B, section 376C or section 376D” 
(w.e.f. 3-2-2013). 
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'[229A. Failure by person released on bail or bond to appear in court.—Whoever, having been 
charged with an offence and released on bail or on bond without sureties, fails without sufficient cause 
(the burden of proving which shall lie upon him), to appear in court in accordance with the terms of the 
bail or bond, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—The punishment under this section is— 


(a) in addition to the punishment to which the offender would be liable on a conviction for the 
offence with which he has been charged; and 


(b) without prejudice to the power of the court to order forfeiture of the bond. ] 


CHAPTER XII 
OF OFFENCES RELATINGTO COINAND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


230. “Coin” defined.— [Coin is metal used for the time being as money, and stamped and issued by 
the authority of some State or Sovereign Power in order to be so used. ] 


*[Indian coin.—Indian coin is metal stamped and issued by the authority of the Government of India 
in order to be used as money; and metal which has been so stamped and issued shall continue to be Indian 
coin for the purposes of this Chapter, notwithstanding that it may have ceased to be used as money. ] 


Illustrations 
(a) Cowries are not coin. 
(b) Lumps of unstamped copper, though used as money, are not coin. 
(c) Medals are not coin, inasmuch as they are not intended to be used as money. 
(d) The coin denominated as the Company's rupee is ‘[Indian coin]. 


*[(e) The “Farukhabad rupee”, which was formerly used as money under the authority of the Government of India, is 
®Indian coin] although it is no longer so used.] 


231. Counterfeiting coin Whoever counterfeits or knowingly performs any part of the process of 
counterfeiting coin, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A person commits this offence who intending to practise deception, or knowing it to 
be likely that deception will thereby be practised, causes a genuine coin to appear like a different coin. 


232. Counterfeiting Indian coin Whoever counterfeits, or knowingly performs any part of the 
process of counterfeiting “[Indian coin], shall be punished with "[imprisonment for life], or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


233. Making or selling instrument for counterfeiting coin——Whoever makes or mends, or 
performs any part of the process of making or mending, or buys, sells or disposes of, any die or 
instrument, for the purpose of being used, or knowing or having reason to believe that it is intended to be 
used, for the purpose of counterfeiting coin, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extended to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


234. Making or selling instrument for counterfeiting Indian coin —Whoever makes or mends, or 
performs any part of the process of making or mending or buys, sells or disposes of, any die or 
instrument, for the purpose of being used, or knowing or having reason to believe that it is intended to be 


1. Ins. by Act 25 of 2005, s. 44 (w.e.f. 23-6-2005). 

2. Subs. by Act 19 of 1872, s. 1, for the first paragraph. 

3. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for the second paragraph. 

4. Subs., ibid., for “the Queen’s coin”. 

5. Added by Act 6 of 1896, s. 1(2). 

6. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Queen’s coin” 

7. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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used, for the purpose of counterfeiting '[Indian coin], shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


235. Possession of instrument or material for the purpose of using the same for counterfeiting 
coin.—Whoever is in possession of any instrument or material, for the purpose of using the same for 
counterfeiting coin, or knowing or having reason to believe that the same is intended to be used for that 
purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


if Indian coin—and if the coin to be counterfeited is '[Indian coin], shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


236. Abetting in India the counterfeiting out of India of coin—Whoever, being within *TIndia] 
abets the counterfeiting of coin out of *[India] shall be punished in the same manner as if he abetted the 
counterfeiting of such coin within [India]. 


237. Import or export of counterfeit coin —Whoever imports into *TIndial, or exports therefrom, 
any counterfeit coin, knowing or having reason to believe that the same is counterfeit, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


238. Import or export of counterfeits of the Indian coin Whoever imports into *TIndia], or 
exports therefrom, any counterfeit coin, which he knows or has reason to believe to be a counterfeit of 
'{Indian coin], shall be punished with *[Imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


239. Delivery of coin, possessed with knowledge that it is counterfeit—Whoever, having any 
counterfeit coin, which at the time when he became possessed of it, he knew to be counterfeit, 
fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, delivers the same to any persons or attempts to 
induce any person to receive it, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


240. Delivery of Indian coin, possessed with knowledge that it is counterfeit Whoever, having 
any counterfeit coin which is a counterfeit of '{Indian coin], and which, at the time when he became 
possessed of it, he knew to be a counterfeit of '[Indian coin], fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be 
committed, delivers the same to any person, or attempts to induce any person to receive it, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


241. Delivery of coin as genuine, which, when first possessed, the deliverer did not know to be 
counterfeit —Whoever delivers to any other person as genuine, or attempts to induce any other person to 
receive as genuine, any counterfeit coin which he knows to be counterfeit, but which he did not know to 
be counterfeit at the time when he took it into his possession, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine to an amount which may extend 
to ten times the value of the coin counterfeited, or with both. 


Illustration 


A, a coiner, delivers counterfeit Company's rupees to his accomplice B, for the purpose of uttering 
them. B sells the rupees to C, another utterer, who buys them knowing them to be counterfeit. C pays 
away the rupees for goods to D, who receives them, not knowing them to be counterfeit. D, after 
receiving the rupees, discovers that they are counterfeit and pays them away as if they were good. Here D 
is punishable only under this section, but B and C are punishable under section 239 or 240, as the case 
may be. 


242. Possession of counterfeit coin by person who knew it to be counterfeit when he became 
possessed thereof —Whoever, fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, is in possession 


1. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “the Queen’s coin”. 

2. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

3. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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of counterfeit coin, having known at the time when he became possessed thereof that such coin was 
counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


243. Possession of Indian coin by person who knew it to be counterfeit when he became 
possessed thereof —Whoever, fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, is in possession 
of counterfeit coin, which is a counterfeit of '[Indian coin], having known at the time when he became 
possessed of it that it was counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


244. Person employed in mint causing coin to be of different weight or composition from that 
fixed by law.—Whoever, being employed in any mint lawfully established in 7[India], does any act, or 
omits what he is legally bound to do, with the intention of causing any coin issued from that mint to be of 
a different weight or composition from the weight or composition fixed by law, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


245. Unlawfully taking coining instrument from mint. Whoever, without lawful authority, takes 
out of any mint, lawfully established in *[India], any coining tool or instrument, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


246. Fraudulently or dishonestly diminishing weight or altering composition of coin.—Whoever, 
fraudulently or dishonestly performs on any coin any operation which diminishes the weight or alters the 
composition of that coin, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A person who scoops out part of the coin and puts anything else into the cavity alters 
the composition of the coin. 


247. Fraudulently or dishonestly diminishing weight or altering composition of Indian coin.— 
Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly performs on *[any Indian coin] any operation which diminishes the 
weight or alters the composition of that coin, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


248. Altering appearance of coin with intent that it shall pass as coin of different description. 
Whoever performs on any coin any operation which alters the appearance of that coin, with the intention 
that the said coin shall pass as a coin of a different description, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


249. Altering appearance of Indian coin with intent that it shall pass as coin of different 
description —Whoever performs on *[any Indian coin] any operation which alters the appearance of that 
coin, with the intention that the said coin shall pass as a coin of a different description, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


250. Delivery of coin, possessed with knowledge that it is altered —Whoever, having coin in his 
possession with respect to which the offence defined in section 246 or 248 has been committed, and 
having known at the time when he became possessed of such coin that such offence had been committed 
with respect to it, fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, delivers such coin to any other 
person, or attempts to induce any other person to receive the same, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


251. Delivery of Indian coin, possessed with knowledge that it is altered —Whoever, having coin 
in his possession with respect to which the offence defined in section 247 or 249 has been committed, and 
having known at the time when he became possessed of such coin that such offence had been committed 
with respect to it, fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, delivers such coin to any other 


1. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “the Queen’s coin”. 

2. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

3. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “any of the Queen’s coin”. 
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person, or attempts to induce any other person to receive the same, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


252. Possession of coin by person who knew it to be altered when he became possessed 
thereof.—Whoever fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, is in possession of coin with 
respect to which the offence defined in either of the section 246 or 248 has been committed, having 
known at the time of becoming possessed thereof that such offence had been committed with respect to 
such coin, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


253. Possession of Indian coin by person who knew it to be altered when he became possessed 
thereof.—Whoever, fraudulently or with intent that fraud may be committed, is in possession of coin 
with respect to which the offence defined in either of the section 247 or 249 has been committed having 
known at the time of becoming possessed thereof, that such offence had been committed with respect to 
such coin, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


254. Delivery of coin as genuine which, when first possessed, the deliverer did not know to be 
altered —Whoever delivers to any other person as genuine or as a coin of a different description from 
what it is, or attempts to induce any person to receive as genuine, or as a different coin from what it is, 
any coin in respect of which he knows that any such operation as that mentioned in sections 246, 247, 248 
or 249 has been performed, but in respect of which he did not, at the time when he took it into his 
possession, know that such operation had been performed, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine to an amount which may extend to ten 
times the value of the coin for which the altered coin is passed, or attempted to be passed. 


255. Counterfeiting Government stamp. Whoever counterfeits, or knowingly performs any part 
of the process of counterfeiting, any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue shall be 
punished with '[imprisonment for life] or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A person commits this offence who counterfeits by causing a genuine stamps of one 
denomination to appear like a genuine stamp of a different denomination. 


256. Having possession of instrument or material for counterfeiting Government stamp. 
Whoever has in his possession any instrument or material for the purpose of being used, or knowing or 
having reason to believe that it is intended to be used, for the purpose of counterfeiting any stamp issued 
by Government for the purpose of revenue, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


257. Making or selling instrument for counterfeiting Government stamp— Whoever makes or 
performs any part of the process of making, or buys, or sells, or disposes or, any instrument for the 
purpose of being used, or knowing or having reason to believe that it is intended to be used, for the 
purpose of counterfeiting any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


258. Sale of counterfeit Government stamp.—Whoever sells, or offers for sale, any stamp which he 
knows or has reason to believe to be a counterfeit of any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of 
revenue, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


259. Having possession of counterfeit Government stamp.—Whoever has in his possession any 
stamp which he knows to be a counterfeit of any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, 
intending to use, or dispose of the same as a genuine stamp, or in order that it may be used as a genuine 
stamp, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


260. Using as genuine a Government stamp known to be counterfeit Whoever uses as genuine 
any stamp, knowing it to be a counterfeit of any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or 
with fine, or with both. 


261. Effacing writing from substance bearing Government stamp, or removing from document 
a stamp used for it, with intent to cause loss to Government.—Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to 
cause loss to the Government, removes or effaces from any substance, bearing any stamp issued by 
Government for the purpose of revenue, any writing or document for which such stamp has been used, or 
removes from any writing or document a stamp which has been used for such writing or document, in 
order that such stamp may be used for a different writing or document, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


262. Using Government stamp known to have been before used—Whoever, fraudulently or with 
intent to cause loss to the Government, uses for any purpose a stamp issued by Government for the 
purpose of revenue, which he knows to have been before used, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


263. Erasure of mark denoting that stamp has been used.—Whoever, fraudulently or with intent 
to cause loss to Government, erases or removes from a stamp issued by Government for the purpose of 
revenue, any mark, put or impressed upon such stamp for the purpose of denoting that the same has been 
used, or knowingly has in his possession or sells or disposes of any such stamp from which such mark has 
been erased or removed, or sells or disposes of any such stamp which he knows to have been used, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


'[263A. Prohibition of fictitious stamps.—(/) Whoever— 


(a) makes, knowingly utters, deals in or sells any fictitious stamp, or knowingly uses for any 
postal purpose any fictitious stamp, or 


(b) has in his possession, without lawful excuse, any fictitious stamp, or 


(c) makes or, without lawful excuse, has in his possession any die, plate, instrument or materials 
for making any fictitious stamp, 


shall be punished with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


(2) Any such stamp, die, plate, instrument or materials in the possession of any person for making any 
fictitious stamp “[may be seized and, if seized] shall be forfeited. 


(3) In this section “fictitious stamp” means any stamp falsely purporting to be issued by Government 
for the purpose of denoting a rate of postage, or any facsimile or imitation or representation, whether on 
paper or otherwise, of any stamp issued by Government for that purpose. 


(4) In this section and also in sections 255 to 263, both inclusive, the word “Government”, when used 
in connection with, or in reference to any stamp issued for the purpose of denoting a rate of postage, shall, 
notwithstanding anything in section 17, be deemed to include the person or persons authorized by law to 
administer executive government in any part of India, and also in any part of Her Majesty's dominions or 
in any foreign country. 


CHAPTER XIII 
OF OFFENCESRELATINGTO WEIGHTSAND MEASURES 
264. Fraudulent use of false instrument for weighing —Whoever, fraudulently uses any instrument 


for weighing which he knows to be false, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


265. Fraudulent use of false weight or measure.—Whoever, fraudulently uses any false weight or 
false measure of length or capacity, or fraudulently uses any weight or any measure of length or capacity 
as a different weight or measure from what it is, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


266. Being in possession of false weight or measure ——Whoever is in possession of any instrument 
for weighing, or of any weight, or of any measure of length or capacity, which he knows to be false, 


1. Added by Act 3 of 1895, s. 2. 
2. Subs. by Act 42 of 1953, s. 4 and the Third Sch., for “may be seized and”. 
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'* intending that the same may be fraudulently used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


267. Making or selling false weight or measure—Whoever makes, sells or disposes of any 
instrument for weighing, or any weight, or any measure of length or capacity which he knows to be false, 
in order that the same may be used as true, or knowing that the same is likely to be used as true, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both. 


CHAPTER XIV 
OF OFFENCESAFFECTINGTHE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, CONVENIENCE, DECENCYAND MORALS 


268. Public nuisance——A person is guilty of a public nuisance who does any act or is guilty of an 
illegal omission which causes any common injury, danger or annoyance to the public or to the people in 
general who dwell or occupy property in the vicinity, or which must necessarily cause injury, obstruction, 
danger or annoyance to persons who may have occasion to use any public right. 


A common nuisance is not excused on the ground that it causes some convenience or advantage. 


269. Negligent act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life —Whoever unlawfully or 
negligently does any act which is, and which he knows or has reason to believe to be, likely to spread the 
infection of any disease dangerous to life, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


270. Malignant act likely to spread infection of disease dangerous to life —Whoever malignantly 
does any act which is, and which he knows or has reason the believe to be, likely to spread the infection 
of any disease dangerous to life, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


271. Disobedience to quarantine rule—Whoever knowingly disobeys any rule made and 
promulgated *[by the **** Government ****] for putting any vessel into a state of quarantine, or for 
regulating the intercourse of vessels in a state of quarantine with the shore or with other vessels, for 
regulating the intercourse between places where an infectious disease prevails and other places, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine, or with both. 


272. Adulteration of food or drink intended for sale—Whoever adulterates any article of food or 
drink, so as to make such article noxious as food or drink, intending to sell such article as food or drink, 
or knowing it to be likely that the same will be sold as food or drink, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


273. Sale of noxious food or drink.—Whoever sells, or offers or exposes for sale, as food or drink, 
any article which has been rendered or has become noxious, or is in a state unfit for food or drink, 
knowing or having reason to believe that the same is noxious as food or drink, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


274. Adulteration of drugs ——Whoever adulterates any drug or medical preparation in such a manner 
as to lessen the efficacy or change the operation of such drug or medical preparation, or to make it 
noxious, intending that it shall be sold or used for, or knowing it to be likely that it will be sold or used 
for, any medicinal purpose, as if it had not undergone such adulteration, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


275. Sale of adulterated drugs —Whoever, knowing any drug or medical preparation to have been 
adulterated in such a manner as to lessen its efficacy, to change its operation, or to render it noxious, sells 


1. The word “and” omitted by Act 42 of 1953, s. 4 and the Third Sch. 

2. Subs. by the A. O. 1937, for “by the G. of I., or by any Government”. 
3. The words “Central or any Provincial” omitted by the A. O. 1950. 

4. The words “or the Crown Representative” omitted by the A. O. 1948. 
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the same, or offers or exposes it for sale, or issues it from any dispensary for medicinal purposes as 
unadulterated, or causes it to be used for medicinal purposes by any person not knowing of the 
adulteration, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


276. Sale of drug as a different drug or preparation—Whoever knowingly sells, or offers or 
exposes for sale, or issues from a dispensary for medicinal purposes, any drug or medical preparation, as a 
different drug or medical preparation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with 
both. 


277. Fouling water of public spring or reservoir —Whoever voluntarily corrupts or fouls the water 
of any public spring or reservoir, so as to render it less fit for the purpose for which it is ordinarily used, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, 
or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


278. Making atmosphere noxious to health—Whoever voluntarily vitiates the atmosphere in any 
place so as to make it noxious to the health of persons in general dwelling or carrying on business in the 
neighbourhood or passing along a public way, shall be punished with fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees. 


279. Rash driving or riding on a public way.—Whoever drives any vehicle, or rides, on any public 
way in a manner so rash or negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to 
any other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


280. Rash navigation of vessel—Whoever navigates any vessel in a manner so rash or negligent as 
to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


281. Exhibition of false light, mark or buoy.—Whoever exhibits any false light, mark or buoy, 
intending or knowing it to be likely that such exhibition will mislead any navigator, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


282. Conveying person by water for hire in unsafe or overloaded vessel. Whoever knowingly or 
negligently conveys, or causes to be conveyed for hire, any person by water in any vessel, when that 
vessel is in such a state or so loaded as to endanger the life of that person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


283. Danger or obstruction in public way or line of navigation Whoever, by doing any act, or 
by omitting to take order with any property in his possession or under his charge, causes danger, 
obstruction or injury to any person in any public way or public line of navigation, shall be punished, with 
fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


284. Negligent conduct with respect to poisonous substance —Whoever does, with any poisonous 
substance, any act in a manner so rash or negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt 
or injury to any person, 


or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any poisonous substance in his possession 
as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such poisonous substance, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


285. Negligent conduct with respect to fire or combustible matter —Whoever does, with fire or 
any combustible matter, any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life, or to be likely to 
cause hurt or injury to any other person, 
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or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any fire or any combustible matter in his 
possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such fire or 
combustible matter, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


286. Negligent conduct with respect to explosive substance-—Whoever does, with any explosive 
substance, any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or 
injury to any other person, 


or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any explosive substance in his possession 
as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from that substance, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


287. Negligent conduct with respect to machinery —Whoever does, with any machinery, any act 
so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other 
person, 


or knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any machinery in his possession or under 
his care as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such machinery, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


288. Negligent conduct with respect to pulling down or repairing buildings—Whoever, in 
pulling down or repairing any building, knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with that 
building as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from the fall of that building, 
or of any part thereof, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


289. Negligent conduct with respect to animal —Whoever knowingly or negligently omits to take 
such order with any animal in his possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to 
human life, or any probable danger of grievous hurt from such animal, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


290. Punishment for public nuisance in cases not otherwise provided for—Whoever commits a 
public nuisance in any case not otherwise punishable by this Code, shall be punished with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees. 


291. Continuance of nuisance after injunction to discontinue—Whoever repeats or continues a 
public nuisance, having been enjoined by any public servant who has lawful authority to issue such 
injunction not to repeat or continue such nuisance, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


'[292. Sale, etc., of obscene books, ete —[(/) For the purposes of sub-section (2), a book, pamphlet, 
paper, writing, drawing, painting, representation, figure or any other object, shall be deemed to be 
obscene if it is lascivious or appeals to the prurient interest or if its effect, or (where it comprises two or 
more distinct items) the effect of any one of its items, is, if taken as a whole, such as to tend to deprave 
and corrupt persons who are likely, having regard to all relevant circumstances, to read, see or hear the 
matter contained or embodied in it.] 


3[(2)] Whoever— 


(a) sells, lets to hire, distributes, publicity exhibits or in any manner puts into circulation, or for 
purposes of sale, hire, distribution, public exhibition or circulation, makes, produces or has in his 


1. Subs. by Act 8 of 1925, s. 2, for s. 292. 
2. Ins. by Act 36 of 1969, s. 2. 
3. S. 292 renumbered as sub-section (2) thereof by s. 2, ibid. 
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possession any obscene book, pamphlet, paper, drawing, painting, representation or figure or any 
other obscene object whatsoever, or 


(b) imports, exports or conveys any obscene object for any of the purposes aforesaid, or knowing 
or having reason to believe that such object will be sold, let to hire, distributed or publicly exhibited 
or in any manner put into circulation, or 


(c) takes part in or receives profits from any business in the course of which he knows or has 
reason to believe that any such obscene objects are, for any of the purposes aforesaid, made, 
produced, purchased, kept, imported, exported, conveyed, publicly exhibited or in any manner put 
into circulation, or 


(d) advertises or makes known by any means whatsoever that any person is engaged or is ready to 
engage in any act which is an offence under this section, or that any such obscene object can be 
procured from or through any person, or 


(e) offers or attempts to do any act which is an offence under this section, 


shall be punished '[on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, and with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, and, in the event of a 
second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
five years, and also with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees]. 


*[Exception —This section does not extend to— 
(a) any book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, representation or figure— 


(i) the publication of which is proved to be justified as being for the public good on the 
ground that such book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, representation or figure is in 
the interest of science, literature, art or learning or other objects of general concern, or 


(ii) which is kept or used bona fide for religious purposes; 
(b) any representation sculptured, engraved, painted or otherwise represented on or in— 


(i) any ancient monument within the meaning of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Sites and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958), or 


(ii) any temple, or on any car used for the conveyance of idols, or kept or used for any 
religious purpose. ]] 


31293. Sale, etc., of obscene objects to young person.—Whoever sells, lets to hire, distributes, 


exhibits or circulates to any person under the age of twenty years any such obscene object as is referred to 
in the last preceding section, or offers or attempts so to do, shall be punished '[on first conviction with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and with fine which may 
extend to two thousand rupees, and, in the event of a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and also with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees]. ] 


(294. Obscene acts and songs.—Whoever, to the annoyance of others, 
(a) does any obscene act in any public place, or 


(b) sings, recites or utters any obscene song, ballad or words, in or near any public place, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, 
or with fine, or with both. ] 


°[294A. Keeping lottery office —Whoever keeps any office or place for the purpose of drawing any 


lottery “[not being ’[a State lottery] or a lottery authorised by the *[State] Government], shall be punished 


NADNNFWNKR 


. Subs. by Act 36 of 1969, s. 2, for certain words. 

. Subs. by s. 2, ibid., for Exception. 

. Subs. by Act 8 of 1925, s. 2, for section 293. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1895, s. 3, for section 294. 

. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 10. 

. Subs. by the A. O. 1937, for “not authorized by Government”. 

. Subs. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., for “a lottery organized by the Central Government or the Government of a Part A 
State or a Part B State”. 

. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “Provincial”. 
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punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine, or with both. 


And whoever publishes any proposal to pay any sum, or to deliver any goods, or to do or forbear 
doing anything for the benefit of any person, on any event or contingency relative or applicable to the 
drawing of any ticket, lot, number or figure in any such lottery, shall be punished with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees. ] 


CHAPTER XV 
OF OFFENCESRELATING TO RELIGION 


295. Injuring or defiling place of worship, with intent to insult the religion of any class — 
Whoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship, or any object held sacred by any class of 
persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion of any class of persons or with the knowledge 
that any class of persons is likely to consider such destruction, damage or defilement as an insult to their 
religion, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


1[295A. Deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any class by 
insulting its religion or religious beliefs—Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of 
outraging the religious feelings of any class of [citizens of India], “[by words, either spoken or written, or 
or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise], insults or attempts to insult the religion or the 
religious beliefs of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to ‘Tthree years], or with fine, or with both. ] 


296. Disturbing religious assembly—Whoever voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly 
lawfully engaged in the performance of religious worship, or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


297. Trespassing on burial places, ete —Whoever, with the intention of wounding the feelings of 
any person, or of insulting the religion of any person or with the knowledge that the feelings of any 
person are likely to be wounded, or that the religion of any person is likely to be insulted thereby, 


commits any trespass in any place of worship or on any place of sepulture, or any place set apart for 
the performance of funeral rites or as a depository for the remains of the dead, or offers any indignity to 
any human corpse, or causes disturbance to any persons assembled for the performance of funeral 
ceremonies, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine, or with both. 


298. Uttering words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound religious feelings——Whoever, with the 
deliberate intention of wounding the religious feelings of any person, utters any word or makes any sound 
in the hearing of that person or makes any gesture in the sight of that persons or places any object in the 
sight of that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


CHAPTER XVI 
OF OFFENCESAFFECTINGTHE HUMAN BODY 
Of offences affecting life 


299. Culpable homicide —Whoever causes death by doing an act with the intention of causing 
death, or with the intention of causing such bodily injury as is likely to cause death, or with the 
knowledge that he is likely by such act to cause death, commits the offence of culpable homicide. 


1. Ins. by Act 25 of 1927, s. 2. 

2. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “His Majesty’s subjects”. 
3. Subs. by Act 41 of 1961, s. 3, for certain words. 

4. Subs. by s. 3, ibid., for “two years”. 
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Illustrations 


(a) A lays sticks and turf over a pit, with the intention of thereby causing death, or with the knowledge that death is likely to 
be thereby caused. Z, believing the ground to be firm, treads on it, falls in and is killed. A has committed the offence of culpable 
homicide. 


(b) A knows Z to be behind a bush. B does not know it. A, intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely to cause Z's death, 
induces B to fire at the bush. B fires and kills Z. Here B may be guilty of no offence; but A has committed the offence of culpable 
homicide. 


(c) A, by shooting at a fowl with intent to kill and steal it, kills B, who is behind a bush; A not knowing that he was there. 
Here, although A was doing an unlawful act, he was not guilty of culpable homicide, as he did not intend to kill B, or to cause 
death by doing an act that he knew was likely to cause death. 


Explanation 1.—A person who causes bodily injury to another who is labouring under a disorder, 
disease or bodily infirmity, and thereby accelerates the death of that other, shall be deemed to have caused 
his death. 


Explanation 2.—Where death is caused by bodily injury, the person who causes such bodily injury 
shall be deemed to have caused the death, although by resorting to proper remedies and skilful treatment 
the death might have been prevented. 


Explanation 3.—The causing of the death of a child in the mother's womb is not homicide. But it may 
amount to culpable homicide to cause the death of a living child, if any part of that child has been brought 
forth, though the child may not have breathed or been completely born. 


300. Murder.—Except in the cases hereinafter excepted, culpable homicide is murder, if the act by 
which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing death, or— 


2ndly.—TIf it is done with the intention of causing such bodily injury as the offender knows to be 
likely to cause the death of the person to whom the harm is caused, or— 


3rdly.—TIf it is done with the intention of causing bodily injury to any person and the bodily injury 
intended to be inflicted is sufficient in the ordinary course of nature to cause death, or— 


4thly —If the person committing the act knows that it is so imminently dangerous that it must, in all 
probability, cause death, or such bodily injury as is likely to cause death, and commits such act without 
any excuse for incurring the risk of causing death or such injury as aforesaid. 


Illustrations 
(a) A shoots Z with the intention of killing him. Z dies in consequence. A commits murder. 


(b) A, knowing that Z is labouring under such a disease that a blow is likely to cause his death, strikes him with the intention 
of causing bodily injury. Z dies in consequence of the blow. A is guilty of murder, although the blow might not have been 
sufficient in the ordinary course of nature to cause the death of a person in a sound state of health. But if A, not knowing that Z is 
labouring under any disease, gives him such a blow as would not in the ordinary course of nature kill a person in a sound state of 
health, here A, although he may intend to cause bodily injury, is not guilty of murder, if he did not intend to cause death, or such 
bodily injury as in the ordinary course of nature would cause death. 


(c) A intentionally gives Z a sword-cut or club-wound sufficient to cause the death of a man in the ordinary course of nature. 
Z dies in consequence. Here A is guilty of murder, although he may not have intended to cause Z's death. 


(d) A without any excuse fires a loaded cannon into a crowd of persons and kills one of them. A is guilty of murder, 
although he may not have had a premeditated design to kill any particular individual. 


Exception 1—When culpable homicide is not murder.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the 
offender, whilst deprived of the power of self-control by grave and sudden provocation, causes the death 
of the person who gave the provocation or causes the death of any other person by mistake or accident. 


The above exception is subject to the following provisos:— 


First.—That the provocation is not sought or voluntarily provoked by the offender as an excuse for 
killing or doing harm to any person. 


Secondly.—That the provocation is not given by anything done in obedience to the law, or by a public 
servant in the lawful exercise of the powers of such public servant. 


Thirdly.—That the provocation is not given by anything done in the lawful exercise of the right of 
private defence. 
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Explanation.—Whether the provocation was grave and sudden enough to prevent the offence from 
amounting to murder is a question of fact. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, under the influence of passion excited by a provocation given by Z, intentionally kills Y, Z's child. This is murder, 
inasmuch as the provocation was not given by the child, and the death of the child was not caused by accident or misfortune in 
doing an act caused by the provocation. 


(b) Y gives grave and sudden provocation to A. A, on this provocation, fires a pistol at Y, neither intending nor knowing 
himself to be likely to kill Z, who is near him, but out of sight. A kills Z. Here A has not committed murder, but merely culpable 
homicide. 


(c) A is lawfully arrested by Z, a bailiff. A is excited to sudden and violent passion by the arrest, and kills Z. This is murder, 
inasmuch as the provocation was given by a thing done by a public servant in the exercise of his powers. 


(d) A appears as a witness before Z, a Magistrate. Z says that he does not believe a word of A's deposition, and that A has 
perjured himself. A is moved to sudden passion by these words, and kills Z. This is murder. 


(e)A attempts to pull Z's nose. Z, in the exercise of the right of private defence, lays hold of A to prevent him from doing so. 
A is moved to sudden and violent passion in consequence, and kills Z. This is murder, inasmuch as the provocation was giving by 
a thing done in the exercise of the right of private defence. 


(f) Z strikes B. B is by this provocation excited to violent rage. A, a bystander, intending to take advantage of B's rage, and 
to cause him to kill Z, puts a knife into B's hand for that purpose. B kills Z with the knife. Here B may have committed only 
culpable homicide, but A is guilty of murder. 


Exception 2—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender in the exercise in good faith of the 
right of private defence of person or property, exceeds the power given to him by law and causes the 
death of the person against whom he is exercising such right of defence without premeditation, and 
without any intention of doing more harm than is necessary for the purpose of such defence. 


Illustration 


Z attempts to horsewhip A, not in such a manner as to cause grievous hurt to A. A draws out a pistol. Z persists in the 
assault. A believing in good faith that he can by no other means prevent himself from being horsewhipped, shoots Z dead. A has 
not committed murder, but only culpable homicide. 


Exception 3—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, being a public servant or aiding a 
public servant acting for the advancement of public justice, exceeds the powers given to him by law, and 
causes death by doing an act which he, in good faith, believes to be lawful and necessary for the due 
discharge of his duty as such public servant and without ill-will towards the person whose death is 
caused. 


Exception 4.—Culpable homicide is not murder if it is committed without premeditation in a sudden 
fight in the heat of passion upon a sudden quarrel and without the offender's having taken undue 
advantage or acted in a cruel or unusual manner. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial in such cases which party offers the provocation or commits the first 
assault. 


Exception 5.—Culpable homicide is not murder when the person whose death is caused, being above 
the age of eighteen years, suffers death or takes the risk of death with his own consent. 


Illustration 


A, by instigation, voluntarily causes Z, a person under eighteen years of age to commit suicide. Here, on account of Z's 
youth, he was incapable of giving consent to his own death; A has therefore abetted murder. 


301. Culpable homicide by causing death of person other than person whose death was 
intended. —If a person, by doing anything which he intends or knows to be likely to cause death, 
commits culpable homicide by causing the death of any person, whose death he neither intends nor knows 
himself to be likely to cause, the culpable homicide committed by the offender is of the description of 
which it would have been if he had caused the death of the person whose death he intended or knew 
himself to he likely to cause. 
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302. Punishment for murder.—Whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or 
'fimprisonment for life], and shall also be liable to fine. 


303. Punishment for murder by life-convict —Whoever, being under sentence of '[imprisonment 
for life], commits murder, shall be punished with death. 


304. Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to murder.—Whoever commits culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine, if the act by 
which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing death, or of causing such bodily injury as 
is likely to cause death; 


or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, or with fine, or 
with both, if the act is done with the knowledge that it is likely to cause death, but without any intention 
to cause death, or to cause such bodily injury as is likely to cause death. 


*[304A. Causing death by negligence —Whoever causes the death of any person by doing any rash 
or negligent act not amounting to culpable homicide, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.] 


*[304B. Dowry death —(/) Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily injury or 
occurs otherwise than under normal circumstances within seven years of her marriage and it is shown that 
soon before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any relative of her 
husband for, or in connection with, any demand for dowry, such death shall be called “dowry death”, and 
such husband or relative shall be deemed to have caused her death. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “dowry” shall have the same meaning as in 
section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 (28 of 1961). 


(2) Whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be 
less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life.] 


305. Abetment of suicide of child or insane person.—If any person under eighteen years of age, 
any insane person, any delirious person, any idiot, or any person in a State of intoxication, commits 
suicide, whoever abets the commission of such suicide, shall be punished with death or '[imprisonment 
for life], or imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


306. Abetment of suicide —If any person commits suicide, whoever abets the commission of such 
suicide, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


307. Attempt to murder.—Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge, and under such 
circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would be guilty of murder, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine; and if hurt is caused to any person by such act, the offender shall be liable either to '[imprisonment 
for life], or to such punishment as is hereinbefore mentioned. 


Attempts by life-convicts—‘[When any person offending under this section is under sentence of 
'[imprisonment for life], he may, if hurt is caused, be punished with death. ] 


Illustrations 


(a) A shoots at Z with intention to kill him, under such circumstances that, if death ensued A would be guilty of murder. A is 
liable to punishment under this section. 


(b) A, with the intention of causing the death of a child of tender years, exposes it in a desert place A has committed the 
offence defined by this section, though the death of the child does not ensue. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
2. Ins. by Act 27 of 1870, s. 12. 

3. Ins. by Act 43 of 1986, s. 10 (w.e.f. 19-11-1986). 

4. Added by Act 27 of 1870, s. 11. 
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(c) A, intending to murder Z, buys a gun and loads it. A has not yet committed the offence. A fires the gun at Z. He has 
committed the offence defined in this section, and, if by such firing he wounds Z, he is liable to the punishment provided by the 
latter part of '[the first paragraph of] this section. 


(d) A, intending to murder Z by poison, purchases poison and mixes the same with food which remains in A's keeping; A 
has not yet committed the offence defined in this section. A places the food on Z's table or delivers it to Z's servants to place it on 
Z's table. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


308. Attempt to commit culpable homicide—Whoever does any act with such intention or 
knowledge and under such circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would be guilty of 
culpable homicide not amounting to murder, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and, if hurt is caused to any person 
by such act, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustration 


A, on grave and sudden provocation, fires a pistol at Z, under such circumstances that if he there by caused death he would 
be guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to murder. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


309. Attempt to commit suicide—Whoever attempts to commit suicide and does any act towards 
the commission of such offence, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one year "Tor with fine, or with both.] 


310. Thug.— Whoever, at any time after the passing of this Act, shall have been habitually associated 
with any other or others for the purpose of committing robbery or child-stealing by means of or 
accompanied with murder, is a thug. 


311. Punishment.—Whoever is a thug, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Of the causing of miscarriage, of injuries to unborn children, of the exposure 
Of infants, and of the concealment of births. 


312. Causing miscarraige-—Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry, shall, if 
such miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both; and, if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation—A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within the meaning of this section. 


313. Causing miscarriage without woman's consent.—Whoever commits the offence defined in 
the last preceding section without the consent of the woman, whether the woman is quick with child or 
not, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


314. Death caused by act done with intent to cause miscarriage -—Whoever, with intent to cause 
the miscarriage of a woman with child, does any act which causes the death of such woman, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine; 


if act done without woman's consent.—and if the act is done without the consent of the woman, 
shall be punished either with *[imprisonment for life], or with the punishment above mentioned. 


Explanation.—It is not essential to this offence that the offender should know that the act is likely to 
cause death. 


315. Act done with intent to prevent child being born alive or to cause it to die after birth — 
Whoever before the birth of any child does any act with the intention of thereby preventing that child 
from being born alive or causing it to die after its birth, and does by such act prevent that child from being 


1. Ins. by Act 12 of 1891, s. 2 and the Second Sch. 
2. Subs. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 7, for “and shall also be liable to fine”. 
3. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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born alive, or causes it to die after its birth, shall, if such act be not caused in good faith for the purpose of 
saving the life of the mother, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both. 


316. Causing death of quick unborn child by act amounting to culpable homicide —Whoever 
does any act under such circumstances, that if he thereby caused death he would be guilty of culpable 
homicide, and does by such act cause the death of a quick unborn child, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


Illustration 


A, knowing that he is likely to cause the death of a pregnant woman, does an act which, if it caused the death of the woman, 
would amount to culpable homicide. The woman is injured, but does not die; but the death of an unborn quick child with which 
she is pregnant is thereby caused. A is guilty of the offence defined in this section. 


317. Exposure and abandonment of child under twelve years, by parent or person having care 
of it —Whoever being the father or mother of a child under the age of twelve years, or having the care of 
such child, shall expose or leave such child in any place with the intention of wholly abandoning such 
child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—This section is not intended to prevent the trial of the offender for murder or culpable 
homicide, as the case may be, if the child die in consequence of the exposure. 


318. Concealment of birth by secret disposal of dead body.—Whoever, by secretly burying or 
otherwise disposing of the dead body of a child whether such child die before or after or during its birth, 
intentionally conceals or endeavors to conceal the birth of such child, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of Hurt 

319. Hurt.— Whoever causes bodily pain, disease or infirmity to any person is said to cause hurt. 
320. Grievous hurt.—The following kinds of hurt only are designated as “grievous”:— 

First—Emasculation. 

Secondly —Permanent privation of the sight of either eye. 

Thirdly —Permanent privation of the hearing of either ear. 

Fourthly —Privation of any member or joint. 

Fifthly—Destruction or permanent impairing of the powers of any member or joint. 

Sixthly—Permanent disfiguration of the head or face. 

Seventhly.—Fracture or dislocation of a bone or tooth. 


Eighthly—Any hurt which endangers life or which causes the sufferer to be during the space of 
twenty days in severe bodily pain, or unable to follow his ordinary pursuits. 


321. Voluntarily causing hurt—Whoever does any act with the intention of thereby causing hurt to 
any person, or with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause hurt to any person, and does thereby 
cause hurt to any person, is said “voluntarily to cause hurt”. 


322. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt.—Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, if the hurt which he 
intends to cause or knows himself to be likely to cause is grievous hurt, and if the hurt which he causes is 
grievous hurt, is said “voluntarily to cause grievous hurt”. 


Explanation.—A person is not said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt except when he both causes 
grievous hurt and intends or knows himself to be likely to cause grievous hurt. But he is said voluntarily 
to cause grievous hurt, if intending or knowing himself to be likely to cause grievous hurt of one kind, he 
actually causes grievous hurt of another kind. 
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Illustration 


A, intending of knowing himself to be likely permanently to disfigure Z's face, gives Z a blow which does not permanently 
disfigure Z's face, but which causes Z to suffer severe bodily pain for the space of twenty days. A has voluntarily caused grievous 
hurt. 


323. Punishment for voluntarily causing hurt—Whoever, except in the case provided for by 
section 334, voluntarily causes hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


324. Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means.—Whoever, except in the case 
provided for by section 334, voluntarily causes hurt by means of any instrument for shooting, stabbing or 
cutting, or any instrument which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, or by means of fire 
or any heated substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, or by means of any 
explosive substance or by means of any substance which it is deleterious to the human body to inhale, to 
swallow, or to receive into the blood, or by means of any animal, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


325. Punishment for voluntarily causing grievous hurt.—Whoever, except in the case provided for 
by section 335, voluntarily causes grievous hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


326. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means.—Whoever, except in 
the case provided for by section 335, voluntarily causes grievous hurt by means of any instrument for 
shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any instrument which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause 
death, or by means of fire or any heated substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, 
or by means of any explosive substance, or by means of any substance which it is deleterious to the 
human body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into the blood, or by means of any animal, shall be 
punished with '[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


7[326A. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc-—Whoever causes permanent or 
partial damage or deformity to, or burns or maims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body 
of a person or causes grievous hurt by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person, or by 
using any other means with the intention of causing or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause such 
injury or hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less 
than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses of the treatment of 
the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this section shall be paid to the victim. 


326B. Voluntarily throwing or attempting to throw acid.—Whoever throws or attempts to throw 
acid on any person or attempts to administer acid to any person, or attempts to use any other means, with 
the intention of causing permanent or partial damage or deformity or burns or maiming or disfigurement 
or disability or grievous hurt to that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—¥For the purposes of section 326A and this section, "acid" includes any substance 
which has acidic or corrosive character or burning nature, that is capable of causing bodily injury leading 
to scars or disfigurement or temporary or permanent disability. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of section 326A and this section, permanent or partial damage or 
deformity shall not be required to be irreversible. ] 


327. Voluntarily causing hurt to extort property, or to constrain to an illegal to an act.— 
Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer, or from any person 
interested in the sufferer, any property or valuable security, or of constraining the sufferer or any person 
interested in such sufferer to do anything which is illegal or which may facilitate the commission of an 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
2. Ins. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 5 (w.e.f. 3-2-2013). 


75 


offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


328. Causing hurt by means of poison, etc., with intent to commit and offence —Whoever 
administers to or causes to be taken by any person any poison or any stupefying, intoxicating or 
unwholesome drug, or other thing with intent to cause hurt to such person, or with intent to commit or to 
facilitate the commission of an offence or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause hurt, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


329. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to extort property, or to constrain to an illegal act — 
Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer or from any 
person interested in the sufferer any property or valuable security, or of constraining the sufferer or any 
person interested in such sufferer to do anything that is illegal or which may facilitate the commission of 
an offence, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for life], or imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


330. Voluntarily causing hurt to extort confession, or to compel restoration of property.— 
Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer or from any person 
interested in the sufferer, any confession or any information which may lead to the detection of an offence 
or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the sufferer or any person interested in the sufferer to 
restore or to cause the restoration of any property or valuable security or to satisfy any claim or demand, 
or to give information which may lead to the restoration of any property or valuable security, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, a police-officer, tortures Z in order to induce Z to confess that he committed a crime. A is guilty of an offence under 
this section. 


(b) A, a police-officer, tortures B to induce him to point out where certain stolen property is deposited. A is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


(c) A, a revenue officer, tortures Z in order to compel him to pay certain arrears of revenue due from Z. A is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


(d) A, a zamindar, tortures a raiyat in order to compel him to pay his rent. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


331. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to extort confession, or to compel restoration of 
property.—Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer or 
from any person interested in the sufferer any confession or any information which may lead to the 
detection of an offence or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the sufferer or any person 
interested in the sufferer to restore or to cause the restoration of any property or valuable security, or to 
satisfy any claim or demand or to give information which may lead to the restoration of any property or 
valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


332. Voluntarily causing hurt to deter public servant from his duty —Whoever voluntarily causes 
hurt to any person being a public servant in the discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with intent 
to prevent or deter that person or any other public servant from discharging his duty as such public 
servant or in consequence of anything done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge 
of his duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


333. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt to deter public servant from his duty— Whoever 
voluntarily causes grievous hurt to any person being a public servant in the discharge of his duty as such 
public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that person or any other public servant from discharging 
his duty as such public servant, or in consequence of anything done or attempted to be done by that 
person in the lawful discharge of his duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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334. Voluntarily causing hurt on provocation—Whoever voluntarily causes hurt on grave and 
sudden provocation, if he neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause hurt to any person other 
than the person who gave the provocation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


335. Voluntarily causing grievous hurt on provocation —Whoever ‘[voluntarily] causes grievous 
hurt on grave and sudden provocation, if he neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause 
grievous hurt to any person other than the person who gave the provocation, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to four years, or with fine which may 
extend to two thousand rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—The last two sections are subject to the same provisos as Exception 1, section 300. 


336. Act endangering life or personal safety of others—Whoever does any act so rashly or 
negligently as to endanger human life or the personal safety of others, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months or with fine which may 
extend to two hundred and fifty rupees, or with both. 


337. Causing hurt by act endangering life or personal safety of others —Whoever causes hurt to 
any person by doing any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life, or the personal safety of 
others, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


338. Causing grievous hurt by act endangering life or personal safety of others—Whoever 
causes grievous hurt to any person by doing any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life, or 
the personal safety of others, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


Of wrongful restraint and wrongful confinement 


339. Wrongful restraint —Whoever voluntarily obstructs any person so as to prevent that person 
from proceeding in any direction in which that person has a right to proceed, is said wrongfully to restrain 
that person. 


Exception.—The obstruction of a private way over land or water which a person in good faith 
believes himself to have a lawful right to obstruct, is not an offence within the meaning of this section. 


Illustration 


A obstructs a path along which Z has a right to pass, A not believing in good faith that he has a right to stop the path. Z is 
thereby prevented from passing. A wrongfully restrains Z. 


340. Wrongful confinement—Whoever wrongfully restrains any person in such a manner as to 
prevent that person from proceedings beyond certain circumscribing limits, is said “wrongfully to 
confine” that person. 


Illustrations 


(a) A causes Z to go within a walled space, and locks Z in Z is thus prevented from proceeding in any 
direction beyond the circumscribing line of wall. A wrongfully confines Z. 


(b) A places men with firearms at the outlets of a building, and tells Z that they will fire at Z if Z 
attempts leave the building. A wrongfully confines Z. 


341. Punishment for wrongful restraint—Whoever wrongfully restrains any person shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


342. Punishment for wrongful confinement.—Whoever wrongfully confines any person shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine 
which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


1. Ins. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 8. 
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343. Wrongful confinement for three or more days——Whoever wrongfully confines any person for 
three days, or more, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


344. Wrongful confinement for ten or more days——Whoever wrongfully confines any person for 
ten days, or more, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


345. Wrongful confinement of person for whose liberation writ has been issued—Whoever 
keeps any person in wrongful confinement, knowing that a writ for the liberation of that person has been 
duly issued, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
two years in addition to any term of imprisonment to which he may be liable under any other section of 
this Chapter. 


346. Wrongful confinement in secret —Whoever wrongfully confines any person in such manner as 
to indicate an intention that the confinement of such person may not be known to any person interested in 
the person so confined, or to any public servant, or that the place of such confinement may not be known 
to or discovered by any such person or public servant as hereinbefore mentioned, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years in addition to any other 
punishment to which he may be liable for such wrongful confinement. 


347. Wrongful confinement to extort property, or constrain to illegal act —Whoever wrongfully 
confines any person for the purpose of extorting from the person confined, or from any person interested 
in the person confined, any property or valuable security or of constraining the person confined or any 
person interested in such person to do anything illegal or to give any information which may facilitate the 
commission of an offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


348. Wrongful confinement to extort confession, or compel restoration of property —Whoever 
wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of extorting from the person confined or any person 
interested in the person confined any confession or any information which may lead to the detection of an 
offence or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the person confined or any person interested in 
the person confined to restore or to cause the restoration of any property or valuable security or to satisfy 
any claim or demand, or to give information which may lead to the restoration of any property or valuable 
security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of Criminal Force and Assault 


349. Force.—A person is said to use force to another if he causes motion, change of motion, or 
cessation of motion to that other, or if he causes to any substance such motion, or change of motion, or 
cessation of motion as brings that substance into contact with any part of that other's body, or with 
anything which that other is wearing or carrying, or with anything so situated that such contact affects that 
other's sense of feeling: Provided that the person causing the motion, or change of motion, or cessation of 
motion, causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of motion in one of the three ways hereinafter 
described: 


First.—By his own bodily power. 


Secondly —By disposing any substance in such a manner that the motion or change or cessation of 
motion takes place without any further act on his part, or on the part of any other person. 


Thirdly.—By inducing any animal to move, to change its motion, or to cease to move. 


350. Criminal force —Whoever intentionally uses force to any person, without that person's consent, 
in order to the committing of any offence, or intending by the use of such force to cause, or knowing it to 
be likely that by the use of such force he will cause injury, fear or annoyance to the person to whom the 
force is used, is said to use criminal force to that other. 


Illustrations 


(a) Z is sitting in a moored boat on a river. A unfastens the moorings, and thus intentionally causes the boat to drift down the 
stream. Here A intentionally causes motion to Z, and he does this by disposing substances in such a manner that the motion is 
produced without any other action on any person's part. A has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done so 
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without Z's consent, in order to the committing of any offence, or intending or knowing it to be likely that this use of force will 
cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force to Z. 


(b) Z is riding in a chariot. A lashes Z's horses, and thereby causes them to quicken their pace. Here A has caused change of 
motion to Z by inducing the animals to change their motion. A has therefore used force to Z; and if A has done this without Z's 
consent, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy Z, A has used criminal force to Z. 


(c) Z is riding in a palanquin. A, intending to rob Z, seizes the pole and stops the palanquin. Here A has caused cessation of 
motion to Z, and he has done this by his own bodily power. A has therefore used force to Z; and as A has acted thus intentionally, 
without Z's consent, in order to the commission of an offence. A has used criminal force to Z. 


(d) A intentionally pushes against Z in the street. Here A has by his own bodily power moved his own person so as to bring 
it into contact with Z. He has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done so without Z's consent, intending or 
knowing it to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal force to Z. 


(e) A throws a stone, intending or knowing it to be likely that the stone will be thus brought into contact with Z, or with Z's 
clothes, or with something carried by Z, or that it will strike water and dash up the water against Z's clothes or something carried 
by Z. Here, if the throwing of the stone produce the effect of causing any substance to come into contact with Z, or Z's clothes, A 
has used force to Z, and if he did so without Z's consent, intending thereby to injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal 
force to Z. 


(f) A intentionally pulls up a Woman's veil. Here A intentionally uses force to her, and if he does so without her consent 
intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy her, he has used criminal force to her. 


(g) Z is bathing. A pours into the bath water which he knows to be boiling. Here A intentionally by his own bodily power 
causes such motion in the boiling water as brings that water into contact with Z, or with other water so situated that such contact 
must affect Z's sense of feeling; A has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done this without Z's consent 
intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force. 


(h) A incites a dog to spring upon Z, without Z's consent. Here, if A intends to cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, he uses 
criminal force to Z. 


351. Assault—Whoever makes any gesture, or any preparation intending or knowing it to be likely 
that such gesture or preparation will cause any person present to apprehend that he who makes that 
gesture or preparation is about to use criminal force to that person, is said to commit an assault. 


Explanation.—Mere words do not amount to an assault. But the words which a person uses may give 
to his gestures or preparation such a meaning as may make those gestures or preparations amount to an 
assault. 


Illustrations 


(a) A shakes his fist at Z, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause Z to believe that A is about to strike 
Z. A has committed an assault. 


(b) A begins to unloose the muzzle of a ferocious dog, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause Z to 
believe that he is about to cause the dog to attack Z. A has committed an assault upon Z. 


(c) A takes up a stick, saying to Z, “I will give you a beating”. Here, though the words used by A could in no case amount to 
an assault, and though the mere gesture, unaccompanied by any other circumstances, might not amount to an assault,the gesture 
explained by the words may amount to an assault. 


352. Punishment for assault or criminal force otherwise than on grave provocation —Whoever 
assaults or uses criminal force to any person otherwise than on grave and sudden provocation given by 
that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—Grave and sudden provocation will not mitigate the punishment for an offence under 
this section, if the provocation is sought or voluntarily provoked by the offender as an excuse for the 
offence, or 


if the provocation is given by anything done in obedience to the law, or by a public servant, in the 
lawful exercise of the powers of such public servant, or 


if the provocation is given by anything done in the lawful exercise of the right of private defence. 
Whether the provocation was grave and sudden enough to mitigate the offence, is a question of fact. 


353. Assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty —Whoever 
assaults or uses criminal force to any person being a public servant in the execution of his duty as such 
public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that person from discharging his duty as such public 
servant, or in consequence of anything done or attempted to be done by such person to the lawful 
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discharge of his duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


354. Assault or criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty.—Whoever assaults 
or uses criminal force to any woman, intending to outrage or knowing it to be likely that he will there by 
outrage her modesty, '[shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less 
than one year but which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine]. 


*(354A. Sexual harassment and punishment for sexual harassment —(/) Aman committing any 
of the following acts— 


(i) physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and explicit sexual overtures; or 
(ii) a demand or request for sexual favours; or 
(iii) showing pornography against the will of a woman; or 
(iv) making sexually coloured remarks, 
shall be guilty of the offence of sexual harassment. 


(2) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (4) or clause (ii) or clause (iii) of 
sub-section (/) shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (iv) of sub-section (/) shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with 
both. 


354B. Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to disrobe——Any man who assaults 
or uses criminal force to any woman or abets such act with the intention of disrobing or compelling her to 
be naked, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less 
than three years but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


354C. Voyeurism. Any man who watches, or captures the image of a woman engaging in a private 
act in circumstances where she would usually have the expectation of not being observed either by the 
perpetrator or by any other person at the behest of the perpetrator or disseminates such image shall be 
punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less 
than one year, but which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine, and be punished on a 
second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be 
less than three years, but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purpose of this section, “private act” includes an act of watching carried out 
in a place which, in the circumstances, would reasonably be expected to provide privacy and where the 
victim's genitals, posterior or breasts are exposed or covered only in underwear; or the victim is using a 
lavatory; or the victim is doing a sexual act that is not of a kind ordinarily done in public. 


Explanation 2.—Where the victim consents to the capture of the images or any act, but not to their 
dissemination to third persons and where such image or act is disseminated, such dissemination shall be 
considered an offence under this section. 


354D. Stalking —(/) Any man who— 


(i) follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to contact such woman to foster personal 
interaction repeatedly despite a clear indication of disinterest by such woman; or 


(ii) monitors the use by a woman of the internet, email or any other form of electronic 
communication, 


commits the offence of stalking: 


1. Subs. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 6, for “shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or 
with fine, or with both” (w.e-f. 3-2-2013). 
2. Ins. by s. 7, ibid. (w.e.f. 3-2-2013). 
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Provided that such conduct shall not amount to stalking if the man who pursued it proves that— 


(i) it was pursued for the purpose of preventing or detecting crime and the man accused of 
stalking had been entrusted with the responsibility of prevention and detection of crime by the 
State; or 


(ii) it was pursued under any law or to comply with any condition or requirement imposed by 
any person under any law; or 


(iii) in the particular circumstances such conduct was reasonable and justified. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence of stalking shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; and be 
punished on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. ] 


355. Assault or criminal force with intent to dishonour person, otherwise than on grave 
provocation. —Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, intending thereby to dishonour 
that person, otherwise than on grave and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


356. Assault or criminal force in attempt to commit theft of property carried by a person.— 
Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in attempting to commit theft on any property 
which that person is then wearing or carrying, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


357. Assault or criminal force in attempt wrongfully to confine a person —Whoever assaults or 
uses criminal force to any person, in attempting wrongfully to confine that person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


358. Assault or criminal force on grave provocation.—Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to 
any person on grave and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to two hundred 
rupees, or with both. 


Explanation.—The last section is subject to the same Explanation as section 352. 
Of Kidnapping, Abduction, Slavery and Forced Labour 


359, Kidnapping —Kidnapping is of two kinds: kidnapping from ‘[India], and kidnapping from 
lawful guardianship. 


360. Kidnapping from India—Whoever conveys any person beyond the limits of '[India] without 
the consent of that person, or of some person legally authorised to consent on behalf of that person, is said 
to kidnap that person from '[India]. 


361. Kidnapping from lawful guardianship —Whoever takes or entices any minor under “[sixteen] 
years of age if a male, or under *[eighteen] years of age if a female, or any person of unsound mind, out of 
the keeping of the lawful guardian of such minor or person of unsound mind, without the consent of such 
guardian, is said to kidnap such minor or person from lawful guardianship. 


Explanation—The words “lawful guardian” in this section include any person lawfully entrusted 
with the care or custody of such minor or other person. 


Exception.—This section does not extend to the act of any person who in good faith believes himself 
to be the father of an illegitimate child, or who in good faith believes himself to be entitled to the lawful 
custody of such child, unless such act is committed for an immoral or unlawful purpose. 


1. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

2. Subs. by Act 42 of 1949, s. 2, for “fourteen”. 

3. Subs. by s. 2, ibid., for “‘sixteen’”’. 
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362. Abduction Whoever by force compels, or by any deceitful means induces, any person to go 
from any place, is said to abduct that person. 


363. Punishment for kidnapping —Whoever kidnaps any person from ‘[India] or from lawful 
guardianship, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


7[363A. Kidnapping or maiming a minor for purposes of begging —(/) Whoever kidnaps any 
minor or, not being the lawful guardian of a minor, obtains the custody of the minor, in order that such 
minor may be employed or used for the purposes of begging shall be punishable with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever maims any minor in order that such minor may be employed or used for the purposes of 
begging shall be punishable with imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Where any person, not being the lawful guardian of a minor, employs or uses such minor for the 
purposes of begging, it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that he kidnapped or otherwise 
obtained the custody of that minor in order that the minor might be employed or used for the purposes of 


begging. 
(4) In this section,— 
(a) “begging” means— 


(i) soliciting or receiving alms in a public place, whether under the pretence of singing, 
dancing, fortunetelling, performing tricks or selling articles or otherwise; 


(ii) entering on any private premises for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms; 


(iii) exposing or exhibiting, with the object of obtaining or extorting alms, any sore, wound, 
injury, deformity or disease, whether of himself or of any other person or of an animal; 


(iv) using a minor as an exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms; 
(b) “minor” means— 

(i) in the case of a male, a person under sixteen years of age; and 

(ii) in the case of a female, a person under eighteen years of age.] 


364. Kidnapping or abducting in order to murder—Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in 
order that such person may be murdered or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being 
murdered, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life] or rigorous imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


IlTustrations 


(a) A kidnaps Z from '[India], intending or knowing it to be likely that Z may be sacrificed to an idol. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


(b) A forcibly carries or entices B away from his home in order that B may be murdered. A has committed the offence 
defined in this section. 


4[364A. Kidnapping for ransom, ete —Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person or keeps a person in 
detention after such kidnapping or abduction, and threatens to cause death or hurt to such person, or by 
his conduct gives rise to a reasonable apprehension that such person may be put to death or hurt, or causes 
hurt or death to such person in order to compel the Government or *[any foreign State or international 
inter-governmental organisation or any other person] to do or abstain from doing any act or to pay a 
ransom, shall be punishable with death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. ] 


1. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

2. Ins. by Act 52 of 1959, s. 2 (w.e.f. 15-1-1960). 

3. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

4. Ins. by Act 42 of 1993, s. 2. 

5. Subs. by Act 24 of 1995, s. 2, for “any other person”. 
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365. Kidnapping or abducting with intent secretly and wrongfully to confine person —Whoever 
kidnaps or abducts any person with intent to cause that person to be secretly and wrongfully confined, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


366. Kidnapping, abducting or inducing woman to compel her marriage, etc —Whoever kidnaps 
or abducts any woman with intent that she may be compelled, or knowing it to be likely that she will be 
compelled, to marry any person against her will, or in order that she may be forced or seduced to illicit 
intercourse, or knowing it to be likely that she will be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine; 'Tand whoever, by means of criminal intimidation as defined in this Code or of abuse of 
authority or any other method of compulsion, induces any woman to go from any place with intent that 
she may be, or knowing that it is likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with 
another person shall also be punishable as aforesaid]. 


*(366A. Procuration of minor girl—Whoever, by any means whatsoever, induces any minor girl 
under the age of eighteen years to go from any place or to do any act with intent that such girl may be, or 
knowing that it is likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with another person shall 
be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


366B. Importation of girl from foreign country.—Whoever imports into *[India] from any country 
outside India “for from the State of Jammu and Kashmir] any girl under the age of twenty-one years with 
intent that she may be, or knowing it to be likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse 
with another person, >*** shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to ten years and shall 
shall also be liable to fine. ] 


367. Kidnapping or abducting in order to subject person to grievous hurt, slavery, etc.— 
Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be subjected, or may be so 
disposed of as to be put in danger of being subjected to grievous hurt, or slavery, or to the unnatural lust 
of any person, or knowing it to be likely that such person will be so subjected or disposed of, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


368. Wrongfully concealing or keeping in confinement, kidnapped or abducted person.— 
Whoever, knowing that any person has been kidnapped or has been abducted, wrongfully conceals or 
confines such person, shall be punished in the same manner as if he had kidnapped or abducted such 
person with the same intention or knowledge, or for the same purpose as that with or for which he 
conceals or detains such person in confinement. 


369. Kidnapping or abducting child under ten years with intent to steal from its person.— 
Whoever kidnaps or abducts any child under the age of ten years with the intention of taking dishonestly 
any movable property from the person of such child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


°[370. Trafficking of person.—/(/) Whoever, for the purpose of exploitation, (a) recruits, (b) transports, 
(c) harbours, (d) transfers, or (e) receives, a person or persons, by— 


First.—sing threats, or 
Secondly.—using force, or any other form of coercion, or 


Thirdly.—by abduction, or 


1. Added by Act 20 of 1923, s. 2. 

2. Ins. by s. 3, ibid. 

3. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 

4. Ins. by Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch. 

5. Certain words omitted by s. 3 and the Sch., ibid. 

6. Subs. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 8, for section 370 (w.e.f. 3-2-2013). 
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Fourthly.—by practising fraud, or deception, or 
Fifthly.—by abuse of power, or 


Sixthly.— by inducement, including the giving or receiving of payments or benefits, in order to achieve 
the consent of any person having control overthe person recruited, transported, harboured, transferred or 
received, 


commits the offence of trafficking. 


Explanation 1—The expression "exploitation" shall include any act of physical exploitation or any form 
of sexual exploitation, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude, or the forced removal of organs. 


Explanation 2.—Theconsent of the victim is immaterial in determination of the offence of 
trafficking. 


(2)Whoever commits the offence of trafficking shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which shall not be less than seven years, but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


(3) Where the offence involves the trafficking of more than one person, it shall be punishable with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Where the offence involves the trafficking of a minor, it shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for 
a term which shall not be less than ten years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


(5) Where the offence involves the trafficking of more than one minor, it shall be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than fourteen years, but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) If a person is convicted of the offence of trafficking of minor on more than one occasion, then 
such person shall be punished with imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person's natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) When a public servant or a police officer is involved in the trafficking of any person then, such 
public servant or police officer shall be punished with imprisonment for life, which shall mean 
imprisonment for the remainder of that person's natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


370A. Exploitation of a trafficked person.—(/) Whoever, knowingly or having reason to believe 
that a minor has been trafficked, engages such minor for sexual exploitation in any manner, shall be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years, but which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever, knowingly by or having reason to believe that a person has been trafficked, engages 
such person for sexual exploitation in any manner, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which shall not be less than three years, but which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. ] 


371. Habitual dealing in slaves —Whoever habitually imports, exports, removes, buys, sells, traffics 
or deals in slaves, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


372. Selling minor for purposes of prostitution, ete —Whoever sells, lets to hire, or otherwise 
disposes of any “[person under the age of eighteen years with intent that such person shall at any age be 
employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful 
and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such person will at any age be] employed or used for 
any such purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life”. 
2. Subs. by Act 18 of 1924, s. 2, for certain words. 
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‘Explanation I—When a female under the age of eighteen years is sold, let for hire, or otherwise 
disposed of to a prostitute or to any person who keeps or manages a brothel, the person so disposing of 
such female shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have disposed of her with the intent that 
she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation II—For the purposes of this section “illicit intercourse” means sexual intercourse 
between persons not united by marriage or by any union or tie which, though not amounting to a 
marriage, is recognised by the personal law or custom of the community to which they belong or, where 
they belong to different communities, of both such communities, as constituting between them a quasi- 
marital relation. ] 


373. Buying minor for purposes of prostitution, etc —Whoever buys, hires or otherwise obtains 
possession of any [person under the age of eighteen years with intent that such person shall at any age be 
employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful 
and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such person will at any age be] employed or used for 
any such purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


*[Explanation I.—Any prostitute or any person keeping or managing a brothel, who buys, hires or 
otherwise obtains possession of a female under the age of eighteen years shall, until the contrary is 
proved, be presumed to have obtained possession of such female with the intent that she shall be used for 
the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation I.—*Illicit intercourse” has the same meaning as in section 372.] 


374. Unlawful compulsory labour —Whoever unlawfully compels any person to labour against the 
will of that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 

“(Sexual offences 
°[375. Rape —A man is said to commit “rape” if he— 


(a) penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra or anus of a woman or 
makes her to do so with him or any other person; or 


(b) inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of the body, not being the penis, into the vagina, the 
urethra or anus of a woman or makes her to do so with him or any other person; or 


(c) manipulates any part of the body of a woman so as to cause penetration into the vagina, 
urethra, anus or any part of body of such woman or makes her to do so with him or any other person; 
or 


(d) applies his mouth to the vagina, anus, urethra of a woman or makes her to do so with him or 
any other person, 


under the circumstances falling under any of the following seven descriptions: — 
First.—Against her will. 
Secondly.—Without her consent. 


Thirdly.—With her consent, when her consent has been obtained by putting her or any person in 
whom she is interested, in fear of death or of hurt. 


Fourthly —With her consent, when the man knows that he is not her husband and that her 
consent is given because she believes that he is another man to whom she is or believes herself to be 
lawfully married. 


1. Added by Act 18 of 1924, s.3 

2. Subs. by s. 2, ibid., for certain words. 

3. Added by s. 4, ibid. 

4. Subs. by Act 43 of 1983, s. 3, for the heading “Of rape” and ss. 375 and 376. 

5. Subs. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 9, for sections 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C and 376D (w.e.f. 03-02-2013). 
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Fifthly—With her consent when, at the time of giving such consent, by reason of unsoundness of 
mind or intoxication or the administration by him personally or through another of any stupefying or 
unwholesome substance, she is unable to understand the nature and consequences of that to which she 
gives consent. 


Sixthly.—With or without her consent, when she is under eighteen years of age. 
Seventhly—When she is unable to communicate consent. 
Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “vagina” shall also include labia majora. 


Explanation 2.—Consent means an unequivocal voluntary agreement when the woman by words, 
gestures or any form of verbal or non-verbal communication, communicates willingness to participate in 
the specific sexual act: 


Provided that a woman who does not physically resist to the act of penetration shall not by the reason 
only of that fact, be regarded as consenting to the sexual activity. 


Exception 1A medical procedure or intervention shall not constitute rape. 


Exception 2.—Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being under 
fifteen years of age, is not rape. 


376. Punishment for rape—(/) Whoever, except in the cases provided for in sub-section (2), 
commits rape, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of either description for a term which shall 
not be less than seven years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


(2) Whoever,— 
(a) being a police officer, commits rape— 
(i) within the limits of the police station to which such police officer is appointed; or 
(ii) in the premises of any station house; or 


(iii) On a woman in such police officer's custody or in the custody of a police officer 
subordinate to such police officer; or 


(b) being a public servant, commits rape on a woman in such public servant's custody or in the 
custody of a public servant subordinate to such public servant; or 


(c) being a member of the armed forces deployed in an area by the Central or a State Government 
commits rape in such area; or 


(d) being on the management or on the staff of a jail, remand home or other place of custody 
established by or under any law for the time being in force or of a women's or children's institution, 
commits rape on any inmate of such jail, remand home, place or institution; or 


(e) being on the management or on the staff of a hospital, commits rape on a woman in that 
hospital; or 


(f) being a relative, guardian or teacher of, or a person in a position of trust or authority towards 
the woman, commits rape on such woman; or 


(g) commits rape during communal or sectarian violence; or 

(h) commits rape on a woman knowing her to be pregnant; or 

(i) commits rape on a woman when she is under sixteen years of age; or 

(j) commits rape, on a woman incapable of giving consent; or 

(k) being in a position of control or dominance over a woman, commits rape on such woman; or 
(2) commits rape on a woman suffering from mental or physical disability; or 


(m) while committing rape causes grievous bodily harm or maims or disfigures or endangers the 
life of a woman; or 
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(n) commits rape repeatedly on the same woman, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years, but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person's 
natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section,— 


(a) “armed forces” means the naval, military and air forces and includes any member of the 
Armed Forces constituted under any law for the time being in force, including the paramilitary forces 
and any auxiliary forces that are under the control of the Central Government or the State 
Government; 


(b) “hospital” means the precincts of the hospital and includes the precincts of any institution for 
the reception and treatment of persons during convalescence or of persons requiring medical attention 
or rehabilitation; 


(c) “police officer” shall have the same meaning as assigned to the expression “police” under the 
Police Act, 1861 (5 of 1861); 


(d) “women's or children's institution” means an institution, whether called an orphanage or a 
home for neglected women or children or a widow's home or an institution called by any other name, 
which is established and maintained for the reception and care of women or children. 


376A. Punishment for causing death or resulting in persistent vegetative state of victim. 
Whoever, commits an offence punishable under sub-section (/) or sub-section (2) of section 376 and in 
the course of such commission inflicts an injury which causes the death of the woman or causes the 
woman to be in a persistent vegetative state, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which shall not be less than twenty years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person's natural life, or with death. 


376B. Sexual intercourse by husband upon his wife during separation—Whoever has sexual 
intercourse with his own wife, who is living separately, whether under a decree of separation or 
otherwise, without her consent, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which shall not be less than two years but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


Explanation.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of the acts mentioned in clauses 
(a) to (d) of section 375. 


376C. Sexual intercourse by a person in authority —Whoever, being— 
(a) in a position of authority or in a fiduciary relationship; or 
(b) a public servant; or 


(c) superintendent or manager of a jail, remand home or other place of custody established by or 
under any law for the time being in force, or a women's or children's institution; or 


(d) on the management of a hospital or being on the staff of a hospital, 


abuses such position or fiduciary relationship to induce or seduce any woman either in his custody or 
under his charge or present in the premises to have sexual intercourse with him, such sexual intercourse 
not amounting to the offence of rape, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of either description 
for a term which shall not be less than five years, but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of the acts mentioned in 
clauses (a) to (d) of section 375. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, Explanation 1 to section 375 shall also be 
applicable. 


Explanation 3.—*Superintendent”, in relation to a jail, remand home or other place of custody or 
a women's or children's institution, includes a person holding any other office in such jail, remand 


87 


home, place or institution by virtue of which such person can exercise any authority or control over 
its inmates. 


Explanation 4.—The expressions “hospital” and “women's or children's institution” shall 
respectively have the same meaning as in Explanation to sub-section (2) of section 376. 


376D. Gang rape—Where a woman is raped by one or more persons constituting a group or acting 
in furtherance of a common intention, each of those persons shall be deemed to have committed the 
offence of rape and shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
twenty years, but which may extend to life which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that 
person's natural life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and rehabilitation of 
the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this section shall be paid to the victim. 


376E. Punishment for repeat offenders—Whoever has been previously convicted of an offence 
punishable under section 376 or section 376A or section 376D and is subsequently convicted of an 
offence punishable under any of the said sections shall be punished with imprisonment for life which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person's natural life, or with death.]] 


Of Unnatural Offences 


377. Unnatural offences—Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the order of nature 
with any man, woman or animal, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—Penetration is sufficient to constitute the carnal intercourse necessary to the offence 
described in this section. 


CHAPTER XVII 
OF OFFENCESAGAINST PROPERTY 
Of Theft 


378. Theft —Whoever, intending to take dishonestly any movable property out of the possession of 
any person without that person's consent, moves that property in order to such taking, is said to commit 
theft. 


Explanation 1.—A thing so long as it is attached to the earth, not being movable property, is not the 
subject of theft; but it becomes capable of being the subject of theft as soon as it is severed from the earth. 


Explanation 2——A moving effected by the same act which effects the severance may be a theft. 


Explanation 3.—A person is said to cause a thing to move by removing an obstacle which prevented 
it from moving or by separating it from any other thing, as well as by actually moving it. 


Explanation 4.—A person, who by any means causes an animal to move, is said to move that animal, 
and to move everything which, in consequence of the motion so caused, is moved by that animal. 


Explanation 5.—The consent mentioned in the definition may be express or implied, and may be 
given either by the person in possession, or by any person having for that purpose authority either express 
or implied. 

Illustrations 


(a) A cuts down a tree on Z's ground, with the intention of dishonestly taking the tree out of Z's possession without Z's 
consent. Here, as soon as A has severed the tree in order to such taking, he has committed theft. 


(b) A puts a bait for dogs in his pocket, and thus induces Z's dog to follow it. Here, if A's intention be dishonestly to take the 
dog out of Z's possession without Z's consent, A has committed theft as soon as Z's dog has begun to follow A. 


(c) A meets a bullock carrying a box of treasure. He drives the bullock in a certain direction, in order that he may 
dishonestly take the treasure. As soon as the bullock begins to move, A has committed theft of the treasure. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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(d) A being Z's servant, and entrusted by Z with the care of Z's plate, dishonestly runs away with the plate, without Z's 
consent. A has committed theft. 


(e) Z, going on a journey, entrusts his plate to A, the keeper of a warehouse, till Z shall return. A carries the plate to a 
goldsmith and sells it. Here the plate was not in Z's possession. It could not therefore be taken out of Z's possession, and A has 
not committed theft, though he may have committed criminal breach of trust. 


(f) A finds a ring belonging to Z on a table in the house which Z occupies. Here the ring is in Z's possession, and if A 
dishonestly removes it, A commits theft. 


(g) A finds a ring lying on the highroad, not in the possession of any person. A, by taking it, commits no theft, though he 
may commit criminal misappropriation of property. 


(h) A sees aring belonging to Z lying on a table in Z's house. Not venturing to misappropriate the ring immediately for fear 
of search and detection, A hides the ring in a place where it is highly improbable that it will ever be found by Z, with the 
intention of taking the ring from the hiding place and selling it when the loss is forgotten. Here A, at the time of first moving the 
ring, commits theft. 


(i) A delivers his watch to Z, a jeweller, to be regulated. Z carries it to his shop. A, not owing to the jeweller any debt for 
which the jeweller might lawfully detain the watch as a security, enters the shop openly, takes his watch by force out of Z's hand, 
and carries it away. Here A, though he may have committed criminal trespass and assault, has not committed theft, inasmuch as 
what he did was not done dishonestly. 


(j) If A owes money to Z for repairing the watch, and if Z retains the watch lawfully as a security for the debt, and A takes 
the watch out of Z's possession, with the intention of depriving Z of the property as a security for his debt, he commits theft, 
inasmuch as he takes it dishonestly. 


(k) Again, if A, having pawned his watch to Z, takes it out of Z's possession without Z's consent, not having paid what he 
borrowed on the watch, he commits theft, though the watch is his own property inasmuch as he takes it dishonestly. 


(J) A takes an article belonging to Z out of Z's possession without Z's consent, with the intention of keeping it until he 
obtains money from Z as a reward for its restoration. Here A takes dishonestly; A has therefor committed theft. 


(m) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z's library in Z's absence, and takes away a book without Z's express 
consent for the purpose merely of reading it, and with the intention of returning it. Here, it is probable that A may have conceived 
that he had Z's implied consent to use Z's book. If this was A's impression, A has not committed theft. 


(n) A asks charity from Z's wife. She gives A money, food and clothes, which A knows to belong to Z her husband. Here it 
is probable that A may conceive that Z's wife is authorised to give away alms. If this was A's impression, A has not committed 
theft. 


(0) Ais the paramour of Z's wife. She gives a valuable property, which A knows to belong to her husband Z, and to be such 
property as she has not authority from Z to give. If A takes the property dishonestly, he commits theft. 


(p) A, in good faith, believing property belonging to Z to be A's own property, takes that property out of B's possession. 
Here, as A does not take dishonestly, he does not commit theft. 


379. Punishment for theft —Whoever commits theft shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


380. Theft in dwelling house, ete —Whoever commits theft in any building, tent or vessel, which 
building, tent or vessel is used as a human dwelling, or used for the custody of property, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


381. Theft by clerk or servant of property in possession of master —Whoever, being a clerk or 
servant, or being employed in the capacity of a clerk or servant, commits theft in respect of any property 
in the possession of his master or employer, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


382. Theft after preparation made for causing death, hurt or restraint in order to the 
committing of the theft —Whoever commits theft, having made preparation for causing death, or hurt, 
or restraint, or fear of death, or of hurt, or of restraint, to any person, in order to the committing of such 
theft, or in order to the effecting of his escape after the committing of such theft, or in order to the 
retaining of property taken by such theft, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations 


(a) A commits theft on property in Z's possession; and while committing this theft, he has a loaded pistol under his garment, 
having provided this pistol for the purpose of hurting Z in case Z should resist. A has committed the offence defined in this 
section. 
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(b) A picks Z's pocket, having posted several of his companions near him, in order that they may restrain Z, if Z should 
perceive what is passing and should resist, or should attempt to apprehend A. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Of Extortion 


383. Extortion Whoever intentionally puts any person in fear of any injury to that person, or to any 
other, and thereby dishonestly induces the person so put in fear to deliver to any person any property, or 
valuable security or anything signed or sealed which may be converted into a valuable security, commits 
“extortion”. 


Illustrations 


(a) A threatens to publish a defamatory libel concerning Z unless Z gives him money. He thus induces Z to give him money. 
A has committed extortion. 


(b) A threatens Z that he will keep Z's child in wrongful confinement, unless Z will sign and deliver to A a promissory note 
binding Z to pay certain monies to A. Z sings and delivers the note. A has committed extortion. 


(c) A threatens to send club-men to plough up Z's field unless Z will sign and deliver to B a bond binding Z under a penalty 
to deliver certain produce to B, and thereby induces Z to sign and deliver the bond. A has committed extortion. 


(d) A, by putting Z in fear of grievous hurt, dishonestly induces Z to sign or affix his seal to a blank paper and deliver it to 
A. Z sings and delivers the paper to A. Here, as the paper so signed may be converted into a valuable security. A has committed 
extortion. 


384. Punishment for extortion Whoever commits extortion shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


385. Putting person in fear of injury in order to commit extortion —Whoever, in order to the 
committing of extortion, puts any person in fear, or attempts to put any person in fear, of any injury, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


386. Extortion by putting a person in fear of death or grievous hurt—Whoever commits 
extortion by putting any person in fear of death or of grievous hurt to that person or to any other, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


387. Putting person in fear of death or of grievous hurt, in order to commit extortion — 
Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or attempts to put any person in fear of death or of 
grievous hurt to that person or to any other, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


388. Extortion by threat of accusation of an offence punishable with death or imprisonment for 
life, ete —Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of an accusation against that person 
or any other, of having committed or attempted to commit any offence punishable with death, or with 
'fimprisonment for life], or with imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, or of having 
attempted to induce any other person to commit such offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; and, if the 
offence be one punishable under section 377 of this Code, may be punished with '[imprisonment for life]. 


389. Putting person in fear or accusation of offence, in order to commit extortion.— Whoever, in 
order to the committing of extortion, puts or attempts to put any person in fear of an accusation, against 
that person or any other, of having committed, or attempted to commit, an offence punishable with death 
or with '[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine; and, if the offence be punishable under section 377 of this Code, may be punished with 
[imprisonment for life]. 


Of Robbery and Dacoity 
390. Robbery.—In all robbery there is either theft or extortion. 


When theft is robbery —Theft is “robbery” if, in order to the committing of the theft, or in 
committing the theft, or in carrying away or attempting to carry away property obtained by the theft, the 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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offender, for that end voluntarily causes or attempts to cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful 
restraint, or fear of instant death or of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


When extortion is robbery —Extortion is “robbery” if the offender, at the time of committing the 
extortion, is in the presence of the person put in fear, and commits the extortion by putting that person in 
fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint to that person or to some other person, 
and, by so putting in fear, induces the person so put in fear then and there to deliver up the thing extorted. 


Explanation.—The offender is said to be present if he is sufficiently near to put the other person in 
fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


Illustrations 


(a) A holds Z down, and fraudulently takes Z's money and jewels from Z's clothes, without Z's consent. Here A has 
committed theft, and, in order to the committing of that theft, has voluntarily caused wrongful restraint to Z. A has therefore 
committed robbery. 


(b) A meets Z on the high road, shows a pistol, and demands Z's purse. Z, in consequence, surrenders his purse. Here A has 
extorted the purse from Z by putting him in fear of instant hurt, and being at the time of committing the extortion in his presence. 
A has therefore committed robbery. 


(c) A meets Z and Z's child on the high road. A takes the child, and threatens to filing it down a precipice, unless Z delivers 
his purse. Z, in consequence, delivers his purse. Here A has extorted the purse from Z, by causing Z to be in fear of instant hurt to 
the child who is there present. A has therefore committed robbery on Z. 


(d) A obtains property from Z by saying “Your child is in the hands of my gang, and will be put to death unless you send us 
ten thousand rupees”. This is extortion, and punishable as such: but it is not robbery, unless Z is put in fear of the instant death of 
his child. 


391. Dacoity—When five or more persons conjointly commit or attempt to commit a robbery, or 
where the whole number of persons conjointly committing or attempting to commit a robbery, and 
persons present and aiding such commission or attempt, amount to five or more, every person so 
committing, attempting or aiding, is said to commit “dacoity”. 


392. Punishment for robbery—Whoever commits robbery shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; and, if the robbery 
be committed on the highway between sunset and sunrise, the imprisonment may be extended to fourteen 
years. 


393. Attempt to commit robbery—Whoever attempts to commit robbery shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


394. Voluntarily causing hurt in committing robbery——If any person, in committing or in 
attempting to commit robbery, voluntarily causes hurt, such person, and any other person jointly 
concerned in committing or attempting to commit such robbery, shall be punished with '[imprisonment 
for life], or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


395. Punishment for dacoity —Whoever commits dacoity shall be punished with '[imprisonment for 
life], or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


396. Dacoity with murder.—If any one of five or more persons, who are conjointly committing 
dacoity, commits murder in so committing dacoity, every one of those persons shall be punished with 
death, or '[imprisonment for life], or rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


397. Robbery, or dacoity, with attempt to cause death or grievous hurt.—lIf, at the time of 
committing robbery or dacoity, the offender uses any deadly weapon, or causes grievous hurt to any 
person, or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, the imprisonment with which such 
offender shall be punished shall not be less than seven years. 


398. Attempt to commit robbery or dacoitywhen armed with deadly weapon.—lf, at the time of 
attempting to commit robbery or dacoity, the offender is armed with any deadly weapon, the 
imprisonment with which such offender shall be punished shall not be less than seven years. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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399. Making preparation to commit dacoity—Whoever makes any preparation for committing 
dacoity, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


400. Punishment for belonging to gang of dacoits——Whoever, at any time after the passing of this 
Act, shall belong to a gang of persons associated for the purpose of habitually committing dacoity, shall 
be punished with '[imprisonment for life], or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


401. Punishment for belonging to gang of thieves—Whoever, at any time after the passing of this 
Act, shall belong to any wandering or other gang of persons associated for the purpose of habitually 
committing theft or robbery, and not being a gang of thugs or dacoits, shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


402. Assembling for purpose of committing dacoity—Whoever, at any time after the passing of 
this Act, shall be one of five or more persons assembled for the purpose of committing dacoity, shall be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


Of Criminal Misappropriation of Property 


403. Dishonest misappropriation of property—Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts 
to his own use any movable property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A takes property belonging to Z out of Z's possession, in good faith believing at the time when he takes it, that the 
property belongs to himself. A is not guilty of theft; but if A, after discovering his mistake, dishonestly appropriates the property 
to his own use, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(b) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z's library in Z's absence, and takes away a book without Z's express 
consent. Here, if A was under the impression that he had Z's implied consent to take the book for the purpose of reading it, A has 
not committed theft. But, if A afterwards sells the book for his own benefit, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(c) A and B, being, joint owners of a horse, A takes the horse out of B's possession, intending to use it. Here, as A has a right 
to use the horse, he does not dishonestly misappropriate it. But, if A sells the horse and appropriates the whole proceeds to his 
own use, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 


Explanation I.—A dishonest misappropriation for a time only is a misappropriation with the meaning 
of this section. 


Illustration 


A finds a Government promissory note belonging to Z, bearing a blank endorsement. A, knowing that the note belongs to Z, 
pledges it with a banker as a security or a loan, intending at a future time to restore it to Z. A has committed an offence under this 
section. 


Explanation 2.—A person who finds property not in the possession of any other person, and takes 
such property for the purpose of protecting it for, or of restoring it to, the owner, does not take or 
misappropriate it dishonestly, and is not guilty of an offence; but he is guilty of the offence above defined, 
if he appropriates it to his own use, when he knows or has the means of discovering the owner, or before 
he has used reasonable means to discover and give notice to the owner and has kept the property a 
reasonable time to enable the owner to claim it. 


What are reasonable means or what is a reasonable time in such a case, is a question of fact. 


It is not necessary that the finder should know who is the owner of the property, or that any particular 
person is the owner of it; it is sufficient if, at the time of appropriating it, he does not believe it to be his 
own property, or in good faith believe that the real owner cannot be found. 


Illustrations 


(a) A finds a rupee on the high road, not knowing to whom the rupee belongs, A picks up the rupee. Here A has not 
committed the offence defined in this section. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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(b) A finds a letter on the road, containing a bank note. From the direction and contents of the letter he learns to whom the 
note belongs. He appropriates the note. He is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(c) A finds a cheque payable to bearer. He can form no conjecture as to the person who has lost the cheque. But the name of 
the person, who has drawn the cheque, appears. A knows that this person can direct him to the person in whose favour the cheque 
was drawn. A appropriates the cheque without attempting to discover the owner. He is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(d) A sees Z drop his purse with money in it. A picks up the purse with the intention of restoring it to Z, but afterwards 
appropriates it to his own use. A has committed an offence under this section. 


(e) A finds a purse with money, not knowing to whom it belongs; he afterwards discovers that it belongs to Z, and 
appropriates it to his own use. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


(f) A finds a valuable ring, not knowing to whom it belongs. A sells it immediately without attempting to discover the 
owner. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


404. Dishonest misappropriation of property possessed by deceased person at the time of his 
death—Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use property, knowing that such 
property was in the possession of a deceased person at the time of that person's decease, and has not since 
been in the possession of any person legally entitled to such possession, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to 
fine, and if the offender at the time of such person's decease was employed by him as a clerk or servant, 
the imprisonment may extend to seven years. 


Illustration 


Z dies in possession of furniture and money. His servant A, before the money comes into the possession of any person 
entitled to such possession, dishonestly misappropriates it. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Of Criminal Breach of Trust 


405. Criminal breach of trust —Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or with any 
dominion over property, dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use that property, or 
dishonestly uses or disposes of that property in violation of any direction of law prescribing the mode in 
which such trust is to be discharged, or of any legal contract, express or implied, which he has made 
touching the discharge of such trust, or wilfully suffers any other person so to do, commits “criminal 
breach of trust”. 


'P [Explanation 1|—A person, being an employer *[of an establishment whether exempted under 
section 17 of the Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 (19 of 1952) or 
not] who deducts the employee’s contribution from the wages payable to the employee for credit to a 
Provident Fund or Family Pension Fund established by any law for the time being in force, shall be 
deemed to have been entrusted with the amount of the contribution so deducted by him and if he makes 
default in the payment of such contribution to the said Fund in violation of the said law, shall be deemed 
to have dishonestly used the amount of the said contribution in violation of a direction of law as 
aforesaid. | 


“{Explanation 2—A person, being an employer, who deducts the employees’ contribution from the 
wages payable to the employee for credit to the Employees' State Insurance Fund held and administered 
by the Employees' State Insurance Corporation established under the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 
1948 (34 of 1948), shall be deemed to have been entrusted with the amount of the contribution so 
deducted by him and if he makes default in the payment of such contribution to the said Fund in violation 
of the said Act, shall be deemed to have dishonestly used the amount of the said contribution in violation 
of a direction of law as aforesaid. ] 


Illustrations 


(a) A, being executor to the will of a deceased person, dishonestly disobeys the law which directs him to divide the effects 
according to the will, and appropriates them to his own use. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(b) A is a warehouse-keeper. Z going on a journey, entrusts his furniture to A, under a contract that it shall be returned on 
payment of a stipulated sum for warehouse room. A dishonestly sells the goods. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


1. Ins. by Act 40 of 1973, s. 9 (w.e.f. 1-11-1973). 

2. Explanation numbered as Explanation I by Act 38 of 1975, s. 9 (w.e.f. 1-9-1975). 
3. Ins. by Act 33 of 1988, s. 27 (w.e.f. 1-8-1988). 

4. Ins. by Act 38 of 1975, s. 9 (w.e.f. 1-9-1975). 
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(c) A, residing in Calcutta, is agent for Z, residing at Delhi. There is an express or implied contract between A and Z, that all 
sums remitted by Z to A shall be invested by A, according to Z's direction. Z remits a lakh of rupees to A, with directions to A to 
invest the same in Company's paper. A dishonestly disobeys the directions and employs the money in his own business. A has 
committed criminal breach of trust. 


(d) But if A, in the last illustration, not dishonestly but in good faith, believing that it will be more for Z's advantage to hold 
shares in the Bank of Bengal, disobeys Z's directions, and buys shares in the Bank of Bengal, for Z, instead of buying Company's 
paper, here, thought Z should suffer loss, and should be entitled to bring a civil action against A, on account of that loss, yet A, 
not having acted dishonestly, has not committed criminal breach of trust. 


(e) A, a revenue-officer, is entrusted with public money and is either directed by law, or bound by a contract, express or 
implied, with the Government, to pay into a certain treasury all the public money which he holds. A dishonestly appropriates the 
money. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(f) A, a carrier, is entrusted by Z with property to be carried by land or by water. A dishonestly misappropriates the property. 
A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


406. Punishment for criminal breach of trust —Whoever commits criminal breach of trust shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


407. Criminal breach of trust by carrier, ete —Whoever, being entrusted with property as a carrier, 
wharfinger or warehouse-keeper, commits criminal breach of trust in respect of such property, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


408. Criminal breach of trust by clerk or servant—Whoever, being a clerk or servant or employed 
as a clerk or servant, and being in any manner entrusted in such capacity with property, or with any 
dominion over property, commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that property, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


409. Criminal breach of trust by public servant, or by banker, merchant or agent—Whoever, 
being in any manner entrusted with property, or with any dominion over property in his capacity of a 
public servant or in the way of his business as a banker, merchant, factor, broker, attorney or agent, 
commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that property, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for 
life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Of the Receiving of Stolen Property 


410. Stolen property —Property, the possession whereof has been transferred by theft, or by 
extortion, or by robbery, and property which has been criminally misappropriated or in respect of which 
«i 36 criminal breach of trust has been committed, is designated as “stolen property”, “[whether the 
transfer has been made, or the misappropriation or breach of trust has been committed, within or without 
*[India]]. But, if such property subsequently comes into the possession of a person legally entitled to the 


possession thereof, it then ceases to be stolen property. 


411. Dishonestly receiving stolen property—Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen 
property, knowing or having reason to believe the same to be stolen property, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


412. Dishonestly receiving property stolen in the commission of a dacoity —Whoever dishonestly 
receives or retains any stolen property, the possession whereof he knows or has reason to believe to have 
been transferred by the commission of dacoity, or dishonestly receives from a person, whom he knows or 
has reason to believe to belong or to have belonged to a gang of dacoits, property which he knows or has 
reason to believe to have been stolen, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for life], or with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

2. The word “the” rep by Act 12 of 1891, s. 2 and the First Sch. 

3. The words “offence of” rep by Act 8 of 1882, s. 9. 

4. Ins. by s. 9, ibid. 

5. The words “British India” have successively been subs. by the A. O. 1948, the A. O. 1950 and Act 3 of 1951, s. 3 and the Sch., 
to read as above. 
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413. Habitually dealing in stolen property——Whoever habitually receives or deals in property 
which he knows or has reason to believe to be stolen property, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for 
life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


414. Assisting in concealment of stolen property —Whoever voluntarily assists in concealing or 
disposing of or making away with property which he knows or has reason to believe to be stolen property, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or 
with fine, or with both. 


Of Cheating 


415. Cheating —Whoever, by deceiving any person, fraudulently or dishonestly induces the person 
so deceived to deliver any property to any person, or to consent that any person shall retain any property, 
or intentionally induces the person so deceived to do or omit to do anything which he would not do or 
omit if he were not so deceived, and which act or omission causes or is likely to cause damage or harm to 
that person in body, mind, reputation or property, is said to “cheat”. 


Explanation.—A dishonest concealment of facts is a deception within the meaning of this section. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, by falsely pretending to be in the Civil Service, intentionally deceives Z, and thus dishonestly induces Z to let him 
have on credit goods for which he does not mean to pay. A cheats. 


(b) A, by putting a counterfeit mark on an article, intentionally deceives Z into a belief that this article was made by a certain 
celebrated manufacturer, and thus dishonestly induces Z to buy and pay for the article. A cheats. 


(c) A, by exhibiting to Z a false sample of an article intentionally deceives Z into believing that the article corresponds with 
the sample, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to buy and pay for the article. A cheats. 


(d) A, by tendering in payment for an article a bill on a house with which A keeps no money, and by which A expects that 
the bill will be dishonoured, intentionally deceives Z, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to deliver the article, intending not to 
pay for it. A cheats. 


(e) A, by pledging as diamond articles which he knows are not diamonds, intentionally deceives Z, and thereby dishonestly 
induces Z to lend money. A cheats. 


(f) A Intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A means to repay any money that Z may lend to him and thereby dishonestly 
induces Z to lend him money, A not intending to repay it. A cheats. 


(g) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A means to deliver to Z a certain quantity of indigo plant which he does not 
intend to deliver, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to advance money upon the faith of such delivery. A cheats; but if A, at the 
time of obtaining the money, intends to deliver the indigo plant, and afterwards breaks his contract and does not deliver it, he 
does not cheat, but is liable only to a civil action for breach of contract. 


(h) A intentionally deceives Z into a belief that A has performed A's part of a contract made with Z, which he has not 
performed, and thereby dishonestly induces Z to pay money. A cheats. 


(i) A sells and conveys an estate to B. A, knowing that in consequence of such sale he has no right to the property, sells or 
mortgages the same to Z, without disclosing the fact of the previous sale and conveyance to B, and receives the purchase or 
mortgage money from Z. A cheats. 


416. Cheating by personation.—A person is said to “cheat by personation” if he cheats by 
pretending to be some other person, or by knowingly substituting one person for or another, or 
representing that he or any other person is a person other than he or such other person really is. 


Explanation.—The offence is committed whether the individual personated is a real or imaginary 
person. 


Illustrations 
(a) A cheats by pretending to be a certain rich banker of the same name. A cheats by personation. 


(b) A cheats by pretending to be B, a person who is deceased. A cheats by personation. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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417. Punishment for cheating —Whoever cheats shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


418. Cheating with knowledge that wrongful loss may ensue to person whose interest offender is 
bound to protect—Whoever cheats with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause wrongful loss 
to a person whose interest in the transaction to which the cheating relates, he was bound, either by law, or 
by a legal contract, to protect, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


419. Punishment for cheating by personation Whoever cheats by personation shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


420. Cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property—Whoever cheats and thereby 
dishonestly induces the person deceived to deliver any property to any person, or to make, alter or destroy 
the whole or any part of a valuable security, or anything which is signed or sealed, and which is capable 
of being converted into a valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of Fraudulent Deeds and Dispositions of Property 


421. Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property to prevent distribution among 
creditors ——Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently removes, conceals or delivers to any person, or transfers 
or causes to be transferred to any person, without adequate consideration, any property, intending thereby 
to prevent, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby prevent, the distribution of that property 
according to law among his creditors or the creditors of any other person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


422. Dishonestly or fraudulently preventing debt being available for creditors —Whoever 
dishonestly or fraudulently prevents any debt or demand due to himself or to any other person from being 
made available according to law for payment of his debts or the debts of such other person, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


423. Dishonest or fraudulent execution of deed of transfer containing false statement of 
consideration —Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently signs, executes or becomes a party to any deed or 
instrument which purports to transfer or subject to any charge any property, or any interest therein, and 
which contains any false statement relating to the consideration for such transfer or charge, or relating to 
the person or persons for whose use or benefit it is really intended to operate, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


424. Dishonest or fraudulent removal or concealment of property—Whoever dishonestly or 
fraudulently conceals or removes any property of himself or any other person, or dishonestly or 
fraudulently assists in the concealment or removal thereof, or dishonestly releases any demand or claim to 
which he is entitled, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of Mischief 


425. Mischief —Whoever with intent to cause, or knowing that he is likely to cause, wrongful loss or 
damage to the public or to any person, causes the destruction of any property, or any such change in any 
property or in the situation thereof as destroys or diminishes its value or utility, or affects it injuriously, 
commits “mischief”. 

Explanation 1 —It is not essential to the offence of mischief that the offender should intend to cause 
loss or damage to the owner of the property injured or destroyed. It is sufficient if he intends to cause, or 
knows that he is likely to cause, wrongful loss or damage to any person by injuring any property, whether 
it belongs to that person or not. 


Explanation 2—Mischief may be committed by an act affecting property belonging to the person 
who commits the act, or to that person and others jointly. 
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Illustrations 
(a) A voluntarily burns a valuable security belonging to Z intending to cause wrongful loss to Z. A has committed mischief. 


(b) A introduces water in to an ice-house belonging to Z and thus causes the ice to melt, intending wrongful loss to Z. A has 
committed mischief. 


(c) A voluntarily throws into a river a ring belonging to Z, with the intention of thereby causing wrongful loss to Z. A has 
committed mischief. 


(d) A, knowing that his effects are about to be taken in execution in order to satisfy a debt due from him to Z, destroys those 
effects, with the intention of thereby preventing Z from obtaining satisfaction of the debt, and of thus causing damage to Z. A has 
committed mischief. 


(e) A having insured a ship, voluntarily causes the same to be cast away, with the intention of causing damage to the 
underwriters. A has committed mischief. 


(f) A causes a ship to be cast away, intending thereby to cause damage to Z who has lent money on bottomry on the ship. A 
has committed mischief. 


(g) A, having joint property with Z in a horse, shoots the horse, intending thereby to cause wrongful loss to Z. A has 
committed mischief. 


(h) A causes cattle to enter upon a field belonging to Z, intending to cause and knowing that he is likely to cause damage to 
Z's crop. A has committed mischief. 


426. Punishment for mischief—Whoever commits mischief shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine, or with both. 


427. Mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty rupees—Whoever commits mischief and 
thereby causes loss or damage to the amount of fifty rupees or upwards, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


428. Mischief by killing or maiming animal of the value of ten rupees—Whoever commits 
mischief by killing, poisoning, maiming or rendering useless any animal or animals of the value of the ten 
rupees or upwards, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


429. Mischief by killing or maiming cattle, etc., of any value or any animal of the value of fifty 
rupees.—Whoever commits mischief by killing, poisoning, maiming or rendering useless, any elephant, 
camel, horse, mule, buffalo, bull, cow or ox, whatever may be the value thereof, or any other animal of 
the value of fifty rupees or upwards, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


430. Mischief by injury to works of irrigation or by wrongfully diverting water —Whoever 
commits mischief by doing any act which causes, or which he knows to be likely to cause, a diminution 
of the supply of water for agricultural purposes, or for food or drink for human beings or for animals 
which are property, or for cleanliness or for carrying on any manufacture, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


431. Mischief by injury to public road, bridge, river or channel Whoever commits mischief by 
doing any act which renders or which he knows to be likely to render any public road, bridge, navigable 
river or navigable channel, natural or artificial, impassable or less safe for travelling or conveying 
property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


432. Mischief by causing inundation or obstruction to public drainage attended with damage. — 
Whoever commits mischief by doing any act which causes or which he knows to be likely to cause an 
inundation or an obstruction to any public drainage attended with injury or damage, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


433. Mischief by destroying, moving or rendering less useful a light-house or sea-mark.— 
Whoever commits mischief by destroying or moving any light-house or other light used as a sea-mark, or 
any sea- mark or buoy or other thing placed as a guide for navigators, or by any act which renders any 
such light-house, sea-mark, buoy or other such thing as aforesaid less useful as a guide for navigators, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or 
with fine, or with both. 
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434. Mischief by destroying or moving, etc., a land-mark fixed by public authority —Whoever 
commits mischief by destroying or moving any land-mark fixed by the authority of a public servant, or by 
any act which renders such land-mark less useful as such, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


435. Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to cause damage to amount of one 
hundred or (in case of agricultural produce) ten rupees—Whoever commits mischief by fire or any 
explosive substance intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby cause, damage to 
any property to the amount of one hundred rupees or upwards ‘for (where the property is agricultural 
produce) ten rupees or upwards], shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine. 


436. Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to destroy house, ete—Whoever commits 
mischief by fire or any explosive substance, intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will 
thereby cause, the destruction of any building which is ordinarily used as a place of worship or as a 
human dwelling or as a place for the custody of property, shall be punished with “[imprisonment for life], 
or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


437. Mischief with intent to destroy or make unsafe a decked vessel or one of twenty tons 
burden.—Whoever commits mischief to any decked vessel or any vessel of a burden of twenty tons or 
upwards, intending to destroy or render unsafe, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby destroy or 
render unsafe, that vessel, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


438. Punishment for the mischief described in section 437 committed by fire or explosive 
substance. —Whoever commits, or attempts to commit, by fire or any explosive substance, such mischief 
as is described in the last preceding section, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life]. or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


439. Punishment for intentionally running vessel aground or ashore with intent to commit theft, 
etc.—Whoever intentionally runs any vessel aground or ashore, intending to commit theft of any property 
contained therein or to dishonestly misappropriate any such property, or with intent that such theft or 
misappropriation of property may be committed, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


440. Mischief committed after preparation made for causing death or hurt—Whoever commits 
mischief, having made preparation for causing to any person death, or hurt, or wrongful restraint, or fear 
of death, or of hurt, or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of Criminal Trespass 


441. Criminal trespass—Whoever enters into or upon property in the possession of another with 
intent to commit an offence or to intimidate, insult or annoy any person in possession of such property, 


or having lawfully entered into or upon such property, unlawfully remains there with intent thereby to 
intimidate, insult or annoy any such person, or with intent to commit an offence, 


is said to commit “criminal trespass”. 


442. House-trespass——Whoever commits criminal trespass by entering into or remaining in any 
building, tent or vessel used as a human dwelling or any building used as a place for worship, or as a 
place for the custody of property, is said to commit “house-trespass”’. 


Explanation—The introduction of any part of the criminal trespasser's body is entering sufficient to 
constitute house-trespass. 


1. Ins. by Act 8 of 1882, s. 10 
2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation forlife” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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443. Lurking house-trespass—Whoever commits house-trespass having taken precautions to 
conceal such house-trespass from some person who has a right to exclude or eject the trespasser from the 
building, tent or vessel which is the subject of the trespass, is said to commit “lurking house-trespass”’. 


444. Lurking house-trespass by night —Whoever commits lurking house-trespass after sunset and 
before sunrise, is said to commit “lurking house-trespass by night”. 


445. House-breaking.—A person is said to commit “house-breaking” who commits house-trespass if 
he effects his entrance into the house or any part of it in any of the six ways hereinafter described; or if, 
being in the house or any part of it for the purpose of committing an offence, or having committed an 
offence therein, he quits the house or any part of it in any of such six ways, that is to say:— 


First.—If he enters or quits through a passage made by himself, or by any abettor of the house- 
trespass, in order to the committing of the house-trespass. 


Secondly.—If he enters or quits through any passage not intended by any person, other than himself 
or an abettor of the offence, for human entrance; or through any passage to which he has obtained access 
by scaling or climbing over any wall or building. 


Thirdly.—If he enters or quits through any passage which he or any abettor of the house-trespass has 
opened, in order to the committing of the house-trespass by any means by which that passage was not 
intended by the occupier of the house to be opened. 


Fourthly —If he enters or quits by opening any lock in order to the committing of the house-trespass, 
or in order to the quitting of the house after a house-trespass. 


Fifthly.—If he effects his entrance or departure by using criminal force or committing an assault, or 
by threatening any person with assault. 


Sixthly.—TIf he enters or quits by any passage which he knows to have been fastened against such 
entrance or departure, and to have been unfastened by himself or by an abettor of the house-trespass. 


Explanation.—Any out-house or building occupied with a house, and between which and such house 
there is an immediate internal communication, is part of the house within the meaning of this section. 
Illustrations 


(a) A commits house-trespass by making a hole through the wall of Z's house, and putting his hand through the aperture. 
This is house- breaking. 


(b) A commits house-trespass by creeping into a ship at a port- hole between decks. This is house-breaking. 
(c) A commits house-trespass by entering Z's house through a window. This is house-breaking. 


(d) A commits house-trespass by entering Z's house through the door, having opened a door which was fastened. This is 
house-breaking. 


(e) A commits house-trespass by entering Z's house through the door, having lifted a latch by putting a wire through a hole 
in the door. This is house-breaking. 


(f) A finds the key of Z's house door, which Z had lost, and commits house-trespass by entering Z's house, having opened 
the door with that key. This is house-breaking. 


(g) Z is standing in his doorway. A forces a passage by knocking Z down, and commits house-trespass by entering the 
house. This is house-breaking. 


(h) Z, the door-keeper of Y, is standing in Y's doorway. A commits house-trespass by entering the house, having deterred Z 
from opposing him by threatening to beat him. This is house-breaking. 


446. House-breaking by night—Whoever commits house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise, 
is said to commit “house-breaking by night”. 


447. Punishment for criminal trespass—Whoever commits criminal trespass shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which 
may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 


448. Punishment for house-trespass—Whoever commits house-trespass shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 
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449. House-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with death—Whoever commits 
house-trespass in order to the committing of any offence punishable with death, shall be punished with 
[imprisonment for life], or with rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


450. House-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with imprisonment for life — 
Whoever commits house-trespass in order to the committing of any offence punishable with 
‘[imprisonment for life], shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


451. House-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with imprisonment —Whoever 
commits house-trespass in order to the committing of any offence punishable with imprisonment, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, and shall 
also be liable to fine; and if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the term of the imprisonment 
may be extended to seven years. 


452. House-trespass alter preparation for hurt, assault or wrongful restraint —Whoever 
commits house-trespass, having made preparation for causing hurt to any person or for assaulting any 
person, or for wrongfully restraining any person, or for putting and person in fear of hurt, or of assault, or 
of wrongful restraint, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


453. Punishment for lurking house-trespass or house-breaking—Whoever commits lurking 
house-trespass or house-breaking, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


454. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking in order to commit offence punishable with 
imprisonment.—Whoever commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, in order to the committing 
of any offence punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if the offence intended to 
be committed is theft, the term of the imprisonment may be extended to ten years. 


455. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after preparation for hurt, assault or wrongful 
restraint —Whoever commits lurking house-trespass, or house-breaking, having made preparation for 
causing hurt to any person, or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully restraining any person, or for 
putting any person in fear of hurt or of assault or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description or a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


456. Punishment for lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night—Whoever commits 
lurking house-trespass by night, or house-breaking by night, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


457. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night in order to commit offence punishable 
with imprisonment —Whoever commits lurking house-trespass by night, or house-breaking by night, in 
order to the committing of any offence punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to 
fine; and, if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the term of the imprisonment may be extended 
to fourteen years. 


458. Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night after preparation for hurt, assault, or 
wrongful restraint—Whoever commits lurking house-trespass by night, or house-breaking by night, 
having made preparation for causing hurt to any person or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully 
restraining any person, or for putting any person in fear of hurt, or of assault, or of wrongful restraint, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to fourteen years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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459. Grievous hurt caused whilst committing lurking house-trespass or house-breaking. — 
Whoever, whilst committing lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, causes grievous hurt to any person 
or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, shall be punished with '[imprisonment for life], 
or imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


460. All persons jointly concerned in lurking house-trespass or house-breaking by night 
punishable where death or grievous hurt caused by one of them.—If, at the time of the committing of 
lurking house-trespass by night or house-breaking by night, any person guilty of such offence shall 
voluntarily cause or attempt to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, every person jointly concerned 
in committing such lurkking house-trespass by night or house-breaking by night, shall be punished with 
'fimprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


461. Dishonestly breaking open receptacle containing property—Whoever dishonestly or with 
intent to commit mischief, breaks open or unfastens any closed receptacle which contains or which he 
believes to contain property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


462. Punishment for same offence when committed by person entrusted with custody.— 
Whoever, being entrusted with any closed receptacle which contains or which he believes to contain 
property, without having authority to open the same, dishonestly, or with intent to commit mischief, 
breaks open or unfastens that receptacle, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


CHAPTER XVIII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTSAND TO7**** PROPERTY MARKS 


463. Forgery.—*[Whoever makes any false document or false electronic record or part of a 
document or electronic record, with intent to cause damage or injury], to the public or to any person, or to 
support any claim or title, or to cause any person to part with property, or to enter into any express or 
implied contract, or with intent to commit fraud or that fraud may be committed, commits forgery. 


464. Making a false document.—’[A person is said to make a false document or false electronic 
record— 


First—Who dishonestly or fraudulently — 
(a) makes, signs, seals or executes a document or part of a document; 
(b) makes or transmits any electronic record or part of any electronic record; 
(c) affixes any “Telectronic signature] on any electronic record; 


(d) makes any mark denoting the execution of a document or the authenticity of the 
‘Telectronic signature], 


with the intention of causing it to be believed that such document or part of document, electronic 
record or “[electronic signature] was made, signed, sealed, executed, transmitted or affixed by or by the 
authority of a person by whom or by whose authority he knows that it was not made, singed, sealed, 
executed or affixed; or 


Secondly —Who without lawful authority, dishonestly or fraudulently, by cancellation or otherwise, 
alters a document or an electronic record in any material part thereof, after it has been made, executed or 
affixed with “[electronic signature] either by himself or by any other person, whether such person be 
living or dead at the time of such alteration; or 


Thirdly—Who dishonestly or fraudulently causes any person to sign, seal, execute or alter a 
document or an electronic record or to affix his “[electronic signature] on any electronic record knowing 
that such person by reason of unsoundness of mind or intoxication cannot, or that by reason of deception 


1. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
2. The words “TRADE OR” omitted by Act 43 of 1958, s. 135 and Sch. (w.e.f. 25-11-1959). 
3. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for certain words (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 

4. Subs. by Act 10 of 2009, s. 51, for “digital signature” (w.e.f. 27-10-2009). 
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practised upon him, he does not know the contents of the document or electronic record or the nature of 
the alteration. ] 


Illustrations 


(a) A has a letter of credit upon B for rupees 10,000, written by Z. A, in order to defraud B, adds cipher to the 10,000, and 
makes the sum 1,00,000 intending that it may be believed by B that Z so wrote the letter. A has committed forgery. 


(b) A, without Z's authority, affixes Z's seal to a document purporting to be a conveyance of an estate from Z to A, with the 
intention of selling the estate to B and thereby of obtaining from B the purchase-money. A has committed forgery. 


(c) A picks up a cheque on a banker signed by B, payable to bearer, but without any sum having been inserted in the cheque. 
A fraudulently fills up the cheque by inserting the sum of ten thousand rupees. A commits forgery. 


(d) A leaves with B, his agent, a cheque on a banker, signed by A, without inserting the sum payable and authorizes B to fill 
up the cheque by inserting a sum not exceeding ten thousand rupees for the purpose of making certain payments. B fraudulently 
fills up the cheque by inserting the sum of twenty thousand rupees. B commits forgery. 


(e) A draws a bill of exchange on himself in the name of B without B's authority, intending to discount it as a genuine bill 
with a banker and intending to take up the bill on its maturity. Here, as A draws the bill with intent to deceive the banker by 
leading him to suppose that he had the security of B, and thereby to discount the bill, A is guilty of forgery. 


(f) Z's will contains these words——‘T direct that all my remaining property be equally divided between A, B and C.” A 
dishonestly scratches out B's name, intending that it may be believed that the whole was left to himself and C. A has committed 
forgery. 


(g) A endorses a Government promissory note and makes it payable to Z or his order by writing on the bill the words “Pay 
to Z or his order” and signing the endorsement. B dishonestly erases the words “Pay to Z or his order”, and thereby converts the 
special endorsement into a blank endorsement. B commits forgery. 


(h) A sells and conveys an estate to Z. A afterwards, in order to defraud Z of his estate, executes a conveyance of the same 
estate to B, dated six months earlier than the date of the conveyance to Z, intending it to be believed that he had conveyed the 
estate to B before he conveyed it to Z. A has committed forgery. 


(i) Z dictates his will to A. A intentionally writes down a different legatee named by Z, and by representing to Z that he has 
prepared the will according to his instructions, induces Z to sign the will. A has committed forgery. 


(j) A writes a letter and signs it with B's name without B's authority, certifying that A is a man of good character and in 
distressed circumstances from unforeseen misfortune, intending by means of such letter to obtain alms from Z and other persons. 
Here, as A made a false document in order to induce Z to part with property, A has committed forgery. 


(k) A without B's authority writes a letter and signs it in B's name certifying to A's character, intending thereby to obtain 
employment under Z. A has committed forgery inasmuch as he intended to deceive Z by the forged certificate, and thereby to 
induce Z to enter into an express or implied contract for service. 


Explanation I.—A man’s signature of his own name may amount to forgery. 


Illustrations 


(a) A signs his own name to a bill of exchange, intending that it may be believed that the bill was drawn by another person 
of the same name. A has committed forgery. 


(b) A writes the word “accepted” on a piece of paper and signs it with Z's name, in order that B may afterwards write on the 
paper a bill of exchange drawn by B upon Z, and negotiate the bill as though it had been accepted by Z. A is guilty of forgery; 
and if B, knowing the fact, draws the bill upon the paper pursuant to A's intention, B is also guilty of forgery. 


(c) A picks up a bill of exchange payable to the order of a different person of the same name. A endorses the bill in his own 
name, intending to cause it to be believed that it was endorsed by the person to whose order it was payable; here A has committed 
forgery. 


(d) A purchases an estate sold under execution of a decree against B. B, after the seizure of the estate, in collusion with Z, 
executes a lease of the estate, to Z at a nominal rent and for a long period and dates the lease six months prior to the seizure, with 
intent to defraud A, and to cause it to be believed that the lease was granted before the seizure. B, though he executes the lease in 
his own name, commits forgery by antedating it. 


(e) A, a trader, in anticipation of insolvency, lodges effects with B for A's benefit, and with intent to defraud his creditors; 
and in order to give a colour to the transaction, writes a promissory note binding himself to pay to B a sum for value received, 
and antedates the note, intending that it may be believed to have been made before A was on the point of insolvency. A has 
committed forgery under the first head of the definition. 


Explanation 2.—The making of a false document in the name of a fictious person, intending it to be 
believed that the document was made by a real person, or in the name of a deceased person, intending it to 
be believed that the document was made by the person in his lifetime, may amount to forgery. 
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Illustration 


A draws a bill of exchange upon a fictious person, and fraudulently accepts the bill in the name of such fictitious person with 
intent to negotiate it. A commits forgery. 


'[Explanation 3.—For the purposes of this section, the expression “affixing “[electronic signature]” 
shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (d) of sub-section (J) of section 2 of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000).] 


465. Punishment for forgery —Whoever commits forgery shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


466. Forgery of record of Court or of public register, ete —*[Whoever forges a document or an 
electronic record], purporting to be a record or proceeding of or in a Court of Justice, or a register of birth, 
baptism, marriage or burial, or a register kept by a public servant as such, or a certificate or document 
purporting to be made by a public servant in his official capacity, or an authority to institute or defend a 
suit, or to take any proceedings therein, or to confess judgment, or a power of attorney, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


‘Explanation —For the purposes of this section, "register" includes any list, data or record of any 
entries maintained in the electronic form as defined in clause (r) of sub-section (/) of section 2 of the 
Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000).] 


467. Forgery of valuable security, will, ete —Whoever forges a document which purports to be a 
valuable security or a will, or an authority to adopt a son, or which purports to give authority to any 
person to make or transfer any valuable security, or to receive the principal, interest or dividends thereon, 
or to receive or deliver any money, movable property, or valuable security, or any document purporting to 
be an acquittance or receipt acknowledging the payment of money, or an acquittance or receipt for the 
delivery of any movable property or valuable security, shall be punished with “[imprisonment for life], or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


468. Forgery for purpose of cheating —Whoever commits forgery, intending that the *[document or 
electronic record forged] shall be used for the purpose of cheating, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


469. Forgery for purpose of harming reputation —Whoever commits forgery, *[intending that the 
document or electronic record forged] shall harm the reputation of any party, or knowing that it is likely 
to be used for that purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


470. Forged document.—A false °[document or electronic record] made wholly or in part by forgery 
is designated “a forged *[document or electronic record]”. 


471. Using as genuine a forged document or electronic record—Whoever fraudulently or 
dishonestly uses as genuine any *[document or electronic record] which he knows or has reason to believe 
to be a forged >[document or electronic record], shall be punished in the same manner as if he had forged 
such °[document or electronic record]. 


472. Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to commit forgery punishable under 
section 467—Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other instrument for making an 
impression, intending that the same shall be used for the purpose of committing any forgery which would 
be punishable under section 467 of this Code, or, with such intent, has in his possession any such seal, 
plate or other instrument, knowing the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with “[imprisonment for 
life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


1. Ins. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch. (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 

2. Subs. by Act 10 of 2009, s. 51, for “digital signature” (w.e.f. 27-10-2009). 

3. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for certain words (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 

4. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
5. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for “document” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
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473. Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., with intent to commit forgery punishable 
otherwise.— Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other instrument for making an impression, 
intending that the same shall be used for the purpose of committing any forgery which would be 
punishable under any section of this Chapter other than section 467, or, with such intent, has in his 
possession any such seal, plate or other instrument, knowing the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


474. Having possession of document described in section 466 or 467, knowing it to be forged and 
intending to use it genuine—'[Whoever has in his possession any document or electronic record, 
knowing the same to be forged and intending that the same shall fraudulently or dishonestly be used as 
genuine, shall, if the document or electronic record is one of the description mentioned in section 466 of 
this Code], be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if the document is one of the description mentioned in section 
467, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description, for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


475. Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating documents described in section 467, 
or possessing counterfeit marked material—Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any 
material, any device or mark used for the purpose of authenticating any document described in section 
467 of this Code, intending that such device or mark shall be used for the purpose of giving the 
appearance of authenticity to any document then forged or thereafter to be forged on such material, or 
who, with such intent, has in his possession any material upon or in the substance of which any such 
device or mark has been counterfeited, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], or with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


476. Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating documents other than those 
described in section 467, or possessing counterfeit marked material —Whoever counterfeits upon, or 
in the substance of, any material, any device or mark used for the purpose of authenticating *[any 
document or electronic record] other than the documents described in section 467 of this Code, intending 
that such device or mark shall be used for the purpose of giving the appearance of authenticity to any 
document then forged or thereafter to be forged on such material, or who with such intent, has in his 
possession any material upon or in the substance of which any such device or mark has been 
counterfeited, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


477. Fraudulent cancellation, destruction, etc., of will, authority to adopt, or valuable 
security —Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent to cause damage or injury to the public or 
to any person, cancels, destroys or defaces, or attempts to cancel, destroy or deface, or secretes or 
attempts to secrete any document which is or purports to be a will, or an authority to adopt a son, or any 
valuable security, or commits mischief in respect of such document, shall be punished with 
*limprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


‘[477A. Falsification of accounts—Whoever, being a clerk, officer or servant, or employed or 
acting in the capacity of a clerk, officer or servant, wilfully, and with intent to defraud, destroys, alters, 
mutilates or falsifies any *[book, electronic record, paper, writing] valuable security or account which 
belongs to or is in the possession of his employer, or has been received by him for or on behalf of his 
employer, or wilfully, and with intent to defraud, makes or abets the making of any false entry in, or 
omits or alters or abets the omission or alteration of any material particular from or in. any such *[book, 
electronic record, paper, writing] valuable security or account, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


1. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for certain words (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

3. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for “any document” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 

4. Added by Act 3 of 1895, s. 4. 

5. Subs. by Act 21 of 2000, s. 91 and the First Sch., for “book, paper, writing” (w.e.f. 17-10-2000). 
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Explanation.—It shall be sufficient in any charge under this section to allege a general intent to 
defraud without naming any particular person intended to be defrauded or specifying any particular sum 
of money intended to be the subject of the fraud, or any particular day on which the offence was 
committed. | 


'LOf ?***Property and Other Marks 


478. [Trade Mark.] Rep. by the Trade and Merchandise Marks Act, 1958 (43 of 1958), s. 135 and 
Sch. (w. e. f. 25-11-1959). 


479. Property mark—A mark used for denoting that movable property belongs to a particular 
person is called a property mark. 


480. [Using a false trade mark.] Rep. by the Trade and Merchandise Marks Act, 1958 (43 of 1958), s. 
135and Sch. (w.e.f. 25- 11-1959). 


481. Using a false property mark.—Whoever marks any movable property or goods or any case, 
package or other receptacle containing movable property or goods, or uses any case, package or other 
receptacle having any mark thereon, in a manner reasonably calculated to cause it to be believed that the 
property or goods so marked, or any property or goods contained in any such receptacle so marked, 
belong to a person to whom they do not belong, is said to use a false property mark. 


482. Punishment for using a false property mark.—Whoever uses ****any false property mark 
shall, unless he proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


483. Counterfeiting a property mark used by another —Whoever counterfeits any ****property 
mark used by any other person shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


484. Counterfeiting a mark used by a public servant—Whoever counterfeits any property mark 
used by a public servant, or any mark used by a public servant to denote that any property has been 
manufactured by a particular person or at a particular time or place, or that the property is of a particular 
quality or has passed through a particular office, or that it is entitled to any exemption, or uses as genuine 
any such mark knowing the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


*[485. Making or possession of any instrument for counterfeiting a property mark.—Whoever 
makes or has in his possession any die, plate or other instrument for the purpose of counterfeiting a 
property mark, or has in his possession a property mark for the purpose of denoting that any goods belong 
to a person to whom they do not belong, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both.] 


486. Selling goods marked with a counterfeit property mark.— [Whoever sells, or exposes, or has 
has in possession for sale, any goods or things with a counterfeit property mark] affixed to or impressed 
upon the same or to or upon any case, package or other receptacle in which such goods are contained, 
shall, unless he proves 


(a) that, having taken all reasonable precautions against committing an offence against this section, he 
had at the time of the commission of the alleged offence no reason to suspect the genuineness of the mark, 
and 


(b) that, on demand made by or on behalf of the prosecutor, he gave all the information in his power 
with respect to the persons from whom he obtained such goods or things, or 


(c) that otherwise he had acted innocently, 


1. Subs. by Act 4 of 1889, s. 3, for the original heading and ss. 478 to 489. 

2. The word “Trade” omitted by Act 43 of 1958, s. 135 and the Sch. (w.e.f. 25-11-1959). 

3. The words “any false trade mark or” omitted by s. 135 and the Sch., ibid. (w.e.f. 25-11-1959). 
4. The words “trade mark or” omitted by s. 135 and the Sch., ibid. (w.e.f. 25-11-1959). 

5. Subs. by s. 135 and the Sch., ibid., for s. 485 (w.e.f. 25-11-1959). 

6. Subs. by s. 135 and the Sch., ibid., for certain words (w.e.f. 25-11-1959). 
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be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with 
fine, or with both. 


487. Making a false mark upon any receptacle containing goods—Whoever makes any false 
mark upon any case, package or other receptacle containing goods, in a manner reasonably calculated to 
cause any public servant or any other person to believe that such receptacle contains goods which it does 
not contain or that it does not contain goods which it does contain, or that the goods contained in such 
receptacle are of a nature or quality different from the real nature or quality thereof, shall, unless he 
proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


488. Punishment for making use of any such false mark—Whoever makes use of any such false 
mark in any manner prohibited by the last foregoing section shall, unless he proves that he acted without 
intent to defraud, be punished as if he had committed an offence against that section. 


489. Tampering with property mark with intent to cause injury —Whoever removes, destroys, 
defaces or adds to any property mark, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause 
injury to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both.] 


'LOf Currency-Notes and Bank-Notes 


489A. Counterfeiting currency-notes or bank-notes—Whoever counterfeits, or knowingly 
performs any part of the process of counterfeiting, any currency-note or bank-note, shall be punished with 
*[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section and of sections 489B, *[489C, 489D and 489E], the 
expression “bank-note” means a promissory note or engagement for the payment of money to bearer on 
demand issued by any person carrying on the business of banking in any part of the world, or issued by or 
under the authority of any State or Sovereign Power, and intended to be used as equivalent to, or as a 
substitute for money. 


489B. Using as genuine, forged or counterfeit currency-notes or bank-notes——Whoever sells to, 
or buys or receives from, any other person, or otherwise traffics in or uses as genuine, any forged or 
counterfeit currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having reason to believe the same to be forged or 
counterfeit, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


489C. Possession of forged or counterfeit currency-notes or bank-notes——Whoever has in his 
possession any forged or counterfeit currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having reason to believe the 
same to be forged or counterfeit and intending to use the same as genuine or that it may be used as 
genuine, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


489D. Making or possessing instruments or materials for forging or counterfeiting currency 
notes or bank-notes——Whoever makes, or performs any part of the process of making, or buys or sells 
or disposes of, or has in his possession, any machinery, instrument or material for the purpose of being 
used, or knowing or having reason to believe that it is intended to be used, for forging or counterfeiting 
any currency-note or bank-note, shall be punished with *[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.] 


“[489E. Making or using documents resembling currency-notes or bank-notes—(/) Whoever 
makes, or causes to be made, or uses for any purpose whatsoever, or delivers to any person, any document 
purporting to be, or in any way resembling, or so nearly resembling as to be calculated to deceive, any 
currency-note or bank-note shall be punished with fine which may extend to one hundred rupees. 


1. Added by Act 12 of 1899, s. 2. 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation for life” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
3. Subs. by Act 35 of 1950, s. 3 and the Second Sch., for “489C and 489D”. 

4. Ins. by Act 6 of 1943, s. 2. 
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(2) If any person, whose name appears on a document the making of which is an offence under 
sub-section (/), refuses, without lawful excuse, to disclose to a police-officer on being so required the 
name and address of the person by whom it was printed or otherwise made, he shall be punished with fine 
which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


(3) Where the name of any person appears on any document in respect of which any person is 
charged with an offence under sub- section (/) or on any other document used or distributed in connection 
with that document it may, until the contrary is proved, be presumed that that person caused the document 
to be made. ] 


CHAPTER XIX 
OFTHE CRIMINAL BREACHOF CONTRACTSOF SERVICE 


490. [Breach of contract of service during voyage or journey.] Rep. by the Workmen's Breach of 
Contract (Repealing) Act, 1925 (3 of 1925), s. 2 and Sch. 


491. Breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless person.—Whoever, being 
bound by a lawful contract to attend on or to supply the wants of any person who, by reason of youth, or 
of unsoundness of mind, or of a disease or bodily weakness, is helpless or incapable of providing for his 
own safety or of supplying his own wants, voluntarily omits so to do, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 


492. [Breach of contract to serve at distant place to which servant is conveyed at master's expense.] 
Rep. by the Workmen's Breach of Contract (Repealing) Act,1925 (3 of 1925), s. 2 and Sch. 


CHAPTER XX 
OFOFFENCES RELATINGTO MARRIAGE 


493. Cohabitation caused by a man deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful marriage —Every man 
who by deceit causes any woman who is not lawfully married to him to believe that she is lawfully 
married to him and to cohabit or have sexual intercourse with him in that belief, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


494. Marrying again during lifetime of husband or wife ——Whoever, having a husband or wife 
living, marries in any case in which such marriage is void by reason of its taking place during the life of 
such husband or wife, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Exception.—This section does not extend to any person whose marriage with such husband or wife 
has been declared void by a Court of competent jurisdiction, 


nor to any person who contracts a marriage during the life of a former husband or wife, if such 
husband or wife, at the time of the subsequent marriage, shall have been continually absent from such 
person for the space of seven years, and shall not have been heard of by such person as being alive within 
that time provided the person contracting such subsequent marriage shall, before such marriage takes 
place, inform the person with whom such marriage is contracted of the real state of facts so far as the 
same are within his or her knowledge. 


495. Same offence with concealment of former marriage from person with whom subsequent 
marriage is contracted——Whoever commits the offence defined in the last preceding section having 
concealed from the person with whom the subsequent marriage is contracted, the fact of the former 
marriage, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


496. Marriage ceremony fraudulently gone through without lawful marriage——Whoever, 
dishonestly or with a fraudulent intention, goes through the ceremony of being married, knowing that he 
is not thereby lawfully married, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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497. Adultery —Whoever has sexual intercourse with a person who is and whom he knows or has 
reason to believe to be the wife of another man, without the consent or connivance of that man, such 
sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery, and shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, 
or with both. In such case the wife shall not be punishable as an abettor. 


498. Enticing or taking away or detaining with criminal intent a married woman.—Whoever 
takes or entices away any woman who is and whom he knows or has reason to believe to be the wife of 
any other man, from that man, or from any person having the care of her on behalf of that man, with 
intent that she may have illicit intercourse with any person, or conceals or detains with that intent any 
such woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
two years, or with fine, or with both. 


'TCHAPTER XXA 
OF CRUELTY BY HUSBANDOR RELATIVESOF HUSBAND 


498A. Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty—Whoever, being 
the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, subjects such woman to cruelty shall be punished 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section, “cruelty” means— 


(a) anywilful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to drive the woman to commit suicide 
or to cause grave injury or danger to life, limb or health (whether mental or physical) of the woman; 
or 


(b) harassment of the woman where such harassment is with a view to coercing her or any person 
related to her to meet any unlawful demand for any property or valuable security or is on account of 
failure by her or any person related to her to meet such demand. ] 


CHAPTER XXI 
OF DEFAMATION 


499. Defamation.—Whoever, by words either spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by visible 
representations, makes or publishes any imputation concerning any person intending to harm, or knowing 
or having reason to believe that such imputation will harm, the reputation of such person, is said, except 
in the cases hereinafter excepted, to defame that person. 


Explanation 1—It may amount to defamation to impute anything to a deceased person, if the 
imputation would harm the reputation of that person if living, and is intended to be hurtful to the fellings 
of his family or other near relatives. 


Explanation 2.—It may amount to defamation to make an imputation concerning a company or an 
association or collection of persons as such. 


Explanation 3 —An imputation in the form of an alternative or expressed ironically, may amount to 
defamation. 


Explanation 4—No imputation is said to harm a person's reputation, unless that imputation directly 
or indirectly, in the estimation of others, lowers the moral or intellectual character of that person, or 
lowers the character of that person in respect of his caste or of his calling, or lowers the credit of that 
person, or causes it to be believed that the body of that person is in a lothsome state, or in a state generally 
considered as disgraceful. 


Illustrations 


(a) A says— “Z is an honest man; he never stole B's watch”; intending to cause it to be believed that Z did steal B's watch. 
This is defamation, unless it fall within one of the exceptions. 


(b) A is asked who stole B's watch. A points to Z, intending to cause it to be believed that Z stole B's watch. This is 
defamation, unless it fall within one of the exceptions. 


1. Ins. by Act 46 of 1983, s. 2. 
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(c) A draws a picture of Z running away with B's watch, intending it to be believed that Z stole B's watch. This is 
defamation, unless it fall within one of the exceptions. 


First Exception —Imputation of truth which public good requires to be made or published. —It 
is not defamation to impute anything which is true concerning any person, if it be for the public good that 
the imputation should be made or published. Whether or not it is for the public good is a question of fact. 


Second Exception—Public conduct of public servants——It is not defamation to express in good 
faith any opinion whatever respecting the conduct of a public servant in the discharge of his public 
functions, or respecting his character, so far as his character appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Third Exception—Conduct of any person touching any public question.—It is not defamation to 
express in good faith any opinion whatever respecting the conduct of any person touching any public 
question, and respecting his character, so far as his character appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Illustration 


It is not defamation in A to express in good faith any opinion whatever resepting Z's conduct in petitioning Government on a 
public question, in signing a requisition for a meeting on a public question, in presiding or attending at such meeting, in forming 
or joining any society which invites the public support, in voting or canvassing for a particular candidate for any situation in the 
efficient discharge of the duties of which the public is interested. 


Fourth Exception—Publication of reports of proceedings of courts.—It is not defamation to 
publish substantially true report of the proceedings of a Court of Justice, or of the result of any such 
proceedings. 


Explanation.—A Justice of the Peace or other officer holding an enquiry in open Court preliminary to 
a trial in a Court of Justice, is a Court within the meaning of the above section. 


Fifth Exception—Merits of case decided in Court or conduct of witnesses and others 
concerned.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any opinion whatever respecting the merits of 
any case, civil or criminal, which has been decided by a Court of Justice, or respecting the conduct of any 
person as a party, witness or agent, in any such case, or respecting the character of such person, as far as 
his character appears in that conduct, and no further. 


Illustrations 


(a) A says—“T think Z's evidence on that trial is so contradictory that he must be stupid or dishonest.” A is within this 
exception if he says this in good faith, inasmuch as the opinion which he expresses respects Z's character as it appears in Z's 
conduct as a witness, and no farther. 


(b) But if A says—‘T do not believe what Z asserted at that trial because I know him to be a man without veracity”; A is not 
within this exception, inasmuch as the opinion which express of Z's character, is an opinion not founded on Z's conduct as a 
witness. 


Sixth Exception—Merits of public performance.—It is not defamation to express in good faith any 
opinion respecting the merits of any performance which its author has submitted to the judgment of the 
public, or respecting the character of the author so far as his character appears in such performance, and 
no further. 


Explanation.—A performance may be submitted to the judgment of the public expressly or by acts on 
the part of the author which imply such submission to the judgment of the public. 


Illustrations 
(a) A person who publishes a book, submits that book to the judgment of the public. 
(b) A person who makes a speech in public, submits that speech to the judgment of the public. 


(c) An actor or singer who appears on a public stage, submits his acting or singing to the judgment of the public. 


(d) A says of a book published by Z—“‘Z’s book is foolish; Z must be a weak man. Z's book is indecent; Z must be a man 
of impure mind.” A is within the exception, if he says this in good faith, inasmuch as the opinion which he expresses of Z 
respects Z's character only so far as it appears in Z's book, and no further. 


(e) But if A says “I am not surprised that Z's book is foolish and indecent, for he is a weak man and a libertine.” A is not 
within this exception, inasmuch as the opinion which he expresses of Z's character is an opinion not founded on Z's book. 


Seventh Exception—Censure passed in good faith by person having lawful authority over 
another.—It is not defamation in a person having over another any authority, either conferred by law or 
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arising out of a lawful contract made with that other, to pass in good faith any censure on the conduct of 
that other in matters to which such lawful authority relates. 


Illustration 


A Judge censuring in good faith the conduct of a witness, or of an officer of the Court; a head of a department censuring in 
good faith those who are under his orders, a parent censuring in good faith a child in the presence of other children; a 
schoolmaster, whose authority is derived from a parent, censuring in good faith a pupil in the presence of other pupils; a master 
censuring a servant in good faith for remissness in service; a banker censuring in good faith the cashier of his bank for the 
conduct of such cashier as such cashier- are within this exception. 


Eighth Exception—Accusation preferred in good faith to authorised person—It is not 
defamation to prefer in good faith an accusation against any person to any of those who have lawful 
authority over that person with respect to the subject-matter of accusation. 


Illustration 


If A in good faith accuses Z before a Magistrate; if A in good faith complains of the conduct of Z, a servant, to Z's master;if 
A in good faith complains of the conduct of Z, a child, to Z's father-A is within this exception. 


Ninth Exception—Imputation made in good faith by person for protection of his or other's 
interests —It is not defamation to make an imputation on the character of another provided that the 
imputation be made in good faith for the protection of the interests of the person making it, or of any 
other person, or for the public good. 


Illustrations 


(a) A, a shopkeeper, says to B, who manages his business—‘‘Sell nothing to Z unless he pays you ready money, for I have 
no opinion of his honesty.” A is within the exception, if he has made this imputation on Z in good faith for the protection of his 
own interests. 


(b) A, a Magistrate, in making a report to his own superior officer, casts an imputation on the character of Z. Here, if the 
imputation is made in good faith, and for the public good, A is within the exception. 


Tenth Exception.—Caution intended for good of person to whom conveyed or for public good.— 
It is not defamation to convey a caution, in good faith, to one person against another, provided that such 
caution be intended for the good of the person to whom it is conveyed, or of some person in whom that 
person is interested, or for the public good. 


500. Punishment for defamation—Whoever defames another shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


501. Printing or engraving matter known to be defamatory —Whoever prints or engraves any 
matter, knowing or having good reason to believe that such matter is defamatory of any person, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


502. Sale of printed or engraved substance containing defamatory matter—Whoever sells or 
offers for sale any printed or engraved substance containing defamatory matter, knowing that it contains 
such matter, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or 
with fine, or with both. 


CHAPTER XXII 
OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULT AND ANNOYANCE 


503. Criminal intimidation —Whoever threatens another with any injury to his person, reputation or 
property, or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person is interested, with intent to cause 
alarm to that person, or to cause that person to do any act which he is not legally bound to do, or to omit 
to do any act which that person is legally entitled to do, as the means of avoiding the execution of such 
threat, commits criminal intimidation. 


Explanation.—A threat to injure the reputation of any deceased person in whom the person threatened 
is interested, is within this section. 


Illustration 


A, for the purpose of inducing B to resist from prosecuting a civil suit, threatens to burn B's house. A is guilty of criminal 
intimidation. 


110 


504. Intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of the peace—Whoever intentionally 
insults, and thereby gives provocation to any person, intending or knowing it to be likely that such 
provocation will cause him to break the public peace, or to commit any other offence, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


'[505. Statements conducing to public mischief —[(/)] Whoever makes, publishes or circulates 
any statement, rumour or report,— 


(a) with intent to cause, or which is likely to cause, any officer, soldier, *Tsailor or airman] in the 
Army, “[Navy or Air Force] *[of India] to mutiny or otherwise disregard or fail in his duty as such; or 


(b) with intent to cause, or which is likely to cause, fear or alarm to the public, or to any section 
of the public whereby any person may be induced to commit an offence against the State or against 
the public tranquility; or 


(c) with intent to incite, or which is likely to incite, any class or community of persons to commit 
any offence against any other class or community, 


shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to “[three years], or with fine, or with both. 


7[(2) Statements creating or promoting enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes—Whoever 
makes, publishes or circulates any statement or report containing rumour or alarming news with intent to 
create or promote, or which is likely to create or promote, on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, 
residence, language, caste or community or any other ground whatsoever, feelings of enmity, hatred or ill- 
will between different religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities, shall be 
punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Offence under sub-section (2) committed in place of worship, ete —Whoever commits an 
offence specified in sub-section (2) in any place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the 
performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment which 
may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine.] 


Exception.—It does not amount to an offence, within the meaning of this section, when the person 
making, publishing or circulating any such statement, rumour or report, has reasonable grounds for 
believing that such statement, rumour or report is true and makes, publishes or circulates it “[in good faith 
and] without any such intent as aforesaid.] 


506. Punishment for criminal intimidation—Whoever commits the offence of criminal 
intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
two years, or with fine, or with both; 


If threat be to cause death or grievous hurt, etc ——and if the threat be to cause death or grievous 
hurt, or to cause the destruction of any property by fire, or to cause an offence punishable with death or 
‘[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, or to impute 
unchastity to a woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


507. Criminal intimidation by an anonymous communication.—Whoever commits the offence of 
criminal intimidation by an anonymous communication, or having taken precaution to conceal the name 
or abode of the person from whom the threat comes, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, in addition to the punishment provided for the 
offence by the last preceding section. 


. Subs. by Act 4 of 1898, s. 6, for s. 505. 

. Section 505 re-numbered as sub-section (/) of that section by Act 35 of 1969, s. 3. 

. Subs. by Act 10 of 1927, s. 2 and the First Sch., for “or sailor”. 

. Subs. by s. 2 and the First Sch., ibid., for “or Navy”. 

. Subs. by the A. O. 1950, for “of Her Majesty or in the Imperial Service Troops” The words “or in the Royal Indian Marine” 
occurring after the word “Majesty” omitted by Act 35 of 1934, s. 2 and Sch. 

6. Subs. by Act 41 of 1961, s. 4, for “two years”. 

7. Ins. by Act 35 of 1969, s. 3. 

8. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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508. Act caused by inducing person to believe that he will be rendered an object of the Divine 
displeasure —Whoever voluntarily causes or attempts to cause any person to do anything which that 
person is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do anything which he is legally entitled to do, by inducing 
or attempting to induce that person to believe that he or any person in whom he is interested will become 
or will be rendered by some act of the offender an object of Divine displeasure if he does not do the thing 
which it is the object of the offender to cause him to do, or if he does the thing which it is the object of the 
offender to cause him to omit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A sits dhurna at Z's door with the intention of causing it to be believed that, by so sitting, he renders Z an object of 
Divine displeasure. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A threatens Z that, unless Z performs a certain act, A will kill one of A's own children, under such circumstances that the 
killing would be believed to render Z an object of Divine displeasure. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


509. Word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman.—Whoever, intending to 
insult the modesty of any woman, utters any words, makes any sound or gesture, or exhibits any object, 
intending that such word or sound shall be heard, or that such gesture or object shall be seen, by such 
woman, or intrudes upon the privacy of such woman, '[shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to three years, and also with fine]. 


510. Misconduct in public by a drunken person Whoever, in a state of intoxication, appears in 
any public place, or in any place which it is a trespass in him to enter, and there conducts himself in such 
a manner as to cause annoyance to any person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to twenty-four hours, or with fine which may extend to ten rupees, or with both. 


CHAPTER XXIII 
OF ATTEMPTS TO COMMIT OFFENCES 


511. Punishment for attempting to commit offences punishable with imprisonment for life or 
other imprisonment—Whoever attempts to commit an offence punishable by this Code with 
*[imprisonment for life] or imprisonment, or to cause such an offence to be committed, and in such 
attempt does any act towards the commission of the offence, shall, where no express provision is made by 
this Code for the punishment of such attempt, be punished with *[imprisonment of any description 
provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the imprisonment for life or, as the 
case may be, one- half of the longest term of imprisonment provided for that offence], or with such fine as 
is provided for the offence, or with both. 


Illustrations 


(a) A makes an attempt to steal some jewels by breaking open a box, and finds after so opening the box, that there is no 
jewel in it. He has done an act towards the commission of theft, and therefore is guilty under this section. 


(b) A makes an attempt to pick the pocket of Z by thrusting his hand into Z's pocket. A fails in the attempt in consequence of 
Z's having nothing in his pocket. A is guilty under this section. 


1. Subs. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 10, for “shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine, or with both” (w.e.f. 3-2-2013). 

2. Subs. by Act 26 of 1955, s. 117 and the Sch., for “transportation” (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 

3. Subs. by s. 117 and the Sch., ibid., for certain words (w.e.f. 1-1-1956). 
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Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) & 
Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) 
A Comparative Study 


MAJOR CHANGES 
1. The new Act Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 replaced the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 


2. The Chapters and offences against women and children, and murder have been given importance. 
The offences against women and children which were scattered throughout in IPC have been brought 
together and consolidated under Chapter-V. The offences affecting the human body are also brought 


up in the order and placed after the Chapter on offences against women and children. 
3. BNS has only 358 Sections as opposed to 511 Sections in IPC. 


4. All three incomplete categories of offences i.e. Attempt, Abetment and Conspiracy are brought 


together under one i.e. Chapter- IV of the BNS, 2023. 


5. Community Service has been introduced as one of the punishments in Section 4 of BNS. It has 
been specifically provided for 6 petty offences, like non-appearance in response to a proclamation, 
attempt to commit suicide to compel or restraint exercise of lawful power of public servant, petty theft 


on return of theft money, misconduct in public by a drunken person, defamation, etc. 


6. Abetment of an offence committed in India by a person outside India has been made an offence 
under Section 48 of the BNS. This will criminalize the Acts of those persons who sit outside India and 


conspire to commit an offence in India. 


7. The offence for having sexual intercourse on false promise of marriage, employment, promotion or 


by suppressing the identity etc. has been created in Section 69 of the BNS. 
8. The Offence of ‘snatching’ has been introduced in the BNS. 


9. The age-based parameter for differential punishment for gang rape of a minor girl has been 
removed in the BNS. Section 70(2) of BNS prescribes life imprisonment (till remainder of that 


person’s natural life) or death for gang rape of a woman below the age of 18 years. 


10. Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent to disrobe her and Voyeurism were made 


gender neutral under Sections 76 and 77 of the BNS. 


11. The act of hiring, employing, or engaging a child to commit an offence, is made a punishable 


offence under Section 95 of BNS. 


12. As per Section 106(2) of the BNS, whoever causes death of any person by doing any rash or 


negligent act and escapes from the scene of incident without disclosing the incident to a Police officer 


or Magistrate shall be punished with imprisonment of either description of a term which may extend 


to ten years and with fine. 


13. Sections 111 and 113 of the BNS punish the commission, attempt, abetment and conspiracy of 
organized crimes and terrorist acts respectively. Both the Sections also punish the act of being a 
member of any organized crime syndicate or terrorist organization, harboring or concealing any 
person who committed any organized crime or terrorist act and the act of possessing any property 


derived or obtained from the commission of organized crime or terrorist act. 


14. Sn. 117(3) has been introduced in the BNS to provide stringent punishment for such acts of 
grievous hurt which results in persistent vegetative state or in permanent disability. If grievous hurt 
resulting in persistent vegetative state or in permanent disability, it will attract higher punishment of 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to 


imprisonment for life (remainder of that person’s natural life). 


15. The offence relating to importation of a person from foreign country has been made gender neutral 
to cover both boys and girls in Section 141 of the BNS. It will protect the minor boys and girls from 


being used for the purposes of forced or seduced illicit intercourse. 
16. The Section relating to sedition as per Section 124A of the IPC has been deleted. 


17. A new section on acts of secession, armed rebellion, subversive activities, separatist activities or 
endangering sovereignty or unity and integrity of India has been added and made punishable under 


Section 152 in BNS, 2023. 


18. The offence of ‘attempt to commit suicide’ has been deleted in the BNS, but a new Section 226 
has been added in the BNS to punish those who attempt to commit suicide with the intent to compel 


or restrain the exercise of any lawful power by a public servant. 


19. The offence of mischief in Section 324 of BNS has been expanded and causing loss or damage to 
any property including the property of Government or Local Authority has been made punishable 
offence with imprisonment extendable up to one year, or with fine, or with both as against 6 months 
or with fine, or both of IPC. If the loss or damage is of more than 20,000 rupees but less than one lakh 
rupees the punishment is extended up to two years, or with fine, or with both. Where loss or damage 
is above one lakh rupees the punishment would be imprisonment extendable up to five years, or with 


fine, or with both. 


20. A serious category of culpable homicide related to ‘lynching’ has been introduced in the BNS. 
The offence of ‘mob lynching’ is introduced in Section 103(2) of the BNS. Special categories have 
been created within the offence for murder and grievous hurt by ‘group of five or more persons’ on 
the grounds of the victim’s social profile, particularly his ‘race, caste or community’, sex, place of 


birth, language, personal belief and any other grounds without specifically using the term ‘mob 


lynching’, for which a punishment of a minimum seven years of mandatory imprisonment has been 
provided. In case of causing ‘grievous hurt’ by group of five or more persons on the ground of race, 


caste or community etc. the punishment is 7 years and fine. 


21. In Section 106(1) on ‘causing death by rash or negligence act’ the punishment has been increased 
from 2 years to 5 years imprisonment. However, for medical practitioners the punishment will be 2 


years. 


22. The domain of offence of theft has been expanded to include theft of vehicle, theft from vehicle, 
theft of government property and theft of idol or icon from any place of worship. In Section 305 of the 


BNS, such thefts have been made punishable with punishment up to 7 years. 


23. As per Section 303(2) of the BNS, for a second conviction of any person for theft, a higher 
punishment up to 5 years with a mandatory minimum of 1 year is prescribed, on the other hand where 
the value of stolen property is less than 5,000 rupees and the first-time offender restores the stolen 


property, the punishment of community service has only been prescribed. 


24. The definition of ‘child’ is included in Section 2(3) of the BNS. “Transgender’ is included under 
the term ‘gender’ defined in Sn. 2(10). The definition of ‘movable property’ is revised to include 


tangible as well as intangible property. 
25. ‘Electronic and digital records’ is included in the definition of document as per Sn. 2(8). 


26. In Section 197(1)(d) of BNS, the act of making or publishing false or misleading information 
which has tendency to jeopardise the sovereignty, unity and integrity or security of India has been 


made punishable with imprisonment up to 3 years or fine or both. 


27. ‘Beggary’ has been introduced as a form of exploitation for trafficking and has been punishable in 


section 143 of the BNS. 


28. In section 116 of the BNS the number of days provided for the sufferer in severe bodily pain for 


the purpose of ‘grievous hurt’ has been reduced from ’20 days’ to ’15 days’. 


29. At many places the archaic expressions like ‘lunatic’, ‘insane’ and ‘idiot’ have been done away 
with. Colonial remnants like ‘British calendar’, ‘Queen’, “British India, ‘Justice of the peace’ etc. 


have been deleted or substituted. 


30. Uniformity has been introduced in the use of expression ‘child’ throughout the BNS by replacing 


the expression ‘minor’ and ‘child under the age of eighteen years’ etc. 


31. Fines in the IPC were very low ranging from Rs.10 to Rs. 1,000. The punishments for various 
offences also needed rationalization. Hence, terms of imprisonment for 33 offences have been suitably 
enhanced, fines in 82 cases have been increased and mandatory minimum punishment has also been 


introduced in 23 offences. 


SOME PUNISHMENT INCREASED 


a eae Punishment as per BNS re Punishment as per IPC 

1 8(5)(c) | 1 year 67(c) 6 months 

2 57 7 years and with fine 117 3 years, or with fine, or both 

3 99 shall not be less than 7 years but 373 may extend to 10 years 
may extend to 14 years 

4 104 punished with death or with 303 punished with death 
imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean the remainder of that person’s 
natural life 

5 105 a term which may extend to 10 years | 304 a term which may extend to 10 
and with fine years, or fine, or both 

6 106(1) | may extend to 5 years, and shall also | 304A may extend to 2 years, or with fine, 
be liable to fine or both 

7 109(2) | punished with death or 307(2) punished with death 
imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean the remainder of that person’s 
natural life 

8 121(1) | may extend to 5 years 332 which may extend to 3 years 

9 122(2) | may extend to 5 years 335 may extend to 4 years 

10 | 125(b) | may extend to 3 years 338 may extend to 2 years 

11 | 127(3)_ | may extend to 3 years 343 may extend to 2 years 

12 | 127(4) | may extend to 5 years 344 may extend to 3 years 

13 | 127(6) | may extend to 3 years 346 may extend to 2 years 

14 | 144(1) | 10 years 370A(1) | 7 years 

15 144(2) | 7 years 370A(2) | 5 years 

16 | 166 2 years 138 6 months 

17 | 191(3) | 5 years 148(3) 3 years 

18 | 217 1 year 182 6 months 

19 | 190(a) | 6 months 221(a) 1 month 

20 | 190(b) | 1 year 221(b) 6 month 

21 | 241 3 years 204 2 years 

22 | 243 3 years 206 2 years 

23 | 248(a) | 5 years 211(a) 2 years 

24 | 248(b) | 10 years 211(b) 7 years 

25. | 276 1 year 274 6 months 

26 | 279 6 months 277 3months 

27 | 316(2) | 5 years 406 3 years 

28 | 318(2) | 3 years 417 1 year 

29 | 318(3) | 5 years 418 3 year 

30 | 322 3 years 423 2 years 

31 | 323 3 years 424 2 years 

32 | 324(2) | 6 months 426 3 months 

33% |, 325 5 years 428 2 years 


FINES INCREASED 


2 a Fine as per BNS ne Fine as per IPC 
1 115(2) | 10000 rupees 323 1000 rupees 
2 118(1) | 20000 rupees 324 with fine 

3 122(1) | 5000 rupees 334 500 rupees 
4 122(2) | 10000 rupees 335 2000 rupees 
5 125 2500 rupees 336 250 rupees 
6 125(a) | 5000 rupees 337 500 rupees 
7 125(b) | 10000 rupees 338 1000 rupees 
8 126(2) | 5000 rupees 341 500 rupees 
9 127(2) | 5000 rupees 342 1000 rupees 
10 127(3) | 10000 rupees 343 with fine 

11 127(4) | not less than 10000 rupees 345 liable to fine 
12 | 127(5) | liable to fine 345 - 

13 | 127(6) | liable to fine 346 - 

14 | 131 1000 rupees 352 500 rupees 
15 | 135 5000 rupees 357 1000 rupees 
16 | 136 1000 rupees 358 200 rupees 
17 | 165 penalty not exceeding 3000 rupees 137 500 rupees 
18 | 168 2000 rupees 140 500 rupees 
19 | 176 10000 rupees 171H 500 rupees 
20 | 177 5000 rupees 1711 500 rupees 
21 182(1) | 300 rupees 489E(1) | 100 rupees 
22 | 182(2) | 600 rupees 489E(2) | 200 rupees 
23 194(2) | 1000 rupees 160 100 rupees 
24 | 195(1) | not be less than 25,000 rupee 152 with fine 

25 | 205 5000 rupees 171 200 rupees 
26 | 206(a) | 5000 rupees 172(a) 500 rupees 
27 | 206(b) | 10000 rupees 172(b) 1000 rupees 
28 | 207(a) | 5000 rupees 173(a) 500 rupees 
29 | 207(b) | 10000 rupees 173(b) 1000 rupees 
30 | 208(a) | 5000 rupees 174(a) 500 rupees 
31 | 208(b) | 10000 rupees 174(b) 1000 rupees 
32 | 210(a) | 5000 rupees 175(a) 500 rupees 
33 | 210(b) | 10000 rupees 175(b) 1000 rupees 
34 | 211(a) | 5000 rupees 176(a) 500 rupees 
35 | 211(b) | 10000 rupees 176(b) 1000 rupees 
36 | 212(a) | 5000 rupees 177 1000 rupees 
37 | 213 5000 rupees 178 1000 rupees 
38 | 214 5000 rupees 179 1000 rupees 
39 | 215 3000 rupees 180 500 rupees 
40 | 217 10000 rupees 182 1000 rupees 
41 | 218 10000 rupees 183 1000 rupees 
42 | 219 5000 rupees 184 500 rupees 
43 | 221 2500 rupees 186 500 rupees 
44 | 222(a) | 2500 rupees 187(a) 200 rupees 
45 | 222(b) | 5000 rupees 187(b) 500 rupees 
46 | 223(a) | 2500 rupees 188(a) 200 rupees 
47 | 223(b) | 5000 rupees 188(b) 1000 rupees 
48 | 229(1) | 10000 rupees 193(1) liable to fine 
49 | 229(2) | 5000 rupees 193(2) liable to fine 


50 | 230(1) | 50000 rupees 194(1) liable to fine 

51 | 239 5000 rupees 237 with fine 

52 | 241 5000 rupees 239 with fine 

53 | 243 5000 rupees 241 with fine 

54 | 248(a) | 200000 rupees 211 with fine 

55 | 267 5000 rupees 228 1000 rupees 

56 | 274 5000 rupees 272 1000 rupees 

57 | 275 5000 rupees 273 1000 rupees 

58 | 276 5000 rupees 274 1000 rupees 

59 | 277 5000 rupees 275 1000 rupees 

60 | 278 5000 rupees 276 1000 rupees 

61 | 279 5000 rupees 277 500 rupees 

62 | 280 1000 rupees 278 500 rupees 

63 | 282 10000 rupees 280 1000 rupees 

64 | 283 not be less than 10000 rupees 281 with fine 

65 | 284 5000 rupees 282 1000 rupees 

66 | 285 5000 rupees 283 200 rupees 

67 | 286 5000 rupees 284 1000 rupees 

68 | 287 2000 rupees 285 1000 rupees 

69 | 288 5000 rupees 286 1000 rupees 

70 | 289 5000 rupees 287 1000 rupees 

71__| 290 5000 rupees 288 1000 rupees 

72 | 291 5000 rupees 289 1000 rupees 

73 | 292 1000 rupees 290 200 rupees 

74 =| 293 5000 rupees 291 with fine 

75 | 294(2) | 5000 rupees 292(2) 2000 rupees 

76 | 294(2) | 10000 rupees (second time) 292(2) 5000 rupees (second time) 

77 | 296 1000 rupees 294 with fine 

78 | 297(2) | 5000 rupees 294A 1000 rupees 

79 | 329(3) | 5000 rupees 447 500 rupees 

80 | 329(4) | 5000 rupees 448 1000 rupees 

81 | 355 1000 rupees 510 10 rupees 

82 | 357 5000 rupees 491 200 rupees 

FINES UNCHANGED EXCEPT THOSE WITHOUT LIMITS 

oo a Fine as per BNS ee Description of offence 

1 186(1) | 200 rupees 263 A | Prohibition of fictitious stamps 

2 193(1) | not exceeding 1000 rupees | 154 Owner or occupier of land on which an 
unlawful assembly is held 

3 211(c) | 1000 rupees 176 Omission to give notice or information to 
public servant under section 394 of the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 

4 220 200 rupees 185 Illegal purchase or bid for property offered 
for sale by authority of public servant 

5 281 1000 rupees 279 Rash driving or riding on a public way 

6 295 2000 rupees 293 Sale, etc., of obscene objects to child 

7 295 5000 rupees (second time) | 293 Sale, etc., of obscene objects to child 


MANDATORY MINIMUM PUNISHMENTS INTRODUCED 


eb BNS Section Description sacha 
No Sn. 
1 99 Buying Child for Purposes of Prostitution, etc. seven years 
2 105 Punishment For Culpable Homicide Not Amounting to Murder five years 
3 111(2)(b) | Organised Crime five years 
4 111@) Abetting, attempting etc. of an Organised Crime five years 
5 111(4) Being a member of Organised Crime five years 
6 1116) Harboring a member of Organised Crime three years 
7 111(6) Possessing property derived from Organised Crime three years 
8 111(7) Possession of property on behalf of member of Organised Crime three years 
9 112(Q) Petty Organised Crime one year 
10 | 113(2)(b) | Terrorist Act five years 
11 | 113@G) Abetting, attempting etc. of Terrorist Act five years 
12 | 113(4) Organising a camp for Terrorist Act five years 
13 | 113(6) Harboring any person who has committed any terrorist Act three years 
14 | 117@) Voluntarily Causing Grievous Hurt resulting in permanent ten years 
vegetative state 
15 | 118(@) Voluntarily Causing Hurt or Grievous Hurt by Dangerous one year 
Weapons or Means 
16 | 121(2) Voluntarily Causing Hurt or Grievous Hurt to Deter Public Servant | one year 
from His Duty 
17_ | 1391) Kidnapping or Maiming a Child for Purposes of Begging ten years 
18 | 139(@) Kidnapping or Maiming a Child for Purposes of Begging twenty years 
19 | 204 Personating A Public Servant six months 
20 | 303(2) Theft one year 
21 | 3103) five or more persons, who are conjointly committing dacoity ten years 
22 | 314 Dishonest Misappropriation of Property six months 
23 | 320 Dishonest or Fraudulent Removal or Concealment of Property To | six months 
Prevent Distribution Among Creditors 
MINIMUM PUNISHMENTS PRESCRIBED 
SI. BNS Section Description Minimum punishment 
No. Sn. 
1 64(1) Punishment for rape ten years 
2 64(2) Punishment for rape by officers etc. ten years 
3 65(1) Punishment for rape on a woman under sixteen twenty years 
years 
4 65(2) Punishment for rape on a woman under twelve years | twenty years 
5 66 Punishment for causing death or resulting in twenty years 
persistent vegetative state of victim 
6 67 Sexual intercourse by husband upon his wife during | two years 
separation 
7 68 Sexual intercourse by a person in authority five years 
8 70(1) Gang Rape twenty years 
9 74 Assault or use of criminal force to woman with one year 
intent to outrage her modesty 
10 | 76 Assault or use of criminal force to woman with three years 


intent to disrobe 


11 | 77 Voyeurism one year 
three years (second time) 
12 | 80(2) Dowry death seven years 
13, | 95 Hiring, employing or engaging a child to commit an | three years 
offence 
14 | 99 Buying Child for Purposes of Prostitution, etc. seven years 
15 | 105 Punishment For Culpable Homicide Not Amounting | five years 
to Murder 
16 | 111(2)(a) | Organised Crime resulting in the death of any death or imprisonment plus 
person minimum fine 10 lakh 
rupees 
17 | 111(2)(b) | Organised Crime in other cases five years plus minimum 
fine five lakh rupees 
18 | 111@) Abetting, attempting etc. of an Organised Crime five years plus minimum 
fine five lakh rupees 
19 | 111(4) Being a member of Organised Crime five years plus minimum 
fine five lakh rupees 
20 | 111(5) Harboring a member of Organised Crime three years plus minimum 
fine five lakh rupees 
21 | 111(6) Possessing property derived from Organised Crime | three years plus minimum 
fine two lakh rupees 
22 =| 111(7) Possession of property on behalf of member of three years plus minimum 
Organised Crime fine one lakh rupees 
23 | 112(@) Petty Organised Crime one year 
24 | 113(2)(b) | Terrorist Act five years 
25 | 113(3) Abetting, attempting etc. of Terrorist Act five years 
26 | 113(4) Organising a camp for Terrorist Act five years 
27 ‘| 113(6) Harboring any person who has committed any three years 
terrorist Act 
28 =| 117@) Voluntarily Causing Grievous Hurt resulting in ten years 
permanent vegetative state 
29 | 118(2) Voluntarily Causing Hurt or Grievous Hurt by one year 
Dangerous Weapons or Means 
30 | 121(2) Voluntarily Causing Hurt or Grievous Hurt to Deter | one year 
Public Servant from His Duty 
31 | 124(1) Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc | ten years 
causing to be in a permanent vegetative state 
32 | 124(2) Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc | five years 
33 | 127(4) wrongfully confines any person for ten days or more | imprisonment plus fine ten 
thousand rupees 
34 | 139(1) Kidnapping or Maiming a Child for Purposes of ten years 
Begging 
35 | 139(2) Kidnapping or Maiming a Child for Purposes of twenty years 
Begging 
36 | 143(2) Trafficking of person seven years 
37 | 143(3) Trafficking of more than one person ten years 
38 | 143(4) Trafficking of a child ten years 
39 | 143(5) Trafficking of more than one child fourteen years 
40 | 144(1) Engaging a child for sexual exploitation five years 
41 | 144(@) Engaging a person for sexual exploitation in any three years 
manner 
42 | 195(1) Assaulting or obstructing public servant when imprisonment plus fine 


suppressing riot, etc. 


25000 rupees 


43 | 199 Public servant disobeying direction under law six months 
44 | 204 Personating A Public Servant six months 
45 | 283 Exhibition of false light, mark or buoy imprisonment plus fine 
10000 rupees 

46 | 303(2) Theft one year 
47 | 310(3) five or more persons, who are conjointly committing | ten years 

dacoity 
48 | 311 Robbery, or dacoity, with attempt to cause death or | seven years 

grievous hurt 
49 | 312 Attempt to commit robbery or dacoity when armed __| seven years 

with deadly weapon 
50 | 314 Dishonest Misappropriation of Property six months 
51 | 320 Dishonest or Fraudulent Removal or Concealment six months 

of Property To Prevent Distribution Among 

Creditors 

LIST OF OFFENCES FOR WHICH PUNISHMENT INCLUDES 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
alle Section Description ee 
No. Sn. 
1 202 Public servant unlawfully engaging in trade 168 
2 209 Non-appearance in response to a proclamation under section | 174A 
84 of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 
3 226 Attempt to commit suicide to compel or restrain exercise of New Section, similar 
lawful power to Sn. 308 IPC 
4 303(2) | Theft where the value of the stolen property is less than five 379 
Proviso | thousand rupees 

> 395 Misconduct in public by a drunken person 510 
6 356(2) | Defamation 500 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE 
CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENCES 


EXPLANATORY NOTES: (1) In regard to offences under the Bharatiya Nyaya 


Sanhita, the entries in the second and third columns against 
a section the number of which is given in the first column are 
not intended as the definition of, and the punishment 
prescribed for, the offence in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
but merely as indication of the substance of the section. 


(2) In this Schedule, (/) the expression "Magistrate of the first 
class" and "any Magistrate" does not include Executive 
Magistrates; (ii) the word "cognizable" stands for "a police 
officer may arrest without warrant"; and (///) the word "non- 
cognizable" stands for "a police officershall not arrest without 
warrant". 


I, —OFFENCES UNDER THE BHARATIYA NYAYA SANHITA 


Cognizable 
Section Offence Punishment or Bailable or By what 
Non- Non- bailable Court 
cognizabl triable 
e 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
Abetment of |Same as for According as| According as Court by 
49 any offence, joffence abetted. |offence offence abetted | which 
if the act abetted is is bailable or offence 
abetted is cognizable or| non-bailable. abetted is 
committed in non- triable. 
consequence, cognizable. 
and where no 
express 
provision is 
made for its 
punishment. 
50 Abetment of |Same as for According as| According as Court by 
any offence, joffence abetted. |offence offence abetted | which 
if the person abetted is is bailable or offence 
abetted does cognizable non-bailable. abetted is 
act with or non- triable. 
different cognizable. 
intention 
from that of 
abettor. 
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51 Abetment of |Same as for According as| According as Court by 
any offence, |offence intended |offence offence abetted | which 
when one act |to be abetted. abetted is is bailable or offence 
is abetted and cognizable or| non-bailable. abetted is 
a different act non- triable. 
is done; cognizable. 

Subject to the 
proviso. 

BZ Abettor when |Same as for According as| According as Court by 
liable to offence abetted. joffence offence abetted | which 
cumulative abetted is is bailable or offence 
punishment cognizable or| non-bailable. abetted is 
for act non- triable. 
abetted and cognizable. 
for act done. 

53 Abetment of |Same as for According as| According as Court by 
any offence, joffence offence offence abetted | which 
when an committed. abetted is is bailable or offence 
effect is cognizable or| non-bailable. abetted is 
caused by the non- triable. 
act abetted cognizable. 
different from 
that intended 
by the 
abettor. 

54 Abetment of |Same as for According as| According as Court by 
any offence, if/offence offence offence abetted | which 
abettor committed. abetted is is bailable or offence 
present when cognizable or| non-bailable. abetted is 
offence is non- triable. 
committed. cognizable. 

55 Abetment of |Imprisonment According as| Non-bailable. Court by 
an offence, for 7 years and |offence which 
punishable fine. abetted is offence 
with death or cognizable or abetted is 
imprisonment non- triable. 
for life, if the cognizable. 
offence be not 
committed in 
consequence 
of the 
abetment. 

If an act Imprisonment for|According as |Non-bailable. Court by 
Which causes /14 years and offence which 
harm to be _ ffine. abetted is offence — 
done in cognizable or abetted is 
consequence non- triable. 

of the cognizable. 

abetment. 
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56 Abetment of |Imprisonment — {According as | According as Court by 
an offence, extending offence offence abetted | which 
punishable to one-fourth of jabetted is is bailable or offence 
with the longest term |cognizable or} non-bailable. abetted is 
imprisonment, |provided for the |non- triable. 
if the offence joffence, or fine, |cognizable. 
be not or both. 
committed in 
consequence 
of the 
abetment. 

If the abettor |Imprisonment {According as | According as Court by 
or the person |extending to offence offence abetted | which 
abetted be a_ |one-half of the |abetted is is bailable or offence 
public servant |longest term cognizable or| non-bailable. abetted is 
whose duty it |provided for the |non- triable. 

is to prevent joffence, or fine, |cognizable. 

the offence. _|or both. 

57 Abetting Imprisonment — {According as | According as Court by 
commission of |which may offence offence abetted | which 
an offence by |extend to 7 abetted is is bailable or offence 
the public or |years and fine. |cognizable or} non-bailable. abetted is 
by more than non- triable. 
ten persons. cognizable. 

58(a) Concealing Imprisonment for|According as | Non-bailable, Court by 
design to 7 years and fine. joffence which 
commit abetted is offence 
offence cognizable or abetted is 
punishable non- triable. 
with death or cognizable. 
imprisonment 
for life, if the 
offence be 
committed. 

58(b) If offence be (Imprisonment for|According as | Bailable. Court by 
not 3 years and fine. joffence which 
committed. abetted is offence 

cognizable or abetted is 
non- triable. 
cognizable. 

59(a) A public Imprisonment (According as According as Court by 
Servant extending to one-ljoffence offence abetted |which 
concealing a__shailf of the abetted is is bailable or offence 
design to longest term cognizable or jnon-bailable. abetted is 
Commit an provided for the j|non- triable. 
offence which |offence, or fine, |cognizable. 
it is his duty tojor both. 
prevent, if the 
offence be 
committed. 
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59(b) If the offence Imprisonment According aS | Non-bailable. Court by 
be punishable |for 10 years. offence which 
with death or abetted is offence 
imprisonment cognizable or abetted is 
for life. non- triable. 

cognizable. 

59(c) If the offence [Imprisonment (According as | Bailable. Court by 
be not extending to one-ljoffence which 
committed. fourth of the abetted is offence 

longest term cognizable or abetted is 
provided for the |non- triable. 
offence, or fine, |cognizable. 

or both. 

60(a) Concealing a |Imprisonment According as | According as Court by 
design to extending to one-joffence offence abetted Which 
commit an fourth of the abetted is is bailable or Offence 
offence longest term cognizable or} non-bailable. abetted is 
punishable provided for the |non- triable. 
with offence, or fine, |cognizable. 
imprisonment, jor both. 
if offence be 
committed. 

60(b) If the offence [Imprisonment [According as | Bailable. Court by 
be not extending offence which 
committed. to one-eighth abetted is offence 

part of the cognizable or abetted is 
longest term non- triable. 
provided for cognizable. 

the offence, or 

fine, 

or both. 

61(2)(a) (Criminal Same as for According as (According as Court by 
Conspiracy to jabetment of the [the offence offence which is_ |which 
commit an offence which is |which is the jobject of abetment of 
offence the object of the jobject of Conspiracy is the offence 
punishable conspiracy. conspiracy is [bailable or non-_ |which is the 
with death, cognizable or jbailable. object of 
imprisonment non- conspiracy 
for life or cognizable. is triable. 
rigorous 
imprisonment 
for a term of 2 
years or 
upwards. 

61(2)(b) Any other Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
criminal 6 months, or cognizable. of the first 
Conspiracy. fine, or both. class. 

62 Attempting to |One half of the (According as According as the |The court by 
Commit imprisonment for |the offence is offence which the 
offence life, or cognizable or jattempted by the joffence 
punishable imprisonment notinon- offender is attempted is 
with exceeding one- |cognizable. bailable or non- _ {triable. 
imprisonment half of the bailable. 
for life, or longest term, 
imprisonment, |provided for the 
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land in such offence, or fine, 
attempt doing jor both. 

any act 

towards the 

Commission of 

tthe offence. 

64(1) Rape. Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
imprisonment Session. 
for not less than 
10 years 
but which may 
extend to 
imprisonment for 
life, and fine. 

64(2) Rape by a Rigorous Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
police officer imprisonment for Session. 
or a public not less than 10 
Servant or years but which 
member of may extend to 
armed forces |jimprisonment for 
lor a person life which shall 
being onthe’ |mean the 
Management |remainder of that 
or on the staff |person's natural 
of a jail, life and fine. 
remand home 
or other place 
of custody or 
women's or 
children's 
institution or 
by a person on 
tthe 
management 
or on the staff 
of a hospital, 
and rape 
committed by 
a person ina 
position of 
{trust or 
authority 
towards the 
person raped 
or by a near 
relative of the 
person raped. 

65(1) Persons Rigorous Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
Committing imprisonment for Session. 
offence of rape|not less than 20 
on a woman _fjyears but which 
under sixteen jmay extend to 
years of age. jimprisonment for 

life, which shall 
mean 
imprisonment for 
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the remainder of 
that person's 
natural life and 
fine. 

65(2) Persons Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Committing imprisonment for Session. 
offence of rape|not less than 20 
on a woman _fjyears but which 
under twelve may extend to 
years of age. imprisonment for 

life which shall 
mean 
imprisonment for 
the remainder of 
that person's 
natural life and 
with fine or 
death. 

aa Person Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
committing an imprisonment for Session. 
offence of rape|not less than 20 
and inflicting jyears but which 
injury which — |may extend to 
causes death [imprisonment for 
or causes the life which shall 
woman to be |mean 
in a persistent imprisonment for 
vegetative the remainder of 
State. that person's 

natural life or 
death. 

67 Sexual Imprisonment for|Cognizable __Bailable. Court of 
intercourse by jnot less than 2 _|(only on the Session. 
husband upon lyears but which [complaint of 
his wife during |may extend to 7 [the victim). 

Separation. Years and fine. 

68 Sexual Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
intercourse by jimprisonment for Session. 
fa person in not less than 5 
authority, etc. \years, but which 

may extend to 10 
Years and fine. 

69 Sexual Imprisonment  |Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
intercourse by |which may Session. 
employing extend to 10 
deceitful years and fine. 
means, etc. 

70(1) Gang rape. Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 

imprisonment for Session. 
not less than 20 

years but which 

may extend to 

imprisonment for 

life which shall 

mean 

imprisonment for 
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the remainder of 
that person's 
natural life and 
fine. 

70(2) Gang rape on [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
la woman life which shall Session. 
under eighteen|mean 
years of age. jimprisonment for 

the remainder of 
that person's 
natural life and 
with fine or with 
death. 

ral Repeat Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
offenders. life which shall Session. 

mean 
imprisonment for 
the remainder of 
that person's 
natural life or 
with death. 

72(1) Disclosure of [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Bailable. Any 
identity of the |2 years and fine. Magistrate. 
Victim of 
certain 
offences, etc. 

73 Printing or Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
publication of aj2 years and fine. Magistrate. 
proceeding 
without prior 
permission of 
court. 

74 Assault or use [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Any 
of criminal 1 year which may Magistrate. 
force to extend to 5 years 
woman with _ and fine. 
intent to 
outrage her 
modesty. 

75(2) Sexual Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
harassment imprisonment Session. 
land with 3 years, or 
punishment forjfine, or both. 

Sexual 
harassment 
Specified in 
clause (i) or 
clause (ii) or 
clause (iii) of 
Sub-section 
‘ae 

75(3) Sexual Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
harassment 1 year, or fine, or Session. 
and both. 
punishment for 
Sexual 
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harassment 
Specified in 
clause (iv) of 
Sub- section 
(1). 
76 Assault or use \Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
of criminal not less than 3 Session. 
force to years but which 
woman with — |may extend to 7 
intent to years and fine. 
disrobe. 
77. Voyeurism. Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Court of 
not less than 1 Session. 
year but which 
may extend to 3 
years and fine. 
Second or Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
Subsequent not less than 3 Session. 
conviction. years but which 

may extend to 7 

Years and fine. 

78(2) Stalking. Imprisonment up |Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
to 3 years and Magistrate. 
fine. 

Second or Imprisonment up |Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Any 
Subsequent to 5 years and Magistrate. 
conviction. fine. 

79 Uttering any [Simple Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
word or imprisonment for Magistrate. 
making any 3 years and fine. 
gesture 
intended to 
insult the 
modesty of a 
woman, etc. 

80(2) Dowry death. [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
not less than 7 Session. 
years but which 
may extend to 
imprisonment for 
life. 

81 AA man by Imprisonment for|Non- Non-bailable. Magistrate 

deceit causing |10 years and cognizable. of the first 
a woman not fine. class. 
lawfully 

married to him 

to believe, that 

She is lawfully 

married to him 

and to cohabit 

with him in 

that belief. 

82(1) Marrying again Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
during the life |7 years and fine. |cognizable. of the first 
time of a class. 


husband or 
Wife. 
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82(2) 


Same offence 
with 
concealment of 
ithe former 
marriage from 
tthe person 
with whom 
Subsequent 
Marriage is 
contracted. 


Imprisonment for 
10 years and 
fine. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


83 


(A person with 
fraudulent 
intention going 
through the 
ceremony of 
being married, 
knowing that 
he is not 
thereby 
lawfully 
married. 


Imprisonment up 
to 7 years and 
fine. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Non-bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


84 


Enticing or 
taking away or 
detaining with 
a criminal 
intent a 
married 
woman. 


Imprisonment for 
2 years, or fine, 
or both. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


85 


Punishment for 
Subjecting a 
married 
woman to 
cruelty. 


Imprisonment for 
3 years and fine. 


Cognizable if 
information 
relating to 
the 
commission 
of the offence 
is given to an 
officer in 
charge of a 
police station 
by the person 
aggrieved by 
the offence 
or by any 
person 
related to her 
by blood, 
marriage or 
adoption or if 
there is no 
Such relative, 
by any public 
Servant 
belonging to 
Such class or 


Non-bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 
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category as 
may be 
notified by 
the State 
Government 
in this behalf. 

87 Kidnapping, [Imprisonment for/Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
abducting or {10 years and Session. 
inducing fine. 
woman to 
compel her 
marriage, etc. 

88 Causing Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
miscarriage.  |8 years, cognizable. of the first 

or fine, or both. class. 
If the woman _ |Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
be quick with |7 years and fine. |cognizable. of the first 
child. class. 

89 Causing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
miscarriage life, or Session. 
without imprisonment for 
women's 10 years and 
consent. fine. 

90(1) Death caused |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
by an act done /|10 years and Session. 
with intent to ffine. 

Cause 
miscarriage. 

90(2) If act done Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
without life, or as above. Session. 
women's 
consent. 

91 Act done with [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
intent to 10 years, Session. 
prevent a childjor fine, or both. 
being born 
alive, or to 
cause it to die 
after its birth. 

oe) Causing death Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
of a quick 10 years and Session. 
unborn child _ fine. 
by an act 
amounting to 
culpable 
homicide. 

93 Exposure of a |[mprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Magistrate 
child under 12 |7 years, or fine, of the first 
years of age _ jor both. class. 
by parent or 
person having 
care of it with 
intention of 
wholly 
abandoning it. 
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94 Concealment [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [ailable. Magistrate 
of birth by 2 years, of the first 
Secret disposal jor fine, or both. class. 
of dead 
body. 

95 Hiring, Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
employing or j|not less than 3 of the first 
engaging a years but which class. 
child to may extend to 10 
commit an years and fine. 
offence. 

If offence be [Sameas forthe |Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court by 
committed. offence which 
committed. offence 
committed 
is triable. 

96 Procuration of |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
child. 10 years and Session. 

fine. 

97 Kidnapping or [Imprisonment for/Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
abducting a 7 years and fine. of the first 
child under ten class. 
years with 
intent to steal 
from its 
person. 

98 Selling child (Imprisonment for/Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
for purposes of|10 years and Session. 
prostitution, _ fine. 
etc. 

99 Buying child (Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
for purposes of|not less than 7 Session. 
prostitution, jyears but which 
etc. may extend to 14 

years and fine. 

103(1) Murder. Death or Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
imprisonment for Session. 
life and fine. 

103(2) Murder by Death or with Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
group of five imprisonment for Session. 
or more life and fine. 
persons. 

104 Murder by life- [Death or Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
convict. imprisonment for Session. 

life, which shall 
mean the 
remainder of that 
person's natural 
life. 

105 Culpable Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
homicide not life, or Session. 
amounting to [Imprisonment for 
murder, if act not less than 5 
by which the — lyears but which 
death is 
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caused is done |may extend to 10 

with intention lyears and fine. 

of causing 

death, etc. 

If act be done |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
with 10 years and Session. 
knowledge thatwith fine. 

it is likely to 

cause death, 

but without 

any intention 

to cause 

death, etc. 

106(1) [Causing death [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. ailable. Magistrate 

by negligence. |5 years and fine. of the first 
class. 

Causing death [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Magistrate 

by negligence |2 years and fine. of the first 

by registered class. 

medical 

practitioner. 

106(2) [Causing death [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. (Non-Bailable. Magistrate 
by rash and 10 years and of the first 
negligent fine. class. 
driving of 
Vehicle and 
escaping. 

Oz Abetment of (Death, or Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Suicide of child jimprisonment for Session. 
or person of _ fife, or 
unsound mind, imprisonment for 
etc. 10 years and 

fine. 

108 Abetment of |[mprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Suicide. 10 years and Session. 

fine. 

109(1) Attempt to Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
murder. 10 years and Session. 

fine. 
If such act Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
causes hurt to life, or as above. Session. 
any person. 

109(2) Attempt by Death, or Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
life-convict to jimprisonment for Session. 
murder, if hurt life which shall 
is caused. mean the 

remainder of that 
person's natural 
life. 

110 Attempt to Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
commit 3 years or fine, Session. 
culpable or both. 
homicide. 
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If such act Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Causes hurt to |7 years or fine, Session. 
any person. or both. 

111(2)(a (Organised Death or Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
crime resulting imprisonment for Session. 
in death of anyl|life and fine of 
person. not less than 10 

lakh rupees. 
111(2)(b {In any other {Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
) case. not less than 5 Session. 

years but which 

may extend to 

imprisonment for 

life and fine of 

not less than 5 

lakh rupees. 

111(3) betting, Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
attempting, not less than 5 Session. 
conspiring or |years but which 
knowingly may extend to 
facilitating the jimprisonment for 
commission of life and fine of 
organised not less than 5 
crime. lakh rupees. 

111(4) [Beinga Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
member of an |not less than 5 Session. 
organised years but which 
crime may extend to 
Syndicate. imprisonment for 

life and fine of 
not less than 5 
lakh rupees. 

111(5) [Intentionally [Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
harbouring or |not less than 3 Session. 
concealing any years but which 
person who may extend to 
committed imprisonment for 
offence of life and fine of 
organised not less than 5 
crime. lakh rupees. 

111(6) Possessing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
property not less than 3 Session. 
derived, or years but which 
obtained from |may extend to 
tthe imprisonment for 
commission of life and fine of 
organised not less than 2 
crime. lakh rupees. 

111(7) [Possessing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
property on not less than 3 Session. 
behalf of a years but which 
member of an jmay extend to 
organised imprisonment for 
crime 10 years and fine 
Syndicate. of not less than 1 

lakh rupees. 
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112 Petty Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
Organised not less than 1 of the first 
crime. year but which class. 

may extend to 7 
years and fine. 

113(2)(a [Terrorist act Death or Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 

) resulting in thelimprisonment for Session. 
death of any _ life and fine. 
person. 

113(2)(b In any other {Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 

) case. not less than 5 Session. 

years but which 
may extend to 
imprisonment for 
life and fine. 

113(3) Conspiring, Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
attempting, not less than 5 Session. 
abetting, etc., \years but which 
or Knowingly may extend to 
facilitating the jimprisonment for 
commission of life and fine. 

(terrorist act. 

113(4) [Organising Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
camps, not less than 5 Session. 
training, etc., fyears but which 
for commission|may extend to 
of terrorist act. |imprisonment for 

life and fine. 

113(5) |[Beinga Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
member of an |life and fine. Session. 
organisation 
involved in 
terrorist act. 

113(6) |Harbouring, {Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
concealing, not less than 3 Session. 
etc., of any years but which 
person who may extend to 
committed a__ imprisonment for 
terrorist act. _ life and fine. 

113(7) [Possessing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
property life and fine. Session. 
derived or 
obtained from 
Commission of 
terrorist act. 

115(2) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Any 
causing hurt. |1 year or fine of |cognizable. Magistrate. 

10,000 rupees, 
or both. 

117(2) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
Causing 7 years and fine. Magistrate. 
grievous hurt. 

117(3) [If hurt to Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
results in imprisonment for Session. 
permanent not less than 10 
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disability or years but which 

persistent may extend to 

vegetative imprisonment for 

State. life which shall 
mean the 
remainder of that 
person's natural 
life. 

117(4) |Grievous hurt {Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
caused by a_ |/ years and fine. Session. 
group of 5 or 
more persons. 

118(1) [Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. \Non-bailable. Any 
causing hurt {2 years, or fine Magistrate. 
by dangerous jof 20,000 rupees, 

Weapons or or both. 
means. 

118(2) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Magistrate 
causing life or of the first 
grievous hurt jimprisonment of class. 
by dangerous not less than 1 
Weapons or year but which 
means [except may extend to 10 
as provided in lyears and fine. 

Section 
1220251. 

119(1) [Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Magistrate 
causing hurt toj10 years and of the first 
extort fine. class. 
property, or to 
constrain to an 
illegal act. 

119(2) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
causing life, or Session. 
grievous hurt jimprisonment for 
for any 10 years and 
purpose fine. 
referred to in 
Sub-section 
(1). 

120(1) [Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Magistrate 
causing hurt to|7 years and fine. of the first 
extort class. 
confession or 
information, or 
ito compel 
restoration of 
property, etc. 

120(2) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Causing 10 years and Session. 
grievous hurt ffine. 
ito extort 
confession or 
information, or 
[to compel 
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restoration of 
property, etc. 

121(1) [Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
causing hurt to|5 years, or fine, of the first 
deter public — jor both. class. 
Servant from 
his duty. 

121(2) Voluntarily Imprisonment  (|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Causing not less than 1 Session. 
grievous hurt lyear, or 
[to deter public imprisonment for 
Servant from {10 years and 
his duty. fine. 

122(1) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|/Non- Bailable. Any 
causing hurt /1 month, or fine |cognizable. Magistrate. 
on grave and_ of 5,000 rupees, 

Sudden or both. 
provocation, 

not intending 

to hurt any 

other than the 

person who 

gave the 

provocation. 

122(2) [Causing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Magistrate 
grievous hurt [5 years, or fine of the first 
on grave and of 10,000 rupees, class. 
Sudden or both. 
provocation, 
not intending 
to hurt any 
other than the 
person who 
gave the 
provocation. 

13 Causing hurt |[mprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
by means of /|10 years and Session. 
poison, etc., _ fine. 
with intent to 
commit an 
offence. 

124(1) Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
Causing not less than 10 Session. 
grievous hurt lyears but which 
by use of acid, may extend to 
etc. imprisonment for 

life and fine. 

124(2) [Voluntarily Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
throwing or 5 years but which Session. 
attempting to |may extend to 7 
throw acid. years and fine. 

{25 Doing any act Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
endangering |3 months, or fine Magistrate. 
human life or jof 2,500 rupees, 
personal safetyjor both. 
lof others. 
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125(a) [Where hurt is [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. ailable. Any 

caused. 6 months, or fine Magistrate. 
of 5,000 rupees, 
or both. 

125(b) Where Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Bailable. Any 
grievous hurt 8 years, or fine Magistrate. 
is caused. of 10,000 rupees, 

or both. 

126(2) Wrongfully Simple Cognizable. [ailable. Any 
restraining anyjimprisonment for Magistrate. 
person. 1 month, or fine 

of 5,000 rupees, 
or both. 

127(2) |Wrongfully Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
confining any {1 year, or fine of Magistrate. 
person. 5,000 rupees, or 

both. 

127(3) Wrongfully Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
confining for 3 years, or fine Magistrate. 
three or more jof 10,000 rupees, 
days. or both. 

127(4) |Wrongfully Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
confining for {5 years and fine of the first 
10 or more of 10,000 rupees. class. 
days. 

127(5) |Keeping any [Imprisonment for|\Cognizable. Bailable. Magistrate 
person in 2 years in of the first 
wrongful addition to any class. 
confinement, jterm of 
knowing that a|limprisonment to 
Writ has been |under any other 
issued for his |section and fine. 
liberation. 

127(6) [Wrongful Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Magistrate 
confinement in |3 years in of the first 
Secret. addition to other class. 

punishment 
which he is liable 
to and fine. 

127(7) Wrongful Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
confinement [3 years and fine. Magistrate. 
for the 
purpose of 
extorting 
property, or 
constraining to 
an illegal act, 
etc. 

127(8) [Wrongful Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
confinement [3 years and fine. Magistrate. 
for the 
purpose of 
extorting 
confession or 
information, or 
for compelling 
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restoration of 
property, etc. 

134 Assault or Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Any 
criminal force |3 months, or fine jcognizable. Magistrate. 
otherwise than lof 1,000 rupees, 
on grave or both. 
provocation. 

ae. Assault or use |[mprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Any 
of criminal 2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
force to deter jor both. 
public servant 
from discharge 
lof his duty. 

133 Assault or Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Any 
criminal force |2 years, or fine, |cognizable. Magistrate. 
with intent to jor both. 
dishonour a 
person, 
otherwise than 
on grave and 
Sudden 
provocation. 

hey Assault or Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
criminal force |2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
in attempt to jor both. 
commit theft 
of property 
worn or carried 
by a person. 

135 Assault or use [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
of criminal 1 year, or fine of Magistrate. 
force in 5,000 rupees, or 
attempt both. 
wrongfully to 
confine a 
person. 

136 Assault or use |Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
of criminal imprisonment for cognizable. Magistrate. 
force on grave jone month, or 
and sudden fine of 1,000 
provocation. rupees, or both. 

137(2) (Kidnapping. {[mprisonment for\Cognizable. _[Bailable. Magistrate 

7 years and fine. of the first 
class. 

139(1) Kidnapping a_ [Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
child for imprisonment not of the first 
purposes of be less than 10 class. 
begging. years but which 

may extend to 
imprisonment for 
life, and fine. 

139(2) |Maiminga Imprisonment Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
child for not be less than Session. 
purposes of 20 years which 
begging. may extend to 

remainder of that 
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person's natural 
life, and fine. 

140(1) Kidnapping or [Imprisonment for/Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
abducting in _ |life, or rigorous Session. 
order to imprisonment for 
murder. 10 years and 

fine. 

140(2) Kidnapping for Death, or Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
ransom, etc. imprisonment for Session. 

life and fine. 

140(3) [Kidnapping or [Imprisonment for|\Cognizable. Non-bailable. Magistrate 
abducting with |7 years and fine. of the first 
intent secretly class. 
and wrongfully 
to confine a 
person. 

140(4) Kidnapping or [Imprisonment for/Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
abducting in |10 years and Session. 
order to fine. 

Subject a 
person to 
grievous hurt, 
Slavery, etc. 

141 Importation of [Imprisonment for/Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
a girlor boy {10 years and Session. 
from foreign _ fine. 
country. 

142 Wrongfully Punishment for |Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court by 
concealing or {kidnapping or Which the 
keeping in abduction. kidnapping 
confinement, or abduction 
kidnapped or is triable. 
abducted 
person. 

143(2) [Trafficking of |Rigorous Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
person. imprisonment for Session. 

not less than 7 
years but which 
may extend to 10 
Years and fine. 

143(3) Trafficking of |Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
more than one jimprisonment for Session. 
person. not less than 10 

years but which 
may extend to 
imprisonment for 
life and fine. 

143(4) _ [Trafficking of a|Rigorous Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
child. imprisonment for Session. 

not less than 10 
years but which 
may extend to 
imprisonment for 
life and fine. 
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143(5) Irafficking of JRigorous Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
more than one jimprisonment for Session. 
child. not less than 14 

years but which 
may extend to 
imprisonment for 
life and fine. 

143(6) Person Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
convicted of _ [life which shall Session. 
offence of mean the 
trafficking of |remainder of that 
child on more person's natural 
than one life and fine. 
occasion. 

143(7) [Public servant |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
or a police life which shall Session. 
officer involvedjmean the 
in trafficking of|remainder of that 
child. person's natural 

life and fine. 

144(1) [Exploitation of Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
a trafficked imprisonment for Session. 
child. not less than 5 

years but which 
may extend to 10 
Years and fine. 

144(2) [Exploitation of |Rigorous Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
a trafficked imprisonment for Session. 
person. not less than 3 

years but which 
may extend to 7 
Years and fine. 

145 Habitual Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
dealing in life, or Session. 
Slaves. imprisonment for 

10 years and 
fine. 

146 Unlawful Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
compulsory 1 year, or fine, or Magistrate. 
labour. both. 

147 Waging or Death, or Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
attempting to jimprisonment for Session. 
wage war, or_ {life and fine. 
abetting the 
waging of war, 
against the 
Government of 
India. 

148 Conspiring to [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
commit certain life, or Session. 
offences imprisonment for 
against the 10 years and 
Slave. fine. 

149 Collecting Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
arms, etc., life, or Session. 
with the imprisonment for 
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intention of 10 years and 
Waging war fine. 

against the 

Government of 

India. 

150 Concealing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
with intent to |10 years and Session. 
facilitate a fine. 
design to wage 
War. 

151 Assaulting Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
President, 7 years and fine. Session. 
Governor, etc., 
with intent to 
compel or 
restrain the 
exercise of any 
lawful power. 

ise Act Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
endangering _ life, or Session. 
Sovereignty, jimprisonment for 
unity and 7 years and fine. 
integrity of 
India. 

13 Waging war  |[mprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
against life and fine, or Session. 
Government of|imprisonment for 
any foreign 7 years and fine, 

State at peace for fine. 
with the 

Government of 

India. 

154 Committing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
depredation on|7 years and fine, Session. 
the territories jand forfeiture of 
of any foreign |certain property. 

State at peace 
with the 
Government of 
India. 

155 Receiving Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
property taken /|7 years and fine, Session. 
by war or and forfeiture of 
depredation _ {certain property. 
mentioned in 
Sections 153 
and 154. 

156 Public servant |[mprisonment for|Cognizable. \Non-bailable. Court of 
Voluntarily life, or Session. 
allowing imprisonment for 
prisoner of 10 years and 
State or war in fine. 
his custody to 
escape. 
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7 Public servant [Simple Cognizable. Bailable. Magistrate 
negligently imprisonment for of the first 
Suffering 3 years and fine. class. 
prisoner of 
State or war in 
his custody to 
escape. 

158 Aiding escape [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
of, rescuing or life, or Session. 
harbouring imprisonment for 
Such prisoner. |10 years and 

fine. 

159 betting Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
mutiny, or life, or Session. 
attempting to [imprisonment for 
Seduce an 10 years and 
officer, soldier, jfine. 

Sailor or 
airman from 
his allegiance 
or duty. 

160 Abetment of Death, or Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
mutiny, if imprisonment for Session. 
mutiny is life, or 
committed in jimprisonment for 
consequence {10 years and 
thereof. fine. 

161 Abetment of {Imprisonment for|Cognizable. \Non-bailable. Magistrate 
assault by an |3 years and fine. of the first 
officer, soldier, class. 
Sailor or 
airman on his 
Superior 
officer, when 
in execution of 
his office. 

iGo Abetment of [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
Such assault, if/7 years and fine. of the first 
the assault class. 
committed. 

163 Abetment of {Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
tthe desertion 2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
of an officer, jor both. 

Soldier, sailor 
or airman. 

164 Harbouring Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
deserter. 2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 

or both. 

as Deserter Fine of 3,000 Non- Bailable. Any 
concealed on__|rupees. cognizable. Magistrate. 
board 
merchant 
vessel through 
negligence of 
master or 
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person in 
charge thereof. 

eG Abetment of Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Bailable. Any 
act of 2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
insubordinatio jor both. 

n by an officer, 
Soldier, sailor 
or airman if 
the offence be 
committed in 
consequence. 

168 Wearing garb [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Bailable. Any 
or carrying 3 months, or fine Magistrate. 
token used by jof 2,000 rupees, 

Soldier, sailor jor both. 
or airman. 

173 Bribery. Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
1 year or fine, or \cognizable. of the first 
both, or if class. 
treating only, fine 
only. 

174 Undue Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
influence or 1 year, or fine, Oricognizable. of the first 
personation at |both. class. 
an election. 

75 False Fine. Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
Statement in cognizable. of the first 
connection class. 
with an 
election. 

176 Illegal Fine of 10,000 = |Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
payments in _|rupees. cognizable. of the first 
connection class. 
with elections. 

oe Failure to keep [Fine of 5,000 Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
election rupees. cognizable. of the first 
accounts. class. 

178 Counterfeiting [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
coins, life, or Session. 
government {imprisonment for 
stamps, 10 years and 
Currency-notes|fine. 
or bank-notes. 

179 Using as Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Court of 
genuine forged life, or Session. 
or counterfeit jimprisonment for 
coin, 10 years and 
Government _ fine. 
stamp 
Currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 

180 Possession of |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of 
forged or 7 years, or fine, Session. 
counterfeit or both. 
coin, 


Government 
Stamp, 
Currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 
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Let 


Making, 
buying, selling 
Or possessing 
machinery, 
instrument or 
material for 
forging or 
counterfeiting 
coins, 
Government 
stamp, 
Currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 


Imprisonment for 
life, or 
imprisonment for 
10 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable. 


Non-bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 


182(1) 


Making or 
using 
documents 
resembling 
Currency-notes 
or bank-notes. 


Fine of 300 
rupees. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


182(2) 


On refusal to 
disclose the 
name and 
address of the 
printer. 


Fine of 600 
rupees. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


133 


Effacing any 
writing from a 
Substance 
bearing a 
Government 
stamp, 
removing from 
la document a 
Stamp used for 
it, with intent 
ito cause a loss 
ito 
Government. 


Imprisonment for 
3 years, or fine, 
or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


184 


Using a 

Government 
Stamp known 
ito have been 
before used. 


Imprisonment for 
2 years, or fine, 
or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


185 


Erasure of 
mark denoting 
that stamps 
have been 
used. 


Imprisonment for 
3 years, or fine, 
or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
lof the first 
class. 


186 


Fictitious 
Stamps. 


Fine of 200 
rupees. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


187 


Person 
employed ina 
Mint causing 


Imprisonment for 
7 years and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Non-bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 


class. 
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coin to be of a 
different 
Weight or 
Composition 
from that fixed 
by law. 

188 Unlawfully Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
taking from a_ |7 years and fine. of the first 
Mint any class. 
coining 
instrument. 

189(2) [Being member |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |[Bailable. Any 
of an unlawful |6 months, or Magistrate. 
assembly. fine, or both. 

189(3) Joining or Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
continuing in |2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
an unlawful or both. 
assembly, 
knowing that it 
has been 
commanded to 
disperse. 

189(4) Joining an Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
unlawful 2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
assembly or both. 
armed with 
any deadly 
weapon. 

189(5) [Knowingly Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
joining or 6 months, or Magistrate. 
continuing in fine, or both. 
any assembly 
of five or more 
persons after it 
has been 
commanded to 
disperse. 

189(6) Hiring, [The same as for |Cognizable. According as [The Court 
engaging or ja member of offence is by which the 
employing Such assembly, bailable or non-  joffence is 
persons to and for any bailable. triable. 
take part in an joffence 
unlawful committed by 
assembly. any member of 

Such assembly. 

189(7) | [Harbouring Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
persons hired (6 months, or Magistrate. 
for an unlawful|fine, or both. 
assembly. 

189(8) [Being hired to [Imprisonment for\Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
take part in an [6 months, or Magistrate. 
unlawful fine, or both. 
assembly or 
riot. 
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189(9) [Or to go Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Bailable. Any 
armed. 2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 

or both. 

190 Every member |The same as for |According as According as (The Court 
lof unlawful the offence. offence is offence is by which the 
assembly cognizable or |bailable or non-__|offence is 
guilty of non- bailable. triable. 
offence cognizable. 
committed in 
prosecution of 
common 
object. 

191(2) Rioting. Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 

2 years, or fine, Magistrate. 
or both. 

191(3) Rioting, armed |Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Magistrate 
with a deadly [5 years, or fine, of the first 
weapon. or both. class. 

192 Wantonly Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
giving 1 year, or fine, or Magistrate. 
provocation both. 
with intent to 
cause riot, if 
rioting be 
committed. 

If not Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
committed. 6 months, or Magistrate. 
fine, or both. 

193(1) Owner or Fine of 1,000 Non- Bailable. Any 
Occupier of rupees. cognizable. Magistrate. 
land not giving 
information of 
riot, etc. 

193(2) [Person for Fine. Non- Bailable. Any 
whose benefit cognizable. Magistrate. 
or on whose 
behalf a riot 
takes place not 
using all lawful 
means to 
prevent it. 

193(3) Agent of ownerfine. Non- Bailable. Any 
or occupier for cognizable. Magistrate. 
whose benefit 
a riot is 
committed not 
using all lawful 
means to 
prevent it. 

194(2) |Committing Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Any 
affray. one month, or Magistrate. 

fine of 1,000 
rupees, or both. 
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195(1) (Assaulting or {Imprisonment for\Cognizable. [Bailable. Magistrate 
obstructing 3 years, or fine of the first 
public servant jnot less than class. 
when 25,000 rupees, 

Suppressing _ jor both. 
riot, etc. 

195(2) [Threatening to [Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Any 
assault or 1 year, or fine, Or|cognizable. Magistrate. 
attempting to |both. 
obstruct public 
Servant when 
Suppressing 
riot, etc. 

196(1) [Promoting Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
enmity 3 years, or fine, of the first 
between or both. class. 
different 
groups on 
ground of 
religion, race, 
place of birth, 
residence, 
language, etc., 
and doing acts 
prejudicial to 
maintenance 
of harmony. 

196(2) [Promoting Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
enmity 5 years and fine. of the first 
between class. 
classes in 
place of 
worship, etc. 

197(1) [Imputations, {Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
assertions 3 years, or fine, of the first 
prejudicial to jor both. class. 
national 
integration. 

197(2) {If committed {Imprisonment for(Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
ina place of [5 years and fine. of the first 
public worship, class. 
letc. 

198 Public servant [Simple Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
disobeying imprisonment for |cognizable. of the first 
direction of the|1 year, or fine, or class. 
law with intent both. 

(to cause injury 
ito any person. 

199 Public servant |Rigorous Cognizable. |Bailable. Magistrate 
disobeying imprisonment for of the first 
direction underjnot less than 6 class. 
law. months which 

may extend to 2 
Years and fine. 
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200 Non-treatment [Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
lof victim by 1 year, or fine, Oricognizable. of the first 
hospital. both. class. 

201 Public servant [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Bailable. Magistrate 
framing an 3 years, or fine, of the first 
incorrect or both. class. 
document with 
intent to cause 
injury. 

202 Public servant [Simple Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
unlawfully imprisonment for |cognizable. of the first 
engaging in 1 year, or fine, or class. 
trade. both, or 

community 
Service. 

203 Public servant |Simple Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
unlawfully imprisonment for |cognizable. of the first 
buying or 2 years, or fine, class. 
bidding for or both and 
property. confiscation of 

property, if 
purchased. 

204 Personating a [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Any 
public servant. |not less than 6 Magistrate. 

months but 
which may 
extend to 3 years 
and fine. 

205 Wearing garb [Imprisonment for|Cognizable. [Bailable. Any 
lor carrying 3 months, or fine Magistrate. 
token used by jof 5,000 rupees, 
public servant jor both. 
with fraudulent 
intent. 

206(a) Absconding to |Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
avoid service imprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
lof summons or/i month, or fine 
other of 5,000 rupees, 
proceeding or both. 
from a public 
Servant. 

206(b) [If summons or |Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
notice require |jimprisonment for \cognizable. Magistrate. 
attendance in |6 months, or fine 
person, etc., injof 10,000 rupees, 

a Court. or both. 

207(a) [Preventing Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
service of imprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
Summons or _ |i month, or fine 
other of 5,000 rupees, 
proceeding, or jor both. 
preventing 
publication 
thereof. 
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207(b) [if summons,  |Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
etc., require imprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
attendance in |6 months, or fine 
person, etc., injof 10,000 rupees, 

a Court. or both. 

208(a) |Non- Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
attendance in [imprisonment for cognizable. Magistrate. 
obedience to’ {1 month, or fine 
an order from jof 5,000 rupees, 
public servant. jor both. 

208(b) ff the order {Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
requires imprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
personal 6 months, or fine 
attendance, of 10,000 rupees, 
etc., ina or both. 

Coulrt. 

209 Non- Imprisonment for|Cognizable. |Non-bailable. Magistrate 
appearance in |3 years, or fine, of the first 
response to a_ or both, or class. 
proclamation |community 
under section |service. 

84 of this 

Sanhita. 

In a case Imprisonment for|Cognizable. Non-bailable. Magistrate 
where 7 years and fine. of the first 
declaration has class. 
been made 

under sub- 

Section (4) of 

Section 84 of 

this Sanhita 

pronouncing a 

person as 

proclaimed 

offender. 

210(a) Omissionto  |Simple Non- Bailable. (The Court in 
produce imprisonment for |cognizable. which the 
document to’ /1 month, or fine offence is 
public servant jof 5,000 rupees, committed, 
by person or both. Subject to 
legally bound the 
to produce or provisions of 
deliver it. Chapter 

XXVIII; or, 
if not 
committed, 
in a Court, 
any 
Magistrate. 

210(b) (if the Simple Non- Bailable. (The Court in 
document is — jimprisonment for |cognizable. which the 
required to be (6 months, or fine offence is 
produced in or jof 10,000 rupees, committed, 
delivered to a jor both. Subject to 
Court. the 

provisions of 
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Chapter 
XAVITL, Or, 
if not 
committed, 
in a Court, 
any 
Magistrate. 

211(a) [Intentional Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
omission to imprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
give notice or |1 month, or fine 
information to jof 5,000 rupees, 
public servant jor both. 
by person 
legally bound 
[to give it. 

211(b) [If the notice or|Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
information imprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
required 6 months, or fine 
respects the of 10,000 rupees, 
commission of jor both. 
lan offence, 
etc. 

211(c) [If the notice or Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Any 
information is |6 months, or fine |cognizable. Magistrate. 
required by an jof 1,000 rupees, 
order passed jor both. 
under sub- 

Section (1) of 
Section 394 of 
[this Sanhita. 

212(a) Knowingly Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
furnishing falselimprisonment for |cognizable. Magistrate. 
information to |6 months, or fine 
public servant. jof 5,000 rupees, 

or both. 

212(b) [if the Imprisonment for|Non- Bailable. Any 
information 2 years, or fine, |cognizable. Magistrate. 
required or both. 
respects the 
commission of 
lan offence, 
letc. 

eis Refusing oath |Simple Non- Bailable. (The Court in 
when duly imprisonment for |cognizable. which the 
required to 6 months, or fine offence is 
take oath by a lof 5,000 rupees, committed, 
public servant. jor both. Subject to 

the 
provisions of 
Chapter 
XXVIII; or, 
if not 
committed, 
in a Court, 
any 
Magistrate. 


Page | 293 


214 Being legally (Simple Non- Bailable. The Court in 
bound to state jimprisonment for |cognizable. which the 
truth, and 6 months, or fine offence is 
refusing to of 5,000 rupees, committed, 
answer public jor both. Subject to 
Servant the 
authorised to provisions of| 
question. Chapter 

XXVIII; or, 
if not 
committed, 
in a Court, 
any 
Magistrate. 
2S Refusing to Simple Non- Bailable. (The Court in 
Signa imprisonment for |cognizable. which the 
Statement 3 months, or fine offence is 
made toa of 3,000 rupees, committed, 
public servant jor both. Subject to 
when legally the 
required to do provisions of| 
So. Chapter 
XXVIII; or, 
if not 
committed, 
in a Court, 
any 
Magistrate. 

216 Knowingly |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
stating to a jfor 3 years cognizable. of the 
public and fine. first 
servant on class. 
oath as 
true that 
which is 
false. 

217 Giving false |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
information |for 1 year, cognizable. Magistr 
to or with fine of ate. 

a public 10,000 rupees, 
servant in jor both. 
order to 

cause him to 

use his 

lawful 

power to 

the injury or 
annoyance 

of any 

person. 
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218 Resistance |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
to the for cognizable. Magistr 
taking of 6 months, or ate. 
property by |fine of 
the lawful 10,000 rupees, 
authority of jor both. 

a public 
servant. 

219 Obstructing j/Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
sale of for 1 month, cognizable. Magistr 
property or fine of ate. 
offered for |5,000 rupees, 
sale by or both. 
authority 
of a public 
servant. 

220 Illegal Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
purchase or |for 1 month, or| cognizable. Magistr 
bid for fine of 200 ate. 
property rupees or both. 
offered for 
sale by , 
authority of 
public 
servant. 

221 Obstructing |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
public for 3 months, | cognizable. Magistr 
servant or fine of ate. 
in discharge |2,500 rupees, 
of his public jor both. 
functions. 

222(a) | Omission to |Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
assist public imprisonment | cognizable. Magistr 
servant for ate. 
when bound |}1 month, or 
by law fine of 
to give such|2,500 rupees, 
assistance. |or both. 

222(b) | Wilfully Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
neglecting j|imprisonment | cognizable. Magistr 
to aida for 6 months, ate. 
public or fine of 
servant who/5,000 rupees, 
demands aidjor both. 


in the 
execution of 
process, the 
prevention 
of offences, 
etc. 
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223(a) | Disobedienc |Simple Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
e to an imprisonment Magistr 
order for ate. 
lawfully 6 months, or 
promulgated |fine of 
by a 2,500 rupees, 
public or both. 
servant, if 
such 
disobedience 
causes 
obstruction, 
annoyance 
or 
injury to 
persons 
lawfully 
employed. 

223(b) | If such Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
disobedience|for 1 year, Magistr 
causes or fine of ate. 
danger to 5,000 rupees, 
human life, jor both. 
health or 
safety, or 
causes or 
tends or 
both. To 
cause a riot 
or affray. 

224 Threat of Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
injury to for 2 years,or | cognizable Magistrate. 
public fine, or both. 
servant, 
etc. 

225 Threat of Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
injury to for 1 year, or cognizable Magistrate. 
induce fine, or both. 
person to 
refrain from 
applying for 
protection 
to public 
servant. 

226 Attempt to {Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
commit for 1 year, or cognizable Magistrate. 
suicide to fine, or both, 
compel or or community 
restraint service. 
exercise of 


lawful 


power. 
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229(1) 


Intentionall 
y giving or 
fabricating 
false 
evidence in 
a judicial 
proceeding 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years 
and 10,000 
rupees. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


229(2) 


Giving or 
fabricating 
false 
evidence in 
any other 
case. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years 
and 5,000 
rupees. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


230(2) 


Giving or 
fabricating 
false 
evidence 
with intent 
to cause 
any person 
to be 
convicted of 
capital 
offence. 


Imprisonment 
for life, or 
rigorous 
imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and 50,000 
rupees. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Non- 


bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 


230(2) 


If innocent 
person be 
thereby 
convicted 
and 
executed. 


Death, or as 
above. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Non- 
bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 


231 


Giving or 
fabricating 
false 
evidence 
with intent 
to procure 
conviction 
of an 
offence 
punishable 
with 
imprisonme 
nt for life or 
with 
imprisonme 
nt for 

7 years, or 
upwards. 


The same as for 


the offence. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Non- 
bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 
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232(1) | Threatening |Imprisonment | Cognizable| Non- Court by 
any person /for 7 years, or bailable. which offence 
to give false |fine, or both. of giving false 
evidence. evidence is 

triable. 

232(2) |Ifinnocent |The same Cognizabl | Non- Court by 
person is as for the e. bailable. which offence 
convicted offence. of giving false 
and evidence is 
sentenced triable. 
in 
consequenc 
e of false 
evidence 
with death, 
or 
imprisonme 
nt for more 
than 7 
years. 

233 Using ina The same as Non- According |Court by 
judicial for giving or cognizable.| as offence |which offence 
proceeding |fabricating false of giving of giving or 
evidence evidence. such fabricating 
known to be evidence is |false evidence 
false or bailable or |is triable. 
fabricated. non- 

bailable. 

234 Knowingly |The same as Non- Bailable. Court by 
issuing or for giving cognizable. which offence 
signinga false of giving false 
false evidence. evidence is 
certificate triable. 
relating to 
any fact of 
which such 
certificate is 
by law 
admissible 
in evidence. 

235 Using asa _ |The same as Non- Bailable. Court by 
true for giving cognizable. which offence 
certificate false of giving false 
one known _|evidence. evidence is 
to be false triable. 
in amaterial 
point. 

236 False The same as Non- Bailable. Court by 
statement for giving cognizable. which offence 
made in any |false of giving false 
declaration jevidence. evidence is 
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which is by triable. 
law 

receivable 

as evidence. 

237 Using as The same as Non- Bailable. Court by 
true any for giving cognizable. which offence 
such false of giving false 
declaration jevidence. evidence is 
known to triable. 
be false. 

238(a) | Causing Imprisonment | According | Bailable. Court of 
disappearan /for 7 years as the Session. 
ce of and fine. offence in 
evidence of relation to 
an offence which 
committed, disappear 
or giving ance of 
false evidence 
information is caused 
touching it is 
to screen the cognizable 
offender, ifa or non- 
capital cognizable 
offence. : 

238(b) | If punishable |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Magistrate of 
with for 3 yearsand | cognizable. the first class. 
imprisonmen |fine. 

t for life or 
imprisonmen 
t for 10 
years. 

238(C) If Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Court by 
punishable _|for one- fourth | cognizable. which the 
with less of the longest offence is 
than 10 term provided triable. 
years' for the 
imprisonmen joffence, or 
ty fine, or both. 

239 Intentional |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
omission for cognizable. Magistrate. 
to give 6 months, or 
information /fine of 5,000 
of an rupees, or 
offence by a |both. 
person 
legally 
bound to 
inform. 

240 Giving false |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
information | for 2 years, or | cognizable. Magistrate. 


respecting 


fine, or both. 


an offence 
committed. 
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241 


Secreting or 
destroying 
any 
document to 
prevent its 
production 
as evidence. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, or 
fine of 5,000 
rupees, or 
both. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first class. 


242 


False 
personatio 
n for the 
purpose of 
any act or 
proceeding 
in a Suit or 
criminal 
prosecutio 
n, or for 
becoming 
bail or 
security. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


243 


Fraudulent 
removal or 
concealme 
nt, etc., of 
property 
to prevent 
its seizure 
asa 
forfeiture 
orin 
satisfactio 
n of a fine 
under 
sentence, 
or in 
execution 
of a 
decree. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, or 
fine, of 5,000 
rupees, 
or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


244 


Claiming 
property 
without 
right, or 
practising 
deception 
or fine, or 
both. 
touching 
any right 
CG it; KO 
prevent its 
being 
taken asa 
forfeiture, 
or in 
satisfactio 
n of a fine 
under 
sentence, 
or in 
execution 
ofa 
decree. 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 
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Any 
Magistrate. 


245 


Fraudulently 
suffering a 
decree to 
pass for a 
sum not 
due, or 
suffering 
decree to be 
executed 
after it has 
been 
satisfied. 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailabl 
e. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


246 


False claim 
in a Court. 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years 
and fine. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailabl 
e. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


247 


Fraudulently 
obtaining a 
decree fora 
sum not 
due, or 
Causing a 
decree to 
be executed 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailabl 
e. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 
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after it has 
been 
satisfied. 

248(a) | False charge |Imprisonment | Non- Bailabl Magistrate 
of offence for 5 years, or | cognizable e. of the first 
made with  |fine of 2 lakh class. 
intent to rupees, 
injure. or both. 

248(b) | Criminal Imprisonment | Non- Bailabl Court of 
proceeding |for 10 years cognizable e. Session. 
instituted on |and fine. 

a false 
charge of an 
offence 
punishable 
with death, 
imprisonme 
nt for life, 
or 
imprisonme 
nt for ten 
years or 
upwards. 

249(a) | Harbouring |Imprisonment | Cognizable|  Bailabl Magistrate 
an offender, |for 5 years e. of the first 
ifthe and fine. class. 
offence is 
punishable 
with death. 

249(b) | If Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailabl Magistrate 
punishable  |for 3 years e. of the first 
with and fine. class. 
imprisonm 
ent for life 
or with 
imprisonm 
ent for 10 
years. 

249(c) If Imprisonment | Cognizable|  Bailabl Magistrate 
punishable j|for one- ee of the first 
with fourth of the class. 
imprisonm {longest term, 
ent for 1 and of the 
year and descriptions, 
not for 10 provided for 
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years. the offence, 
or fine, or 
both. 

250(a) | Taking gift, |Imprisonment | Cognizable|  Bailabl Magistrate 
etc., to for 7 years e. of the first 
screen an and fine. class. 
offender 
from 
punishment 
if the 
offence is 
punishable 
with death. 

250(b) — | If Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Magistrate 
punishable _|for 3 years of the first 
with and fine. class. 
imprisonm 
ent for life 
or with 
imprisonm 
ent for 10 
years. 

250(¢c) If punishable|Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Magistrate 
with for one- of the first 
imprisonme {fourth of the class. 
nt for less longest term 
than 10 provided for 
years. the offence, or 

fine, or both. 

251(a) | Offering gift\Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
or for 7 years cognizable of the first 
restoration and fine. class. 
of property 
in 
consideratio 
n of 
screening 
offender _ if 
the offence 
is punishable 
with 
death. 

251(b) | If Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Magistrate 
punishable {for 3 years cognizable of the first 
with and fine. class. 
imprisonm 
ent for life 
or with 
imprisonm 


ent for 10 
years. 
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25 CC) 


lig 
punishable 
with 
imprisonm 
ent for 
less than 
10 years. 


Imprisonment 
for one- fourth 
of the longest 
term, provided 
for the 
offence, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


252 


Taking gift 
to help to 
recover 
movable 
property of 
which a 
person has 
been 
deprived by 
an offence 
without 
causing 


apprehensio 


n of 
offender. 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


253(a) 


Harbouring 
an offender 
who has 
escaped 
from 
custody, 

or whose 


apprehensio 


n has been 
ordered, if 
the offence 
is 

punishable 
with death. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


253(b) 


If 
punishable 
with 
imprisonm 
ent for life 
or with 
imprisonm 
ent for 10 
years. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, 
with or 
without fine. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


253(C) 


If 
punishable 
with 


Imprisonment 
for one- fourth 


of the longest 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


imprisonm 
ent for 1 
year and 
not for 10 
years. 


term provided 
for the 
offence, or 
fine, or both. 
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254 


Harbouring 
robbers or 
dacoits. 


Rigorous 
imprisonment 
for 7 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


259 


Public 
servant 
disobeying a 
direction of 
law with 
intent to 
Save person 
from 
punishment, 
or property 
from 
forfeiture 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


256 


Public 
servant 
framing an 
incorrect 
record or 
writing with 
intent to 
Save person 
from 
punishment, 
or property 
from 
forfeiture 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


257 


Public 
servant in a 
judicial 
proceeding 
corruptly 
making and 
pronouncing 
an order, 
report, etc. 
contrary to 
law. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


298 


Commitme 
nt for trial 
or 
confinemen 
tbya 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


person 
having 
authority, 
who knows 
that he is 
acting 
contrary to 
law. 
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259(a) | Intentional |Imprisonment | According | Bailable. Magistrate of 
omission to /for 7 years, as the the first 
apprehend _ /|with or offence in class. 
on the part |without fine. relation to 
ofa public which 
servant such 
bound by omission 
law to has been 
apprehend made is 
an cognizabl 
offender, if e or non- 
the cognizabl 
offence is e. 
punishable 
with death. 

259(b) | If Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Magistrate of 
punishable for 3 years, the first 
with with or class. 
imprisonme_ |without fine. 
nt for life or 
imprisonme 
nt for 10 
years. 

259(c) If Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Magistrate of 
punishable for 2 years, the first 
with with or class. 
imprisonm — |without fine. 
ent for 
less than 
10 years. 

260(a) | Intentional |Imprisonment | Cognizable| Non- Court of 
omission to (for life, or bailable. Session. 
apprehend — |jimprisonment 
on the part |for 14 years, 
of apublic /with or 
servant without fine. 
bound by 
law to 
apprehend 


person 


under 
sentence of 
a Court if 
under 
sentence of 
death. 
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260(b) | If under Imprisonment | Cognizable| Non- Magistrate of 
sentence of /for 7 years, bailable. the first 
imprisonme_ |with or class. 
nt for life or jwithout fine. 
imprisonme 
nt for 10 
years, or 
upwards. 

260(c) If under Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Magistrate of 
sentence of |for 3 years, or the first 
imprisonme  |fine, or both. class. 
nt for less 
than 10 
years or 
lawfully 
committed 
to custody. 

261 Escape Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
from imprisonment | cognizable Magistrate. 
confinemen j|for2 years, 

\é or fine, or 
negligently |both. 
suffered by 

a public 

servant. 

262 Resistance |Imprisonment | Cognizable}| Bailable. Any 
or for 2 years, or Magistrate. 
obstruction |fine, or both. 
by a 
person to 
his lawful 
apprehensi 
on. 

263(a) Resistance |Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Any 
or for 2 years, or Magistrate. 
obstruction |fine, or both. 
to the lawful 
apprehensio 
nof any 
person, or 


rescuing him 
from lawful 


custody. 
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263(b) 


If charged 
with an 
offence 
punishable 
with 
imprison- 
ment for life 
or imprison- 
ment for 10 
years. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable 


Non- 
bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


263(C) 


If charged 
with 
offence 
punishable 
with death. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable 


Non- 
bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


263(d) 


If the 
person is 
sentenced 
to 
imprisonme 
nt for life, 
or 
imprisonme 
nt for 


10 years, on 


upwards. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable 


Non- 
bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


263(e) 


If under 
sentence of 
death. 


Imprisonment 
for life, or 
imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable 


Non- 
bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 


264 


Omission to 
apprehend, 
or 
sufferance 
of escape 
on part of 
public 
servant, in 
cases not 
otherwise 
provided 
for:— 


(a) in case 
of 


Imprisonment 


for 3 years, or 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
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intentional /fine, or both. class. 
omission or 

sufferance; 

(b) in case |Simple Non- Bailable. | Any 

of imprisonment cognizable. Magistrate. 
negligent /for2 years, or 

omission or |fine, or both. 

sufferance. 

265 Resistance |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. | Any 
or for Magistrate. 
obstruction |6 months, or 
to lawful fine, or both. 
apprehensi 
on, or 
escape or 
rescue in 
cases 
not 
otherwise 
provided 
fOr. 

266 Violation of |Punishment of | Cognizable.; Non- The Court by 
condition of joriginal bailable. | which the 
remission sentence, or if original 
of part of the offence was 
punishment |punishment triable. 

has been 
undergone, 
the residue. 

267 Intentional |Simple Non- Bailable. | The Court in 
insult or imprisonment | cognizable. which the 
interruption |for6 months, offence is 
to a public jor fine of committed, 
servant 5,000 rupees, subject to 
sitting in or both. the 
any stage provisions of 
of a judicial Chapter 
proceeding. XXVIII; or, if 

not 
committed, 
in a Court, 
any 
Magistrate. 
268 Personation |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. | Magistrate of 
of an for 2 years,or | cognizable. the first 
assessor. |fine, or both. class. 

269 Failure by Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Any 

person for 1 year, or bailable. | Magistrate. 
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released on /fine, or both. 
bond or 

bail bond to 

appear in 

Court. 

271 | Negligently [Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. | Any 
doing any —|for Magistrate. 
act known |¢ months, or 
to be likely |fine, or both. 
to spread 
infection of 
any disease 
dangerous 
to life. 

272 |Malignantly Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. | Any 
doing any for 2 years, Magistrate. 
act known or fine, or both. 
to be likely 
to spread or 
fine, or 
both. 
infection of 
any disease 
dangerous to 
life. 

273 |Knowingly [Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. | Any 
disobeying for cognizable. Magistrate. 
any 6 months, or 
quarantine fine, or both. 
rule. 

274 Adulterating |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. | Any 
food or drink |for cognizable. Magistrate. 
intended for |6 months, or 
sale, SO as fine of 5,000 
to make the |rupees, or 
same both. 
noxious. 
2753 Selling any Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. | Any 
food or drink |for cognizable. Magistrate. 
asfood and /|6 months, or 
drink, fine of 5,000 
knowing the |rupees, or 
same to be _ |both. 
noxious. 
276 Adulterating |Imprisonment | Non- Non- Any 
any drug or for 1 year, or cognizable.| bailable. | Magistrate. 
medical fine of 5,000 
preparation j|rupees, or 
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intendedfor  |both. 
Sale so as to 

lessen its 

efficacy, or to 
change its 
Operation, or 

to make it 
noxious. 

277 Sale of Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Any 
adulterated for cognizable. Magistrate. 
drugs. 6 months, or 

fine of 5,000 
rupees, or both. 

278 Knowingly Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Any 
Selling of for cognizable. Magistrate. 
drugas a 6 months, or 
different fine of 5,000 
drug or rupees, or both. 
preparation. 

279 Fouling water/Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. | Any 
of public for Magistrate. 
spring or 6 months, or 
reservoir. fine of 5,000 

rupees, or both. 

280 Making Fine of 1,000 Non- Bailable. | Any 
atmosphere __|rupees. cognizable. Magistrate. 
noxious to 
health. 

281 Rash Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
driving or for Magistrate. 
riding ona_ |6 months, or 
public fine of 1,000 
way. rupees, or 

both. 

282 Rash Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
navigation /|for Magistrate. 
of vessel. /6 months, or 

fine of 
10,000 
rupees, or 
both. 

283 Exhibition jImprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Magistrate 
of a false _ |for 7 years, of the first 
light, mark jand fine which class. 
or buoy. shall not be 

less than 
10,000 rupees. 
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284 Conveying |Imprisonment | Cognizable.) Bailable. Any 
person by |for Magistrate. 
water for 6 months, or 
hire in fine of 5,000 
unsafe or rupees, or 
overloaded |both. 
vessel. 

285 Causing Fine of 5,000 | Cognizable.; Bailable. Any 
danger or _ j|rupees. Magistrate. 
obstructio 
n in public 
way or line 
of 
navigation 

286 Negligent Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
conduct for Magistrate. 
with 6 months, or 
respect to |fine of 5,000 
poisonous’ |rupees, or 
substance. |both. 

207 Negligent Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
conduct for Magistrate. 
with 6 months, or 
respect to |fine of 2,000 
fire or rupees, or 
combustib |both. 
le matter. 

288 Negligent Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
conduct for Magistrate. 
with 6 months, or 
respect to /|fine of 5,000 
explosive rupees, or 
substance. |both. 

289 Negligent Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
conduct for cognizable. Magistrate. 
with 6 months, or 
respect to |fine of 5,000 
machinery |rupees, or 
‘ both. 

290 Negligent Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
conduct for cognizable. Magistrate. 
with 6 months, or 
respect to |fine of 5,000 
pulling rupees, or 
down, both. 
repairing 


or 
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and with fine 
of 

5,000 
rupees, and, 
in the event 
of second or 
subsequent 
conviction, 
with 
imprisonmen 
t for 

5 years, 

and with 
fine of 
10,000 
rupees. 


constructi 
ng 
buildings, 
etc. 

254 Negligent |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
conduct for 6 months, Magistrate. 
with or fine of 
respect to |5,000 
animal. rupees, or 

both. 

292 Committing Fine of 1,000 Non- Bailable Any 
public rupees. cognizable. Magistrate. 
nuisance in 
cases not 
otherwise 

provided for. 
293 Continuance | Simple Cognizable. Baila Any 
of nuisance | imprisonmen ble. Magistrate. 
after t for6 
injunction to | months, or 
discontinue. | fine of 5,000 
rupees, or 
both. 
294(2) | Sale, On first Cognizable. Baila Any 
etc., of conviction, ble. Magistrate. 
obscene with 
books, imprisonment 
etc. for 2 years, 
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295 Sale, On first Cognizable. Baila Any 
etc., of conviction, ble. Magistrate. 
obscene with 
objects to imprisonment 
child. for 3 years, 

and with fine 
of 

2,000 
rupees, and 
in the event 
of second or 
subsequent 
conviction, 
with 
imprisonmen 
t for 7 
years, and 
with fine of 
5,000 
rupees. 

296 Obscene actsImprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. Any 
and songs. _ for Magistrate. 

3 months, 
or fine of 
1,000 
rupees, or 
both. 

297(1) Keeping a Imprisonment Non- Bailable. Any 
lottery for cognizable. Magistrate. 
office. 6 months, 

or fine, or 
both. 

297(2) Publishing Fine of 5,000 Non- Bailable. Any 
proposals rupees. cognizable. Magistrate. 
relating to 
lotteries. 

298 Defiling, Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Any 
etc., place for bailable. Magistrate. 
of worship, |2 years, or 
with intent fine, or both. 
to insult 
the religion 
of any 
class. 

299 Deliberate |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
and for bailable. the first 
malicious 3 years, OF Class. 


fine, or both. 
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acts, 
intended to 
outrage 
religious 
feelings of 
any class by 
insulting its 
religion or 
religious 
beliefs. 

300 Disturbing |Imprisonment | Cognizable.) Bailable. Any 
religious for 1 year, or Magistrate. 
assembly. fine, or both. 

301 Trespassin |Imprisonment | Cognizable.) Bailable. Any 
gon burial for 1 year, or Magistrate. 
places, fine, or both. 
etc. 

302 Uttering Imprisonment Non- Bailable. Any 
words, etc., |for 1 year, or cognizable. Magistrate. 
with fine, or both. 
deliberate 
intent to 
wound 
religious 
feelings. 

303(2) | Theft. Rigorous Cognizable.| Non- Any 
imprisonmen bailable. Magistrate. 
tfor not be 
less than 
1 year but 
which may 
extend to 5 
years and 
fine. 

Where Upon return Non- Bailable. Any 
value of of the value cognizable. Magistrate. 
propertyis |of property or 
less than restoration of 
5,000 the stolen 
rupees. property, shall 
be punished 
with 
community 
service. 

304(2) | Snatching. /Imprison Cognizable.| Non- Any 

ment for bailable. Magistrate. 
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3 years 
and fine. 
305 Theft in a Imprison Cognizable.| Non- Any 
dwelling ment for bailable. Magistrate. 


house, or 7 years 

means of and fine. 
transportati 
onor place 
of worship, 
etc. 


306 Theft by |Imprison Cognizable.| Non- Any 

clerk or |ment for bailable. Magistrate. 
servant of |7 years 
property in jand fine. 


possession 
of master 
or 
employer. 
307 Theft after |Rigorous Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
preparatio  |imprisonmen bailable. the first 
n made for |tfor 10 class. 
causing years and 


death, hurt |fine. 
or restraint 


in order 

to the 
committing 
of theft. 

308(2) Extortion. |Imprisonme Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
nt for 7 bailable. the first 
years, or class. 
fine, or 
both. 

308(3) | Putting or [{mprisonment | Cognizable.| Bailable. | Any 
attempting for 2 years, or Magistrate. 
to put in fine, or both. 
fear of 
injury, 
inorder to 
commit 
extortion. 

308(4) Putting or Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
attempting (for7 years bailable. | the first 
to put a and fine. class. 
person in 


fear of 


death or 
grievous 
hurt in 
order to 
commit 
extortion. 
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308(5) 


Extortion 
by putting 
a person in 
fear of 
death or 
grievous 
hurt. 


Imprisonment 
for10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


308(6) 


Putting a 
person in 
fear 

of 
accusation 
of an 
offence 
punishable 
with death, 
imprisonme 
nt for life, 
or 
imprisonme 
nt for 10 
years in 
order to 
commit 
extortion. 


Imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


308(7) 


Extortion by 
threat of 
accusation of 
an offence 
punishable 
with death, 
imprisonmen 
t for life, or 
imprisonmen 
t for 10 
years. 


Imprisonment 
for10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


309(4) 


Robbery. 


Rigorous 
imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


If robbery 
committed 


Rigorous 
imprisonment 


Cognizable 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
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onhighway for 14 years. class. 
between 

sunset and 

sunrise. 

309(5) | Attempt to {Rigorous Cognizable| Non- Magistrate of 
commit imprisonment bailable. the first 
robbery. for 7 years class. 

and fine. 

309(6) | Causing Imprisonmen Cognizable| Non- Magistrate of 
hurt. t for life, or bailable. the first 

rigorous class. 
imprisonment 

for 10 years 

and fine. 

310(2) | Dacoity. Imprisonmen Cognizable| Non- Court of 
t for life, or bailable. Session. 
rigorous 
imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and fine. 

310(3) | Murder in Death, Cognizable| Non- Court of 

dacoity. imprisonment bailable. Session. 
for life, or 
rigorous 
imprisonment 
for not less 
than 10 
years and 
fine. 

310(4) | Making Rigorous Cognizable| Non- Court of 
preparation |imprisonment bailable. Session. 
to commit for 10 years 
dacoity. and fine. 

310(5) (Being one of |Rigorous Cognizable| Non- Court of 
five or more |imprisonment bailable. Session. 
persons for 7 years 
assembled and fine. 
for the 
purpose '-_ of 
committingd 
acoity. 

310(6) | Belonging to |Imprisonment | Cognizable} Non- Court of 
a gang of for life, bailable. | Session. 
persons or rigorous 
associated imprisonment 
for the for 10 years 
purpose of and fine. 


habituallyco 


mmittingdac 
oity. 
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Cabal Robbery or |Imprisonme Cognizable| Non- Court of 
dacoity, with |nt for not bailable. Session. 
attempt to less than 7 
cause death lyears. 
or grievous 
hurt. 

S12 Attempt to |Imprisonme Cognizable| Non- Court of 
commit nt for not bailable. Session. 
robberyor {less than 7 
dacoity years. 
when 
armed with 
deadly 
weapon. 

Si3 Belonging to |Rigorous Cognizable| Non- Magistrate of 
a wandering |imprisonment bailable. the first 
gang of for 7 years class. 
persons and fine. 
associated 
for the 
purpose of 
habitually 
committing 
thefts. 

314 Dishonest Imprisonment Non- Bailable. Any 
misappropri jof not less cognizable. Magistrate. 
ation of than 6 
movable months but 
property, or jwhich may 
converting j/extend to 2 
it to one's jyears and 
own use. fine. 

SS Dishonest |Imprisonment Non- Bailable. |Magistrate of 
misappropria|for 3 years and} cognizable. the first class: 
tion of fine. 
property 
possessed 
by deceased 
person at 
the time of 
his death. 

If by clerk |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Magistrate of 
or person for 7 years. cognizable. the first 
employed by class. 


deceased. 
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316(2) | Criminal Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
breach of for 5 years, bailable. the first 
trust. or fine, or class. 

both. 

316(3) | Criminal Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
breach of for 7 years bailable. the first 
trust by and fine. class. 

a carrier, 
wharfinger, 
etc. 

316(4) | Criminal Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
breach of for 7 years bailable. the first 
trust by and fine. class. 

a clerk or 
servant. 

316(5) | Criminal Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
breach of for life, or bailable. the first 
trust by imprisonment class. 
public for 10 years 
servant or _ jand fine. 
by banker, 
merchant or 
agent, etc. 

317(2) | Dishonestly |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Any 
receiving for 3 years, bailable. Magistrate. 
stolen or fine, or 
property both. 
knowing 
it to be 
stolen. 

317(3) | Dishonestly |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Court of 
receiving for life, or bailable. Session. 
stolen rigorous 
property, imprisonment 
knowing for 10 years 
that it was [and fine. 
obtained by 
dacoity. 

317(4) | Habitually Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Court of 
dealing in for life, or bailable. Session. 
stolen imprisonment 
property. for 10 years 

and fine. 

317(5) | Assisting in |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Any 

concealment |for 3 years, bailable. Magistrate. 


or 
disposal of 
stolen 
property, 
knowing it 
to be stolen. 


or fine, or 
both. 
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preventing 
from being 
made 
available for 
his 

creditors a 
debt or 
demand 
due to the 
offender. 


or fine, or 
both. 


318(2) | Cheating. Imprisonment Non- Bailable. Any 
for 3 years, cognizable. Magistrate. 
or fine, or 
both. 

318(3) | Cheating a |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
person for 5 years, cognizable. Magistrate. 
whose or fine, or 
interest the |both. 
offender was 
bound, 
either by law 
or by 
legal 
contract, to 
protect. 

318(4) | Cheating Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
and for 7 years bailable. the first 
dishonestly |and fine. class. 
inducing 
delivery of 
property. 

319(2) | Cheating by [Imprisonment | Cognizable| Bailable. Any 
personation. |for 5 years, Magistrate. 

or with fine, or 
with both. 

320 Fraudulent |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
removal or |of not be cognizable. Magistrate. 
concealment |less than 6 
of property, |months but 2 
etc., to years, or fine, 
prevent or both. 
distribution 
which may 
extend to 
among 
creditors. 

S21 Dishonest or |Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
fraudulently |for 2 years, cognizable. Magistrate. 


322 


Dishonest or 
fraudulent 
execution of 
deed of 
transfer 
containing a 
false 
statement of 
consideration 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 
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Any 
Magistrate. 


323 


Fraudulent 
removal 

or 

Impriso 
nment for 3 
years, 
concealment 
of 

property, 


or fine, or 
both. 

of himself or 
any other 
person or 
assisting in 
the 

doing thereof, 
or dishonestly 
releasing any 
demand or 
claim to 
which he is 
entitled. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, 
or fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


324(2) 


Mischief. 


Imprisonment 
for 

6 months, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


324(3) 


Mischief 
causing loss 
or damage 
to any 
property 
including 
property of 
Government 
or Local 
Authority. 


Imprisonment 
for 1 year, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


324(4) 


Mischief 
causing loss 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 


or damage to 


fine, or both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


the amount 
of twenty 
thousand 
rupees but 
less than 2 
lakh rupees. 
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324(5) 


Mischief 
causing loss 
or damage 
to the 
amount of 
one lakh 
rupees or 
upwards. 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


324(6) 


Mischief 
with 
preparation 
for causing 
to any 
person 
death, or 
hurt, or 
wrongful 
restraint, or 
fear of 
death, or of 
hurt, or of 
wrongful 
restraint. 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years, 
and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


325 


Mischief by 
killing or 
maiming 
animal. 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years, 
or fine, or 
both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


326(a) 


Mischief by 
causing 
diminution 
of supply of 
water for 
agricultural 
purposes, 
etc. 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


326(b) 


Mischief by 
injury to 
public road, 
bridge, 
navigable 
river, or 
navigable 
channel, and 
rendering it 
impassable 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


or less safe 
for travelling 
or 
conveying 
property. 
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326(c) 


Mischief by 
causing 
inundation 
or 
obstruction 
to public 
drainage 
attended 
with 
damage. 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years, or 
with fine, or 
with both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


326(d) 


Mischief by 
destroying 
Ormoving or 
rendering 
less useful a 
lighthouse or 
seamark, or 
by exhibiting 
false lights. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


326(e) 


Mischief by 
destroying 
ormoving, 
etc., a 
landmark 
fixed by 
public 
authority. 


Imprisonment 
for 1 year, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


326(f) 


Mischief by 
fire or 
explosive 
substance 
with intent 
to cause 
damage. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


326(9) 


Mischief by 
fire or 
explosive 
substance 
with intent to 
destroy a 
house, etc. 


Imprisonment 
for life, or 
imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Non- 
bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 


327(1) 


Mischief 
with intent 
to destroy 
or make 
unsafe a 


Imprisonment 
for 10 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Non- 
bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 
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decked 
vessel or a 
vessel of 
20 tonnes 
burden. 

327(2) | The Imprisonment | Cognizable.) Non- Court of 
mischief for life, or bailable. Session. 
described imprisonment 
inthe last for 10 years 
section and fine. 
when 
committed 
by fire or 
any 
explosive 
substance. 

328 Running Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Court of 
vessel with |for 10 years ble. bailable.) Session. 
intent and fine. 
to commit 
theft, etc. 

329(3) | Criminal Imprisonment | Cogniza Bailable.| Any 
trespass. for ble. Magistrate. 

3 months, or 
fine of 

5,000 rupees, 
or both. 

329(4) | House- Imprisonment | Cogniza Bailable.| Any 
trespass. for 1 year, ble. Magistrate. 

or fine of 
5,000 rupees, 
or both. 

331(1) | Lurking Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Any 
house- for 2 years ble. bailable.| Magistrate. 
trespass or |jand fine. 
house- 
breaking. 

331(2) | Lurking Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Any 
house- for 3 years ble. bailable.| Magistrate. 
trespass or j|and fine. 
house- 
breaking by 
night. 


331(3) 


Lurking 
house- 
trespass or 
house- 
breaking in 
order to 
the 
commission 
of an 
offence 
punishable 
with 
imprisonmen 
t 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years 
and fine. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 
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Any 
Magistrate. 


If the 
offence be 
theft. 


Imprisonment 
for 10 years. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


331(4) 


Lurking 
house- 
trespass or 
house- 
breaking by 
night 

in order to 
the 
commission 
of an 
offence 
punishable 
with 
imprisonme 
nt. 


Imprisonment 
for 5 years 
and fine. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


If the 
offence be 
theft. 


Imprisonment 
for 
14 years. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


331) 


Lurking 
house- 
trespass or 
house- 
breaking 
after 
preparation 
made for 
causing 
hurt, 
assault, 
etc. 


Imprisonment 
for 

10 years and 
fine. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 
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SS 1G) Lurking Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Magistrate of 
house- for ble. bailable.| the first 
trespass or |14 years and class. 
house- fine. 
breaking by 
night, 
after 
preparation 
made for 
causing hurt, 
etc. 

331(7) | Grievous Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Court of 
hurt caused /for life, or ble. bailable.| Session. 
whilst imprisonment 
committing |for 10 years 
lurking and fine. 
house- 
trespass or 
house- 
breaking. 

331(8) | Death or Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Court of 
grievous for life, or ble. bailable.) Session. 
hurt imprisonment 
caused by for 10 years 
one of and fine. 
several 
persons 
jointly 
concerned 
in house- 
breaking by 
night, etc. 

332(a) House- Imprisonment | Cogniza Non- Court of 
trespass in |for life, or ble. bailable.) Session. 
order to rigorous 
the imprisonment 
commission |for 
of an 10 years and 
offence fine. 
punishable 
with 


death. 


332(D) 


House- 
trespass in 
order to the 
commission 
of an 
offence 
punishable 
with 
imprisonmen 
t for life. 


Imprisonment 
for10 years 
and fine. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 
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Court of 
Session. 


3B2(€) 


House- 
trespass in 
order to 
the 
commission 
of an 
offence 
punishable 
with 
imprisonmen 
t 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years 
and fine. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


If the 
offence is 
theft. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


333 


House- 
trespass, 
having 
made 
preparation 
for causing 
hurt, 
assault, 
etc. 


Imprisonment 
for 7 years 
and fine. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


334(1) 


Dishonestly 
breaking 
open or 
unfastening 
any closed 
receptacle 
containing 
or supposed 
to contain 
property. 


Imprisonment 
for 2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


334(2) 


Being 
entrusted 
with any 
closed 
receptacle 
containing 

or supposed 
to contain any 


Imprisonment 
for 3 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cogniza 
ble. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


property, and 
fraudulently 
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opening the 
Same. 
336(2) | Forgery. Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. | Magistrate of 
for 2 years, or | cognizable. the first 
fine, or both. class. 

336(3) | Forgery for |Imprisonment | Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
the purpose |for 7 years bailable. | the first 
of cheating. |and fine. class. 

336(4) | Forgery for |Imprisonment | Cognizable.|; Bailable. | Magistrate of 
the purpose |for 3 years the first 
of harming _ |and fine. class. 
the 
reputation of 
any person 
or knowing 
that it is 
likely to be 
used for 
that 
purpose. 

Sa7 Forgery of a |Imprisonment | Non- Non- Magistrate of 
record of a_ |for 7 years cognizable. | bailable. | the first 
Court or of jand fine class. 

a Registrar 
of Births, 
etc., kept 
by a public 
servant. 

338 Forgery of |Imprisonme Non- Non- Magistrate of 
a valuable nt for life, cognizable. | bailable. | the first 
security, or class. 
will, or imprisonme 
authority to jnt for 10 
make or years and 
transfer fine. 
any 
valuable 
security, or 
to receive 
any 
money, 
etc. 

When the |Imprisonme Cognizable.| Non- Magistrate of 
valuable nt for life, bailable. | the first 
security is ajor class. 
promissory jimprisonme 

note of thejnt for 10 

Central years and 

Government. |fine. 


339 


Having 
possession 
ofa 
document, 
knowing it 
to be forged, 
with intent 
to use itas 
genuine; if 
the 
document is 
one of the 
description 
mentioned in 
section 337. 


Imprison 
ment for 
7 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 
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Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


If the 
document is 
one ofthe 
description 
mentioned 
in section 
338. 


Imprisonme 
nt for life, 
or 
imprisonme 
nt for 

7 years and 
fine. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


340(2) 


Using as 
genuine a 
forged 
document 
which is 
known to be 
forged. 


Punishment 
for forgery of 
such 
document. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


341(1) 


Making or 
counterfeitin 
g a Seal, 
plate, etc., 
with intent 
to commit a 
forgery 
punishable 
under 
section 338 
or 
possessing 
with like 
intent any 
such seal, 
plate, etc., 
knowing the 
same to be 
counterfeit. 


Imprisonme 
nt for life, 
or 
imprisonme 
nt for 

7 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


341(2) 


Making or 
counterfeitin 
ga 

seal, plate, 
etc., with 
intent 

to commit a 
forgery 
punishable 
otherwise 
than 

under 
section 338 
or 
possessing 
with like 
intent 

any such 
seal, plate, 
etc., 
knowing the 
same to be 
counterfeit. 


Imprisonment 
for 

7 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 
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Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


341(3) 


Possesses 
any seal, 
plate or 
other 
instrument 
knowing 

the same to 
be 
counterfeit. 


Imprisonment 
for 

3 years and 
fine. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


341(4) 


Fraudulently 
or 
dishonestly 
uses as 
genuine any 
seal, 

plate or 
other 
instrument 
knowing or 
having 
reason 

to believe 
the same to 
be 
counterfeit. 


Same as if he 
had made 

or 
counterfeited 
such 

seal, plate or 
other 
instrument. 


Cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


342(1) 


Counterfeitin 
g a device 
or 

mark used 
for 
authenticatin 
g 
documents 
described in 
section 338 
or 
possessing 
counterfeit 
marked 
material. 


Imprisonment 
for life, or 
imprisonment 
for 

7 years and 
fine. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 
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Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


342(2) 


Counterfeitin 
g a device 
or 

mark used 
for 
authenticatin 
g 
documents 
other than 
those 
described in 
section 338 
or 
possessing 
counterfeit 
marked 
material. 


Imprisonment 
for 

7 years and 
fine. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


343 


Fraudulently 
destroying or 
defacing, or 
attempting 
to 

destroy or 
deface, or 
secreting, a 
will, etc. 


Imprisonment 
for life, 

or 
imprisonment 
for 

7 years and 
fine. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 


344 


Falsification 
of accounts. 


Imprisonment 
for 

7 YGars, Or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate of 
the first 
class. 
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345(3) | Using a false|Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Any 
property for 1 year, cognizable. Magistrate. 
mark with or fine, or 
intent to both. 
deceive 
or injure 
any 
person. 

346 Removing, /Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Any 
destroying orffor 1 year, cognizable. Magistrate. 
defacing or fine, or 
property both. 
mark 
with intent 
to cause 
injury. 

347(1) | Counterfeitin [Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Any 
g a property/for 2 years, cognizable. Magistrate. 
mark used jor fine, or 
by another, |both. 
with 
intent to 
cause 
damage or 
injury. 

347(2) | Counterfeitin [Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Magistrate of 
g a property /for cognizable. the first 
mark used {3 years and class. 
by a public fine. 
servant, or 
any mark 
used 
by him to 
denote the 
manufacture, 
quality, etc., 
of any 
property. 

348 Fraudulently Imprisonment Non- Bailable. | Magistrate of 
making or _ |for cognizable. the first 
having 3 years, or class. 


possession offfine, or both. 


any 
die, plate or 
other 
instrument 
for 
counterfeitin 
g any public 
or private 
property 
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mark. 

349 Knowingly Imprisonment | Non- Bailable. Any 
selling for cognizable. Magistrate. 
goods 1 year, or fine, 
marked or both. 
with a 
counterfeit 
property 
mark. 

350(7) Fraudulent! |Imprisonmen Non- Bailable. Any 
y making a _ /|t for 3 years, | cognizable. Magistrate. 


false mark or fine, or 
upon any both. 


package or 
receptacle 
containing 
goods, with 
intent to 
cause it to 
be believed 
that it 
contains 
goods, 
which it 
does not 
contain, 
etc. 

3502) Making Imprisonmen Non- Bailable. Any 
use of any |t for 3 years, | cognizable. Magistrate. 
such false or fine, or 
mark. both. 

351(2) |) Criminal Imprisonmen Non- Bailable Any 
intimidation. |t for 2 years, | cognizable Magistrate. 

or fine, or 
both. 

351(3) | If threat be |Imprisonmen Non- Bailable Magistrate of 
to cause t for 7 years, cognizable the first 
death or or fine, or class. 
grievous both. 
hurt, etc. 

351(4) | Criminal Imprisonmen Non- Bailable. | Magistrate of 
intimidation |t for 2 years, | cognizable. the first class. 
by in addition to 


anonymous |the 
communicati | punishment 
onor having |under 

taken section 351(1). 
precaution 
to conceal 
whence the 


threat 
comes. 
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302 


Insult 
intended to 
provoke 
breach of 
the peace. 


Imprisonmen 
t for 2 years, 
or fine, or 
both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


353(1) 


False 
statement, 
rumour, 
etc., 
circulated 
with intent 
to cause 
mutiny or 
offence 
against the 
public 
peace. 


Imprisonmen 
t for 3 years, 
or fine, or 
both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


353(2) 


False 
statement, 
rumour, 
etc., with 
intent to 
create 
enmity, 
hatred or ill- 
will between 
different 
classes. 


Imprisonmen 
t for 3 
years, or 
fine, or both. 


Cognizable. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


353(3) 


False 
statement, 
rumour, 
etc., made 
in place of 
worship, 
etc., with 
intent to 
create 
enmity, 
hatred or ill- 
will. 


Imprisonmen 
t for 5 years 
and fine. 


Cognizable. 


Non- 


bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 


354 


Act caused 
by inducing 
a person to 
believe that 
he will be 
rendered 
an object of 
Divine 
displeasure 


Imprisonmen 
t for 1 year, 
or fine, or 
both. 


Non- 


cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 
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555 Appearing Simple Non- Bailable. Any 
in a public imprisonment | cognizable. Magistrate. 
place, etc., for 24 hours, 
in a state of | or fine of 
intoxication 1,000 rupees, 

, and or both or 
causing with 
annoyance community 
to any service. 
person. 

356(2) | Defamation | Simple Non- Bailable. Court of 
against the imprisonment | cognizable. Session. 
President or | for 2 years, or 
the Vice- fine or both, or 
President or | community 
the service. 

Governor of 

a State or 

Administrato 

rof a Union 

territory ora 

Minister in 

respect of 

his conduct 

in the 

discharge of 

his public 

functions 

when 

instituted 

upon a 

complaint 

made by the 

Public 

Prosecutor. 

Defamation | Simple Non- Bailable. Magistrate of 
in any imprisonment | cognizable. the first 
other case. for 2 years, or class. 


fine or both, or 
community 
service. 


356(3) 


Printing or 
engraving 
matter 
knowing it to 
be 
defamatory 
against the 
President or 
the Vice- 
President or 
the 
Governor of 
a State or 
Administrato 
rof a Union 
territory ora 
Minister in 
respect of 
his conduct 
in the 
discharge of 
his public 
functions 
when 
instituted 
upon a 
complaint 
made by the 
Public 
Prosecutor. 


Simple 
imprisonment 
for2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizabl 
e. 


Bailable. 
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Court of 
Session. 


Printing or 
engraving 
matter 
knowing it 
to be 
defamatory, 
in any other 
case. 


Simple 
imprisonment 
for2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizabl 
e. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


356(4) 


Sale of 
printed or 
engraved 
substance 
containing 
defamatory 
matter, 
knowing it to 
contain such 
matter 
against the 
President or 
the Vice- 


Simple 
imprisonment 
for2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizabl 
e. 


Bailable. 


Court of 
Session. 


President or 
the 
Governor of 
a State or 
Administrato 
rof a Union 
territory ora 
Minister in 
respect of 
his conduct 
in the 
discharge of 
his public 
functions 
when 
instituted 
upon a 
complaint 
made by the 
Public 
Prosecutor. 
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Sale of 
printed or 
engraved 
substance 
containing 
defamatory 
matter, 
knowing it 
to contain 
such matter 
in any other 
case. 


Simple 
imprisonment 
for2 years, or 
fine, or both. 


Non- 
cognizabl 
e. 


Bailable. 


Magistrate 
of the first 
class. 


So7 


Being 
bound to 
attend on 
or supply 
the wants 
of a person 
who is 
helpless 
from youth, 
unsoundnes 
s of mind or 
disease, 
and 
voluntarily 
omitting to 
doso. 


Imprisonment 
for 3 months, 
or fine of 
5,000 rupees, 
or both. 


Non- 
cognizabl 
e. 


Bailable. 


Any 
Magistrate. 
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II—CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENCES AGAINST OTHER LAWS 


Offence Cognizable or non- | Bailable or non- By what court 

cognizable. bailable. triable. 
1 2 3 4 

If punishable Cognizable. Non-bailable. Court of Session. 

with death, 

imprisonment 

for life, or 

imprisonment 

for more than 

7 years. 
Cognizable. Non-bailable. Magistrate of the 


If punishable with 
imprisonment for 
3 years and 
upwards but not 
more than 7 
years. 


first class. 


If punishable with 
imprisonment for 
less than 3 years 
or with fine only. 


Non-cognizable. 


Bailable. 


Any Magistrate. 


Note: For Reference only. 
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PROJECT 39A 
[l EQUAL JUSTICE 
y= to- if EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 


Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 2023 
& Indian Penal Code, 1860: 


An Annotated Comparison 


1.Comparative Table of Clauses 


2.Annotated Text of the BNS Bill 
2023 as Against the IPC 1860 


On 11th August 2023, three bills were introduced in the Lok Sabha that sought to repeal 
and replace the Indian Penal Code, 1860, Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973,and the 
Indian Evidence Act, 1872: 


Proposed bill Current legislation 


Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 2023 ("BNS") Indian Penal Code, 1860 (“IPC”) 


Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita Bill, 2023 ("BNSS")| Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (“CrPC’”) 


Bharatiya Sakshya Bill, 2023 Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (“IEA”) 


Project 39A has prepared this document to compare the proposed law (BNS) with the 
current provisions of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC).' This document contains two 


sections. 

The first section is a tabular comparison of the proposed clauses in the BNS 

against the corresponding provisions in the IPC. Wherever the BNS has proposed a change to 
the IPC, the same has been marked with an asterisk (*). To maintain clarity,certain changes 
implemented uniformly throughout the Bill, though relevant,have not been marked with an 
asterisk. These include - 


1.Replacing the word ‘code’ with ‘Sanhita’; 


2. Replacing references to chapters or provisions of the IPC, CrPC, IEA with the 
corresponding chapters or provisions in the new Bills; 


3. Replacing ‘night’ with ‘after sunset and before sunrise’; 


4. Removal of references to sections / provisions that have already been repealed or 
deleted; 


5. Formatting changes and minor language or grammatical changes. 
The second section annotates the BNS and highlights wherever: 


(a) text is borrowed from the IPC - highlighted with 
(b) changes are proposed in the IPC - highlighted with 


(c) acompletely new provision has been inserted in the BNS - highlighted with 


Please note: 
1.Provisions in the BNS are annotated with the corresponding provision(s) in the IPC. 


2. Deleted provisions and illustrations have been separately mentioned as notes in the 
margin of the text. 


This document is limited to comparing the BNS and the IPC. It does not provide 
substantive comments or analysis of the BNS. 


‘Harleen Kaur Shoker, Nadia Shalin, Pulkit Goyal, and Ghanavi Umesh (students at National Law University, Delhi) 
assisted in preparing this document. 


are wT EAT 


The Bhartiya I PSOAL 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 _ 
Bill No. 121 of 2023 


[Seeks to repeal the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC)] 


henee Title (and Chapter) in the Bill Bight aepripate 
Chapter I 
Preliminary 
Clause 1 Short title, commencement, application S.1-S.5 
Clause 2 Definitions S. 6 - 52A* 
Clause 3 General explanations and expressions SOh Sully Sway Seo, 
S.34, $.35-S.38* 
Chapter II 
Of Punishments 
Clause 4 Punishments 5.53" 
Clause 5 Commutation of sentence S.54-S.55A 
Clause 6 Fractions and terms of punishment Sh ae? 
Clause 7 Sentence may be wholly or partly rigorous or simple S. 60 
Clause 8 Amount of fine, liability in default etc S. 63- S.70* 
Clause 9 Limit of punishment S.71 
Clause 10 Punishment of person guilty of several offences S.72 
Clause 11 Solitary confinement $73 
Clause 12 Limit of solitary confinement S. 74 
Clause 13 Enhanced punishment for certain offences S.75 


* Indicates that changes have been proposed to the relevant section(s) in The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 
However, certain changes implemented uniformly through the Bill, though relevant, have not been reflected 
through asterisk for brevity. These include: (i) deletion of references to repealed statutes (ii) deletion of 
references to the Metropolitan Magistrate and Additional Sessions Judge (iii) change in terminology from ‘vakil 
and ‘pleader’ to ‘advocate’(iv) change in terminology from ‘Code’ to ‘Sanhita’ and provision to ‘adhiniyam’. 


‘ Indicates provisions where there seem to have been clerical errors in the Bill. 


__* Indicates new Provisions in the Bill for which there are no corresponding provisions in the CrPC. 


Where multiple sections have been mentioned in the third column, it indicates that all the stated provisions of the 
existing statute have been combined and reflected in the relevant provision of the new Bill. 


Clause Relevant section 


in the Bill Title (and Chapter) in the Bill in IPC (*) 
Chapter III 
General Exceptions 
Clause 14 Act by person bound by mistake of fact believing | S. 76 
himself bound by law 
Clause 15 Act of judge acting judicially S.77 
Clause 16 Act pursuant to judgement S. 78 
Clause 17 Act under mistake of fact S.79 
Clause 18 Accident in doing a lawful act S. 80 
Clause 19 Act without criminal intent and to prevent other harm | S.81 
Clause 20 Act of child under seven years of age S. 82 
Clause 21 Act of child above seven and under twelve, of immature | S.83 
understanding 
Clause 22 Act of person with mental illness S. 84* 
Clause 23 Act of person incapable of judgement by reason of | S.85 


intoxication * 


Clause 24 Offence requiring intent or knowledge done by | S.86 
intoxicated person 

Clause 25 Act not intended to be likely to cause death or grievous | S.87 
hurt done by consent 

Clause 26 Act not intended to cause death or grievous hurt done | S.88 
in good faith 

Clause 27 Act done in good faith for benefit of child or person  S. 89* 
with mental illness 

Clause 28 Consent under fear or misconception S. 90* 

Clause 29 Exclusion of acts which are offences independent of | S.91 


harm caused 


Clause 30 Act done in good faith for benefit of person without | S.92 
consent 

Clause 31 Communication made in good faith S293 

Clause 32 Act to which a person is compelled by threats S. 94 

Clause 33 Act causing slight harm S.95 


Of right of private defence 


Clause 34 Things done in private defence S. 96 


Clause Relevant section 


in the Bill Title (and Chapter) in the Bill in IPC (*) 

Clause 35 Right of private defence of body and property 5.97, 

Clause 36 Right of private defence against person with mental  S. 98* 
illness 

Clause 37 Act against which there is no private defence S.99 

Clause 38 When right of private defence of the body extends to | S.100 
causing death 

Clause 39 When such right extends to causing any harm S.101 
other than death 

Clause 40 Commencement and continuance of the right of private | S.102 
defence of the body 

Clause 41 When the right of private defence of property extends | S. 103* 
to causing death 

Clause 42 When right extends to causing any harm other than | S. 104 
death 

Clause 43 Commencement and continuance of the right of private | S.105 
defence of property 

Clause 44 Right of private defence against deadly assault S. 106 

Chapter IV 
Of Abetment, Criminal Conspiracy and Attempt 
Of Abetment 

Clause 45 Abetment of a thing S. 107 

Clause 46 Abettor S. 108* 

Clause 47 Abetment in India of offences outside India S. 108A 

Clause 48 Abetment outside India for offence in India is 

Clause 49 Punishment where no express provision is made for | S.109 
punishment 

Clause 50 Punishment if abetted person does act with different | S.110 
intention 

Clause 51 Liability of abettor when one act abetted and different | S.111 
act done 

Clause 52 Abettor when liable to cumulative punishment S112 

Clause 53 Liability of abettor when act abettor different from | S.113 
intended 


Clause 
in the Bill 


Title (and Chapter) in the Bill 


Relevant section 
in IPC (*) 


Clause 54 Abettor present when offence is committed S.114 
Clause 55 Abetment of offence punishable with death or S.115 
imprisonment for life 
Clause 56 Abetment of offence punishable with imprisonment S.116 
Clause 57 Abetting commission of offence by more than ten 5.117% 
persons 
Clause 58 Concealing design to commit Offence punishable with | S.118 
death or imprisonment for life 
Clause 59 Public servant concealing design S.119 
Clause 60 Concealing design to commit offence punishable with S.120 
imprisonment 
Of Criminal Conspiracy 
Clause 61 Criminal Conspiracy S.120A- S.120B 
Of Attempt 
Clause 62 Attempt S.511 
Chapter V 
Of Offences against Women and Children 
Of Sexual Offences 
Clause 63 Rape S.a/5° 
Clause 64 Punishment for rape 5. 376(1)) (2)" 
Clause 65 Punishment for rape in certain cases 
(1)Rape on woman under 16 years of age S. 376(3) 
(2)Rape on woman under 12 years of age S.376AB 
Clause 66 Rape causing death or persistent vegetative state S.376A 
Clause 67 Sexual intercourse during separation * S.376B 
Clause 68 Sexual intercourse by person in authority S.376C 
Clause 69 Sexual intercourse by deceitful means or false promise | _* 
to marry 
Clause 70 (1) Gang Rape S.376D 
(2) Gang rape on women under the age of 18 ae 
Clause 71 Repeat offenders S.376E 
Clause 72 Disclosure of identity of victim S. 228A* 


1 Rel i 
Salus Title (and Chapter) in the Bill : ni aey 


in the Bill 


Of criminal force and assault against women 


Clause 73 Assault or criminal force to woman to outrage her S. 354 
modesty 

Clause 74 Sexual harassment S.354A 

Clause 75 Assault or criminal force with intent to disrobe S. 354B* 

Clause 76 Voyeurism S. 354C* 

Clause 77 Stalking S.354D 

Clause 78 Word, gesture, act intended to insult modesty ofa S.509 
woman 


Of offences relating to marriage 


Clause 79 Dowry Death S. 304B 
Clause 80 Cohabitation by deceitfully inducing belief of lawful S. 493 
marriage 

Clause 81 Marrying again during lifetime of husband/wife S.494- S. 495 
Clause 82 Marriage ceremony, fraudulently gone through S. 496 
Clause 83 Enticing or detaining married woman S. 498* 
Clause 84 Cruelty by husband or relative S. 498A 
Clause 85 Kidnapping, abducting, inducing woman to compel S. 366 


marriage etc. 


Of causing miscarriage etc 


Clause 86 Causing miscarriage S.312 

Clause 87 Causing miscarriage without woman’s consent 5.313 

Clause 88 Death caused by act done to cause miscarriage S.314 

Clause 89 Act to prevent child being born alive or cause death S.315 
after birth 

Clause 90 Causing death of quick unborn child S.316 


Of offences against children 


Clause 91 Exposure and abandonment of child under twelve S.317 
Clause 92 Concealment of birth by disposal of dead body S.318 
Clause 93 Hiring, employing or engaging a child to commit an | _* 


offence 


Clause A : F Relevant section 


Clause 94 


Clause 95 


Clause 96 


Clause 97 


Clause 98 
Clause 99 


Clause 100 


Clause 101 


Clause 102 


Clause 103 


Clause 104 


Clause 105 


Clause 106 
Clause 107 
Clause 108 
Clause 109 


Clause 110 


Clause 111 


Clause 112 


Clause 113 


Clause 114 


Procuration of child 


Kidnapping or abducting child under ten to steal from 
its person 


Selling child for prostitution 
Buying child for prostitution 


Chapter VI 
Of offences Affecting The Human Body 


Of offences affecting life 
Culpable homicide 


Murder 


Culpable homicide by causing death of person other 
than person whose death was intended 


(1) Punishment for murder 
(2) Punishment for mob lynching 
Punishment for murder by life-convict 


Punishment for culpable homicide not amounting to 
murder 


(1) Causing death by negligence 


(2) Punishment for non reporting of rash or 
negligent act causing death 


Abetment of suicide of child or person with mental 
illness 


Abetment of suicide 
Attempt to murder 
Attempt to commit culpable homicide 
Organised crime 
Petty organised crime or organised in general 
Offence of terrorist act 
Of hurt 
Hurt 
Voluntarily causing hurt 


Grievous hurt 


S. 366A* 


S. 369 


S: OV 


S,ai/e* 


S.319 


Sy Alls Sh SVAase 


S. 320* 


Clause ; : , Relevant section 


Clause 115 


Clause 116 


Clause 117 


Clause 118 


Clause 119 


Clause 120 


Clause 121 


Clause 122 


Clause 123 


Clause 124 


Clause 125 


Clause 126 


Clause 127 
Clause 128 


Clause 129 


Clause 130 


Clause 131 


Clause 132 


Clause 133 


Voluntarily causing grievous hurt 


(3) Grievous hurt causing permanent disability or 
persistent vegetative state 


(4) Hurt caused by a mob 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt by 
dangerous weapons or means 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort 
property, or to constrain to an illegal to an act 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort 
confession, or to compel restoration of property 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to deter 
public servant from his duty 


Voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt on 
provocation 


Causing hurt by means of poison, etc., with intent to 
commit an offence 


Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid, etc. 
Act endangering life or personal safety of others 
Wrongful restraint 


Wrongful confinement 


Of Criminal Force and Assault 
Force 


Criminal force 
Assault 


Punishment for assault or criminal force otherwise 
than on grave provocation 


Assault or criminal force to deter public servant from 
discharge of his duty 


Assault or criminal force with intent to dishonor 
person, otherwise than on grave provocation 


Assault or criminal force in attempt to commit theft of 
property carried by a person 


Assault or criminal force in attempt wrongfully to 
confine a person 


$:322; 5.329 


* 


S. 324, S. 326* 


S. 327, S.329 


S.330-S.331 


S. 332 - 333* 


S. 334 - $.335* 


S. 328 


S. 326A-S.326B* 
S. 336- S.338* 
S. 339, S. 341* 


S. 340, 
S. 342-S.348* 


S.349 
S.350 
S.351 
S020 


S.353 


S.355 


S.356 


S.357* 


Clause A : , Relevant section 


Clause 134 


Clause 135 


Clause 136 
Clause 137 


Clause 138 


Clause 139 


Clause 140 


Clause 141 
Clause 142 
Clause 143 


Clause 144 


Clause 145 
Clause 146 
Clause 147 
Clause 148 
Clause 149 


Clause 150 


Clause 151 
Clause 152 
Clause 153 


Clause 154 


Clause 155 


Clause 156 


Assault or criminal force on grave provocation 


Of Kidnapping, Abduction, Slavery and Forced Labour 


Kidnapping 


Abduction 


Kidnapping or maiming a child for purposes of begging 


Kidnapping or abducting in order to murder or for 
ransom etc. 


Importation of girl or boy from foreign country 


Wrongfully concealing or keeping in confinement, 
kidnapped or abducted person 


Trafficking of person 

Exploitation of a trafficked person 
Habitual dealing in slaves 
Unlawful compulsory labour 


Chapter VII 
Of Offences against State 


Waging war against Government of India 
Conspiracy to commit offences u/s 145 
Collecting arms to wage war 

Concealing to facilitate design to wage war 
Assaulting President, Governor 


Acts endangering sovereignty unity and integrity of 
India 


Waging war against foreign state 
Depredation on territories of foreign state 


Receiving property taken by war or depredation 


Public servant voluntarily allowing prisoner of state or 


war to escape* 


Public servant negligently allowing prisoner to escape 


Aiding escape or harbouring such prisoner 


S.358* 


S.359-S.361, 
S.363* 


S. 362 
S. 363A* 


S. 364- 8.365, 
. 367 


—/ 


S. 366B* 


S. 368 


S.370* 
S. 370A* 
S.371 
S.374 


S. 125* 
S. 126* 
S.127 


S.128 


S.129 


S. 130 


Clause é : , Relevant section 


Clause 157 


Clause 158 


Clause 159 


Clause 160 
Clause 161 
Clause 162 


Clause 163 


Clause 164 


Clause 165 


Clause 166 


Clause 167 
Clause 168 
Clause 169 
Clause 170 
Clause 171 


Clause 172 


Clause 173 
Clause 174 


Clause 175 


Clause 176 


Chapter VIII 


Of Offences Relating To The Army, Navy And Air Force 


Abetting mutiny, or attempting to seduce a soldier, 
sailor or airman from his duty 


Abetment of mutiny, if mutiny is committed in 
consequence thereof 


Abetment of assault by soldier, sailor or airman on his 
superior officer, when in execution of his office 


Abetment of such assault, if the assault committed 
Abetment of desertion of soldier, sailor or airman 
Harbouring deserter 


Deserter concealed on board merchant vessel through 
negligence of master 


Abetment of act of insubordination by soldier, sailor 
or airman 


Persons subject to certain Acts 


Wearing garb or carrying token used by soldier, sailor 
or airman 


Chapter IX 
Of Offences Relating To Elections 


Candidate, electoral right defined 
Bribery 

Undue influence at elections 
Personation at elections 
Punishment for bribery 


Punishment for undue influence or personation at an 
election 


False statement in connection with an election 
Illegal payments in connection with an election 
Failure to keep election accounts 


Chapter X 
Of Offences relating to coin, currency notes, 
bank notes, and government stamps 


Counterfeiting coin, government stamps, currency- 
notes or bank-notes 


x< 


Sy dlsyil 


5.132 


5.133 


S. 134 
S.135 
S. 136* 


S. 137* 


S. 138* 


S39 


S. 140* 


STA 
S.171B 
S.171C 
S.171D 
S.171E 
S.171F 


S.171G 
S. 171H* 


Sael/all 


5. 2304S, 232, 
S.246- S.249, 
S.255, S. 489A* 


Clause A : F Relevant section 
in the Bill Title (and Chapter) in the Bill in IPC (*) 


Clause 177 


Clause 178 


Clause 179 


Clause 180 


Clause 181 


Clause 182 


Clause 183 
Clause 184 


Clause 185 


Clause 186 


Clause 187 


Clause 188 
Clause 189 
Clause 190 
Clause 191 
Clause 192 


Clause 193 


Clause 194 


Clause 195 


Using as genuine, forged or counterfeit coin, 
Government stamp, currency-notes or bank notes 


Possession of forged or counterfeit coin, Government 
stamp, currency-notes or bank-notes 


Making or possessing instruments or materials for 
forging or counterfeiting coin, Government stamp, 
currency notes or bank-notes 


Making or using documents resembling currency- 
notes or bank-notes 


Effacing writing from substance bearing Government 
stamp, or removing from document a stamp used for 
it, with intent to cause loss to Government 


Using Government stamp known to have been before 
used 


Erasure of mark denoting that stamp has been used 
Prohibition of fictitious stamps 


Person employed in mint causing coin to be of 
different weight or composition from that fixed by law 


Unlawfully taking coining instrument from mint 


Chapter XI 
Of Offences Against The Public Tranquillity 


Unlawful assembly 


Every member of unlawful offence guilty 
Rioting 

Wantonly giving provocation to cause riot 
Liability of owner, occupier etc 

Affray 


Assaulting or obstructing public servant suppressing 
riot 


Promoting enmity between groups 


Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national 
integration 


S. 250, $.251,S. 
258, S. 260, 
S.489B* 


S. 242, 
S. 252-S. 253, 
.259,S. 489C 


S 
Sy233,05230, 
S. 256, S. 257, 
S. 489D* 

S 


S. 245 


. 141-8. 145, 
.150-S. 151, 
. 157-8. 158 


149 


Ni nnn 


S. 146-148* 
S.153 

S. 154- S. 156 
S. 159- S. 160* 
SmlSiZe 


S.153A 
S. 153B* 


Clause . : , Relevant section 


Clause 196 
Clause 197 
Clause 198 
Clause 199 
Clause 200 
Clause 201 
Clause 202 


Clause 203 


Clause 204 


Clause 205 


Clause 206 


Clause 207 


Clause 208 


Clause 209 


Clause 210 


Clause 211 


Clause 212 


Clause 213 


Clause 214 


Clause 215 


Chapter XII 
Of Offences by or relating to Public Servants 


Public servant disobeying law to cause injury 
Public servant disobeying direction under law 
Non-treatment of victim 

Framing incorrect document to cause injury 
Unlawfully engaging in trade 

Unlawfully buying or bidding for property 
Personating public servant 

Wearing garb of public servant 


Chapter XIII 
Of Contempts Of The Lawful Authority 
Of Public Servants 


Absconding to avoid service of summons or other 
proceeding 


Preventing service of summons or other proceeding, 
or preventing publication thereof 


Non-attendance in obedience to an order from public 
servant 


Non-appearance in response to a proclamation under 
section 82 of BNSS of 2023 


Omission to produce document to public servant by 
person legally bound to produce it 


Omission to give notice or information to public 
servant by person legally bound to give it 


Furnishing false information 


Refusing oath or affirmation when duly required by 
public servant to make it 


Refusing to answer public servant authorised to 
question 


Refusing to sign statement 


False statement on oath or affirmation to public 
servant or person authorised to administer an oath or 
affirmation 


False information, with intent to cause public servant 
to use his lawful power to the injury of another person 


S. 


. 166 

. 166A 
. 166B 
. 167 

. 168* 


. 169 


170* 


cola 


pel 


ys" 


.174* 


. 174A* 


lS 


2 LG 


a dla 


2 LS 


LYS 


. 180* 


.181 


182* 


Clause A : F Relevant section 


Clause 216 Resistance to the taking of property by the lawful S. 183* 
authority of a public servant 


Clause 217 Obstructing sale of property offered for sale by S. 184* 
authority of public servant 


Clause 218 Illegal purchase or bid for property offered for sale by | S.185 
authority of public servant 


Clause 219 Obstructing public servant in discharge of public S. 186* 
functions 
Clause 220 Omission to assist public servant when bound by law S. 187* 


to give assistance 


Clause 221 Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public S. 188* 
servant 

Clause 222 Threat of injury to public servant S. 189 

Clause 223 Threat of injury to induce person to refrain from S.190 


applying for protection to public servant 


Clause 224 Attempt to commit suicide to compel or restraint : 
exercise of lawful power 


Chapter XIV 
Of False Evidence And Offences Against Public Justice 
Clause 225 Giving false evidence S.191 
Clause 226 Fabricating false evidence S.192 
Clause 227 Punishment for false evidence S. 193* 
Clause 228 Giving false evidence with intent to procure conviction | S. 194* 


of capital offence 


Clause 229 Giving false evidence to procure conviction S.195 
Clause 230 Threatening any person to give false evidence S.195A 
Clause 231 Using evidence known to be false S.196 
Clause 232 Issuing or signing false certificate S.197 
Clause 233 Using as true a certificate known to be false S.198 
Clause 234 False statement made in declaration which is by law S.199 


receivable as evidence 
Clause 235 Using as true such declaration knowing it to be false S. 200 


Clause 236 Causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or S. 201 
giving false information to screen offender 


xiii 


Clause 
in the Bill 


Clause 238 


Clause 240 


Title (and Chapter) in the Bill 


Relevant section 
in IPC (*) 


Giving false information respecting an offence S. 203 
committed 

False personation for purpose of act or proceeding in S.205 
suit or prosecution 


Clause 242 Fraudulent claim to property to prevent seizure S. 207 
Clause 243 Fraudulently suffering decree for sum not due S. 208 
Clause 244 Dishonestly making false claim in Court S. 209 
Clause 245 Fraudulently obtaining decree for sum not due S. 210 


Clause 247 Harbouring offender $2202 
Clause 248 Taking gift, etc. to screen offender S. 213 
Clause 249 Offering gift or restoration of property S.214 
Clause 250 Taking gift to help to recover stolen property, etc. S.215 


Clause 253 Disobeying direction of law to save person from S.217 
punishment or property from forfeiture 

Clause 254 Public servant framing incorrect record S.218 

Clause 255 Public servant in judicial proceeding corruptly making | S.219 
report, etc., contrary to law 

Clause 256 Commitment by person who knows that he is acting S. 220 
contrary to law 

Clause 257 Intentional omission to apprehend S.221 

Clause 258 Intentional omission to apprehend Se227Z 

Clause 259 Escape from confinement or custody negligently | S.223 
suffered by public servant 


Clause A F , Relevant section 
in the Bill Title (and Chapter) in the Bill in IPC (*) 


Clause 260 


Clause 261 


Clause 262 


Clause 263 


Clause 264 
Clause 265 
Clause 266 


Clause 267 


Of Offences Affecting The Public Health, Safety, Convenience, Decency And Morals 


Clause 268 


Clause 269 


Clause 270 


Clause 271 
Clause 272 
Clause 273 
Clause 274 
Clause 275 
Clause 276 
Clause 277 
Clause 278 
Clause 279 
Clause 280 
Clause 281 


Clause 282 


Resistance or obstruction by a person to his lawful 
apprehension 


Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension of 
another person 


Omission to apprehend, or sufferance of escape, on 
part of public servant 


Resistance or obstruction to lawful apprehension or 
escape or rescue 


Violation of condition of remission of punishment 
Intentional insult in judicial proceeding 
Personation of an assessor 


Failure by person released on bail or bond to appear in 
court 


Chapter XV 


Public nuisance 


Negligent act likely to spread infection of disease 
dangerous to life 


Malignant act likely to spread infection of disease 
dangerous to life 


Disobedience to quarantine rule 

Adulteration of food or drink intended for sale 
Sale of noxious food or drink 

Adulteration of drugs 

Sale of adulterated drugs 

Sale of drug as a different drug or preparation 
Fouling water of public spring or reservoir 
Making atmosphere noxious to health 

Rash driving or riding on a public way 

Rash navigation of vessel 


Exhibition of false light, mark or buoy 


Conveying person by water for hire in unsafe or 
overloaded vessel 


S. 224 


So2Z5 


S.225A 


S. 225B 


S.227 
S. 228* 
S. 229* 


S. 229A 


S. 268 
S. 269 


S. 270* 


Seeeyilis 
SE2UZs 
S. Ale" 
S.274* 
8 AS 
S. 276* 
Sn 20 
S. 278* 
S.279 
S. 280* 
S. 281* 


S. 282* 


Clause . : 7 Relevant section 


Clause 283 


Clause 284 


Clause 285 


Clause 286 
Clause 287 


Clause 288 


Clause 289 


Clause 290 


Clause 291 


Clause 292 
Clause 293 
Clause 294 


Clause 295 


Clause 296 
Clause 297 
Clause 298 
Clause 299 


Clause 300 


Clause 301 
Clause 302 
Clause 303 
Clause 304 


Clause 305 


Danger or obstruction in public way or line of 
navigation 


Negligent conduct with respect to poisonous 
substance 


Negligent conduct with respect to fire or combustible 
matter 


Negligent conduct with respect to explosive substance 
Negligent conduct with respect to machinery 


Negligent conduct with respect to pulling down, 
repairing or constructing buildings etc. 


Negligent conduct with respect to animal 


Punishment for public nuisance in cases not otherwise 
provided for 


Continuance of nuisance after injunction to 
discontinue 


Sale, etc., of obscene books, etc. 
Sale, etc., of obscene objects to child 
Obscene acts and songs 

Keeping lottery office 


Chapter XVI 
Of Offences relating to Religion 


Injuring or defiling place of worship 
Deliberate act to outage religious feelings 
Disturbing religious assembly 

Trespassing on burial places 

Uttering words etc. to wound religious feelings 


Chapter XVII 
Of Offences against Property 


Theft 
Snatching 
Theft in dwelling house 


Theft by clerk or servant 


Theft after preparing for causing death, hurt, restraint 


S. 283* 


S. 284* 


S. 285* 


S. 286* 
S. 287* 


S. 288* 


S. 289* 


S. 290* 


Sy Zag 


S, 292" 
S. 293* 
S.294* 


S. 294A* 


S.295 
S. 295A* 
S. 296 
Sa2ow 
S. 298 


S. 381 


S. 382 


Clause ‘ : , Relevant section 


Clause 306 


Clause 307 


Clause 308 


Clause 309 


Clause 310 


Clause 311 


Clause 312 


Clause 313 


Clause 314 


Clause 315 


Clause 316 


Clause 317 


Clause 318 


Clause 319 


Clause 320 


Clause 321 


Of extortion 
Extortion 
Of Robbery and Dacoity 
Robbery 
Dacoity 


Robbery or dacoity with attempt to cause grievous 
hurt 


Attempt to commit robbery or dacoity with deadly 
weapon 


Belonging to gang of robbers or thieves 
Of Criminal Misappropriation of Property 
Dishonest misappropriation 


Dishonest misappropriation of property possessed by 
deceased person 


Of Criminal Breach of Trust 
Criminal breach of trust 
Of the Receiving of Stolen Property 
Stolen property 
Of Cheating 


Cheating 


Cheating by personation 
Of Fraudulent Deeds and Dispositions of Property 


Dishonest removal of property to prevent 
distribution among creditors 


Dishonestly preventing debt being available for 
creditors 


Dishonest execution of sale deed 


Dishonest removal or concealment of property 


S. 383- S. 389* 


S. 390, 
S.392- S. 394 


S. 391, 

S. 395-S, 396, 
S. 399-S. 400, 
S. 402 

Sy weyie 

S. 398 

S. 401* 


S. 403* 


S. 404 


S. 405- S. 409* 


S. 410- S. 414 


S. 415, 
S. 417- S. 418, 
S. 420* 


S. 416, S. 419* 


S.421* 


S.422 


S. 423* 


S. 424* 


Clause 


Title (and Chapter) in the Bill 


Relevant section 


in the Bill in IPC (*) 
Of Mischief 
Clause 322 Mischief S. 425- S.427, 
S. 440* 
Clause 323 Mischief by killing or maiming animal S.428- S.429* 
Clause 324 Mischief by injury, tire, explosion etc S. 430- S. 436* 
Clause 325 Mischief with intent to destroy rail, aircraft etc S.437-S. 438 
Clause 326 Intentionally running vessel to commit theft etc S. 439 
Of criminal trespass 
Clause 327 Criminal trespass and house trespass S. 441-S.442 
S. 447-S. 448* 
Clause 328 Lurking house trespass and housebreaking S. 443, S. 445 
Clause 329 Punishment for lurking house trespass / S. 453- S. 460 
housebreaking 
Clause 330 House trespass to commit offence S. 449- S$. 451 
Clause 331 House trespass after preparation for assault etc. S. 452 
Clause 332 Dishonestly breaking receptacle S. 461- S. 462 
Chapter XVIII 
Of Offences Relating To Documents And To Property Marks 
Clause 333 Making a false document S. 464* 
Clause 334 Forgery S. 463, S. 465, 
S. 468- S. 469. 
Clause 335 Forgery of record of Court or of public register, etc. S. 466* 
Clause 336 Forgery of valuable security, will, etc. S. 467 
Clause 337 Having possession of document knowing it to be S. 474 
forged and intending to use it as genuine 
Clause 338 Forged document or electronic record and using it as S. 470-S. 471 
genuine 
Clause 339 Making or possessing counterfeit seal, etc., withintent | S.472-S.473* 
to commit forgery 
Clause 340 Counterfeiting device or mark used for authenticating | S.475-S.476 
documents 
Clause 341 Fraudulent cancellation, destruction, etc., of will, S.477 
authority to adopt, or valuable security 
Clause 342 Falsification of accounts S.477A 


Clause ‘ : F Relevant section 
in the Bill Title (and Chapter) in the Bill in IPC (*) 
Of Property Marks 
Clause 343 Property mark S. 479, S. 481, 
S. 482 
Clause 344 Tampering with property mark with intent to cause S. 489 
injury 
Clause 345 Counterfeiting a property mark S. 483, S. 484 
Clause 346 Making or possession of any instrument for S. 485 
counterfeiting a property mark 
Clause 347 Selling goods marked with a counterfeit property S. 486 
mark 
Clause 348 Making a false mark upon any receptacle containing S. 487- S. 488 
goods 
Chapter XIX 
Of Criminal Intimidation, Insult, Annoyance, Defamation etc 
Clause 349 Criminal intimidation S. 503, 
S. 506-S. 507* 
Clause 350 Intentional insult to provoke breach of peace S.504* 
Clause 351 Statement conducing to public mischief S.505* 
Clause 352 Act caused by inducing person to believe he will be | S.508 
rendered an object of divine displeasure 
Clause 353 Misconduct in public by drunken person S.510* 
Of Defamation 
Clause 354 Defamation S. 499- S. 502* 
Of breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless person 
Clause 355 Breach of contract to supply wants of helpless person S.491* 
Clause 356 Repeal and savings ae 


Note: 


The following provisions from the Indian Penal Code, 1860 have been deleted from the Bill: 


1. Section 14 ‘Servant of Government’ 


. Section 18 ‘India’ 


. Section 29A ‘Electronic record’ 


. Section 50 ‘Section’ 


. Section 124A Sedition 


. Section 153AA Punishment for knowingly carrying arms in any procession 


2 
3 
4 
5. Section 53A Construction of reference to transportation 
6 
7 
8 


. Section 254 Delivery of coin as genuine, which when first possessed, deliverer did not 
know to be altered 


9. Section 264 to 267 Offences relating to weights and measures 


10. 
id; 
12. 
13; 
14. 
15. 
16. 


Section 309 Attempt to commit suicide 

Section 310 to 311 Thug and Punishment for Thug 

Section 376DA & 376DB Gang rape on woman under the age of 16 and 12 respectively 
Section 377 Sexual intercourse against the order of nature 


Section 444 Lurking house trespass at night 


Section 446 Housebreaking at night 
Section 497 Adultery 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC Every clause has been annotated 
with corresponding IPC sections. 


Red = Changes within provisions Deleted IPC provisions are 
ex mentioned in the margin notes. 
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AS INTRODUCED IN LoK SABHA 


Bill No. 121 of 2023 


THE BHARATTYA NYAYA SANHITA, 2023 


A 


CHAPTER I 


PRELIMINARY 


Short title, 
commencement 


(2) shall come into force on such date a the Central Government may, by notification snd 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC Every clause has been annotated 
with corresponding IPC sections. 


Red = Changes within provisions Deleted IPC provisions are 
ae — Fresh additions mentioned in the margin notes. 
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(3) Every person shall be liable to punishment under this Sanhita and not otherwise for 
every act or omission contrary to the provisions thereof, of which he shall be guilty within 
India. 


(4) Any person liable, by any law for the time being in force in India, to be tried for an 
offence committed beyond India shall be dealt with according to the provisions of this 5 
Sanhita for any act committed beyond India in the same manner as if such act had been 
committed within India. 


(5) The provisions of this Sanhita apply also to any offence committed by— 
(a) any citizen of India in any place without and beyond India; 
(b) any person on any ship or aircraft registered in India wherever it may be; 10 


(c) any person in any place without and beyond India committing offence targeting 
a computer resource located in India. 


Explanation.—In this section the word “offence” includes every act committed outside 
India which, if committed in India, would be punishable under this Sanhita. 


Illustration. 15 


A, who is a citizen of India, commits a murder in any place without and beyond India, 
he can be tried and convicted of murder in any place in India in which he may be found. 


(6) Nothing in this Sanhita shall affect the provisions of any Act for punishing mutiny 
and desertion of officers, soldiers, sailors or airmen in the service of the Government of India 
or the provisions of any special or local law. 20 


Definitions. 2. In this Sanhita unless the context otherwise requires,— 
(1) “act” as well a series of acts as a single act; 
(2) “animal” means any living creature, other than a human being; 


(3) “counterfeit”. —A person is said to “counterfeit” who causes one _ thing to 
resemble another thing, intending by means of that resemblance to practice deception, 25 
or knowing it to be likely that deception will thereby be proctised. 


Explanation |.—It is not essential to counterfeiting that the imitation should be exact. 


Explanation 2——When a person causes one thing to resemble another thing, and the 
resemblance is such that a person might be deceived thereby, it shall be presumed, until the 
contrary is proved, that the person so causing the one thing to resemble the other thing 30 
intended by means of that resemblance to practise deception or knew it to be likely that 
deception would thereby be practised; 


(4) “Court” means a Judge who is empowered by law to act judicially alone, or a 
body of Judges, which is empowered by law to act judicially as a body, when such 
Judge or body of Judges is acting judicially; 35 


(5) “death” means the death of a human being unless the contrary appears from 
the context; 


(6) “dishonestly” means doing of an act with the intention of causing wrongful 
gain to one person or wrongful loss to another person; 


(7) “document” means any matter expressed or described upon any substance 40 
by means of letters, figures or marks, or by more than one of those means, intended to 
be used, or which may be used, as evidence of that matter. 


Explanation \.—It is immaterial by what means or upon what substance the letters, 
figures or marks are formed, or whether the evidence is intended for, or may be used in a 
Court or not. 45 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC Every clause has been annotated 
with corresponding IPC sections. 


Red = Changes within provisions Deleted IPC provisions are 
BNE — Fresh additions mentioned in the margin notes. 


3 
Illustrations. 

(a) A writing expressing the terms of a contract, which may be used as evidence 
of the contract, is a document. 

(b) A cheque upon a banker is a document. 

(0) A power-of-attorney is a document. 

(d) A Map or plan which is intended to be used or which may be used as 
evidence, is a document. 

(e) A writing containing directions or instructions is a document. 

Explanation 2.—Whatever is expressed by means of letters, figures or marks as 
explained by mercantile or other usage, shall be deemed to be expressed by such 
letters, figures or marks within the meaning of this section, although the same may not 
be actually expressed. 

Mllustration. 

A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange payable to his order. The 
‘meaning of the endorsement, as explained by mercantile usage, is that the bill is to be 
paid to the holder. The endorsement is a document, and shall be construed in the same 
‘manner as if the words “pay to the holder” or words to that effect had been written 
‘over the signature. 


(8) “fraudulently”.—A person is said to do a thing fraudulently if he does that 
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(9) “gender” —the pronoun “he” and its derivatives are used of any person, 


Explanation.— “transgender” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause 
40 of 2019. (k) of section 2 of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019; 
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llustration. 


A Magistrate exercising jurisdiction in respect of a charge on which he has 
power to sentence to fine or imprisonment, with or without appeal, is a Judge; 


(16) “life” means the life of a human being, unless the contrary appears from the 
context; 


(17) “local law” means a law applicable only to a particular part of India; 
(/8) “man” means male human being of any age; 


(19) “mental illness” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (a) of 


‘section 2 of the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017; 


(20) “month” and “year’’.—Wherever the word “month” or the word “year” is 
used, it is to be understood that the month or the year is to be reckoned according to 
the Gregorian calendar; 


(21) “movable property” includes property of every description, except land 
and things attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything which is attached 
to the earth; 


(22) “number”. —Unless the contrary appears from the context, words importing 
the singular number include the plural number, and words importing the plural number 
include the singular number; 


(23) “oath” includes a solemn affirmation substituted by law for an oath, and 
any declaration required or authorised by law to be made before a public servant or to 
be used for the purpose of proof, whether in a Court or not; 


(24) “offence”.—Except in the Chapters and sections mentioned in sub-clauses 
(a) and (b) the word “offence” means an act made punishable by this Sanhita, but— 


(a) in Chapter III and in the following sections, namely, sub-sections (2), 
(3), (4) and (5) of section 8, sections 10, 46, 47, 48, 51,53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 61, 113, 
114, 117, sub-sections (7) and (8) of section 125, 217, 224, 225, 234, 242, 244, 
245, 253, 254, 255, 256, 257, sub-sections (6) and (7) of section 306 and clause 
(b) of section 324, the word “offence” means a thing punishable under this 
Sanhita, or under any special law or local law; and 


(b) in sections 183, 205, 206, 232, 233, 243, 247 and 323 the word “offence” 
shall have the same meaning when the act punishable under the special law or 
local law is punishable under such law with imprisonment for a term of six months 
or more, whether with or without fine; 


(25) “omission” means sigle ommission as well as a series of omissions; 


(26) “person” includes any company or association or body of persons, whether 
incorporated or not; 


(27) “public” includes any class of the public or any community; 


(28) “public servant” means a person falling under any of the descriptions, 
namely: — 


(a) every commissioned officer in the Army, Navy or Air Force; 
(b) every Judge including any person empowered by law to discharge, 


whether by himself or as a member of any body of persons, any adjudicatory 
functions; 


(c) every officer including a liquidator, receiver or commissioner whose 
duty it is, as such officer, to investigate or report on any matter of law or fact, or 
to make, authenticate, or keep any document, or to take charge or dispose of any 
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property, or to execute any judicial process, or to administer any oath, or to 
interpret, or to preserve order in the Court, and every person specially authorised 
to perform any of such duties; 


(d) every assessor or member of a panchayat assisting a Court or public 
servant; 


(e) every arbitrator or other person to whom any cause or matter has been 
referred for decision or report by any Court, or by any other competent public 
authority; 


(f) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is empowered 
to place or keep any person in confinement; 


(g) every officer of the Government whose duty it is, as such officer, to 
prevent offences, to give information of offences, to bring offenders to justice, 
or to protect the public health, safety or convenience; 


(h) every officer whose duty it is as such officer, to take, receive, keep or 
expend any property on behalf of the Government, or to make any survey, 
assessment or contract on behalf of the Government, or to execute any revenue- 
process, or to investigate, or to report, on any matter affecting the pecuniary 
interests of the Government, or to make, authenticate or keep any document 
relating to the pecuniary interests of the Government, or to prevent the infraction 
of any law for the protection of the pecuniary interests of the Government; 


(i) every officer whose duty it is, as such officer, to take, receive, keep or 
expend any property, to make any survey or assessment or to levy any rate or tax 
for any secular common purpose of any village, town or district, or to make, 
authenticate or keep any document for the ascertaining of the rights of the 
people of any village, town or district; 


(j) every person who holds any office by virtue of which he is empowered 
to prepare, publish, maintain or revise an electoral roll or to conduct an election 
or part of an election; 


(k) every person— 


(i) in the service or pay of the Government or remunerated by fees or 
commission for the performance of any public duty by the Government; 


(ii) in the service or pay of a local authority as defined in clause (31) 
of section 3 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, a corporation established by 
or under a Central or!State Act or a Government company as defined in 
clause (45) of section 2 of the Companies Act, 2013. 


Explanation.— 


(a) persons falling under any of the descriptions made in this clause 
are public servants, whether appointed by the Government or not; 


(b) every person who is in actual possession of the situation of a 
public servant, whatever legal defect there may be in his right to hold that 
situation is a public servant; 


(c) “election” means an election for the purpose of selecting members 
of any legislative, municipal or other public authority, of whatever character, 
the method of election to which is by, or under any law for the time being 
in force. 


Illustration. 


A Municipal Commissioner is a public servant; 
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(29) “reason to believe”.—A person is said to have “reason to believe” a thing, 
if he has sufficient cause to believe that thing but not otherwise; 


(30) “special law” means a law applicable to a particular subject; 


(31) “valuable security” means a document which is, or purports to be, a 
document where by any legal right is created, extended, transferred, restricted, 
extinguished or released, or where by any person acknowledges that he lies under 
legal liability, or has not a certain legal right. 


Illustration. 


A writes his name on the back of a bill of exchange. As the effect of this 
endorsement is to transfer the right to the bill to any person who may become the 
lawful holder of it, the endorsement is a “valuable security”; 


(32) “vessel” means anything made for the conveyance by water of human 
beings or of property; 


(33) “voluntarily”A person is said to cause an effect “voluntarily” when he 
causes it by means whereby he intended to cause it, or by means which, at the time of 
employing those means, he knew or had reason to believe to be likely to cause it. 


Illustration. 


A sets fire, by night, to an inhabited house in a large town, for the purpose of 
facilitating a robbery and thus causes the death of a person. Here, A may not have 
intended to cause death; and may even be sorry that death has been caused by his act; 
yet, if he knew that he was likely to cause death, he has caused death voluntarily; 


(34) “will” means any testamentary document; 
(35) “woman” means a female human being of any age; 


(36) “wrongful gain” means gain by unlawful means of property to which the 
person gaining is not legally entitled; 


(37) “wrongful loss” means the loss by unlawful means of property to which the 
person losing it is legally entitled; 


(38) “gaining wrongfully”, “losing wrongfully”.—A person is said to gain 
wrongfully when such person retains wrongfully, as well as when such person acquires 
wrongfully. A person is said to lose wrongfully when such person is wrongfully kept out 
of any property, as well as when such person is wrongfully deprived of property; and 


(39) words and expressions used but not defined in this Sanhita but defined in 
the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 
2023 and shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in that Act Sanhita. 


3. (1) Throughout this Sanhita every definition of an offence, every penal provision, 


and every Illustration of every such definition or penal provision, shall be understood 
subject to the exceptions contained in the Chapter entitled “General Exceptions”, though 


those exceptions are not repeated in such definition, penal provision, or Illustration. 


Illustrations. 


(a) The sections, in this Sanhita which contain definitions of offences, do not 
express that a child under seven years of age cannot commit such offences; but the 
definitions are to be understood subject to the general exception which provides that 
nothing shall be an offence which is done by a child under seven years of age. 


(b) A, a police-officer, without warrant, apprehends Z, who has committed murder. 
Here A is not guilty of the offence of wrongful confinement; for he was bound by law 
to apprehend Z, and therefore the case falls within the general exception which provides 
that “nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is bound by law to do it”. 
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(2) Every expression which is explained in any Part of this Sanhita, is used in every Part 
of this Sanhita in conformity with the explanation. 


(3) When property is in the possession of a person’s spouse, clerk or servant, on 
account of that person, it is in that person’s possession within the meaning of this Sanhita. 


Explanation.—A person employed temporarily or on a particular occasion in the capacity 
of a clerk or servant, is a clerk or servant within the meaning of this sub-section. 


(4) In every Part of this Sanhita, except where a contrary intention appears from the 
context, words which refer to acts done extend also to illegal omissions. 


(5) When a criminal act is done by several persons in furtherance of the common 
intention of all, each of such persons is liable for that act in the same manner as if it were done 
by him alone. 


(6) Whenever an act, which is criminal only by reason of its being done with a criminal 
knowledge or intention, is done by several persons, each of such persons who joins in the 
act with such knowledge or intention is liable for the act in the same manner as if the act were 
done by him alone with that knowledge or intention. 


(7) Wherever the causing of a certain effect, or an attempt to cause that effect, by an 
act or by an omission, is an offence, it is to be understood that the causing of that effect 
partly by an act and partly by an omission is the same offence. 


Illustration. 


A intentionally causes Z’s death, partly by illegally omitting to give Z food, and partly 
by beating Z. A has committed murder. 


(8) When an offence is committed by means of several acts, whoever intentionally 
co-operates in the commission of that offence by doing any one of those acts, either singly 
or jointly with any other person, commits that offence. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Aand B agree to murder Z by severally and at different times giving him small doses 
of poison. A and B administer the poison according to the agreement with intent to murder Z. 
Z dies from the effects the several doses of poison so administered to him. Here A and B 
intentionally cooperate in the commission of murder and as each of them does an act by 
which the death is caused, they are both guilty of the offence though their acts are separate. 


(b) Aand B are joint jailors, and as such have the charge of Z, a prisoner, alternatively 
for six hours at a time. A and B, intending to cause Z’s death, knowingly co-operate in 
causing that effect by illegally omitting, each during the time of his attendance, to furnish Z 
with food supplied to them for that purpose. Z dies of hunger. Both A and B are guilty of the 
murder of Z. 


(c) A, a jailor, has the charge of Z, a prisoner. A, intending to cause Z’s death, illegally 
omits to supply Z with food; in consequence of which Z is much reduced in strength, but the 
starvation is not sufficient to cause his death. A is dismissed from his office, and B succeeds 
him. B, without collusion or co-operation with A, illegally omits to supply Z with food, 
knowing that he is likely thereby to cause Z’s death. Z dies of hunger. B is guilty of murder, 
but, as A did not co-operate with B. A is guilty only of an attempt to commit murder. 


(9) Where severalpersons are engaged or concerned in the commission of a criminal 
act, they may be guilty of different offences by means of that act. 


Illustration. 


A attacks Z under such circumstances of grave provocation that his killing of Z would 
be only culpable homicide not amounting to murder. B, having ill-will towards Z and intending 
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CHAPTER II 
OF PUNISHMENTS 5 
oy 4. The punishments to which offenders are liable under the provisions of this Samhita 
are— 
(@) Death; 
‘(b) Imprisonment for life, that is to say, imprisonment for remainder of a person's. 
‘natural life: ‘i 
(c) Imprisonment, which is of two descriptions, namely:— 
(J) Rigorous, that is, with hard labour; 
(2) Simple; 
(e) Fine; ie 
(f) Community Service. 
CCommitation’ ~———_‘S, In every case in which sentence of — S 
of sentence of 
GEaIED (a) death has been passed, the appropriate Government may, without the consent 
imprisonméit of the offender, commute the punishment for any other punishment provided by this 
for life. ‘Sanhita; 20 
‘Explanation.—For the purposes of this section expression appropriate Government” 
‘means,— 25 
(a) in cases where the sentence is a sentence of death or is for an offence against 
‘Central Government; and 
‘(b) in cases where the sentence (whether of death or not) is for an offence 
against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends, 30 
‘the Government of the State within which the offender is sentenced. 
Fractions of 6. In calculating fractions of terms of punishment, imprisonment for life shalll be reckoned 
tems of |___ as equivalent to imprisonment for twenty years unless otherwise provided. 
Sentence may 7. In every case in which an offender is punishable with imprisonment which may be of 
be (in certain cither description, it shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender to direct 35 
fase nent) in the sentence that such imprisonment shall be wholly rigorous, or that such imprisonment 
wholly or shall be wholly simple, or that any part of such imprisonment shall be rigorous and the rest 
or simple. ape. 
Amount of 8. (J) Where no sum is expressed to which a fine may extend, the amount of fine to 
Foe AaPiitY Which the offender is liable is unlimited, but shall not be excessive. “ 
‘payment of (2) In every case of an offence— 
(@ punishable with imprisonment as well as fine, in which the offender is 
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(b) punishable with imprisonment or fine, or with fine only, in which the offender 
is sentenced to a fine, it shall be competent to the Court which sentences such offender 
to direct by the sentence that, in default of payment of the fine, the offender shall 
suffer imprisonment for a certain term, in which imprisonment shall be in excess of any 
other imprisonment to which he may have been sentenced or to which he may be liable 
under a commutation of a sentence. 


(3)The term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned in default of 
payment of a fine shall not exceed one-fourth of the term of imprisonment which is the 
maximum fixed for the offence, if the offence be punishable with imprisonment as well as fine. 


(4) The imprisonment which the Court imposes in default of payment of a fine'or in 
default of community service may be of any description to which the offender might have 
been sentenced for the offence. 


(5) If the offence is punishable with fine or community service, the imprisonment 
which the Court imposes in default of payment of the fine or in default of community service 
shall be simple, and the term for which the Court directs the offender to be imprisoned, in 
default of payment of fine or in default of community service, shall not exceed for any term 
not exceeding,— 


(a) two months when the amount of the fine shall not exceed five thousand 
rupees; and 


(b) four months when the amount of the fine shall not exceed ten thousand 
rupees, and for any term not exceeding one year in any other case. 


(6) (a)The imprisonment which is imposed in default of payment of a fine shall terminate 
whenever that fine is either paid or levied by process of law; 


(b) If, before the expiration of the term of imprisonment fixed in default of payment, 
such a proportion of the fine be paid or levied that the term of imprisonment suffered in 
default of payment is not less than proportional to the part of the fine still unpaid, the 
imprisonment shall terminate. 


Illustration. 


A is sentenced to a fine of one thousand rupees and to four months’ imprisonment in 
default of payment. Here, if seven hundred and fifty rupees of the fine be paid or levied 
before the expiration of one month of the imprisonment, A will be discharged as soon as the 
first month has expired. If seven hundred and fifty rupees be paid or levied at the time of the 
expiration of the first month, or at any later time while A continues in imprisonment, A will be 
immediately discharged. If five hundred rupees of the fine be paid or levied before the 
expiration of two months of the imprisonment. A will be discharged as soon as the two 
months are completed. If five hundred rupees be paid or levied at the time of the expiration of 
those two months, or at any later time while A continues in imprisonment, A will be immediately 
discharged. 


(7) The fine, or any part thereof which remains unpaid, may be levied at any time within 
six years after the passing of the sentence, and if, under the sentence, the offender be liable 
to imprisonment for a longer period than six years, then at any time previous to the expiration 
of that period; and the death of the offender does not discharge from the liability any 
property which would, after his death, be legally liable for his debts. 


9. (1) Where anything which is an offence is made up of parts, any of which parts is 
itself an offence, the offender shall not be punished with the punishment of more than one of 
such his offences, unless it be so expressly provided. 


(2) (a) Where anything is an offence falling within two or more separate definitions of 
any law in force for the time being by which offences are defined or punished; or 


(b) Where several acts, of which one or more than one would by itself or themselves 
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constitute an offence, constitute, when combined, a different offence, 


the offender shall not be punished with a more severe punishment than the Court which tries 
him could award for any one of such offences. 


Illustrations. 

(a) A gives Z fifty strokes with a stick. Here A may have committed the offence of 5 
voluntarily causing hurt to Z by the whole beating, and also by each of the blows which 
make up the whole beating. If A were liable to punishment for every blow, he might be 
imprisoned for fifty years, one for each blow. But he is liable only to one punishment for the 
whole beating. 

(b) But, if, while Ais beating Z, Y interferes, and A intentionally strikes Y, here, as the 10 
blow given to Y is no part of the act whereby A voluntarily causes hurt to Z, Ais liable to one 
punishment for voluntarily causing hurt to Z, and to another for the blow given to Y. 

Punishment of 10. In all cases in which judgment is given that a person is guilty of one of several 
aa —_ offences specified in the judgment, but that it is doubtful of which of these offences he is 
eaveral guilty, the offender shall be punished for the offence for which the lowest punishment is 15 
offences, provided if the same punishment is not provided for all. 
judgment 
stating that it 
is doubtful of 
which. 
Solitary 11. Whenever any person is convicted of an offence for which under this Sanhita the 
confinement. — Court has power to sentence him to rigorous imprisonment, the Court may, by its sentence, 
order that the offender shall be kept in solitary confinement for any portion or portions of the 
imprisonment to which he is sentenced, not exceeding three months in the whole, according 20 
to the following scale, namely: — 
(a) a time not exceeding one month if the term of imprisonment shall not exceed 

six months; 

(b) atime not exceeding two months if the term of imprisonment shall exceed six 

months and shall not exceed one year; 25 

(c) a time not exceeding three months if the term of imprisonment shall exceed 
one year. 
Limit of 12. In executing a sentence of solitary confinement, such confinement shall in no case 
solitary exceed fourteen days at a time, with intervals between the periods of solitary confinement of 
confinement. ot Jess duration than such periods; and when the imprisonment awarded shall exceed three 30 
months, the solitary confinement shall not exceed seven days in any one month of the whole 
imprisonment awarded, with intervals between the periods of solitary confinement of not 
less duration than such periods. 
Enhanced 13. Whoever, having been convicted by a Court in India, of an offence punishable 
——~ under Chapters X or Chapter XVII of this Sanhita with imprisonment of either descriptionfor 35 
bl . . : 
offences after 4 term of three years or upwards, shall be guilty of any offence punishable under either of 
previous those Chapters with like imprisonment for the like term, shall be subject for every such 
conviction. subsequent offence to imprisonment for life, or to imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to ten years. 
CHAPTER III 40 
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS 
Act done by a 14. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who is, or who by reason of a 
person bound, mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith believes himself to be, 
or by mistake 3 
: bound by law to do it. 
of fact 
believing Illustrations. 45 


himself bound, 
by law. 


(a) A, a soldier, fires on a mob by the order of his superior officer, in conformity with the 
commands of the law. A has committed no offence. 
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(b) A, an officer of a Court, being ordered by that Court to arrest Y, and after due 
enquiry, believing Z to be Y, arrests Z. A has committed no offence. 


15. Nothing is an offence which is done by a Judge when acting judicially in the 
exercise of any power which is, or which in good faith he believes to be, given to him by law. 


16. Nothing which is done in pursuance of, or which is warranted by the judgment or 
order of, a Court; if done whilst such judgment or order remains in force, is an offence, 
notwithstanding the Court may have had no jurisdiction to pass such judgment or order, 
provided the person doing the act in good faith believes that the Court had such jurisdiction. 


17. Nothing is an offence which is done by any person who is justified by law, or who 
by reason of a mistake of fact and not by reason of a mistake of law in good faith, believes 
himself to be justified by law, in doing it. 


Illustration. 


A sees Z commit what appears to A to be a murder. A, in the exercise, to the best of his 
judgment exerted in good faith, of the power which the law gives to all persons of apprehending 
murderers in the fact, seizes Z, in order to bring Z before the proper authorities. A has 
committed no offence, though it may turn out that Z was acting in self-defence. 


18. Nothing is an offence which is done by accident or misfortune, and without any 
criminal intention or knowledge in the doing of a lawful act in a lawful manner by lawful 
means and with proper care and caution. 


Illustration. 


Ais at work with a hatchet; the head flies off and kills a man who is standing by. Here, 
if there was no want of proper caution on the part of A, his act is excusable and not an 
offence. 


19. Nothing is an offence merely by reason of its being done with the knowledge that 
it is likely to cause harm, if it be done without any criminal intention to cause harm, and in 
good faith for the purpose of preventing or avoiding other harm to person or property. 


Explanation. —It is a question of fact in such a case whether the harm to be prevented 
or avoided was of such a nature and so imminent as to justify or excuse the risk of doing the 
act with the knowledge that it was likely to cause harm. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, the captain of a vessel, suddenly, and without any fault or negligence on his 
part, finds himself in such a position that, before he can stop his vessel, he must inevitably 
run down a boat B, with twenty or thirty passengers on board, unless he changes the course 
of his vessel, and that, by changing his course, he must incur risk of running down a boat C 
with only two passengers on board, which he may possibly clear. Here, if A alters his course 
without any intention to run down the boat C and in good faith for the purpose of avoiding 
the danger to the passengers in the boat B, he is not guilty of an offence, though he may run 
down the boat C by doing an act which he knew was likely to cause that effect, if it be found 
as a matter of fact that the danger which he intended to avoid was such as to excuse him in 
incurring the risk of running down the boat C. 


(b) A, in a great fire, pulls down houses in order to prevent the conflagration from 
spreading. He does this with the intention in good faith of saving human life or property. 
Here, if it be found that the harm to be prevented was of such a nature and so imminent as to 
excuse A’s act, A is not guilty of the offence. 
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20. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child under seven years of age. 


21. Nothing is an offence which is done by a child above seven years of age and under 
twelve, who has not attained sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of the nature and 


sud undet consequences of his conduct on that occasion. 
twelve of 
immature 
understanding. 
Act of a 22. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time of doing it, by 5 
person of reason of mental illness, is incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing 
mental illness. hat is either wrong or contrary to law. 
Act of a person 23. Nothing is an offence which is done by a person who, at the time of doing it, is, by 
incapable of reason of intoxication, incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is 
judgment by ; 5 =eaae : 5 a 
aaah either wrong, or contrary to law; unless that the thing which intoxicated him was administered 10 
intoxication | to him without his knowledge or against his will. 
caused against 
his will. 
Offence 24. In cases where an act done is not an offence unless done with a particular knowledge 
GG or intent, a person who does the act in a state of intoxication shall be liable to be dealt with 
tee ae as if he had the same knowledge as he would have had if he had not been intoxicated, unless 
knowledge the thing which intoxicated him was administered to him without his knowledge or against 15 
committed by his will. 
one who is 
intoxicated. 
Act not 25. Nothing which is not intended to cause death, or grievous hurt, and which is not 
———— — known by the doer to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt, is an offence by reason of any 
no nown to . . . o 
be likely: 10 harm which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause, to any person, above eighteen 
cause death or years of age, who has given consent, whether express or implied, to suffer that harm; or by 20 
grievous hurt, reason of any harm which it may be known by the doer to be likely to cause to any such 
done - person who has consented to take the risk of that harm. 
consent. 
Illustration. 
A and Z agree to fence with each other for amusement. This agreement implies the 
consent of each to suffer any harm which, in the course of such fencing, may be caused 25 
without foul play; and if A, while playing fairly, hurts Z, A commits no offence. 
Act not 26. Nothing, which is not intended to cause death, is an offence by reason of any harm 
intended to which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause, or be known by the doer to be likely 
— to cause, to any person for whose benefit it is done in good faith, and who has given a 
SRR consent, whether express or implied, to suffer that harm, or to take the risk of that harm. 30 
ued tanihtes Illustration 
person's : 
benefit. A, asurgeon, knowing that a particular operation is likely to cause the death of Z, who 
suffers under the painful complaint, but not intending to cause Z’s death, and intending, in 
good faith, Z’s benefit, performs that operation on Z, with Z’s consent. A has committed no 
offence. 35 
Act done in 27. Nothing which is done in good faith for the benefit of a person under twelve years 
4 i age, or of person with mental illness, by or by consent, either express or implied, of the 
emir guardian or other person having lawful charge of that person, is an offence by reason of any 
person with harm which it may cause, or be intended by the doer to cause or be known by the doer to be 
mental illness, Jikely to cause to that person: 40 
by or by . ‘ 7 
consent of Provided that this exception shall not extend to— 
guardian. 


(a) the intentional causing of death, or to the attempting to cause death; 


(b) the doing of anything which the person doing it knows to be likely to cause 
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death, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or grievous hurt, or the 
curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


(c) the voluntary causing of grievous hurt, or to the attempting to cause grievous 
hurt, unless it be for the purpose of preventing death or grievous hurt, or the curing of 
any grievous disease or infirmity; 


(d) the abetment of any offence, to the committing of which offence it would not 
extend. 


Illustration. 


A, in good faith, for his child’s benefit without his child’s consent, has his child cut for 
the stone by a surgeon knowing it to be likely that the operation will cause the child’s death, 
but not intending to cause the child’s death. A is within the exception, in as much as his 
object was the cure of the child. 


28. A consent is not such a consent as is intended by any section of this Sanhita,— 


(a) if the consent is given by a person under fear of injury, or under a misconception 
of fact, and if the person doing the act knows, or has reason to believe, that the 
consent was given in consequence of such fear or misconception; or 


(b) if the consent is given by a person who, from mental illness, or intoxication, 
is unable to understand the nature and consequence of that to which he gives his 
consent; or 


(c) unless the contrary appears from the context, if the consent is given by a 
person who is under twelve years of age. 


29. The exceptions in sections 21, 22 and 23 do not extend to acts which are offences 
independently of any harm which they may cause, or be intended to cause, or be known to 
be likely to cause, to the person giving the consent, or on whose behalf the consent is given. 


Illustration. 


Causing miscarriage (unless caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of 
the woman) is offence independently of any harm which it may cause or be intended to cause 
to the woman. Therefore, it is not an offence “by reason of such harm’; and the consent of 
the woman or of her guardian to the causing of such miscarriage does not justify the act. 


30. Nothing is an offence by reason of any harm which it may cause to a person for 
whose benefit it is done in good faith, even without that person’s consent, if the circumstances 
are such that it is impossible for that person to signify consent, or if that person is incapable 
of giving consent, and has no guardian or other person in lawful charge of him from whom it 
is possible to obtain consent in time for the thing to be done with benefit: 


Provided that exception shall not extend to— 
(a) the intentional causing of death, or the attempting to cause death; 


(b) the doing of anything which the person doing it knows to be likely to cause 
death, for any purpose other than the preventing of death or grievous hurt, or the 
curing of any grievous disease or infirmity; 


(c) the voluntary causing of hurt, or to the attempting to cause hurt, for any 
purpose other than the preventing of death or hurt; 


(d) the abetment of any offence, to the committing of which offence it would not 
extend. 


Illustrations. 


(1) Zis thrown from his horse, and is insensible. A, a surgeon, finds that Z requires to 
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be trepanned. A, not intending Z’s death, but in good faith, for Z’s benefit, performs the 
trepan before Z recovers his power of judging for himself. A has committed no offence. 


(2) Zis carried off by a tiger. A fires at the tiger knowing it to be likely that the shot may 
kill Z, but not intending to kill Z, and in good faith intending Z’s benefit. A’s bullet gives Z a 
mortal wound. A has committed no offence. 


(3) A, a surgeon, sees a child suffer an accident which is likely to prove fatal unless an 
operation be immediately performed. There is no time to apply to the child’s guardian. A 
performs the operation in spite of the entreaties of the child, intending, in good faith, the 
child’s benefit. A has committed no offence. 


(4) Ais in a house which is on fire, with Z, a child. People below hold out a blanket. A 
drops the child from the house top, knowing it to be likely that the fall may kill the child, but 
not intending to kill the child, and intending, in good faith, the child’s benefit. Here, even if 
the child is killed by the fall, A has committed no offence. 


Explanation.—Merte pecuniary benefit is not benefit within the meaning of sections 
21, 22 and 23. 


31. No communication made in good faith is an offence by reason of any harm to the 
person to whom it is made, if it is made for the benefit of that person. 


Illustration. 


A, a surgeon, in good faith, communicates to a patient his opinion that he cannot live. 
The patient dies in consequence of the shock. A has committed no offence, though he knew 
it to be likely that the communication might cause the patient’s death. 


32. Except murder, and offences against the State punishable with death, nothing is an 
offence which is done by a person who is compelled to do it by threats, which, at the time of 
doing it, reasonably cause the apprehension that instant death to that person will otherwise 
be the consequence: 


Provided the person doing the act did not of his own accord, or from a reasonable 
apprehension of harm to himself short of instant death, place himself in the situation by 
which he became subject to such constraint. 


Explanation 1.—A person who, of his own accord, or by reason of a threat of being 
beaten, joins a gang of dacoits, knowing their character, is not entitled to the benefit of this 
exception, on the ground of his having been compelled by his associates to do anything that 
is an offence by law. 


Explanation 2.—A person seized by a gang of dacoits, and forced, by threat of instant 
death, to do a thing which is an offence by law; for example, a smith compelled to take his 
tools and to force the door of a house for the dacoits to enter and plunder it, is entitled to the 
benefit of this exception. 


33. Nothing is an offence by reason that it causes, or that it is intended to cause, or 
that it is known to be likely to cause, any harm, if that harm is so slight that no person of 
ordinary sense and temper would complain of such harm. 


Of the right of private defence 


34. Nothing is an offence which is done in the exercise of the right of private defence. 


35. Every person has a right, subject to the restrictions contained in section 37, to 
defend— 


(a) his own body, and the body of any other person, against any offence affecting 
the human body; 


(b) the property, whether movable or immovable, of himself or of any other 
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person, against any act which is an offence falling under the definition of theft, robbery, 
mischief or criminal trespass, or which is an attempt to commit theft, robbery, mischief 
or criminal trespass. 


36. When an act, which would otherwise be a certain offence, is not that offence, by 
reason of the youth, the want of maturity of understanding, the mental illness or the intoxication 
of the person doing that act, or by reason of any misconception on the part of that person, 
every person has the same right of private defence against that act which he would have if 
the act were that offence. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Z, under the influence of mental illness, attempts to kill A; Z is guilty of no offence. 
But A has the same right of private defence which he would have if Z were sane. 


(b) A enters by night a house which he is legally entitled to enter. Z, in good faith, 
taking A for a house-breaker, attacks A. Here Z, by attacking A under this misconception, 
commits no offence. But A has the same right of private defence against Z, which he would 
have if Z were not acting under that misconception. 


37. (1) There is no right of private defence,— 


(a) against an act which does not reasonably cause the apprehension of death 
or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to be done, by a public servant acting in good 
faith under colour of his office, though that act, may not be strictly justifiable by law; 


(b) against an act which does not reasonably cause the apprehension of death 
or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted to be done, by the direction of a public 
servant acting in good faith under colour of his office, though that direction may not 
be strictly justifiable by law; 


(c) in cases in which there is time to have recourse to the protection of the public 
authorities. 


(2) The right of private defence in no case extends to the inflicting of more harm than 
it is necessary to inflict for the purpose of defence. 


Explanation 1.—A person is not deprived of the right of private defence against an act 
done, or attempted to be done, by a public servant, as such, unless he knows or has reason 
to believe, that the person doing the act is such public servant. 


Explanation 2.—A person is not deprived of the right of private defence against an act 
done, or attempted to be done, by the direction of a public servant, unless he knows, or has 
reason to believe, that the person doing the act is acting by such direction, or unless such 
person states the authority under which he acts, or if he has authority in writing, unless he 
produces such authority, if demanded. 


38. The right of private defence of the body extends, under the restrictions specified in 
section 37, to the voluntary causing of death or of any other harm to the assailant, if the 
offence which occasions the exercise of the right be of any of the descriptions hereinafter 
enumerated, namely:— 


(a) such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that death will 
otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


(b) such an assault as may reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous 
hurt will otherwise be the consequence of such assault; 


(c) an assault with the intention of committing rape; 
(d) an assault with the intention of gratifying unnatural lust; 


(e) an assault with the intention of kidnapping or abducting; 
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(f) an assault with the intention of wrongfully confining a person, under 
circumstances which may reasonably cause him to apprehend that he will be unable to 
have recourse to the public authorities for his release; 


(g) an act of throwing or administering acid or an attempt to throw or administer 
acid which may reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous hurt will otherwise 
be the consequence of such act. 


39. If the offence be not of any of the descriptions specfied in section 38, the right of 
private defence of the body does not extend to the voluntary causing of death to the 
assailant, but does extend, under the restrictions specified in section 37, to the voluntary 
causing to the assailant of any harm other than death. 


40. The right of private defence of the body commences as soon as a reasonable 
apprehension of danger to the body arises from an attempt or threat to commit the offence 
though the offence may not have been committed; and it continues as long as such 
apprehension of danger to the body continues. 


41. The right of private defence of property extends, under the restrictions specified in 
section 37, to the voluntary causing of death or of any other harm to the wrong-doer, if the 
offence, the committing of which, or the attempting to commit which, occasions the exercise 
of the right, be an offence of any of the descriptions hereinafter enumerated, namely:— 


(a) robbery; 
(b) house-breaking after sun set and before sun rise; 


(c) mischief by fire or any explosive substance committed on any building, tent 
or vessel, which building, tent or vessel is used as a human dwelling, or as a place for 
the custody of property; 


(d) theft, mischief, or house-trespass, under such circumstances as may 
reasonably cause apprehension that death or grievous hurt will be the consequence, 
if such right of private defence is not exercised. 


42. If the offence, the committing of which, or the attempting to commit which occasions 
the exercise of the right of private defence, be theft, mischief, or criminal trespass, not of any 
of the descriptions specified in section 41, that right does not extend to the voluntary 
causing of death, but does extend, subject to the restrictions specified in section 37, to the 
voluntary causing to the wrong-doer of any harm other than death. 


43. The right of private defence of property,— 


(a) commences when a reasonable apprehension of danger to the property 
commences; 


(b) against theft continues till the offender has effected his retreat with the 
property or either the assistance of the public authorities is obtained, or the property 
has been recovered; 


(c) against robbery continues as long as the offender causes or attempts to 
cause to any person death or hurt or wrongful restraint or as long as the fear of instant 
death or of instant hurt or of instant personal restraint continues; 


(d) against criminal trespass or mischief continues as long as the offender 
continues in the commission of criminal trespass or mischief; 

(e) against house-breaking after sunset and before sun rise continues as long as 
the house-trespass which has been begun by such house-breaking continues. 


44, If in the exercise of the right of private defence against an assault which reasonably 
causes the apprehension of death, the defender be so situated that he cannot effectually 
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(a) instigates any person to do that thing; or 
(b) engages with one or more other person or persons in any conspiracy for the 
doing of that thing, if an act or illegal omission takes place in pursuance of that 
1s conspiracy, and in order to the doing of that thing; or 
(0) imtentionally aids, by any act or illegal omission, the doing of that thing. 

Explanation 1.—A person who, by wilful misrepresentation, or by wilful concealment 
‘of a material fact which he is bound to disclose, voluntarily causes or procures, or attempts 
to cause or procure, a thing to be done, is said to instigate the doing of that thing. 
5 Mlustration, 

‘A, apublic officer, is authorised by a warrant from a Court to apprehend Z. B, knowing 
that fact and also that C is not Z, wilfully represents to A that Cis Z, and thereby intentionally 
‘causes A to apprehend C. Here B abets by instigation the apprehension of C. 

Explanation 2. —Whoever, either prior to or at the time of the commission of an act, 
25 does anything in order to facilitate the commission of that act, and thereby facilitates the 
‘commission thereof, is said to aid the doing of that act, 

46, A person abets an offence, who abets either the commission of an offence, or the Abettor. 
‘commission of an act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by law of 
‘committing an offence with the same intention or knowledge as that of the abettor. 
30 Explanation 1, ~The abetment of the illegal omission of an act may amount to an 
offence although the abettor may not himself be bound to do that act. 

Explanation 2. —To constitute the offence of abetment itis not necessary that the act 
“abetted should be committed, or thatthe effect requisite to constitute the offence should be 
caused. 
és Mlustrations. 

(a) A instigates B to murder C. B refuses to do so. A is guilty of abetting B to commit 
‘murder 

(D) A instigates B to murder D. B in pursuance of the instigation stabs D. D recovers 
from the wound. Ais guilty of instigating B to commit murder. 

40 Explanation 3.—It is not necessary that the person abetted should be capable by law 
‘of committing an offence, or that he should have the same guilty intention or knowledge as 
that of the abettor, or any guilty intention or knowledge. 
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18 
Illustrations. 


(a) A, with a guilty intention, abets a child or a person with mental illness to commit an 
act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by law of committing an 
offence, and having the same intention as A. Here A, whether the act be committed or not, is 
guilty of abetting an offence. 


(b) A, with the intention of murdering Z, instigates B, a child under seven years of age, 
to do an act which causes Z’s death. B, in consequence of the abetment, does the act in the 
absence of A and thereby causes Z’s death. Here, though B was not capable by law of 
committing an offence, A is liable to be punished in the same manner as if B had been capable 
by law of committing an offence, and had committed murder, and he is therefore subject to 
the punishment of death. 


(c) A instigates B to set fire to a dwelling-house. B, in consequence of his mental 
illness, being incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is wrong or 
contrary to law, sets fire to the house in consequence of A’s instigation. B has committed no 
offence, but A is guilty of abetting the offence of setting fire to a dwelling-house, and is liable 
to the punishment provided for that offence. 


(d) A, intending to cause a theft to be committed, instigates B to take property belonging 
to Z out of Z’s possession. A induces B to believe that the property belongs to A. B takes the 
property out of Z’s possession, in good faith, believing it to be A’s property. B, acting under 
this misconception, does not take dishonestly, and therefore does not commit theft. But A is 
guilty of abetting theft, and is liable to the same punishment as if B had committed theft. 


Explanation 4. —The abetment of an offence being an offence, the abetment of such 
an abetment is also an offence. 


Illustration. 


A instigates B to instigate C to murder Z. B accordingly instigates C to murder Z, and 
C commits that offence in consequence of B’s instigation. B is liable to be punished for his 
offence with the punishment for murder; and, as A instigated B to commit the offence, A is 
also liable to the same punishment. 


Explanation 5. —It is not necessary to the commission of the offence of abetment by 
conspiracy that the abettor should concert the offence with the person who commits it. It is 
sufficient if he engages in the conspiracy in pursuance of which the offence is committed. 


Illustration. 


Aconcerts with B a plan for poisoning Z. It is agreed that A shall administer the poison. 
B then explains the plan to C mentioning that a third person is to administer the poison, but 
without mentioning A’s name. C agrees to procure the poison, and procures and delivers it to 
B for the purpose of its being used in the manner explained. A administers the poison; Z dies 
in consequence. Here, though A and C have not conspired together, yet C has been engaged 
in the conspiracy in pursuance of which Z has been murdered. C has therefore committed the 
offence defined in this section and is liable to the punishment for murder. 


47. A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Sanhita who, in India, abets 
the commission of any act without and beyond India which would constitute an offence if 
committed in India. 


Illustration. 


A, in India, instigates B, a foreigner in country X, to commit a murder in that country, 
Ais guilty of abetting murder. 


7 48. A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Sanhita who, without and 
beyond India, abets the commission of any act in India which would constitute an offence if 
‘committed in India. 
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Illustration. 
A, in country X, instigates B, to commit a murder in India, A is guilty of abetting murder. 


49. Whoever abets any offence shall, if the act abetted is committed in consequence of 
the abetment, and no express provision is made by this Sanhita for the punishment of such 
abetment, be punished with the punishment provided for the offence. 


Explanation. —An act or offence is said to be committed in consequence of abetment, 
when it is committed in consequence of the instigation, or in pursuance of the conspiracy, or 
with the aid which constitutes the abetment. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to give false evidence. B, in consequence of the instigation, commits 
that offence. A is guilty of abetting that offence, and is liable to the same punishment as B. 


(b) A and B conspire to poison Z. A, in pursuance of the conspiracy, procures the 
poison and delivers it to B in order that he may administer it to Z. B, in pursuance of the 
conspiracy, administers the poison to Z in A’s absence and thereby causes Z’s death. Here 
B is guilty of murder. A is guilty of abetting that offence by conspiracy, and is liable to the 
punishment for murder. 


50. Whoever abets the commission of an offence shall, if the person abetted does the 
act with a different intention or knowledge from that of the abettor, be punished with the 
punishment provided for the offence which would have been committed if the act had been 
done with the intention or knowledge of the abettor and with no other. 


51.When an act is abetted and a different act is done, the abettor is liable for the act 
done, in the same manner and to the same extent as if he had directly abetted it: 


Provided that the act done was a probable consequence of the abetment, and was 
committed under the influence of the instigation, or with the aid or in pursuance of the 
conspiracy which constituted the abetment. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates a child to put poison into the food of Z, and gives him poison for that 
purpose. The child, in consequence of the instigation, by mistake puts the poison into the 
food of Y, which is by the side of that of Z. Here, if the child was acting under the influence 
of A’s instigation, and the act done was under the circumstances a probable consequence of 
the abetment, A is liable in the same manner and to the same extent as if he had instigated the 
child to put the poison into the food of Y. 


(b) A instigates B to burn Z’s house, B sets fire to the house and at the same time 
commits theft of property there. A, though guilty of abetting the burning of the house, is not 
guilty of abetting the theft; for the theft was a distinct act, and not a probable consequence 
of the burning. 


(c) A instigates B and C to break into an inhabited house at midnight for the purpose of 
robbery, and provides them with arms for that purpose. B and C break into the house, and 
being resisted by Z, one of the inmates, murder Z. Here, if that murder was the probable 
consequence of the abetment, A is liable to the punishment provided for murder. 


52. If the act for which the abettor is liable under section 51 is committed in addition to 
the act abetted, and constitute a distinct offence, the abettor is liable to punishment for each 
of the offences. 
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Illustration. 


A instigates B to resist by force a distress made by a public servant. B, in consequence, 
resists that distress. In offering the resistance, B voluntarily causes grievous hurt to the 
officer executing the distress. As B has committed both the offence of resisting the distress, 
and the offence of voluntarily causing grievous hurt, B is liable to punishment for both these 


5 
offences; and, if A knew that B was likely voluntarily to cause grievous hurt in resisting the 
distress, A will also be liable to punishment for each of the offences. 

Liability of 53. When an act is abetted with the intention on the part of the abettor of causing a 
abettor for particular effect, and an act for which the abettor is liable in consequence of the abetment, 
Ey asi — q causes a different effect from that intended by the abettor, the abettor is liable for the effect 10 
different from Caused, in the same manner and to the same extent as if he had abetted the act with the 
that intended intention of causing that effect, provided he knew that the act abetted was likely to cause 
by abettor. that effect. 

Illustration. 

A instigates B to cause grievous hurt to Z. B, in consequence of the instigation, 15 
causes grievous hurt to Z. Z dies in consequence. Here, if A knew that the grievous hurt 
abetted was likely to cause death, A is liable to be punished with the punishment provided 
for murder. 

Abettor 54.Whenever any person, who is absent would be liable to be punished as an abettor, 
—— when is present when the act or offence for which he would be punishable in consequence of the 0 
offence 18 . . . 

Somme abetment is committed, he shall be deemed to have committed such act or offence. 

Abetment of 55. (1)Whoever abets the commission of an offence punishable with death or 
A imprisonment for life, shall, if that offence be not committed in consequence of the abetment, 
eas aaa or and no express provision is made under this Sanhita for the punishment of such abetment, be 
imprisonment punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 25 
for life. years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

(2) If any act for which the abettor is liable in consequence of the abetment, and which 
causes hurt to any person, is done, the abettor shall be liable to imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

Illustration. 30 

A instigates B to murder Z. The offence is not committed. If B had murdered Z, he 
would have been subject to the punishment of death or imprisonment for life. Therefore A is 
liable to imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and also to a fine; and if 
any hurt be done to Z in consequence of the abetment, he will be liable to imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to fourteen years, and to fine. 35 

Abetment of 56. (/)Whoever abets an offence punishable with imprisonment shall, if that offence 

—F be not committed in consequence of the abetment, and no express provision is made by this 

Sih = Sanhita for the punishment of such abetment, be punished with imprisonment of any 

imprisonment, description provided for that offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the 
longest term provided for that offence; or with such fine as is provided for that offence, or 40 
with both. 

(2) If the abettor or the person abetted is a public servant, whose duty it is to prevent 
the commission of such offence, the abettor shall be punished with imprisonment of any 
description provided for that offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the longest 
term provided for that offence, or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 45 


Illustrations. 


(a) A instigates B to give false evidence. Here, if B does not give false evidence, A has 
nevertheless committed the offence defined in this section, and is punishable accordingly. 
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(b) A, a police-officer, whose duty it is to prevent robbery, abets the commission of 
robbery. Here, though the robbery be not committed, A is liable to one-half of the longest 
term of imprisonment provided for that offence, and also to fine. 


(c) B abets the commission of a robbery by A, a police-officer, whose duty it is to 
prevent that offence. Here, though the robbery be not committed, B is liable to one-half of the 
longest term of imprisonment provided for the offence of robbery, and also to fine. 


57. Whoever abets the commission of an offence by the public generally or by any 
number or class of persons exceeding ten, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to'seven years and with fine. 


Illustration. 


A affixes in a public place a placard instigating a sect consisting of more than ten 
members to meet at a certain time and place, for the purpose of attacking the members of an 
adverse sect, while engaged in a procession. A has committed the offence defined in this 
section. 


58. Whoever intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby 
facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life, 
voluntarily conceals by any act or illegal omission, or by the use of encryption or any other 
information hiding tool, the existence of a design to commit such offence or makes any 
representation which he knows to be false respecting such design shall,— 


(a) if that offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years; or 


(b) if the offence be not committed, with imprisonment of either description, for 
a term which may extend to three years, 


and shall also be liable to fine. 
Illustration. 


A, knowing that dacoity is about to be committed at B, falsely informs the Magistrate 
that a dacoity is about to be committed at C, a place in an opposite direction, and thereby 
misleads the Magistrate with intent to facilitate the commission of the offence. The dacoity 
is committed at B in pursuance of the design. A is punishable under this section. 


59. Whoever, being a public servant, intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby facilitate the commission of an offence which it is his duty as such public 
servant to prevent, voluntarily conceals, by any act or illegal omission or by the use of 
encryption or any other information hiding tool, the existence of a design to commit such 
offence, or makes any representation which he knows to be false respecting such design 
shall,— 


(a) if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of any description 
provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-half of the longest term of 
such imprisonment, or with such fine as is provided for that offence, or with both; or 


(b) if the offence be punishable with death or imprisonment for life, with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years; or 


(c) if the offence be not committed, shall be punished with imprisonment of any 
description provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of 
the longest term of such imprisonment or with such fine as is provided for the offence, 
or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, an officer of police, being legally bound to give information of all designs to commit 
robbery which may come to his knowledge, and knowing that B designs to commit robbery, 
omits to give such information, with intent to so facilitate the commission of that offence. 
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Here A has by an illegal omission concealed the existence of B’s design, and is liable to 
punishment according to the provision of this section. 


60. Whoever, intending to facilitate or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby 
facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with imprisonment, voluntarily conceals, 
by any act or illegal omission, the existence of a design to commit such offence, or makes any 
representation which he knows to be false respecting such design shall,— 


(a) if the offence be committed, be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to one-fourth; and 


(b) if the offence be not committed, to one-eighth, of the longest term of such 
imprisonment, or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or with both. 


Of Criminal conspiracy 
61. (/)When two or more persons agree to do, or cause to be done— 
(a) an illegal act; or 


(b) an act which is not illegal by illegal means, such an agreement is designated 
a criminal conspiracy: 


Provided that no agreement except an agreement to commit an offence shall amount to 
a criminal conspiracy unless some act besides the agreement is done by one or more parties 
to such agreement in pursuance thereof. 


Explanation.—It is immaterial whether the illegal act is the ultimate object of such 
agreement, or is merely incidental to that object. 


(2) Whoever is a party to a criminal conspiracy,— 


(a) to commit an offence punishable with death, imprisonment for life or rigorous 
imprisonment for a term of two years or upwards, shall, where no express provision is 
made in this Sanhita for the punishment of such a conspiracy, be punished in the same 
manner as if he had abetted such offence; 


(b) other than a criminal conspiracy to commit an offence punishable as aforesaid 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding six 
months, or with fine or with both. 


Of attempt 


62. Whoever attempts to commit an offence punishable by this Sanhita with 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment, or to cause such an offence to be committed, and in 
such attempt does any act towards the commission of the offence, shall, where no express 
provision is made by this Sanhita for the punishment of such attempt, be punished with 
imprisonment of any description provided for the offence, for a term which may extend to 
one-half of the imprisonment for life or, as the case may be, one-half of the longest term of 
imprisonment provided for that offence, or with such fine as is provided for the offence, or 
with both. 


Illustration. 


(a) Amakes an attempt to steal some jewels by breaking open a box, and finds after so 
opening the box, that there is no jewel in it. He has done an act towards the commission of 
theft, and therefore is guilty under this section. 


(b) Amakes an attempt to pick the pocket of Z by thrusting his hand into Z’s pocket. A 
fails in the attempt in consequence of Z’s having nothing in his pocket. A is guilty under this 
section. 
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CHAPTER V 
OF OFFENCES AGAINST WOMAN AND CHILDREN 


Of Sexual offences 
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(2) within the limits of the police station to which such police officer is 
appointed; or 


(ii) in the premises of any station house; or 


(iii) on a woman in such police officer’s custody or in the custody of a 
police officer subordinate to such police officer; or 


(b) being a public servant, commits rape on a woman in such public servant’s 
custody or in the custody of a public servant subordinate to such public servant; or 


(c) being a member of the armed forces deployed in an area by the Central 
Government or a State Government commits rape in such area; or 


(d) being on the management or on the staff of a jail, remand home or other place 
of custody established by or under any law for the time being in force or of a women’s 
or children’s institution, commits rape on any inmate of such jail, remand home, place 
or institution; or 


(e) being on the management or on the staff of a hospital, commits rape on a 
woman in that hospital; or 


(f) being a relative, guardian or teacher of, or a person in a position of trust or 
authority towards the woman, commits rape on such woman; or 


(g) commits rape during communal or sectarian violence; or 
(h) commits rape on a woman knowing her to be pregnant; or 
(i) commits rape, on a woman incapable of giving consent; or 


(/) being in a position of control or dominance over a woman, commits rape on 
such woman; or 


(k) commits rape on a woman suffering from mental illness or physical disability; or 


(DJ) while committing rape causes grievous bodily harm or maims or disfigures or 
endangers the life of a woman; or 


(m) commits rape repeatedly on the same woman, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten 
years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section,— 


(a) “armed forces” means the naval, army and air forces and includes any member 
of the Armed Forces constituted under any law for the time being in force, including 
the paramilitary forces and any auxiliary forces that are under the control of the Central 
Government or the State Government; 


(b) “hospital” means the precincts of the hospital and includes the precincts of 
any institution for the reception and treatment of persons during convalescence or of 
persons requiring medical attention or rehabilitation; 


(c) “police officer” shall have the same meaning as assigned to the expression 
“police” under the Police Act, 1861; 


(d) “women’s or children’s institution” means an institution, whether called an 
orphanage or a home for neglected women or children or a widow’s home or an 
institution called by any other name, which is established and maintained for the 
reception and care of women or children. 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


5 of 1861. 


are 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC 
Red = Changes within provisions 
Green = Fresh additions 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


Every clause has been annotated 


with corresponding IPC sections. 


Deleted 


25 


65. (1) Whoever, commits rape on a woman _ under sixteen years of age shall be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, 
but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and shall also be liable to fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and 
rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid to the 
victim. 


(2) Whoever, commits rape on a woman under twelve years of age shall be punished 
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that 
person’s natural life, and with fine or with death: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses and 
rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this section shall be paid to the victim. 


66. Whoever, commits an offence punishable under sub-section (/) or sub-section (2) 
of section 64 and in the course of such commission inflicts an injury which causes the death 
of the woman or causes the woman to be in a persistent vegetative state, shall be punished 
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty years, but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that 
person’s natural life, or with death. 


67. Whoever has sexual intercourse with his own wife, who is living separately, whether 
under a decree of separation or otherwise, without her consent, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than two years but 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of the acts mentioned 
in clauses (a) to (d) of section 63. 


68. Whoever, being— 
(a) in a position of authority or in a fiduciary relationship; or 
(b) a public servant; or 


(c) superintendent or manager of a jail, remand home or other place of custody 
established by or under any law for the time being in force, or a women’s or children’s 
institution; or 


(d) on the management of a hospital or being on the staff of a hospital, abuses 
such position or fiduciary relationship to induce or seduce any woman either in his 
custody or under his charge or present in the premises to have sexual intercourse with 
him, such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, 


shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not 
be less than five years, but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—In this section, “sexual intercourse” shall mean any of the acts 
mentioned in clauses (a) to (d) of section 63. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, Explanation 1 to section 63 shall 
also be applicable. 


Explanation 3. —“Superintendent’, in relation to a jail, remand home or other place of 
custody or a women’s or children’s institution, includes a person holding any other office in 
such jail, remand home, place or institution by virtue of which such person can exercise any 
authority or control over its inmates. 
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Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “recognised welfare institution 
or organisation” means a social welfare institution or organisation recognised in this behalf 
by the Central Government or State Government. 


(3) Whoever prints or publishes any matter in relation to any proceeding before a 
court with respect to an offence referred to in sub-section (/) without the previous permission 
of such court shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—The printing or publication of the judgment of any High Court or the 
Supreme Court does not amount to an offence within the meaning of this section. 


Of criminal force and assult against women 


73. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, intending to outrage or 
knowing it to be likely that he will there by outrage her modesty, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than one year but which 
may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


74. (J) Aman committing any of the following acts— 


(i) physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and explicit sexual 
overtures; or 


(ii) a demand or request for sexual favours; or 
(iii) showing pornography against the will of a woman; or 
(iv) making sexually coloured remarks, 

shall be guilty of the offence of sexual harassment. 


(2) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (2) or clause (ii) or clause (iii) 
of sub-section (/) shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (iv) of sub-section (/) shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, 
or with fine, or with both. 


75. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman or abets such act with the 
intention of disrobing or compelling her to be naked, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which shall not be less than three years but which may extend to 
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


76. Whoever watches, or captures the image of a woman engaging in a private act in 
circumstances where she would usually have the expectation of not being observed either 
by the perpetrator or by any other person at the behest of the perpetrator or disseminates 
such image shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which shall not be less than one year, but which may extend to three years, and shall 
also be liable to fine, and be punished on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which shall not be less than three years, but which may extend 
to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purpose of this section, “private act” includes an act of 
watching carried out in a place which, in the circumstances, would reasonably be expected to 
provide privacy and where the victim’s genitals, posterior or breasts are exposed or covered 
only in underwear; or the victim is using a lavatory; or the victim is doing a sexual act that is 
not of a kind ordinarily done in public. 


Explanation 2.—Where the victim consents to the capture of the images or any act, 
but not to their dissemination to third persons and where such image or act is disseminated, 
such dissemination shall be considered an offence under this section. 
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28 
Stallings 77. (2) Any man who— 
@ follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to contact such woman to foster 
personal interaction repeatedly despite a clear indication of disinterest by such woman; or 
Gi) monitors the use by a woman of the internet, e-mail or any other form of 
electronic communication, 5 
commits the offence of stalking: 
Provided that such conduct shall not amount to stalking if the man who pursued it 
proves that— 
@ it was pursued for the purpose of preventing or detecting crime and the man 
accused of stalking had been entrusted with the responsibility of prevention and 10 
detection of crime by the State; or 
Gi) it was pursued under any law or to comply with any condition or requirement 
‘imposed by any person under any law; or 
Gi) in the particular circumstances such conduct was reasonable and justified. 
(2) Whoever commits the offence of stalking shalll be punished on first conviction with _ 15 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also 
be liable to fine; and be punished on a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, and shalll also be liable to fine. 
Word, gesture 78. Whoever, intending to insult the modesty of any woman, utters any words, makes 
oF ae edto any Sound or gesture, or exhibits any object in any form, intending that such word or sound 20 
insult modesty Shall be heard, or that such gesture or object shall be seen, by such woman, or intrudes upon 
of woman, _ the privacy of such woman, shalll be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may, 
extend to three years, and also with fine. 
Of offences relating to marriage 
Dowry dent 79. (1) Where the death of a woman is caused by any burns or bodily injury or occurs 25 
otherwise than under normal circumstances within seven years of her marriage and it is 
shown that soon before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband 
or any relative of her husband for, or in connection with, any demand for dowry, such death 
shall be called “dowry death”, and such husband or relative shall be deemed to have caused 
her death. 30 
Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, “dowry” shall have the same 
‘meaning as in section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. 28 of 1961. 
(2) Whoever commits dowry death shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 
which shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life. 
pocmmceencael 80. Every man who by deceit causes any woman who is not lawfully married tohimto 35 
deceitfully _believe that she is lawfully married to him and to cohabit or have sexual intercourse with him 
inducing __in that belief, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
belief of lawful 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
‘marriage. 
Marrying 81. (1) Whoever, having a husband or wife living, marries in any case in which such 
feain during marriage is void by reason of its taking place during the life of such husband or wife, shall be _ 40 
husband or “Punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
wife. years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
Exception.—This sub-section does not extend to any person whose marriage with 
such husband or wife has been declared void by a Court of competent jurisdiction, nor to 
any person who contracts a marriage during the life of a former husband or wife, if such 45 
husband or wife, at the time of the subsequent marriage, shall have been continually absent 
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from such person for the space of seven years, and shall not have been heard of by such 
person as being alive within that time provided the person contracting such subsequent 
marriage shall, before such marriage takes place, inform the person with whom such marriage 
is contracted of the real state of facts so far as the same are within his or her knowledge. 


(2) Whoever commits the offence under sub-section (/) having concealed from the 
person with whom the subsequent marriage is contracted, the fact of the former marriage, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


82. Whoever, dishonestly or with a fraudulent intention, goes through the ceremony 
of being married, knowing that he is not thereby lawfully married, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


83. Whoever takes or entices away any woman who is and whom he knows or has 
reason to believe to be the wife of any other man, with intent that she may have illicit intercourse 
with any person, or conceals or detains with that intent any such woman, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 


84. Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, subjects 
such woman to cruelty shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section, “cruelty” means— 


(a) any wilful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to drive the woman 
to commit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger to life, limb or health (whether 
mental or physical) of the woman; or 


(b) harassment of the woman where such harassment is with a view to coercing 
her or any person related to her to meet any unlawful demand for any property or 
valuable security or is on account of failure by her or any person related to her to meet 
such demand. 


85. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any woman with intent that she may be compelled, or 
knowing it to be likely that she will be compelled, to marry any person against her will, or in 
order that she may be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, or knowing it to be likely that 
she will be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; 
and whoever, by means of criminal intimidation as defined in this Sanhita or of abuse of 
authority or any other method of compulsion, induces any woman to go from any place with 
intent that she may be, or knowing that it is likely that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit 
intercourse with another person shall also be punishable as aforesaid. 


Of the causing of miscarriage, etc. 


86. Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry, shall, if such miscarriage 
be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both; and, if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within the meaning of this section. 


87. Whoever commits the offence under section 86 without the consent of the woman, 
whether the woman is quick with child or not, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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88. (1) Whoever, with intent to cause the miscarriage of a woman with child, does any 
act which causes the death of such woman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


ee (2) Where the act referred to in sub-section (7) is done without the consent of the 
woman, shall be punishable either with imprisonment for life, or with the punishment'specified 5 
in said sub-section. 

Explanation.—It is not essential to this offence that the offender should know that 
the act is likely to cause death. 

Act done with 89. Whoever before the birth of any child does any act with the intention of thereby 

aaanasananlil preventing that child from being born alive or causing it to die after its birth, and does by 10 

prevent child : . z : : = : : 

being born such act prevent that child from being born alive, or causes it to die after its birth, shall, if 

alive or to such act be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the mother, be 

cause it to die — punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 

eee or with fine, or with both. 

Causing death 90. Whoever does any act under such circumstances, that if he thereby caused death 15 

Sige he would be guilty of culpable homicide, and does by such act cause the death of a quick 

unborn child : . eit . a oni : 

— unborn child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 

amounting to extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

culpable 

HOREKIES Illustration. 

A, knowing that he is likely to cause the death of a pregnant woman, does an act 49 
which, if it caused the death of the woman, would amount to culpable homicide. The woman 
is injured, but does not die; but the death of an unborn quick child with which she is 
pregnant is thereby caused. A is guilty of the offence defined in this section. 
Of offences against children 

Exposure and 91. Whoever being the father or mother of a child under the age of twelve years, or 25 

abandonment having the care of such child, shall expose or leave such child in any place with the intention 

of child under : ; 3 TEES ; j =e 

iwelvelyents) of wholly abandoning such child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 

by parent or — fora term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 

person having 7 . ‘ : : 

CERO Explanation.—This section is not intended to prevent the trial of the offender for 
murder or culpable homicide, as the case may be, if the child die in consequence of the 30 
exposure. 

Concealment 92. Whoever, by secretly burying or otherwise disposing of the dead body of a child 

of birth by whether such child die before or after or during its birth, intentionally conceals or endeavours 

—————y to conceal the birth of such child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 

’ for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 35 

Hiring, 93. Whoever hires, employs or engages any person below the age of eighteen years 

employing or tq commit an offence shall be punished with imprisonment of either description or fine 

—————y " provided for that offence as if the offence has been committed by such person himself. 

gy Explanation.—Hiring, employing, engaging or using a child for sexual exploitation or 
pornography is covered within the meaning of this section. 40 

Procuration of 94. Whoever, by any means whatsoever, induces any child below the age of eighteen 

child. years to go from any place or to do any act with intent that such child below the age of 
eighteen years may be, or knowing that it is likely that such child will be, forced or seduced 
to illicit intercourse with another person shall be punishable with imprisonment which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 45 


Kidnapping or 
abducting child 


95. Whoever kidnaps or abducts any child under the age of ten years with the intention 


under ten of taking dishonestly any movable property from the person of such child, shall be punished 
nd ; with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
intent to stea : - 

ROTATES also be liable to fine. 
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96. Whoever sells, lets to hire, or otherwise disposes of child below eighteen years of 
age with intent that such child shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of 
prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or 
knowing it to be likely that such person will at any age be employed or used for any such 
purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—When a female under the age of eighteen years is sold, let for hire, or 
otherwise disposed of to a prostitute or to any person who keeps or manages a brothel, the 
person so disposing of such female shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have 
disposed of her with the intent that she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section “illicit intercourse” means sexual 
intercourse between persons not united by marriage or by any union or tie which, though 
not amounting to a marriage, is recognised by the personal law or custom of the community 
to which they belong or, where they belong to different communities, of both such 
communities, as constituting between them a quasi-marital relation. 


97. Whoever buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of any child below the age 
of eighteen years with intent that such person shall at any age be employed or used for the 
purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with any person or for any unlawful and immoral 
purpose, or knowing it to be likely that such child will at any age be employed or used for any 
such purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to fourteen years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—Any prostitute or any person keeping or managing a brothel, who 
buys, hires or otherwise obtains possession of a female under the age of eighteen years 
shall, until the contrary is proved, be presumed to have obtained possession of such female 
with the intent that she shall be used for the purpose of prostitution. 


Explanation 2.—‘Illicit intercourse” has the same meaning as in section 96. 
CHAPTER VI 
OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE HUMAN BODY 
Of offences affecting life 


98. Whoever causes death by doing an act with the intention of causing death, 
or with the intention of causing such bodily injury as is likely to cause death, or with the 
knowledge that he is likely by such act to cause death, commits the offence of culpable 
homicide. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A lays sticks and turf over a pit, with the intention of thereby causing death, or with 
the knowledge that death is likely to be thereby caused. Z, believing the ground to be firm, 
treads on it, falls in and is killed. A has committed the offence of culpable homicide. 


(b) A knows Z to be behind a bush. B does not know it. A, intending to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely to cause Z’s death, induces B to fire at the bush. B fires and kills Z. 
Here B may be guilty of no offence; but A has committed the offence of culpable homicide. 


(c) A, by shooting at a fowl with intent to kill and steal it, kills B, who is behind a bush; 
A not knowing that he was there. Here, although A was doing an unlawful act, he was not 
guilty of culpable homicide, as he did not intend to kill B, or to cause death by doing an act 
that he knew was likely to cause death. 


Explanation 1.—A person who causes bodily injury to another who is labouring 
under a disorder, disease or bodily infirmity, and thereby accelerates the death of that other, 
shall be deemed to have caused his death. 
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Illustrations. 

(a) A, under the influence of passion excited by a provocation given by Z, intentionally | 
kills Y, Z’s child. This is murder, in as much as the provocation was not given by the child, and 
the death of the child was not caused by accident or misfortune in doing an act caused by the 

5 provocation. 

(b) Y gives grave and sudden provocation to A. A, on this provocation, fires a pistol at 
-Y, neither intending nor knowing himself to be likely to kill Z, who is near him, but out of sight. 
Akills Z. Here A has not committed murder, but merely culpable homicide. 

(c) Ais lawfully arrested by Z, a bailiff. A is excited to sudden and violent passion by 

10 the arrest, and kills Z. This is murder, in as much as the provocation was given by a thing 
done by a public servant in the exercise of his powers. 

(d) A appears as a witness before Z, a Magistrate. Z says that he does not believe a. 
word of A’s deposition, and that A has perjured himself. A is moved to sudden passion by, 
these words, and kills Z. This is murder. 

15 (e) A attempts to pull Z’s nose. Z, in the exercise of the right of private defence, lays, 
hold of A to prevent him from doing so. A is moved to sudden and violent passion in 
consequence, and kills Z. This is murder, in as much as the provocation was giving by a thing 
done in the exercise of the right of private defence. 

(f) Zstrikes B. B is by this provocation excited to violent rage. A, a bystander, intending | 

20 to take advantage of B’s rage, and to cause him to kill Z, puts a knife into B’s hand for that 
purpose. B kills Z with the knife. Here B may have committed only culpable homicide, but A 
is guilty of murder. 

Exception 2.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender in the exercise in good 
faith of the right of private defence of person or property, exceeds the power given to him by 

25 law and causes the death of the person against whom he is exercising such right of defence 
without premeditation, and without any intention of doing more harm than is necessary for 
the purpose of such defence. 

Illustration. 

Z attempts to horsewhip A, not in such a manner as to cause grievous hurt to A. A 

30 draws out a pistol. Z persists in the assault. A believing in good faith that he can by no other 
means prevent himself from being horsewhipped, shoots Z dead. A has not committed 
murder, but only culpable homicide. 

Exception 3.—Culpable homicide is not murder if the offender, being a public servant 
or aiding a public servant acting for the advancement of public justice, exceeds the powers 

35 given to him by law, and causes death by doing an act which he, in good faith, believes to be. 
lawful and necessary for the due discharge of his duty as such public servant and without 
ill-will towards the person whose death is caused. 

Exception 4—Culpable homicide is not murder if itis committed without premeditation 
in a sudden fight in the heat of passion upon a sudden quarrel and without the offender’s 

40 having taken undue advantage or acted in a cruel or unusual manner. 

Explanation.—It is immaterial in such cases which party offers the provocation or 
commits the first assault. 

Exception 5.—Culpable homicide is not murder when the person whose death is caused, 
being above the age of eighteen years, suffers death or takes the risk of death with his own 

45 consent. 

Illustration. 

A, by instigation, voluntarily causes Z, a person under eighteen years of age to. 
commit suicide. Here, on account of Z’s youth, he was incapable of giving consent to his 
own death; A has therefore abetted murder. 
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102. Whoever, being under sentence of imprisonment for life, commits murder, shall be 
punished with death or with imprisonment for life, which shall mean the remainder of that 
person’s natural life. 

103. Whoever commits culpable homicide not amounting to murder, shall be punished 
with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be 
Jess than five years but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine, if the 
act by which the death is caused is done with the intention of causing death, or of causing 
such bodily injury as is likely to cause death; or with imprisonment of either description for 20 
aterm which may extend to ten years and with fine, if the act is done with the knowledge that 
itis likely to cause death, but without any intention to cause death, or to cause such bodily 
injury as is likely to cause death. 

104, (1) Whoever causes the death of any person by doing any rash or negligent act 
not amounting to culpable homicide, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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(2) Whoever, attempts to commit or commits an offence of organised crime shall,— 


(i) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be punishable with 
death or imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less 
than rupees ten lakhs; 


(ii) in any other case, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be 
liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(3) Whoever, conspires or organises the commission of an organised crime, or assists, 
facilitates or otherwise engages in any act preparatory to an organised crime, shall be 
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than 
rupees five lakhs. 


(4) Any person who is a member of an organised crime syndicate shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees 
five lakhs. 


(5) Whoever, intentionally harbours or conceals or attempts to harbour or conceal any 
person who has committed the offence of an organised crime or any member of an organised 
crime syndicate or believes that his act will encourage or assist the doing of such crime shall 
be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be 
less than rupees five lakhs: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which the harbour or 
concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(6) Whoever, holds any property derived, or obtained from the commission of an 
organised crime or proceeds of any organised crime or which has been acquired through the 
organised crime syndicate funds shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than three years but which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also 
be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees two lakhs. 


(7) If any person on behalf of a member of an organised crime syndicate is, or at any 
time has been in possession of movable or immovable property which he cannot satisfactorily 
account for, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
three years but which may extend to imprisonment for ten years and shall also be liable to fine 
which shall not be less than rupees one lakh and such property shall also be liable for 
attachment and forfeiture. 


Explanation.— For the purposes of this section, “proceeds of any organised crime” 
means all kind of properties which have been derived or obtained from commission of any 
organised crime or have acquired through funds traceable to any organised crime and shall 
include cash, irrespective of person in whose name such proceeds are standing or in whose 
possession they are found. 


110. (/) Any crime that causes general feelings of insecurity among citizens relating to 
theft of vehicle or theft from vehicle, domestic and business theft, trick theft, cargo crime, 
theft (attempt to theft, theft of personal property), organised pick pocketing, snatching, theft 
through shoplifting or card skimming and Automated Teller Machine thefts or procuring 
money in unlawful manner in public transport system or illegal selling of tickets and selling 
of public examination question papers and such other common forms of organised crime 
committed by organised criminal groups or gangs, shall constitute petty organised crimes 
and shall include the said crimes when committed by mobile organised crime groups or 
gangs that create network of contacts, anchor points, and logistical support among themselves 
to carry out number of offences in region over a period before moving on. 

(2) Whoever commits or attempts to commit any petty organised crime, under 


sub-section (/) shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
one year but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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111. (/) Aperson is said to have committed a terrorist act if he commits any act in India Offence if 
or in any foreign country with the intention to threaten the unity, integrity and security of 'TO™S' ct 


India, to intimidate the general public or a segment thereof, or to disturb public order by 
doing an act,— 


(i) using bombs, dynamite or any other explosive substance or inflammable 
material or firearms or other lethal weapons or poison or noxious gases or other chemicals 
or any other substance (whether biological or otherwise) hazardous in nature in such 
a manner so as to create an atmosphere or spread a message of fear, to cause death or 
serious bodily harm to any person, or endangers a person’s life; 


(ii) to cause damage or loss due to damage or destruction of property or disruption 
of any supplies or services essential to the life of the community, destruction of a 
Government or public facility, public place or private property; 


(iii) to cause extensive interference with, damage or destruction to critical 
infrastructure; 


(iv) to provoke or influence by intimidation the Government or its organisation, 
in such a manner so as to cause or likely to cause death or injury to any public 
functionary or any person or an act of detaining any person and threatening to kill or 
injure such person in order to compel the Government to do or abstain from doing any 
act, or destabilise or destroy the political, economic, or social structures of the country, 
or create a public emergency or undermine public safety; 


(v) included within the scope of any of the Treaties listed in the Second Schedule 
to the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 


(2) Whoever, attempts to commit or commits an offence of terrorist act shall,— 


(i) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be punishable with 
death or imprisonment for life without the benefit of parole, and shall also be liable to 
fine which shall not be less than rupees ten lakhs; 


(ii) in any other case, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be 
liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(3) Whoever, conspires, organises or causes to be organised any organisation, 
association or a group of persons for terrorist acts, or assists, facilitates or otherwise conspires 
to engage in any act preparatory to any terrorist act, shall be punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(4) Any person, who is a member of terrorist organisation, which is involved in terrorist 
act, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to imprisonment for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(5) Whoever, intentionally harbours or conceals or attempts to harbour or conceal any 
person who has committed an offence of any terrorist act shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five 
lakh: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which the harbour or 
concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(6) Whoever, holds any property directly or indirectly, derived or obtained from 
commission of terrorist act or proceeds of terrorism, or acquired through the terrorist fund, or 
possesses, provides, collects or uses property or funds or makes available property, funds 
or financial service or other related services, by any means, to be used, in full or in part to 
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Voluntarily 115, (J)Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, if the hurt which he intends to cause or 
1 knows himself to be likely to cause is grievous hurt, and if the hurt which he causes is 
srevous DN grievous hurt, is said “voluntarily to cause grievous hurt”. 
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(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (3), voluntarily causes 
grievous hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A person is not said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt except when he 
both causes grievous hurt and intends or knows himself to be likely to cause grievous hurt. 
But he is said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt, if intending or knowing himself to be likely 
to cause grievous hurt of one kind, he actually causes grievous hurt of another kind. 


Illustration. 


A, intending of knowing himself to be likely permanently to disfigure Z’s face, gives 
Za blow which does not permanently disfigure Z’s face, but which causes Z to suffer severe 
bodily pain for the space of fifteen days. A has voluntarily caused grievous hurt. 


116. (1) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (/) of section 120, 
voluntarily causes hurt by means of any instrument for shooting, stabbing or cutting, or any 
instrument which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, or by means of fire 
or any heated substance, or by means of any poison or any corrosive substance, or by 
means of any explosive substance or by means of any substance which it is deleterious to 
the human body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into the blood, or by means of any animal, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine which may extend to twenty thousand rupees, or with both. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (2) of section 120, voluntarily 
causes grievous hurt by any means referred to in sub-section (J), shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be 
less than one year but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


117. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer, 
or from any person interested in the sufferer, any property or valuable security, or of 
constraining the sufferer or any person interested in such sufferer to do anything which is 
illegal or which may facilitate the commission of an offence, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for any purpose referred to in ‘sub- 
section (7), shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


118. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer 
or from any person interested in the sufferer, any confession or any information which may 
lead to the detection of an offence or misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the 
sufferer or any person interested in the sufferer to restore or to cause the restoration of any 
property or valuable security or to satisfy any claim or demand, or to give information which 
may lead to the restoration of any property or valuable security, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 
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(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt for any purpose fef 
(sub-section (/),)shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term TT 
may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 
(a) A, a police-officer, tortures Z in order to induce Z to confess that he committed a 5 
crime. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 
(b) A, a police-officer, tortures B to induce him to point out where certain stolen 
property is deposited. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 
(c) A, a revenue officer, tortures Z in order to compel him to pay certain arrears of 
revenue due from Z. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 10 
Voluntarily 119. (J) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt to any person being a public servant in the 
causing hurt or discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that person or 
grievous hurt any other public servant from discharging his duty as such public servant or in consequence 
to deter public of anything d d to be done by th in the lawful discharge of his d 
servant from © anything done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge of his duty 
his duty. as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for aterm 15 
which may extend to/five)years, or with fine, or with both. 
(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt to any person being a public servant in 
the discharge of his duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that 
person or any other public servant from discharging his duty as such public servant or in 
consequence of anything done or attempted to be done by that person in the lawful discharge 20 
of his duty as such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for aterm which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
Voluntarily 120. (1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt on grave and sudden provocation, if he 
causing hurt or neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause hurt to any person other than the 25 
grievous hurt nerson who gave the provocation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
on : . 7 * . 
praTEEANOR for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand, 
rupees, or with both. 
(2) Whoever voluntarily causes grievous hurt on grave and sudden provocation, if he 
neither intends nor knows himself to be likely to cause hurt to any person other than the 30 
person who gave the provocation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to(five) years, or with fine which may extend to (ten) thousand 
rupees, or with both. 
Explanation.—This section is subject to the same provision as Exception 1, 
‘section 99. 35 
Causing hurt 121. Whoever administers to or causes to be taken by any person any poison or any 
by means of stupefying, intoxicating or unwholesome drug, or other thing with intent to cause hurt to 
poison, etc., . . i sia eines a. 
with intent to SUCH person, or with intent to commit or to facilitate the commission of an offence or knowing 
SERIMTEEaD it to be likely that he will thereby cause hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
offence. description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 40 
Voluntarily 122. (J) Whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns or 
causing hurt or miaims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes grievous 
amend hurt by throwing acid on or by administering acid to that person, or by using any other 
a or ae means with the intention of Gausitié or with the ae that he is likely to cause such 
injury or hurt or/caus erson to be in a per! es ive Staté)shall be punished with 45 


imprisonment of either deacinden {GE aterm TT stall not IRE 15S than ten years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical expenses of 
the treatment of the victim: 
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Provided further that any fine imposed under this section shall be paid to the victim. 


(2) Whoever throws or attempts to throw acid on any person or attempts to administer 
acid to any person, or attempts to use any other means, with the intention of causing 
permanent or partial damage or deformity or burns or maiming or disfigurement or disability 
or grievous hurt to that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
aterm which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


Explanation 1.—For the purposes of this section, “acid” includes any substance 
which has acidic or corrosive character or burning nature, that is capable of causing bodily 
injury leading to scars or disfigurement or temporary or permanent disability. 


Explanation 2.—For the purposes of this section, permanent or partial damage or 
deformity or permanent vegetative state, shall not be required to be irreversible. 


123.Whoever does any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life or the 
personal safety of others, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three months or with fine which may extend to(two thousand five) 


(hundred rupees, or with both, but— 
(a) Where the hurt is caused) shall be punished with imprisonment of either 


description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where grievous hurt is caused; shall be punished with imprisonment of 


either description for a term which may extend to\three years, or with fine which may 
extend to ten) thousand rupees, or with both. 


Of wrongful restraint and wrongful confinement 


124. (1) Whoever voluntarily obstructs any person so as to prevent that person from 
proceeding in any direction in which that person has a right to proceed, is said wrongfully to 
restrain that person. 


Exception. —The obstruction of a private way over land or water which a person in 
good faith believes himself to have a lawful right to obstruct, is not an offence within the 
meaning of this section. 


Illustration. 


A obstructs a path along which Z has a right to pass, A not believing in good faith that 
he has a right to stop the path. Z is thereby prevented from passing. A wrongfully 
restrains Z. 


(2)Whoever wrongfully restrains any person shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to 


five thousand rupees, or with both. 


125. (1)Whoever wrongfully restrains any person in such a manner as to prevent that 
person from proceedings beyond certain circumscribing limits, is said “wrongfully to confine” 
that person. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A causes Z to go within a walled space, and locks Z in. Z is thus prevented from 
proceeding in any direction beyond the circumscribing line of wall. A wrongfully confines Z. 


(b) Aplaces men with firearms at the outlets of a building, and tells Z that they will fire 
at Z if Z attempts to leave the building. A wrongfully confines Z. 


(2) Whoever wrongfully confines any person shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to 
(five thousand rupees, or with both. 
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(3) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for three days, or more, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to(three)years, or with 


fine Which may extend/to\ten thousand rupees, or with both, 


(4) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for ten days or more, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to(five)years, and shall 


also be liable to fine (Which shall /not|be less 'than ten thousand rupees) 


(5) Whoever keeps any person in wrongful confinement, knowing that a writ for the 
liberation of that person has been duly issued, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years in addition to any term of imprisonment 
to which he may be liable under any other section of this Chapter(and shall also be liable to) 
fine. 


(6) Whoever wrongfully confines any person in such manner as to indicate an intention 
that the confinement of such person may not be known to any person interested in the 
person so confined, or to any public servant, or that the place of such confinement may not 
be known to or discovered by any such person or public servant as hereinbefore mentioned, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
(threeyears in addition to any other punishment to which he may be liable for such wrongful 
confinement and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of extorting from the 
person confined, or from any person interested in the person confined, any property or 
valuable security or of constraining the person confined or any person interested in such 
person to do anything illegal or to give any information which may facilitate the commission 
of an offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(8) Whoever wrongfully confines any person for the purpose of extorting from the 
person confined or any person interested in the person confined any confession or any 
information which may lead to the detection of an offence or misconduct, or for the purpose 
of constraining the person confined or any person interested in the person confined to 
restore or to cause the restoration of any property or valuable security or to satisfy any claim 
or demand, or to give information which may lead to the restoration of any property or 
valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal force and assault 


126. A person is said to use force to another if he causes motion, change of motion, or 
cessation of motion to that other, or if he causes to any substance such motion, or change of 
motion, or cessation of motion as brings that substance into contact with any part of that 
other’s body, or with anything which that other is wearing or carrying, or with anything so 
situated that such contact affects that other’s sense of feeling: 


Provided that the person causing the motion, or change of motion, or cessation of 
motion, causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of motion in one of the(following 


three ways,namely:— 
(a) by his own bodily power; 


(b) by disposing any substance in such a manner that the motion or change or 
cessation of motion takes place without any further act on his part, or on the part of 
any other person; 


(c) by inducing any animal to move, to change its motion, or to cease to move. 
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127. Whoever intentionally uses force to any person, without that person’s consent, 


in order to the committing of any offence, or intending by the use of such force to cause, or 
knowing it to be likely that by the use of such force he will cause injury, fear or annoyance to 
the person to whom the force is used, is said to use criminal force to that other. 
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Illustrations. 


(a) Z is sitting in a moored boat on a river. A unfastens the moorings, and thus 
intentionally causes the boat to drift down the stream. Here A intentionally causes 
motion to Z, and he does this by disposing substances in such a manner that the 
motion is produced without any other action on any person’s part. A has therefore 
intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done so without Z’s consent, in order to the 
committing of any offence, or intending or knowing it to be likely that this use of force 
will cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force to Z. 


(b) Z is riding in a chariot. A lashes Z’s horses, and thereby causes them to 
quicken their pace. Here A has caused change of motion to Z by inducing the animals 
to change their motion. A has therefore used force to Z; and if A has done this without 
Z’s consent, intending or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or 
annoy Z, A has used criminal force to Z. 


(c) Zis riding in a palanquin. A, intending to rob Z, seizes the pole and stops the 
palanquin. Here A has caused cessation of motion to Z, and he has done this by his 
own bodily power. A has therefore used force to Z; and as A has acted thus intentionally, 
without Z’s consent, in order to the commission of an offence. A has used criminal 
force to Z. 


(d) A intentionally pushes against Z in the street. Here A has by his own bodily 
power moved his own person so as to bring it into contact with Z. He has therefore 
intentionally used force to Z; and if he has done so without Z’s consent, intending or 
knowing it to be likely that he may thereby injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used 
criminal force to Z. 


(e) A throw a stone, intending or knowing it to be likely that the stone will be thus 
brought into contact with Z, or with Z’s clothes, or with something carried by Z, or that 
it will strike water and dash up the water against Z’s clothes or something carried by Z. 
Here, if the throwing of the stone produce the effect of causing any substance to come 
into contact with Z, or Z’s clothes, A has used force to Z, and if he did so without Z’s 
consent, intending thereby to injure, frighten or annoy Z, he has used criminal force 

toiZ) 


(f) Aintentionally pulls up a Woman’s veil. Here A intentionally uses force to her, 
and if he does so without her consent intending or knowing it to be likely that he may 
thereby injure, frighten or annoy her, he has used criminal force to her. 


(g) Z is bathing. A pours into the bath water which he knows to be boiling. Here 
A intentionally by his own bodily power causes such motion in the boiling water as 
brings that water into contact with Z, or with other water so situated that such contact 
must affect Z’s sense of feeling; A has therefore intentionally used force to Z; and if he 
has done this without Z’s consent intending or knowing it to be likely that he may 
thereby cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, A has used criminal force. 


(h) A incites a dog to spring upon Z, without Z’s consent. Here, if A intends to 
cause injury, fear or annoyance to Z, he uses criminal force to Z. 


128. Whoever makes any gesture, or any preparation intending or knowing it to be 


likely that such gesture or preparation will cause any person present to apprehend that he 
who makes that gesture or preparation is about to use criminal force to that person, is said to 
commit an assault. 
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words used by A could in no case amount to an assault, and though the mere gesture, 
unaccompanied by any other circumstances, might not amount to an assault, the 
gesture explained by the words may amount to an assault. 
ees 129. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person otherwise than on grave 
and sudden provocation given by that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either !° 
criminal force 
otherwise than description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
on grave @ne'thousand rupees, or with both. 
provocation. 
Explanation.—Grave and sudden provocation will not mitigate the punishment for an 
offence under this section, if the provocation is sought or voluntarily provoked by the 
offender as an excuse for the offence, or 20 
if the provocation is given by anything done in obedience to the law, or by a public 
servant, in the lawful exercise of the powers of such public servant, or 
if the provocation is given by anything done in the lawful exercise of the right of 
private defence. 
Whether the provocation was grave and sudden enough to mitigate the offence, isa 5 
question of fact. 
Assault or 130. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person being a public servant in 
criminal force the execution of his duty as such public servant, or with intent to prevent or deter that 
cevant rom. Person from discharging his duty as such public servant, or in consequence of anything 
discharge of done or attempted to be done by such person in the lawful discharge of his duty as such 30 
his duty. public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 
paces 131. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, intending thereby to 
dishonour that person, otherwise than on grave and sudden provocation given by that 
with intent to a 
person, _—_ extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 
otherwise than 
onggrave, 
provocation. 
—_ 132. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in attempting to commit 
Saitempt te. theft on any property which that person is then wearing or carrying, shall be punished with 
commit theft imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or 
of property With both. 40 
carried by a 
(person. 
— 133. Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person, in attempting wrongfully 
saavapt | (© confine that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
‘wronglfully to Which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend toffivethousand rupees, or with 
confine a both. 
Person. 
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Of Kidnapping, Abduction, Slavery and Forced Labour 


135. (/) Kidnapping is of two kinds: kidnapping from India, and kidnapping from x idnapping. 
lawful guardianship— 


(a) whoever conveys any person beyond the limits of India without the consent 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC Every clause has been annotated 
with corresponding IPC sections. 


Red = Changes within provisions Deleted IPC provisions are 
ee — Fresh additions mentioned in the margin notes. 


46 


(iii) exposing or exhibiting, with the object of obtaining or extorting alms, any 
sore, wound, injury, deformity or disease, whether of himself or of any other person or 
of an animal; 


(iv) using such(childas an exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms. 


Kidnapping or 138. (J) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be ‘5 
abducting in murdered or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being murdered, shall be 
—— punished with imprisonment for life or rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to 


murder or for . " 
tansemceto. ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Akidnaps Z from India, intending or knowing it to be likely that Z may be sacrificed 10 
to an idol. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A forcibly carries or entices B away from his home in order that B may be murdered. 
A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(2) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person or keeps a person in detention after such 
kidnapping or abduction, and threatens to cause death or hurt to such person, or by his 15 
conduct gives rise to a reasonable apprehension that such person may be put to death or 
hurt, or causes hurt or death to such person in order to compel the Government or any 
foreign State or international inter-governmental organisation or any other person to do or 
abstain from doing any act or to pay aransom, shall be punishable with death, or imprisonment 
for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 20 


(3) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person with intent to cause that person to be 
secretly and wrongfully confined, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever kidnaps or abducts any person in order that such person may be subjected, 
or may be so disposed of as to be put in danger of being subjected to grievous hurt, or 25 
slavery, or to the unnatural lust of any person, or knowing it to be likely that such person will 
be so subjected or disposed of, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Importation of 139. Whoever imports into India from any country outside India any girl under the age 
girl Or boy, of twenty-one years (or a l S$) with intent that (girl or boy 
from foreign —_ may be, or knowing it to be likely that(@i y will be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse 


30 


— with another person, shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to ten years 

and shall also be liable to fine. 
Wrongfully 140. Whoever, knowing that any person has been kidnapped or has been abducted, 
— or wrongfully conceals or confines such person, shall be punished in the same manner as if he 35 
ll had kidnapped or abducted such person with the same intention or knowledge, or for the 
kidnapped or | same purpose as that with or for which he conceals or detains such person in confinement. 
abducted 
person. 


Trafficking of 141. (J) Whoever, for the purpose of exploitation, recruits, transports, harbours, 
person. transfers, or receives, a person or persons, by— 

(a) using threats; or 40 
(b) using force, or any other form of coercion; or 
(c) by abduction; or 

(d) by practicing fraud, or deception; or 


(e) by abuse of power; or 
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20 eighteen years, it shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not 


25 imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s 
natural life, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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_ (2) Whoever, knowingly by or having reason to believe that a person has been 
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CHAPTER VII 


OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE 


150. Whoever, purposely or knowingly, by words, either spoken or written, or by 
signs, or by visible representation, or by electronic communication or by use of financial 
mean, or otherwise, excites or attempts to excite, secession or armed rebellion or subversive 
activities, or encourages feelings of separatist activities or endangers sovereignty or unity 
and integrity of India; or indulges in or commits any such act shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life or with imprisonment which may extend to seven years and shall also be 
liable to fine. 

Explanation.—Comments expressing disapprobation of the measures, or administrative 
or other action of the Government with a view to obtain their alteration by lawful means 
without exciting or attempting to excite the activities referred to in this section. 


151. Whoever wages war against the Government of any foreign State at peace with 
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152. Whoever commits depredation, or makes preparations to commit depredation, on 
the territories of any at peace with the Government of India, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine and to forfeiture of any property used or intended to be used in 
committing such depredation, or acquired by such depredation. 


153. Whoever receives any property knowing the same to have been taken in the 
commission of any of the offences mentioned in sections 151 and 152, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine and to forfeiture of the property so received. 


154. Whoever, being a public servant and having the custody of any State prisoner or 
prisoner of war, voluntarily allows such prisoner to escape from any place in which such 
prisoner is confined, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


155. Whoever, being a public servant and having the custody of any State prisoner or 
prisoner of war, negligently suffers such prisoner to escape from any place of confinement in 
which such prisoner is confined, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


156. Whoever knowingly aids or assists any State prisoner or prisoner of war in 
escaping from lawful custody, or rescues or attempts to rescue any such prisoner, or harbours 
or conceals any such prisoner who has escaped from lawful custody, or offers or attempts to 
offer any resistance to the recapture of such prisoner, shall be punished with imprisonment 
for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation. —A State prisoner or prisoner of war, who is permitted to be at large on 
his parole within certain limits in India, is said to escape from lawful custody if he goes 
beyond the limits within which he is allowed to be at large. 


CHAPTER VII 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY, NAvy AND AIR FoRCE 


157. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, ee sailor or airman, in 
the Army, Navy or Air Force (Sul 
(of India or attempts to seduce any such officer, soldier, sailor or airman os his allegiance or 
his duty, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


158. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in 
the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, shall, if mutiny be committed in 
consequence of that abetment, be punished with death or with imprisonment for life, or 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


159. Whoever abets an assault by an officer, soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, 
Navy or Air Force of the Government of India, on any superior officer being in the execution 
of his office, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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Deserter 163. The master or person in charge of a merchant vessel, on board of which any 
concealed on deserter from the Army, Navy or Air Force of the Government of India is concealed, shall, 
though ignorant of such concealment, be liable to a penalty not exceeding three thousand 
merchant 
vessel through Tupees, if he might have known of such concealment but for some neglect of his duty as such 
negligence of — master or person in charge, or but for some want of discipline on board of the vessel. 20 
‘master. 
Abetment of 164, Whoever abets what he knows to be an act of insubordination by an officer, 
—— ‘soldier, sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy or Air Force, of the Government of India, shall, if 
insubordination 
oumlaien such act of insubordination be committed in consequence of that abetment, be punished 
sailor or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to(two years, or with 
airman. fine, or with both. 25 
Personsisubject 165. No person subject to the Army Act, 1950 the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 1934, 46 of 1950. 
a or the Air Force Act , 1950 shall be subject to punishment under this(Sanhita for any of the: 45 of 1950. 
= offences defined in this Chapter. 34 of 1934. 
Wearing garb 166. Whoever, not being a soldier, sailor or airman in the/Army, Naval or Air service of 
or carrying the Government of India, wears any garb or carries any token resembling any garb or token 30 
used by such a soldier, sailor or airman with the intention that it may be believed that he is. 
soldier, sailor 
or airman. ‘such a soldier, sailor or airman, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to(two thousand 
(rupees, or with both. 
CHAPTER IX 35 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS 
Candidate; 167. For the purposes of this Chapter— 
Electoral right 
— (a) “candidate” means a person who has been nominated as a candidate at any 
election; 
(b) “electoral right” means the right of a person to stand, or not to stand as, orto 40 
withdraw from being, a candidate or to vote or refrain from voting at an election. 
albany 168. (1) Whoever— 
(i) gives a gratification to any person with the object of inducing him or any 
other person to exercise any electoral right or of rewarding any person for having 
exercised any such right; or 45 
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(it) accepts either for himself or for any other person any gratification as a reward 
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15 (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section (/), whoever— 


person in whom he is interested will become or will be rendered an object of Divine 
20 displeasure or of spiritual censure, 
shall be deemed to interfere with the free exercise of the electoral right of such candidate or 
voter, within the meaning of sub-section (1). 
(3) A declaration of public policy or a promise of public action or the mere exercise or 
a legal right without intent to interfere with an electoral right, shall not be deemed to be 
25 interference within the meaning of this section. 
170. Whoever at an election applies for a voting paper on votes in the name of any Personation at 
elections. 
30 


35 


40 shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
one year or with fine, or with both. 
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174. Whoever without the general or special authority in writing of a candidate incurs 
or authorises expenses on account of the holding of any public meeting, or upon any 
advertisement, circular or publication, or in any other way whatsoever for the purpose of 
promoting or procuring the election of such candidate, shall be punished with fine which 


may extend to ten thousand rupees: 


Provided that if any person having incurred any such expenses not exceeding the 
amount of ten rupees without authority obtains within ten days from the date on which such 
expenses were incurred the approval in writing of the candidate, he shall be deemed to have 
incurred such expenses with the authority of the candidate. 


175. Whoever being required by any law for the time being in force or any rule having 
the force of law to keep accounts of expenses incurred at or in connection with an election 
fails to keep such accounts shall be punished with fine which may extend to (five thousand) 


qUpEEs. 
CHAPTER X 


OF OFFENCES RELATING TO COIN, CURRENCY NOTES, BANK NOTES, AND GOVERNMENT STAMPS 


176. Whoever counterfeits, or knowingly performs any part of the process of 
counterfeiting, any coin, stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, currency- 
‘note or bank-note, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of 


either description for a term which may extend to(tenyears, and shall also be liable to fine. 
Explanation.—For the purposes of this Chapter,— 


(J) the expression “bank-note” means a promissory note or engagement for the 
payment of money to bearer on demand issued by any person carrying on the business 
of banking in any part of the world, or issued by or under the authority of any State or 
Sovereign Power, and intended to be used as equivalent to, or as a substitute for 
money; 


(2) “coin” shall have the same meaning assigned to it in section 2 of the Coinage 
(Act, 2011 and includes) metal used for the time being as money and is stamped and 
issued by or under the authority of any State or Sovereign Power intended to be so 
used; 


(3) a person commits the offence of “counterfeiting Government stamp” who 


counterfeits by causing a genuine stamp of one denomination to appear like a genuine 
stamp of a different denomination; 


(4) aperson commits the offence ofcounterfeiting coin)who intending to practice 


deception, or knowing it to be likely that deception will thereby be practiced, causes a 
genuine coin to appear like a different coin; and 


(5) the offence of “counterfeiting coin” includes diminishing the weight or 
alteration of the composition, or alteration of the appearance of the coin. 


177. Whoever sells (or delivers to, or buys or receives from, any other person, or 
otherwise traffics or uses as genuine, any forged or counterfeit Coin, stamp issued by 
Government for the purpose of revenue, currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having 
reason to believe the same to be forged or counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment 
for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


178. Whoever has in his possession any forged or counterfeit (coin, stamp issued by 
Government for the purpose of revenue, currency-note or bank-note, knowing or having 
reason to believe the same to be forged or counterfeit and intending to use the same as 
genuine or that it may be used as genuine, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 
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179. Whoever makes or mends, or performs any part of the process of making or 
mending, or buys or sells or disposes of, or has in his possession, any machinery, die, 
instrument or material for the purpose of being used, or knowing or having reason to believe 
that it is intended to be used, for forging or counterfeiting any coin, stamp issued by 
Government for the purpose of revenue, currency-note or bank-note, shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


180. (1) Whoever makes, or causes to be made, or uses for any purpose whatsoever, 
or delivers to any person, any document purporting to be, or in any way resembling, or so 
nearly resembling as to be calculated to deceive, any currency-note or bank-note shall be 
punished with fine which may extend to three hundred rupees. 


(2) If any person, whose name appears on a document the making of which is an 
offence under sub-section (/), refuses, without lawful excuse, to disclose to a police-officer 
on being so required the name and address of the person by whom it was printed or otherwise 
made, he shall be punished with fine which may extend to'six hundred rupees. 


(3) Where the name of any person appears on any document in respect of which any 
person is charged with an offence under sub-section (/) or on any other document used or 
distributed in connection with that document it may, until the contrary is proved, be presumed 
that the person caused the document to be made. 


181. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to the Government, removes or 
effaces from any substance, bearing any stamp issued by Government for the purpose of 
revenue, any writing or document for which such stamp has been used, or removes from any 
writing or document a stamp which has been used for such writing or document, in order that 
such stamp may be used for a different writing or document, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


182. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to the Government, uses for 
any purpose a stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, which he knows to 
have been before used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


183. Whoever, fraudulently or with intent to cause loss to Government, erases or 
removes from a stamp issued by Government for the purpose of revenue, any mark, put or 
impressed upon such stamp for the purpose of denoting that the same has been used, or 
knowingly has in his possession or sells or disposes of any such stamp from which such 
mark has been erased or removed, or sells or disposes of any such stamp which he knows to 
have been used, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


184. (7) Whoever— 


(a) makes, knowingly utters, deals in or sells any fictitious stamp, or knowingly 
uses for any postal purpose any fictitious stamp; or 


(b) has in his possession, without lawful excuse, any fictitious stamp; or 


(c) makes or, without lawful excuse, has in his possession any die, plate, 
instrument or materials for making any fictitious stamp, 
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shall be punished with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 
(2) Any such stamp, die, plate, instrument or materials in the possession of any person 
for making any fictitious stamp may be seized and, if seized shall be forfeited. 
(3) In this section “fictitious stamp” means any stamp falsely purporting to be issued 
by Government for the purpose of denoting a rate of postage, or any facsimile or imitation or 5 
representation, whether on paper or otherwise, of any stamp issued by Government for that 
purpose. 
(4) In this section and also in sections 176 to 179, and sections 181 to 183 both 
inclusive, the word “Government”, when used in connection with, or in reference to any 
‘stamp issued for the purpose of denoting a rate of postage, shall, notwithstanding anything 10 
‘in clause (11) of section 2, be deemed to include the person or persons authorised by law to 
administer executive Government in any part of India or in any foreign country. Ej 
Person 185. Whoever, being employed in any mint lawfully established in India, does any act, 
employed in 
mint causing OF omits what he is legally bound to do, with the intention of causing any coin issued from. 
coin to be of that mint to be of a different weight or composition from the weight or composition fixed by 15 
different 
weight or _law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
composition seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
from that 
fixed by law. 
Unlawfully 186. Whoever, without lawful authority, takes out of any mint, lawfully established in 
jaking coining India, any coining tool or instrument, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 20 
from mints. __ for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
Unlawful 
assembly. 


Nv 
n 


we 
oO 


a 
Oo 


a 
n 


we 
nn 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC 
Red = Changes within provisions 
Green = Fresh additions 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


Every clause has been annotated 


with corresponding IPC sections. 


Deleted 


55 


(4) Whoever, being armed with any deadly weapon, or with anything which, used as a 
weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, is a member of an unlawful assembly, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


(5) Whoever knowingly joins or continues in any assembly of five or more persons 
likely to cause a disturbance of the public peace, after such assembly has been lawfully 
commanded to disperse, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—If the assembly is an unlawful assembly within the meaning of 
sub-section (/), the offender shall be punishable under sub-section (3). 


(6) Whoever hires or engages, or employs, or promotes, or connives at the hiring, 
engagement or employment of any person to join or become a member of any unlawful 
assembly, shall be punishable as a member of such unlawful assembly, and for any offence 
which may be committed by any such person as a member of such unlawful assembly in 
pursuance of such hiring, engagement or employment, in the same manner as if he had been 
a member of such unlawful assembly, or himself had committed such offence. 


(7) Whoever harbours, receives or assembles, in any house or premises in his 
occupation or charge, or under his control any persons knowing that such persons have 
been hired, engaged or employed, or are about to be hired, engaged or employed, to join or 
become members of an unlawful assembly, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(8) Whoever is engaged, or hired, or offers or attempts to be hired or engaged, to do or 
assist in doing any of the acts specified in sub-section (/), shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 


(9) Whoever, being so engaged or hired as referred to in sub-section (8), goes armed, 
or engages or offers to go armed, with any deadly weapon or with anything which used as a 
weapon of offence is likely to cause death, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


188. If an offence is committed by any member of an unlawful assembly in prosecution 
of the common object of that assembly, or such as the members of that assembly knew to be 
likely to be committed in prosecution of that object, every person who, at the time of the 
committing of that offence, is a member of the same assembly, is guilty of that offence. 


189. (1) Whenever force or violence is used by an unlawful assembly, or by any 
member thereof, in prosecution of the common object of such assembly, every member of 
such assembly is guilty of the offence of rioting. 


(2) Whoever is guilty of rioting, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever is guilty of rioting, being armed with a deadly weapon or with anything 
which, used as a weapon of offence, is likely to cause death, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to’five years, or with fine, or 
with both. 


190.Whoever malignantly, or wantonly by doing anything which is illegal, gives 
provocation to any person intending or knowing it to be likely that such provocation will 
cause the offence of rioting to be committed, shall, if the offence of rioting be committed in 
consequence of such provocation, be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both; and if the offence of rioting 
be not committed, with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine, or with both. 
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Liability of 191. (1) Whenever any unlawful assembly or riot takes place, the owner or occupier of 
Seaupiee, etc, the land upon which such unlawful assembly is held, or such riot is committed, and any 
of land on person having or claiming an interest in such land, shall be punishable with fine not exceeding 
anes one thousand rupees, if he or his agent or manager, knowing that such offence is being or 
assembly Or has been committed, or having reason to believe it is likely to be committed, do not give the 5 
Tiot takes earliest notice thereof in his or their power to the officer in charge at the nearest police- 
place. ‘ : : - : : . 
station, and do not, in the case of his or their having reason to believe that it was about to be 
committed, use all lawful means in his or their power to prevent it and, in the event of its 
taking place, do not use all lawful means in his or their power to disperse or suppress the riot 
or unlawful assembly. 10 
(2) Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the 
owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot takes place or who claims any 
interest in such land, or in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has 
accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, such person shall be punishable with fine, if he or 
his agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was likely to be committed or 15 
that the unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed was likely to be held, shall not 
respectively use all lawful means in his or their power to prevent such assembly or riot from 
taking place, and for suppressing and dispersing the same. 
(3) Whenever a riot is committed for the benefit or on behalf of any person who is the 
owner or occupier of any land respecting which such riot takes place, or who claims any 20 
interest in such land, or in the subject of any dispute which gave rise to the riot, or who has 
accepted or derived any benefit therefrom, the agent or manager of such person shall be 
punishable with fine, if such agent or manager, having reason to believe that such riot was 
likely to be committed, or that the unlawful assembly by which such riot was committed was 
likely to be held, shall not use all lawful means in his power to prevent such riot or assembly 25 
from taking place and for suppressing and dispersing the same. 
Affray. 192. (1) When two or more persons, by fighting in a public place, disturb the public 
peace, they are said to commit an affray. 
(2) Whoever commits an affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to one thousand 30 
rupees, or with both. 
Assaulting or 193. (J) Whoever assaults or obstructs any public servant or uses criminal force on 
obstructing any public servant in the discharge of his duty in endeavouring to disperse an unlawful 
public servant . . a . 
STHEA assembly, or to suppress a riot or affray, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
supperssing description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine which shall not be less 35 
— than twenty-five thousand rupees, or with both. 
(2) Whoever threatens to assault or attempts to obstruct any public servant or threaten 
or attempts to use criminal force to any public servant in the discharge of his duty in 
endeavouring to disperse an unlawful assembly, or to suppress a riot or affray, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or +9 
with fine, or with both. 
Promoting 194. (2) Whoever— 
enmity . a " _ . 
between (a) by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible representations 
different or through electronic communication or otherwise, promotes or attempts to promote, 
eau — on grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, caste or community or 45 
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any other ground whatsoever, disharmony or feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will 
between different religious, racials, language or regional groups or castes or 
communities; or 
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(©) organises any exercise, movement, drill or other similar activity intending that 
5 the participants in such activity shall use or be trained to use criminal force or violence 
or knowing it to be likely that the participants in such activity will use or be trained to 
use criminal force or violence, or participates in such activity intending to use or be 
trained to use criminal force or violence or knowing it to be likely that the participants 
in such activity will use or be trained to use criminal force or violence, against any 
10 _ religious, racial, language or regional group or caste or community and such activity 
for any reason whatsoever causes of is likely to cause fear or alarm or a feeling of 
insecurity amongst members of such religious, racial, language or regional group or 
caste or community, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
15 both. 
(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any place of worship 
or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be liable [| 
to fine. 
20195. (I) Whoever, by words either spoken or written or by signs or by visible Imputations, 
assertions 
representations or through electronic communication or otherwise — Peles 
(@ makes or publishes any imputation that any class of persons cannot, by PAlonal 
integration. 
reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or 
caste or community, bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law 
25 _ established or uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India; or 
(b) asserts, counsels, advises, propagates or publishes that any class of persons 
shall, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or regional 
‘group or caste or community, be denied, or deprived of their rights as citizens of India; or 
(©) makes or publishes any assertion, counsel, plea or appeal concerning the 
30 obligation of any class of persons, by reason of their being members of any religious, 
racial, language or regional group or caste or community, and such assertion, counsel, 
plea or appeal causes ors likely to cause disharmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or 
ill-will between such members and other persons; or 
(@) makes or publishes false or misleading information jeopardising the 
35 _ sovereignty unity and integrity or security of India, 
shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with 
both. 
(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (/) in any place of worship 
or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies, 
40 shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 
CHAPTER XII 
OF OFFENCES BY OR RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVANTS 
196. Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any direction of the law as Public servant 
45. to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such public servant, intending to cause, or #sobeying law, 
knowing it to be likely that he will by such disobedience, cause injury to any person, shalll be cause injury to 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or _Y Person. 
with both. 
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Illustration. 


A, being an officer directed by law to take property in execution, in order to satisfy a 
decree pronounced in Z’s favour by a Court, knowingly disobeys that direction of law, with 
the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause injury to Z. A has committed the offence 


defined in this section. 5 
Public servant 197. Whoever, being a public servant,— 
disobeying 
as under (a) knowingly disobeys any direction of the law which prohibits him from requiring 
; the attendance at any place of any person for the purpose of investigation into an 
offence or any other matter; or 
(b) knowingly disobeys, to the prejudice of any person, any other direction of 10 
the law regulating the manner in which he shall conduct such investigation; or 
(c) fails to record any information given to him under sub-section (1) of 
section 174 of the Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 in relation to cognizable 
offence punishable under section 64, section 65 section 66, section 67, section 68, 
section 71, section 73, section 76, section 122 or section 141 or section 142, 15 
shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
six months but which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
198. Whoever, being in charge of a hospital, public or private, whether run by the 
Punishment Central Government, the State Government, local bodies or any other person, contravenes 
——, of _ the provisions of section 449 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, shall be 20 
victim. punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine or with 
both. 
199. Whoever, being a public servant, and being, as such public servant, charged with 
Public servant the preparation or translation of any document or electronic record, frames, prepares or 
——; . translates that document or electronic record in a manner which he knows or believes to be 25 
document with incorrect, intending thereby to cause or knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause 
= to cause injury to any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 
200. Whoever, being a public servant, and being legally bound as such public servant 
Public servant not to engage in trade, engages in trade, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a 30 
I term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both/or with community service. 
~ 201. Whoever, being a public servant, and being legally bound as such public servant, 
Public servant not to purchase or bid for certain property, purchases or bids for that property, either in his 
— own name or in the name of another, or jointly, or in shares with others, shall be punished 
bidding for with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; 35 
EESveniys and the property, if purchased, shall be confiscated. 
202. Whoever pretends to hold any particular office as a public servant, knowing that 
Personating a _ he does not hold such office or falsely personates any other person holding such office, and 
Public servant. in such assumed character does or attempts to do any act under colour of such office, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than 40 
six months but which may extend to three years and with fine. 
203. Whoever, not belonging to a certain class of public servants, wears any garb or 
Wearing garb —_ carries any token resembling any garb or token used by that class of public servants, with 
——— by the intention that it may be believed, or with the knowledge that it is likely to be believed, that 
public servant he belongs to that class of public servants, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 45 


with fraudulent 
intent. 


description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 
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CHAPTER XIII 


Or ConTEmPTS OF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC SERVANTS 


204. Whoever absconds in order to avoid being served with a summons, notice or 
order proceeding from any public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to issue 
such summons, notice or order,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where such summons or notice or order is to attend in person or by agent, or 
to produce a document or an electronic record in a\Court shall punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


205. Whoever in any manner intentionally prevents the serving on himself, or on any 
other person, of any summons, notice or order proceeding from any public servant legally 
competent, as such public servant, to issue such summons, notice or order, or intentionally 
prevents the lawful affixing to any place of any such summons, notice or orderor intentionally 
removes any such summons, notice or order from any place to which it is lawfully affixed or 
intentionally prevents the lawful making of any proclamation, under the authority of any 
public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to direct such proclamation to be 
made,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in person or by 
agent, or to produce a document or electronic record in a/Court with simple imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to ten 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


206. Whoever, being legally bound to attend in person or by an agent at a certain place 
and time in obedience to a summons, notice, order, or proclamation proceeding from any 
public servant legally competent, as such public servant, to issue the same, intentionally 
omits to attend at that place or time or departs from the place where he is bound to attend 
before the time at which it is lawful for him to depart,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month, or with fine which may extend to (five thousand rupees, or with both; 


(b) where the summons, notice, order or proclamation is to attend in person or by 
agent in a Court with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to\ten thousand rupees,or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, being legally bound to appear before a High Court, in obedience to a 
subpoena issuing from that Court, intentionally omits to appear. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


(b) A, being legally bound to appear before a District Judge, as a witness, in 
obedience to a summons issued by that District Judge intentionally omits to appear. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


207. Whoever fails to appear at the specified place and the specified time as required 
by a proclamation published under sub-section (/) of section 84 of the Bhartiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three years or with fine or with both\or with community service, and where a declaration has 
been made under sub-section (4) of that section pronouncing him as a proclaimed offender, 
he shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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soma a 208. Whoever, being legally bound to produce or deliver up any document or electronic 


document to record to any public servant, as such, intentionally omits so to produce or deliver up the 


public servant same,— 
by person 
legally bound 


: (a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
to produce it. 


one month, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 5 


(b) and where the document or electronic record is to be produced or delivered 
up to a\Court)with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or 
with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustration. 


A, being legally bound to produce a document before a District Court, intentionally 10 
omits to produce the same. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Orie one 209. Whoever, being legally bound to give any notice or to furnish information on any 
give notice or — subject to any public servant, as such, intentionally omits to give such notice or to furnish 


information to , asl 2 ° 
public servant such information in the manner and at the time required by law,— 


by person e . : : ‘ : 
legally bound (a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 15 
to give it. one month, or with fine which may extend to (five thousand rupees, or with both; 

(b) where the notice or information required to be given respects the commission 
of an offence, or is required for the purpose of preventing the commission of an 
offence, or in order to the apprehension of an offender, with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to\ten thousand 20 
rupees, or with both; 

(c) where the notice or information required to be given is required by an order 
passed under section 447 of the Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 25 

Furnishing 210. Whoever, being legally bound to furnish information on any subject to any 
— ; public servant, as such, furnishes, as true, information on the subject which he knows or has 
information. 


reason to believe to be false,— 


(a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 30 


(b) where the information which he is legally bound to give respects the 
commission of an offence, or is required for the purpose of preventing the commission 
of an offence, or in order to the apprehension of an offender, with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations. 35 


(a) A, a landholder, knowing of the commission of a murder within the limits of 
his estate, wilfully misinforms the Magistrate of the district that the death has occurred 
by accident in consequence of the bite of a snake. A is guilty of the offence defined in 
this section. 


(b) A, a village watchman, knowing that a considerable body of strangers has 40 
passed through his village in order to commit a dacoity in the house of Z, residing in a 
neighbouring place, and being section 28 of the Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 
2023 to give early and punctual information of the above fact to the officer of the 
nearest police-station, wilfully misinforms the police officer that a body of suspicious 
characters passed through the village with a view to commit dacoity inacertain distant 45 
place in a different direction. Here A is guilty of the offence defined in the latter part of 
this section. 
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Explanation.—In section 209 and in this section the word “offence” include any act 
committed at any place out of India, which, if committed in India, would be punishable 
under any of the following sections, namely, 97, 99, 172, 173, 174, 175, 301, clauses (b) to 
(d) of section 303, sections 304, 305, 306, 320, 325 and 326 and the word “offender” 
includes any person who is alleged to have been guilty of any such act. 


211. Whoever refuses to bind himself by an oath or affirmation to state the truth, 
when required so to bind himself by a public servant legally competent to require that he 
shall so bind himself, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


212. Whoever, being legally bound to state the truth on any subject to any public 
servant, refuses to answer any question demanded of him touching that subject by such 
public servant in the exercise of the legal powers of such public servant, shall be punished 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


213. Whoever refuses to sign any statement made by him, when required to sign 
that statement by a public servant legally competent to require that he shall sign that 
statement, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three months, or with fine which may extend to three thousand rupees, or with both. 


214. Whoever, being legally bound by an oath or affirmation to state the truth on 
any subject to any public servant or other person authorised by law to administer such 
oath or affirmation, makes, to such public servant or other person as aforesaid, touching 
that subject, any statement which is false, and which he either knows or believes to be 
false or does not believe to be true, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


215. Whoever gives to any public servant any information which he knows or 
believes to be false, intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he will 
thereby cause, such public servant— 


(a) to do or omit anything which such public servant ought not to do or omit 
if the true state of facts respecting which such information is given were known by 
him; or 


(b) to use the lawful power of such public servant to the injury or annoyance 
of any person, 


shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
one year, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A informs a Magistrate that Z, a police-officer, subordinate to such Magistrate, 
has been guilty of neglect of duty or misconduct, knowing such information to be false, 
and knowing it to be likely that the information will cause the Magistrate to dismiss Z. A 
has committed the offence defined in this section. 


(b) A falsely informs a public servant that Z has contraband salt in a secret place, 
knowing such information to be false, and knowing that it is likely that the consequence 
of the information will be a search of Z’s premises, attended with annoyance to Z. A has 
committed the offence defined in this section. 
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(c) A falsely informs a policeman that he has been assaulted and robbed in the 
neighbourhood of a particular village. He does not mention the name of any person as one 
of his assailants, but knows it to be likely that in consequence of this information the 
police will make enquiries and institute searches in the village to the annoyance of the 


villagers or some of them. A has committed an offence under this section. 5 
216. Whoever offers any resistance to the taking of any property by the lawful 
ee = authority of any public servant, knowing or having reason to believe that he is such 
e taking o ; ; cece ; seat . 
property — public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
the lawful may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with 
authority of a both 10 
public servant. , 
217. Whoever intentionally obstructs any sale of property offered for sale by the 
Obstructing lawful authority of any public servant, as such, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
oaiema either description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 
property fi ia d ° h b h 
GRETSARORISAS extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 
by authority of 
public servant. : . 
218. Whoever, at any sale of property held by the lawful authority of a public 15 
Illegal purchase servant, as such, purchases or bids for any property on account of any person, whether 
a himself or any other, whom he knows to be under a legal incapacity to purchase that 
property " = 7 . . 
offered for sale Property at that sale, or bids for such property not intending to perform the obligations 
by authority of under which he lays himself by such bidding, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
public servant. ither description for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may 20 
extend to two hundred rupees, or with both. 
219. Whoever voluntarily obstructs any public servant in the discharge of his 
Obstructing public functions, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
— aed which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to two thousand five 
in discnarge oO 2 
public ‘“ hundred rupees, or with both. 25 
functions. 
220. Whoever, being bound by law to render or furnish assistance to any public 
Omission to servant in the execution of his public duty, intentionally omits to give such assistance,— 
assist public 
servant when (a) shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend 
— by law to one month, or with fine which may extend to two thousand five hundred rupees, 
0 give Ss ; 
ASSIS TARGE: or with both; 30 
(b) and where such assistance be demanded of him by a public servant legally 
competent to make such demand for the purposes of executing any process lawfully 
issued by a Court or of preventing the commission of an offence, or suppressing a 
riot, or affray, or of apprehending a person charged with or guilty of an offence, or 
of having escaped from lawful custody, shall be punished with simple imprisonment 35 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees, or with both. 
221. Whoever, knowing that, by an order promulgated by a public servant lawfully 
Disobedience | empowered to promulgate such order, he is directed to abstain from a certain act, or to take 
ta — — certain order with certain property in his possession or under his management, disobeys 40 
t aed 
——) ° such direction,— 
— (a) shall, if such disobedience causes or tends to cause obstruction, annoyance 
or injury, or risk of obstruction, annoyance or injury, to any persons lawfully employed, 
be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to\six months or 
with fine which may extend to two thousand five hundred rupees, or with both; 45 
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(b) and where such disobedience causes or tends to cause danger to human. 
life, health or safety, or causes or tends to cause a riot or affray, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 
5 Explanation.—It is not necessary that the offender should intend to produce harm, 
‘or contemplate his disobedience as likely to produce harm. It is sufficient that he knows of 
the order which he disobeys, and that his disobedience produces, or is likely to produce, 
harm. 
Illustration. 
10 An order is promulgated by a public servant lawfully empowered to promulgate 
such order, directing that a religious procession shall not pass down a certain street. A 
knowingly disobeys the order, and thereby causes danger of riot. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 
222. Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any public servant, or to any person Threat of 
15 in whom he believes that public servant to be interested, for the purpose of inducing that iiUury t 
public servant to do any act, or to forbear or delay to do any act, connected with the Ps Servant 
exercise of the public functions of such public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 
223. Whoever holds out any threat of injury to any person for the purpose of Threat of 
20 inducing that person to refrain or desist from making a legal application for protection ‘uty '° 
induce person 
against any injury to any public servant legally empowered as such to give such protection, g refrain 
‘or to cause such protection to be given, shall be punished with imprisonment of either from applying 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. Giiaenian 
to public: 
servant. 


224. Whoever attempts to commit suicide with the intent to compel or restrain any Attempt to 
25 public servant from discharging his official duty shall be punished with simple imprisonment a —— 
for a term which may extend to one year or with fine or with both or with community °° “OOPS °F 


restraint 
service. exercise of 
lawful power. 
CHAPTER XIV 
OF Fase EVIDENCE AND OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE 
30 Giving false 
evidence. 


35 made verbally or otherwise. 
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231. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true or genuine evidence any 
evidence which he knows to be false or fabricated, shall be punished in the same manner 
as if he gave or fabricated false evidence. 


Issuing or 232. Whoever issues or signs any certificate required by law to be given or signed, 
—— — or relating to any fact of which such certificate is by law admissible in evidence, knowing 5 
certilicate. . 3 ouge . . : . : : 
or believing that such certificate is false in any material point, shall be punished in the 
same manner as if he gave false evidence. 
Using as true a 233. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use any such certificate as a true 
a certificate, knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be punished in the 
t : ; 
aa ° °© same manner as if he gave false evidence. 10 
False 234. Whoever, in any declaration made or subscribed by him, which declaration any 
caer Court or any public servant or other person, is bound or authorised by law to receive as 
made 1n 
AESISAION evidence of any fact, makes any statement which is false, and which he either knows or 
which is by believes to be false or does not believe to be true, touching any point material to the 
a mera object for which the declaration is made or used, shall be punished in the same manner as_ 15 
as evidence. 
if he gave false evidence. 
Using as true 235. Whoever corruptly uses or attempts to use as true any such declaration, 
such knowing the same to be false in any material point, shall be punished in the same manner 
declaration rae fal a 
knowing it to 48 if he gave false evidence. 
be false. . Paeees, _ 

Explanation.—A declaration which is inadmissible merely upon the ground of some 20 
informality, is a declaration within the meaning of section 234 and this section. 

Causing 236.Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 
disappearance committed, causes any evidence of the commission of that offence to disappear, with the 
of evidence of . 2 f . PERCE _— _ ve ‘ : 
CHSTCENGS intention of screening the offender from legal punishment, or with that intention gives any 
giving false information respecting the offence which he knows or believes to be false shall,— 25 
information 
touscreen (a) if the offence which he knows or believes to have been committed is 
offender. punishable with death be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 

(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment 

which may extend to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of either description 30 

for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 

(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for any term not extending 

to ten years, be punished with imprisonment of the description provided for the 

offence, for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of the 

imprisonment provided for the offence, or with fine, or with both. 35 

Illustration. 

A, knowing that B has murdered Z, assists B to hide the body with the intention of 
screening B from punishment. A is liable to imprisonment of either description for seven 
years, and also to fine. 

Intentional 237. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 40 
ee committed, intentionally omits to give any information respecting that offence which he is 

1ve - . “ . " : — 
anaes legally bound to give, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 


of offence by 
person bound 
to inform. 


which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, 
or with both. 
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238.Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 
committed, gives any information respecting that offence which he knows or believes to 
be false, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.—In sections 236 and 237 and in this section the word “offence” 
includes any act committed at any place out of India, which, if committed in India, would 
be punishable under any of the following sections, namely, 97, 99, 172, 173, 174, 175, 
301,303, 304, 305, 306, 320, 325 and 326. 


239. Whoever secretes or destroys any document or electronic record which he 
may be lawfully compelled to produce as evidence in a Court or in any proceeding lawfully 
held before a public servant, as such, or obliterates or renders illegible the whole or any 
part of such document or electronic record with the intention of preventing the same from 
being produced or used as evidence before such Court or public servant as aforesaid, or 
after he shall have been lawfully summoned or required to produce the same for that 
purpose, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


240. Whoever falsely personates another, and in such assumed character makes 
any admission or statement, or confesses judgment, or causes any process to be issued or 
becomes bail or security, or does any other act in any suit or criminal prosecution, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


241. Whoever fraudulently removes, conceals, transfers or delivers to any person 
any property or any interest therein, intending thereby to prevent that property or interest 
therein from being taken as a forfeiture or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which 
has been pronounced, or which he knows to be likely to be pronounced, by a Court or 
other competent authority, or from being taken in execution of a decree or order which has 
been made, or which he knows to be likely to be made by a Court in a civil suit, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


242. Whoever fraudulently accepts, receives or claims any property or any interest 
therein, knowing that he has no right or rightful claim to such property or interest, or 
practices any deception touching any right to any property or any interest therein, 
intending thereby to prevent that property or interest therein from being taken as a forfeiture 
or in satisfaction of a fine, under a sentence which has been pronounced, or which he 
knows to be likely to be pronounced by a Court or other competent authority, or from 
being taken in execution of a decree or order which has been made, or which he knows to 
be likely to be made by a Court in a civil suit, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


243. Whoever fraudulently causes or suffers a decree or order to be passed against 
him at the suit of any person for a sum not due or for a larger sum than is due to such 
person or for any property or interest in property to which such person is not entitled, or 
fraudulently causes or suffers a decree or order to be executed against him after it has 
been satisfied, or for anything in respect of which it has been satisfied, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, or with 
fine, or with both. 
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offence, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


251. Whenever any person convicted of or charged with an offence, being in lawful 
custody for that offence, escapes from such custody, or whenever a public servant, in the 
exercise of the lawful powers of such public servant, orders a certain person to be 
apprehended for an offence, whoever, knowing of such escape or order for apprehension, 
harbours or conceals that person with the intention of preventing him from being 
apprehended, shall be punished in the manner following, namely:— 


(a) if the offence for which the person was in custody or is ordered to be 
apprehended is punishable with death, he shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine; 


(b) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for 
ten years, he shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, with or without fine; 


(c) if the offence is punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one 
year and not to ten years, he shall be punished with imprisonment of the description 
provided for the offence for a term which may extend to one-fourth part of the 
longest term of the imprisonment provided for such offence, or with fine, or with 
both. 


Explanation.—“Offence” in this section includes also any act or omission of which 
a person is alleged to have been guilty out of India, which, if he had been guilty of it in 
India, would have been punishable as an offence, and for which he is, under any law 
relating to extradition, or otherwise, liable to be apprehended or detained in custody in 
India, and every such act or omission shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to 
be punishable as if the accused person had been guilty of it in India. 


Exception.—The provision does not extend to the case in which the harbour or 
concealment is by the spouse of the person to be apprehended. 


252. Whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that any persons are about to 
commit or have recently committed robbery or dacoity, harbours them or any of them, with 
the intention of facilitating the commission of such robbery or dacoity, or of screening 
them or any of them from punishment, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section it is immaterial whether the robbery 
or dacoity is intended to be committed, or has been committed, within or without India. 


Exception.—This section does not extend to the case in which the harbour is by the 
spouse of the offender. 


253. Whoever, being a public servant, knowingly disobeys any direction of the law 
as to the way in which he is to conduct himself as such public servant, intending thereby 
to save, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal 
punishment, or subject him to a less punishment than that to which he is liable, or with 
intent to save, or knowing that he is likely thereby to save, any property from forfeiture or 
any charge to which it is liable by law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 
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254. Whoever, being a public servant, and being as such public servant, charged 
with the preparation of any record or other writing, frames that record or writing in a 
manner which he knows to be incorrect, with intent to cause, or knowing it to be likely that 
he will thereby cause, loss or injury to the public or to any person, or with intent thereby 
to save, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby save, any person from legal 
punishment, or with intent to save, or knowing that he is likely thereby to save, any 
property from forfeiture or other charge to which it is liable by law, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, 
or with both. 


255. Whoever, being a public servant, corruptly or maliciously makes or pronounces 
in any stage of a judicial proceeding, any report, order, verdict, or decision which he 
knows to be contrary to law, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


256. Whoever, being in any office which gives him legal authority to commit persons 
for trial or to confinement, or to keep persons in confinement, corruptly or maliciously 
commits any person for trial or to confinement, or keeps any person in confinement, in the 
exercise of that authority knowing that in so doing he is acting contrary to law, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


257. Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend or to keep in confinement any person charged with or liable to be apprehended 
for an offence, intentionally omits to apprehend such person, or intentionally suffers such 
person to escape, or intentionally aids such person in escaping or attempting to escape 
from such confinement, shall be punished,— 


(a) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to 
have been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to be apprehended for, an 
offence punishable with death; or 


(b) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have 
been apprehended, was charged with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence 
punishable with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to ten years; or 


(c) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two 
years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement, or who ought to have been 
apprehended, was charged with, or liable to be apprehended for, an offence 
punishable with imprisonment for a term less than ten years. 


258. Whoever, being a public servant, legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend or to keep in confinement any person under sentence of a Court for any 
offence or lawfully committed to custody, intentionally omits to apprehend such person, 
or intentionally suffers such person to escape or intentionally aids such person in escaping 
or attempting to escape from such confinement, shall be punished,— 


(a) with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to fourteen years, with or without fine, if the person in 
confinement, or who ought to have been apprehended, is under sentence of 
death; or 
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(b) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years, with or without fine, if the person in confinement or who ought to have 
been apprehended, is subject, by a sentence of a Court or by virtue of a commutation 
of such sentence, to imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term of ten years, or 


upwards; or 5 
(c) with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, or with fine, or with both, if the person in confinement or who ought to 

have been apprehended is subject by a sentence of a Court to imprisonment for a 

term not extending to ten years or if the person was lawfully committed to custody. 

Escape from 259. Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public servant to keep 10 
confinement —_jn confinement any person charged with or convicted of any offence or lawfully committed 
or custody to custody, negligently suff h t f fi t, shall be punished 
reclieeat 0 custody, negligently suffers such person to escape from confinement, shall be punishe 
suffered by with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
public servant. both. 
Resistance or 260. Whoever intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful 15 
obstruction by apprehension of himself for any offence with which he is charged or of which he has been 
a person to his , f : ‘ : fi 
lawful convicted, or escapes or attempts to escape from any custody in which he is lawfully 
apprehension. detained for any such offence, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 

for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 

Explanation. —The punishment in this section is in addition to the punishment for 20 
which the person to be apprehended or detained in custody was liable for the offence with 
which he was charged, or of which he was convicted. 

Resistance or 261. Whoever intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction to the lawful 
obstruction to apprehension of any other person for an offence, or rescues or attempts to rescue any 
tal other person from any custody in which that person is lawfully detained for an offence,— 25 
apprehension 
of another 3 aatets : : cee : 
person. (a) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both; 
(b) if the person to be apprehended, or the person rescued or attempted to be 
rescued, is charged with or liable to be apprehended for an offence punishable with 

imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, shall 30 

be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 

three years, and shall also be liable to fine; 
(c) if the person to be apprehended, or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, 

is charged with or liable to be apprehended for an offence punishable with death, 

shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 35 

extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 

(d) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is 
liable under the sentence of a Court or by virtue of a commutation of such a sentence, 

to imprisonment for life, or imprisonment, for a term of ten years, or upwards, shall 

be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 40 


seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; 


(e) if the person to be apprehended or rescued, or attempted to be rescued, is 
under sentence of death, shall be punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment 
of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


45 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC 
Red = Changes within provisions 


Green = Fresh additions 


10 


15 


20 


25 


30 


40 


45 


Every clause has been annotated 


with corresponding IPC sections. 


Deleted 


73 


262. Whoever, being a public servant legally bound as such public servant to 
apprehend, or to keep in confinement, any person in any case not provided for in'section 257, 
section 258 or section 259, or in any other law for the time being in force, omits to apprehend 
that person or suffers him to escape from confinement, shall be punished— 


(a) if he does so intentionally, with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to three years, or with fine or with both; and 


(b) if he does so negligently, with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


263. Whoever, in any case not provided for in section 260 or section 261 or in any 
other law for the time being in force, intentionally offers any resistance or illegal obstruction 
to the lawful apprehension of himself or of any other person, or escapes or attempts to 
escape from any custody in which he is lawfully detained, or rescues or attempts to rescue 
any other person from any custody in which that person is lawfully detained, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine, or with both. 


264. Whoever, having accepted any conditional remission of punishment, knowingly 
violates any condition on which such remission was granted, shall be punished with the 
punishment to which he was originally sentenced, if he has already suffered no part of that 
punishment, and if he has suffered any part of that punishment, then with so much of that 
punishment as he has not already suffered. 


265. Whoever intentionally offers any insult, or causes any interruption to any public 
servant, while such public servant is sitting in any stage of a judicial proceeding, shall be 
punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


266. Whoever, by personation or otherwise, shall intentionally cause, or knowingly 
suffer himself to be returned, empanelled or sworn as an assessor in any case in which he 
knows that he is not entitled by law to be so returned, empanelled or sworn, or knowing 
himself to have been so returned, empanelled or sworn contrary to law, shall voluntarily 
serve(on such assessor, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


267. Whoever, having been charged with an offence and released on bail or on bond 
without sureties, fails without sufficient cause (the burden of proving which shall lie upon 
him), to appear in court in accordance with the terms of the bail or bond, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both. 


Explanation.—The punishment under this section is— 


(a) in addition to the punishment to which the offender would be liable on a 
conviction for the offence with which he has been charged; and 


(b) without prejudice to the power of the court to order forfeiture of the bond. 
CHAPTER XV 


OF OFFENCES AFFECTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, CONVENIENCE, DECENCY AND 
MORALS 


268. A person is guilty of a public nuisance who does any act or is guilty of an illegal 
omission which causes any common injury, danger or annoyance to the public or to the 
people in general who dwell or occupy property in the vicinity, or which must necessarily 
cause injury, obstruction, danger or annoyance to persons who may have occasion to use 
any public right but a common nuisance is not excused on the ground that it causes some 
convenience or advantage. 
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269. Whoever unlawfully or negligently does any act which is, and which he knows or 
has reason to believe to be, likely to spread the infection of any disease dangerous to life, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine, or with both. 


Malignant act 270. Whoever malignantly does any act which is, and which he knows or has reason 5 
— — the believe to be, likely to spread the infection of any disease dangerous to life, shall be 
disease dangerous punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 

to life. or with fine, or with both. 

Disobedience 271. Whoever knowingly disobeys any rule(made by the Government for putting any 
—-—peemee mode of transport into a state of quarantine, or for regulating the intercourse of any such 10 
transport in a state of quarantine or for regulating the intercourse between places where an 

infectious disease prevails and other places, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with both. 

Adulteration 272. Whoever adulterates any article of food or drink, so as to make such article 

romana deq 2Oxious as food or drink, intending to sell such article as food or drink, or knowing it to be 15 

ORESRIEY likely that the same will be sold as food or drink, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 

Sale of noxious 273. Whoever sells, or offers or exposes for sale, as food or drink, any article which 

food or drink. has been rendered or has become noxious, or is in a state unfit for food or drink, knowing or 20 
having reason to believe that the same is noxious as food or drink, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 

Adulteradon 274. Whoever adulterates any drug or medical preparation in such a manner as to 

of drugs. lessen the efficacy or change the operation of such drug or medical preparation, or to make 25 
it noxious, intending that it shall be sold or used for, or knowing it to be likely that it will be 
sold or used for, any medicinal purpose, as if it had not undergone such adulteration, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine which may extend to/(five thousand rupees, or with both. 

SaleEnh 275. Whoever, knowing any drug or medical preparation to have been adulterated in 30 

adulterated such a manner as to lessen its efficacy, to change its operation, or to render it noxious, sells 

ange the same, or offers or exposes it for sale, or issues it from any dispensary for medicinal 
purposes as unadulterated, or causes it to be used for medicinal purposes by any person not 
knowing of the adulteration, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to\five thousandrupees, 35 
or with both. 

Sale of drug as 276. Whoever knowingly sells, or offers or exposes for sale, or issues from a dispensary 

so agg for medicinal purposes, any drug or medical preparation, as a different drug or medical 

aasiali air preparation, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 40 

Fouling water 277. Whoever voluntarily corrupts or fouls the water of any public spring or reservoir, 

—-I so as to render it less fit for the purpose for which it is ordinarily used, shall be punished with 

reservoir. imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to\six months, or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 

Making 278. Whoever voluntarily vitiates the atmosphere in any place so as to make it noxious 45 

———+ to the health of persons in general dwelling or carrying on business in the neighbourhood or 

HEAIGHR passing along a public way, shall be punished with fine which may extend to/one thousand 
rupees. 

Rash driving 279. Whoever drives any vehicle, or rides, on any public way in a manner so rash or 

or riding ona negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other 50 
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person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


280. Whoever navigates any vessel in a manner so rash or negligent as to endanger 
human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine 
which may extend to ten thousand rupees, or with both. 


281. Whoever exhibits any false light, mark or buoy, intending or knowing it to be 
likely that such exhibition will mislead any navigator, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and with fine which shall not 
be less than ten thousand rupees. 


282. Whoever knowingly or negligently conveys, or causes to be conveyed for hire, 
any person by water in any vessel, when that vessel is in such a state or so loaded as to 
endanger the life of that person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to\five thousand 
rupees, or with both. 


283. Whoever, by doing any act, or by omitting to take order with any property in his 
possession or under his charge, causes danger, obstruction or injury to any person in any 
public way or public line of navigation, shall be punished, with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees. 


284. Whoever does, with any poisonous substance, any act in a manner so rash or 
negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any person or 
knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any poisonous substance in his 
possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such 
poisonous substance, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to'five thousand rupees, or 
with both. 


285. Whoever does, with fire or any combustible matter, any act so rashly or negligently 
as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person or 
knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any fire or any combustible matter in 
his possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such 
fire or combustible matter, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, 
or with both. 


286. Whoever does, with any explosive substance, any act so rashly or negligently as 
to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other person, or 
knowingly or negligently omits to take such order with any explosive substance in his 
possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from that 
substance, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


287. Whoever does, with any machinery, any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger 
human life or to be likely to cause hurt or injury to any other personor knowingly or negligently 
omits to take such order with any machinery in his possession or under his care as is 
sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life from such machinery, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six months, 
or with fine which may extend to\five thousand rupees, or with both. 


288. Whoever, in pulling down, repairing or constructingany building, knowingly or 
negligently omits to take such measures with that building as is sufficient to guard against 
any probable danger to human life from the fall of that building, or of any part thereof, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 
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Negligent 289. Whoever knowingly or negligently omits to take such measures with any animal 
ee — in his possession as is sufficient to guard against any probable danger to human life, or any 
— . probable danger of grievous hurt from such animal, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
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either description for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


290. Whoever commits a public nuisance in any case not otherwise punishable by this 
Sanhita shall be punished with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees. 


291. Whoever repeats or continues a public nuisance, having been enjoined by any 
public servant who has lawful authority to issue such injunction not to repeat or continue 
such nuisance, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
six months, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 


292. (/) For the purposes of sub-section (2), a book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, 
painting, representation, figure or any other object, including display of any content in 
electronic form shall be deemed to be obscene if it is lascivious or appeals to the prurient 
interest or if its effect, or (where it comprises two or more distinct items) the effect of any one 
of its items, is, if taken as a whole, such as to tend to deprave and corrupt persons who are 
likely, having regard to all relevant circumstances, to read, see or hear the matter contained or 
embodied in it. 


(2) Whoever— 


(a) sells, lets to hire, distributes, publicly exhibits or in any manner puts into 
circulation, or for purposes of sale, hire, distribution, public exhibition or circulation, 
makes, produces or has in his possession any obscene book, pamphlet, paper, drawing, 
painting, representation or figure or any other obscene object whatsoever in whatever 
manner; or 


(b) imports, exports or conveys any obscene object for any of the purposes 
aforesaid, or knowing or having reason to believe that such object will be sold, let to 
hire, distributed or publicly exhibited or in any manner put into circulation; or 


(c) takes part in or receives profits from any business in the course of which he 
knows or has reason to believe that any such obscene objects are, for any of the 
purposes aforesaid, made produced, purchased, kept, imported, exported, conveyed, 
publicly exhibited or in any manner put into circulation; or 


(d) advertises or makes known by any means whatsoever that any person is 
engaged or is ready to engage in any act which is an offence under this section, or that 
any such obscene object can be procured from or through any person; or 


(e) offers or attempts to do any act which is an offence under this section, 


shall be punished on first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to two years, and with fine which may extend to five thousand 
rupees, and, in the event of a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to five years, and also with fine which 
may extend to ten thousand rupees. 


Exception.—This section does not extend to— 


(a) any book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, representation or 
figure— 


(i) the publication of which is proved to be justified as being for the public 
good on the ground that such book, pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting, 
representation or figure is in the interest of science, literature, art or learning or 
other objects of general concern; or 
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298. Whoever voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly lawfully engaged in 
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Trespassing on 299. Whoever, with the intention of wounding the feelings of any person, or of insulting 
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719 
(f) Afinds a ring belonging to Z on a table in the house which Z occupies. Here the ring | 
is in Z’s possession, and if A dishonestly removes it, A commits theft. 
(g) A finds a ring lying on the highroad, not in the possession of any person. A, by, 
taking it, commits no theft, though he may commit criminal misappropriation of property. 

5 (A) A sees a ring belonging to Z lying on a table in Z’s house. Not venturing to. 
misappropriate the ring immediately for fear of search and detection, A hides the ring in a 
place where it is highly improbable that it will ever be found by Z, with the intention of taking 
the ring from the hiding place and selling it when the loss is forgotten. Here A, at the time of 
first moving the ring, commits theft. 

10 (i) A delivers his watch to Z, a jeweler, to be regulated. Z carries it to his shop. A, not. 
owing to the jeweler any debt for which the jeweler might lawfully detain the watch as a 
security, enters the shop openly, takes his watch by force out of Z’s hand, and carries it away. 
Here A, though he may have committed criminal trespass and assault, has not committed 
theft, inasmuch as what he did was not done dishonestly. 

15 (j) IfA owes money to Z for repairing the watch, and if Z retains the watch lawfully as_ 
a security for the debt, and A takes the watch out of Z’s possession, with the intention of 
depriving Z of the property as a security for his debt, he commits theft, inasmuch as he takes 
it dishonestly. 

(k) Again, if A, having pawned his watch to Z, takes it out of Z’s possession without 

20 2Z’s consent, not having paid what he borrowed on the watch, he commits theft, though the: 
watch is his own property inasmuch as he takes it dishonestly. 

() A takes an article belonging to Z out of Z’s possession without Z’s consent, with 
the intention of keeping it until he obtains money from Z as a reward for its restoration. Here 
A takes dishonestly; A has therefor committed theft. 

25 (m) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z’s library in Z’s absence, and takes 
away a book without Z’s express consent for the purpose merely of reading it, and with the 
intention of returning it. Here, it is probable that A may have conceived that he had Z’s 
implied consent to use Z’s book. If this was A’s impression, A has not committed theft. 

(n) Aasks charity from Z’s wife. She gives A money, food and clothes, which A knows, 

30 to belong to Z her husband. Here it is probable that A may conceive that Z’s wife is authorised 
to give away alms. If this was A’s impression, A has not committed theft. 

(0) Ais the paramour of Z’s wife. She gives a valuable property, which A knows to 
belong to her husband Z, and to be such property as she has no authority from Z to give. If 
A takes the property dishonestly, he commits theft. 

35 (p) A, in good faith, believing property belonging to Z to be A’s own property, takes 
that property out of Z’s possession. Here, as A does not take dishonestly, he does not 
‘commit theft. 

(2) Whoever commits theft shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 


for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both and in case of second 

40 or subsequent conviction of any person under this section, he shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend 
to five years and with fine: 


Provided that in cases of theft where the value of the stolen property is less than five 
thousand rupees, and a person is convicted for the first time, shall upon return of the value 
45 of property or restoration of the stolen property, shall be punished with community service. 
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‘shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
seven years and shall also be liable to fine. 15 
‘Theft by clerk 304. Whoever, being a clerk or servant, or being employed in the capacity of a clerk or 
or servant of servant, commits theft in respect of any property in the possession of his master or employer, 
Property i” shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
possession of 
‘master. ‘seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
Theft after 305. Whoever commits theft, having made preparation for causing death, or hurt, or 20 
Preparation —_restraint, or fear of death, or of hurt, or of restraint, to any person, in order to the committing 
made for 
causing death, ©! Such theft, or in order to the effecting of his escape after the committing of such theft, or 
hurt or re- in order to the retaining of property taken by such theft, shall be punished with rigorous 
straint in order imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
to the commit- 
ting of theft. Illustrations. 25 

(a) Acommits theft on property in Z’s possession; and while committing this theft, he 
has a loaded pistol under his garment, having provided this pistol for the purpose of hurting 
Z in case Z should resist. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 

(b) Apicks Z’s pocket, having posted several of his companions near him, in order that 
they may restrain Z, if Z should perceive what is passing and should resist, or should attempt 30 
to apprehend A. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 

Of Extortion 
Extortion. 306. (/) Whoever intentionally puts any person in fear of any injury to that person, or 
to any other, and thereby dishonestly induces the person so put in fear to deliver to any 
person any property, or valuable security or anything signed or sealed which may be converted 35 
into a valuable security, commits “extortion”. 
Illustrations. 
He thus induces Z to give him money. A has committed extortion. 

(b) A threatens Z that he will keep Z’s child in wrongful confinement, unless Z willsign 4 
and deliver to Aa promissory note binding Z to pay certain monies to A. Z sings and delivers 
the note. A has committed extortion. 

(c) A threatens to send club-men to plough up Z’s field unless Z will sign and deliver 
to B a bond binding Z under a penalty to deliver certain produce to B, and thereby induces 
Z to signs and deliver the bond. A has committed extortion. = 
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(d) A, by putting Z in fear of grievous hurt, dishonestly induces Z to sign or 
affix his seal to a blank paper and deliver it to A. Z signs and delivers the paper to A. 
Here, as the paper so signed may be converted into a valuable security. A has committed 
extortion. 


(2) Whoever commits extortion shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to\seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts any person in fear, or attempts 
to put any person in fear, of any injury, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or attempts to put any 
person in fear of death or of grievous hurt to that person or to any other, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of death or of grievous 
hurt to that person or to any other, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever, in order to the committing of extortion, puts or attempts to put any 
person in fear of an accusation, against that person or any other, of having committed, or 
attempted to commit, an offence punishable with death or with imprisonment for life, or with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(7) Whoever commits extortion by putting any person in fear of an accusation against 
that person or any other, of having committed or attempted to commit any offence punishable 
with death, or with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
ten years, or of having attempted to induce any other person to commit such offence, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of Robbery and Dacoity 
307. (/) In all robbery there is either theft or extortion. 


(2) Theft is “robbery” if, in order to the committing of the theft, or in committing the 
theft, or in carrying away or attempting to carry away property obtained by the theft, the 
offender, for that end voluntarily causes or attempts to cause to any person death or hurt or 
wrongful restraint, or fear of instant death or of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


(3) Extortion is “robbery” if the offender, at the time of committing the extortion, is in 
the presence of the person put in fear, and commits the extortion by putting that person in 
fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint to that person or to some 
other person, and, by so putting in fear, induces the person so put in fear then and there to 
deliver up the thing extorted. 


Explanation. —The offender is said to be present if he is sufficiently near to put the 
other person in fear of instant death, of instant hurt, or of instant wrongful restraint. 


Illustrations 


(a) A holds Z down, and fraudulently takes Z’s money and jewels from Z’s clothes, 
without Z’s consent. Here A has committed theft, and, in order to the committing of that theft, 
has voluntarily caused wrongful restraint to Z. A has therefore committed robbery. 
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(b) A meets Z on the high road, shows a pistol, and demands Z’s purse. Z, in 
consequence, surrenders his purse. Here A has extorted the purse from Z by putting him in 
fear of instant hurt, and being at the time of committing the extortion in his presence. A has 
therefore committed robbery. 


(c) Ameets Z and Z’s child on the high road. A takes the child, and threatens to fling it 
down a precipice, unless Z delivers his purse. Z, in consequence, delivers his purse. Here A 
has extorted the purse from Z, by causing Z to be in fear of instant hurt to the child who is 
there present. A has therefore committed robbery on Z. 


(d) A obtains property from Z by saying “‘Your child is in the hands of my gang, and will 
be put to death unless you send us ten thousand rupees’. This is extortion, and punishable 
as such: but it is not robbery, unless Z is put in fear of the instant death of his child. 


(2) Whoever commits robbery shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; and, if the robbery be committed 
on the highway between sunset and sunrise, the imprisonment may be extended to fourteen 
years. 


(3) Whoever attempts to commit robbery shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) If any person, in committing or in attempting to commit robbery, voluntarily causes 
hurt, such person, and any other person jointly concerned in committing or attempting to 
commit such robbery, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


308. (/) When five or more persons conjointly commit or attempt to commit a robbery, 
or where the whole number of persons conjointly committing or attempting to commit a 
robbery, and persons present and aiding such commission or attempt, amount to five or 
more, every person so committing, attempting or aiding, is said to commit “dacoity”. 


(2) Whoever commits dacoity shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


(3) If any one of five or more persons, who are conjointly committing dacoity, commits 
murder in so committing dacoity, every one of those persons shall be punished with death, 
or imprisonment for life, or rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever makes any preparation for committing dacoity, shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


(5) Whoever is one of five or more persons assembled for the purpose of committing 
dacoity, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(6) Whoever belongs to a gang of persons associated for the purpose of habitually 
committing dacoity, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


309. If, at the time of committing robbery or dacoity, the offender uses any deadly 
weapon, or causes grievous hurt to any person, or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt 
to any person, the imprisonment with which such offender shall be punished shall not be 
less than seven years. 


Attempt to 310. If, at the time of attempting to commit robbery or dacoity, the offender is armed 
commit with any deadly weapon, the imprisonment with which such offender shall be punished shall 
cea a not be less than seven years. 
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Si 311. Whoever belongs to any gang of persons associated in habitually committing Punishment 
theft or robbery, and not being a gang of dacoits, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment 0" belonging 
for a term which may extend to seven years, and shalll also be liable to fine. — 
robbers, 
Of Criminal misappropriation of property. AColi@ ete. 
5 312. Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use any movable Dishonest 
property, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not a 
be less than six months but which may extend to two years and with fine. 
property. 
Illustrations. 
(a) A takes property belonging to Z out of Z’s possession, in good faith believing at 
10 the time when he takes it, that the property belongs to himself. A is not guilty of theft; but if 
A, after discovering his mistake, dishonestly appropriates the property to his own use, he is 
‘guilty of an offence under this section. 
(b) A, being on friendly terms with Z, goes into Z’s library in Z’s absence, and takes 
away a book without Z’s express consent. Here, if A was under the impression that he had Z’s 
15 implied consent to take the book for the purpose of reading it, A has not committed theft. But, 
‘if A afterwards sells the book for his own benefit, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 
(c) A and B, being, joint owners of a horse. A takes the horse out of B’s possession, 
intending to use it. Here, as A has a right to use the horse, he does not dishonestly 
misappropriate it. But, if A sells the horse and appropriates the whole proceeds to his own 
20 use, he is guilty of an offence under this section. 
Explanation 1.—A dishonest misappropriation for a time only is a misappropriation 
within the meaning of this section. 
Illustration. 
A finds a Government promissory note belonging to Z, bearing a blank endorsement. 
25 A, knowing that the note belongs to Z, pledges it with a banker as a security for a loan, 
intending at a future time to restore it to Z. A has committed an offence under this section. 
Explanation 2.—A person who finds property not in the possession of any other 
person, and takes such property for the purpose of protecting it for, or of restoring it to, the 
owner, does not take or misappropriate it dishonestly, and is not guilty of an offence; but he 
30 is guilty of the offence above defined, if he appropriates it to his own use, when he knows or 
has the means of discovering the owner, or before he has used reasonable means to discover 
and give notice to the owner and has kept the property a reasonable time to enable the owner 
to claim it. 
What are reasonable means or what is a reasonable time in such a case, is a question 
35 of fact. 
tis not necessary that the finder should know who is the owner of the property, or that 
any particular person is the owner of it; it is sufficient if, at the time of appropriating it, he 
does not believe it to be his own property, or in good faith believe that the real owner cannot 
be found. 
40 Illustrations. 
up the rupee. Here A has not committed the offence defined in this section. 
(b) A finds a letter on the road, containing a bank note. From the direction and contents 
of the letter he learns to whom the note belongs. He appropriates the note. He is guilty of an 
45 offence under this section. 
(c) A finds a cheque payable to bearer. He can form no conjecture as to the person who 
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knows that this person can direct him to the person in whose favour the cheque was drawn. 
A appropriates the cheque without attempting to discover the owner. He is guilty of an 
offence under this section. 


(d) Asees Z drop his purse with money in it. A picks up the purse with the intention of 
restoring it to Z, but afterwards appropriates it to his own use. A has committed an offence 
under this section. 


(e) A finds a purse with money, not knowing to whom it belongs; he afterwards discovers 
that it belongs to Z, and appropriates it to his own use. A is guilty of an offence under this 
section. 


(f) A finds a valuable ring, not knowing to whom it belongs. A sells it immediately 
without attempting to discover the owner. A is guilty of an offence under this section. 


313. Whoever dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use any property, 
knowing that such property was in the possession of a deceased person at the time of that 
person’s decease, and has not since been in the possession of any person legally entitled to 
such possession, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine, and if the offender at the time of 
such person’s decease was employed by him as a clerk or servant, the imprisonment may 
extend to seven years. 


Illustration. 


Z dies in possession of furniture and money. His servant A, before the money comes 
into the possession of any person entitled to such possession, dishonestly misappropriates 
it. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


Of Criminal breach of trust 


314. (1) Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or with any dominion 
over property, dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his own use that property, or 
dishonestly uses or disposes of that property in violation of any direction of law prescribing 
the mode in which such trust is to be discharged, or of any legal contract, express or implied, 
which he has made touching the discharge of such trust, or wilfully suffers any other person 
so to do, commits “criminal breach of trust’. 


Explanation 1.—A person, being an employer of an establishment whether exempted 
under section 17 of the Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions 
Act, 1952 or not who deducts the employee’s contribution from the wages payable to the 
employee for credit to a Provident Fund or Family Pension Fund established by any law for 
the time being in force, shall be deemed to have been entrusted with the amount of the 
contribution so deducted by him and if he makes default in the payment of such contribution 
to the said Fund in violation of the said law, shall be deemed to have dishonestly used the 
amount of the said contribution in violation of a direction of law as aforesaid. 


Explanation 2.—A person, being an employer, who deducts the employees’ 
contribution from the wages payable to the employee for credit to the Employees’ State 
Insurance Fund held and administered by the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation 
established under the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 shall be deemed to have been 
entrusted with the amount of the contribution so deducted by him and if he makes default in 
the payment of such contribution to the said Fund in violation of the said Act, shall be 
deemed to have dishonestly used the amount of the said contribution in violation of a 
direction of law as aforesaid. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, being executor to the will of a deceased person, dishonestly disobeys the law 
which directs him to divide the effects according to the will, and appropriates them to his 
own use. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 
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(b) Ais a warehouse-keeper Z going on a journey, entrusts his furniture to A, under a 
contract that it shall be returned on payment of a stipulated sum for warehouse room. A 
dishonestly sells the goods. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(c) A, residing in Kolkata, is agent for Z, residing at Delhi. There is an express or implied 
contract between A and Z, that all sums remitted by Z to A shall be invested by A, according 
to Z’s direction. Z remits a lakh of rupees to A, with directions to A to invest the same in 
Company’s paper. A dishonestly disobeys the directions and employs the money in his own 
business. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(d) But if A, in illustration (c), not dishonestly but in good faith, believing that it will be 
more for Z’s advantage to hold shares in the Bank of Bengal, disobeys Z’s directions, and 
buys shares in the Bank of Bengal, for Z, instead of buying Company’s paper, here, though 
Z should suffer loss, and should be entitled to bring a civil action against A, on account 
of that loss, yet A, not having acted dishonestly, has not committed criminal breach of 
trust. 


(e) A, arevenue-officer, is entrusted with public money and is either directed by law, or 
bound by a contract, express or implied, with the Government, to pay into a certain treasury 
all the public money which he holds. A dishonestly appropriates the money. A has committed 
criminal breach of trust. 


(f) A, a carrier, is entrusted by Z with property to be carried by land or by water. A 
dishonestly misappropriates the property. A has committed criminal breach of trust. 


(2) Whoever commits criminal breach of trust shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever, being entrusted with property as a carrier, wharfinger or warehouse- 
keeper, commits criminal breach of trust in respect of such property, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


(4) Whoever, being a clerk or servant or employed as a clerk or servant, and being in 
any manner entrusted in such capacity with property, or with any dominion over property, 
commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that property, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


(5) Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with property, or with any dominion over 
property in his capacity of a public servant or in the way of his business as a banker, 
merchant, factor, broker, attorney or agent commits criminal breach of trust in respect of that 
property, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of the Receiving of stolen property 


315. (/) Property, the possession whereof has been transferred by theft or extortion or 
robbery or cheating, and property which has been criminally misappropriated or in respect of 
which criminal breach of trust has been committed, is designated as “stolen property”, 
whether the transfer has been made, or the misappropriation or breach of trust has been 
committed, within or without India, but, if such property subsequently comes into the 
possession of a person legally entitled to the possession thereof, it then ceases to be stolen 


property. 
(2) Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property, knowing or having 


reason to believe the same to be stolen property, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property, the possession 
whereof he knows or has reason to believe to have been transferred by the commission of 
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(i) A sells and conveys an estate to B. A, knowing that in consequence of such sale 
he has no right to the property, sells or mortgages the same to Z, without disclosing the fact 
of the previous sale and conveyance to B, and receives the purchase or mortgage money 
from Z. A cheats. 


(2) Whoever cheats shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to'three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever cheats with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause wrongful 
loss to a person whose interest in the transaction to which the cheating relates, he was 
bound, either by law, or by a legal contract, to protect, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever cheats and thereby dishonestly induces the person deceived to deliver 
any property to any person, or to make, alter or destroy the whole or any part of a valuable 
security, or anything which is signed or sealed, and which is capable of being converted into 
a valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


317. (J) A person is said to “cheat by personation” if he cheats by pretending to be 
some other person, or by knowingly substituting one person for or another, or representing 
that he or any other person is a person other than he or such other person really is. 


Explanation. —The offence is committed whether the individual personated is a real 
or imaginary person. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A cheats by pretending to be a certain rich banker of the same name. A cheats by 
personation. 


(b) Acheats by pretending to be B, a person who is deceased. A cheats by personation. 


(2) Whoever cheats by personation shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


Of fraudulent deeds and dispositions of property 


318. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently removes, conceals or delivers to any person, 
or transfers or causes to be transferred to any person, without adequate consideration, any 
property, intending thereby to prevent, or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby prevent, 
the distribution of that property according to law among his creditors or the creditors of any 
other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
shall not be less than six months)/but which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with 
both. 


319. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently prevents any debt or demand due to himself 
or to any other person from being made available according to law for payment of his debt or 
the debts of such other person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


320. Whoever dishonestly or fraudulently signs, executes or becomes a party to any 
deed or instrument which purports to transfer or subject to any charge, any property, or any 
interest therein, and which contains any false statement relating to the consideration for 
such transfer or charge, or relating to the person or persons for whose use or benefit it is 
really intended to operate, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 
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(6) Whoever commits mischief, having made preparation for causing to any person 
death, or hurt, or wrongful restraint, or fear of death, or of hurt, or of wrongful restraint, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


323. Whoever commits mischief by killing, poisoning, maiming or rendering useless 
any animal shall)be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. 


324. Whoever commits mischief by,— 


(a) doing any act which causes, or which he knows to be likely to cause, a 
diminution of the supply of water for agricultural purposes, or for food or drink for 
human beings or for animals which are property, or for cleanliness or for carrying on 
any manufacture, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both; 


(b) doing any act which renders or which he knows to be likely to render any 
public road, bridge, navigable river or navigable channel, natural or artificial, impassable 
or less safe for travelling or conveying property, shall be punished with imprisonment 
of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with 
both; 


(c) doing any act which causes or which he knows to be likely to cause an 
inundation or an obstruction to any public drainage attended with injury or damage, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to five years, or with fine, or with both; 


(d) destroying or moving any sign or signal used for navigation of rail, aircraft 
or ship or other thing placed)as a guide for navigators, or by any act which renders any 
such sign or signal less useful as a guide for navigators, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, or with 
fine, or with both; 


(e) destroying or moving any land-mark fixed by the authority of a public servant, 
or by any act which renders such land-mark less useful as such, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with 
fine, or with both; 


(f) fire or any explosive substance intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby cause, damage to any property including agricultural produce, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to seven years and shall also be liable to fine; 


(g) fire or any explosive substance, intending to cause, or knowing it to be likely 
that he will thereby cause, the destruction of any building which is ordinarily used as 
a place of worship or as a human dwelling or as a place for the custody of property, 
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


325. (1) Whoever commits mischief to any rail, aircraft, or a decked vessel or any 
vessel of a burden of twenty tons or upwards, intending to destroy or render unsafe, or 
knowing it to be likely that he will thereby destroy or render unsafe, that rail, aircraft or 
vessel, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever commits, or attempts to commit, by fire or any explosive substance, such 
mischief as is described in|sub-section (/), shall be punished with imprisonment for life or 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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326. Whoever intentionally runs any vessel aground or ashore, intending to commit 
theft of any property contained therein or to dishonestly misappropriate any such property, 
or with intent that such theft or misappropriation of property may be committed, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to ten years, 
and shall also be liable to fine. 


Of criminal trespass 


327. (1) Whoever enters into or upon property in the possession of another with 
intent to commit an offence or to intimidate, insult or annoy any person in possession of 
such property or having lawfully entered into or upon such property, unlawfully remains 
there with intent thereby to intimidate, insult or annoy any such person or with intent to 
commit an offenceis said to commit “criminal trespass”. 


(2) Whoever commits criminal trespass by entering into or remaining in any building, 
tent or vessel used as a human dwelling or any building used as a place for worship, or as a 
place for the custody of property, is said to commit “house-trespass”’. 


Explanation.—The introduction of any part of the criminal trespasser’s body is entering 
sufficient to constitute house-trespass. 


(3) Whoever commits criminal trespass shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to 
five thousand rupees, or with both. 


(4) Whoever commits house-trespass shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five 
thousand rupees, or with both. 


328. (1) Whoever commits house-trespass having taken precautions to conceal such 
house-trespass from some person who has a right to exclude or eject the trespasser from the 
building, tent or vessel which is the subject of the trespass, is said to commit “lurking house- 
trespass”. 


(2) A person is said to commit “house-breaking” who commits house-trespass if he 
effects his entrance into the house or any part of it in any of the six ways hereinafter 
described; or if, being in the house or any part of it for the purpose of committing an offence, 
or having committed an offence therein, he quits the house or any part of it in any of 
following ways,\namely:— 


(a) if he enters or quits through a passage made by himself, or by any abettor of 
the house-trespass, in order to the committing of the house-trespass; 


(b) if he enters or quits through any passage not intended by any person, other 
than himself or an abettor of the offence, for human entrance; or through any passage 
to which he has obtained access by scaling or climbing over any wall or building; 


(c) if he enters or quits through any passage which he or any abettor of the 
house-trespass has opened, in order to the committing of the house-trespass by any 
means by which that passage was not intended by the occupier of the house to be 
opened; 

(d) if he enters or quits by opening any lock in order to the committing of the 


house-trespass, or in order to the quitting of the house after a house-trespass; 


(e) if he effects his entrance or departure by using criminal force or committing 
an assault, or by threatening any person with assault; 


(f) if he enters or quits by any passage which he knows to have been fastened 
against such entrance or departure, and to have been unfastened by himself or by an 
abettor of the house-trespass. 
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(7) Whoever, whilst committing lurking house-trespass or house-breaking, causes 
‘grievous hurt to any person or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or imprisonment of either description for a term which | 
may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

(8) If, at the time of the committing of lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after 5 
‘sunset and before sunrise, any person guilty of such offence shall voluntarily cause or 
attempt to cause death or grievous hurt to any person, every person jointly concerned in. 
committing such lurking house-trespass or house-breaking after sunset and before sunrise, 
‘shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a_ 
term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 10 

House-trespass 330. Whoever commits house-trespass in order to the committing of any offence— 
in order to 
commit 
— rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine; 
(b) punishable with imprisonment for life, shall be punished with imprisonment 15 
of either description for a term not exceeding ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; 
(c) punishable with imprisonment, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine: 

Provided that if the offence intended to be committed is theft, the term of the 

imprisonment may be extended to seven years. 20 
House-trespass 331. Whoever commits house-trespass, having made preparation for causing hurt to 
— any person or for assaulting any person, or for wrongfully restraining any person, or for 
preparation for 
hurt, assault or Putting any person in fear of hurt, or of assault, or of wrongful restraint, shall be punished 
wrongful with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall 
restraint. also be liable to fine. 95 
Dishonestly 332. (1) Whoever dishonestly or with intent to commit mischief, breaks open or 
breaking open —unfastens any closed receptacle which contains or which he believes to contain property, 
panned ‘shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two, 
years, or with fine, or with both. 
property. 

(2) Whoever, being entrusted with any closed receptacle which contains or which he 30 
believes to contain property, without having authority to open the same, dishonestly, or with 
intent to commit mischief, breaks open or unfastens that receptacle, shall be punished with | 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or 
with both. 

CHAPTER XVIII 35 
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTS AND TO PROPERTY MARKS 
Making a false 333. A person is said to make a false document or false electronic record— 
document. 
(A) Who dishonestly or fraudulently— 
(i) makes, signs, seals or executes a document or part of a document; 
(ii) makes or transmits any electronic record or part of any electronic 40 
record; 
(iii) affixes any electronic signature on any electronic record; 
(iv)makes any mark denoting the execution of a document or the 
authenticity of the electronic signature, 
with the intention of causing it to be believed that such document or part of document, 45 
electronic record or electronic signature was made, signed, sealed, executed, transmitted or 
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affixed by or by the authority of a person by whom or by whose authority he knows that it 
was not made, signed, sealed, executed or affixed; or 


(B) Who without lawful authority, dishonestly or fraudulently, by cancellation 
or otherwise, alters a document or an electronic record in any material part thereof, 
after it has been made, executed or affixed with electronic signature either by himself or 
by any other person, whether such person be living or dead at the time of such 
alteration; or 


(C) Who dishonestly or fraudulently causes any person to sign, seal, execute or 
alter a document or an electronic record or to affix his electronic signature on any 
electronic record knowing that such person by reason of mental illness or intoxication 
cannot, or that by reason of deception practised upon him, he does not know the 
contents of the document or electronic record or the nature of the alteration. 


Illustrations. 


(a) Ahas a letter of credit upon B for rupees 10,000, written by Z. A, in order to defraud 
B, adds cipher to the 10,000, and makes the sum 1,00,000 intending that it may be believed by 
B that Z so wrote the letter. A has committed forgery. 


(b) A, without Z’s authority, affixes Z’s seal to a document purporting to be a conveyance 
of an estate from Z to A, with the intention of selling the estate to B and thereby of obtaining 
from B the purchase-money. A has committed forgery. 


(c) A picks up a cheque on a banker signed by B, payable to bearer, but without any 
sum having been inserted in the cheque. A fraudulently fills up the cheque by inserting the 
sum of ten thousand rupees. A commits forgery. 


(d) A leaves with B, his agent, a cheque on a banker, signed by A, without inserting the 
sum payable and authorises B to fill up the cheque by inserting a sum not exceeding ten 
thousand rupees for the purpose of making certain payments. B fraudulently fills up the 
cheque by inserting the sum of twenty thousand rupees. B commits forgery. 


(e) A draws a bill of exchange on himself in the name of B without B’s authority, 
intending to discount it as a genuine bill with a banker and intending to take up the bill on its 
maturity. Here, as A draws the bill with intent to deceive the banker by leading him to 
suppose that he had the security of B, and thereby to discount the bill, A is guilty of forgery. 


(f) Z’s will contains these words—‘“T direct that all my remaining property be equally 
divided between A, B and C.” A dishonestly scratches out B’s name, intending that it may be 
believed that the whole was left to himself and C. A has committed forgery. 


(g) A endorses a Government promissory note and makes it payable to Z or his order 
by writing on the bill the words “Pay to Z or his order” and signing the endorsement. B 
dishonestly erases the words “Pay to Z or his order”, and thereby converts the special 
endorsement into a blank endorsement. B commits forgery. 


(h) Asells and conveys an estate to Z. A afterwards, in order to defraud Z of his estate, 
executes a conveyance of the same estate to B, dated six months earlier than the date of the 
conveyance to Z, intending it to be believed that he had conveyed the estate to B before he 
conveyed it to Z. A has committed forgery. 


(i) Z dictates his will to A. A intentionally writes down a different legatee named by Z, 
and by representing to Z that he has prepared the will according to his instructions, induces 
Z to sign the will. A has committed forgery. 


(j) Awrites a letter and signs it with B’s name without B’s authority, certifying that A is 
a man of good character and in distressed circumstances from unforeseen misfortune, 
intending by means of such letter to obtain alms from Z and other persons. Here, as A made 
a false document in order to induce Z to part with property, A has committed forgery. 
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(k) A without B’s authority writes a letter and signs it in B’s name certifying to A’s 
character, intending thereby to obtain employment under Z. A has committed forgery in as 
much as he intended to deceive Z by the forged certificate, and thereby to induce Z to enter 
into an express or implied contract for service. 


Explanation 1.—A man’s signature of his own name may amount to forgery. 
Illustrations. 


(a) A signs his own name to a bill of exchange, intending that it may be believed that 
the bill was drawn by another person of the same name. A has committed forgery. 


(b) A writes the word “accepted” on a piece of paper and signs it with Z’s name, in 
order that B may afterwards write on the paper a bill of exchange drawn by B upon Z, and 
negotiate the bill as though it had been accepted by Z. A is guilty of forgery; and if B, 
knowing the fact, draws the bill upon the paper pursuant to A’s intention, B is also guilty of 
forgery. 


(c) A picks up a bill of exchange payable to the order of a different person of the same 
name. A endorses the bill in his own name, intending to cause it to be believed that it was 
endorsed by the person to whose order it was payable; here A has committed forgery. 


(d) A purchases an estate sold under execution of a decree against B. B, after the 
seizure of the estate, in collusion with Z, executes a lease of the estate, to Z at a nominal rent 
and for a long period and dates the lease six months prior to the seizure, with intent to 
defraud A, and to cause it to be believed that the lease was granted before the seizure. B, 
though he executes the lease in his own name, commits forgery by antedating it. 


(e) A, a trader, in anticipation of insolvency, lodges effects with B for A’s benefit, and 
with intent to defraud his creditors; and in order to give a colour to the transaction, writes a 
promissory note binding himself to pay to B a sum for value received, and antedates the 
note, intending that it may be believed to have been made before A was on the point of 
insolvency. A has committed forgery under the first head of the definition. 


Explanation 2.—The making of a false document in the name of a fictious person, 
intending it to be believed that the document was made by a real person, or in the name of a 
deceased person, intending it to be believed that the document was made by the person in 
his lifetime, may amount to forgery. 


Illustration. 


A draws a bill of exchange upon a fictious person, and fraudulently accepts the bill in 
the name of such fictitious person with intent to negotiate it. A commits forgery. 


Explanation 3.—For the purposes of this section, the expression “affixing electronic 
signature” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (d) of sub-section (/) of section 2 
of the Information Technology Act, 2000. 


334. (1) Whoever makes any false document or false electronic record or part of a 
document or electronic record, with intent to cause damage or injury, to the public or to any 
person, or to support any claim or title, or to cause any person to part with property, or to 
enter into any express or implied contract, or with intent to commit fraud or that fraud may be 
committed, commits forgery. 


(2) Whoever commits forgery shall be punished with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(3) Whoever commits forgery, intending that the document or electronic record forged 
shall be used for the purpose of cheating, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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(4) Whoever commits forgery, intending that the document or electronic record forged 
shall harm the reputation of any party, or knowing that it is likely to be used for that purpose, 
shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to 
three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


335. Whoever forges a document or an electronic record, purporting to be a record or 
proceeding of or in a Court or an identity document issued by Government including voter 
identity card or Aadhaar Card, or a register of birth, marriage or burial, or a register kept by 
a public servant as such, or a certificate or document purporting to be made by a public 
servant in his official capacity, or an authority to institute or defend a suit, or to take any 
proceedings therein, or to confess judgment, or a power of attorney, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this section, “register” includes any list, data or 
record of any entries maintained in the electronic form as defined in clause (r) of sub-section (/) 
of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000. 


336. Whoever forges a document which purports to be a valuable security or a will, or 
an authority to adopt a son, or which purports to give authority to any person to make or 
transfer any valuable security, or to receive the principal, interest or dividends thereon, or to 
receive or deliver any money, movable property, or valuable security, or any document 
purporting to be an acquaintance or receipt acknowledging the payment of money, or an 
acquaintance or receipt for the delivery of any movable property or valuable security, shall 
be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


337. Whoever has in his possession any document or electronic record, knowing the 
same to be forged and intending that the same shall fraudulently or dishonestly be used as 
genuine, shall, if the document or electronic record is one of the description mentioned in 
section 335 of this Sanhita, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if the document is one 
of the description mentioned in section(336, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 
with imprisonment of either description, for a term which may extend to seven years, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


338. (/) A false document or electronic record made wholly or in part by forgery is 
designated “‘a forged document or electronic record”. 


(2)Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as genuine any document or electronic 
record which he knows or has reason to believe to be a forged document or electronic record, 
shall be punished in the same manner as if he had forged such document or electronic record. 


339. (1) Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other instrument for making 
an impression, intending that the same shall be used for the purpose of committing any 
forgery which would be punishable under section 336 of this Sanhita, or, with such intent, 
has in his possession any such seal, plate or other instrument, knowing the same to be 
counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever makes or counterfeits any seal, plate or other instrument for making an 
impression, intending that the same shall be used for the purpose of committing any forgery 
which would be punishable under any section of this Chapter other than/section 336, or, with 
such intent, has in his possession any such seal, plate or other instrument, knowing the 
same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(3) Whoever possesses any seal, plate or other instrument knowing the same to be 
counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
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(4) Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly uses as genuine any seal, plate or other 


instrument knowing or having reason to believe the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished 
in the same manner as if he had made or counterfeited such seal, plate or other instrument. 


340. (1) Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any material, any device 
or mark used for the purpose of authenticating any document described in\section 336 of this 
Sanhita, intending that such device or mark shall be used for the purpose of giving the 
appearance of authenticity to any document then forged or thereafter to be forged on such 
material, or who, with such intent, has in his possession any material upon or in the substance 
of which any such device or mark has been counterfeited, shall be punished with imprisonment 
for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever counterfeits upon, or in the substance of, any material, any device or 
mark used for the purpose of authenticating any document or electronic record other than 
the documents described in section 336 of this Sanhita, intending that such device or mark 
shall be used for the purpose of giving the appearance of authenticity to any document then 
forged or thereafter to be forged on such material, or who with such intent, has in his 
possession any material upon or in the substance of which any such device or mark has been 
counterfeited, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


341. Whoever fraudulently or dishonestly, or with intent to cause damage or injury to 
the public or to any person, cancels, destroys or defaces, or attempts to cancel, destroy or 
deface, or secretes or attempts to secrete any document which is or purports to be a will, or 
an authority to adopt a son, or any valuable security, or commits mischief in respect of such 
document, shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


342. Whoever, being a clerk, officer or servant, or employed or acting in the capacity 
of aclerk, officer or servant, wilfully, and with intent to defraud, destroys, alters, mutilates or 
falsifies any book, electronic record, paper, writing, valuable security or account which 
belongs to or is in the possession of his employer, or has been received by him for or on 
behalf of his employer, or wilfully, and with intent to defraud, makes or abets the making of 
any false entry in, or omits or alters or abets the omission or alteration of any material 
particular from or in, any such book, electronic record, paper, writing, valuable security or 
account, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to seven years, or with fine, or with both. 


Explanation.— It shall be sufficient in any charge under this section to allege a general 
intent to defraud without naming any particular person intended to be defrauded or specifying 
any particular sum of money intended to be the subject of the fraud, or any particular day on 
which the offence was committed. 


Of Property marks 


343. (/) Amark used for denoting that movable property belongs to a particular person 
is called a property mark. 


(2) Whoever marks any movable property or goods or any case, package or other 
receptacle containing movable property or goods, or uses any case, package or other 
receptacle having any mark thereon, in a manner reasonably calculated to cause it to be 
believed that the property or goods so marked, or any property or goods contained in any 
such receptacle so marked, belong to a person to whom they do not belong, is said to use a 
false property mark. 


(3)Whoever uses any false property mark shall, unless he proves that he acted without 
intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 
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344. Whoever removes, destroys, defaces or adds to any property mark, intending or 
knowing it to be likely that he may thereby cause injury to any person, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or 
with both. 


345. (J) Whoever counterfeits any property mark used by any other person shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to two years, 
or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever counterfeits any property mark used by a public servant, or any mark 
used by a public servant to denote that any property has been manufactured by a particular 
person or at a particular time or place, or that the property is of a particular quality or has 
passed through a particular office, or that it is entitled to any exemption, or uses as genuine 
any such mark knowing the same to be counterfeit, shall be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


346. Whoever makes or has in his possession any die, plate or other instrument for the 
purpose of counterfeiting a property mark, or has in his possession a property mark for the 
purpose of denoting that any goods belong to a person to whom they do not belong, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both. 


347. Whoever sells, or exposes, or has in possession for sale, any goods or things 
with a counterfeit property mark affixed to or impressed upon the same or to or upon any 
case, package or other receptacle in which such goods are contained, shall, unless he proves— 


(a) that, having taken all reasonable precautions against committing an offence 
against this section, he had at the time of the commission of the alleged offence no 
reason to suspect the genuineness of the mark; and 


(b) that, on demand made by or on behalf of the prosecutor, he gave all the 
information in his power with respect to the persons from whom he obtained such 
goods or things; or 


(c) that otherwise he had acted innocently, 


be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, 
or with fine, or with both. 


348. (1) Whoever makes any false mark upon any case, package or other receptacle 
containing goods, in a manner reasonably calculated to cause any public servant or any 
other person to believe that such receptacle contains goods which it does not contain or that 
it does not contain goods which it does contain, or that the goods contained in such 
receptacle are of a nature or quality different from the real nature or quality thereof, shall, 
unless he proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever makes use of any false mark in any manner prohibited under sub-section (7) 
shall, unless he proves that he acted without intent to defraud, be punished as if he had 
committed the offence under sub-section (/). 


CHAPTER XIX 
OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULT, ANNOYANCE, DEFAMATION, ETC. 


349. (J) Whoever threatens by any means, another with any injury to his person, 
reputation or property, or to the person or reputation of any one in whom that person is 
interested, with intent to cause alarm to that person, or to cause that person to do any act 
which he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do any act which that person is legally 
entitled to do, as the means of avoiding the execution of such threat, commits criminal 
intimidation. 
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Exception. —It does not amount to an offence, within the meaning of this section, 
when the person making, publishing or circulating any such statement, false information, 
rumour or report, has reasonable grounds for believing that such statement, false information, 
rumour or report is true and makes, publishes or circulates it in good faith and without any 
such intent as aforesaid. 


352. Whoever voluntarily causes or attempts to cause any person to do anything 
which that person is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do anything which he is legally 
entitled to do, by inducing or attempting to induce that person to believe that he or any 
person in whom he is interested will become or will be rendered by some act of the offender 
an object of Divine displeasure if he does not do the thing which it is the object of the 
offender to cause him to do, or if he does the thing which it is the object of the offender to 
cause him to omit, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 
may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A sits dharna at Z’s door with the intention of causing it to be believed that, by so 
sitting, he renders Z an object of Divine displeasure. A has committed the offence defined in 
this section. 


(b) A threatens Z that, unless Z performs a certain act, A will kill one of A’s own 
children, under such circumstances that the killing would be believed to render Z an object 
of Divine displeasure. A has committed the offence defined in this section. 


353. Whoever, in a state of intoxication, appears in any public place, or in any place 
which it is a trespass in him to enter, and there conducts himself in such a manner as to cause 
annoyance to any person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to twenty-four hours, or with fine which may extend to‘one thousand rupees, or with 
both or with community service. 


Of Defamation 


354. (1) Whoever, by words either spoken or intended to be read, or by signs or by 
visible representations, makes or publishes in any manner, any imputation concerning any 
person intending to harm, or knowing or having reason to believe that such imputation will 
harm, the reputation of such person, is said, except in the cases hereinafter excepted, to 
defame that person. 


Explanation 1.—It may amount to defamation to impute anything to a deceased person, 
if the imputation would harm the reputation of that person if living, and is intended to be 
hurtful to the feelings of his family or other near relatives. 


Explanation 2.—It may amount to defamation to make an imputation concerning a 
company or an association or collection of persons as such. 


Explanation 3.—An imputation in the form of an alternative or expressed ironically, 
may amount to defamation. 


Explanation 4.—No imputation is said to harm a person’s reputation, unless that 
imputation directly or indirectly, in the estimation of others, lowers the moral or intellectual 
character of that person, or lowers the character of that person in respect of his caste or of his 
calling, or lowers the credit of that person, or causes it to be believed that the body of that 
person is in a loathsome state, or in a state generally considered as disgraceful. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A says— “Z is an honest man; he never stole B’s watch”; intending to cause it to 
be believed that Z did steal B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls within one of the 
exceptions. 


(b) A is asked who stole B’s watch. A points to Z, intending to cause it to be believed 
that Z stole B’s watch. This is defamation, unless it falls within one of the exceptions. 
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(d) Asays of a book published by Z—“Z’s book is foolish; Z must be a weak man. Z’s 
book is indecent; Z must be a man of impure mind.” A is within the exception, if he says this 
in good faith, inasmuch as the opinion which he expresses of Z respects Z’s character only 
so far as it appears in Z’s book, and no further. 


(e) But if A says “I am not surprised that Z’s book is foolish and indecent, for he is a 
weak man and a libertine.” A is not within this exception, inasmuch as the opinion which he 
expresses of Z’s character is an opinion not founded on Z’s book. 


Exception 7.—It is not defamation in a person having over another any authority, 
either conferred by law or arising out of a lawful contract made with that other, to pass in 
good faith any censure on the conduct of that other in matters to which such lawful authority 
relates. 


Illustration. 


A Judge censuring in good faith the conduct of a witness, or of an officer of the Court; 
a head of a department censuring in good faith those who are under his orders, a parent 
censuring in good faith a child in the presence of other children; a schoolmaster, whose 
authority is derived from a parent, censuring in good faith a pupil in the presence of other 
pupils; a master censuring a servant in good faith for remissness in service; a banker censuring 
in good faith the cashier of his bank for the conduct of such cashier as such cashier- are 
within this exception. 


Exception 8.—It is not defamation to prefer in good faith an accusation against any 
person to any of those who have lawful authority over that person with respect to the 
subject-matter of accusation. 


Illustration. 


If Ain good faith accuses Z before a Magistrate; if A in good faith complains of the 
conduct of Z, a servant, to Z’s master; if A in good faith complains of the conduct of Z, a 
child, to Z’s father-A is within this exception. 


Exception 9.— It is not defamation to make an imputation on the character of another 
provided that the imputation be made in good faith for the protection of the interests of the 
person making it, or of any other person, or for the public good. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A, a shopkeeper, says to B, who manages his business—‘‘Sell nothing to Z unless 
he pays you ready money, for I have no opinion of his honesty.” Ais within the exception, if 
he has made this imputation on Z in good faith for the protection of his own interests. 


(b) A, a Magistrate, in making a report to his own superior officer, casts an imputation 
on the character of Z. Here, if the imputation is made in good faith, and for the public good, 
A is within the exception. 


Exception 10.— It is not defamation to convey a caution, in good faith, to one person 
against another, provided that such caution be intended for the good of the person to whom 
it is conveyed, or of some person in whom that person is interested, or for the public good. 


(2) Whoever defames another shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both or with community service. 


(3) Whoever prints or engraves any matter, knowing or having good reason to believe 
that such matter is defamatory of any person, shall be punished with simple imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 


(4) Whoever sells or offers for sale any printed or engraved substance containing 
defamatory matter, knowing that it contains such matter, shall be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 
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Of breach of contract to attend on and supply wants of helpless person. 


of helpless Nts, VOLUNtarit 111 OU ), Salt De pulls! J | IMprisOnmMe TY CIUNCT ¢ Ipuol 5 
Tupees, or with both. 
Repeal and 356. (1) The Indian Penal Code is hereby repealed. 45 of 1860, 
‘savings. 
(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Code referred to in sub-section (/), it shall not 
affect 10 
(@) the previous operation of the Code so repealed or anything duly done or 
suffered thereunder; or 
(0) any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, accrued or incurred 
under the Code so repealed; or 
(©) any penalty, or punishment incurred in respect of any offences committed 15 
against the Code so repealed; or 
(d) any investigation or remedy in respect of any such penalty, or punishment; or 
(e) any proceeding, investigation or remedy in respect of any such penalty or 
punishment as aforesaid, and any such proceeding or remedy may be instituted, 
continued or enforced, and any such penalty may be imposed as if that Code had not 20 
been repealed. 
(3) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken under the said 
Code shall be deemed to have been done or taken under the corresponding provisions of 
this Sanhita. 
(4) The mention of particular matters in sub-section (2) shall not be held to prejudice or 25 
affect the general application of section 6 of the General Clauses Act, 1897 with regard to the 10 of 1897 
effect of the repeal. 


Yellow = Same text as the IPC Every clause has been annotated 
with corresponding IPC sections. 


Red = Changes within provisions Deleted IPC provisions are 
Ss — Fresh additions mentioned in the margin notes. 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 


In the year 1834, the first Indian Law Commission was constituted under the Chairman- 
ship of Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay to examine the jurisdiction, power and rules of the 
existing Courts as well as the police establishments and the laws in force in India. 


2. The Commission suggested various enactments to the Government. One of the 
important recommendations made by the Commission was on, Indian Penal Code which was 
enacted in 1860 and the said Code is still continuing in the country with some amendments 
made thereto from time to time. 


3. The Government of India considered it expedient and necessary to review the 
existing criminal laws with an aim to strengthen law and order and also focus on simplifying 
legal procedure so that ease of living is ensured to the common man. The Government also 
considered to make existing laws relevant to the contemporary situation and provide speedy 
justice to common man. Accordingly, various stakeholders were consulted keeping in mind 
contemporary needs and aspirations of the people and with a view to create a legal structure 
which is citizen centric and to secure life and liberty of the citizens. 


4. Now, it is proposed to enact a new law, namely, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill, 
2023 by repealing the Indian Penal Code to streamline provisions relating to offences and 
penalties. It is proposed to provide first time community service as one of the punishments 
for petty offences. The offences against women and children, murder and offences against 
the State have been given precedence. The various offences have been made gender neutral. 
In order to deal effectively with the problem of organised crimes and terrorist activities, new 
offences of terrorist acts and organised crime have been added in the Bill with deterrent 
punishments. A new offence on acts of secession, armed rebellion, subversive activities, 
separatist activities or endangering sovereignty or unity and integrity of India has also been 
added. The fines and punishment for various offences have also been suitably enhanced. 


5. The Notes on Clauses explains the various provisions of the Bill. 


6. The Bill seeks to achieve the above objectives. 


New DELHI; AMIT SHAH. 
The 9th August, 2023. 
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Introduction 


This substantive analysis of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill 2023 aims to assess the 
major changes being proposed to offences as they currently exist in the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860. On a simple textual comparison, it is evident that large portions 
of the IPC have been retained verbatim in the BNS. However, in the parts where 
major changes have been made there is much to analyse and understand. The 
introduction of offences, the importing of offences from other legislations (with 
some changes), and deletion of IPC offences have important implications that need 
to be assessed. 


In this substantive analysis of provisions, there are 11 issues that in our opinion are 
the most prominent changes proposed in the BNS and which we have analysed 
in-depth. The other changes that do not receive a detailed assessment have been 
identified towards the end of this document for the reader’s convenience. 


In terms of the issues that are analysed in detail there are serious concerns of 
expansive criminalisation through vague and unclear language. The use of vague 
and unclear language has plagued the IPC since its inception and it is instructive 
that such drafting language continues to be used. The vagueness, effectively, 
widens the scope of police powers and exacerbates concerns about the arbitrary 
exercise of such powers. The provisions on ‘false and misleading information’ and 
‘acts endangering sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India’ are prime examples of 
this. Curiously, in provisions of the BNS that bring in offences from other existing 
legislations on terrorism and organised crime, the scope of activities that have 
been criminalised is wider. Also, the protections envisaged under those legislations 
(even though those protections were themselves inadequate) have not been 
incorporated in the BNS or in the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita Bill 2023. In 
provisions like sexual intercourse by deceitful means/promise to marry without 
intention of fulfilling it, the BNS seems to have worsened the legal position in its 
attempt to convert the judicial position into a legislative provision. However, there 
is a proposed provision to make the legislative provision on the marital rape 
exception as applicable to minor wives consistent with the Supreme Court's 
decisions. While retaining the marital rape exception, the proposed provision 
makes the exception applicable only for wives who are above 18 years. The 
inclusion of ‘community service’ as a possible punishment is certainly a progressive 
development. However, in a worrying trend, punishments across the board have 
been enhanced, and includes sentences of life imprisonment without parole. 
Another change that the BNS proposes is replacing ‘unsoundness of mind’, a 


phrase which commentators have for long criticised because of its vagueness, with 
mental illness. However, a simple swapping of the phrases does not resolve the 
problems associated with provisions such as the insanity defence. Such a 
swapping, in fact, may create conflicts with existing legislation on mental health 
and disability. 


The proportion of text retained from the IPC in the BNS alongside the changes 
raises an obvious question. Why is the repeal of the entire IPC and re-enactment of 
a new substantive offences law required when amendments would surely suffice? It 
is evident there is significant reordering and changes in placement of the 
provisions but the content of the provisions are to a very large extent a verbatim 
reproduction of IPC provisions. This extensive verbatim retention of IPC provisions 
does not justify an exercise of repeal and re-enactment. Repeal and re-enactment 
will unleash widespread administrative and legal confusion in the police and other 
investigation agencies, the bar, different levels of judiciary and also prisons. It is 
doubtful where such widespread consequences can be justified for an exercise 
that is for most parts only about moving around existing provisions in the IPC. 


Imprisonment for Life 


Clause 4(b) 


The BNS has proposed a change with regards to the definition of ‘imprisonment for 
life’ under Cl. 4(b), defining it as imprisonment for the remainder of a person’s 
natural life’ The IPC under s. 53 provides only for the punishment of life 
imprisonment simpliciter; certain offences of a sexual nature provide for 
imprisonment for the remainder of a person's natural life. 


|. Current legal interpretation of ‘imprisonment for life’ 


Courts have interpreted imprisonment for life simpliciter to mean imprisonment for 
the remaining period of the person's natural life (‘whole life sentence’).' However, ss. 
432 and 433, CrPC provide the appropriate government with the power to 
suspend, remit, or commute a sentence imposed by any court for any offence. The 
only restriction in such power is provided under s. 433A, CrPC where release of a 
person sentenced to imprisonment for life is not permitted till they have served at 
least fourteen years of their actual sentence. 


As to whether a whole life sentence can restrict the executive powers of remission, 
the Supreme Court in Shatrughna Baban Meshram v. State of Maharashtra opined 
that the statutory prescription of a life sentence that shall mean the remainder of a 
person’s life can “certainly restrain” such powers.” 


Besides, executive power to remit sentences can be taken away by Constitutional 
courts. The Supreme Court in Union of India v. Sriharan alias Murugan® upheld the 
position in Swamy Shraddhananda (Il) v. State of Karnataka‘ that High Courts and 
the Supreme Court can impose the punishment of a whole life sentence and place 
it beyond the pale of executive remission based on the circumstances of a 


" Gopal Vinayak Godse v. State of Maharashtra (1961) 3 SCR 440. 

* (2021) 1 SCC 596. 

3 (2016) 7 SCC 1; the dissenting opinion authored by Justice UU Lalit in Sriharan observed 
that it is not within the powers of courts to impose a special category of fixed term 
sentence that restricts the exercise of power of remission before the expiry of such 
stipulated period. Justice Lalit noted that this prohibits the exercise of statutory power 
designed to achieve rehabilitative purposes. 

* (2008) 13 SCC 767. 


particular case. The legal position stipulated in Sriharan, however, does not impinge 
upon the Constitutional powers of the President and Governor under Arts. 72 and 
161 respectively to grant pardon, which cannot be restricted by statutes or 
judgments of the courts.” 


ll. Potential interpretations of Cl. 4(b) 


The intent and implication of the proposed change in definition under Cl. 4(b) of 
the BNS are not clear. One possible reading is that Cl. 4(b) simply reflects the legal 
position that life imprisonment in fact means a whole life sentence - with the 
government's powers of early release untouched. It is then unclear why some 
provisions introduced through the BNS state ‘imprisonment for life’ as a possible 
sentence while some others specifically prescribe ‘imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean the remainder of that person’s natural life.” For instance, the offence of 
organised crime is punishable with imprisonment for life as a possible sentence 
under Cl. 109(6). However, punishment for murder by life-convicts in Cl. 102 
specifically states that the death penalty and imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean the remainder of that person’s natural life are the two possible sentences. If 
life sentence means till the end of natural life then using two different articulations 
across the BNS only creates confusion about the legislative intent. 


Notably, Cl. 111 BNS that introduces the offence of ‘terrorist act’ provides life 
imprisonment without parole as a possible punishment.° This is the only provision in 
the BNS that explicitly restricts parole for a life sentence. 


Table 1 provides a list of offences where imprisonment for life is prescribed along 
with those offences where life sentence till the end of natural life (whole life 
sentence) is explicitly stated as a possible sentence. 


° Maru Ram v. Union of India & Ors. (1981) 1 SCC 107. 
° Refer to note on Cl. 111, BNS on pg. 35. 


A 


Table 1: Offences punishable by imprisonment for life and whole life 
sentence 


Imprisonment for life Imprisonment for life, which shall mean 


the remainder of that person’s natural 
life (whole life sentence) 


Cl. 64(2) Rape by person in authority 

Cl. 65(1) Rape on a woman under sixteen 
years of age 

Cl. 65(2) Rape on woman under twelve years 
of age 


Cl. 87 Causing miscarriage without women's | Cl. 66 Inflicting injury leading to death or 
consent persistent vegetative state due to offence 
of rape 


Cl. 70 Gang rape 
Cl. 71 Repeat sex offenders 


Cl. 102 Murder by life-convict 


Cl. 105 Abetment of suicide of child or Cl. 107(2) Attempt to murder by life convict, 
person with mental illness if hurt is caused 


Cl. 107 Attempt to murder (1) if hurt is Cl. 137(2) Maiming a child for purposes of 
caused to any person by such act begging 


Cl. 109 Organised crime Cl. 141 
(6) Person convicted of the offence of 
trafficking of a child on more than one 
occasion 
(7) Public servant involved in trafficking of 
any person 


Cl. 138 Kidnapping or abducting in order to 
murder or for ransom 

Cl. 141 

(3) Trafficking of more than one person 


(4) Trafficking of a child 
(5) Trafficking of more than one child. 


Cl. 145 Waging of war against the 
Government. 

Cl. 146 Conspiring to commit offences 
against the State 

Cl. 147 Collecting arms, etc., with the 
intention of waging war against the State 
Cl. 150 Acts endangering sovereignty, unity 
and integrity of India 

Cl. 151 Waging war against Government of 
any foreign State at peace with India 

Cl. 154 Public servant voluntarily allowing 
prisoner of state or war to escape 


Cl. 156 Aiding escape of, rescuing or 
harbouring such prisoner 

Cl. 157 Abetting mutiny, or attempting to 
seduce a soldier from his duty 

Cl. 158 Abetment of mutiny 


Cl. 176 Counterfeiting, or performing any 


part of the process of counterfeiting, coin 
or bank notes 


Cl. 177 Using as genuine, forged or 
counterfeit coin, etc. 


Cl. 179 Making or possessing instruments or 
materials for forging or counterfeiting coin 
etc. 


Cl. 228(1) Giving or fabricating false 
evidence with intent to cause person to be 
convicted of capital offence 


Cl. 261(b) Resistance or obstruction to the 
lawful apprehension of any person 


Cl. 308(6) Belonging to a gang associated 


for habitually committing dacoity 


Cl. 314(5) Criminal breach of trust by public 
servant etc. 


aircraft etc. 


Cl. 329(7) Grievous hurt caused whilst 
committing house-trespass or 
house-breaking. 


Cl. 330 House trespass to commit offence 


Cl. 336 Forgery of a valuable security, will 

etc. 

Cl. 337 Possession of forged documents 

mentioned in Cl. 336 

Cl. 339 Making or possessing counterfeit 

seal, etc. to commit forgery 

Cl. 341 Fraudulently destroying or defacing a a — 
will 


Cl. 4(b) raises another kind of irregularity. Many offences under the BNS lay down 


imprisonment for life as a possible sentence for an offence while prescribing a 
whole life sentence for the aggravated form of the same offence. In such a 
scenario, the penological basis for a higher sentence for the aggravated offence is 
defeated. For instance, Cl. 64(1) of BNS penalises rape with a sentence ranging 
from ten years to life imprisonment, while Cl. 64(2) of BNS penalises aggravated 
form of rape with the same sentence but for the remainder of natural life of the 
offender. If ‘life imprisonment’ always means a whole life sentence as per Cl. 4(b), 
the punishments become the same, and the legislative intent for a stricter penalty 
for aggravated rape is frustrated. Similarly, the punishment for murder under CL. 
101(1) of BNS is imprisonment for life and the death penalty. However, the possible 
sentence for murder by a life-convict is a whole life sentence along with the death 
penalty. If imprisonment for life means full life as per Cl. 4(b) then the difference in 
punishment between murder and murder by life-convicts becomes pointless. 
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Sexual Offences 


Clauses 63, 64, 70, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78 


While the substance of the provisions dealing with sexual offences under the BNS, 
are largely similar to the IPC, a few changes have been proposed.’ The Bill 
introduces a new chapter titled ‘Offences Against Women and Children’ to deal 
with sexual offences. Similar offences under the IPC are part of the chapter on 
‘Offences Affecting the Human Body’.® The implication of such restructuring is that 
the BNS does not recognise sexual offences unless they are committed against a 
woman.’ The BNS does not provide for a separate offence to cover rape of men 
and transgenders. Additionally, the Bill proposes minor changes to provisions 
relating to rape of women under the age of 18. It renumbers existing rape 
provisions and attempts to harmonise the treatment of gang rape of minor women 
with the POCSO. 


|. Gendered provisions 


‘Rape’ even in the IPC, is a gendered provision — where the offender can only be a 
man and the victim, a woman.” The only provision across statutes" which penalises 


7 Annotated Comparison of the IPC with the BNS. 

® Sexual offences, offences causing miscarriage etc and, assault and criminal force against 
women, and some offences under kidnapping and abduction which are all presently under 
Chapter XVI, IPC (Offences Affecting the Human Body); and Offences relating to marriage 
presently under Chapter XX, IPC, have been included in this chapter in BNS. Offences of 
disclosing identity of victim in certain cases (s. 228A, Chapter XI IPC) and words, gestures, 
intended to insult the modesty of women (s. 509, Chapter XXII IPC). 

? Woman includes both an adult ie. woman over the age of 18, as well as a female child 
below the age of 18. 

® Justice JS Verma, ‘The Report of the Committee on Amendments to Criminal Law’, (23 
January 2013), last accessed on 30.08.2023: Recommended that definition of rape be 
expanded to be neutral to the gender of the victim. 


" Sexual assault of male children is penalised under the POCSO. 


8 


rape of an adult man is s. 377,” which does not find a place in the BNS.” It follows 
that BNS fails to penalise sexual violence against men. 


The BNS categorises gender into three classes — man, woman, and transgender.” 
Transgender here includes a transwoman irrespective of whether they have gone 
through sex reassignment surgery etc, and any person who self identifies as a 
woman but the gender assigned at their birth is not female. This category of 
persons is excluded from the purview of ‘woman’ and hence sexual assault against 
them is not recognised as rape.” As there is no provision similar to s. 377, IPC in 
the BNS, the Bill also does not penalise sexual assault committed on a transgender 
person.” Similar to the IPC, sexual assault committed by anyone other than a man, 
including a transgender or transman, is not an offence under the BNS.” 


Notably, the statement of objects and reasons of the BNS mentions that ‘various 
offences have been made gender neutral.’ However, this does not apply to the 


offence of rape. In fact, only two provisions under the category of ‘criminal force 


18 


and assault against woman’ have been made gender neutral.” The victim in all 


these offences (as evident from the categorisation) remains a woman, but the 
proposed offences of assault or use of criminal force with the intent to disrobe (Cl. 


= Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018) 10 SCC 1: the Supreme Court read down s. 377, 
IPC as violative of Arts. 14, 15, 19, and 21 of the Constitution to the extent that it penalised 
consensual sexual acts of adults. Post this decision, s. 377, IPC is read to penalise only acts 
which are non-consensual. 

® Note that even though this provision itself doesn't find a place in the BNS, the term 
‘unnatural lust’ is mentioned under Cl. 38(d), BNS: ‘When right to private defence extends 
to causing death’, and s. 138(4): ‘Kidnapping child for ransom, murder etc’. 

* Cl. 2(9), BNS, ‘Gender’; in the explanation, s. 2(k) of the Transgender Persons Act, 2019 
defines ‘transgender person’ as ‘a person whose gender does not match with the gender 
assigned to that person at birth and includes trans-man or trans-woman (whether or not 
such person has undergone sex reassignment Surgery or hormone therapy or laser 
therapy or such other therapy), person with intersex variations, genderqueer and person 
having such socio-cultural identities as kinner, hijra, aravani and jogta’. 

® Jigyasa Mishra, ‘Raped, Mocked By Police For Seeking Justice: India’s Rape Laws Do Not 
Cover Transwomen’, (Article 14, 7 July 2022), last accessed on 24.08.2023. 

"© Note that offences against transgendered persons including ‘sexual abuse’ are penalised 
under s. 18 of the Transgender Persons Act, 2019, and are punishable with a term of 
imprisonment of at least 6 months but which may extend to 2 years. 


"Note that such sexual assault may be penalised as hurt/grievous hurt. 
"® These sections seek to replace s. 354, ss. 354A to 354D, and s. 509, IPC. 
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75, BNS) and voyeurism (Cl. 76, BNS) are to be penalised irrespective of whether 
committed by a man or a woman.” Inexplicably, sexual harassment (Cl. 74, BNS) and 
stalking (Cl. 77 BNS) continue to be an offence only when committed by a man. The 
Justice JS Verma Committee constituted to propose amendments to the rape law in 
the aftermath of the gang rape and murder of a young woman in New Delhi in 
December 2012 recommended making these offices (disrobing, voyeurism, and 
7° The 2013 amendments to the IPC defined these offences 
only when committed by a man and the proposed provisions of the BNS retain that 


stalking) gender neutra 


approach. 


ll. Range of punishments 


The Bill borrows age-based classification of rape victims from the IPC and POCSO”, 
and prescribes different sentencing options for the rape of minors under the ages 
of 18,” 16,7 and 12” respectively. The range of punishments for rape of minors of 
different ages is largely the same across the IPC, POCSO, and the BNS. 


In Cl. 4(b), the BNS proposes that a sentence of life imprisonment should be read 
as a sentence of ‘life imprisonment until the remainder of one’s natural life’ (‘whole 
life sentence’).” This does away with separate punishments for rape and 
aggravated rape. Cl. 64(1) punishes rape simpliciter with ten years to life 
imprisonment whereas Cl. 64(2) punishes aggravated forms of rape with ten years 


® BNS seeks to replace the words ‘A man’ with ‘whoever’ for both these offences. 

°lustice JS Verma, ‘The Report of the Committee on Amendments to Criminal Law’, (23 
January 2013), pg. 130, last accessed on 30.08.2023. 

71 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012. 

2S. 376 IPC; Cl. 64(1), BNS; s. 4(1) POCSO: prescribed sentencing options are imprisonment 
for ten years, life imprisonment, and fine. 

3S. 376(3) IPC; Cl. 65(1), BNS; s. 4(2) POCSO: prescribed sentencing options are rigorous 
imprisonment for twenty years, life imprisonment which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and fine. 

*4 S. 376AB, IPC; Cl. 65(2), BNS; s. 5(m) r/w s. 6 POCSO: prescribed sentencing options are 
imprisonment for twenty years, imprisonment for life which shall mean the remainder of 


that person's natural life and fine, and death. 

5 Justice JS Verma, ‘The Report of the Committee on Amendments to Criminal Law’, (23 
January 2013), pg. 239, last accessed on 30.08.2023: Recommended that a legislative 
clarification be introduced that life imprisonment must always mean imprisonment for ‘the 
entire natural life of the convict’, in line with relevant judicial pronouncements; Mohd. 
Munna v. Union of India (2005) 7 SCC 417; Gopal Vinayak Godse v. State of Maharashtra 
(1961) 3 SCR 440. 
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to life imprisonment for the remainder of a person’s natural life. If life imprisonment 
must always mean the remainder of one’s natural life under Cl. 4, the punishments 
are identical and the legislative intention behind providing a separate aggravated 
offence is frustrated.”° 


lll. Gang rape of women under the age of 18 


Cl. 70(2) introduces a new offence of gang rape of a woman under 18 years of age, 
proposing two changes worth noting. First, Cl. 70(2) merges s. 376DA and s. 376DB, 
IPC and removes age-based qualifiers to consider gang rape of a minor woman as 
an aggravated offence. Under the Bill, gang rape of any minor woman is an 
aggravated offence, which is also the position under POCSO.”’ Second, this new 
offence proposes that gang rape of all minor women be punishable with death or 
with whole life sentence. The IPC currently provides this sentencing option only for 
the gang rape of a woman under 12 years under s. 376DB. The BNS does not 
prescribe the death penalty for gang rape of older women. 


The minimum sentence for gang rape under the Bill, ie. whole life sentence, is also 
greater than the minimum sentence under POCSO, ie., rigorous imprisonment for 
20 years. It must be noted that whole life sentence is a possible punishment for 
gang rape of minors under all three texts. 


Writ petitions challenging the constitutionality of a punishment of whole life 
sentence are pending before the Supreme Court.” Where this is the only 
prescribed punishment for an offence under the IPC, as under s. 376DA, the 
challenge to the constitutionality of this provision is inter alia due to the lack of 
judicial discretion to impose a lesser punishment. It is argued that removing this 
discretion makes a convict’s personal circumstances and their probability to reform 
and rehabilitate irrelevant at the stage of sentencing. In doing so, it negates the 


7° The only other difference between the punishments under Cl. 64(1) and Cl. 64(2) is an 
error made in the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance 2013 and not corrected in the 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018; the minimum punishment for rape simpliciter under Cl. 
64(1) is rigorous imprisonment of either description for 10 years whereas aggravated forms 
of rape under Cl. 64(2) carry a minimum sentence of rigorous imprisonment for 10 years. 
The error is clear: ‘rigorous imprisonment’ cannot be ‘of either description’. This error is not 
as significant in the IPC because the maximum punishment under s. 376(1) and s. 376(2) is 
different. 

*” §. 5(6), POCSO. 

28 Nikhil Shivaji Golait v. State of Maharashtra WP Crl 184 of 2022; Mahendra Vishwanath 
Kawchale v. Union of India WP Crl 314 of 2022. 
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accused person’s right to a fair trial by taking away their right to be meaningfully 
heard on the question of sentence. If these impugned IPC provisions are removed 
and replaced by Cl. 70(2) of the Bill, the fate of these constitutional challenges is 
uncertain. If ‘life imprisonment that shall mean imprisonment until the remainder of 
one’s natural life’ under the Bill is understood to exclude powers of remission or 
early release under Cls. 475, 476 of BNSS, the constitutional concerns around ss. 
376DA and 376DB IPC will extend to Cl. 70(2) of BNS as well. 


IV. Age of consent for married women 


Another significant change is that the age of consent for a married woman under 
the definition of rape (Cl. 63 BNS/ s. 375 IPC) is proposed to be increased from 15 
to 18 years. Exception 2 to s. 375 IPC provides that sexual intercourse between a 
man and his own wife, wife not being under the age of 15, is not rape. The change 
in age of consent seeks to give legislative effect to the Supreme Court's judgment 
in Independent Thought v. Union of India (2017),7? where the marital rape 
exception exception was read down to the extent that it allowed sexual intercourse 
between a man and his minor wife over the age of 15 years. Cl. 63 of the BNS 
retains the marital rape exception. 


V. Colonial and archaic language/provisions 


Throughout the Bill, archaic and problematic terms like ‘lunacy’, ‘unsoundness of 
mind’, and ‘insanity’ have been replaced with ‘mental illness’.?° In Cl. 64(2)(k), which 
provides for an aggravated form of rape [presently under s. 376 (2) (I), IPC], this 
change not only alters the nomenclature but also affects the substance of the 
provision. Here, the proposed change is to replace the term ‘mental or physical 
disability’ with ‘mental illness’ or ‘physical disability’. The impact of this is that it 
excludes the rape of a woman who suffers from a ‘mental disability’ such as 
intellectual disability, dyslexia or autism.” 


The offence of ‘word, gesture, or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman’ 
(s. 509 IPC) has been brought under the category of Assault and Criminal Force 
against Women as Cl. 78 in the BNS. The proposed provision states that ‘whoever, 
intending to insult the modesty of any woman, utters any words, makes any 


?° (2017) 10 SCC 800. 
3° As defined under s. 2(s) of the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017. 


31 


Note that ‘mental illness’ as under the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 excludes ‘mental 
disability’ and the same is included under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. 
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sound or gesture, or exhibits any object in any form, intending that such word or 
sound shall be heard, or that such gesture or object shall be seen, by such 
woman, or intrudes upon the privacy of such woman’. The text in bold has been 
proposed presumably to include any display in electronic form. 


Although the purpose of these new bills was, inter alia, to remove colonial and 
archaic terms, the language of ‘modesty of women’ has been retained in Cl. 78 as 
well as in Cl. 73 which punishes ‘assault or criminal force to woman with intent to 
outrage her modesty’. It is pertinent to note that the Justice JS Verma Committee 
Report recommended that non-penetrative sexual assault be penalised under s. 
354 IPC without reference to ‘modesty of women’ as the phrase was deemed 
inappropriate. 
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Sexual Intercourse by Employing Deceitful Means 


Clause 69 


In Cl. 69, the BNS criminalises sexual intercourse that does not constitute rape. This 
includes sexual intercourse based on deceitful means or on a promise to marry a 
woman without having any intention to fulfil the same. In the explanation to the 
provision, ‘deceitful means’ is said to include ‘the false promise of employment or 
promotion, inducement or marr(y)ing (sic) after suppressing identity’. 


Sexual intercourse based on false promise to marry has for long been criminalised 
as rape in India through judicial pronouncements. Such cases have been treated by 
the judicary as ‘rape’ under s. 375 IPC. This interpretation relies on the definition of 
‘consent’ under s. 90, IPC, as per which consent given under misconception of fact, 
such as a false promise to marry, is not consent. Not delivering on the promise 
vitiates consent, leading the sexual intercourse to be interpreted as rape. S. 90 has 
two elements. Firstly, consent of the woman should be based on a misconception 
of a fact. Secondly, the offender should know or have reason to believe that the 
consent was given under a misconception. Cl. 69 impacts both these aspects. 
Knowledge on part of the offender that the sexual intercourse was in fact based on 
a promise is no longer relevant. In addition, Cl. 69 ousts the consent of women. 
This means that irrespective of whether the promise of employment, promotion or 
marriage had a bearing on the consent of the woman to sexual intercourse, if such 
promise is established to be false, the sexual intercourse can be punished under 
Cl. 69.” 


|. Gender neutrality of offender 


S. 69 is gender neutral so far as the accused is considered as it uses the neutral 
term ‘whoever’ to describe an offender. Thus, a woman having sexual intercourse 
with another woman by making a false promise of employment or promotion could 
be punished under this provision. 


2 Neetika Vishwanath, ‘Controlling women's sexual autonomy’ (The Hindu, 31 August 2023), 
last accessed on 31.08.2023. 


14 


ll. Judicial interpretation of false promise to marry as rape 


After various conflicting High Court judgments on the applicability of s. 90, IPC to 
rape under false promise to marry,” the position was clarified by the Supreme 
Court in Uday v. State of Karnataka (2003).** The Court held that whether false 
promise to marry amounts to rape must be decided on a case-by-case basis, 
depending on whether (a) consent was taken under a false promise of marriage 
with no intention of being fulfilled, and (b) the alleged offender believed that 
consent was given on the basis of the false promise. Since then, the Supreme 
Court, in cases such as Deelip Singh v. State of Bihar (2005), Deepak Gulati v. 
State of Haryana (2013)*°, and Naim Ahamed v. State (NCT of Delhi) (2023)"’ has 
added another dimension to this analysis: whether consent was under a false 
promise from the very beginning, or whether a promise, genuinely made, /ater 
became false for any reason. Simply put, the Supreme Court has held that sexual 
intercrouse pursuant to a false promise to marry is rape but failing to fulfil a 
genuine promise to marry is not.” 


Determining whether a promise is genuine or whether there was ‘intent to marry’ 
has proven challenging, and a critique of this jurisprudence has been that the 
courts have enforced social hierarchies including caste.” In cases where the 
marriage was deemed socially unacceptable on account of differences of religion, 
caste, or class, courts have acquitted the accused; assuming that the women knew 
such a promise was not likely to be fulfilled. Cl. 69 retains the language of intent 
without providing clarification on how this is to be understood, and as such, the 
above critique of this legal position may still be valid. 


> In some decisions such as Jayanti Rani Panda v. West Bengal 1983 SCC OnLine Cal 98 
and Hari Majhi v. West Bengal 1989 SCC OnLine Cal 255 it was observed that a joint 
reading of ss. 90 and 375, IPC provides that sexual intercourse under false promise to 
marry can be deemed rape (conviction was not upheld in either of these cases). In others, 
this interpretation has been rejected, such as Mir Wali Mohammad v. Bihar 1990 SCC 
OnLine Pat 168; and Sarimoni Mahto v. Amulya Mahto 2002 SCC OnLine Jhar 373. 

** (2003) 4 SCC 46. 

*° (2005) 1 SCC 88. 

*° (2013) 7 SCC 675. 

*” 2023 SCC Online SC 89. 

8 Pramod Suryabhan Pawar v. State of Maharashtra (2019) 9 SCC 608. 

° Arushi Garg, Consent, Conjugality and Crime: Hegemonic Constructions of Rape Law in 
India, Social & Legal Studies, Volume 28, Issue 6, 2019, pg. 737. 


15 


Besides, ‘deceitful means’ under Cl. 69 inter alia includes ‘marrying after 
suppressing identity’, which could include suppression of any part of one’s identity 
- gender, caste, faith or religion. This poses the risk of Cl. 69 being used to foster 
intra-caste/faith and other socially approved relationships. 


lll. Undermining sexual autonomy of women 


Criminalising sex based on deceit with a possible sentence as high as 10 years also 
raises concerns about the sexual autonomy of women. The approach embedded in 
Cl. 69 sees women inevitably as victims who can be manipulated into having sexual 
intercourse and need the protection of criminal law.*° 


IV. Overlap between Cl. 68 and Cl. 69 


Cases of sexual intercourse by deceitful means under Cl. 69 may be similar to 
cases under Cl. 68, which criminalises the abuse of a fiduciary relationship or 
position to seduce a woman under one’s charge or custody, into having sexual 
intercourse.”' Neither Cl. 68 nor Cl. 69 amount to rape. The difference between the 
two is that the latter makes sexual intercourse an offence when ‘deceitful means’ 
are employed, Cl. 68 does so when a fiduciary relationship is exploited to seduce a 
woman. In practice, there is likely to be significant overlap between these 
provisions. However, the punishment under these sections is different, as offences 
under Cl. 68 BNS / s. 376C IPC are punishable with imprisonment 5 years” to 10 
years; while convicts under Cl. 69 can be punished for up to 10 years 
imprisonment. 


“° Neetika Vishwanath, The Shifting Shape of the Rape Discourse, Indian Journal of Gender 
Studies, Volume 25, Issue 1, 2018. 

*''S. 376C, IPC. 

“ Cl. 68, BNS and s. 376C, IPC both prescribe a punishment of ‘rigorous imprisonment of 
either description’. 
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Mob Lynching 


Clause 101(2) and Clause 115(4) 


Cls. 101(2) and 115(4) of the BNS introduce new provisions against the ‘heinous’? 
crime of mob lynching. Without specifically using the term ‘mob lynching’, special 
categories have been created within the offence of murder and grievous hurt by ‘a 
group of five or more persons’ motivated by the social profile of the victim, 
specifically their ‘race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, language, personal 
belief and any other ground’. 


|. Background 


The inclusion of special provisions for mob lynching appears to be a step in the 
direction recommended by the Supreme Court in Tehseen S. Poonawalla v. Union 
of India.” Recognising the growing problem of mob vigilantism and its implications 
on the rule of law, the Supreme Court had urged Parliament to create a special law 
against mob lynching and provide adequate punishment for the same. The Court 
also introduced certain preventive, remedial and punitive measures, including 
guidelines for effective investigation and trial, as well as special provisions 
regarding monetary compensation to victims of mob lynching. These other 
guidelines have not been included in the proposed criminal law bills. 


“8 PIB Delhi, ‘Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah introduces 
the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita Bill, 2023 and 
the Bharatiya Sakshya Bill, 2023 in the Lok Sabha, today’ (Press India Bureau, 11 August 
2023), last accessed on 30.08.2023. 

“* Cl. 101 (2), BNS Punishment for murder: ‘When a group of five or more persons acting in 
concert commits murder on the ground of race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, 
language, personal belief or any other ground each member of such group shall be 
punished with death or with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than seven years, and shall also be liable to fine’. 

*° Writ Petition (Civil) No. 754 of 2016 dt.17.07.2018. 
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ll. Confusions in the punishment framework 


This special category of murder has been introduced within ‘Punishment for 
murder’ (Cl. 101). While murder is punishable with death or life imprisonment, Cl. 
101(2) provides a range of sentences - mandatory minimum of seven years 
imprisonment, life imprisonment or the death penalty, against ‘five or more persons 
acting in concert’. Curiously, this is the first time a punishment less than life 
imprisonment has been stipulated for murder. 


On the other hand, Cl. 115(4) which deals with the offence of voluntarily causing 
grievous hurt includes a special category of grievous hurt committed by ‘five or 
more persons’ on grounds of social profile of the victim. The offence here is also 
punishable with a term of imprisonment extending up to seven years, which is the 
same as the punishment for grievous hurt simpliciter. 


lll. Observation on identified grounds 


The proposed Cl. 101(2) and Cl. 115(4) do not include religion as one of the social 
indicators/markers. In Tehseen S. Poonawalla, the Supreme Court recognised 
religion as a prominent factor in instances of mob lynching. Further, anti-mob 
lynching laws sought to be introduced by a few states,*° also recognise religion as 
a motivating factor for the offence of lynching. 


Instead, the provisions in the BNS employ the phrase ‘personal belief or any other 
ground’, without any definitional clarity. While it is possible to interpret the scope 
of this phrase broadly to include religion within its ambit,’” the absence of an 
explicit mention of religion in the provisions sits rather oddly. This is particularly so 
considering religion continues to be mentioned in other provisions of the BNS; 
such as Cl. 194 which criminalises enmity between groups on the grounds of 
‘religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, caste of community or any other 
ground’, and Chapter XVI pertaining to offences relating to religion. 


In any case, the language of Cl. 101(2) and Cl. 115(4) and their apparent implications, 
raise serious questions about the purpose behind including these provisions. They 
dispel any assumptions about mob lynching being an aggravated form of murder 
and grievous hurt. 


46 


Manipur Protection from Mob Violence Ordinance, 2018; West Bengal (Prevention of 
Lynching) Bill, 2019; Jharkhand (Mob Violence and Mob Lynching Prevention) Bill, 2021; 
Rajasthan Protection from Lynching Bill, 2019. 

“” SR. Bommai v. Union of India (1994) 3 SCC 1, para 182. 
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IV. Concerns with provision for murder caused by mob lynching 


The BNS does not create a new offence of mob-lynching resulting in murder, but 
only introduces a special category of murder, with a special range of punishment. 
This is introduced by way of an additional sub-clause in Cl. 101 ‘Punishment for 
murder’. 


Cl. 99 provides the ingredients constituting the offence of murder, the actus reus 
(act or omission) and mens rea (criminal intent). However, a special qualification has 
been introduced in Cl. 101(2) - that the murder must be committed ‘on the ground 
of race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, language, personal belief or any 
other ground’. It is unclear whether this creates an additional requirement for 
intent to murder on the basis of the social profile of the victim. The phrase ‘any 
other ground’ has also not been qualified and creates an ambiguity on whether it 
relates to the social profile of the victim or could extend to other reasons as well. 


Additionally, though Cl. 101(2) uses the term ‘acting in concert’ to determine 
involvement of persons in the offence, the implication of this phrase and whether it 
creates common intention for murder, is unclear. This is because Cl. 101(2) is not a 
deeming provision; unlike the provision for gang rape (Cl. 70) where the persons 
involved have been deemed to have committed the offence of rape. Instead, it 
appears that for Cl. 101(2) to apply, the ‘five or more persons acting in concert’ 
should first be found guilty of murder, as provided for by Cl. 99, and thereafter 
punished under Cl. 101(2). Therefore, from the language of Cl. 101(2), it appears that 
it only provides punishment for murder involving a special fact situation or a 
special category of murder and does not create a separate offence. 


Curiously, a reduced range of punishment for murder due to mob lynching, has 
been introduced in Cl. 101(2), compared to the offence of murder simpliciter. The 
inclusion of a range of sentences might be to account for the different degrees of 
involvement and the role of multiple accused in a case of mob lynching. This 
rationale is also in tandem with jurisprudence on individualised sentencing and 
judicial discretion in cases of multiple accused. However, this provision creates an 
anomaly, where though all the accused have been found guilty for murder, the 
option for a punishment of at least 7 years imprisonment has been introduced only 
in special cases of murder caused by mob lynching. The relevance of differing 
levels of involvement of multiple accused is equally relevant for the purposes of 
punishment in instances of murder, beyond mob lynching. As Cl. 101(2) has been 
added as a separate section, those convicted of murder under Cl. 99 cannot be 
additionally punished under Cl. 101(1). In such cases, only Cl. 101(2) would be 
applicable. 
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Therefore, far from recognising mob lynching as an aggravated form of murder, 
this provision creates an anomalous situation where a minimum sentence of seven 
years is permissible only in cases of murder caused by mob lynching. 


V. Concerns with provision for grievous hurt caused by mob 
lynching 


The purpose behind including a separate sub-clause for mob lynching in the 
provision for ‘Voluntarily causing grievous hurt’ (Cl. 115) is unclear. Cl. 115(4) 
provides a special category of grievous hurt, by introducing a special requirement 
of intention, requiring that the commission of grievous hurt by ‘five or more 
persons’ must be motivated by the social profile of the victim. Notably, this 
provision would only be applicable against persons directly causing (or intending 
to cause) grievous hurt, and would not include other persons inciting or involved in 
planning or ‘acting in concert’, because of the omission of this particular phrase 
from the provision. 


However, there is no difference in the punishment provided for this special 
category of offence and the offence of grievous hurt simpliciter; both provide for 
punishment for a term of imprisonment which may extend to seven years. 
Therefore, there appears to be no difference in the treatment of grievous hurt and 
grievous hurt due to mob lynching, and raises questions about the legislative 
intent behind introducing this separate category of offence. 


“8 This is in contrast to even the provision for punishment for murder for mob lynching (CI. 
101(2), BNS), or the offence of organised crime (Cl. 109, BNS). 
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Punishment for Murder and Attempt to Murder by 
Life-Convicts 


Clause 102 and Clause 107(2) 


Cl. 102 and Cl. 107(2) of the BNS provide the punishment for the offence of murder 
and attempt to murder (if hurt is caused), respectively, committed by prisoners 
undergoing the sentence of life imprisonment (life-convict). Both sections prescribe 
death penalty or a whole life sentence as possible punishments. This part discusses 
issues with the mandatory minimum of a whole life sentence, assuming that it is 
different from a sentence of imprisonment for life.” 


|. Background 


Cl. 102 seeks to replace s. 303, IPC on punishment for murder by life-convict, which 
was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in Mithu v. State of Punjab.” S. 
303 prescribed mandatory death penalty for murder committed by a life-convict. 
The Court held that mandatory imposition of a death sentence restricts judicial 
consideration of factors relating to the crime and the criminal in individual cases. 
Further, it creates an unreasonable classification between convicts serving 
sentences other than life imprisonment and life-convicts. The section was held to 
be arbitrary and unreasonable as it disregarded the nature of the previous offence 
for which the sentence of life imprisonment was imposed while imposing the death 
penalty for a subsequent offence of murder. 


Cl. 107 replaces s. 307 (2) IPC, which currently prescribes a mandatory death 
sentence for the attempt to murder by a life-convict. It is important to note that 
despite the ruling in Mithu on s. 303 IPC, this section is still in force. 


“9 Refer to note on Cl. 4(b), BNS at pg. 3 which discusses whether the sentence of 


imprisonment for life is different from imprisonment for the remainder of that person's 
natural life. 
°° (1983) 2 SCC 277. 
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Il Mandatory minimum of whole life sentence restricts judicial 
discretion and dismisses reform 


Cls. 102 and 107(2) seek to address the issues raised in Mithu by introducing the 
whole life sentence as an alternative to the death penalty. The introduction of a 
mandatory minimum of a whole life sentence, restricts judicial discretion to impose 
a sentence of life imprisonment (with the possibility of remission), depending on 
individual factors such as the culpability of the convict or their probability of 


reform.’ 


A whole life sentence extinguishes a convict’s hope of being released 
from prison and their reintegration into society. Therefore, a statutorily mandated 
whole life sentence is similar to the death penalty, as it renders the consideration 


eT: . . 2 
of reform and rehabilitation meaningless.” 


It is pertinent to note that whole life sentences as prescribed under ss. 376DA and 
376DB of the IPC are currently under challenge before the Supreme Court.” 


lll. No valid basis for prescribing aggravated punishments for 
life-convicts 


Cls. 102 and 107(2) do not resolve the issues regarding the arbitrary and 
unreasonable classification of persons serving life imprisonment as highlighted in 
Mithu, which are as follows: 


1) No reasonable basis for drawing a distinction between persons who commit 
murder while serving life imprisonment from those serving fixed term 
sentences or those who have already undergone such sentences. 


*' In Union of India v. V. Sriharan (2016) 7 SCC 191, by a 3:2 majority, the Constitution Bench 
of the Supreme Court held that in offences punishable by death, constitutional courts (i.e. 
the Supreme Court and High Courts) can restrict the State’s powers of premature release or 
remission of sentence under the CrPC. Such powers may be exercised to either restrict the 
consideration of premature release either for a fixed term or for the whole life of the 
convict. Such power to restrict remission has not been extended to trial courts. 

2 Similar provision of mandatory minimum of whole life sentence has been introduced for 
the repeat sex offenders under Cl. 70 BNS, and for trafficking of a child below the age of 
18 years on more than one occasion under Cl. 141(6) BNS and trafficking of any person by a 
public servant or police officer under Cl. 141(7) BNS. 

°3 Mahendra Vishwanath Kawchale v. Union of India, WP (Crl.) 314 of 2022; Nikhil Shivaji 
Golait v. State of Maharashtra, WP (Crl.) 184 of 2022. 


22 


2) As with the IPC, the BNS proposes life imprisonment as a punishment for a 
wide range of non-homicidal offences.” Therefore, the motive and 
circumstances of the previous offence for which life imprisonment was 
prescribed as the punishment, may have no relation to the subsequent 
offence of murder, for which a mandatory minimum of a whole life sentence 
can be imposed. 


3) There was no data to indicate the frequency of murders by life convicts in 
order to justify the imposition of a mandatory minimum of whole life 
sentence. 


Without resolving these issues as explained in Mithu, the constitutional validity of 
these clauses would be suspect. 


IV. Cl 107(2) collapses the distinction between the offence of 
attempt to murder and murder 


Cl. 107(2) prescribes the punishment of death or whole life sentence in case of 
attempt to murder by a life convict, where hurt is caused. This raises serious 
concerns of arbitrariness as it erases the distinction between the offence of 
attempt to murder (if hurt is caused) and murder committed by a life-convict, by 
prescribing the same punishment. Further, the death penalty as a_ possible 
punishment for attempt to murder where hurt is caused by life-convicts has no 
reasonable basis and appears disproportionate. This may lead to a situation where 
a convict serving life imprisonment for a non-homicidal offence such as forgery, if 
subsequently convicted for attempt to murder resulting in simple hurt may be 
sentenced to death. 


Refer to Table 1 on offences punishable by imprisonment for life and whole life sentence 
at pg. 5. 
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Death by Negligence 


Clause 104 


Cl. 104(1), BNS seeks to replace s. 304A IPC on causing death through a rash or 
negligent act which does not amount to culpable homicide. However, Cl. 104(1) 
enhances the maximum punishment from two years as prescribed in s.304A to 
seven years and additionally mandates imposition of a fine. The reason for these 
changes is not clear from the Statement of Object and Reasons in the Bill. The 
maximum punishment may have been enhanced as a response to repeated 
observations made by the Supreme Court regarding the inadequacy of punishment 
under s. 304A, in the context of increased vehicular accidents.” 


Further, Cl. 104(2) introduces an aggravated form of death by negligence with a 
maximum punishment of ten years for persons who ‘escape from the scene of the 
incident or fail to report the incident to a Police officer or Magistrate soon after the 
incident.’ This aggravated form of the offence may have been introduced to 
address hit and run accident cases, to ensure that the accident is immediately 
reported and the victims receive timely medical support.” 


However, Cl. 104(2) will apply to all forms of rash or negligent act which may cause 
death. From a textual reading of the clause, it is unclear whether both 
requirements regarding ‘escaping from the scene of the offence’ and ‘failure to 
report to the police officer or magistrate’ need to be fulfilled to qualify as an 
aggravated form of causing death by negligence. There may be situations where a 
person can fulfil one of the requirements only by violating the other. For example, 
in case of a vehicular accident where the person does not have a mobile phone, 
reporting to the police or magistrate may not be possible without leaving the 
scene of the incident. Similarly, in accident cases, a person might be compelled to 
leave the scene of offence due to apprehension of assault by bystanders. Such 


°° State of Punjab v. Dil Bahadur 2023 SCC OnLine SC 348 para 11; Abdul Sharif v. State of 
Haryana (2016) 15 SCC 204 paras 4-6; State of Punjab v. Saurabh Bakshi (2015) 5 SCC 182, 
paras 25-26. 

°° §. 2(12A) of Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, introduced in 2019, defines the term ‘golden hour’ 
as the hour-long period following the traumatic injury during which prompt medical care 
may avert the possibility of death. As per S. 162 in Chapter XI (w.ef 104.2022), insurance 


companies shall provide schemes for treatment of road accident victims during the golden 
hour. 
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instances may fall within the purview of Cl. 104(2), even if there is no intention to 
disregard the law. 


It should be kept in mind that the provision is not limited to instances of motor 
vehicle accidents, but to all cases of death by negligence and the requirement to 
report the incident to the police or the magistrate may be unmet as the person 
may be unaware of their role in the death of the victim or whether their act was 
rash or negligent. For instance, in cases of medical negligence where the death 
may not be immediate, or the cause of the death is unclear or whether it was 
caused due to the negligence of the medical staff, a person may fail to report the 
incident to the police or the magistrate, and be liable for a higher punishment. 


Finally, the requirement to mandate reporting of the incident to the police or the 


magistrate may compel a person to be a witness against themselves and violate 
their right to self-incrimination under Art. 20(3) of the Constitution. 
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Organised Crime and Petty Organised Crime 


Clause 109 and Clause 110 


Cls. 109 and 110 of the BNS have, for the first time, introduced ‘organised crime’ as 
an offence under a central law, which would be applicable throughout the country. 
Prior to this, ‘organised crime’ was penalised in some states through state 
legislations.” 


Organised crime under Cl. 109 refers to a continuing unlawful activity carried out 
by (a) groups of individuals acting in concert, either singly or jointly, or as a 
member of or on behalf of an organised crime syndicate, (b) by the use of 
violence, threat of violence, intimidation, coercion, corruption or other unlawful 
means (c) to gain direct or indirect material benefit (including financial benefit). Cl. 
109 provides an illustrative list unlawful activities that it covers, which include — (i) 
kidnapping (ii) robbery (iii) vehicle theft (iv) extortion (v) land grabbing (vi) 
contract killing (vii) economic offences (viii) cyber-crimes having severe 
consequences (ix) trafficking in people, drugs, illicit good or services and weapons 
and (x) human trafficking racket for prostitution or ransom. 


Cl. 110 penalises common forms of organised crime by criminal groups or gangs 
that cause general feelings of insecurity among citizens, as ‘petty organised crime’. 
It also provides an illustrative list of 15 unlawful activities, including various forms of 
theft, procuring money in an unlawful manner in a public transport system, illegal 
selling of tickets, and selling of public examination question papers. 


This part compares Cls. 109 and 110 of the BNS with provisions of the existing state 
legislations on organised crime and highlights the issues of arbitrariness and vague 
scope of these clauses. 


*” For example, Andhra Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Act, 2001; Arunachal Pradesh 
Control of Organised Crime Act, 2002; Telangana Control of Organised Crime Act, 2001; 


Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime Act, 2015; Karnataka Control of Organised 
Crime Act, 2000; Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act, 1999; Uttar Pradesh Control 
of Organised Crime Act, 2017. 
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|. Background 


As per the statement of objects and reasons of the BNS, Cls. 109 and 110 have 
been introduced to effectively deal with the issue of organised crime in the 
country and to deter the commission of such activities. While Cl. 109 borrows 
heavily from the existing state legislations on organised crime as described below, 
Cl. 110 creates a separate category of ‘petty organised crime’, distinct from 
‘organised crime’, for the first time. 


ll. Comparison with existing organised crime legislations in India 


Cl. 109 of the BNS in relation to ‘organised crime’ borrows heavily from the 
MCOCA,”® which has been extended to New Delhi,” and the GujCOCA.°° Andhra 
Pradesh,” Arunachal Pradesh,” Karnataka,’ Telangana,” and Uttar Pradesh” have 
acts which are identical to MCOCA and GujCOCA. Further, Haryana’ and Rajasthan” 
have introduced similar bills on organised crimes. It is important to note that the 
Supreme Court and various High Courts have upheld the constitutional validity of 
several provisions in these statutes.”° 


°8 MCOCA. 
°° GSR 6(E), Extension of M A to Delhi, Ministry of Home Affairs, January 2, 2002. 
°° GujCOCA. 


*' Andhra Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Act, 2001. 

* Arunachal Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Act, 2002. 

Karnataka Control of Organised Crime, Act 2000. 

*4 Telangana Control of Organised Crime Act, 2001, 

® Uttar Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Act, 2017 (UPCOCA) (similar to GujCOCA). 

°° Haryana Control of Organised Crime Bill, 2020. 

*” Rajasthan Control of Organi rime Bill 2023. 

°° state of Maharashtra v. Bharat Shanti Lal Shah (2008) 13 SCC 5: the Supreme Court 
upheld the validity of the provisions of the s. 2(1)(d),(e) and (f) and ss. 3 and 4 of MCOCA; 
Zameer Ahmed Latifur Rehman Sheikh v. State of Maharashtra (2010) 5 SCC 246: Supreme 
Court upheld that the State government was competent to enact laws pertaining to 
insurgency as they fall under the term ‘public order’ in the State list; Mohd. Irfan v. State of 
Delhi 2018 SCCOnline Del 13223: the Delhi High Court rejected the challenge to provisions 
of s. 3(1)(ii) of MCOCA on the ground that it prescribes mandatory imposition of minimum 


63 


fine. 
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Table 2 compares various definitions under the BNS, MCOCA and GujCOCA.®’ Since 
legislations in other states are identical to MCOCA or GujCOCA, the analysis has 


been restricted to these two legislations. 


Table 2: Comparative analysis of definitions under the BNS, MCOCA 
and GujCOCA 


Organised 
crime 


Activity: Continuing 
unlawful activity” by the 
effort of groups of 
individuals acting in 
concert, singly or jointly 


Membership: As a 
member of an organised 
crime syndicate or on 
behalf of such syndicate 


Mode: By use of 
violence, threat of 
violence, intimidation, 
coercion, corruption or 
related activities or 
other unlawful means 


6 MCOCA and GujCOCA provide for 


organised crime; however these are not available in BNS or BNSS; BNSS only provides that 


Activity: Continuing 
unlawful activity by an 
individual, singly or 


jointly” 


Membership: As a 
member of an organised 
crime syndicate or on 
behalf of the syndicate” 


Mode: By use of 
violence, threat of 
violence, intimidation, 
coercion or other 
unlawful means”° 


Activity: Continuing 
unlawful activity and 
terrorist act, by an 
individual, singly or 
jointly” 

Membership: As a 
member of an organised 
crime syndicate or on 
behalf of the syndicate” 


Mode: By use of 
violence or threat of 
violence or intimidation, 
coercion or other 
unlawful means” 


separate special procedures for the offence of 


during the time of arrest, the police may handcuff a person who has committed the offence 


of organised crime, as more specifically provided therein. 
7° Cl. 109, BNS. 
” Includes an illustrative list of unlawful activities as mentioned above. 


” §. 2(e), MCOCA. 

7S. 2 (e), GujCOCA includes an illustrative list of unlawful activities — (i) terrorism (ii) 
extortion (iii) land grabbing (iv) contract killing (v) economic offences (vi) cyber-crimes 
having severe consequences (vii) running large scale gambling rackets (viii) human 
trafficking racket for prostitution or ransom by an individual. Among the above, UPCOCA 
includes unlawful activities such as illegal mining, extraction of forest produce etc. in its 
definition. 

§. 2(e), MCOCA. 

” §, 2(e), GujCOCA. 

° S. 2(e), MCOCA. 

” §, 2(e), GujiCOCA. 
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Continuing 
unlawful 
activity 


78 


Object: To obtain direct 
or indirect, material 
benefit”® (including 
financial benefit) 


Activity prohibited by 
law including an 
illustrative list of ten 
unlawful activities 


Classification: Such 
unlawful activity must be 
cognizable offence 


Mode: Singly or jointly, 
as a member of an 
organised crime 
syndicate or on behalf 
of such syndicate 


Object: To (i) gain 
pecuniary benefit or (ii) 
gain undue economic or 
other advantage (for 
himself or any other 
person) (iii) promote 


insurgency” 


Activity prohibited by 
law for the time being in 
force” 


Classification: Such 
unlawful activity must be 
cognizable offence, 
punishable with three 
years or more” 


Mode: Singly or jointly, 
as a member of an 
organised crime 
syndicate or on behalf 
of such syndicate” 


Object: In case of 
economic offences, with 
the aim to obtain 
monetary benefits or 
large scale organised 
betting in any form®° 


Activity prohibited by 
law for the time being in 
force including an 
illustrative list of eight 
unlawful activities” 


Classification: Such 
unlawful activity must be 
cognizable offence, 
punishable with three 
years or more™ 


Mode: singly or jointly, 
as a member of an 
organised crime 
syndicate or on behalf 
of such syndicate®° 


Explanation (i) to the Cl. 109(1) provides that benefit includes property, advantage, 


service, entertainment, the use of or access to property or facilities and anything or benefit 
to a person whether or not it has any inherent or tangible value, purpose or attribute. 

” S. 2(e), MCOCA. 
8° s. 2(d), GujCOCA. UPCOCA includes objects such as - (i) spreading terror (ii) overthrowing 
the government (iii) indulgence in anti-national activities etc. 
*1'S. 2(d), MCOCA. 

*2 S. 2(c), GujCOCA. 
*? §. 2(d), MCOCA. 
4S. 2(c), GujCOCA. 
*° §. 2(d), MCOCA. 
® S 2(c), GuiCOCA. 
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Organised 
crime 
syndicate 


Continuing nature: More 
than one charge-sheet 
has been filed before a 
competent court within 
the preceding period of 
ten years and that the 
court has taken 
cognizance of such 
offence. 


Members — Members 
include (i) criminal 
organisation or (ii) group 
of three or more 
persons 


Mode: Acting singly or 
collectively in concert, 
as a syndicate, gang, 
mafia, or crime ring 
indulging in commission 
of one or more serious 
offences or involved in 
gang criminality, 
racketeering and 
syndicate organised 
crime 


87 S_ 2(d), MCOCA. 
88'S. 2(c), GujCOCA. 
89'S. 2 (f), MCOCA. 
°° S. 2(f), GujCOCA. 
"S. 2(f), MCOCA. 
 S. 2(f), GujCOCA. 


Continuing nature: More 
than one charge-sheet 
has been filed before a 
competent court within 
the preceding period of 
ten years and court has 
taken cognizance of 
such offence.” 


Members: Group of two 
89 
or more persons 


Mode: Acting singly or 
collectively as a 
syndicate or gang 
indulging in activities of 


A . 9 
organised crime” 
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Continuing nature: More 
than one charge-sheet 
has been filed before a 
competent court within 
the preceding period of 
ten years and court has 
taken cognizance of 
such offence.*® 


Members: Group of two 
90 
Or more persons 


Mode: Acting singly or 
collectively as a 
syndicate or gang 
indulging in activities of 
organised crime” 


lll. Broadening of the scope of organised crime 


The BNS has introduced several changes to the definition of ‘organised crime’ as 
compared to MCOCA and GujCOCA. Firstly, under MCOCA and GujCOCA, 
‘continuing unlawful activity’ was restricted to any unlawful activity which is a 
cognisable offence punishable with imprisonment of three or more years, in 
respect of which more than one charge-sheet had been filed in the last ten years. 
However, the BNS has broadened the scope of continuing unlawful activity, by 
including all cognisable offences within its purview. 


Secondly, unlike MCOCA and GujCOCA, BNS has introduced the phrase ‘by the 
effort of groups of individuals acting in concert’ in the definition of organised 
crime. It is unclear whether this creates an additional requirement for common 
intention amongst the members of the group towards the commission of that 
particular continuing unlawful activity, or if it simply refers to the common objective 
that the individuals have by virtue of being members of the group. 


Thirdly, BNS defines organised crime as any continuing unlawful activity that leads 
to direct or indirect material benefit, including financial benefit. While ‘material 
benefit’ has not been defined, ‘benefit’ has been defined in the explanation to Cl. 
109, to include ‘anything of benefit to a person, whether or not it has any inherent 
or tangible value, purpose or attribute.’ Such a broad and vague definition may 
result in a significant expansion of the scope of organised crime under the BNS. 


IV. Vagueness in the definition of organised crime syndicate 


The BNS defines an organised crime syndicate as meaning a criminal organisation 
or a group of three or more persons indulging in certain acts in the manner 
specified. In doing so, BNS, for the first time, introduces the phrase ‘criminal 
organisation’. This term has not been separately defined, and it is unclear which 
organisations would be classified as ‘criminal’, and the process, if any, to be 
followed for such classification. 


Additionally, MCOCA and GujCOCA restricted the definition of organised crime 
syndicate to groups that were indulging in activities of ‘organised crime’, which 
was defined in the Acts. However, the BNS broadens the definition by including 
within it, criminal organisations or groups which indulge in the commission of ‘one 
or more serious offences’, the scope of which is unclear. Further, other phrases in 


the definition including ‘gang criminality’ and ‘racketeering’ have also not been 
defined. 
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V. Issues of arbitrariness while defining the offences related to 
organised crime 


Cl. 109(2) to 109(7) define various offences related to organised crime and their 
respective punishments. The issues regarding these provisions have been 
highlighted below: 


a. No distinction between the commission of an offence and its attempt 


Cl. 109(2) arbitrarily erases the distinction between the attempt to commit an 
organised crime, and the commission of organised crime, by prescribing the same 
punishment. Cl. 109(2)(a) prescribes the punishment of death or imprisonment for 
life, in case the offence results in death of any individual, while in any other case, 
Cl. 109(2)(b) prescribes the punishment of not less than five years which may 
extend to imprisonment for life. It may be noted that under MCOCA®” and 
GujCOCA,™ while the punishment for commission of the offence which may result in 
death is higher than the punishment for the attempt to commit such an offence, 
they prescribe the same punishment for the commision of an offence and its 
attempt in all other cases. 


Further, like MCOCA®” and GujCOCA,”° there is no requirement for a separate mens 
rea for causing death of a person under Cl. 109(2), BNS. Therefore, under this 
clause, irrespective of the person’s knowledge that death is likely or their intention 
to cause death, they may be sentenced to death, in case the commission of an 
organised crime or its attempt leads to the death of any individual. 


b. No requirement for knowledge or intention while facilitating organised crime 


Cl. 109(3) does not require knowledge or intention on part of the person assisting 
or facilitating the commission of an organised crime. This is a significant departure 
from MCOCA” and GujCOCA,” where knowledge on part of the person facilitating 
an organised crime was a necessary requirement. This may result in persons being 
punished for inadvertently facilitating preparatory acts without their knowledge. For 
instance, a person who buys clothes for a group of people, who then use the same 


3S. 3, MCOCA. 

% S. 3, GujCOCA. 

® S_ 3(1), MCOCA. 

% S_ 3 (1), GujCOCA. 
97 §_ 3(2), MCOCA. 
%° 'S. 3(2), GujCOCA. 
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to disguise themselves and commit an organised crime of robbery, could be 
punished under this clause. Despite the absence of knowledge on their part, the 
person who bought the clothes may be held liable for facilitating acts preparatory 
to the organised crime. 


c. Issues with clause on harbouring and concealing 


Cl. 109(5) makes it an offence to harbour or conceal, or attempt to harbour or 
conceal a person who has committed an organised crime. Similar to GujCOCA (and 
unlike MCOCA),”? the BNS requires the harbouring or concealing to be intentional. 
However, it additionally penalises harbouring or concealing or attempting to do so, 
of a person who ‘believes that his act will encourage or assist the doing of such 
crime’. This is vaguely worded, and may be equivalent to harbouring or concealing 
a facilitator or someone who assists the commission of organised crime. 


Further, the proviso to Cl. 109(5) specifies that this sub-clause would not apply 
where the harbouring or concealment is done by the spouse of the offender. There 
appears to be no reasonable basis for creating this exemption. Additionally, there 
is no clear basis for why such an exemption has been limited to the offence of 
harbouring or concealing any person involved in an organised crime. 


VI. Petty organised crime under Cl. 110 


Cl. 110 creates the category of ‘petty organised crime’ as distinct from ‘organised 
crime’ for the first time and is a category not created in any other similar 
legislation. Cl. 110 penalises any crime that causes ‘general feelings of insecurity’ 
among citizens relating to common forms of organised crime, committed by 
organised criminal groups or gangs including mobile organised crime groups. The 
clause provides an illustrative list of common forms of organised crimes, including 
various forms of theft, procuring money in an unlawful manner in a public transport 
system, illegal selling of tickets, and selling of public examination question papers. 


Unlike Cl. 109, Cl. 110 does not provide for the manner in which such crimes may be 
committed, such as using violence, threat or intimidation. Further, there is no 
requirement for directly or indirectly obtaining material benefit through the 
commission of organised crime under Cl. 110. Some issues with Cl. 110 are as follows: 


a. The phrase ‘any crime that causes general feelings of insecurity among citizens’ 
is vague, and may result in the clause having a very expanded scope. 


 §. 3(3), GujCOCA. 
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The clause provides an illustrative list of crimes that would fall within its ambit, 
and has a catch-all provision- ‘such other common forms of organised crime’. 
While the crimes specified seem to be those that result in a financial benefit; 
the scope of this provision is unclear. 


Under Cl. 110, petty organised crime can be committed by any ‘criminal group 
or gang.’ However, the term ‘criminal group or gang’ has not been defined. 
Further, unlike Cl. 109, there is no requirement for the crime to be committed by 
an organised crime syndicate with more than one chargesheet filed before a 
competent court within the preceding 10 years. 


It is peculiar that crimes committed by mobile organised crime groups are 
specifically included in the definition of petty organised crimes, but not in the 
definition of organised crime in Cl. 109. 


Like Cl. 109(2), Cl. 110(2) arbitrarily provides for the same punishment for both 


commission and attempt to commit petty organised crime - imprisonment of a 
term of one year that may extend to seven years along with fine. 
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Terrorist Act 


Clause 111 


Through Cl. 111, the offence of ‘terrorist act’ has been introduced in the BNS. Where 
the act results in the death of any person, it is punishable with death or life 
imprisonment without parole; otherwise, it is punishable with imprisonment which 
may range from five years to life. Alongside, a slew of related offences have also 
been introduced in the same clause. It may be noted that presently, offences 


relating to terrorism are dealt with under the UAPA'? 


_ In this regard, i.e. providing a 
law for prosecution of terror offences, the UAPA is a descendant of the repealed 
laws - the TADA™ and the POTA. Terrorism was introduced into the UAPA through 


an amendment in 2004, right after the repeal of the POTA. 


The UAPA (and the erstwhile TADA and POTA) is a special legislation. Special 
legislations are purportedly created to address special situations by enacting a 
new legal structure. In criminal law, a special legislation creates new offences and 
further provides special investigative and adjudicatory procedures to be followed 
in the prosecution of offences defined thereunder." The provisions of the CrPC, to 
the extent they are inconsistent with the special provisions of the UAPA, are 


inapplicable to prosecutions under the statute.” 


|. Terrorist act and intent - expansion 


Under terror laws, ordinary crimes are recast as a ‘terrorist act’ if they are 


6 A similar structure has been retained in Cl. 111, 


committed with a specific intent. 
where a variety of acts are recast as terrorist acts, but the qualifying special intent 
has been modified. While under the UAPA, the intent must be to ‘threaten... the 


unity, security, economic security or sovereignty of India or with intent to strike 


°° Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 
! Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 1987. 


2 Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002. 


3's. 41, IPC: ‘A “special law" is a law applicable to a particular subject’. 


'* Kunal Ambasta, Designed for Abuse: Special Criminal Laws and Rights of the Accused, 
Nalsar Law Review, Volume XIV, Issue 1, 2020, pg. 3. 
0° S. 43C, UAPA. 


6 S15, UAPA. 
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terror’; in Cl. 111, the intent must be to ‘threaten the unity, integrity and security of 


India, to_intimidate the general _public.. or to disturb public order’. Thus, a 
different, and lower, threshold of ‘intimidation of public’ or ‘disturbance of public 


order’. This is a significant departure from the intent to strike terror conceptualised 
and criminalised under the UAPA. 


107 


Striking terror has been interpreted in case laws under the POTA, ’ to elevate it 


'8 Intimidation generally 
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beyond ‘mere criminality’ or a ‘law and order’ problem. 
refers to any threats to a person's life, property, etc. under the IPC;~~ whereas, 
under the TADA, it is only intimidation of a public which is used to acquire or 
maintain power that reaches the level of ‘terrorism’."” Thus, without explanations or 
qualifiers in Cl. 111, intimidation of the public (or a segment thereof) appears to be 
a lower and more ambiguous threshold for characterising an act as a ‘terrorist act’. 
Ambiguity in penal provisions, leading to overbroad application of laws, is a 


recognised ground for striking them down as unconstitutional.” 


Clarity, judicial or 
otherwise, would be of utmost necessity for this provision to operate restrictively 


and constitutionally. 


Although the acts covered under the provision largely mirror s. 15(1) of the UAPA, a 
few notable changes have been introduced in Cl. 111. Destruction of public facilities 
or private property is criminalised, whereas under the UAPA, only destruction of 
property used by the Government is within the scope of terror acts. The concern 
of overbroad application of the provision, when combined with a vaguely worded 
intent, may be reiterated. Additionally, acts which cause ‘extensive interference 
with, damage or destruction to critical infrastructure’ have also been recognised 
under this clause. This is in recognition of the evolving reality of transnational 


"7 PUCL v. Union (2004) 9 SCC 540; Mohd. Khalid v. State of West Bengal (2002) 7 SCC 
334, paras 42, 46: “'Terrorism’ has not been defined under TADA nor is it possible to give a 
precise definition of ‘terrorism’ or lay down what constitutes ‘terrorism’. It may be possible 
to describe it as use of violence when its most important result is not merely the physical 
and mental damage of the victim but the prolonged psychological effect it produces or has 
the potential or producing on the society as a whole.” 

8 PUCL v. Union (2004) 9 SCC 540, para 584. 

°° §. 503, IPC. 

" Hitendra Vishnu Thakur v. State of Maharashtra (1994) 4 SCC 602, para 7; Black’s Law 
Dictionary, cited in Yakub Memon v. State of Maharashtra (2013) 12 SCC 1, para 809, 
defining terrorism as “the use of threat or violence to intimidate or cause panic, esp. as a 
means of affecting political conduct” (8th edition, pg. 1512). 

™ Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) 5 SCC 1; John F. Decker, Addressing Vagueness, 
Ambiguity, and Other Uncertainty in American Criminal Laws, Denver Law Review, Volume 
80, Issue 2, 2002. 
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terrorism; interference with critical infrastructure, which are often vulnerable to 


cyber attacks, have become the modus operandi in transnational terror cases. 


In this regard, although there is no globally accepted definition of which 
infrastructure is ‘critical’ to the nation, a few identifying marks are: it includes 
physical infrastructures (such as power plants, hospitals), as well as a_ virtual 
infrastructure allowing the physical components to operate; and generally, 
interference with or destruction of it would have a detrimental impact on the 
provision of essential services necessary for the social or economic well-being of 
the country, or its security.” It may be noted that deliberately causing damage to 
a petroleum or gas pipeline, with the intent to sabotage or with the knowledge is 
currently already criminalised.” It is unclear whether infrastructure such as 
roadways will fall within the ambit of ‘critical infrastructure’ and therefore potentially 
implicate acts which are frequently used for protests. 


Finally, acts which ‘destabilise or destroy the political, economic, or social 
structures of the country, or create a public emergency or undermine public 
safety’ have also been included in the provision. The legislative intent of adding 
‘social structures’, or its ambit, is unclear, and creates serious potential for abuse. 


The punishment for a terrorist act if it results in death may range from life 
imprisonment without parole to death. This is a legislative innovation currently 


15 


unseen in the IPC, where parole” (a power reserved for the executive to allow 


temporary release of prisoners) has been legislatively restricted. Mandatory 
restriction of parole by the legislature not only raises questions on separation of 
powers; but also has implications for the policy of reformation which underlies the 


™ David Fidler, Whither the Web?, Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, Volume 16, 


Issue 8, 2015 Special Issue. 
™ Samuli Hataaja, Cyber operations against Critical Infrastructure under norms of 
responsible state behaviour and international law, International Journal of Law and 
Information Technology, Volume 30, Issue 4, 2022, pg. 1423. 

™ Ss. 15(4) of the Petroleum and Minerals Pipelines (Acquisition of Right of User in Land) Act 
1962: Deliberately causing damage to a petroleum or gas pipeline, with the intent to 
sabotage or with the knowledge it will result in death, is punishable with rigorous 
imprisonment of ten years to life, or with death. 

" Under Indian law, parole is the conditional temporary release of a prisoner, generally 
under supervision of a parole officer, who has served part of the term for which he was 
sentenced to prison on grounds which may be special (such as the death of a family 
member) or general (such as need for farming land, construction of home, etc). The 
ultimate decision-making authority on parole differs from state to state, and may be either 


the District Magistrate and the State Government. 
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criminal justice system."° By entirely withholding this opportunity, the BNS may 
prevent this ideal from benefiting prisoners convicted of terrorism and militate 
against the stated objective of the criminal justice system. 


ll. Other offences relating to terrorism 


Beyond this, the sub-clauses to Cl. 111 also criminalise conspiracy, abetment, and 
preparation for terrorist acts (punishable with imprisonment which may range from 
five years to life imprisonment); membership of a terrorist organisation (punishable 
with imprisonment which may extend for life); and harbouring and/or concealment 
of a person who has committed a terrorist act (punishable with imprisonment 
which may range from three years to life). These provisions substantially mirror 
provisions in the UAPA, including the punishments prescribed for said offences. 


An expansive offence of ‘holding proceeds of terrorism’ has been introduced 
through Cl. 111 (6) whereby holding ‘any property, directly or indirectly, derived or 
obtained from commission of terrorist act or proceeds of terrorism’ is a criminal 
offence. This is a lower threshold in comparison to the UAPA, as this clause does 
not have a requirement of ‘knowingly’ holding property derived from proceeds of 
terrorism. Simultaneously, holding even ‘indirectly’ derived property has been 
criminalised. The implications of this could be severe, as unknowingly holding 
property which may have at any, but not proximate, point been bought with 
proceeds of crime, is criminalised. An identical phrase is found in the PMLA™, 
whereunder the Supreme Court accorded a similarly expansive definition to the 


phrase.” 


However, under the PMLA, the consequences are less serious, as holding 
proceeds of crime merely leads to attachment of the property; whereas, Cl. 111 
creates a new offence punishable with imprisonment. The holding of proceeds 
under this clause without the express requirement of ‘knowingly’ or ‘purposely’ 
doing so also makes the offence closer in colour to issues of strict liability. While 
the PMLA takes a similar approach, the criminal liability and consequences imposed 
by the BNS under this clause is a serious cause for concern with respect to the 


mens rea requirement and its implications. 


"e Press Release accompanying the Model Prisons Act, 2023 (not a legislation), proposed by 


the MHA, which specifically mentions that prisons are not to be seen as places of 
retributive deterrence, but as “reformative and correctional institutions where the prisoners 
are transformed and rehabilitated back into society as law abiding citizens”. 


”’ Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002. 
"8 Vijay Madanlal Chaudhary v. Union of India 2022 SCC OnLine SC 929. 
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lll. Terrorist organisation 


Explanation (c) to Cl. 111(6) defines ‘terrorist organisation’, which includes any 
organisation which may have been notified as a terrorist organisation by the 
Government under the UAPA. However, the clause goes beyond the UAPA to 
include any entity controlled by any terrorist that commits, participates, contributes 
etc. to an act of terrorism; or is ‘otherwise involved in terrorism’. Though the UAPA 
uses the term ‘terrorism’ extensively, it hasn’t been defined. Identifying this lacuna, 
the official statement accompanying the BNS stated that terrorism has now been 
defined under this Bill."? However, similar to the UAPA, the clause defines a terrorist 
act, but not terrorism. 


As organisations may be deemed to be ‘terrorist’ based on ‘involvement in 
terrorism’, the lack of definition raises additional issues of ambiguity in law. It also 
raises the question of which acts amount to terrorism, above and beyond what has 
already been defined as a terrorist act. Consequently, determination of which 
organisation is a ‘terrorist’ organisation is left entirely and without sufficient 
guidance in the hands of any police officer under this scheme. Simultaneously, the 
new definition of ‘terrorist acts’ creates the possibility of significantly lower of 
thresholds for organisations to be deemed ‘terrorists’. 


Contrast the expansive scope of the provision with the regime under the UAPA, 
where the Central Government has the sole discretion to notify, through public 


: . . 1 +47 120 
announcement, organisations which are deemed to be ‘terrorist’. 


It also provides 
procedures for denotification of terrorist organisations and review mechanisms.” 
Cl. 111 does not provide for those mechanisms and in their absence, an organisation 
may be deemed to be ‘terrorist’ in perpetuity at the instance of a police officer. 
Simultaneously, all members (who may not be aware that the organisation is now a 
‘terrorist organisation’ or has committed ‘terrorist acts’) may be liable for a serious 


offence which is punishable with life imprisonment. 


Press Release, MHA, accompanying the introduction of the Bill in Lok Sabha, last accessed 


30.08.2023. 
20 S35, UAPA. 
1 Ss. 36 and 37, UAPA. 
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IV. Person designated as ‘terrorist’ 


A final addition to the clause is the definition of a ‘terrorist’ provided in 
Explanation (a). It covers persons who participate in or commit (or attempt or 
conspire to commit) a terrorist act; and any person who ‘develops, manufactures, 
possesses, acquires, transports, supplies, or uses weapons, explosives, or releases 
nuclear, radiological or other dangerous substance, or causes fire, floods or 
explosion’. This latter provision is concerning to the extent that it does not require 
any intention (such as to threaten unity, to intimidate the general public, or even to 
strike terror). Therefore, a literal reading would imply that a person could be a 
‘terrorist’ for even accidentally causing a fire. Though seemingly absurd, the 
example serves to illustrate the extent to which power and authority may be 
abused through this provision. 


Being a terrorist, however, has no direct consequences under the clause, as it does 
not penalise being a terrorist. However, the person may not even be informed that 
they are being designated as a ‘terrorist’, as neither the clause nor the BNSS 
necessitate notifying said person. This must, however, be juxtaposed with the 
definition of a ‘terrorist organisation’, which refers to an entity controlled by a 
terrorist, which ‘is otherwise involved in terrorism’. In the absence of any public 
notification designating a person as a ‘terrorist’, as well as the aforementioned lack 
of definition for ‘terrorism’, it yet again creates the potentiality for abuse of the 
provision. 


The UAPA was similarly amended in 2019, to classify persons as ‘terrorists’ without 


22 o 
2 However, the said amendment 


any legal consequences of being a ‘terrorist’. 
reserves this power only to the government, rather than any officer,”’ and requires 
public notification. It was strongly opposed in Parliament, for the social 
consequences it may lead to for a person deemed to be terrorist in the absence 


of legal procedure (and accompanying due process and fair trial).”* Similar 
concerns arise with this Explanation. The UAPA amendment has also been 


challenged in the Supreme Court, for it allows persons to be designated as 


2 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019. 

3 Unlawful__Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019, s. 35(1)(a): ‘The Central 
Government may, by notification, in the Official Gazette, - add an organisation to the First 
Schedule or the name of an individual in the Fourth Schedule’. 

4“ Lok Sabha Debates (24.07.2019), pg. 113, 
<https://eparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/786392/1/Isd_17_01_24-07-2019.pdf>. 
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terrorists without being heard or judicial scrutiny, and acts as an indirect restriction 


on the exercise of fundamental rights.” 


Admittedly, a point of distinction remains that the power vested in the government 
under the UAPA to notify individuals as terrorists is unfettered insofar as the 
provision provides no guidance as to who can be classified as a terrorist, which 
has not been replicated in the BNS. Another caveat may be flagged - Cl. 111 does 
not provide for the public notification of a person designated as terrorist, its 
potential for causing social exclusion and harm to the person may not be identical 
to the UAPA provision. 


V. Absence of safeguards 


Procedural safeguards provided in the UAPA, have not been reflected in the BNSS 


for a terrorist act. These include: (a) only senior police officers’”° 


being allowed to 
investigate a terrorist act; and (b) mandatory sanction to be obtained from the 
Central or state Government, based on a review of the evidence, before 
cognizance can be taken of a terrorist offence. These safeguards play an important 
role in checking abuse of power, testified to by their long history in the TADA and 
the POTA as well.”” In 2018, the sanctioning process was turned into a 2-step 
process precisely to filter out cases where evidence did not warrant prosecution, 


particularly in view of the ambiguity in the definition of the offence. 


These safeguards are also necessitated due to the deviation of the UAPA from the 
CrPC in that the UAPA severely restricts rights of the accused and enlarges State 
powers in respect of bail, police custody, and attachment of property. Accused 
persons under Cl. 111 may continue to benefit from the provisions on bail and 
attachment in the BNSS, as it does not provide for terror-specific exceptions. 
However, it is unlikely that the UAPA will not be invoked alongside these provisions 
and it is likely that the terror-specific exceptions on issues like bail will operate 
through that. More concerningly, the absence of the above-mentioned safeguards 


®5 Supreme Court Observer, ‘Constitutionali f UAPA Amendment’, last accessed 


30.08.2023. 


© These include the Assistant Commissioner of Police or Deputy Superintendent of Police. 


"7 S_ 20-A(2), TADA: ‘No court shall take cognizance of any offence under this Act without 
the previous sanction of the Inspector-General of Police, or as the case may be, the 
Commissioner of Police.’; s. 50, POTA: ‘No court shall take cognizance of any offence under 
this Act without the previous sanction of the Central Government or, as the case may be, 
the State Government’. S. 51, POTA: ‘Officer competent to investigate offences under this 


Act’. 
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becomes alarming in view of the vagueness which permeates Cl. 111, as discussed 
above, and the serious consequences attached to being labelled as a terrorist or 
tried for a terrorist offence. 


It may be noted that the constitutional validity of the UAPA (as well as the UAPA 
amendment highlighted early) is currently under consideration by the Supreme 


Court,'® 


on a variety of issues including and beyond the concept of terrorism, such 
as denial of anticipatory bail and power to declare an association ‘unlawful’. The 
legal community and the legislature may have to assess its impact on Cl. 111 in view 


of the similarities between Cl. 111 and the UAPA. 
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Writ petition filed in Biyumma v. Union of India (2018), 
<https://www.livelaw.in/pdf_upload/pdf_upload-371029.pdf>, last accessed 30.08.2023. 
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Acts Endangering Sovereignty, Unity and Integrity 
of India 


Clause 150 


Cl. 150 of the BNS seeks to criminalise ‘Acts endangering sovereignty, unity and 
integrity of India’ and punishes them with imprisonment for life or with 
imprisonment which may extend to seven years and fine. The minimum punishment 
for the offence has been increased from three years to seven years. The clause, it 
needs to be said, is in the same vein as s. 124A of the IPC. The provision may not 
be labelled ‘sedition’, but the spirit of that provision has been retained and 
potentially, covers a wider range of acts which themselves suffer from ambiguity 
and vagueness in their current form, creating implications for its constitutionality. A 
look at the journey and jurisprudence on sedition is a good place to reflect upon 
the implications for this clause. 


In the recent past three noteworthy developments regarding the crime of sedition 
have taken place. First, the Supreme Court has placed s. 124A of the IPC in 
abeyance.” Second, the Law Commission of India in its 279th report recommended 


retaining the crime of sedition on the statute books.”° 


Third, while introducing the 
new criminal law bills, the Home Minister proclaimed in the Lok Sabha that the 


crime of sedition has been done away with.” 


9 SG Vombatkere v Union of India, WP(C) 682/2021 order _on 11 May 2022 (Supreme 
Court): “We hope and expect that the State and Central Governments will restrain from 
registering any FIR, continuing any investigation or taking any coercive measures by 
invoking s. 124A of IPC while the aforesaid provision of law is under consideration.’ From 
order dated 31 October 2022 it emerges that the Attorney General also assured the 
Supreme Court that the Central Government is reconsidering the law regarding sedition 
and will abide by the 11 May 2022 order of the Supreme Court”, last accessed 30.08.2023. 
°° Law Commission of India, ‘Usage of the Law of Sedition’ (Law Commission of India Report 
No. 279, 2023). 

®! PIB Delhi, ‘Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah introduces 
the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill 2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita Bill, 2023 and 
the Bharatiya Sakshya Bill, 2023 in the Lok Sabha, today’ (Press Information Bureau, 11 
August 2023), <https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1947941>, last accessed 
28.08.2023. 
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Table 3 below compares the text of s. 124A IPC and Cl. 150 of BNS, and highlights 
the changes introduced in the BNS. 


It may also be noted that s. 108 of the CrPC which provides for obtaining security 
for good behaviour from persons disseminating seditious matters has been 
substantially retained in Cl. 127 of the BNSS. Any publication punishable under Cl. 
150, BNS is referred to as ‘seditious matter’ in Cl. 127, BNSS."” Therefore, while the 
word sedition has been removed in defining the offence in the BNS, the procedural 
law of the BNSS retains references to ‘seditious matter’. This indicates that despite 
changes in the wording of Cl. 150, it has essentially retained the crime of 
sedition” and raises concerns whether Cl. 150, BNS will continue to be interpreted 
in light of sedition. 


While Cl. 150 has retained the modes of committing sedition, namely ‘by 
words...visible representation’, the prohibited actions have been replaced. In the 
IPC, s. 124A criminalises exciting or attempting to excite ‘hatred, contempt or 
disaffection towards the Government’ established by law. The BNS criminalises 
exciting or attempting to excite ‘secession, armed rebellion or subversive 
activities, or encouraging feelings of separatist activities that endanger the 
sovereignty or unity and integrity of India’. |In addition to a change in the entity 
(‘government of India’ in s. 124A as opposed to ‘India’ in Cl. 150) which is the 
object of the provision and the expansion in the range of activities that could be 
considered as threatening the ‘unity and integrity’ of the country, the clause has 
also added new means of committing the offence by including ‘electronic 
communication’ and ‘financial means’, and the mens rea requirement of ‘purposely 
or knowingly’ committing such an act. 


|. The vice of vagueness 


Unlike the IPC, there are no explanations provided in Cl. 150 to indicate the 
meaning and scope of these terms. For instance, ‘subversive activities’, in the 
absence of a legal definition, indicates neither the nature of activity that may be 
termed ‘subversive’ nor the degree of harm that must occur nor the object of such 
harm to qualify as a subversive activity. For e.g., the Cambridge Dictionary defines 
‘subversive’ as ‘trying to destroy or damage something, especially an established 
political system’. Oxford Languages defines ‘subversive’ as ‘seeking or intended to 
subvert an established system or institution’ and ‘subvert’ as ‘[to] undermine the 


82 Cl. 127, BNSS. 
3 For this reason, the offence described in Cl. 150, BNS continues to be referred to as 


‘sedition’ in this research brief. 
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power and authority of (an established system or institution).’ The standard is 
broad enough to include within its ambit legitimate protests and dissents against 
the government, as they are often directed at challenging the legitimacy and 
authority of decisions and actions taken by the government. 


The lack of accompanying legal definitions in the BNS or other legislations 
therefore creates a risk of overbroad application, rendering the provision vague 
and arbitrary - grounds on which legal provisions have previously been struck 
ka ®5 the Supreme Court held s. 66A of the 
IT Act to be unconstitutional and one of the main grounds was that terms like 


down.” In Shreya Singhal v. Union of India, 
‘grossly offensive or of menacing character’, ‘annoyance’, ‘inconvenience’, ‘danger’, 
‘enmity’, ‘hatred’, ‘ill will’, which were used to constitute the offence were vague 
and ambiguous, making the provision amenable to abuse by officials. Similarly, 
there is no clarity provided on what amount of financial support or what nature 
(whether direct or indirect) of financial contributions would amount to using 
‘financial means’ to commit the offence. 


The Explanation to the clause also appears to be incomplete, making it unclear. 
While it mentions certain acts and their purpose - comments expressing 


disapprobation of measures and actions of the Government™® 


to alter them through 
lawful means - it does not indicate whether such acts are to be considered as 
offensive or if they lie outside the scope of this section and are not to be 
considered an offence. Thus, it does not capture the meaning of Explanation 3 to s. 


124A, IPC that it is seemingly modelled on. 


Il. Vagueness in the object of harm 


A significant departure in Cl. 150 is the lack of a discernible object of protection as 
identified in the IPC. The IPC requires exciting disaffection, hatred or contempt 
towards ‘the Government established by law in India’, whereas Cl. 150 mentions 
endangering the ‘sovereignty, or unity and integrity of India’. The former lends 
itself to conceptualising the government as an identified and separate entity 


84 Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978) 1 SCC 248: Shreya Singhal v. Union of India 
(2015) 5 SCC 1; State Of Bombay & Anr. v. F.N. Balsara 1951 SCC 860; Chintaman Rao v. 
State of Madhya Pradesh AIR 1951 SC 118. 

®® (2015) 5 SCC 1. 

®° The reference to the ‘Government’ in the explanation is also significant considering the 
fact that Cl. 150, BNS has otherwise omitted reference to the ‘Government established by 
law’ as the object of protection, as was done in s. 124A, IPC. Instead Cl. 150 refers to ‘India’ 


as the object of protection. 
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whereas the latter expands the scope of offence because the nation is a 
necessarily abstract concept and does not lend itself to specificity. The term could 
refer to the government, public figures or even society and communities generally. 
Such ambiguous (and overbroad) delimitation of the object of harm impacts the 
threshold of harm required for an act to constitute sedition. The effect of such a 
departure from the IPC may be understood or even constrained by examining the 
judicially evolved standards in determining who may be said to constitute the 
‘Government’ under s. 124A, IPC, which has in turn acted as a safeguard against an 
overbroad application of the provision. 


In Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar’ the Supreme Court describes ‘Government 
established by law’ as the visible symbol of the State necessary for its continuity 
and stability and as different from individuals engaged in carrying on the tasks of 
the administration at the time. The existence of an exceptional provision like 
sedition was thus justified on two grounds - it delimited a specific object that 
needed protection and it indicated the level of harm that has to be inflicted to 
constitute sedition - that is, for an act to constitute sedition, it must threaten the 
continued existence of the State or its stability. 


The impact of such clarity is seen in the judgment of State through Superintendent 
of Police, CBI/SIT v. Nalini and Ors” where the Supreme Court was interpreting s. 3 
of the now repealed the TADA™ which was a more stringent law and contained a 
similar object of harm - ‘Government as by law established’. The Court here held 
that the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister of India, did not 
amount to a terrorist act because he was not the sitting Prime Minister of the 
country and targeting him did not constitute an attempt to strike fear in the 
Government of the Centre or State. 


In identifying ‘India’ as the object of harm and in failing to precisely define specific 
actions that constitute the offence, Cl. 150 creates a tenuous link between the act 
and its impact. 


87 1962 SCC OnLine SC 6. 
88 (1999) 5 SCC 253. 
89 ¢_ 3, TADA. 
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lll. Criminalising dissent 


The Supreme Court in Kedar Nath highlighted the important difference between 
disloyalty to the Government and strong criticism of its measures. The Court 
categorically held that the freedom of speech and expression under the 
Constitution (Art. 19(1)(a)) includes criticism or comment against the Government 
and its measures in the strongest words possible. The freedom exists as long as 
the act does not incite people to violence against the Government or intend to 
create public disorder. Freedom of speech was to be the norm and sedition the 
exception. The decision therefore clarified the scope of sedition with the aim to 
protect dissent from becoming a criminal offence. In Balwant Singh v. State of 
Punjab,”° the accused raised slogans like ‘Khalistan Zindabad’ which is connected 
to a movement that seeks a separate State for Sikhs in India. The Supreme Court 
held that casual slogans raised without creating disturbance or inciting people to 
create disorder cannot by itself amount to sedition. While the Court has 
demonstrated a strong tendency towards protecting freedom of speech, whether 
this spirit and tendency has translated into practice is questionable.” Cl. 150 has 
the potential to further erode this protection. For instance, it is likely that the mere 
raising of slogans like the aforementioned one, without any incitement to violence 
or disorder, may be understood as a secessionist act or arousing feelings of 
separatist activities or subversive activity. Thus, the expansion of the spirit of 
sedition in Cl. 150 generalises a provision which is meant to operate in exceptional 
circumstances, and expands its scope beyond that of s. 124A as established by 
judicial precedents. This may raise concerns about the ability of the law to fulfil its 
intended purpose and distinguish between sedition and mere dissent. 


IV. Lowered threshold of harm 


Another concerning question raised by Cl. 150 is the status of safeguards which 
were judicially read into the definition of sedition. The need for the safeguards was 
the vague language of s. 124A, specifically the use of the words ‘hatred’, 
‘contempt’, and ‘disaffection’. While on first glance, Cl. 150 might seem like a step 
towards certainty, it is necessary to understand the judicial evolution of safeguards 
regarding the offence of sedition before commenting so. 


9(1995) 3 SCC 214. 


“1 Article 14, ‘A Decade of Darkness: The Story of Sedition in India’, last accessed 
28.08.2023. 
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The words used in s. 124A, IPC lend themselves to multiple possible interpretations, 
and therefore to ambiguity and vagueness. This is evident from the conflicting 
interpretations of the section by the Federal Court in Niharendu Dutt Majumdar v. 
King Emperor,” which interpreted the terms ‘hatred’, ‘contempt’, and ‘disaffection’ 
narrowly to only include situations affecting public order, and several decisions of 
the Privy Council such as King-Emperor v. Sadashiv Narayan Bhalero,”? which 
interpreted the same words broadly to include mere arousal of feelings even if 
they did not affect or tend to affect public order. 


In Niharendu, the Court explained that sedition was criminalised to avoid anarchy, 
which the Court described as a situation where no respect is felt for the 
government and its laws, and they cease to be obeyed. The test laid down in 
Niharendu was ‘the acts or words complained of must either incite to disorder or 
must be such as to satisfy reasonable men that that is their intention or tendency.’ 
This judgment of the Federal Court was overruled by the Privy Council in Sadashiv, 
in favour of a literal reading of s. 124A that did not restrict the interpretation of the 
phrase ‘excite disaffection’ to exciting disorder but included within it hatred, 
enmity, dislike, hostility, contempt and every form of ill-will to the government. The 
standard in Sadashiv was lowered to ‘exciting’ certain bad feelings towards the 
government as opposed to Niharendu which required that the seditious act lead 
to, or tend or intend to lead to, public disorder or violence. It was further observed 
in Sadashiv that there was no intensity threshold for the feelings aroused either. 


The question was finally decided by the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath where it 
preferred the test laid down in Niharendu, and therefore restricted the application 
of s. 124A. Therefore, any claim that Cl. 150 introduces certainty by using concrete 
expressions is misleading as the judiciary has interpreted s. 124A narrowly. It 
remains unclear whether the standard of affecting public order will be imported to 
the new offence or whether the standards mentioned in the section will apply 
literally. The existing language in the IPC, which was restrictively interpreted in 
Kedar Nath, has been completely replaced. The words ‘hatred’, ‘contempt’, and 
‘disaffection’ are nowhere to be found in Cl. 150 of the BNS. 


“2 1942 SCC OnLine FC 5. 
“3 1947 SCC OnLine PC 9. 
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Notably, one of the main arguments raised by the petitioners in the ongoing 


challenge in the Supreme Court’ 


is the vagueness and subjectiveness of the 
standard of ‘tendency or intention to create public disorder’, which was held to be 
the gist of the offence in Kedar Nath. Cl. 150 arguably introduces even more vague 
thresholds such as ‘excites or attempts to excite subversive activities’ and 
‘encouraging feelings of separatist activities’. Neither does the section define the 
terms nor is there any judicial guidance on their interpretation. The vagueness as 
well as the lowered threshold brought in by these terms makes the clause 


constitutionally suspect. 


Further, Cl. 150 specifically criminalises acts which encourage feelings of separatist 
activities. Kedar Nath specifically held that criminalising mere raising of feelings of 
hatred, enmity, dislike, hostility, contempt and other forms of ill-will towards the 
government would be an unreasonable restriction on the freedom of speech. While 
the exact feelings, the arousal of which is criminalised, are different, it remains to 
be seen whether the spirit in which Kedar Nath approaches sedition will continue 
to govern the application of Cl. 150. 


The judicial guidance that had evolved with reference to the crime of sedition 
developed with a view to safeguard the freedom of speech and expression and to 
balance it against public order in a manner that was acceptable for a democratic 
State. This guidance is nowhere to be found in Cl. 150 of the BNS. It is as vague as 
s. 124A originally was, if not more. The lack of legislatively provided definitions in 
the BNS indicates a need for fresh judicial intervention which would necessarily 
involve reinventing the wheel. In the meantime, before clarity is read into the 
provision, it will be open to abuse. In fact, commentators have indicated that Cl. 150 
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of the BNS is even more subjective and prone to abuse than s. 124A.” The clause 


“4 Tanima Kishore, Petitioner's Submissions in Kishorechandra Wangkhemcha v. Union of 


India, 
<https://www-.scobserver.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Kishore_Wangkhemcha_v._Union_ 
of_Indialpdf>, last accessed on 28.08.2023 ; Aparna Bhat, Petitioner's Submission in 
People’s Union for Civil Liberties V. Union of India, 
<i a — ‘uploads/2021/09/Sedition WritPetition PUCLpdf>, 
last accessed on 28.08.2023. 


*° PTI, ‘Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill allows using draconian police powers for political 
andes Kapil Sibal’ (The Hindu, 12 August 2023), last accessed on 28.08.2023; 


Lubhayathi Rangarajan, ‘Home Minister Amit Shah Says Sedition Is Dead. But Its 
Replacement Is More Fearsome Than The Colonial Law Ever Was’ (Article 14, 14 August 


2023), last accessed 28.08.2023; Chitranshul Sinha, ‘Sedition law _is not gone, it’s set 
to_be more draconian’ (Indian Express, 12 August 2023), last accessed on 29.08.2023. 
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has the potential to criminalise dissent and is therefore antithetical to the 
democratic ideals of the constitution. 


Sedition, as it exists in s. 124A, has seen an increase in use in the recent years 
(before the Supreme Court’s abeyance order) through targeting of social media 
posts, and has been used as a tool to quell protests. Cl. 150 of the BNS seems to 
be poised to continue this legacy instead of offering a break from its colonial past. 


V. Mens rea 


It is to be considered whether the mens rea requirement through the use of the 
words ‘purposely or knowingly’ in Cl. 150 can be seen as an improvement 
compared to s. 124A IPC. It would be erroneous to argue that s. 124A did not 
contain a mens rea requirement. Even though the provision does not use intention 
or knowledge (or any variations of it), s. 124A cannot be said to be a strict liability 
offence. The Supreme Court's case law has been clear that “in the absence of any 
ostensible public purpose or necessary implication from the statute, it is a sound 
rule of construction adopted in England — and accepted in India — to construe a 
provision creating an offence in conformity with common law. Mens rea by 
implication must be excluded only where it is absolutely clear that implementation 
of the object of the statute would otherwise be defeated”.“° Even going as far 
47 and State of Maharashtra v. MH 
it has been held that where an offence is created by a statute, however 


back as Ravule Hariprasad Rao v. State 
George,” 
comprehensive and unqualified the language of the statute, it is usually 
understood as silently requiring that the element of mens rea should be imported 
into the definition of the crime, unless a contrary intention is expressed or implied. 
From this position of law it is evident that merely introducing the words ‘purposely 
or knowingly’ cannot be seen as an improvement on s.124A. Mens rea was always a 


requirement under s.124A and this is made evident in Kedar Nath.“° 


*© Union of India v. Ganpati Dealcom Private Ltd (2023) 3 SCC 315. 
7 1951 SCC 241. 

“8 (1965) 1 SCR 123. 

9 1962 SCC OnLine SC 6, para 26. 
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Table 3: Comparison between s. 124A, IPC and Cl. 150, BNS 


S. 124A, IPC - Sedition 


Whoever by words, either spoken or 
written, or by signs, or by visible 
representation, or otherwise, brings or 
attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, 
or excites or attempts to excite disaffection 
towards, 2*** the Government established 
by law in 3[India], 4*** shall be punished 
with 5[imprisonment for life], to which fine 
may be added, or with imprisonment which 
may extend to three years, to which fine 
may be added, or with fine. 


Explanation 1.-- The expression 
"disaffection" includes disloyalty and all 
feelings of enmity. 


Explanation 2.--Comments expressing 
disapprobation of the measures of the 
Government with a view to obtain their 
alteration by lawful means, without exciting 
or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or 
disaffection, do not constitute an offence 
under this section. 


Explanation 3.--Comments expressing 
disapprobation of the administrative or 
other action of the Government without 
exciting or attempting to excite hatred, 
contempt or disaffection, do not constitute 
an offence under this section. 


Cl. 150, BNS - Acts endangering 
sovereignty, unity and integrity of 


India 


Whoever, purposely or knowingly, by 
words, either spoken or written, or by 
signs, or by visible representation, or by 
electronic communication or by use of 
financial mean, or otherwise, excites or 
attempts to excite, secession or armed 
rebellion or subversive activities, or 
encourages feelings of separatist activities 
or endangers sovereignty or unity 

and integrity of India; or indulges in or 
commits any such act shall be punished 
with imprisonment for life or with 
imprisonment which may extend to seven 
years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.--Comments expressing 
disapprobation of the measures, or 
administrative or other action of the 
Government with a view to obtain their 
alteration by lawful means without exciting 
or attempting to excite the activities 
referred to in this section. 
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False and Misleading Information Jeopardising the 
Sovereignty, Unity and Integrity of India 


Clause 195(1)(d) 


S. 153B of the IPC”? has been recast as Cl. 195 of the BNS with an addition where 
Cl. 195(1)(d) criminalises the making or publication of false and misleading 
information jeopardising the sovereignty, unity and integrity or security of India. 
This offence is punishable with three years of imprisonment, or fine, or both. An 
action becomes prohibited by Cl. 195(1)(d) when the following elements are met- i) 
there must be some information which is made or published, ii) such information 
must be ‘false or misleading’ and iii) such ‘false or misleading information’ must 
have the impact of ‘jeopardising’ the ‘unity, sovereignty and integrity or security of 
India’. However, in light of the Supreme Court’s decision in Shreya Singhal v. Union 
of India,”' Cl. 195(1)(d) may potentially bring up concerns over the reasonableness 
of this restriction on the freedom of expression as per the requirements of Art. 19 
(2) of the Constitution. 


|. Overbroad and vague provision 


152 


In Shreya Singhal, the Court struck down s. 66A of the IT Act 
anyone who sent electronic information which could be ‘grossly offensive or had 


which penalised 


menacing character’, or messages sent for the purpose of ‘causing annoyance or 
inconvenience’ for violating the requirement of reasonable restrictions to the 
freedom of expression under Art. 19(2). While doing so, the Court held that any law 
restricting the freedom of expression could not be phrased vaguely,’ but had to 
be precisely and narrowly worded, in a manner that enabled the public to 
reasonably understand and foresee the activities being prohibited. Further, it held 


60S. 153B, IPC criminalises specific actions which involve imputations or assertions 
prejudicial to national integration. 

(2015) 5 SCC 1. 

2's. 66A, IT Act, 2000. 

®? Chintaman Rao v. State of Madhya Pradesh 1951 AIR 118: “The law even to the extent 
that it could be said to authorize the imposition of restrictions in regard to agricultural 


labour cannot be held valid because the language employed is wide enough to cover 
restrictions both within and without the limits of constitutionally permissible legislative 
action affecting the right”. 
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that Art. 19(2) can prohibit only expression which incites harm, disorder or 


é a é < ° 154 
violence, and which has a direct relation to the violence caused. 


In doing so, the 
Court distinguished between three categories of speech including- i) the 
discussion of ideas, ii) the advocacy of ideas (however offensive or shocking) and 
iii) speech inciting another to act upon an idea which could directly cause disorder 
or violence. A reasonable restriction under Art. 19(2) can then only extend to the 


third category of speech-speech which incites, as opposed to jeopardiises. 


The phrasing of Cl. 195(1)(d) raises three potential causes for concern. First, the lack 
of definition for the phrases ‘false and misleading’, and ‘jeopardising’ renders the 
clause vague and in need of clarity on the nature and scope of the information the 
publication of which is being prohibited. The unqualified nature of ‘false and 
misleading’ under Cl. 195(1)(d) leaves it open to multiple interpretations, and is 
hence entirely left in the hands of discretionary decision makers. Similarly, the word 
‘jeopardises’ can cover a wide, unforeseeable range of consequences. The 
consequences of such publication, which can be seen as ‘jeopardising the unity, 
sovereignty and integrity or security of India’,”’ remain unclear, leaving the public 
with little means to foresee how the consequences of such information may be 
construed as jeopardisation. Second, the provision nowhere indicates that such 
publication should be with the intention of causing ‘jeopardy’/harm, as is required 
under Art. 19(2). Further, Cl. 195(1) (d) extends its ambit to even the ‘making’ of such 
information, denoting that the mere creation of such material without publication 
can attract punishment. In effect, criminalising the mere making of such information 
can potentially subvert the constitutional requirement to directly incite others to 
cause violence.””° 


o Superintendent, Central v. Ram Manohar Lohia 1960 SCR (2) 821: “there must be 
proximate and reasonable nexus between the speech and the public order”. 

®5 Generally, the words ‘sovereignty, integrity and unity’ of India have been interpreted by 
the courts in various contexts, including constitutional interpretation, defining the scope of 
anti-terror legislations [such as the POTA] and other laws relating to national symbols and 
imagery [Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971]. The provisions pertaining to the 
prohibition of acts prejudicial to the unity, sovereignty or integrity of India in these 
legislations have typically criminalised specific acts as being prejudicial per se. For example, 
s. 15 of the UAPA. However, the word ‘sovereignty’ has been difficult to interpret, given the 
conceptual variations inherent to it. 

®® Possession of offensive and incendiary literature has been dealt with by the Supreme 
Court in other contexts such as deciding whether such possession amounts to a terrorist 
act under s. 15 of the UAPA, or constitutes membership in a banned organisation under s. 
10 of the UAPA. In July 2023, the Court in Vernon Gonsalves v. State of Maharashtra, 
Criminal Appeal No. 639 of 2023, held that mere possession of such literature alone could 


not be construed as a terrorist act. However, whether such possession can attract a penalty 
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ll. Impermissible executive and judicial subjectivity 


®7 _ which uses the same 


The Information Technology Amendment Rules 2023 
phrasing (‘fake’, ‘false’ and ‘misleading’) for the issuance of directions blocking 
information so identified by a government fact checking unit- is currently under 
challenge before the Bombay High Court for violating the requirements of Art. 
19(2)."°° Cl. 195(1)(d) extends the use of this constitutionally suspect phrasing 
beyond the digital medium, and expands the degree of State intervention for the 


same by criminalising such information (as opposed to merely blocking it). 


This provision is the latest in a series of interventions seeking to regulate 
information disorder in India. Prior regulatory efforts have included orders issued 
under s. 69A, IT Act,”’ and the aforementioned impugned Rules. Despite the need 
to regulate widespread information disorder and to mitigate its subsequent harms, 
providing a definition or clear cut identifiers for disinformation has remained a 
highly difficult task"° given the subjectivity of assessing truth or falsity. This is not 
to say that criminal law does not address the issue of assessing what qualifies as 
false information. It does so in other contexts, including false statements on oath, 
giving of false evidence etc.’ However, unlike Cl. 195(1)(d), provisions requiring the 
assessment of false information clarify requirements including an accused's belief 
or knowledge and the use of such falsehood to cause the harm stipulated. 


under s. 10 remains unclear post the review in Arup Bhuyan v. State of Assam, Review 
Petition (Criminal) No. 417/2011. 

*7 Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Amendment Rules, 2023. 

®8 Kunal Kamra v. Union of India, WP(L)/9792/2023. 

ae 4 Corp v. Union of India, Writ Petition No. 13710 of 2022 (Karnataka High Court): where 
the petitioner, an intermediary platform, had challenged the directions issued under s. 69A 
of the IT Act to block specific content and accounts for sharing ‘false’ and ‘misleading’ 
information. 

° Noted by the Canadian Supreme Court in R v. Zundel [1992] 2 SCR 731 at para 136; UN 
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, Submission on Annual Thematic Report on 
Disinformation, March 2021, Centre for Law and Democracy (2001), pg. 3. 

"| For example, ss. 171G, 177 (furnishing false information), 181 (false statement on oath or 
affirmation to public servant authorised to administer an oath or administration), 191 (giving 
false evidence), IPC. The provisions come with further qualifiers including the requirement 
to prove the accused's knowledge or belief in the falsity, and the intention to use such 
falsity to cause the harm that the provisions seek to prevent. The offence in this case 
requires a mens rea element, as opposed to CI.195 (1) (d), BNS. 
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The lack of important qualifiers in Cl. 195(1)(d) complicates matters given the 
peculiarities of information disorder in a social ecosystem. Additionally, there are 
varying categories of speech that can be covered under ‘false and misleading’ 
which involve varying degrees of liability. False information in the context of 
information disorders may be classified as either disinformation or misinformation. 
While disinformation is the publication of false information with _ full 
knowledge/belief in its falsity and with the aim of causing some harm’? 
misinformation refers to the mere reproduction or dissemination of such 
information, and does not necessarily require the level of intent in disinformation.” 
However, the lack of distinction between misinformation and disinformation under 
Cl. 195(1)(d) raises questions on the degree of liability necessary to attract 
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sanction’ 


and it is unclear whether the provision is also directed at persons who 
may only be strictly liable for misinformation,that is, without intention or knowledge 


of the wrongfulness of the act. 


lll. Ineffective approach 


In light of these requirements, and the context which Cl. 195(1)(d) seeks to address, 
the criminalisation of ‘false and misleading’ information highlights three concerns. 
There is first the onerous task of balancing the constitutional requirement to frame 
precisely worded penal provisions against the contextual challenge in defining 
disinformation (and perhaps misinformation). Even in the instance that an ideal 
provision (which achieves such balance) is framed, such provisions can only cover 
a narrow range of actions within the larger ecosystem of information disorder. 
Commentators have suggested that in such a scenario, a penal provision may 
remain largely inadequate in regulating the problem of information disorder in 


" UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, Submission on Annual Thematic Report 


on Disinformation, March 2021, Centre for Law and Democracy (2001), pg. 3. 
"3 UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, Submission on Annual Thematic Report 
on Disinformation, March 2021, Centre for Law and Democracy (2001), pg. 3. 

'* Criminal sanctions may be attracted for varying levels of liability. While the general rule 
requires both mens rea (purpose, intention and knowledge from the part of the offender 
on the wrongfulness of the offence) and actus reus for criminal liability, the degree of 
liability may be lowered in specific offences. For example, specific offences relating to 
environmental degradation may fall under strict liability, which only requires the commission 


or omission of an act, and not intention. 


55 


society.” The challenges and the weaker potential of criminal law in ultimately 
addressing the issue effectively casts doubt on the regulatory mechanism 
(criminalisation) adopted, and prompts questions on the need for alternative 
regulatory approaches which are more effective and less restrictive on questions 


of life, liberty and expression. 


® Rebecca K Helm & Hitoshi Nasu, Regulatory Responses to ‘Fake News’ and Freedom of 
Expression: Normative and Empirical Evaluation, Human Rights Law Review, Volume 21, Issue 
2, June 2021, pgs. 302-328. 
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Other Changes 


|. Community service as punishment 


In a first, Cl. 4(f) of BNS introduces ‘community service’ as a punishment for six 
offences. Community service has been provided for multiple ‘petty’ offences across 
BNS."° Table 4 provides a list of the six offences for which this punishment has 
been prescribed. 


Table 4: Offences that provide for community service as a 
punishment 


Cl. 200 Public servant engaging in unlawful 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 
trade term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine, or with both or with community 


service. 


Cl. 207 Non-appearance in response to a 
proclamation under Cl 82 of 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 2023 


Punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years or with 
with both or 


fine or with community 


service. 


Cl. 224 Attempt to commit suicide to 
compel or restraint exercise of lawful power 


Cl. 301(2) First offence of theft of property 
(value under Rs. 5000) 


Cl. 353 Misconduct in public by a drunken 
person 


166 


167 


been issued. 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year or with 
with both or 


fine or with community 


service. 


Punishable only with community service. 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to _ twenty-four 
hours, or with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees, or with both or with 
community service. 


Statement of Objects and Reasons, BNS 2023. 
Cl. 82, BNSS deals with the procedure on arrest of a person against whom a warrant has 
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Cl. 354(2) Defamation 


Cl. 200 Public servant engaging in unlawful 
trade 


Cl. 207 Non-appearance in response to a 
82° of 


proclamation under Cl. 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 2023 


Cl. 224 Attempt to commit suicide to 
compel or restraint exercise of lawful power 


Cl. 301(2) First offence of theft of property 
(value under Rs. 5000) 


Cl. 353 Misconduct in public by a drunken 
person 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to two years, or 
with fine, or with both or with community 
service. 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year, or 
with fine, or with both or with community 
service. 


Punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years or with 
with both or 


fine or with community 


service. 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year or with 
with both or 


fine or with community 


service. 


Punishable only with community service. 


Punishable with simple imprisonment for a 


term which may extend to twenty-four 
hours, or with fine which may extend to 
one thousand rupees, or with both or with 
community service. 


While introduction of community service is an important change to criminal law in 
India, neither the principle on which these offences have been chosen is evident 
nor is the term to which a person may be sentenced to community service. 


8 Cl. 82, BNSS deals with the procedure on arrest of a person against whom a warrant has 


been issued. 
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ll. Abetment outside India for offence in India 


Cl. 48 expands the meaning of abetment to include abetment by persons outside 
of India without and beyond India of offences committed in India. 


Ill. Snatching as theft 


Cl. 302 of the BNS introduces snatching as a separate offence and as a special 
category of the offence of theft. The clause states, theft is “snatching” if in order 
to commit theft, the offender suddenly or quickly or forcibly seizes or secures or 
grabs or takes away from any person or from his possession any moveable 
property. However, the need for the provision is unclear since snatching can be 
covered within the offence of theft. Further, the sentence for snatching is the same 
as the first offence of theft with three years as the maximum punishment with no 
mandatory minimum sentence. The clause, thus, creates no difference between the 
penal consequences of theft as first offence and snatching. 


IV. Offences against children 


Some changes proposed in the BNS relate to offences against children which 
include creation of new offences or changes to the ones in the IPC. The newly 
added Cl. 93 of the BNS punishes a person who hires, employs or engages any 
person below the age of 18 years to commit an offence. The punishment will be 
the same as that provided for the offence committed by the child as if the offence 
has been committed by such person himself. The explanation to Cl. 93 states that 
using a child for sexual exploitation or pornography is included within its meaning. 
This raises questions about overlaps with the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act, 2015 and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 
2012. 


Additionally, Cl. 135 of the BNS proposes to make changes to s. 361 of the IPC. 
While s. 361 criminalises kidnapping of girls below the age of 18 years along with 
kidnapping of boys under 16 years, Cl. 135 proposes to make kidnapping of all 
children below 18 years of age an offence. 
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V. Grievous hurt resulting in permanent disability or permanent 
vegetative state 


Cl. 15 proposes to replace s. 322, IPC and introduces permanent disability or 
permanent vegetative state within the definition of grievous hurt. Additionally, the 
clause carries an enhanced sentence if the grievous hurt results in permanent 
disability or permanent vegetative state, and prescribes a minimum punishment of 
10 years which may extend to imprisonment for life. Similarly, s. 326A, IPC that 
deals with ‘voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid etc.’ is replaced by Cl. 
122(1) and also incorporates ‘permanent vegetative state’ as an impact of the 
offence. 
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Effect of Repeal 


The BNS through Cl. 356 repeals the IPC. Such a whole scale repeal and 
replacement with largely similar provisions raises the issue of case laws that 
interpret the IPC provisions. Would those decisions also control the reading and 
interpretation of the provisions in the BNS that are a verbatim reproduction of the 
IPC provisions? Or would the effect of the repeal and re-enactment of verbatim 
provisions be that the judicial interpretations of previous provisions are no longer 
binding? 


Justice TL Venkatarama Ayyar’s opinion in a Constitution Bench decision of the 
Supreme Court in Bengal Immunity Company Limited v. State of. Bihar”? held that 
when a statute is repealed and the same words are retained in provisions of a new 
enactment, “they should be interpreted in the sense which had been judicially put 
on them under the repealed Act”. He reasoned that the legislature must be 
deemed to be aware of the previous interpretation and the verbatim re-enactment 
of the provision must be taken to mean that it accepts that interpretation. Justice 
Ayyar’s reasoning has been subsequently adopted by the Supreme Court in Sakal 
Deep Sahai Srivastava v. Union of India and Anr.”° (on provisions concerning the 
Limitation Act, 1908 and the Limitation Act, 1963) and Pradip J Mehta v. 
Commissioner of Income Tax, Ahmedabad” (on provisions concerning the Income 
Tax Act, 1922 and the Income Tax Act, 1961). 


In light of these averments, the provisions in the BNS that have been retained from 
the IPC will continue to be governed by the judicial interpretation given to those 
provisions under the IPC. 


9 AIR 1955 SC 661. 
7 (1974) 1 SCC 338. 
™ (2008) 14 SCC 283. 
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ANNEXURE 


| Clause 4 — Punishments 


The punishments to which offenders are liable under the provisions of this 
Sanhita are— 

(a) Death; 

(b) Imprisonment for life, that is to say, imprisonment for remainder of a 


person’s natural life; 

(c) Imprisonment, which is of two descriptions, namely:— 
(1) Rigorous, that is, with hard labour; 
(2) Simple; 

(d) Forfeiture of property; 

(e) Fine; 


(f) Community Service. 


ll. Clause 63 — Rape 


A man is said to commit “rape” if he— 

(a) penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra or 
anus of a woman or makes her to do so with him or any other 
person; or 

(b) inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of the body, not being the 
penis, into the vagina, the urethra or anus of a woman or makes her 
to do so with him or any other person; or 

(c) manipulates any part of the body of a woman so as to cause 
penetration into the vagina, urethra, anus or any part of body of such 
woman or makes her to do so with him or any other person; or 

(d) applies his mouth to the vagina, anus, urethra of a woman or makes 
her to do so with him or any other person, 

under the circumstances falling under any of the following seven 
descriptions:— 

(i) against her will. 


(ii) without her consent. 
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(iii) with her consent, when her consent has been obtained by putting 
her or any person in whom she is interested, in fear of death or of 
hurt. 


(iv) with her consent, when the man knows that he is not her husband 
and that her consent is given because she believes that he is another 
man to whom she is or believes herself to be lawfully married. 


(v) with her consent when, at the time of giving such consent, by reason 
of mental illness or intoxication or the administration by him 
personally or through another of any stupefying or unwholesome 
substance, she is unable to understand the nature and consequences 
of that to which she gives consent. 


(vi) with or without her consent, when she is under eighteen years of 
age. 
(vii) when she is unable to communicate consent. 


Explanation 1— For the purposes of this section, “vagina” shall also include 
labia majora. 

Explanation 2.— Consent means an unequivocal voluntary agreement when 
the woman by words, gestures or any form of verbal or non-verbal 
communication, communicates willingness to participate in the specific sexual 
act: 

Provided that a woman who does not physically resist to the act of 
penetration shall not by the reason only of that fact, be regarded as 
consenting to the sexual activity. 


Exception 1— A medical procedure or intervention shall not constitute rape. 


Exception 2.— Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, 
the wife not being under eighteen years of age, is not rape. 


Clause 64 — Punishment for rape 


(1) Whoever, except in the cases provided for in sub-section (2), commits 
rape, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment of either description 
for a term which shall not be less than ten years, but which may extend 
to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever,— 
(a) being a police officer, commits rape,— 


(i) within the limits of the police station to which such police officer is 
appointed; or 
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(ii) in the premises of any station house; or 


(iii) on a woman in such police officer’s custody or in the custody of a 
police officer subordinate to such police officer; or 


(b) being a public servant, commits rape on a woman in such public 
servant's custody or in the custody of a public servant subordinate to 
such public servant; or 


(c) being a member of the armed forces deployed in an area by the 
Central Government or a State Government commits rape in such 
area; or 


(d) being on the management or on the staff of a jail, remand home or 
other place of custody established by or under any law for the time 
being in force or of a women’s or children’s institution, commits rape 
on any inmate of such jail, remand home, place or institution; or 


(e) being on the management or on the staff of a hospital, commits rape 
on a woman in that hospital; or 


(f) being a relative, guardian or teacher of, or a person in a position of 
trust or authority towards the woman, commits rape on such woman; 
or 

(g) commits rape during communal or sectarian violence; or 

(h) commits rape on a woman knowing her to be pregnant; or 

(i) commits rape, on a woman incapable of giving consent; or 


(j) being in a position of control or dominance over a woman, commits 
rape on such woman; or 


(k) commits rape on a woman suffering from mental illness or physical 
disability; or 

(l) while committing rape causes grievous bodily harm or maims or 
disfigures or endangers the life of a woman; or 


(m) commits rape repeatedly on the same woman, shall be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than ten 
years, but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, and 
shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section— 


(a) “armed forces” means the naval, army and air forces and includes any 
member of the Armed Forces constituted under any law for the time 
being in force, including the paramilitary forces and any auxiliary 
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forces that are under the control of the Central Government or the 
State Government; 


(b) “hospital” means the precincts of the hospital and includes the 
precincts of any institution for the reception and treatment of persons 
during convalescence or of persons requiring medical attention or 
rehabilitation; 


(c) “police officer” shall have the same meaning as assigned to the 
expression “police” under the Police Act, 1861; 


(d) “women’s or children’s institution” means an institution, whether 
called an orphanage or a home for neglected women or children or a 
widow's home or an institution called by any other name, which is 
established and maintained for the reception and care of women or 
children 


Clause 69 — Sexual intercourse by employing deceitful means, 
etc. 


Whoever, by deceitful means or making by promise to marry to a woman 
without any intention of fulfilling the same, and has sexual intercourse with 
her, such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to ten years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Explanation.—-—— “deceitful means” shall include the false promise of 
employment or promotion, inducement or marring after suppressing identity. 


Clause 70 — Gang rape 


(1) Where a woman is raped by one or more persons constituting a group or 
acting in furtherance of a common intention, each of those persons shall 
be deemed to have committed the offence of rape and shall be punished 
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than twenty 
years, but which may extend to life which shall mean imprisonment for the 
remainder of that person’s natural life, and with fine: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical 
expenses and rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be paid 
to the victim. 
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(2) Where a woman under eighteen years of age is raped by one or more 
persons constituting a group or acting in furtherance of a common 
intention, each of those persons shall be deemed to have committed the 
offence of rape and shall be punished with imprisonment for life, which 
shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life, 
and with fine, or with death: 


Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical 
expenses and rehabilitation of the victim: 


Provided further that any fine imposed under this sub-section shall be 
paid to the victim. 


Vi. Clause 73 — Assault or criminal force to woman with intent to 
outrage her modesty 


Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, intending to outrage 
or knowing it to be likely that he will there by outrage her modesty, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not 
be less than one year but which may extend to five years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Vil. Clause 74 — Sexual harassment and punishment for sexual 
harassment 


(1) A man committing any of the following acts— 


(i) physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and explicit sexual 
overtures; or 


(ii) a demand or request for sexual favours; or 
(iii) showing pornography against the will of a woman; or 


(iv) making sexually coloured remarks, shall be guilty of the offence of 
sexual harassment. 

(2) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (i) or clause (ii) or 
clause (iii) of sub-section (1) shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 

(3) Any man who commits the offence specified in clause (iv) of sub-section 
(1) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both. 
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VIL. 


Clause 75 — Assault or use of criminal force to woman with intent 
to disrobe 


Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman or abets such act with 
the intention of disrobing or compelling her to be naked, shall be punished 
with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than 
three years but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 


Clause 76 — Voyeurism 


Whoever watches, or captures the image of a woman engaging in a private 
act in circumstances where she would usually have the expectation of not 
being observed either by the perpetrator or by any other person at the 
behest of the perpetrator or disseminates such image shall be punished on 
first conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which shall 
not be less than one year, but which may extend to three years, and shall also 
be liable to fine, and be punished on a second or subsequent conviction, with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than 
three years, but which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 

Explanation 1—For the purpose of this section, “private act” includes an act of 
watching carried out in a place which, in the circumstances, would reasonably 
be expected to provide privacy and where the victim's genitals, posterior or 
breasts are exposed or covered only in underwear; or the victim is using a 
lavatory; or the victim is doing a sexual act that is not of a kind ordinarily 
done in public. 


Explanation 2.——Where the victim consents to the capture of the images or 
any act, but not to their dissemination to third persons and where such image 
or act is disseminated, such dissemination shall be considered an offence 
under this section. 


Clause 77 — Stalking 


(1) Any man who— 


(i) follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to contact such woman to 
foster personal interaction repeatedly despite a clear indication of 
disinterest by such woman; or 
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XI. 


XI. 


(ii) monitors the use by a woman of the internet, e-mail or any other form 
of electronic communication, commits the offence of stalking: 


Provided that such conduct shall not amount to stalking if the man who 
pursued it proves that— 


(i) it was pursued for the purpose of preventing or detecting crime and 
the man accused of stalking had been entrusted with the responsibility 
of prevention and detection of crime by the State; or 


(ii) it was pursued under any law or to comply with any condition or 
requirement imposed by any person under any law; or 


(iii) in the particular circumstances such conduct was reasonable and 
justified. 

(2) Whoever commits the offence of stalking shall be punished on first 
conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 
extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine; and be punished on 
a second or subsequent conviction, with imprisonment of either description 
for a term which may extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Clause 78 — Word, gesture or act intended to insult modest of 
woman 


Whoever, intending to insult the modesty of any woman, utters any words, 
makes any sound or gesture, or exhibits any object in any form, intending 
that such word or sound shall be heard, or that such gesture or object shall 
be seen, by such woman, or intrudes upon the privacy of such woman, shall 
be punished with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 
years, and also with fine. 


Clause 101 — Punishment for murder 


(1) Whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) When a group of five or more persons acting in concert commits murder 
on the ground of race, caste or community, sex, place of birth, language, 
personal belief or any other ground each member of such group shall be 
punished with death or with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a 
term which shall not be less than seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 
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XIll. Clause 102 — Punishment for murder by life-convict 


Whoever, being under sentence of imprisonment for life, commits murder, 


shall be punished with death or with imprisonment for life, which shall mean 


the remainder of that person’s natural life. 


XIV. Clause 104 — Causing death by negligence 


(1) Whoever causes the death of any person by doing any rash or negligent 


act not amounting to culpable homicide, shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


(2) Whoever causes death of any person by doing any rash or negligent act 


not amounting to culpable homicide and escapes from the scene of 
incident or fails to report the incident to a Police officer or Magistrate soon 
after the incident, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description of a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


XV. Clause 107 — Attempt to murder 


(1) Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge, and under such 


(2 


— 


circumstances that, if he by that act caused death, he would be guilty of 
murder, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a 
term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine; and if 
hurt is caused to any person by such act, the offender shall be liable 
either to imprisonment for life, or to such punishment as is hereinbefore 
mentioned. 


When any person offending under sub-section (1) is under sentence of 
imprisonment for life, he may, if hurt is caused, be punished with death or 
with imprisonment for life, which shall mean the remainder of that person’s 
natural life. 


Illustrations. 


(a) A shoots at Z with intention to kill him, under such circumstances that, if 


death ensued A would be guilty of murder. A is liable to punishment 
under this section. 
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(b) A, with the intention of causing the death of a child of tender years, 
exposes it in a desert place. A has committed the offence defined by this 
section, though the death of the child does not ensue. 


(c) A, intending to murder Z, buys a gun and loads it. A has not yet 
committed the offence. A fires the gun at Z. He has committed the 
offence defined in this section, and, if by such firing he wounds Z, he is 
liable to the punishment provided by the latter part of the first paragraph 
of this section. 


(d) A, intending to murder Z by poison, purchases poison and mixes the 
same with food which remains in A’s keeping; A has not yet committed 
the offence defined in this section. A places the food on Z’s table or 
delivers it to Z's servants to place it on Z’s table. A has committed the 
offence defined in this section. 


XVI. Clause 109 — Organised crime 


(1) Any continuing unlawful activity including kidnapping, robbery, vehicle 
theft, extortion, land grabbing, contract killing, economic offences, 
cyber-crimes having severe consequences, trafficking in people, drugs, 
illicit gqoods or services and weapons, human trafficking racket for 
prostitution or ransom by the effort of groups of individuals acting in 
concert, singly or jointly, either as a member of an organised crime 
syndicate or on behalf of such syndicate, by use of violence, threat of 
violence, intimidation, coercion, corruption or related activities or other 
unlawful means to obtain direct or indirect, material benefit including a 
financial benefit, shall constitute organised crime. 


Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section,-—— 


(i) ‘“benefit’’ includes property, advantage, service, entertainment, the use 
of or access to property or facilities, and anything of benefit to a 
person whether or not it has any inherent or tangible value, purpose 
or attribute; 


(ii) “organised crime syndicate” means a criminal organisation or group of 
three or more persons who, acting either singly or collectively in 
concert, aS a syndicate, gang, mafia, or (crime) ring indulging in 
commission of one or more serious offences or involved in gang 
criminality, racketeering, and syndicated organised crime; 


(iii) “continuing unlawful activity” means an activity prohibited by law, 
which is a cognizable offence undertaken either singly or jointly, as a 
member of an organised crime syndicate or on behalf of such 
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syndicate in respect of which more than one charge-sheets have 
been filed before a competent court within the preceding period of 
ten years and that court has taken cognizance of such offence; 


(iv) “economic offences” include criminal breach of trust; forgery, 
counterfeiting of currency and valuable securities, financial scams, 
running Ponzi schemes, mass-marketing fraud or multi-level marketing 
schemes with a view to defraud the people at large for obtaining the 
monetary benefits or large scale organised betting in any form, 
offences of money laundering and hawala transactions. 


(2) Whoever, attempts to commit or commits an offence of organised crime 
shall,— 


(i) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be punishable 
with death or imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine 
which shall not be less than rupees ten lakhs; 


(ii) in any other case, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment 
for life and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than 
rupees five lakhs. 


(3) Whoever, conspires or organises the commission of an organised crime, or 
assists, facilitates or otherwise engages in any act preparatory to an 
organised crime, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for 
life and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five 
lakhs. 


(4) Any person who is a member of an organised crime syndicate shall be 
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than five 
years but which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be 
liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(5) Whoever, intentionally harbours or conceals or attempts to harbour or 
conceal any person who has committed the offence of an organised crime 
or any member of an organised crime syndicate or believes that his act 
will encourage or assist the doing of such crime shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine which 
shall not be less than rupees five lakhs: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which the 
harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 
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XVIL 


(6) Whoever, holds any property derived, or obtained from the commission of 


(7) 


an organised crime or proceeds of any organised crime or which has been 
acquired through the organised crime syndicate funds shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but 
which may extend to imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine 
which shall not be less than rupees two lakhs. 


If any person on behalf of a member of an organised crime syndicate is, or 
at any time has been in possession of movable or immovable property 
which he cannot satisfactorily account for, shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but which 
may extend to imprisonment for ten years and shall also be liable to fine 
which shall not be less than rupees one lakh and such property shall also 
be liable for attachment and forfeiture. 


Explanation.—— For the purposes of this section, “proceeds of any organised 


crime” means all kind of properties which have been derived or obtained 


from commission of any organised crime or have acquired through funds 


traceable to any organised crime and shall include cash, irrespective of 


person in whose name such proceeds are standing or in whose possession 


they are found. 


Clause 110 — Petty organised crime or organised crime in general 


(1) Any crime that causes general feelings of insecurity among citizens relating 


(2) 


to theft of vehicle or theft from vehicle, domestic and business theft, trick 
theft, cargo crime, theft (attempt to theft, theft of personal property), 
organised pick pocketing, snatching, theft through shoplifting or card 
skimming and Automated Teller Machine thefts or procuring money in 
unlawful manner in public transport system or illegal selling of tickets and 
selling of public examination question papers and such other common 
forms of organised crime committed by organised criminal groups or 
gangs, shall constitute petty organised crimes and shall include the said 
crimes when committed by mobile organised crime groups or gangs that 
create network of contacts, anchor points, and logistical support among 
themselves to carry out number of offences in region over a period before 
moving on. 


Whoever commits or attempts to commit any petty organised crime, under 
sub-section (1) shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which shall 
not be less than one year but which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 
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XVII. 


Clause 111 — Offence if terrorist act 


(1) A person is said to have committed a terrorist act if he commits any act in 
India or in any foreign country with the intention to threaten the unity, 
integrity and security of India, to intimidate the general public or a 
segment thereof, or to disturb public order by doing an act,—— 


(i) using bombs, dynamite or any other explosive substance or 
inflammable material or firearms or other lethal weapons or poison 
or noxious gases or other chemicals or any other substance 
(whether biological or otherwise) hazardous in nature in such a 
manner so as to create an atmosphere or spread a message of fear, 
to cause death or serious bodily harm to any person, or endangers a 
person's life; 


(ii) to cause damage or loss due to damage or destruction of property or 
disruption of any supplies or services essential to the life of the 
community, destruction of a Government or public facility, public 
place or private property; 


(iii) to cause extensive interference with, damage or destruction to 
critical infrastructure; 


(iv) to provoke or influence by intimidation the Government or its 
organisation, in such a manner so as to cause or likely to cause 
death or injury to any public functionary or any person or an act of 
detaining any person and threatening to kill or injure such person in 
order to compel the Government to do or abstain from doing any 
act, or destabilise or destroy the political, economic, or social 
structures of the country, or create a public emergency or 
undermine public safety; 


(v) included within the scope of any of the Treaties listed in the Second 
Schedule to the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 


(2) Whoever, attempts to commit or commits an offence of terrorist act 
shall,—— 


(i) if such offence has resulted in the death of any person, be punishable 
with death or imprisonment for life without the benefit of parole, 
and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees 
ten lakhs; 
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(ii) in any other case, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
shall not be less than five years but which may extend to 
imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall not 
be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(3) Whoever, conspires, organises or causes to be organised any organisation, 
association or a group of persons for terrorist acts, or assists, facilitates or 
otherwise conspires to engage in any act preparatory to any terrorist act, 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than five years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall 
also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(4) Any person, who is a member of terrorist organisation, which is involved in 
terrorist act, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine which shall 
not be less than rupees five lakhs. 


(5) Whoever, intentionally harbours or conceals or attempts to harbour or 
conceal any person who has committed an offence of any terrorist act 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than three years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and 
shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five lakh: 


Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any case in which the 
harbour or concealment is by the spouse of the offender. 


(6) Whoever, holds any property directly or indirectly, derived or obtained 
from commission of terrorist act or proceeds of terrorism, or acquired 
through the terrorist fund, or possesses, provides, collects or uses 
property or funds or makes available property, funds or financial service or 
other related services, by any means, to be used, in full or in part to carry 
out or facilitate the commission of any terrorist act, shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to imprisonment for life 
and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than rupees five 
lakhs and such property shall also be liable for attachment and forfeiture. 


Explanation.— For the purposes of this section,-—— 
(a) “terrorist” refers to any person who— 


(i) develops, manufactures, possesses, acquires, transports, supplies or 
uses weapons, explosives, or releases nuclear, radiological or other 
dangerous substance, or cause fire, floods or explosions; 


(ii) commits, or attempts, or conspires to commit terrorist acts by any 
means, directly or indirectly; 


(iii) participates, as a principal or as an accomplice, in terrorist acts; 
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(b) the expression “proceeds of terrorism” shall have the same meaning as 
assigned to it in clause (g) of section 2 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967; 


(c) “terrorist organisation, association or a group of persons” refers to any 
entity owned or controlled by any terrorist or group of terrorists that— 


(i) commits, or attempts to commit, terrorist acts by any means, directly or 
indirectly;— 


(ii) participates in acts of terrorism;— 

(iii) prepares for terrorism;— 

(iv) promotes terrorism;— 

(v) organises or directs others to commit terrorism;— 


(vi) contributes to the commission of terrorist acts by a group of persons 
acting with common purpose of furthering the terrorist act where the 
contribution is made intentionally and with the aim of furthering the 
terrorist act or with the knowledge of the intention of the group to 
commit a terrorist act; or 


(vii) is otherwise involved in terrorism; or 


(viii) any organisation listed in the First Schedule to the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 or an organisation operating under the same 
name as an organisation so listed. 


XIX. Clause 115 — Voluntarily causing grievous hurt 


(1) Whoever voluntarily causes hurt, if the hurt which he intends to cause or knows 
himself to be likely to cause is grievous hurt, and if the hurt which he causes is 
grievous hurt, is said “voluntarily to cause grievous hurt”. 


(2) Whoever, except in the case provided for by sub-section (3), voluntarily 
causes grievous hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 


Explanation.—A person is not said voluntarily to cause grievous hurt 
except when he both causes grievous hurt and intends or knows himself 
to be likely to cause grievous hurt. But he is said voluntarily to cause 
grievous hurt, if intending or knowing himself to be likely to cause 
grievous hurt of one kind, he actually causes grievous hurt of another kind. 


Illustration. 
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XX. 


XX. 


A, intending of knowing himself to be likely permanently to disfigure Z’s 
face, gives Z a blow which does not permanently disfigure Z’s face, but 
which causes Z to suffer severe bodily pain for the space of fifteen days. A 
has voluntarily caused grievous hurt. 


(3) Whoever commits an offence under sub-section (1) and in the course of 
such commission causes any hurt to a person which causes that person to 
be in permanent disability or in persistent vegetative state, shall be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term which shall not be less 
than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, which shall 
mean imprisonment for the remainder of that person's natural life. 


(4) When grievous hurt of a person is caused by a group of five or more 
persons on the ground of his, race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, 
personal belief or any other ground, each member of such group shall be 
guilty of the offence of causing grievous hurt, and shall be punished with 
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven 
years, and shall also be liable to fine. 


Clause 150 — Acts endangering sovereignty unity and integrity of 
India 


Whoever, purposely or knowingly, by words, either spoken or written, or by 
signs, or by visible representation, or by electronic communication or by use 
of financial mean, or otherwise, excites or attempts to excite, secession or 
armed rebellion or subversive activities, or encourages feelings of separatist 
activities or endangers sovereignty or unity and integrity of India; or indulges 
in or commits any such act shall be punished with imprisonment for life or 
with imprisonment which may extend to seven years and shall also be liable 
to fine. 


Explanation.——Comments expressing disapprobation of the measures, or 
administrative or other action of the Government with a view to obtain their 
alteration by lawful means without exciting or attempting to excite the 
activities referred to in this section. 


Clause 195 — Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national 
integration 
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(1) Whoever, by words either spoken or written or by signs or by visible 
representations or through electronic communication or otherwise,— 


(a) makes or publishes any imputation that any class of persons cannot, by 
reason of their being members of any religious, racial, language or 
regional group or caste or community, bear true faith and allegiance to 
the Constitution of India as by law established or uphold the 
sovereignty and integrity of India; or 


(b) asserts, counsels, advises, propagates or publishes that any class of 
persons shall, by reason of their being members of any religious, racial, 
language or regional group or caste or community, be denied, or 
deprived of their rights as citizens of India; or 


(c) makes or publishes any assertion, counsel, plea or appeal concerning 
the obligation of any class of persons, by reason of their being 
members of any religious, racial, language or regional group or caste 
or community, and such assertion, counsel, plea or appeal causes or is 
likely to cause disharmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or ill-will 
between such members and other persons; or 


(d) makes or publishes false or misleading information jeopardising the 
sovereignty unity and integrity or security of India, shall be punished with 
imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both. 


(2) Whoever commits an offence specified in sub-section (1) in any place of 
worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious 
worship or religious ceremonies, shall be punished with imprisonment 
which may extend to five years and shall also be liable to fine. 
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